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and shall be transferred to the county's current expense fund or to the fiscal
agent of the combined city-county health department.
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CHAPTER 26

[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 791]
COUNTY HOSPITALS

AN ACT Reclating to county hospitals; amending section 36.62.010, chapter 4, Laws of
1963 and RCW 36.62.010; amending scction 36.62.040, chapter 4, Laws ol 1963 and RCW
36.62.040; amending section 36.62.050, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.050; amend-
ing scction 36.62.060, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.060; amending scction 36.62-
.070, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by scction 72, chapter 167, Laws of 1983 and
RCW 36.62.070; amending section 36.62.090, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by scction
37, chapter 195, Laws of 1973 Ist ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.090; amending section 36.62.100,
chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.100; amending section 36.62.110, chapter 4, Laws of
1963 as amended by section 2, chapter 36, Laws of 1967 ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.110;
amending section 36.62.120, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.120; amending scction
36.62.130, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.130; amending section 36.62.140, chapter
4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.140; amending scction 36.62.150, chapter 4, Laws of 1963
and RCW 36.62.150; amending scction 36.62.160, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.160; amending scction 36.62.170, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.170; amending
section 36.62.180, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.180; amending section 36.62.190,
chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.190; amending section 36.62.200, chapter 4, Laws of
1963 as amended by section 1, chapter 17, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.200;
amending scction 36.62.210, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.210; amending section
36.62.230, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.230; amending section 36.62.252, chapter
4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by section 1, chapter 277, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW
36.62.252; amending section 36.62.270, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by section 2,
chapter 277, Laws of 197] ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.270; amending scction 1, chapter 36,
Laws of 1967 ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.290; repealing section 36.62.020, chapter 4, Laws of
1963 and RCW 36.62.020; repealing section 36.62.220, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW
36.62.220; repealing section 36.62.240, chapter 4, Laws of 1963, section 44, chapter 141, Laws
of 1979 and RCW 36.62.240; and repealing section 3, chapter 277, Laws of 1971 ex. sess, and
RCW 36.62.281.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Scc. 1. Section 36.62.010, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.010 are cach amended to read as follows:

The ((board—of—county—commissioners)) legislative authority of any

county may ecstablish, provide, and maintain hospitals for the care and
treatment of the indigent, sick, injured, ((amd-maternity—cases)) or infirm,
and for this purpose the ((board)) county legislative authority may:

(1) Purchase or lease real property ((therefor)) or use ((forthis—pur=
pose)) lands alrecady owned by the county ((providing-such-site-isfirst-ap=
proved-by-thestate-board-of-heatth));

(2) Erect all necessary buildings, make all necessary improvements and
repairs and alter any existing building for the usc of said hospitals;
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(3) Use county moneys, levy taxes, and issuc bonds as authorized by
law, to raise a suflicient amount of maney to cover the cost of procuring the
site, constructing and operating hospitals, and for the maintenance thercofl
and all other necessary and proper expenses; and

(4) ((Avpomt—a—boafd—of-fmstccrfor-smd-hosmtai‘

£53)) Accept and hold in trust for the county any grant of land, gift or
bequest of money, or any donation for the benefit of the purposes of this
chapter, and apply the same in accordance with the terms of the giflt((;

Scc. 2. Section 36.62.040, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.040 are cach amended to read as follows:

