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other transportation programs that are part of the state agency transporta-
tion and parking management plan shall be paid to the account. The de-
partment of general administration shall administer the account, and
moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation.

(3) The account shall be used for the payment of costs, expenses, and
charges incurred in the operation and administration of transportation or
parking programs administered by the department of general administra-
tion, or other state agencies as part of the state agency transportation and
parking management program. The programs of the various state agencies
shall be treated as separate entities for financial and accounting control.
Revenues collected as parking fees or as charges for other transportation
programs that are part of the state agency transportation and parking man-
agement plan, but that are administered by agencies other than the depart-
ment of general administration, shall be paid to the account of the agency
within the account, and shall be applied to the program from which the
revenues were collected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The director of general administration shall
adopt and enforce such rules as may be deemed necessary to accomplish the
purpose of sections 1 through 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill number, is not provided by June 30, 1990, in
the supplemental omnibus appropriations act, this act shall be null and void.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 5 of this act are each
added to chapter 43.19 RCW.,

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Section 1, chapter 158, Laws of 1963, sec-
tion 323, chapter 258, Laws of 1984, section 59, chapter 57, Laws of 1985,
section 901, chapter 2, Laws of 1988 ex. sess. and RCW 46.08.172 are each
repealed.

Passed the House March 5, 1990.

Passed the Senate March 2, 1990.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 1990.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 27, 1990.

CHAPTER 207

[House Bill No, 2395]
AIDS—NURSING HOMES REIMBURSEMENT

AN ACT Relating to the reimbursement of nursing homes specifically authorized to meet
the needs of persons living with AIDS; amending RCW 74.46.481; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
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Sec. 1. Section 24, chapter 67, Laws of 1983 Ist ex. sess. as amended
by section 5, chapter 476, Laws of 1987 and RCW 74.46.481 are cach
amended to read as follows:

(1) The nursing services cost center shall include all costs related to the
direct provision of nursing and related care, including fringe benefits and
payroll taxes for the nursing and related care personnel. For rates effective
for state fiscal year 1984, the department shall adopt by administrative rule
a definition of "related care” which shall incorporate, but not exceed ser-
vices reimbursable as of June 30, 1983. For rates effective for state fiscal
year 1985, the definition of related care shall include ancillary care.

(2) The department shall adopt by administrative rules a method for
establishing a nursing services cost center rate consistent with the principles
stated in this section.

(3) Utilizing regression or other statistical technique, the department
shall determine a reasonable limit on facility nursing staff taking into ac-
count facility patient characteristics. For purposes of this section, facility
nursing staff refers to registered nurses, licensed practical nurses and nurs-
ing assistants employed by the facility or obtained through temporary labor
contract arrangements. Effective January 1, 1988, the hours associated with
the training of nursing assistants and the supervision of that training for
nursing assistants shall not be included in the calculation of facility nursing
staff. In selecting a measure of patient characteristics, the department shall
take into account:

(a) The correlation between alternative measures and facility nursing
staff; and

(b) The cost of collecting information for and computation of a mea-

sure.
If regression is used, the limit shall be set at predicted nursing staff plus
1.75 regression standard errors. If another statistical method is utilized, the
limit shall be set at a level corresponding to 1.75 standard errors above pre-
dicted staffing computed according to a regression procedure.

(4) No facility shall receive reimbursement for nursing staff levels in
excess of the limit, except that, if a facility was reimbursed for a nursing
staff level in excess of the limit as of June 30, 1983, the facility may chose
to continue to receive its June, 1983 nursing services rate plus any adjust-
ments in rates, such as adjustments for economic trends, made available to
all facilities. However, nursing staff levels established under subsection (3)
of this section shall not apply to the nursing services cost center reimburse-
ment rate for the pilot facility especially designed to meet the needs of per-
sons living with AIDS as defined by RCW 70.24.017 and specifically
authorized for this purpose under the 1989 amendment to the Washington
state health plan. The reasonableness limit established pursuant to this sub-
section shall remain in effect for the period July 1, 1983 through June 30,
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1985. At that time the department may revise the measure of patient char-
acteristics or method used to establish the limit.

