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Title 29
ELECTIONS

Chapters

29.01 Definitions.

29.04  General provisions.

29.07  Registration of voters.

29.10 Registration transfers and cancellations.

29.13  Times for holding elections and primaries.

29.18  Partisan primaries.

29.21 Nonpartisan primaries and elections.

29.24  Nominations other than by primary.

29.27  Certificates and notices.

29.30  Ballots.

29.33 Voting machines.

29.34 Voting devices and vote tallying systems.

29.36  Absentee voting.

29.39  Absentee service voters.

29.42 Political parties.

29.45 Precinct election officers.

29.48 Polling place regulations before polls open.

29.51 Polling place regulations during voting hours.

29.54  Polling place regulations during voting hours
and after closing.

29.57  Polling places
capped persons.

29.59  Challenging.

29.62  Canvassing the returns.

29.64  Statutory recount proceedings.

29.65  Contests.

29.68 United States congressional elections.

29.71 United States presidential electors.

29.74  United States constitutional amendment
conventions.

29.79 Initiative and referendum.

29.80 Candidates' pamphlet.

29.81 Voters' pamphlet.

29.82  The recall.

29.85  Crimes and penalties.

2998  Construction.

Accessibility for handi-

Agricultural enabling act of 1955
assent to marketing orders under: Chapter 15.66 RCW.
commodity commissions under
composition——Terms: RCW 15.66.110.
nominations——Elections——Vacancies: RCW 15.66.120.

Agricultural enabling act of 1961

assent to marketing agreements under: Chapter 15.65 RCW.

commodity boards under
election of members: Procedure: RCW 15.65.260.
nominations for election to: RCW 15.65.250.
qualifications of members: RCW 15.65.230.
terms of members——Elections: RCW 15.65.240.
vacancies, etc.. RCW 15.65.270.

Apple advertising commission
assessments, referendum on increase: RCW 15.24.090.
created———Qualifications of members: RCW 15.24.020.
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members Election——Terms of office——District subdivi-
sions: RCW 15.24.030.

members——Nominations——Method of election. RCW
15.24.040.

vacancies: RCW 15.24.050.

Arrest

militia, privileged from arrest while attending election of officers:
State Constitution Art. 10 § 5.

voter, when privileged from: State Constitution Art. 6 § 5.

Board of airport district commissioners——Members Election—

Terms Expenses: RCW 14.08.304.
Cemetery districts
commissioners: Election——Declarations of candidacy——

Vacancies: RCW 68.16.140 through 68.16.160.
dissolution of election on: RCW 68.16.240.
election on formation of: Chapter 68.16 RCW.
special elections: RCW 68.16.170.

Cities and towns
advancement of classification
election——Certifying of returns: RCW 35.06.040.
election——Effect of adverse vote: RCW 35.06.050.
election——Effect of favorable vote: RCW 35.06.060.
election of new officers: RCW 35.06.080.
procedure if census is favorable: Election: RCW 35.06.030.
annexation for municipal purposes, vote on: RCW 35.13.180.
annexation of unincorporated areas
election method as alternative: RCW 35.13.120.
election method——Canvass——Vote required for annexation,
etc.. RCW 35.13.090.
election method——Conduct of election: RCW 35.13.070.
election method——Effective date of annexation——Assess-
ment, etc.: RCW 35.13.110.
election method——Fixing date of election: RCW 35.13.060.
election method——Hearing——Notice: RCW 35.13.040.
election method——Notice of election: RCW 35.13.080.
election method Ordinance providing for annexation, as-
sumption of indebtedness: RCW 35.13.100.
election method——Petition for election——Content: RCW
35.13.030.
election method——Petition for election——Signers——Filing
and approval, costs of election, etc.: RCW 35.13.020.
election method——Petition or resolution for election
Others covering same area barred from consideration, with-
drawal: RCW 35.13.050.
election method——Resolution for election——Contents of:
RCW 35.13.015.
commission form of government
abandonment——Method——Election on: RCW 35.17.430
through 35.17.460.
elections——Terms of commissioners
35.17.020.
franchises as subject to referendum: RCW 35.17.220.
officers and employees——Political activity forbidden: RCW
35.17.160.
ordinances as subject to referendum, election on: RCW 35.17-
.230 through 35.17.250.
ordinances by initiative petitior, election on: RCW 35.17.260
through 35.17.360.
organization——Ballots: RCW 35.17.390.

Vacancies: RCW

organization——Election of new officers——Term: RCW
35.17.400.
organization——Petition——Election for: RCW 35.17.380.
consolidation
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canvass of votés~—Joift canvention——Abstract of vote, con-
tents, filing:"RCW+-35.10.240.
designation of election date——Notice to other corporations
effected: RCW 35.10.220.
duty to call election——Notice: RCW 35.10.230.
effective date——Terms of office: RCW 35.10.260.

election of officers of new corporation: RCW 35.10.250.

when incorporation complete——Forms of elected officers——
First municipal election: RCW 35.04.130.
incorporation proceedings
ballots: RCW 35.02.110.
candidates for elective positions
Ballot position: RCW 35.02.086.
certificates of election——Terms of elected officers, etc.: RCW

Filing—— W ithdrawal——

council-manager plan, under 35.02.130.
abandonment——Method——Special election necessary—— certification of election results, etc.: RCW 35.02.120. .
Effect: RCW 35.18.300 through 35.18.320. election Conduct——Voters' qualifications: RCW
council——Eligibility: RCW 35.18.150. 35.02.090.
number of councilmen——Terms——Vacancies: RCW election on question and of officers required: RCW 35.02.080.
35.18.020. notice of election Contents: RCW 35.02.100.

organization——Ballots: RCW 35.18.260.

organization——Election of council, procedure: RCW

metropolitan municipal corporations
additional functions——Authorized by election: RCW

35.18.270. 35.58.100.
_organization——Election procedure: RCW 35.18.250. annexation of property to, election procedure: RCW 35.58.530
disincorporation through 35.58.550.

ballots: RCW 35.07.060.
calling election Receiver: RCW 35.07.040.

bonds——Issuance, sale, election, etc.: RCW 35.58.450.
election procedure to form corporation and levy tax, etc.: RCW

canvass of returns: RCW 35.07.080. 35.58.090.
conduct of election: RCW 35.07.070. hearings on petition, resolution——Inclusion, exclusion of ter-
notice of election: RCW 35.07.050. ) ) ritory——Boundaries——Calling election: RCW

towns, failure to hold elections as grounds for involuntary dis- 35.58.080.
solution of: RCW 35.07.230. funds, disbursements——Election expenses, etc.. RCW

executory conditional sales contracts for purchase of property by, 35.58.430.
_ election on, when: RCW 39.30.010. resolution, petition for election——Requirements, procedure:

firemen's relief and pensions, elected board members: RCW RCW 35.58.070.

41.16.020.
first class
bonds voted by people——Transfer of excess to redemption
fund: RCW 35.22.590.
charter amendments, elections on: RCW 35.22.120, 35.22.130.
framing charter
certificate of election to officers: RCW 35.22.100.
election of freeholders: RCW 35.22.050.
election on adoption
conduct of: RCW 35.22.080.
form of ballot: RCW 35.22.090.
notice: RCW 35.22.070.
legislative powers, where vested, etc.: RCW 35.22.200.
new or revised charter, elections on: RCW 35.22.140 through

metropolitan park districts
bond elections
certification of votes——Canvass: RCW 39.40.030.
existing laws to apply: RCW 39.40.020.
forty percent poll of voters required: RCW 39.40.010.
election of commissioners——Terms: RCW 35.61.050.
election of commissioners——Time of—-—-Nomination——
Filling vacancies: RCW 35.61.060, 35.61.070.
elections Creation of district: RCW 35.61.040.
elections——Declaration of intention-—Question stated:
RCW 35.61.030.
elections——Eligibility of voters: RCW 35.61.080.
elections——Laws governing: RCW 35.61.090.
elections——Petition Area: RCW 35.61.020.

polig:.zrze.h!cs;'olan d pensions, elected members of board: RCW executory conditional sales contracts for purchase of property
41.20.010. ’ ’ by, election on, when: RCW 39.30.010.

retirement system, elected members of: RCW 41.28.080.
water system——Submission of plan to voters——Notice, etc.:
RCW 35.22.380 through 35.22.400.
fiscal—Budgets
excess indebtedness, authority, election, to contract: RCW 35-
.37.050, 35.37.060.
validation of preexisting obligations by former city, election on:
RCW 35.37.027.
fiscal——Validation and funding of debts
effect of vote to fund validated indebtedness: RCW 35.40.020.
ratification and funding after consolidation or annexation, ef-
fect of vote to fund validated indebtedness, conduct of elec-
tion: RCW 35.40.030 through 35.40.050.
ratification and funding at same election: RCW 35.40.010.
funding indebtedness in, election for: RCW 39.52.010.
incorporation First class cities
charter Procedure for adoption——Election of first offi-
cials: RCW 35.03.040.
resolution——Election——Conduct  of
35.03.030.
incorporation of, election for: State Constitution Art. 11 § 10
(Amendment 40).
incorporation of intercounty areas
candidates Filing, withdrawal, ballot position——Qualifi-
cation of electors: RCW 35.04.090.
certification of election results——Order of incorporation——
Candidates elected: RCW 35.04.120.
election for incorporation: RCW 35.04.080.
form of ballot: RCW 35.04.110.
municipal election procedure: RCW 35.04.140.
notice of election: RCW 35.04.100.

election: RCW
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indebtedness limit, with or without popular vote: RCW 35.61-
.100, 35.61.110.
territorial annexation election on: RCW 35.61.270, 35.61.280.
municipal utilities
election to acquire and operate: RCW 35.92.070.
sale or lease, election on: RCW 35.94.020.
name, change of, election for
election——Petition Ballot: RCW 35.62.020.
nominations of new name: RCW 35.62.030.
placing names on election ballot: RCW 35.62.040.
results——Certification: RCW 35.62.060.
results——Votes necessary: RCW 35.62.050.
pedestrian malls, election to discontinue: RCW 35.71.130.
reduction of city limits
canvassing the returns——Abstract of vote: RCW 35.16.030.
notice of election: RCW 35.16.020.
petition for election: RCW 35.16.010.
second class
conduct of elections: RCW 35.23.050.
construction or repair of bridge, exceeding indebtedness limita-
tion for, election on: RCW 39.36.040.
contested elections: RCW 35.23.070.
councilmen, eligibility to office: RCW 35.23.530.
elections——Terms of office: RCW 35.23.040.
elective officers: RCW 35.23.020.
eligibility to hold elective office: RCW 35.23.030.
officers——Vacancies: RCW 35.23.240.
police judge, qualifications of——Election: RCW 35.23.660.
sewerage systems, refuse collection and disposal, adoption. of
plan——Ordinance——Election——Vote required: RCW
35.67.030.
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state-wide city employees retirement, election to participate in:
RCW 41.44.050.
third class
city officers enumerated, etc.: RCW 35.24.020.
conduct of elections: RCW 35.24.060.
contested elections: RCW 35.24.070.
elections——Terms of office: RCW 35.24.050.
eligibility to hold elective office: RCW 35.24.030.
officers Vacancies: RCW 35.24.100.
towns
conduct of elections: RCW 35.27.100.
contested elections: RCW 35.27.110.
elections——Terms of oftice: RCW 35.27.090.
eligibility to hold elective office: RCW 35.27.080.
officers enumerated: RCW 35.27.070.
officers——Vacancies: RCW 35.27.140.
unclassified cities, additional indebtedness with popular vote:
RCW 35.30.050.
City and county combined municipal corporation, elections for: State
Constitution Art. 11 § 16 (Amendment 58).
Civil service and retirement rights preserved when elective office as-
sumed: RCW 41.04.120.
Constables
conduct of election: RCW 3.08.020.
county commissioners may abolish office: RCW 3.08.080.
election of: RCW 3.08.010.
increase in justices or constables——Vacancies: RCW 3.12.051.
vacancies: RCW 3.08.050.
Constitution——State
amendments to, election on: State Constitution Art. 23 § |,
(Amendment 37).
articles under to be submitted to people: State Constitution Art.
27 § 17.
ballots, form of used for vote on: State Constitution Art. 27 § 18.
election on, method: State Constitution Art. 27 § 15.
officers provided in, when elected: State Constitution Art. 27 § 7.
officers under, commencement of terms: State Constitution Art.
27 § 16.
submission to people: State Constitution Art. 23 § 3.
Constitutional convention, election on calling of: State Constitution
Art. 23 § 2.
Contested elections, executive officers——State: State Constitution
Art. 3 § 4.
Corporations and associations
building corporations composed of fraternal society members,
membership——Trustees——Election: RCW 24.24.060.
cooperative associations
stock: Issues Vote Limits: RCW 23.86.110.
stockholders may vote by mail: RCW 23.86.150.
fish marketing act under
direct election of directors from districts of territory: RCW
24.36.190.
election of directors by representatives or advisers from districts
of territory: RCW 24.36.200.
primary elections to nominate directors: RCW 24.36.210.
terms of directors, etc.: RCW 24.36.230.
private business corporations act under
transfer of assets——Notice of meeting to vote on, etc.: Chap-
ter 23A.24 RCW.
voting rights Proxies, etc.: RCW 23A.08.270, 23A.08.280,
23A.08.300.
voting trusts: RCW 23A.08.330.
Counties
auditor, cannot act as attorney or lobbyist, etc.: RCW 36.22.110.
bond elections
certification of votes——Canvass: RCW 39.40.030.
existing laws to apply: RCW 39.40.020.
forty percent poll of voters required: RCW 39.40.010.
commissioners
board established——Quorum: RCW 36.32.010.
chairman——Election, powers: RCW 36.32.100.
districts: RCW 36.32.020.
elected by entire county: RCW 36.32.050.
nomination by districts: RCW 36.32.040.
terms: RCW 36.32.030.
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vacancies on board: RCW 36.32.070.
county seat, removal of election on: State Constitution Art. 11 §
2.
ferry districts in, establishment, officers, election on: RCW 36-
.54.080, 36.54.100.
funding indebtedness in, election for: RCW 39.52.010.
funds
election reserve fund: RCW 36.33.200, 36.33.210.
reserve fund Purpose——Election to allow other specified
use: RCW 36.33.020.
"Home Rule" charter, election on: State Constitution Art. 11 § 4
(Amendment 21).
hospitals, bond election for: RCW 36.62.050, 36.62.060.
officers, generally
election and terms: State Constitution Art. 11 § 5 (Amendment
57).
elective county of ficers enumerated: RCW 36.16.030.
offices of auditor and clerk may be combined in eighth class
counties: Salary: RCW 36.16.032.
term of county and precinct officers: RCW 36.16.020.
time of election: RCW 36.16.010.
vacancies, how filled: State Constitution Art. 11 § 6 (Amend-
ment 52).
vacancies in office: RCW 36.16.110.
prosecuting attorney, county "Home Rule" charter not to affect
election of: State Constitution Art. 11 § 4 (Amendment 21).
park and recreation districts
commissioners
residence qualification——Terms——Election procedure:
RCW 36.69.090.
vacancies: RCW 36.69.100.
declaration of result of election: RCW 36.69.080.
district subdivisions——Candidates——Election for formation:
RCW 36.69.060.
elections——Procedure: RCW 36.69.070.
special levies for authorized: RCW 36.69.140.
park and recreation service areas
election procedure, etc.: RCW 36.68.480.
resolution ordering election: RCW 36.68.470.
vote required: RCW 36.68.490.
prosecuting attorney
eligibility to office: RCW 36.27.010.
private practice prohibited in certain counties: RCW 36.27.060.
removal of county seats
failure of election——Limitation on subsequent removal elec-
tion: RCW 36.12.080.
limitation on successive removal elections: RCW 36.12.090.
manner of voting: RCW 36.12.040.
notice of election——Election, how held: RCW 36.12.030.
requisites of petition——Submission to electors: RCW
36.12.020.
vote required——Notice of result: RCW 36.12.050.
roads and bridges, bonds, for, election on, 1913 Act: RCW 36.76-
.080, 36.76.100.
roads and bridges, election on issuance of bonds for toll bridges
within or without county: RCW 36.76.140.
road improvement districts
election on: RCW 36.88.030, 36.88.040.
sufficiency of signatures on petitions, ballots, objections: RCW
36.88.370.
sheriff, sheriff not to practice law: RCW 36.28.110.
territory stricken from, election on: State Constitution Art. 11 §

3
transfer of territory where city's harbor lies in two counties
conduct of election——Proclamation of change: RCW
36.08.020.

petition and notice of election: RCW 36.08.010.
County clerk, initial election: State Constitution Art. 27 § 7.
County superintendent, "Home Rule" charter not to affect election of:
State Constitution Art. 11 § 4 (Amendment 21).
Day on which any general election is held throughout the state as " le-
gal holiday": RCW 1.16.050.
Diking districts
commissioners——Term of office upon consolidation: RCW
85.05.590.
commissioners, vacancies: RCW 85.05.085.
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consolidation of districts, election on: RCW 85.05.560 through

85.05.600. '

election of district commissioners——Terms: RCW 85.05.060.

election to organize——Commissioners——Notices——Costs:
RCW 85.05.040.

election to organize--—Qualification of voters——Etc.: RCW
85.05.050.