All contracts made in pursuance hereof shall be for such period of time
and upon such terms and conditions as shall be agreed upon. The contract
shall fully set forth the amount of money to be contributed by the county
and city towards the acquisition of such sitc and the improvement thereof
and the manner in which the property shall be improved and the character
of the building or buildings to be crected thercon. It may provide for the
amount of money to be contributed annually by the county and city for the
upkeep and maintenance ol the property and the building or buildings
thereon, or it may provide for the relative proportion of such expense, which
the counly and city shall annually pay. The contract may specily the parts
of such building or buildings which shall be set apart for the exclusive use
and occupation of the county and city. The money to be contributed by the
county or city may be rziscd by a sale of bonds of such county or city or by
general taxation. Any such county or city now possessing funds or having
funds available for a county or city hospital rom a sale of bonds or other-
wisc may contract for the expenditure of such funds, as hercin provided.
Such contract shall be made only after a proper resolution or ordinance of
the ((board-of-county-commissioners—of-the—county)) county legislative au-
thority and ordinance of the city have been passed specifically authorizing
it. The contract when made shall be binding upon the county and city dur-
ing its existence or until it is modificd or abrogated by mutual consent evi-
denced by ((a—proper-resotution-and-ordinance)) appropriate legislation. A
site with or without buildings may be contributed in licu of money at a val-
uation to be agreed upon.

Sec. 3. Scction 36.62.050, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.050 arc cach amended to read as (ollows:
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When it is proposcd to establish such hospital, a petition shall be pre-
scnted to the ((board-of-county-commissioners)) county legislative authori-
ty, signed by threec hundred or more resident taxpayers of the county,
requesting the ((board)) county legislative authority to submit to the clec-
tors the proposition to issue bonds for the purpose of procuring a site, and
crecting, cquipping, and maintaining such hospital, and specifying the
amount of bonds proposed to be issued for that purpose and the number of

hospital beds{(;-whichrmumber—shati-not-excced-onebed-forcach-thousand

population-incounties-of-more-than-fifty thousand-poputation)).
Sec. 4. Section 36.62.060, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.060 are cach amended to read as follows:

Upon presentation of the petition, the ((board-of-county-commission=
ers;-byorderunmanimousty-adopted;)) county legislative authority may sub-

mit to the voters of the county at the next general clection the question of
issuing bonds and levying a tax for such hospital.

Scc. 5. Scction 36.62.070, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by
section 72, chapter 167, Laws of 1983 and RCW 36.62.070 arc cach
amended to read as lollows:

« L ‘ . .
3 E i‘ e oy ‘ \ ‘[ . prop ‘
e bond g ; ; YICE y i
tiom—nd . F} esst] humdred-d IIL
ﬂm—onﬁhousand—doﬂars—bcamgmtcmsrm—a—mtroﬁmﬁmhmncd
by-thecounty-legistative-authorityand-payablearmuaty-or-semiammualty:))
The bonds issucd for such hospital shall ((be—sertat-bonds—with)) not have

maturities ((mot)) in cxcess of twenty ycars, ((Snch—bondﬁmy—bc-m—'my
form—including—bearer—bonds—or—registered—bonds—as—provided—in—REW

L}

2y Notwithstanding—subsection—(H—of —this—scction;)). Such bonds
((my)) shall be issued and sold in accordance with chapter 39.46 RCW.

Scc. 6. Scction 36.62.090, chapler 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by
section 37, chapter 195, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.090 arc
cach amended to read as lollows:

If the hospital is established, the ((board—of—county—commissioners))
county lepislative authority, at the time of levying general taxes, ((shaf))
may levy a tax ((at-therate-voted)), not to exceed fifty cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuc in any onc year, for thc maintenance of the
hospital.

Sec. 7. Section 36.62.100, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.100 are cach amended to read as follows:

Patients shall be admitted to such hospitals in accordance with

((rutes)) policies to be ((established)) proposed by the board of ((county

[253]



Ch. 26 WASHINGTON LAWS, 1984

commisstonersbut-such-rutes)) trustees and approved by the county legis-
lative authority. The policies shall provide, within the resources available to
the hospital, that ((preference-in-the)) admission of patients shall ((begiven
to—thosc—unable-to-pay-for-their-care-in—private-institutions)) not be depen-

dent upon their ability to pay. Whenever a patient has been admitted to the

hospital ((fmnr-the—counmn—w{nch-thr-hnspmhs-sﬁumtd—thc—supcrm-

the—shatbeadmitted—frecofcharge)) and in accordance with rules estab-

lished by the board of trustees, the hospital may determine the person's
ability to pay for the care provided by the hospital, render billings for the
care, and take necessary steps to obtain payment for the costs of the care
from the person, from the person's cstate, or from any persons or organiza-
tions legally liable for the person's support.

