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county of the applicant's residence may issue a temperary emcrgency li-
cense for good cause pending review under subsection (1) of this section.

(6) A political subdivision of the state shall not modify the require-
ments of this section or chapter, nor may a political subdivision ask the ap-
plicant to voluntarily submit any information not required by this section. A
civil suit may be brought to enjoin a wrongful refusal to issue a license or a
wrongful modification of the requirements of this section or chapter. The
civil suit may be brought in the county in which the application was made
or in Thurston county at the discretion of the petitioner. Any person who
prevails against a public agency in any action in the courts for a violation of
this chapter shall be awarded costs, including reasonable attorneys' fees, in-
curred in connection with such legal action.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1988,

Passed the House March 3, 1988.

Approved by the Governor March 24, 1988.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 24, 1988.

CHAPTER 264
[Substitute House Bill No. 932}
RENTAL PAYMENTS TO LANDLORDS FROM PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

AN ACT Relating to rental payments to landlords from public assistance; and creating a
new section,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Persons receiving public assistance, par-
ticularly families, frequently have great difficulty obtaining adequate hous-
ing. The department of social and health services is directed to conduct a
pilot program designed to show whether the supply of housing for persons
on public assistance would increase if the department made rental payments
directly to landlords.

(2) The department shall solicit not fewer than three nor more than
seven local governing bodies for participation in the pilot program. In im-
plementing this program the department shall:

(a) Provide a written statement notifying the recipient of public assist-
ance that the landlord may not legally require direct payment from the
department;

(b) Upon written request of the recipient pay to the recipient's landlord
as defined in RCW 59.18.030, through the local governing body, that por-
tion that equals ninety percent of the monthly public assistance grant which
is allocated for rent in the department's payment standard under RCW 74-
.04.770 or ninety percent of the rent, whichever is less. No direct payment
shall be made for rent of premises with respect to which the landlord is not
in compliance with RCW 59.18.060;
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(c) Promptly terminate such payments to the landlord upon the recipi-
ent's written request, provided that the recipient gives written notice of ter-
mination of direct payments to the landlord and the local governing body;

(d) Enter into an agreement with the local governing bodies selected to
participate in the pilot program for the direct payment of rent to landlords.

(3) The local governing bodies selected to participate in the pilot pro-
gram shall:

(a) Administer the pilot program using existing housing assistance
providers, where appropriate;

(b) Charge the landlord a monthly fee of two dollars to cover the cost
of administering each direct payment made under this section, which fee
shall not be charged to the tenant;

(c) Charge the landlord a fee, up to fifty dollars, to cover the cost of
inspecting and certifying that the housing unit is in compliance with the
housing quality standards used for the United States department of housing
and urban development, section eight existing housing program.

(4) The landlords participating in the pilot program shall mail to the
secretary and the local governing body, by certified mail, a copy of any no-
tice served upon the tenant under RCW 59.12.030 or 59.18.200 which ter-
minates the tenancy. The notice, when mailed to the secretary and the local
governing body, shall constitute the landlord's request that the sccretary
and local governing body cease making direct payments of rent to the
landlord.

(5) No recipient of public assistance shall be liable to the department
of social and health services for any amount incorrectly paid to a landlord
under this section. The department shall recover such overpayment from the
landlord under RCW 74.04.700.

(6) The department of social and health services shall adopt rules un-
der chapter 34.04 RCW regarding the pilot program.

(7) The secretary may include in the department's annual report to the
governor and the legislature a summary of the progress and status of the
pilot program. The summary shall include but need not be limited to the
results of the individual projects selected, the number of persons served, and
recommendations for improving the program.

(8) The secretary shall immediately take such steps as are necessary to
ensure that this section is implemented on its effective date. This section
shall take effect July 1, 1988,

(9) This section shall terminate June 30, 1991, unless extended by law
for an additional fixed period of time.
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