Diking, drainage and sewerage improvement districts
election of supervisors Notice——Qualification of electors:
RCW 85.08.290.
merge with irrigation district, election on: RCW 85.08.860
through 85.08.880.
supervisors after consolidation: RCW 85.08.610.
Supervisors Terms——Elections——Duties: RCW 85.08.300.
Diking or drainage districts in two or more counties
commissioners Election Terms, etc.: RCW 85.24.040.
election for formation, commissioners: RCW 85.24.040.
Diking or drainage districts, reorganization into improvement districts
1917 Act, election on: Chapter 85.20 RCW.
1933 Act, election on: Chapter 85.22 RCW.
Disqualification for conviction of felony or malfeasance in office:
RCW 9.92.120.
Disqualification from voting or holding public office, subversive activi-
ties: RCW-9.81.040.
Drainage-districts
. annexation of territory by, election on: RCW 85.06.510 through
85.06.540.
commissioners
elections——Terms of office: RCW 85.06.060.
vacancies: RCW 85.06.080.
election to organize: RCW 85.06.040, 85.06.050.
owners of ‘extraterritorial lands on rolls as electors, may be com-
missioners under drainage district revenue act: RCW
85.32.150.
Elections generally
continuity of government act as affecting: State Constitution Art.
2 § 42 (Amendment 39).
freedom of elections: State Constitution Art. 1 § 19.
Elections, time of holding, constitutional requirements: State Constitu-
tion Art. 6 § 8. "
Eligibility to hold public office in general: RCW 42.04.020.
Executive-——State
certain offices may be abolished: State Constitution Art. 3 § 25
(Amendment 31).
elected, when: State Constitution Art. 3 § 1.
returns of elections, canvass, etc.: State Constitution Art. 3 § 4.
Federal social security, public employees may elect to come under:
RCW 41.48.070.
Fire protection districts
annexation of territory by, election on: RCW 52.08.060.
bonds, election as to proposed issue: RCW 52.16.090.

commissioners
candidates for first commissioners: RCW 52.04.070.
qualifications Terms——Elections——Election pre-
cincts Declarations of candidacy——Vacancies: Chap-

ter 52.12 RCW. :
formation and dissolution, elections on: Chapter 52.04 RCW.
merger of
election for: Chapter 52.24 RCW.
when election unnecessary: RCW 52.24.100.
pension board, elected members: RCW 41.18.015.
special elections--———Qualification of electors: RCW 52.36.010.
Flood control districts
bonds, general obligation, election to authorize issuance of: RCW
86.09.574 through 86.09.577.
bonds, utility revenue, election to authorize issuance of: RCW
86.09.601.
contracts with United States or state, when submission to electors
required: RCW 86.09.172.
creation, election on: RCW 86.09.112, 86.09.121 through
86.09.124.
directors
first district election——Terms: RCW 86.09.298.
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terms——Qualifications——V acancies, etc.: RCW 86.09.262,
86.09.289 and 86.09.295.
dissolution, election for: RCW 86.09.622.
elections, generally: RCW 86.09.331 through 86.09.379.
Flood control zone districts
abolishment of, vote on: RCW 86.15.200.
additional levies and assessments to be voted on: RCW 86.15.160.
bonds, general obligation, to be issued only upon voter's approval:
RCW 86.15.170.
election when city, town or flood control district lands included in,
possible: RCW 86.15.040.
transfer of property, voter approval, when: RCW 86.15.210.
Free exercise of right of suffrage: State Constitution Art. 1 § 19.
Initiative and referendum
amendment or repeal by vote of people: State Constitution Art 2
§ 41 (Amendment 26). :
as legislative power: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (Amendments
7, 26, 30, 36).
ballots: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (Amendment 7).
filed when, with whom: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (a) and (d)
(Amendment 7).
publicity: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1(e) (Amendment 36).
signatures required: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1A (Amendment
30). .
Irrigation and rehabilitation districts
converting irrigation district to, election on: RCW 87.84.040.
special assessments for, election on: RCW 87.84.070.
Irrigation districts
bonds .
election for: RCW 87.03.200.
revenue, election on: RCW 87.28.103.
change of boundaries, election on: RCW 87.03.590.
comprising two hundred thousand or more acres, contracts with
United States by, election on, notice requisites: RCW
87.68.060.
consolidation of, election for: RCW 87.03.535.
director divisions
election of directors Terms: RCW 87.04.080.
election to divide or redivide districts: RCW 87.04.070.
directors
declaration of candidacy——Election--—Qualification, terms,
etc.. RCW 87.03.020 through 87.03.110.
terms, duties, upon consolidation: RCW 87.03.540.
dissolution of insolvent districts, election on: RCW 87.56.010.
dissolution when bonded indebtedness, election on: RCW 87.53-
.040 through 87.53.060.
dissolution when no bonded indebtedness, 1897 Act, election on:
RCW 87.52.030, 87.52.040.
dissolution when no bonded indebtedness, 1939 Act, election on:
RCW 87.52.090.
elections, generally: RCW 87.03.020 through 87.03.110.
exclusion of land from, election on: RCW 87.03.675, 87.03.680.
merger with drainage, joint drainage or consolidated drainage im-
provement district, election on: RCW 87.03.740.
proposed works: Plan of development, special election on:
RCW 87.03.190. '
refunding bonds——1923 Act, election for authorization of:
RCW 87.19.010, 87.19.020.
refunding bonds——1929 Act, election to authorize: IgCW 87-
.22.120 through 87.22.140.
special assessments——Election——Coupon notes:
87.03.470.
Joint aid river and harbor improvements, indebtedness for, election on:
RCW 88.32.230.
Juror must be an elector: RCW 2.36.070(1).
Justices of the peace (See also Justices of the peace, 1961 Act)
certificate of election——Qath: RCW 3.04.050.
county clerk not eligible for position: RCW 3.04.040.
county "Home Rule" charter not to affect election of: State Con-
stitution Art. 11 § 4 (Amendment 21).
effect of division of precinct: RCW 3.04.100.
election of: RCW 3.04.010.
election of justices——Cities of five thousand or more——Term
of office: RCW 3.12.041.
eligibility: RCW 3.04.040.

RCW
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increase in justices or constables——Vacancies: RCW 3.12.051.
Justice court district, election of district justice Term of office:
RCW 3.14.020.
legislature to determine number to be elected: State Constitution
Art. 4 § 10 (Amendment 28).
number in cities of five thousand or more: RCW 3.12.021.
number in cities of not more than five thousand: RCW-3.12.010.
qualifications, terms of office, powers Disqualification: RCW
3.04.030.
term of office: RCW 3.04.080.
vacancy: RCW 3.04.130.
Justices of the peace, 1961 Act
election: RCW 3.34.050.
eligibility and qualifications: RCW 3.34.060.
full time justices ineligible for any other office or public employ-
ment: RCW 3.74.020.
Jjoint justice court districts, elections in: RCW 3.38.060.
Justice court districting committee——Duties: RCW 3.38.020.
municipal departments
Jjudges——Election: RCW 3.46.070.
Jjudges——Term and removal: RCW 3.46.080.
Judges Vacancy: RCW 3.46.100.
selection of full time judges: RCW 3.46.050.
municipal departments Alternative provisions, municipal
Jjudge may be elective position-———Qualifications, term: RCW
3.50.050.
number for each county: RCW 3.34.010.
number of full time: RCW 3.34.020.
reallocation of number of justices: RCW 3.34.030.
term of office: RCW 3.34.070.
vacancies: RCW 3.34.100.
Legislature
contest of election——Depositions: RCW 44.04.100.
election of (own) officers: State Constitution Art. 2 § 10.
election of officers, first legislature to provide for: State Constitu-
tion Art. 27 § 11.
elections Viva voce vote: State Constitution Art. 2 § 27.
Judges of their own election and qualification: State Constitution
Art. 2§ 8.
limitation on members holding federal or other office: State Con-
stitution Art. 2 § 14.
limitation on members holding office in the state: State Constitu-
tion Art. 2 § 13.
representatives
apportionment: State Constitution Art. 22 § 2.
election of: State Constitution Art. 2 § 4.
when to be held: State Constitution Art. 2 § 5.
senators
apportionment: State Constitution Art. 22 § 1.
election of: State Constitution Art. 2 § 6.
Legislature——Congressional, representatives, election of: State Con-
stitution Art. 27 § 13.
Libraries
board of trustees, election of: RCW 27.12.190.
county, executory conditional sales contracts for purchase of
property by, election on, when: RCW 39.30.010.
dissolution of, election on: RCW 27.12.320.
district, executory conditional sales contracts for purchase of
property by, election on, when: RCW 39.30.010.
election to establish: RCW 27.12.030.
excess levies for, election on: RCW 27.12.222.
intercounty rural library districts
election on assumption of indebtedness of former library dis-
trict: RCW 27.12.120.
election to establish: RCW 27.12.100.
rural library district
election to establish: RCW 27.12.040.
election to expand into intercounty rural library district: RCW
27.12.110.
Limitation on levies: State Constitution Art. 7 § 2 (Amendments 55
and 59).
Liquor
concurrent liquor elections in same election unit prohibited: RCW
66.40.150.
local option, election on: Chapter 66.40 RCW.
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Medical disciplinary board
date of election——Commencement of term: RCW 18.72.070.
election of members: RCW 18.72.050.
nominations: RCW 18.72.060.
vacancies: RCW 18.72.080.

Military duty, when voter excepted from: State Constitution Art. 6 §
S

Militia
officers of may be elected if legislature so directs: State Constitu-
tion Art. 10 § 2.
privileged from arrest while attending elections of officers: State
Constitution Art. 10 § 5.
Mosquito control district
declaration establishing and naming district
district, etc.: RCW 17.28.090.
election on annexation of territory: RCW 17.28.340.
election on consolidation of districts: RCW 17.28.380.
election on dissolution of: RCW 17.28.420, 17.28.430.
election on proposition to levy tax: RCW 17.28.100.
Municipal corporations, indebtedness, election to permit special in-
debtedness: State Constitution Art. 8 § 6 (Amendment 27).
Municipal courts Cities over five hundred thousand
election of judges Vacancies: RCW 35.20.150.
qualifications of judges, etc.: RCW 35.20.170.
Newspaper advertising rates for candidates: RCW 65.16.095.
Port districts
annexation of property to, election on: RCW 53.04.080.
bond elections
certification of votes——Canvass: RCW 39.40.030.
existing laws to apply: RCW 39.40.020.
forty percent poll of voters required: RCW 39.40.010.
change of name, election on: RCW 53.04.110.
commissioners
change of district boundary not to affect term: RCW
53.16.030.
election of, primaries in class AA and class A counties: RCW
53.12.055.
qualifications——Nominations——Declaration of candi-
dacy——Election——Vacancies——Terms, etc.: Chapter
53.12 RCW.
consolidation of, election for: Chapter 53.46 RCW.
elections, conduct generally: RCW 53.04.017.
formation, election on: Chapter 53.04 RCW.
funding or refunding indebtedness, election on: Chapters 53.43,
5344 RCW.
harbor improvements, vote on, when: RCW 53.20.040.
indebtedness beyond statutory limitation, election on: RCW
53.36.030.
levy for dredging purposes, vote on, when: RCW 53.36.070.
operation of foreign trade zones, incurring indebtedness for, elec-
tion on: RCW 53.08.030.
sale of property no longer needed by vote, when: RCW 53.08.090.
validation of indebtedness in certain districts, without vote, when:
RCW 53.43.010.
Public employees, qualifications and eligibility to hold office: RCW
42.04.020, 42.04.021.
Public employment-——Subversive person ineligible: RCW 9.81.040
through 9.81.110.
Public hospital districts
bonds, issuance of, election on: RCW 70.44.120.
commissioners, elections, terms, vacancies, etc.: RCW 70.44.040,
70.44.045.
creation of, election: Chapter 70.44 RCW.
plan to construct or improve, election on: RCW 70.44.110.
Public officers
continuity of government: State Constitution Art. 2 § 42
(Amendment 39).
continuity of government act: Chapter 42. 14 RCW.
term of person elected to fill vacancy: RCW 42.12.030.
Public utility districts
acquisition of property, etc., by, bonding for, election, when:
RCW 54.24.018.
consolidation of, election, when: RCW 54.32.010.
elections generally: RCW 54.04.060.

Election to form
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first class district
election to reclassify district as——Ballot form——Vote re-
quired: RCW 54.40.040.
existing districts——Qualification—— Voter's approval: RCW
54.40.020.
petition for reclassification——Certificate of sufficiency——
Election date, notice: RCW 54.40.050.
formation, election for: Chapter 54.08 RCW.
sale, lease, disposition of properties by, approval by voters: RCW
54.16.180.

Qualifications of electors: State Constitution Art. 6 § 1 (Amendment
5).

registration, compliance with: State Constitution Art. 6 § 7.
residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.
who disqualified: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3.
Qualifications of state officer: State Constitution Art. 3 § 25 (Amend-
ment 31).
Recall of elective officers: State Constitution Art. 1 §§ 33 and 34
(Amendment 8).

Recall legislation not to limit initiative and referendum powers re-
served to the people: State Constitution Art. 1 § 34 (Amendment 8).

