CHu. 60.] SESSION LAWS, 1959

CHAPTER 60.
[S.B.115.]
STATE HOSPITALS—PATIENTS’ PERSONAL PROPERTY.

AN Act relating to funds of patients of state hospitals, and
amending section 72.23.230, chapter 28, Laws of 1959 and
RCW 72.23.230. .

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of

Washington:
RCW 12.23.230 SeEcTION 1. Section 72.23.230, chapter 28, Laws of
' 1959 and RCW 72.23.230 are each amended to read
as follows:
Patients prop- The superintendent of a state hospital shall be

intendent as  the custodian without compensation of such personal

custodian—

Management  property of a patient involuntarily hospitalized

accounting.  therein as may come into the superintendent’s pos-
session while the patient is under the jurisdiction of
the hospital. As such custodian, the superintendent
shall have authority to disburse moneys from the
patients’ funds for the following purposes only and
subject to the following limitations:

(1) The superintendent may disburse any of the
funds in his possession belonging to a patient for
such personal needs of that patient as may be deemed
necessary by the superintendent; and

(2) Whenever the funds belonging to any one
patient exceed the sum of three hundred dollars, the
superintendent may apply the excess to the payment
of the state hospitalization charges of such patient;
and

(3) When a patient is paroled, the superinten-
dent shall deliver unto the said patient all or such
portion of the funds or other property belonging to
the patient as the superintendent may deem neces-
sary and proper in the interests of the patient’s wel-
fare, and the superintendent may during the parole
period deliver to the patient such additional prop-
erty or funds belonging to the patient as the super-
intendent may from time to time determine neces-
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sary and proper. When a patient is discharged from
the jurisdiction of the hospital, the superintendent
shall deliver to such patient all funds or other prop-
erty belonging to the patient.

All funds held by the superintendent as custodian
may be deposited in a single fund. Annual reports
of receipts and expenditures shall be forwarded to
the department, and shall be open to inspection by
interested parties: Provided, That all interest accru-
ing from, or as a result of the deposit of such moneys
in a single fund shall be used by the superintendent
for the general welfare of all the patients of such
institution: Provided, further, That when the per-
sonal accounts of patients exceed three hundred dol-
lars, the interest accruing therefrom shall be credited
to the personal accounts of such patients. All such
expenditures shall be accounted for by the super-
intendent.
~ The appointment of a guardian for the estate of
such patient shall terminate the superintendent’s au-
thority to pay state hospitalization charges upon the
superintendent’s receipt of a certified copy of letters
of guardianship. Upon the guardian’s request, the
superintendent shall forward to such guardian any
funds or other property of the patient remaining in
the superintendent’s possession, together with a final
accounting of receipts and expenditures.

Passed the Senate February 27, 1959.
Passed the House February 26, 1959.
Approved by the Governor March 3, 1959.
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