(5) The department shall select an index of cost increase relevant to
the nursing and related services cost area. In the absence of a more repre-
sentative index, the department shall use the medical care component index
as maintained by the United States bureau of labor statistics.

(6) If a facility's nursing staff level is below the limit specified in sub-
section (3) of this section, the department shall determine the percentage
increase for all items included in the nursing services cost center between
the facility's most recent cost rcporting period and the next prior cost re-
porting period.

(a) If the percentage cost increase for a facility is below the increase in
the selected index for the same time period, the facility's reimbursement
rate in the nursing services cost center shall equal the facility's cost from
the most recent cost reporting period plus any allowaice for inflation pro-
vided by legislative appropriation.

(b) If the percentage cost increase for a facility exceeds the increase in
the selected index, the department shall limit the cost used for setting the
facility's rate in the nursing services cost area to a lcvel reflecting the in-
crease in the selected index.

(7) If the facility's nursing staff level exceeds the reasonableness limit
established in subsection (3) of this section, the department shall determine
the increase for all items included in the nursing services cost center be-
tween the facility's most recent cost reporting period and the next prior cost
reporting period.

(a) If the percentage cost increase for a facility is below the increase in
the index selected pursuant to subsection (5) of this section, the facility's
reimbursement rate in the nursing cost center shall equal the facility's cost
from the most recent cost reporting period adjusted downward to reflect the
limit on nursing staff, plus any allowance for inflation provided by legisla-
tive appropriation subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section.

(b) If the percentage cost increase for a facility exceeds the increase in
the selected index, the department shall limit the cost used for setting the
facility's rate in the nursing services cost center to a level reflecting the
nursing staff limit and the cost increase limit, subject to the provisions of
subsection (4) of this section, plus any allowance for inflation provided by
legislative appropriation.

(8) The department is authorized to determine on a systematic basis
facilities with unmet patient care service needs. The department may in-
crease the nursing services cost center prospective rate for a facility beyond
the level determined in accordance with subsection (6) of this section if the
facility's actual and reported nursing staffing is one standard error or more
below predicted staffing as determined according to the method selected
pursuant to subsection (3) of this section and the facility has unmet patient
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care service needs: PROVIDED, That prospective rate increases authorized
by this subsection shall be funded only from legislative appropriations made
for this purpose and the increases shall be conditioned on specified im-
provements in patient care at such facilities.

(9) The department shall establish a method for identifying patients
with exceptional care requirements and a method for establishing or negoti-
ating on a consistent basis rates for such patients.

(10) The department, in consultation with interested parties, shall
adopt rules to establish the criteria the department will use in reviewing any
requests by a contractor for a prospective rate adjustment to be used to in-
crease the number of nursing staff. These rules shall also specify the time
period for submission and review of staffing requests: PROVIDED, That a
decision on a staffing request shall not take longer than sixty days from the
date the department receivcs such a complete request. In establishing the
criteria, the department may consider, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Increases in acuity levels of contractors' residents;

(b) Staffing patterns for similar facilities;

(c) Physical plant of contractor; and

(d) Survey, inspection of care, and department consultation results.

NEW_SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the House March 6, 1990.

Passed the Senate March 2, 1990.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 1990,

Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 27, 1990.

CHAPTER 208
[Substitute House Bill No. 2403]
STATE VIDEO TELECOMMUNICATIONS

AN ACT Relating to video telecommunications; amending RCW 43.105.005, 43.105.017,
43.105.020, 43.105.032, 43.105.041, and 43.105.052; adding a new section to chapter 28B.80
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 28B.50 RCW; adding new sections to chapter 43.105
RCW; adding a new section to Title 284 RCW; creating new sections; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Staie of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 1, chapter 504, Laws of 1987 and RCW 43.105.005 are
each amended to read as follows:

It is ((the)) a purpose of this chapter to provide for coordinated plan-
ning and management of state information services. The legislature recog-
nizes that information systems, telecommunications, equipment, software,
and services must satisfy the needs of end users and that many appropriate
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