Reclamation districts of one million acres
bonds, negotiable coupon bonds of general improvement or divi-
sional district, election to authorize: RCW 89.30.526 through
89.30.541.
contracts with United States or state, election on: RCW 89.30-
.166, 89.30.169.
creation, election on: RCW 89.30.085 through 89.30.100.
debt limit, election to exceed: RCW 89.30.403.
directors Election, nomination, terms, vacancies, etc..: RCW
89.30.244 through 89.30.256, 89.30.373 through 89.30.385.
divisional districts: RCW 89.30.484 through 89.30.496.
elections, generally: RCW 89.30.334 through 89.30.388.
elections to authorize indebtedness: RCW 89.30.406, 89.30.409.
special assessments by general improvement or divisional district,
election on: RCW 89.30.760 through 89.30.772.
taxes, approval of electors: RCW 89.30.391.
Registration, constitutional requirements: State Constitution Art. 6 §
7.
Religious qualification, none shall be required for any public office:
State Constitution Art. 1 § 11 (Amendment 34).
School election to be conducted according to Title 29 RCW: RCW
28A.58.521.
Schools
capital fund aid by nonhigh districts
bond, excess levy, elections for: RCW 28A.56.050.
rejection by voters——Additional elections, etc.. RCW 28A-
.56.060, 28A.56.070.
directors
ballots, form: RCW 28A.57.316.
declarations of candidacy——Designation of positions: RCW
28A.57.314.
qualifications: RCW 28A.57.318.
district bonds for lands, buildings and equipment
elections on: RCW 28A.51.010 through 28A.51.030.
refunding former issues without vote of the people: RCW
28A.51.180.
elections—Qualifications of electors——Voting place: RCW
28A.58.520.
organization, reorganization
candidates in undivided districts to indicate term sought——
How elected: RCW 28A.57.334.
directors' districts in certain school district containing city——
Election to authorize division in school districts not already
divided into directors' districts: RCW 28A.57.344.
elections under, generally: Chapter 28A.57 RCW.
Joint school districts, special rules for electors voting for direc-
tors or county board of education: RCW 28A.57.255.
special elections for
notice of——Contents——Posting: RCW 28A.57.070,
28A.57.080.
procedure upon rejection of proposal: RCW 28A.57.100.
transfer of territory to another district, election on. RCW
28A.57.180.
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union high school districts, directors——Elections——
Terms——Number Declaration of candidacy: RCW
28A.57.312.
vote, how determined——Certification, etc. RCW
28A.57.090.
real property, sale of, when subject to election: RCW 28A.58.045.
second and third class districts
schoolhouses, teachers' cottages, vote on erection of: RCW
28A.60.181.
vacancies——Declaration of-——Filling: RCW 28A.57.326.
special meetings of voters: RCW 28A.58.370 through 28A.58.390.
validating indebtedness
manner and result of election: RCW 28A.52.040.
notice of election: RCW 28A.52.030.
notice to county treasurer of election result, etc. RCW
28A.52.070.
proceedings after merger: RCW 28A.52.080.
resolution providing for election——Vote required to validate:
RCW 28A.52.020.
Sewer districts
additions or betterments, indebtedness for, submission to voters:
RCW 56.16.030.
annexation of territory to, election for: Chapter 56.24 RCW.
bonds for, submission to voters: RCW 56.16.020.
commissioners, elections——Terms of office——Nomina-
tions——Vacancies: RCW 56.12.020, 56.12.030.
formation, election for: Chapter 56.04 RCW.
general indebtedness, submission to voters: RCW 56.16.010.
Jurisdiction of elections in joint sewer districts Filing of dec-
larations of candidacy Joint sewer district defined: RCW
56.02.050.
limitation on indebtedness, election to exceed: RCW 56.16.050.
Soil and water conservation districts
election to form: RCW 89.08.110 through 89.08. 140.
dissolution, election for: RCW 89.08.350.
supervisors, nomination and election——Terms, vacancies, etc.:
RCW 89.08.190, 89.08.200.
Special elections
cities and towns, election for incorporation of as: State Constitu-
tion Art. 11 § 10 (Amendment 40).
county "Home Rule" charter election as: State Constitution Art.
11§ 4 (Amendment 21).
limitation on levies: State Constitution Art. 7 § 2 (Amendments
55 and 59).
recall of elective officers as: State Constitution Art. 1 §§ 33 and
34 (Amendment 8).
Special indebtedness by state, election to permit: State Constitution
Art. 8 § 3 (Amendment 60).
State board of education
call and notice of election: RCW 28A.04.020.
declarations of candidacy——Qualifications of candidates: RCW
28A.04.040.
election procedure——Certificate: RCW 28A.04.060.
elections in new congressional districts: RCW 28A.04.030.
qualifications of voters——Ballots——Candidates' biographical
data: RCW 28A.04.050.
terms of office: RCW 28A.04.070.
vacancies: RCW 28A.04.080.
State capital
change of, necessary votes for: State Constitution Art. 14 § 2.
location of, vote on: State Constitution Art. 14 § 1.
State employees' retirement board, elected members of: RCW
41.40.030.
State officers Terms of office: RCW 43.01.010.
State patrol retirement board, elected members: RCW 43.43.140.
Superintendent of public instruction, election——Term of office:
RCW 28A.03.010.
Superior court
clerk, justice of the peace, clerk not eligible for position: RCW
3.04.040.
county clerk as clerk of: State Constitution Art. 4 § 26.
county " Home Rule" charter not to affect election of judges of:
State Constitution Art. 11 § 4 (Amendment 21).
election and terms of judges: State Constitution Art. 4 § 5.
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election contests for first election of: State Constitution Art. 27 §
12.

election of judges, terms of office: RCW 2.08.060-2.08.070.

election of judges, terms of, etc.: State Constitution Art. 4 § 5.

eligibility of judges: State Constitution Art. 4 § 17.

ineligibility of judges (to other office or public employment):
State Constitution Art. 4 § 15.

vacancies, filling those resulting from creation of additional
Jjudgeships: RCW 2.08.069.

vacancy, how filled: RCW 2.08.120.

Supreme court

clerk, legislature may provide for election of: State Constitution
Art. 4 § 22.

election and terms of supreme court judges: State Constitution
Art. 4 § 3.

election——Term of office: RCW 2.04.071.

eligibility of judges: State Constitution Art. 4 § 17.

ineligibility of judges (to other office or public employment):
State Constitution Art. 4 § 15.

vacancy, how filled: RCW 2.04.100.

Taxing districts, limitation of indebtedness prescribed, election to ex-
ceed: RCW 39.36.020.
Townships
challenges, how regulated: RCW 45.12.160.
county-wide disorganization of, election on: Chapter 45.80 RCW.
disorganization of, election on: Chapter 45.76 RCW.
duties of town officers at elections: Chapter 4540 RCW.
electors Eligibility to office: RCW 45.12.060.
former precincts and road districts abolished, etc.: RCW
45.72.030.
manner of conducting canvass: RCW 45.12.210.
method of voting: RCW 45.12.200.
named by majority vote: RCW 45.08.060.
names voted on to be on one ballot: RCW 45.12.190.
officers, how elected: RCW 45.12.180.
organization, election on: State Constitution Art. 11 § 4 (Amend-
ment 21).
persons elected to be notified: RCW 45.12.240.
result of canvass to be read at meeting: RCW 45.12.220.
terms of office: RCW 45.16.120.
vacancies in office: Chapter 45.20 RCW.
vote on township organization: Chapter 45.04 RCW.
what officers to be elected at town meeting: RCW 45.12.080.
Vacancies in public office, how caused: RCW 42.12.010.
Vacancy, term of person elected to fill: RCW 42.12.030.

Volunteer firemen's relief and pensions, board elected member on:
RCW 41.24.060.

Washington state fruit commission (soft tree fruits)
assessments, referendum on increase: RCW 15.28. 180.
created——Members, voting and ex officio-——Quorum: RCW
15.28.020.
district meetings for elections——Election of processor member
when district has two or less processors: RCW 15.28.060.
election of voting members——Positions: RCW 15.28.040.
qualifications of voting members: RCW 15.28.030.
terms of office Rotation: RCW 15.28.050.
vacancies on commission How filled: RCW 15.28.080.
Washington state wheat commission
created——Composition——Qualifications: RCW 15.63.040.
districts created——Producer members to be elected from each
district: RCW 15.63.050.
effective date of chapter——Nomination and election procedure,
terms of office postponed and modified if prior law held
invalid: RCW 15.63.080.
nomination and election procedure: RCW 15.63.070.
terms of members: RCW 15.63.060.
vacancies: RCW 15.63.090.
Water districts
additional indebtedness, election on: RCW 57.20.120.
additions and betterments, incurring indebtedness for, election on:
RCW 57.16.040.
annexation of territory by, election on: Chapter 57.24 RCW.
commissioners——Nomination——Declarations of candi-
dacy——Election-——-Qualifications of voters——Terms, etc.:
Chapter 57.12 RCW.
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commissioners, terms upon consolidation: RCW 57.32.130.

consolidation of, election on: Chapter 57.32 RCW.

conveyance of water system to city or town by, election on: RCW
57.08.030.

election to authorize revenue bonds: RCW 57.16.030.

formation and dissolution of, elections on: Chapter 57.04 RCW.

merger, election on: Chapter 57.36 RCW.

vote on general indebtedness: RCW 57.16.020.

withdrawal of territory from, election on: RCW 57.28.090,
57.28.100.

Weed districts

intercounty weed district, meetings——Qualifications of electors
and directors——Elections, terms, etc.: RCW 17.06.050.

meetings———Qualifications of electors and directors——Elec-
tions——Terms of office——Vacancies, etc. RCW
17.04.050.

Chapter 29.01

DEFINITIONS
Sections
29.01.005 Scope of definitions.
29.01.006 Ballot and related terms.
29.01.010 City clerk.
29.01.020 City council.
29.01.030 City precinct.
29.01.040 Constituency.
29.01.050 Election.
29.01.060 Election officer.
29.01.070 General election.
29.01.080 Infamous crime.
29.01.090 Major political party.
29.01.100 Minor political party.
29.01.110 Measures.
29.01.120 Precinct.
29.01.130 Primary.
29.01.135 Qualified.
29.01.140 Residence.
29.01.150 Rural precinct.
29.01.160  September primary.
29.01.170 Special election.
29.01.180 Short term.

Absentee service voters, definitions relating to: RCW 29.39.010
through 29.39.050.

Class A county includes higher classification: RCW 29.13.025.

Voting machines, definitions relating to: RCW 29.33.010, 29.33.015,
29.33.160.

29.01.005 Scope of definitions. Words and phrases as
defined in this chapter, wherever used in Title 29 RCW,
shall have the meaning as in this chapter ascribed to
them, unless where used the context thereof shall clearly
indicate to the contrary or unless otherwise defined in
the chapter of which they are a part. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01-
.005. For like prior law see 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS §
5177, part.]

29.01.006 Ballot and related terms. As used in this
title:

(1) "Ballot" shall mean a paper ballot, a voting ma-
chine diagram, a ballot label, a ballot book, a ballot
page, or any combination thereof as the context may
imply;

(2) "Paper ballot" shall mean a piece of paper
whereon the candidates and measures to be voted upon
for a particular election or a primary appear and upon
which a voter may directly indicate a vote for any can-
didate or for or against any measure;
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(3) "Voting machine diagram" means an illustration
of a voting machine complete with ballot labels prepared
for a particular election or a primary;

(4) "Ballot card" means any type of tabulating card
or cards or ballots of any size upon which the voter re-
cords his vote and shall also include either a security
flap or an envelope issued to each voter at ballot card
precincts for the voter to conceal his voted ballot to in-
sure secrecy and to provide a space for the voter to cast
write—in votes if he so desires;

(5) "Ballot label” means the card or paper containing
the names of offices and candidates and the statements
of measures to be voted upon;

(6) "Ballot page” means the pages on the vote re-
corder used to display the printed ballot titles and the
names of candidates together with properly aligned
numbers of response positions;

(7) "Chad" means the price [piece] of material which
is removed or partially removed when punching a hole or
notch in a prescored ballot card. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 1.]

Effective date——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: "This 1977 amendatory act shall
take effect January 1, 1978." [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 113.]

Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1977 ex.s. ¢
361 § 112)

29.01.010 City clerk. "City clerk” includes every of-
ficer, by whatever name designated, who performs the
functions usually performed by a city or town clerk.
[1965c 9 § 29.01.010.]

29.01.020 City council. "City council” includes the
governing body of any city or town, by whatever name it
may be designated. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.020.]

29.01.030 City precinct. A "city precinct” is a voting
precinct lying wholly or partly within a city or town.
(1965 c 9 § 29.01.030. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 2; prior: 1939
c 15§ 1, part; 1933 c 1 § 3, part; RRS § 5114-3, part;
prior: 1891 c 104 §§ 1, part, 2, part; RRS §§ 5116, part,
5117, part.]

29.01.040 Constituency. A "constituency” is a body
of voters having the right to take part in the election of a
specific public officer or group of public officers. [1965 ¢
9 § 29.01.040.]

29.01.050 Election. "Election” when used alone
means a general election except where the context indi-
cates that a special election is meant. "Election” when
used without qualification never means a primary elec-
tion. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.050. Prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part;
RRS § 5177(c). See also 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 3.]

Absentee service voters, election defined for purposes of: RCW
29.39.030.

Election defined for voting machine purposes: RCW 29.33.015.
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29.01.060 Election officer. "Election officer” includes
any officer who has a duty to perform relating to elec-
tions under the provisions of any statute, charter, or or-
dinance. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.060.]

29.01.070 General election. "General election”
means an election required to be held on a fixed date
recurring at regular intervals. [1965 c 9 § 29.01.070.]

29.01.080 Infamous crime. An "infamous crime” is a
crime punishable by death or imprisonment in the state
penitentiary. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.080. Prior: Code 1881 §
3054; 1865 p 25 § 5, RRS § 5113.]

Contests, conviction of felony without reversal or restoration of civil
rights as grounds for: RCW 29.65.010.

29.01.090 Major political party. "Major political
party” means a political party of which at least one
nominee for president, vice president, United States sen-
ator, or a state—wide office received at least five percent
of the total vote cast at the last preceding state general
election in an even—-numbered year: Provided, That any
political party qualifying as a major political party un-
der the previous subsection (2) or subsection (3) of this
section prior to its 1977 amendment shall retain such
status until after the next state general election following
June 30, 1977. [1977 ex.s. c 329 § 9; 1965 c 9 § 29.01-
.090. Prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 6, part; RRS § 5183, part.]

Partisan elections, cities and towns excepted from: RCW
29.18.010 (4), (5), and (6).
Political parties: Chapter 29.42 RCW.

29.01.100 Minor political party. "Minor political
party” means a political organization other than a major
political party. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.100. Prior: 1955 c 102
§ 8; prior: 1907 c 209 § 26, part; RRS § 5203, part.]

Minor party convention: Chapter 29.24 RCW.
Political parties: Chapter 29.42 RCW.

29.01.110 Measures. "Measure” includes any propo-
sition or question submitted to the voters of any specific
constituency. [1965c 9 § 29.01.110.]

29.01.120 Precinct. "Precinct” means a geographical
subdivision for voting purposes within or without the
limits of a city or town, whether established by a board
of county commissioners, by a city council, or by the
board of supervisors of a township. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01-
.120. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 2; RRS § 5114-2; prior: 1915 ¢
16 § 1; RRS § 5114.]

29.01.130 Primary. "Primary” or "primary election”
means a statutory procedure for nominating candidates
to public office at the polls. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.1 30. Prior:
1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS § 5177(a). See also 1950
ex.s.c 14 § 2]

Absentee service voters, primary defined for purposes of: RCW

29.39.020.

Nonpartisan primaries: Chapter 29.21 RCW.
Partisan primaries: Chapter 29.18 RCW.
Times for holding primaries: Chapter 29.13 RCW.
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29.01.135 Qualified. "Qualified” when pertaining to
a winner of an election means that for such election:

(1) The results have been certified,;

(2) A certificate has been issued;

(3) Any required bond has been posted; and

(4) The winner has taken and subscribed an oath or
affirmation in compliance with the appropriate statute,
or if none is specified, that he or she will faithfully and
impartially discharge the duties of the office to the best
of his or her ability. This oath or affirmation shall be
administered and certified by any officer or notary pub-
lic authorized to administer oaths, without charge there-
for. [1979 ex.s. c 126 § 2.]

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.01.140 Residence. "Residence” for the purpose of
registering and voting means a person's permanent ad-
dress where he physically resides and maintains his
abode: Provided, That no person gains residence by rea-
son of his presence or loses his residence by reason of his
absence:

(1) While employed in the civil or military service of
the state or of the United States;

(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of
this state or the United States or the high seas;

(3) While a student at any institution of learning;

(4) While confined in any public prison.

Absence from the state on business shall not affect the
question of residence of any person unless the right to
vote has been claimed or exercised elsewhere. [1971 ex.s.
c 178 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.140. Prior: 1955 c 181 § 1;
prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3051; 1865 p 25 § 2; RRS §
5110. (ii) Code 1881 § 3053; 1866 p8 § 11; 1865 p 25 §
4; RRS § 5111.]

Residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.

29.01.150 Rural precinct. "Rural precinct” means a
voting precinct lying wholly outside the limits of a city
or town. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.150. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 3;
prior: 1939 ¢ 15 § 1, part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 3, part; RRS §
5114-3, part; prior: 1891 ¢ 104 §§ 1, part, 2, part; RRS
§§ 5116, part, 5117, part.]

29.01.160 September primary. "September primary”
means the primary election held in September to nomi-
nate candidates to be voted for at the ensuing election.
(1965 c 9 § 29.01.160. Prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS
§ 5177(b).] '

29.01.170 Special election. "Special election” means
any election that is not a general election. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.01.170. Prior: Code 1881 § 3056; 1865 p 27 § 2;
RRS § 5155.]

29.01.180 Short term. "Short term" means the brief
period of time starting upon the completion of the certi-
fication of election returns and ending with the start of
the full term on the second Tuesday of the next January
immediately following the election and is applicable only
when the office concerned is being held by an appointee
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to fill a vacancy which occurred after the last election,
at which such office could have been voted upon for an
unexpired term, prior to the election for such office for
the subsequent full term. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 §
14.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: Sec note following RCW
29.21.010.

Chapter 29.04
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections

29.04.010 Only registered voters may vote——Exception.

29.04.020 County auditor designated supervisor of certain primar-
ies and elections.

29.04.030 Prevention and correction of election frauds and errors.

29.04.040 Precincts——Number of voters——Dividing, altering,
or combining——Creating new precincts.

29.04.050 Precincts——Restrictions on precinct boundaries——
Designated by number.

29.04.055 Combining or dividing precincts.

29.04.060 Publication of election laws by secretary of state.

29.04.070 Secretary of state designated chief election officer.

29.04.080 Secretary of state to make rules and regulations——

E Utilization of electronic or automatic data processing
systems.