Scc. 8. Scction 36.62.110, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by
section 2, chapter 36, Laws of 1967 cx. sess. and RCW 36.62.110 are cach
amended to read as follows:

Whenever any county, or any county and city jointly, or two or more
counties jointly, establish a hospital ((of-two—hundred—or-more—beds;)) for
the care and treatment of the indigent, sick, injured, or infirm, under the
provisions of this chapter, and such hospital is completed and ready for op-
cration, the ((boafd-of—comrty—comnﬁssioncrs)) county legislative authority
of the county in which the institution is located shall appoint ((astrustees
for-the—institution—six—sccutar)) thirteen persons((—two—to—be—from—cach
county—commissioner—district—romimated—by—tie—county—commissoner
clectedfromeachsuch-district—Fhesix)) as trustees for the institution. The
thirteen trustees, together with the additional trustees required by RCW
36 62.130, if any, ((and-thegencratsuperintendent,if-any;)) shall constitute
a board of trustees for such hospital.

Secc. 9. Section 36.62.120, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-

.120 are cach amended to rcad as follows:

The first members of the board of trustees of such institution shall bc
appointed by the ((board-of-county—commissioners—within—thirty-days—after
March—23—1931 oo h-1—hospitat-orinstitution—and
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thereafter)) county legislative authority within thirty days after the institu-
tion has been completed and is ready for operation. ((Fhemembers—of-the
board-of G ted-shath + ted-fort] .

y ’ ) L] ] ¢ At

; o d . . “sors . ppom :
) .. . PT . ! s
; Fjlﬁ . _suct <hatit 13 redt
fot:)) The county legislative authority appointing the initial members shall
appoint threc members for onc—year terms, three members for two-year
terms, three members for three—year terms, and four members for four-year
terms, and until their successors are appointed and qualified, and thercafter
their successors shall be appointed for terms of four years and until their
successors are appointed and qualified: PROVIDED, That the continuation
of a member past the expiration date of the term shall not change the com-
mencement date of the term of the succeeding member. Each term of the
initial trustees shall be deemed to commence on the first day of August fol-
lowing the appointment but shall also include the period intervening be-
tween the appointment and the frst day of August following the
appointment.

For an institution which is alrcady in existence on the cffective date of
this 1984 act, the county legislative authority shall appoint within thirty
days of the cflfective date of this 1984 act three additional members for one—
year terms, two additional members for two-ycar terms, and two additional
members for three—year terms, and until their successors are appointed and
qualificd, and thereafter their successors shall be appointed for terms of
four years and until their successors arc appointed and qualified: PROVID-
ED FURTHER, That the continuation of an additional member past the
cxpiration date of the term shall not change the commencement date of the
term of the succeeding member. Each term of the initial additional mem-
bers shall be deemed to commence on the first day of August of the year of
appointment but shall also include the period intervening between the ap-
pointment and the first day of August of the year of the appointment.

Upon ecxpiration of the terms of current members, the successors to
current members shall be appointed for four-year terms and until their
successors arc appointed and qualified: AND PROVIDED FURTHER,
That the continuation of a successor Lo a current member past the expira-
tion date of the term shall not change the commencement date of the term
of the succceding member. Each term of the initial successors to current
members shall be deemed to commence on the first day of August following
the expiration of a current term but shall also include the period intervening
between the appointment and the (lirst day of August of the year of the

appointment.
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Sec. 10. Section 36.62.130, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.130 are cach amended to read as follows:

In case two or more countics establish a hospital jointly, the ((six))
thirtcen members of the board of trustees shall be chosen as provided from
the county in which the institution is located and cach ((board—of—county
commissioners)) county legislative authority of the other county or counties
which contributed to the establishment of the hospital shall appoint two ad-
ditional members of the board of trustees. The regular term of each of the
two additional members shall be ((six)) four years and until their successors
are appointed and qualified. Such additional members shall be residents of
the respective counties from which they are appointed and shall otherwise
possess the same qualifications as other trustees. The first term of office of
the persons first appointed as additional members shall be fixed by the

((board-of county-commisstoners)) county legislative authority of the county

in which said hospital or institution is located, but shall not be for more
than ((six)) four ycars.