29.04.095 Definitions for purposes of RCW 29.04.100 through
29.04.120.

29.04.100 Poll books, current lists of voters——As public re-
cords——Information to be furnished upon re-
quest——Restriction. i

29.04.110 Poll books and precinct lists——Furnishing of data
upon request——Cost——Use restricied.

29.04.120 Violations of restricted use of registered voter data——
Penalties——Liabilities.

29.04.130 Maps of precinct boundaries——Census correspondence
lists——Duties of county auditor——Distribution——
Public record——Copies.

29.04.135 Prohibition of certain acts by secretary of state.

29.04.140 Maps and census correspondence lists——Apportion-
ment-——Duties of secretary of state.

29.04.150 Computer tape or data file of records of registered vot-
ers——Duplicate to be furnished secretary of state by
county auditors——Master tape or file to be compiled.

29.04.160  Computer tape or data file of records of registered vot-
ers——Master state—wide tape or file to be furnished
to political parties——Duplicate copy to statute law
committee——Restrictions and penalties.’

29.04.170 Local elected officials, commencement of term of of -

fice——Purpose, 1979 exs. ¢ 126.
Elections and elective rights: State Constitution Art. 6.

29.04.010 Only registered voters may vote——
Exception. Only a registered voter shall be permitted to
vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing
persons to public office;

(2) At any récall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the submission of a mea-
sure to any voting constituency;

(4) At any primary election.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to town-
ship elections. [1965 c 9 § 29.04.010. Prior: 1955 c 181
§ 8; prior: (i) 1933 ¢ 1 § 22, part; RRS § 5114-22, part.
(ii) 1933 c 1 § 23; RRS § 5114-23. See also 1935¢ 26 §
3; RRS § 5189.]

Subversive activities, disqualification from voting: RCW 9.81.040.
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29.04.020 County auditor designated supervisor of
certain primaries and elections. The county auditor of
each county shall be ex officio the supervisor of all pri-
maries and elections, general or special, and it shall be
his duty to provide places for holding such primaries and
elections; to appoint the precinct election officers; to
provide for their compensation; to provide ballot boxes
and ballots or voting machines, poll books, or precinct
lists of registered voters, and tally sheets, and deliver
them to the precinct election officers at the polling
places; to publish and post notices of calling such pri-
maries and elections in the manner provided by law:
Provided, That notice of a general election held in an
even—numbered year shall indicate that the office of
precinct committeeman will be on the ballot; and to ap-
portion to each city, town, or district, its share of the
expense of sych primaries and elections: Provided, That
this sectionshall not apply to general or special elections
for any city, town, or district which is not subject to
RCW 29.13.010 and 29.13.020, but all such elections
shall be held and conducted at the time, in the manner,
and by the officials (with such notice, requirements for
filing for office, and certifications by local officers) as
provided and required by the laws governing such elec-
tions. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 1; 1965 ¢
123 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.020. Prior: 1947 c 182 § 1,
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5166-10, part; prior: 1945 ¢
194 § 3, part; 1941 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1935 ¢ 5 § 1, part;
1933 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 1, part; prior: 1933 ¢ 79 § 1, part; 1927
c 279 § 2, part; 1923 ¢ 53 § 3, part; 1921 ¢ 61 § 5, part;
Rem. Supp. 1945 § 5147, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: Sec notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Conduct of elections——Canvass: RCW 29.13.040.

Constituencies to bear all or share of election costs——Procedure to
recover: RCW 29.13.045.

Oaths of officers, county auditor to provide forms for: RCW
29.45.080.

Procedure at primary——General election laws apply: RCW
29.18.120.

29.04.030 Prevention and correction of election
frauds and errors. Any justice of the supreme court,
judge of the court of appeals, or judge of the superior
court in the proper county shall, by order, require any
person charged with error, wrongful act, or neglect to
forthwith correct the error, desist from the wrongful act,
or perform the duty and to do as the court orders or to
show cause forthwith why the error should not be cor-
rected, the wrongful act desisted from, or the duty or
order not performed, whenever it is made to appear to
such justice or judge by affidavit of an elector that:

(1) An error or omission has occurred or is about to
occur in printing the name of any candidate on official
ballots; or

(2) An error other than as provided in subsections (1)
and (3) of this section has been committed or is about to
be committed in printing the ballots; or

(3) The name of any person has been or is about to be
wrongfully placed upon the ballots; or
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(4) A wrongful act other than as provided for in sub-
sections (1) and (3) of this section has been performed
or is about to be performed by any election officer; or

(5) Any neglect of duty on the part of an election of-
ficer other than as provided for in subsections (1) and
(3) of this section has occurred or is about to occur; or

(6) An error or omission has occurred or is about to
occur in the issuance of a certificate of election.

An affidavit of an elector under subsections (1) and
(3) above when relating to a primary election must be
filed with the appropriate court no later than the second
Friday following the closing of the filing period for
nominations for such office and shall be heard and fi-
nally disposed of by the court not later than five days
after the filing thereof. An affidavit of an elector under
subsections (1) and (3) of this section when relating to a
general election must be filed with the appropriate court
no later than three days following the official certifica-
tion of the primary election returns and shall be heard
and finally disposed of by the court not later than five
days after the filing thereof. An affidavit of an elector
under subsection (6) of this section shall be filed with
the appropriate court no later than ten days following
the issuance of a certificate of election. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361
§ 3; 1973 Istex.s.c 165§ 1; 1971 c 81 § 74; 1965¢c 9 §
29.04.030. Prior: (i) 1907 ¢ 209 § 25, part; RRS § 5202,
part. (ii) 1889 p 407 § 19; RRS § 5276.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Certiorari, mandamus, and prohibition: Chapter 7.16 RCW.
Contests: Chapter 29.65 RCW.
Crimes and penalties: Chapter 29.85 RCW.

29.04.040 Precincts——Number of voters Di-
viding, altering, or combining Creating new precincts.
(1) No paper ballot precinct shall contain more than
three hundred voters. The county legislative authority
may divide, alter, or combine precincts so that, whenever
practicable, over populated precincts shall contain no
more than two hundred fifty registered voters in antici-
pation of future growth.

(2) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any time as
long as sufficient time exists prior to a given election for
the necessary procedural steps to be honored: Provided,
however, That no precinct boundaries shall be changed
during the period starting as of the thirtieth day prior to
the first day for candidates to file for the primary elec-
tion and ending with the day of the general election.

(3) Precincts in which voting machines or electronic
voting devices are used may contain as many as nine
hundred registered voters: Provided, That there shall be
at least one voting machine or device for each three
hundred registered voters or major fraction thereof when
a state primary or general election is held in an even—
numbered year.

(4) On petition of twenty—five or more voters resident
more than ten miles from any place of election, the
county legislative authority shall establish a separate
voting precinct therefor.

The county legislative authority of each county in the
state hereafter formed shall, at their first session, divide
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their respective counties into election precincts with two
hundred fifty voters or less and establish the boundaries
of the same; the county auditor shall thereupon desig-
nate the voting place for each such precinct. [1980 ¢ 107
§ 3. Prior: 1977 ex.s. c 361 § 4; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 128 § 1,
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129 § 3; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 1; 1965
c 9 § 29.04.040; prior: (i) 1921 c 178 § 1, part; 1915 ¢
11 § 1, part; 1907 ¢ 130 § 1, part; 1889 p 402 § 7, part;
Code 1881 § 3067, part; 1865 p 30 § 1, part; RRS §
5171, part. (ii) 1907 c 130 § 2, part; 1889 p 408 § 21,
part; RRS § 5278, part. (iii) Code 1881 § 2679; 1854 p
65 § 4, part; No RRS.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 128: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1977 exs. ¢
128 § 6.]

Effective date——Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129: See
notes following RCW 29.04.130.

"City precinct” defined: RCW 29.01.030.
" Precinct” defined: RCW 29.01.120.
"Rural precinct” defined: RCW 29.01.150.

29.04.050 Precincts——Restrictions on precinct
boundaries——Designated by number. (1) Every voting
precinct must be established so that it lies wholly within
one senatorial or representative district and wholly
within one county commissioner district.

(2) Every voting precinct shall be composed, as nearly
as practicable, of contiguous and compact areas.

(3) Every voting precinct within each county shall be
designated consecutively by number for the purpose of
preparation of maps and the tabulation of population for
apportionment purposes. The county auditor may name
precincts as he deems necessary for other purposes.
[1977 ex.s. c 128 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.050. Prior: 1921
c 178 § 1, part; 1915 c 11 § 1, part; 1907 c 130 § 1,
part; 1889 p 402 § 7, part; Code 1881 § 3067, part; 1865
p 30 § 1, part; RRS § 5171, part.]

Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 128: See note following RCW
29.04.040.

29.04.055 Combining or dividing precincts. At any
election, general or special, or at any primary, the elec-
tion authority may combine, unite, or divide precincts
for the purpose of holding such election: Provided, That
in the event such election shall be held upon the day of
any state primary or state general election held in an
even—-numbered year this section shall not apply. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 5; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04-
.055. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 22; 1951 ¢ 70 § 1.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Voting machines, creating, uniting, combining, or dividing precincts
for use of: RCW 29.33.160(5).

29.04.060 Publication of election laws by secretary of
state. In every year in which state and county officers
are to be elected, the secretary of state shall cause the
election laws of the state then in force to be published in
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pamphlet form and distributed through the county audi-
tors at least twenty days prior to the primary next pre-
ceding the election in sufficient number to place a copy
thereof in the hands of all officers of elections. [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.04.060. Prior: (i) 1907 c 209 § 16; RRS § 5193. (ii)
1889 p 413 § 34; RRS § 5299.]

Candidates' pamphlet, secretary of state's duties: Chapter 29.80 RCW.
Primaries, when held: RCW 29.13.070.

Voters' pamphlet, secretary of state to distribute to voters, officers and
institutions: RCW 29.81.140, 29.81.150.

29.04.070 Secretary of state designated chief election
officer. The secretary of state through his election divi-
sion shall be the chief election officer for all federal,
state, county, city, town, and district elections and it
shall be his duty to keep records of such elections held in
the state and to make such records available to the pub-
lic upon request. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.070. Prior: 1963 c
200 § 23; 1949 c 161 § 12; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5147-2.]

Absentee service voters, secretary of state to administer chapter: RCW
29.39.190.

29.04.080 Secretary of state to make rules and regu-
lations——Ultilization of electronic or automatic data
processing systems. The secretary of state shall make
rules and regulations not inconsistent with the federal,
state, county, city, town, and district election laws to fa-
cilitate the execution of their provisions in an orderly
manner and to that end shall assist local election officers
by devising uniform forms and procedures. He shall
provide uniform regulations governing the maintenance
of voter registration records on electronic or automatic
data processing systems so that the records of counties
using such systems shall be compatible. He shall super-
vise the development and use of such systems to insure
that they conform to all the provisions of Title 29 RCW
and the regulations provided for in this section. [1971
ex.s. ¢ 202 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.080. Prior: 1963 c 200
§ 24; 1949 c 161 § 13; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5147-3.]
Absentee service voters, secretary of state to furnish forms and enve-

lopes: RCW 29.39.150, 29.39.160.

Absentee service voters, secretary of state to make rules and regula-
tions relating to: RCW 29.39.190.

Candidates' pamphlets, secretary of state to make rules and regula-
tions relating to: RCW 29.80.070.

Forms, report of deaths, secretary of state to furnish: RCW 29.10.095.

Forms, statement of change in residence of voter, secretary of state to
design——Availability to public: RCW 29.10.150.

Forms, statement registered voter is dead, secretary of state to design:
RCW 29.10.090.

Statutory recount proceedings, rules and regulations for: RCW
29.64.070.

Sworn statement of cancellations (registration), secretary of state to
furnish: RCW 29.10.120.

Voters' pamphlet, secretary of state to make rules and regulations re-
lating to: RCW 29.81.070.

29.04.095 Definitions for purposes of RCW 29.04-
.100 through 29.04.120. For purposes of RCW 29.04.100
through 29.04.120, the following words shall have the
following meanings:

(1) "County auditor" means the county auditor in any
noncharter county and in a charter county that county
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official having the overall responsibility to maintain
voter registration information.

(2) "Person” means an individual, partnership, joint
venture, public or private corporation, association, state
or local governmental entity or agency however consti-
tuted, candidate, committee, political committee, politi-
cal party, executive committee thereof, or any other
organization or group of persons, however organized.

(3) "Political purpose” means a purpose concerned
with the support of or opposition to any candidate for
any partisan or nonpartisan office or concerned with the
support of or opposition to any ballot proposition or is-
sue; "political purpose” includes, but is not limited to,
such activities as the advertising for or against any can-
didate or ballot measure or the solicitation of financial
support. [1973 Istex.s.c 111 § 1.]

29.04.100 Poll books, current lists of voters As
public records Information to be furnished upon re-
quest——Restriction. All poll books or current lists of
registered voters shall be public records and be made
available for inspection under such reasonable rules and
regulations as the county auditor may prescribe. The
county auditor shall promptly furnish current lists or
mailing labels of registered voters in his possession, at
actual reproduction cost, to any person requesting such
information: Provided, That such lists and labels shall
not be used for the purpose of mailing or delivering any
advertisement or offer for any property, establishment,
organization, product or service or for the purpose of
mailing or delivering any solicitation for money, services
or anything of value: Provided, however, That such lists
and labels may be used for any political purpose. In the
case of political subdivisions which encompass portions
of more than one county, the request may be directed to
the secretary of state who shall contact the appropriate
county auditors and arrange for the timely delivery of
the requested information. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 46 § 1;
1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 2; 1973 Ist ex.s.c 111 § 2; 1971 ex.s.
c 202 § 3; 1965 ex.s. c 156 § 6.]

Forms, secretary of state to design
29.10.150.

Poll books——Auditor’s copy: RCW 29.51.060.

-Availability to public: RCW

29.04.110 Poll books and precinct lists Furnish-
ing of data upon request——Cost——Use restricted. A
reproduction of any form of data storage, in the custody
of the county auditor, for poll books and precinct lists of
registered voters, including magnetic tapes or discs,
punched cards, and any other form of storage of such
books and lists, shall at the written request of any person
be furnished to him by the county auditor pursuant to
such reasonable rules and regulations as the county au-
ditor may prescribe, and at a cost equal to the county's
actual cost in reproducing such form of data storage.
Any data contained in a form of storage furnished under
this section shall not be used for the purpose of mailing
or delivering any advertisement or offer for any prop-
erty, establishment, organization, product or service or
for the purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation
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for money, services or anything of value: Provided, how-
ever, That such data may be used for any political pur-
pose. Whenever the county auditor furnishes any form of
data storage under this section, he shall also furnish the
person receiving the same with a copy of RCW 29.04-
.120. [1973 Ist exs.c 111 § 3.]

29.04.120 Violations of restricted use of registered
voter data Penalties Liabilities. (1) Any person
who uses registered voter data furnished under RCW
29.04.100 or 29.04.110 for the purpose of mailing or de-
livering any advertisement or offer for any property, es-
tablishment, organization, product, or service or for the
purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation for
money, services, or anything of value shall be guilty of a
felony punishable by imprisonment in the state peniten-
tiary for a period of not more than five years or a fine of
not more than five thousand dollars or both such fine
and imprisonment, and shall be liable to each person
provided such advertisement or solicitation, without his
consent, for the nuisance value of such person having to
dispose of it, which value is herein established at five
dollars for each item mailed or delivered to. his resi-
dence: Provided, That any person who mails or delivers
any advertisement, offer or solicitation for a political
purpose shall not be liable under this section, unless he is
liable under subsection (2). For purposes of this subsec-
tion, two.or more attached papers or sheets or two or
more papers which are enclosed in the same envelope or
container or are folded together shall be deemed to con-
stitute one item. Merely having a mailbox or other re-
ceptacle for mail on or near his residence shall not be
any indication that such person consented to receive the
advertisement or solicitation. A class action may be
brought to recover damages under this section and the
court may award a reasonable attorney's fee to any
party recovering damages under this section.

(2) It shall be the responsibility of each person fur-
nished data under RCW 29.04.100 or 29.04.110 to take
reasonable precautions designed to assure that the data
is not used for the purpose of mailing or delivering any
advertisement or offer for any property, establishment,
organization, product or service or for the purpose of
mailing or delivering any solicitation for money, services,
or anything of value: Provided, That such data may be
used for any political purpose. Where failure to exercise
due care in carrying out this responsibility results in the
data being used for such purposes, then such person
shall be jointly and severally liable for damages under
the provisions of subsection (1) of this section along with
any other person liable under subsection (1) of this sec-
tion for the misuse of such data. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 3;
1973 Istex.s.c 111 § 4.]

29.04.130 Maps of precinct boundaries——Census
correspondence lists——Duties of county auditor
Distribution——Public record——Copies. (1) On or be-
fore July 1, 1980, each county auditor shall prepare for
public inspection and use maps of the county and of
each city or town therein clearly delineating the bound-
aries which have been established for each precinct in
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the county for the 1980 state primary and state general
election. On or before November 1, 1980 each county
auditor shall transmit such maps to the secretary of
state. A correspondence listing of the census blocks and
enumeration districts or the portions of such blocks and
enumeration districts which are contained within each
such precinct shall accompany each map or set of maps
transmitted to the secretary of state: Provided, That
whenever a precinct contains part of one or more census
blocks or enumeration districts, the county auditor shall
indicate on the correspondence listing his best judgment
of the proportion of the total number of registered voters
in the precinct who reside within such parts of census
blocks or enumeration districts.

(2) Each county auditor shall also send one copy of
the map of each city or town to the clerk of that city or
town.

(3) Such maps and listings shall be public records and
shall be available for inspection by the public in the of-
fices wherein they are kept during normal office hours.
Copies shall be made available to the public for a fee
necessary to cover the cost of reproduction. [1980 ¢ 107
§1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 128 § 3; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129 § 1.]

Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 128: See note following RCW
29.04.040.

Effective date——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129: "This 1976 amendatory
act shall take effect on February 1, 1977." [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129 §
5.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129: "If any provision of this
1976 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the pro-
vision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1975-'76
2nd exs. ¢ 129 § 6.] ’

29.04.135 Prohibition of certain acts by secretary of
state. The office of the secretary of state is hereby pro-
hibited from associating in any manner voting results
with the materials supplied by the respective county au-
ditors under the provisions of RCW 29.04.130. [1980 c
107 § 2.]

29.04.140 Maps and census correspondence lists——
Apportionment Duties of secretary of state. (1) With
regard to functions relating to census, apportionment,
and the establishment of legislative and congressional
districts, the secretary of state shall:

(a) Promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 34.04 RCW
governing the preparation, maintenance, distribution,
and filing of precinct maps and census correspondence
lists prepared pursuant to RCW 29.04.130 as now or
hereafter amended;

(b) Coordinate and monitor precinct mapping func-
tions of the county auditors and county engineers;

(c) Maintain official state base maps and correspon-
dence lists and maintain an index of all such maps and
lists;

(d) Furnish to the United States bureau of the census
as needed for the decennial census of population, cur-
rent, accurate, and easily readable versions of maps of
all counties, cities, towns, and other areas of this state,
which indicate current precinct boundaries together with
copies of the census correspondence lists.

(1981 Ed.)

29.04.170

(2) The secretary of state shall serve as the state liai-
son with the United States bureau of census on matters
relating to the preparation of maps and the tabulation of
population for apportionment purposes. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 128
§ 4; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129 § 2.]

Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 128: See note following RCW
29.04.040.

Effective date——Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129: See
notes following RCW 29.04.130.

29.04.150 Computer tape or data file of records of
registered voters——Duplicate to be furnished secretary
of state by county auditors——Master tape or file to be
compiled. Not earlier than January Ist nor later than
February 1st of each calendar year and not earlier than
July Ist nor later than August 1st of each calendar year
each county auditor shall provide to the secretary of
state, or a data processing agency designated by him, a
duplicate computer tape or data file of the records of the
registered voters in that county, containing the informa-
tion specified in RCW 29.07.220. The secretary of state
shall reimburse each county for the actual cost of repro-
duction and mailing of the duplicate computer tape or
data file. He shall arrange for a master computer tape or
data file of the records of all the registered voters of the
state to be compiled. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 46 § 2.]

29.04.160 Computer tape or data file of records of
registered voters Master state-wide tape or file to be
furnished to political parties: Duplicate copy to stat-
ute law committee Restrictions and penalties. No
later than February 15th and no later than August 15th
of each year, the secretary of state shall provide a dupli-
cate copy of the master state-wide computer tape or
data file of registered voters to the state central com-
mittee of each major political party, at actual duplica-
tion cost, and shall provide a duplicate copy of the
master state—wide computer tape or data file of regis-
tered voters to the statute law committee without cost.
The master state-wide computer tape or data file of
registered voters or portions of the tape or file shall be
available to any other political party, at actual duplica-
tion cost, upon written request to the secretary of state.
Restrictions as to the commercial use of the information
on the state—wide computer tape or data file of regis-
tered voters, and penalties for its misuse, shall be the
same as provided in RCW 29.04.110 and 29.04.120 as
now existing or hereafter amended. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 226 §
1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 46 § 3.]

29.04.170 Local elected officials, commencement of
term of office——Purpose, 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126. (1) The
legislature finds that certain laws are in conflict govern-
ing the election of various local officials. The purpose of
*this legislation is to provide a common date for the as-
sumption of office for all the elected officials of counties,
cities, towns, and special purpose districts other than
school districts where the ownership of property is not a
prerequisite of voting. It is also the purpose of *this leg-
islation to remove these conflicts and delete old statutory
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language concerning such elections which is no longer
necessary.

(2) For elective offices of counties, cities, towns, and
special purpose districts other than school districts where
the ownership of property is not a prerequisite of voting,
the term of incumbents shall end and the term of suc-
cessors shall begin after the successor is elected and
qualified, and the term shall commence immediately af-
ter December 31st following the election, except as
follows:

(a) Where the term of office varies from this standard
according to statute; and

(b) If the election results have not been certified prior
to January Ist after the election, in which event the time
of commencement for the new term shall occur when the
successor becomes qualified in accordance with RCW
29.01.135.

(3) For elective offices governed by this section, the
oath of office shall be taken as the last step of qualifica-
tion as defined in RCW 29.01.135 but may be taken
either:

(a) Up to ten days prior to the scheduled date of as-
suming office; or

(b) At the last regular meeting of the governing body
of the applicable county, city, town, or special district
held before the winner is to assume office. [1980 ¢ 35 §
7; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 § 1.]

*Reviser's note: The phrase "this legislation” refers to the enactment
of RCW 29.01.135, 29.04.170, and 42.17.241, the 1979 amendment of
RCW 14.08.304, 28A.57.312, 28A.57.328, 28A.57.355 through 28A-
.57.358, 29.13.021 through 29.13.025, 29.13.050, 29.13.060, 35.03.040,
35.17.020, 35.17.400, 35.18.020, 35.18.270, 35.23.040, 35.24.050, 35-
.27.090, 35.61.050, 35A.29.090, 36.16.020, 36.32.030, 36.69.070, 36-
.69.080, 36.69.090, 52.12.010, 52.12.020, 52.12.060, 53.12.172,
53.12.220, 54.08.060, 54.12.010, 56.12.020, 57.12.030, 68.16.140, and
70.44.040, and the repeal of RCW 28A.57.329 and 53.12.240 by 1979
ex.s. ¢ 126.

Emergency——Severability——1980 ¢ 35: See notes following
RCW 28A.57.312.

Chapter 29.07
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

Sections

29.07.010 County auditor as chief registrar of voters, custodian of
records——Deputy registrars——Apportionment of
registration expenses.

29.07.020 City clerk as deputy registrar.

29.07.030 Expense of registration.

29.07.040 Fees of deputy registrars.

29.07.050 Oaths administered to registration officers.

29.07.060 Oaths— Registration officers may administer, certify.

29.07.065 Identity of applicant for registration— Establish-
ment——Voting age proof.

29.07.070 Examination of voter as to qualifications.

29.07.080 Oath of applicant Registration form Record.

29.07.090 Signature upon card for secretary of state's file.

29.07.092 New voter registration or transfer Acknowledgment.

29.07.095 Registration of person temporarily residing outside
county of permanent residence.

29.07.100 Time and places for registration——Cities and towns.

29.07.105 Time and places for registration Additional tempor-
ary facilities in first, second, third class cities.

29.07.110 Time and places for registration——Deputy registrars
located outside county courthouse.

29.07.115 Registration records——Weekly transmittal.
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29.07.120 Registrar's cards Weekly transmittal.

29.07.130 Registrar's cards Use and purpose of.

29.07.140 Specifications for supplies and equipment——Unified
voter registration form——Cost.

29.07.150 Precinct registration records——Type——Custody.

29.07.160 Closing registration files——Notice.

29.07.170 Delivery of certified registration records to polls.

29.07.180 Return of registration records after election——As pub-
lic records.

29.07.200 Registration law——Officer violating.

29.07.210 Registration law Registering under false name.

29.07.220 Computer file of voter registration records——Estab-
lishment——Duties of county auditor.

29.07.230 Payment to counties for maintenance of voter registra-
tion records on electronic data processing systems.

29.07.240 Computer file of voter registration records——Rules

and regulations Assistance.

Absentee service voter, voter's declaration deemed registration: RCW
29.39.140.

Eligibility to vote: RCW 42.04.021.

Registration: State Constitution Art. 6 § 7.

Registration law——Officer violating: RCW 29.85.190.
Registration law——Registering under false name: RCW 29.85.200.
Registration transfers and cancellations: Chapter 29.10 RCW.

Residence defined for purpose of registering and voting: RCW
29.01.140.

29.07.010 County auditor as chief registrar of voters,
custodian of records——Deputy registrars——Appor-
tionment of registration expenses. In all counties the
county auditor shall be the chief registrar of voters for
every precinct within the county. He shall appoint a
deputy registrar for each precinct or for any number of
precincts and shall appoint city or town clerks as deputy
registrars to assist in registering voters residing in cities,
towns, and rural precincts within the county. In addition,
he shall appoint a deputy registrar for each common
school who shall be a school official or school employee,
and shall appoint a deputy registrar for each fire station
which he finds is convenient to the public for registration
purposes and is adequately staffed so that registration
would not be a great inconvenience for the fire station
personnel. The fire station appointee shall be a person
employed at the station.

A deputy registrar shall be a registered voter and, ex-
cept for city and town clerks, shall hold office at the
pleasure of the county auditor.

The county auditor shall be the custodian of the offi-
cial registration records of each precinct within that
county. The expenses of registration shall be apportioned
between the county and cities or towns therein in the
same manner as provided in RCW 29.07.030. [1980 c 48
§ 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.010. Prior:
1957 ¢ 251 § 4; prior: 1939 ¢ 15 § 1, part; 1933 c 1 § 3,
part; RRS § 5114-3, part; prior: 1891 c 104 §§ 1, part,
2, part; RRS §§ 5116, part, 5117, part.]

Rural precinct defined: RCW 29.01. 150.

29.07.020 City clerk as deputy registrar. The city
clerk shall be a deputy registrar of voters in all precincts
within the county. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.07.020. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § S; prior: 1939 c 15 § 1, part;
1933 ¢ 1 § 3, part; RRS § 5114-3, part; prior: 1891 c
104 §§ 1, part, 2, part; RRS §§ 5116, part, 5117, part.]
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29.07.030 Expense of registration. The expense of
registration in all rural precincts shall be paid by the
county; in all precincts lying wholly within a city or
town by the city or town. In precincts lying partly within
and partly outside of a city or town, the expense of reg-
istration shall be apportioned between the county and
city or town according to the number of voters registered
in the precinct living within the city or town and the
number living outside of it. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.030. Prior:
1939 ¢ 82 § 1, part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 4, part; RRS § 5114-4,
part; prior: 1891 c 104 § 4; RRS § 5119.]

29.07.040 Fees of deputy registrars. Each deputy
registrar, other than city or town clerks so deputized,
shall be entitled to receive a fee of not less than twenty
cents, the exact fee to be set by the board of county
commissioners, for each elector registered: Provided,
That no employee of the county receiving a salary shall
be entitled to such fees. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 6; 1965 c 9 §
29.07.040. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 7; prior: (i) 1945 c 74 §
1; 1933 ¢ 1 § 28; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 5114-28; prior:
1915 ¢ 16 § 14; RRS § 5132. (ii) 1933 c 1 § 10, part;
RRS § 5114-10, part; prior: 1919 c 163 § 11, part; 1915
c 16 § 13, part; 1905 c 171 § 4, part; 1889 p 417 § 13,
part; RRS § 5131, part.]

29.07.050 Oaths administered to registration officers.
The registration officers, including such clerks in their
office as the county auditor may deputize to take regis-
trations, shall take and subscribe to the following oath or
affirmation before taking any registrations: "I, A.B., do
swear (or affirm) that I will truly, faithfully and impar-
tially perform my duties as registration officer, to the
best of my judgment and abilities, and that I will regis-
ter no person except upon his personal application before
me." This oath shall be administered and certified to by
an officer legally authorized to administer oaths, and
shall be filed with the county auditor. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202
§ 7; 1965 c 9 § 29.07.050. Prior: 1939 c 82 § 1, part;
1933 c 1 § 4, part; RRS § 51144, part.]

29.07.060 Oaths Registration officers may ad-
minister, certify. The registration officers including dep-
utized clerks, after they themselves have taken and
subscribed to the oath prescribed for them, may admin-
ister such oaths and certify to the oath on such affidavits
as are required in the procedure of registration of voters.
(1973 Istex.s.c21 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 202 § 8; 1965¢c 9 §
29.07.060. Prior: (i) 1939 c 82 § 1, part; 1933 c 1 § 4,
part; RRS § 5114-4, part. (ii) 1947 ¢ 68 § 3, part; 1933
c1 § 11, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-11, part; prior:
1921 ¢ 177 § 7, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 8, part; 1901 c 135 §
4, part; 1893 c 45 § 3, part; 1889 p 416 § 8, part; RRS §
5126, part.]

29.07.065 Identity of applicant for registration
Establishment——Voting age proof. In addition to other
information required by this chapter, each applicant for
registration shall establish his identity, unless personally
known by the registration officer, by producing at least
one of the following items:
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(1) A social security card containing the applicant's
signature. Whenever the social security record is so used,
the registration officer shall enter the applicant's social
security number upon the appropriate registration forms;

(2) A driver's license which contains the signature
and/or a photograph of the applicant;

(3) A valid Washington state identicard;

(4) A nationally or regionally known credit card con-
taining the signature and/or photograph of the
applicant;

(5) An identification card issued by the United States,
any state or any agency of either, of a kind commonly
used to identify the members or employees of such gov-
ernment agencies (including military I.D. cards), and
which contain the signature and/or the photograph of
the applicant.

In addition, whenever the registration officer has a
doubt as to whether the applicant is of legal voting age,
such officer may require the applicant to produce a
record which establishes date of birth.

Failure to produce such identification at the time of
registration as set forth in this section shall not deter the
act of registration: Provided, That registration officials
shall indicate on the registration form by checking either
"identification produced” or "identification not pro-
duced”. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 21 § 2.]

29.07.070 Examination of voter as to qualifications.
The registration officer shall interrogate the applicant
for registration, concerning his qualifications as a voter
of the state, and of the county, city, town, and precinct
in which he applies for registration, requiring him to
state:

(1) The previous address of the last former registra-
tion of the applicant as a voter in the state;

(2) His full name;

(3) Date of birth;

(4) Place of residence, street and number, if any, or
post office or rural mail route address;

(5) Whether he is a citizen of the United States.

Answers to all questions shall be inserted on a single
registration form to be prescribed by the secretary of
state. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 21 § 3; 1971 ex.s.c 202 § 9; 1965
c 9 § 29.07.070. Prior: 1947 c 68 § 3, part; 1933 c 1 §
11, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-11, part; prior: 1921
c 177 § 7, part; 1915 c 16 § 8, part; 1901 c 135 § 4,
part; 1893 c 45 § 3, part; 1889 p 416 § 8, part; RRS §
5126, part.]

Civil disabilities of wife abolished: RCW 26.16.160.

Copy of instrument restoring civil rights as evidence: RCW 5.44.090.

Qualifications of electors: State Constitution Art. 6 § 1 (Amendment
5).

Residence defined: RCW 29.01. 140.

Restoration of civil rights: Chapter 9.96 RCW.