Sec. 11. Section 36.62.140, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.140 arc cach amended 1o read as follows:

No person shall be cligible for appointment as a trustee ((untess—he-ts

shatt-be-chigtble-for-appointment-asa-trustee-who-isa—clergyman-of-any-de-
nomimation—or)) who holds or has held ((any-officc-with—pay)) during the
period of two years immediately prior to ((his)) appointment any salaried
office_or position in any office, department, or branch of the ((county;
pointment—is-to-be-made)) government which established or maintained the
hospital.

Scc. 12. Section 36.62.150, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.150 are ecach amended to read as follows:

The ((board—of—county—commissioners)) county legislative authority
which Jppomlcd a mcmbcr of the board of trustees ((ma‘y-by—umrmmous
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ments;-inchidinga—reasonableattorney’s—fee)) may remove the member for

cause and in the manner provided in this section. Notice shall be provided
by the county appointing authority 1o the trustec and the board of trustees
generally. The notice shall sct forth reasons which justify removal. The
trustee shall be provided opportunity for a hearing before the county ap-
pointing authority: PROVIDED, That three consecutive unexcused absences
from rcgular meetings of the board of trustees shall be deemed cause for
removal of a trustce without hearing. Any trustee removed for a cause other
than three consccutive uncxcused absences may appeal the removal within
twenty days of the order of removal by secking a writ of review before the
superior court pursuant to chapter 7.16 RCW. Removal shall disqualify the
trustee from subscquent rcappointment.

Scc. 13. Scction 36.62.160, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.160 arc cach amended to read as follows:
Any vacancy in the board of trusteces ((except—that—of-an—exofficio
member)) shall be filled by appointment by the ((board)) county legislative
authority making the original appointment, and such appointee shall hold
office for the remainder of the term of the trustee ((imwhosestead—he—is

appomted)) replaced.
Scc. 14. Scction 36.62.170, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.170 are cach amended to rcad as follows:

(Withi l frerthe: . 4 . hataalif

mcchng—ﬂ-nmcchngm:ry—bndyoumcd—fmm—hmc—to—tnnc—)) A majority of
the trustees shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Scc. 15. Scction 36.62.180, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.180 arc cach amended to read as follows:

The board of trustees shall:

(1) Have general supervision and care of such hospitals and institutions
and the buildings and grounds thercof and power to do cverything nccessary
to the proper maintenance and operation thercol within the limits of ap-
proved budgets and the appropriations authorized;

(2) Elcct from among its members a president and vice president;
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(3) Adopt bylaws and rules for its own guidance and for the govern-
ment of the hospital;

(4) Prepare annually a budget covering both hospital operations and
capital projects, in accordance with the provisions of ((the—county-budget))
applicable law, and file such budgets with the county ((auditor)) treasurer
or if the hospital has been established by more than onc county, with the
county ({(muditor)) trcasurer of cach county, and if a city has contributed to
the establishment of the hospital, with the official of the city charged by law
with the preparation of the city budget((;adetaitedand-itemized-cstinmate;

both-of-probablerevenues{from——sources-other-thantaxatiomand-of-attex=
penditures-required-from-—such—county;—counties;and-—city,as-thecasemay
beby-the-hospitat-or-institutionfor-theensuingfiscat-year)); and

((633)) (5) File ((dunng—thrﬁrst—w:ck—mﬁanmrrof—cach—ycaf)) with
the ((board-of-county—commissioners)) legislative authority of cach county
and ((the)) city ((councit-or-governing-body—of-any—city)) contributing to

the cstablishment of such hospital, at a time to be determined by the county
legislative authority of the county in which the hospital is located, a report
covering the proceedings of the board with reference to the hospital((zand-a
statement—of—att-receipts—and-—expenditures—during—the-preceding—calendar
year)) during the preceding twelve months and an annual financial report
and statement.