Subversive activities as disqualification for voting: RCW 9.81.040.

United States constitutional amendment conventions, delegates, quali-
fications of voters: RCW 29.74.090.

Who disqualified: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3.

29.07.080 Oath of applicant——Registration
form Record. The registrar shall note the sex of the
applicant on the registration form. He shall then require
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the applicant to sign an oath in the following form: "I,
the undersigned, on oath or affirmation, do hereby de-
clare that the facts set forth herein relating to my quali-
fications as a voter, recorded by the registration officer
in my presence, are true. I further certify that I am not
presently denied my civil rights as a result of being con-
victed of an infamous crime and that I will be at least
eighteen years of age at the time of voting”; and the
registration officer shall sign and date such oath in veri-
fication of the fact that the same was signed and sworn
to before him in the following form: "Subscribed and
sworn to before me this _____ dayof .____._____ ,19__,
.......... Registration Officer".

Otherwise the registration officer shall refuse to reg-
ister the applicant. Upon receipt of the registration
record, the county auditor shall note on the record all of
the identifying code numbers and precinct in which the
applicant resides. [1973 1Ist exs. ¢ 21 § 4; 1971 exs. ¢
202 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.080. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 12;
RRS § 5114-12.)

29.07,090 Signature upon card for secretary of
state's file. At the time of registering any voter, each
registration officer shall tequire him to sign his name
upon a card containing spaces for his surname followed
by his given name or names and the name of the county
and city or town, with post office and street address, and
the name or number of the precinct, in which the voter
is registered. [1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 21 § S5; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 §
11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.090. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 13, part;
RRS § 5114-13, part.]

29.07.092 New voter registration or transfer
Acknowledgment. The county auditor shall acknowledge
each new voter registration or transfer by providing or
sending the voter a card identifying his current precinct
and .containing such other information as may be pre-
scribed by the secretary of state. [1975 Ist ex.s. c 184 §
1; 1973 ¢ 153 § 2.]

Severability——1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 184: "If any provision of this 1975
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1975 Ist ex.s.
c184§5.)

29.07.095 Registration of person temporarily residing
outside county of permanent residence. Any person tem-
porarily residing outside of the county of his permanent
residence, but within the state of Washington, may reg-
ister with the registration officer of the place where he is
temporarily residing in the usual manner as required in
this chapter. The registration officer administering the
oath and receiving the application and registration forms
as provided in RCW 29.07.060 through 29.07.090 shall
transmit the same to the county auditor of the county
where the applicant permanently resides for processing
in the same manner as though the applicant had person-
ally applied directly to the registration officer of his
residence.

Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 29.07.160
the registration application shall be received and acted
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upon immediately by the registration officer of the place
of permanent residence of the applicant if the applica-
tion was received and oath administered by the registra-
tion officer at the place of temporary residence not less
than thirty days preceding the next election. [1973 st
ex.s. ¢ 21 § 6; 1971 exs. ¢ 202 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07-
.095. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 13.]

29.07.100 Time and places for registration——Cities
and towns. Registration officers in incorporated cities
and towns shall keep their respective offices open for
registration of voters during the days and .hours when
the same are open for the transaction of public business:
Provided, That in cities of the first class, the county au-
ditor shall establish on a permanent basis at least one
registration office in each legislative district that lies
wholly or partially within the city limits by appointing
persons as deputy registrars who may register any eligi-
ble elector of such city.

Each such deputy registrar, except for city and town
clerks, shall hold office at the pleasure of the county au-
ditor and shall maintain a fixed place, conveniently lo-
cated, for the registration of voters but nothing in this
section shall preclude door—to—door registration includ-
ing registration from a portable office as in a trailer.
[1971 ex.s. c 202 § 13; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.100. Prior: 1957
c 251 § 10; prior: 1947 c 68 § 1, part; 1945 ¢c 95 § 1,
part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 6, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-6,
part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 6, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 6, part;
1901 c 35 § S, part; 1893 c 45 § 1, part; 1889 p 415 § 6,
part; RRS § 5124, part.]

29.07.105 Time and places for registration Ad-
ditional temporary facilities in first, second, third class
cities. In all cities of the first, second and third class, the
governing body shall by ordinance with the consent of
the county auditor provide for additional temporary reg-
istration facilities during the fifteen day period, except-
ing Sundays, prior to the last day to register in order to
be eligible to vote at a state primary election and during
the fifteen day period, excepting Sundays, prior to the
last day to register in order to be eligible to vote at a
state general election by stationing deputy registrars. at
stores, public buildings or other temporary locations.
The county auditor may deputize additional deputy reg-
istrars for the periods of temporary registration if so re-
quested by the governing body of the city. The number
of such temporary registration places to be so estab-
lished and the hours to be maintained shall be, in the
judgment of the governing body of the city concerned,
adequate to afford ample opportunity for all qualified
electors to register for voting, but in no event shall there
be less than two such temporary registration places so
established. Nothing in this section shall preclude door—
to-door registration including registration from a porta-
ble office as in a trailer. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 14; 1965 c 9
§ 29.07.105. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 12.]

29.07.110 Time and places for registration——Dep-
uty registrars located outside county courthouse. Every
deputy registrar located outside the county courthouse
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shall keep registration supplies at his usual place of resi-
dence or usual place of business at reasonable hours and
at the end of each week mail to the county auditor the
cards of those who have registered during the week:
Provided, That with the written consent of the county
auditor a deputy registrar may designate some centrally
located place for registration in lieu of the usual place
where registration supplies are kept by giving notice
thereof in such manner as he may deem expedient stat-
ing therein the days and hours when the place will be
open for registration: Provided further, That such con-
sent of the county auditor may include authorization for
door—to—door registration including registration from a
portable office as in a trailer and the person or persons
so deputized may register all eligible electors residing in
any precinct within the county concerned. [1971 ex.s. c
202 § 15; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.110. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 11;
prior: 1947 ¢ 68 § 1, part; 1945 ¢ 95 § 1, part; 1933 c 1
§ 6, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-6, part; prior: 1919 c
163 § 6, part; 1915 c 16 § 6, part; 1901 c 135 § 5, part;
1893 c 45 § 1, part; 1889 p 415 § 6, part; RRS § 5124,
part.]

29.07.115 Registration records Weekly transmit-
tal. Once weekly, the deputy registrars shall transmit all
registration records properly completed to the county
auditor. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 23.]

29.07.120 Registrar's cards Weekly transmittal.
On each Monday next following the registration of any
voter each county auditor shall transmit all cards re-
quired by RCW 29.07.090 which have been executed
and received in his office during the prior week to the
secretary of state for filing in his office. Each lot must
be accompanied by the certificate of the registrar that
the cards so transmitted are the original cards, that they
were signed by the voters whose names appear thereon
and that the voters are registered in the precincts and
from the addresses shown thereon. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 §
16; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.120. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 13, part;
RRS § 5114-13, part.]

29.07.130 Registrar's cards Use and purpose of.
The cards required by RCW 29.07.090 shall be kept on
file in the office of the secretary of state in such manner
as will be most convenient for, and for the sole purpose
of, checking initiative and referendum petitions and
mailing pamphlets required for constitutional amend-
ments and by the initiative and referendum procedure.
They shall not be open to public inspection or be used
for any other purpose. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 17; 1965¢c 9 §
29.07.130. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 13, part; RRS § 5114-13,
part.]

29.07.140 Specifications for supplies and equip-
ment: Unified voter registration form——Cost. The
secretary of state shall prescribe the specifications, in-
cluding style, form, color, quality and dimensions, for
the cards, records, forms, lists, binders, cabinets or other
supplies to be used in recording and maintaining voter
registration records.
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The secretary of state shall design a unified voter reg-
istration form compatible with existing records which
will allow the preparation, by the registration officer or
other public officer from a single card or paper, of all
the voter registration forms required by law, as of July
16, 1973, to be completed by the registering voter, so
that the registering voter need sign only one form and
need write out required information other than his sig-
nature no more than one time.

This form shall also contain the information necessary
to permit the voter to transfer his registration as pro-
vided by RCW 29.10.020, as it now exists or is hereafter
amended. All registration forms necessary to carry out
the registration of voters as provided by RCW 29.07.060
through 29.07.095 shall be furnished by the state of
Washington without cost to the respective county
auditors.

He shall notify each county auditor what the specifi-
cations are, and they must in their procurement and use
comply with them. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 21 § 7; 1971 exs. ¢
202 § 18; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.140. Prior: (i) 1933 c 1 § 30;
RRS § 5114-30. (ii) 1933 c 1 § 13, part; RRS §
5114-13, part.]

29.07.150  Precinct registration records——
Type——Custody. The county auditor shall have cus-
tody of the registration records for each precinct within
the county. These records shall be maintained as pro-
vided in either subsection (1) or (2) below.

(1) In cabinets or binders, arranged to permit the in-
sertion and securely fastening therein by means of a lock
and key, of cards or records for the separate registration
of the individual voters of the precinct. In using this
system, there shall be prepared for each voter registered
two registration records, an original and a duplicate.

The original cards shall be filed alphabetically by the
surnames of the voters by precincts and constitute the
official registration files of the voters of the various pre-
cincts and must contain spaces for recording the dates
upon which the voter votes.

The duplicate cards shall bear the same information
and signature of the voter and shall be filed alphabeti-
cally without regard to precincts in the office of the
county auditor at all times, and shall not be open to
public inspection.

(2) On a list containing such information required by
RCW 29.07.080 as may be prescribed by the secretary
of state as necessary and pertinent to the conduct of the
elections and on which all the voters in the county shall
be listed alphabetically by their surnames: Provided,
That it shall be possible to prepare individual precinct
lists of registered voters for each precinct containing
only the names and other information required by RCW
29.07.080 of all the voters registered in that precinct
listed alphabetically by their surnames. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202
§ 19; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.150. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 8, part;
RRS § 5114-8, part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 7, part; 1915 ¢
16 § 7, part; 1905 c 171 § 3, part; 1901 c 135 § 3, part;
1893 c 45 § 2, part; 1889 p 415 § 7, part; RRS § 5125,
part.]
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29.07.160 Closing registration files Notice. The
registration files of all precincts shall be closed against
original registration or transfers for thirty days immedi-
ately preceding every election and primary to be held in
such precincts, respectively.

The county auditor shall give notice of the closing of
said files for original registration and transfer by one
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county at least five days before such closing, except as
provided for special elections in accordance with *sec-
tion 3 of this 1980 act. [1980 ¢ 3 § 4; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 §
4; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 20; 1965 c 9 § 29.07.160. Prior:
1947 ¢ 68 § 2; 1933 ¢ 1 § 9; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
5114-9.]

*Reviser's note: For "section 3 of this 1980 act" see note following
RCW 29.13.010.

29.07.170 Delivery of certified registration records to
polls. Immediately upon closing his registration files
preceding an election, the county auditor shall insert
therein his certificate as to the authenticity thereof. He
shall then deliver the registration records for each pre-
cinct thus certified to the inspector or one of the judges
thereof at the proper polling place before the polls open.
[1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 21; 1965 c 9 § 29.07.170. Prior: 1957
c 251 § 8; prior: 1933 c 1 § 10, part; RRS § 5114-10,
part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 11, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 13, part;
1905 ¢ 171 § 4, part; 1889 p 417 § 13, part; RRS §
5131, part.]

29.07.180 Return of registration records after elec-
tion As public records. The registration records of
each precinct delivered to the precinct election officers
for use on the day of an election held in that precinct
shall be returned by them to the county auditor upon the
completion of the count of the votes cast in the precinct
at that election. While in possession of the county audi-
tor they shall be open to public inspection under such
reasonable rules and regulations as may be prescribed
therefor. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 22; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.180.
Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 8, part; RRS § 5114-8, part; prior:
1919 ¢ 163 § 7, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 7, part; 1905 c 171 §
3, part; 1901 c 135 § 3, part; 1893 c 45 § 2, part; 1889 p
415 § 7, part; RRS § 5125, part.]

29.07.200 Registration law——Officer violating. See
RCW 29.85.190.

29.07.210 Registration law
false name. See RCW 29.85.200.

Registering under

29.07.220 Computer file of voter registration re-
cords Establishment Duties of county auditor.
Each county auditor shall establish, on or before July 1,
1975, and maintain a computer file on magnetic tape or
disk, punched cards, or other form of data storage con-
taining the records of all registered voters within the
county: Provided, That an auditor in a county with more
than one hundred fifty thousand registered voters may
decline to comply with the provisions of all or none of
RCW 29.04.055, 29.07.160, 29.07.220, 29.07.230, and
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29.07.240. Where it is necessary or advisable, the audi-
tor may provide for the establishment and maintenance
of such files by private contract or through interlocal
agreement as provided by chapter 39.34 RCW, as it now
exists or is hereafter amended. The computer file shall
include, but not be limited to, each voter's name, resi-
dence address, sex, date of registration, applicable taxing
district and precinct codes and the last date on which the
individual voted. The county auditor shall subsequently
record each consecutive date upon which the individual
has voted and retain at least the last five such consecu-
tive dates: Provided, That if the voter has not voted at
least five times since establishing his current registration
record, only the available dates shall be included. [1974
ex.s. ¢ 127 § 12.]

29.07.230 Payment to counties for maintenance of
voter registration records on electronic data processing
systems. To compensate counties with fewer than ten
thousand registered voters at the time of the most recent
state general election for unrecoverable costs incident to
the maintenance of voter registration records on elec-
tronic data processing systems, the secretary of state
shall, in June of each year, pay such counties an amount
equal to thirty cents for each registered voter in the
county at the time of the most recent state general elec-
tion. [1980 c 32 § 6; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 13.]

29.07.240 Computer file of voter registration re-
cords Rules and regulations Assistance. The sec-
retary of state, as chief election officer, shall adopt rules
and regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of
this chapter to:

(1) Facilitate the establishment and maintenance of
voter registration records by county auditors and the use
of voter registration information in the conduct of elec-
tions; and

(2) Establish standards and procedures for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of voter registration records
on electronic data processing systems.

He shall provide planning, coordination, training and
other assistance in the conversion of voter registration
files to maintenance by electronic data processing and he
shall administer the voter registration assistance ac-
count. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 14.]

Chapter 29.10
REGISTRATION TRANSFERS AND

CANCELLATIONS
Sections
29.10.020 Transfer from one address to another in same
county——Authority——Request.
29.10.030 Transfers——Registrar's duties.
29.10.040 Reregistration on transfer to another county.
29.10.050 Reregistration upon change of name of voter.
29.10.060 Change of precinct boundaries——Transfer of
registration.
29.10.080 Cancellation for failure to vote.
29.10.090 Cancellation for death.
29.10.095 Report of deaths to secretary of state.
29.10.100 Weekly report of transfers and cancellations.
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29.10.110 Record of cancellations——Statement or index refer-
ence affixed to canceled duplicate registration record.

29.10.120 Sworn statement of cancellations——Filing.

29.10.130 Cancellation based on residence grounds——Prelimi-
nary request form.

29.10.140 Cancellation based on residence grounds——Necessary
procedural steps before cancellation.

29.10.150 Cancellation based on residence grounds Forms,
secretary of state to design Availability to public.

29.10.160 Transfer of registration due to address in precinct list of
registered voters differing from permanent re-
cords: Procedure.

29.10.170 Transfer of registration on election day.

Registration of person temporarily residing outside county of resi-
dence: RCW 29.07.095.

Registration of voters: Chapter 29.07 RCW.

29.10.020 Transfer from one address to another in
same county Authority Request. Any registered
voter who changes his residence from one address to an-
other within the same county, shall have his registration
transferred to his new address by sending to the county
auditor a signed request stating his present address and
precinct, and the address and precinct from which he
was last registered, or by appearing in person before him
to have his registration transferred, and signing such re-
quest, or in the manner provided by RCW 29.10.160, as
now or hereafter amended. [1975 Ist ex.s. ¢ 184 § 2;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 24; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.020. Prior: 1955
c 181 § 4; prior: 1933 c 1 § 14, part; RRS § 5114-14,
part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 9, part; 1915 c 16 § 9, part;
1889 p 417 § 12, part; RRS § 5129, part.]

Severability——1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 184: See note following RCW
29.07.092.

Rural precinct defined: RCW 29.01.150.

29.10.030 Transfers Registrar's duties. The sig-
nature of the voter on the request shall be compared
with the signature of the voter on the registration re-
cords of such voter, and if it appears that the signatures
have been made by the same person, the new place of
residence and precinct name or number shall be entered
upon registration records of the voter signing such re-
quest, and they shall be removed from the files of the
precinct of the former residence and inserted in the files
of the precinct of the present residence or shall be so
designated as to appear on the precinct lists of registered
voters of the precinct of the present residence instead of
the precinct of former residence on all such subsequent
lists. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 25; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.030. Prior:
1955 c 181 § 5; prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 14, part; RRS §
5114-14, part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 9, part; 1915 c 16 §
9, part; 1889 p 417 § 12, part; RRS § 5129, part.]

29.10.040 Reregistration on transfer to another
county. A registered voter who changes his or her resi-
dence from one county to another county, shall be re-
quired to register anew. Before registering anew, the
voter shall sign an authorization to cancel his or her
present registration in substantially the following form:
"I hereby authorize the cancellation of my registration
in __________ precinct of _________._ county.” Such
authorization shall be forwarded promptly to the county
auditor of the county in which the voter was previously
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registered. Upon the receipt of such authorization, the
county auditor of the county where the previous regis-
tration was made, shall cause the signature on the au-
thorization to be compared with the signature on the
registration record of such voter, and if it appears that
the signatures were made by the same person, the
former registration record shall be canceled forthwith.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 26; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 26; 1965 c 9 §
29.10.040. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 15; RRS § 5114-15.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

City precinct defined: RCW 29.01.030.
Precinct defined: RCW 29.01.120.
Residence defined: RCW 29.01.140.
Rural precinct defined: RCW 29.01.150.

29.10.050 Reregistration upon change of name of
voter. Any registered voter who changes his or her name
by marriage, or otherwise in the manner provided by
law, shall register anew. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.050. Prior:
1947 c 68 § 4; 1933 c 1 § 16; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
5114-16.]

29.10.060 Change of precinct boundaries——Trans-
fer of registration. If the boundaries of any city, town-
ship, or rural precinct are changed in the manner
provided by law, the county auditor shall transfer the
registration cards of every registered voter whose place
of residence is affected thereby to the files of the proper
precinct, noting thereon the name or number of the new
precinct, or change the addresses, the precinct names or
numbers, and the special district designations for those
registered voters on the voter registration lists of the
county. It shall not be necessary for any registered voter
whose residence has been changed from one precinct to
another, by a change of boundary, to apply to the regis-
tration officer for a transfer of registration. The county
auditor shall mail to each registrant in the new precinct
a notice that his precinct has been changed from
.......... to -_________, and that thereafter he will
be entitled to vote in the new precinct, giving the name
or number. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 27; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.060.
Prior: 1933 c 1 § 17; RRS § 5114-17.]

29.10.080 Cancellation for failure to vote. (1) After
each state general election and prior to January Ist of
the next calendar year, the county auditor shall cancel
the voter registration record of any registered voter who
fails to meet the requirements of subsection (2) of this
section for retaining registered status. He shall notify
the voter whose registration has been canceled, by mail,
at his last registration address, of the fact that his regis-
tration has been canceled, and that he will not be enti-
tled to vote at any election until he has registered anew.
No voter's registration shall be canceled if his original
registration was made less than twenty—four months
prior to the cancellation date. The secretary of state
shall be notified immediately of all such cancellations.

(2) A registered voter shall retain such status by ei-
ther having voted at (a) any election, general or special,
or at any primary within the past twenty—four months,

[Title 29 RCW—p 19]



29.10.080

or (b) the most recent presidential election. [1977 ex.s. c
361 § 27; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 28; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 3;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.080. Prior: 1945 c 30 § 1; 1933 c 1 §
19; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 5114-19.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Cancellation due to address differing from that on permanent re-
cords——Necessary procedural steps before cancellation: RCW
29.10.160.

29.10.090 Cancellation for death. The local registrar
of vital statistics in cities of the first class shall submit
monthly to the county auditor a list of the names and
addresses, if known, of all persons over twenty—one years
of age who have died.

The registrar of vital statistics of the state shall supply
such monthly lists for each county of the state, exclusive
of cities of the first class, to the county auditor thereof.
The county auditors shall compare such lists with the
registration records and cancel the registrations of de-
ceased voters.

In addition to the above manner of canceling registra-
tion records of deceased voters, any registered voter may
sign a statement, subject to the penalties of perjury, to
the effect that to his personal knowledge or belief an-
other registered voter is deceased. This statement may
be filed with any registration officer and the deputy reg-
istrar shall promptly forward such statement to the
county auditor. Upon the receipt of such signed state-
ment, the county auditor shall cancel the registration re-
cords concerned and so notify the secretary of state.
Upon receipt of such notice, the secretary of state shall
in turn cancel his copy of said registration record.

The secretary of state as chief elections officer shall
cause such form to be designed to carry out the provi-
sions of this section. The county auditors shall have such
forms available for public use. Further, each such public
officer having jurisdiction of an election shall make
available a reasonable supply of such forms for the use
of the precinct election officers at each polling place on
the day of an election. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 29; 1965 c 9 §
29.10.090. Prior: 1961 ¢ 32 § 1; 1933 c 1 § 20; RRS §
5114-20.]

29.10.095 Report of deaths to secretary of state. On
or before the fifteenth day of July and quarterly there-
after, the local registrar of vital statistics in cities of the
first class and the registrar of vital statistics of the state
shall file a sworn statement with the secretary of state.
The form of said statement shall be furnished by the
secretary and shall recite the number of deaths that have
occurred during the three months' period immediately
preceding the date of said report and the fact that the
county auditor has been notified. The number of deaths
shall be further segregated as to city, town or rural ar-
eas. [1971 ex.s. c 202 § 30; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.095. Prior:
1951 ¢ 250 § 1.]

29.10.100 Weekly report of transfers and cancella-
tions. On the Monday next following the transfer or
cancellation of the registration of any voter, each county
auditor must certify to all transfers or cancellations
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made during the prior week to the secretary of state.
The certificate shall set forth the name of each voter
whose registration has been transferred or canceled, the
county, city or town, and precinct in which he was reg-
istered and, in case of a transfer, also the name of the
county and city or town, the name or number of the
precinct and the post office address (including street and
number) to which the registration of the voter was
transferred. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 31; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10-
.100. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 13, part; RRS § 5114-13, part.]

29.10.110 Record of cancellations——Statement or
index reference affixed to canceled duplicate registration
record. Every county auditor shall carefully preserve in a
separate file or list, to be kept in his office for that pur-
pose, all original and duplicate registration records can-
celed. The files or lists for the preservation of canceled
registration records shall be arranged and kept in alpha-
betical order irrespective of the precincts from which the
canceled records were taken. The signed statement or an
index reference to file of such signed statements used as
the authority for cancellation as provided in RCW 29-
.10.090, 29.10.110, 29.10.130 through 29.10.160, 29.04-
.100 and 29.51.060 shall be firmly affixed to the
canceled registration record.

The county auditor may destroy all original registra-
tion forms after they have been canceled for a period of
two years or more. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 32; 1965 ex.s. c
156 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.110. Prior: 1961 ¢ 32 § 2;
1947 ¢ 85 § 5; 1933 ¢ 1 § 21; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
5114-21.]

29.10.120 Sworn statement of cancellations——Fil-
ing. On or before March 1st of each year, each county
auditor shall execute a sworn statement and file same
with the secretary of state within ten days after date of
execution. Said statement shall be furnished by the of-
fice of secretary of state and shall be in substantially the
following form:

State of Washington
$S.
County of __________._.
I . , do solemnly swear that I have caused

to be examined the permanent voting record of each
registered voter under my jurisdiction and have canceled
those registrations of said voters who have failed to cast
a ballot at any election held during the twenty-four
month period immediately prior to the first day of Janu-
ary of this year, or at the last presidential election, as
provided by law.

Further, the number of said cancellations totaled
______ A notice has been mailed to each elector con-
cerned and the office of the secretary has been notified
of said cancellations.

(Signature)
Subscribed and sworn to.

[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 28; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 33; 1965¢c9 §
29.10.120. Prior: 1951 ¢ 208 § 1.]
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Effective date—Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: Sce notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.10.130  Cancellation based on residence
grounds Preliminary request form. Any precinct
committeeman, precinct election officer or registration
officer may sign a preliminary request form, subject to
the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to his personal
knowledge and belief another registered voter does not
actually reside and maintain his abode at the address as
given on his registration record and that the voter in
question is not protected by the provisions of Article VI,
section 4, of the Constitution of the state of Washington:
Provided, That (1) a precinct committeeman or precinct
election officer may only challenge the residence of a
voter registered in the precinct wherein such precinct
committeeman or precinct election officer serves and (2)
the person filing such challenge must furnish the address
at which the challenged voter actually resides in order to
assure that proper notice will be received by the chal-
lenged voter. [1967 ¢ 225 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 156 § 2.]

29.10.140  Cancellation based on residence
grounds——Necessary procedural steps before cancella-
tion. All such signed forms shall be delivered to the ap-
propriate county auditor who shall cancel the
registration records of the voters concerned on the thir-
tieth day following date of mailing or as soon thereafter
as is practicable: Provided, That notice of intent to can-
cel the registration on account of a claimed change of
residence shall be mailed by certified mail to that ad-
dress at which the challenged voter actually resides in
order to assure that proper notice will be received by the
challenged voter.

Any voter, whose registration has been so questioned,
who believes that the allegation is not true, shall within
twenty days of such mailing or publication file a written
protest with the county auditor. The county auditor shall
immediately notify, by certified mail, the challenger and
the challenged voter to appear at a meeting to be held at
a place, day and hour certain to be stated in the notice,
for determination of the validity of such registration:
Provided, That should the challenged voter be unable to
appear in person he may file a reply by means of an af-
fidavit stating therein under oath the reasons he believes
his registration to be valid and should the challenger be
unable to appear in person he may file a statement by
means of affidavit stating the reasons he believes the
registration to be invalid.

The hearing shall take place at the time and place
designated by the county auditor. In the event both the
challenger and the challenged voter file affidavits in-
stead of appearing in person, an evaluation of such affi-
davits by the county auditor shall constitute a hearing
for the purposes of this section.

The county auditor shall hold a hearing at which time
both parties shall present their facts and arguments. Af-
ter reviewing the facts and arguments, the county audi-
tor shall rule as to the validity or invalidity of the
challenge. His ruling shall be final subject only to a pe-
tition for judicial review by the superior court under the
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provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW, as it is now or here-
after amended. If the challenger fails to appear at the
meeting or fails to file an affidavit, the registration in
question may remain in full effect as determined by the
county auditor. If the challenged voter fails to appear at
the meeting or fails to file an affidavit, then the regis-
tration shall be canceled and the voter so notified. [1971
ex.s. ¢ 202 § 34; 1967 c 225 § 3; 1965 ex.s. c 156 § 3.]

29.10.150 Cancellation based on residence
grounds Forms, secretary of state to design
Availability to public. The secretary of state as chief
elections officer shall cause appropriate forms to be de-
signed to carry out the provisions of RCW 29.04.100,
29.10.110, 29.10.130 through 29.10.160 and 29.51.060.
The county auditors and registrars shall have such forms
available. Further, a reasonable supply of such forms
shall be at each polling place on the day of a primary or
election, general or special. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 35; 1965
ex.s.c 156 § 4.]

29.10.160 Transfer of registration due to address in
precinct list of registered voters differing from permanent
records——Proceduré. After each primary and after
each election, special or general, the county auditor shall
compare the voter registration record with the signature
and address of each voter as it appears in the precinct
list of registered voters used at each such primary and
each such election. If the address of any voter, as written
by the voter,.in the precinct list of registered voters does
not agree with the address of the voter as stated on his
permanent registration records, the registration officer
shall enter the new address and precinct name or num-
ber on the permanent registration record and notify the
voter, by mail, that his registration has been transferred
in the manner provided by RCW 29.10.060 as now or
hereafter amended: Provided, That if the voter believes
that his registration record should not be changed, he
shall so notify the county auditor who, in turn, shall
promptly arrange for a hearing unless it is manifestly
apparent that the voter's reasons are valid for keeping
his record unchanged. If a hearing is necessary, any rul-
ing issued by the registration officer shall be final, sub-
ject only to a petition for judicial review by the superior
court under the provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW, as
now or hereafter amended. [1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 184 § 3;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 36; 1965 ex:s. ¢ 156 § 8.]

Severability——1975 1st ex.s. ¢ i84: See note following RCW
29.07.092.

Forms, secretary of state to design
29.10.150.

Availability to publicc RCW

29.10.170 Transfer of registration on election day. A
registered voter may file a transfer of registration on the
day of an election or primary under the procedures set
forth in this section.

At each polling place, the precinct election officials
shall have at their table a supply of forms for transfer of
registration, designed by the secretary of state and sup-
plied by the county auditors. Accompanying such forms
there shall be a sign stating "If you do not still reside at
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the address at which you are presently registered, please
complete this form.”

A voter completing the transfer form shall vote in the
precinct in which he was previously registered. Upon
transmittal of the ballots, ballot cards, or voting machine
count to the county auditor the precinct election officers
shall also deliver the transfer forms to the auditor, who
shall, within ninety days mail to each voter requesting a
transfer of registration, notice of his current precinct
and polling place. [1979 ¢ 96 § 1.]

Chapter 29.13
TIMES FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS AND

PRIMARIES

Sections

29.13.010 State, county, city, town, and district general elec-
tions——State—wide general election——Excep-
tions——Special county elections.

29.13.015 1963 elections act defined.

29.13.020 City, town, and district general elections——Excep-
tions——Special elections.

29.13.021 Elections in first class cities under commission govern-
ment whose charters provide for triennial elections.

29.13.023 Elections in first class cities under mayor—council gov-
ernment——Twelve councilmembers.

29.13.024 Elections in first class cities under mayor-council gov-
ernment——Seven councilmembers.

29.13.025 "Class A county” includes higher classifications.

29.13.040 Conduct of elections Canvass.

29.13.045 Constituencies to bear all or share of election costs——
Procedure to recover. .

29.13.047 State to assume share of election costs when state offi-
cers or measures voted upon——Procedure.

29.13.050 Commencement of terms of city, town, and district offi-
cers elected Organization of district boards of
directors.

29.13.060 Elections in first class school districts containing a city
of the first class, in class A and class AA counties (as
amended by 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126).

29.13.060 Elections in first class school districts containing a city
of the first class, in class A and class AA counties (as
amended by 1979 ex.s. c 183).

29.13.070 Primaries, when held.

29.13.075 Elections to fill unexpired term—~———Primary dispensed
with, when.

29.13.080 Opening and closing polls.

29.13.100 United States Constitutional amendment conven-

tions——Election of convention delegates: Date

for, how fixed.

County officers, generally, time of election: RCW 36.16.010.
District elections, time of holding, see under particular district.
Elections, time of holding: State Constitution Art. 6 § 8.

School elections to be conducted according to Title 29 RCW: RCW
28A.58.521.

29.13.010 State, county, city, town, and district gen-
eral elections——State-wide general election Ex-
ceptions——Special county elections. All state, county,
city, town, and district general elections for the election
of federal, state, legislative, judicial, county, city, town,
district, and precinct officers, and for the submission to
the voters of the state, county, city, town, or district of
any measure for their adoption and approval or rejec-
tion, shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of November, in the year in which they may be
called. A state—wide general election shall be held on the
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first Tuesday after the first Monday of November of
each year: Provided, That the state-wide general elec-
tion held in odd—numbered years shall be limited to (1)
city, town, and district general elections as provided for
in RCW 29.13.020 as now or hereafter amended, or as
otherwise provided by law; (2) the election of federal of-
ficers for the remainder of any unexpired terms in the
membership of either branch of the congress of the
United States; (3) the election of state and county offi-
cers for the remainder of any unexpired terms of offices
created by or whose duties are described in Article II,
section 15, Article III, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state
Constitution and RCW 2.06.080; (4) the election of
county officers in any county governed by a charter
containing provisions calling for general county elections
at this time; and (5) the approval or rejection of state
measures, including proposed constitutional amend-
ments, matters pertaining to any proposed constitutional
convention, initiative measures and referendum measures
proposed by the electorate, referendum bills, and any
other matter provided by the legislature for submission
to the electorate: Provided further, That this section
shall not be construed as fixing the time for holding pri-
mary elections, or elections for the recall of any elective
public officer: Provided however, That the county legis-
lative authority may, if they deem an emergency to ex-
ist, call a special county election by presenting a
resolution to the county auditor at least forty—five days
prior to the proposed election date. A special election
called by the county legislative authority shall be held on
one of the following dates as decided by such governing
body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in
February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March, except that if a
state—wide political party caucus by a major political
party is scheduled on the second Tuesday, then a special
election may not be held on such date but may be held
on the third Tuesday in March;

(c) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in May;

(e) The day of the primary as specified by RCW 29-
.13.070; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November.