Scc. 16. Section 36.62.190, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.190 arc each amended to read as follows:
The board of trustces may((:

{HAdopt-bytaws—and-rutesforits—own—pguidance-and—for-thegovern=

€7})) accept property by gift, devise, bequest, or otherwisc for the use
of such institution, cxcept that acceptance of any interest in real property
shall be by prior authorization by the county.
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Sec. 17. Section 36.62.200, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by
scction 1, chapter 17, Laws of 1979 ex. scss. and RCW 36.62.200 arc cach
amended to read as follows:

No trustee((;except-the—ex—officiomembers)) shall reccive any com-
pensation or cmolument whatever for services as trustee; nor shall any trus-
tece have or acquirc any personal interest in any lease or contract
whatsoever, made by the county or board of trustees with respect to such
hospital or institution: PROVIDED, That cach member of a board of trust-
ces of a county hospital may be reimbursed for travel expenses in accord-
ance with RCW 43.,03.050 and 43.03.060 as now cxisting or hercafter
amended: PROVIDED FURTHER, That, in addition, trustecs of a county
hospital shall be reimbursed for travel cxpenses for traveling from their
home to a trustec meeting at a rate provided for in RCW 43.03.060 as now
existing or hercafter amended.

Scc. 18. Scction 36.62.210, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.210 are each amended to read as follows:

((Fhe—board-of-trustees—shatt-employand-fix-the-sataryofa—gencrat
:tendent—who-shat-frrmish-a-bond-im-suct be—fixed

perintendent;ofa—generat-hospitak)) The board of trustees shall appoint a
superintendent who shall be appointed for an indefinite time and be remov-
able at the will of the board of trustces. Appointments and removals shall
be by resolution, introduced at a regular meeting and adopted at a subsc-
quent regular meeting by a majority vote. The superintendent shall receive
such salary as the board of trustees shall fix by resolution.

Scc. 19. Scction 36.62.230, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62-
.230 arc cach amended to rcad as follows:

The ((generat)) superintendent shall be the chiefl executive officer of
the hospital or institution and shall perform all administrative services nec-
cssary to the cfficient and cconomical conduct of the hospital or institution
and the admission and proper carc of persons properly entitled to the ser-
vices thereof as provided by law or by the rules and regulations of the board
of trustees.

Scc. 20. Scction 36.62.252, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended
by scction 1, chapter 277, Laws of 1971 cx. sess. and RCW 36.62.252 arc
cach amended to read as follows:
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Every county which maintains a county hospital or infirmary shall cs-
tablish a "county hospital fund" into which fund shall be deposited all un-
restricted moneys received (rom any source for hospital or infirmary services
including money received for services to recipients of public assistance and
other persons without income and resources sufficient to secure such ser-
vices. The county may maintain other funds for restricted moneys. Obliga-
tions incurred ( from—such—hospitattzatior—and—mnfirmmary—care)) by
hospital shall be paid from ((the)) such funds by the county treasurer in thc
same manner as general county obhgauons are paid. The county ((aunditor))
treasurer shall furnish to the ((board-of-county-commrissioners)) county leg-
islative_authority a monthly report of receipts and disbursements in the
county hospital funds which report shall also show the balance of cash on
hand,

Sec. 21. Scction 36.62.270, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as amended by
section 2, chapter 277, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 36.62.270 are cach
amended to read as follows:

In the event that additional funds are needed for the operation of a
county hospitai or infirmary, the ((board-of-county-commissioners)) county
legislative authority shall have authority to adopt a supplemental budget.
Such supplemental budget shall set forth the amount and sources of funds
and the items of expenditure involved. ((fn-the—adoptionof-a—supplementat
budpet-the-board-of-countycommissioners—shatt-foHow-the-sameprocedure
asrequiredmmder-theprovistonsof REW-36:46-186:))

Scc. 22. Scection 1, chapter 36, Laws of 1967 ex. sess. and RCW 36-
.62.290 are cach amended (o read as follows:

Whenever any county, or any county and city jointly, or two or more
counties jointly, establish a hospital ((of-two-hundred-or-more-beds;)) under
the provisions of this chapter, the board of trustees of the hospital is em-
powered, with the approval of the ((board-of-county-commissioners)) county
legislative authority, to enter into a contract with the board of regents of a
state university to provide hospital services, including management under
the direction of a hospital administrator for the hospital, to provide for the
rendering of medical services in connection with the hospital and to provide
for the conduct of teaching and research activities by the university in con-
nection with the hospital. Any such board of regents is empowered to enter
into such a contract, 1o provide such hospital services, and to provide for the
rendition of such medical services and for the carrying on of teaching and
research in connection with such a hospital. If such a contract is entered
into, the provisions of RCW ((scetions)) 36.62.210((7-36:62:226)) and 36-
.62.230 shall not be applicable during the term of the contract and all of the
powers, dutics and functions vested in the superintendent ((orthe—generat
superintendent)) in this chapter ((36:62-REW)) shall be vested in the board
of trustecs. The board of trustees shall provide for such conditions and con-
trols in the contract as it shall deem to be in the community interest.
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NEW SECTION. Scc. 23. The following acts or parts of acts arc cach
repealed:

(1) Scction 36.62.020, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.020;

(2) Scction 36.62.220, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.62.220;

(3) Scction 36.62.240, chapter 4, Laws of 1963, scction 44, chapter
141, Laws of 1979 and RCW 36.62.240; and

(4) Section 3, chapter 277, Laws of 1971 cx. sess. and RCW
36.62.281.

Passed the House January 25, 1984.

Passed the Senate February 16, 1984,

Approved by the Governor February 23, 1984,

Filed in Office of Sccretary of State February 23, 1984,

CHAPTER 27
{Substitute House Bill No. 1101]
ABSENTEE BALLOTS——HOSPITAL PATILNTS

AN ACT Relating to absentec voting; amending scction 29.36.010, chapter 9, Laws of
1965 as last amended by section 76, chapter 361, Laws of 1977 cx. sess. and RCW 29.36.010;
and amending section 29.36.035, chapter 9, Laws of 1965 and RCW 29.36.035.

Be it cnacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Scc. 1. Scction 29.36.010, chapter 9, Laws of 1965 as last amended by
scction 76, chapter 361, Laws of 1977 cx. sess. and RCW 29.36.010 arc
cach amended to read as follows:

((madditi , 3
amendatory-—act;)) Any duly registered voter may vote an absentee ballot for
any primary or clection in the manner provided in this chapter.

A voter desiring to cast an absentee ballot must apply in writing to his
county auditor no carlicr than forty—five days nor later than the day prior to
any clection or primary: PROVIDED, That an application honored for a
primary ballot shall also be honored as an application for a ballot for the
following clection if the voter so indicates on his application: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That a voter admitted to a hospital no carlicr than five days
before a primary or clection and confined to the hospital on clection day
may apply by messenger for an absentce ballot on the day of the primary or
clection if a signed statement from the hospital administrator, or designee,
verifying the voter's date of admission and status as a patient in the hospital
on the day of the primary or clection is attached to the absentee ballot
application.

Such applications must contain the voter's signaturec and may be made
in person or by mail or messenger: PROVIDED, That no application for an
absentee ballot shall be approved unless the voter's signature upon the ap-
plication compares favorably with the voter's signature upon his permancnt
registration record.
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