In addition to the dates set forth in (a) through (f)
above, a special election to validate an excess levy or
bond issue may be called at any time to meet the needs
resulting from failure of a county to pass a special levy
for the first time or from fire, flood, earthquake, or
other act of God. Such county special election shall be
noticed and conducted in the manner provided by law.

This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature,
having different dates for such city, town, and district
elections, the purpose of this section being to establish
mandatory dates for holding elections except for those
elections held pursuant to a home—rule charter adopted
under Article XI, section 4 of the state Constitution.
[1980 ¢ 3 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd exs. ¢ 111 § 1; 1975-'76
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2nd ex.s. ¢ 3§ 1; 1973 2nd ex.s. c 36 § 1; 1973 c 4 § I;
1965 ¢ 123 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 151
§ 1; prior: (i) 1923 ¢ 53 § 1; 1921 c 61 § 1; RRS § 5143.
(ii) 1921 c 61 § 3; RRS § 5145.]

Special election procedures for March of 1980: "Notwithstanding
the provisions of RCW 29.13.010 and 29.13.020, as now or hereafter
amended, any county, city, town, or district calling a special election
on the third Tuesday of March pursuant to *section 1 or 2 of this 1980
amendatory act shall call such election by presenting a resolution to
the county auditor at least thirty-five days prior to that proposed elec-
tion date. The county auditor shall give notice of the closing of voter
registration for any special election to be held on the third Tuesday in
March of 1980 by one publication in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the county at least three days before such closing. The provi-
sions of this section shall only apply to elections to be held in March of
1980." [1980 c 3 § 3.]

*Reviser's note: Sections 1 and 2 of this 1980 amendatory act consist
of the amendments to RCW 29.13.010 and 29.13.020, respectively, by
1980 c 3.

Severahility——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 111: "If any provision of this
1976 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the pro-
vision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1975-'76
2ndexs.c 111 § 3.]

Elections called prior to June 25, 1976: "Nothing in sections 1 or 2
of this 1976 amendatory act shall affect any special election which has
been called prior to the effective date of this 1976 amendatory act.”
[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 111 § 4.] The effective date of 1975-'76 2nd
ex.s. ¢ 111 was June 25, 1976.

29.13.015 1963 elections act defined. Wherever used
in chapter 29.13 RCW, the term "1963 elections act"
includes the following RCW sections: RCW 29.04.055,
29.04.070, 29.04.080, 29.13.020, 29.13.021, 29.13.022,
29.13.023, 29.13.024, 29.13.030, 29.13.040, 29.13.045,
29.13.050, 29.13.060, 29.13.061, 29.13.065, 29.13.070,
29.21.060, 29.24.110, 35.17.020, 35.17.400, 35.23.040,
35.24.050, 35.27.090, 36.69.090, 53.12.044, 53.12.046,
53.12.160, 53.12.210 and 56.12.020, as amended in the
year 1963, or thereafter. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.015.]

Reviser's note: RCW 29.13.022, 29.13.061, 29.13.065, and 53.12.046
were repealed by 1963 ¢ 200 § 26. RCW 29.13.030 was repealed by

1965 ¢ 123 § 9(12); later enactment, see RCW 29.13.020. RCW 29-
.24.110 was repealed by 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 15.

29.13.020 City, town, and district general elec-
tions Exceptions——Special elections. All city,
town, and district general elections shall be held
throughout the state of Washington on the first Tuesday

following the first Monday in November in the odd- .

numbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(1) Elections for the recall of any elective public
officer.

(2) Public utility districts, or district elections whereat
the ownership of property within said districts is a pre-
requisite to voting, all of which elections shall be held at
the times prescribed in the laws specifically applicable
thereto.

(3) Consolidation proposals as provided for in RCW
28A.57.180 and nonhigh capital fund aid proposals as
provided for in chapter 28A.56 RCW.

The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elec-
tions, upon request in the form of a resolution of the
governing body of a city, town or district, presented to
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him at least forty—five days prior to the proposed elec-
tion date, may, if he deems an emergency to exist, call a
special election in such city, town, or district and for the
purpose of such special election he may combine, unite,
or divide precincts. A special election called by such
governing body shall be held on one of the following
dates as decided by the governing body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in
February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March, except that if a
state—wide political party caucus by a major political
party is scheduled on the second Tuesday, then a special
election may not be held on such date but may be held
on the third Tuesday in March: Provided however, That
in any county holding an election on the second Tuesday
in March of 1980 pursuant to a home-rule charter
adopted under Article XI, section 4 of the state Consti-
tution, any city, town, or district where any portion of
the registered voters of that city, town, or district reside
within that charter county may hold special elections on
the second Tuesday in March of 1980;

(c) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in May;

(e) The day of the primary election as specified by
RCW 29.13.070; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November.

In addition to (a) through (f) above, a special election
to validate an excess levy or bond issue may be called at
any time to meet the needs resulting from failure of a
school or junior taxing district to pass a special levy for
the first time or from fire, flood, earthquake, or other
act of God. Such special election shall be conducted and
notice thereof given in the manner provided by law.

This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature,
having different dates for such city, town, and district
elections, the purpose of this section being to establish
mandatory dates for holding elections. [1980 ¢ 3 § 2;
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 111 § 2; 1965 ¢ 123 § 3; 1965¢c 9 §
29.13.020. Prior: 1963 c 200 § 1; 1955¢ 55 § 1; 1951 c
101 § 1; 1949 c 161 § 1; 1927 c 182 § 1; 1923 ¢ 53 § 2;
1921 c 61 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5144.]

Special election procedures for March of 1980: See note following
RCW 29.13.010.

Severability——Elections called prior to June 25, 1976——1975-'76
2nd ex.s. ¢ 111: See notes following RCW 29.13.010.

29.13.021 Elections in first class cities under com-
mission government whose charters provide for triennial
elections. All regular elections in cities of the first class
under a commission form of government whose charters
provide that elections shall be held triennially, shall
hereafter be held quadrennially and shall be held on the
Tuesday following the first Monday in November in the
odd-numbered years: Provided, That no such regular
city election shall be held under the provisions of this
1963 amendatory section until the Tuesday after the
first Monday in November, 1969. The elections to be
held in such cities in 1964 under existing law shall be
conducted at the time and in the manner as though the
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provisions of the 1963 elections act had not been en-
acted. All city officials elected in 1964, or thereafter,
shall be elected for terms of four years and until their
successors are elected and qualified and then assume of-
fice in accordance with RCW 29.04.170. [1979 ex.s. c
126 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.021. Prior: 1963 c 200 § 4.]

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.13.023 Elections in first class cities under mayor-
council government: Twelve councilmembers. All reg-
ular elections in first class cities having a mayor—council
form of government whose charters provide for twelve
councilmembers elected for a term of two years, two be-
ing elected from each of six wards, and for the election
of a mayor, treasurer, and comptroller for terms of two
years, shall be held biennially as provided in RCW 29-
.13.020. The term of each councilmember, mayor, trea-
surer, and comptroller shall be four years and until his
or her successor is elected and qualified and assumes of-
fice in accordance with RCW 29.04.170. The terms of
the councilmembers shall be so staggered that six
councilmembers shall be elected to office at each regular
election. [1981 ¢ 213 § 3; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 § 11; 1965 c 9
§ 29.13.023. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 2; 1957 c 168 § 1.]

Purpose=——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.13.024 Elections in first class cities under mayor-
council government——Seven councilmembers. All regu-
lar elections in first class cities having a mayor—council
form of government whose charters provide for seven
councilmembers, one to be elected from each of six
wards and one at large, for a term of two years, and for
the election of a mayor, comptroller, treasurer and at-
torney for two year terms, shall be held biennially as
provided in RCW 29.13.020. The terms of the six
councilmembers to be elected by wards shall be four
years and until their successors are elected and qualified
and the term of the councilmember to be elected at large
shall be two years and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The terms of the councilmembers shall be
so staggered that three ward councilmembers and the
councilmember at large shall be elected at each regular
election. The term of the mayor, attorney, treasurer, and
comptroller shall be four years and until their successors
are elected and qualified and assume office in accord-
ance with RCW 29.04.170. [1981 ¢ 213 § 4; 1979 ex.s. c
126 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.024. Prior: 1963 c 200 § 3;
1957 ¢ 168 § 2.]

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.13.025 "Class A county” includes higher classifi-
cations. For the purposes of RCW 29.13.020, 29.13.040,
29.21.060, *29.24.110, 29.27.040 and 29.27.080, "class
A county" shall include counties of higher classification
whenever such class or classes shall be established. [1979
ex.s.c 126 § 13; 1965 c 9 § 29.13.025. Prior: 1951 ¢ 101
§8.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29.24.110 was repealed by 1975-'76 2nd ex.s.
c120§ 15.

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).
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29.13.040 Conduct of elections——Canvass. All elec-
tions, whether special or general, held under RCW 29-
.13.010 and 29.13.020 as now or hereafter amended,
shall be conducted by the county auditor as ex officio
county supervisor of elections and except as provided in
RCW 29.62.100 the returns thereof shall be canvassed
by the county canvassing board. [1965 ¢ 123 § 4; 1965 ¢
9 § 29.13.040. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 6; 1955 ¢ 55 § 3;
1951 ¢ 257 § 4; 1951 c 101 § 4; 1949 c 161 § 5; Rem.
Supp. 1949 § 5153-1.]

County auditor designated as supervisor of certain elections: RCW
29.04.020.

29.13.045 Constituencies to bear all or share of elec-
tion costs Procedure to recover. Every city, town,
and district shall be liable for its proportionate share of
the costs when such elections are held in conjunction
with other elections held under RCW 29.13.010 and
29.13.020.

Whenever any city, town, or district shall hold any
primary or election, general or special, on an isolated
date, all costs of such elections shall be borne by the
city, town, or district concerned.

The purpose of this section is to clearly establish that
the county is not responsible for any costs involved in the
holding of any city, town, or district election.

In recovering such election expenses, including a rea-
sonable pro-ration of administrative costs, the county
auditor shall certify the cost to the county treasurer with
a copy to the clerk or auditor of the city, town, or dis-
trict concerned. Upon receipt of such certification, the
county treasurer shall make the transfer from any avail-
able and appropriate city, town, or district funds to the
county current expense fund or to the county election
reserve fund if such a fund is established. Each city,
town, or district shall be promptly notified by the county
treasurer whenever such transfer has been completed:
Provided, however, That in those districts wherein a
treasurer, other than the county treasurer, has been ap-
pointed such transfer procedure shall not apply but the
district shall promptly issue its warrant for payment of
election costs. [1965 ¢ 123 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.045.
Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 7; 1951 ¢ 257 § 5.]

Absentee service voters, reimbursement for expenses of mailing: RCW
29.39.150.

Diking districts, election to organize, costs: RCW 85.05.040.

Diking or drainage district, reorganization into improvement district,
1917 act, election on, costs: RCW 85.20.040.

Diking or drainage district, reorganization into improvement district,
1933 act, election on, costs: RCW 85.22.040.

Expense of printing and distributing ballots: RCW 29.30.130.
Expense of recount——Charges: RCW 29.64.060.

Port district elections, cost of election notice and ballots: RCW
53.12.190.

Port districts, formation of, election on, expense of: RCW 53.04.070.
Public utility district elections, expense of: RCW 54.12.010.

Reclamation districts of one million acres, election to form, expense:
RCW 89.30.115.

School facilities as polling places, payment for: RCW 29.48.007.
Sewer districts, formation of, expense: RCW 56.04.080.

Soil and water conservation district, election to form, expense: RCW
89.08.140.
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Water districts, annexation of territory by, election on, expense: RCW
57.24.050.

29.13.047 State to assume share of election costs
when state officers or measures voted upon Proce-
dure. Whenever state officers or measures are voted
upon at a state primary or general election held in an
odd—numbered year as provided for in RCW 29.13.010,
the state of Washington shall assume its prorated share
of such election costs. The county auditor shall appor-
tion the state's share of such expenses when prorating
election costs as provided under RCW 29.04.020 and
29.13.045 and shall file such expense claims with the
secretary of state. The secretary of state shall include in
his biennial budget request a provision for sufficient
funds to carry out the provisions of this section. Pay-
ments hereunder shall be from appropriations specifi-
cally provided for such purpose by law. [1977 exs. c 144
§ 4,1975-'76 2nd ex.s.c 4 § 1; 1973 c 4 § 2.]

29.13.050 Commencement of terms of city, town, and
district officers elected Organization of district
boards of directors. The term of every city, town, and
district officer elected to office on the first Tuesday fol-
lowing the first Monday in November of the odd—num-
bered years shall begin in accordance with RCW
29.04.170: Provided, That any person elected to less
than a full term shall assume office as soon as the elec-
tion returns have been certified and he or she is qualified
in accordance with RCW 29.01.135.

Each board of directors of every district shall be or-
ganized at the first meeting held after one or more
newly elected directors take office. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 §
14; 1965 c 123 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.050. Prior: 1963 c
200 § 8; 1959 ¢ 86 § 1; prior: 1951 ¢ 257 § 6. (i) 1949 ¢
161 § 9; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5146-1. (ii) 1949 c 163 § I;
1921 ¢ 61 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5146.]

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.13.060 Elections in first class school districts containing a city
of the first class, in class A and class AA counties (as amended by 1979
ex.s. ¢ 126). In class AA and class A counties, first class school dis-
tricts containing a city of the first class shall hold their elections bien-
nially as provided in RCW 29.13.020.

The directors to be elected shall be elected for terms of six years and
until their successors are elected and qualified and assume office in
accordance with RCW 29.04.170. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 § 15; 1965 c 9 §
29.13.060. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 9; 1943 c 10 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
4810-1.]

Purpose——1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29.04.170(1).

29.13.060 Elections in first class school districts containing a city
of the first class, in class A and class AA counties (as amended by 1979
ex.s. ¢ 183). In class AA and class A counties, first class school dis-
tricts containing a city of the first class shall hold their election bien-
nially on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of each
odd—-numbered year.

Except as provided in RCW 28A.57.313, the directors to be elected
shall be elected for terms of six years and until their successors are
elected and qualified. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 183 § 11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.060.
Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 9; 1943 ¢ 10 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 4810-1.]

Reviser's note: RCW 29.13.060 was amended twice during the 1979

first extraordinary session of the legislature, each without reference to
the other.
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For rule of construction concerning sections amended more than
once at the same legislative session, see RCW 1.12.025.

Effective date——Severabdility——1979 ex.s. ¢ 183: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 28A.57.342.

Directors——Number and terms of in new first class district having
city with population of 400,000 people in class AA counties: RCW
28A.57.358.

29.13.070 Primaries, when heid. Nominating primar-
ies for general elections to be held in November shall be
held at the regular polling places in each precinct on the
third Tuesday of the preceding September or on the sev-
enth Tuesday immediately preceding such general elec-
tion, whichever occurs first. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 29; 1965
ex.s. ¢ 103 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.070. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200
§ 25; 1907 c 209 § 3; RRS § 5179.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.13.075 Elections to fill unexpired term——Pri-
mary dispensed with, when. Whenever it shall be neces-
sary to hold a special election in an odd—numbered year
to fill an unexpired term of any office which is scheduled
to be voted upon for a full term in an even-numbered
year, no September primary election shall be held in the
odd—numbered year if, after the last day allowed for
candidates to withdraw, either of the following circum-
stances exist:

(1) No more than one candidate of each qualified po-
litical party has filed a declaration of candidacy for the
same partisan office to be filled; or

(2) No more than two candidates have filed a decla-
ration of candidacy for a single nonpartisan office to be
filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations
of candidacy were filed shall immediately notify all can-
didates concerned and the names of the candidates that
would have been printed upon the September primary
ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shall be
printed as nominees for the positions sought upon the
November general election ballot. [1973 ¢ 4 § 3.]

29.13.080 Opening and closing polls. At all primaries
and elections, general or special, in all counties the polls
must be kept open from seven o'clock a.m. to eight
o'clock p.m. All qualified electors who are at the polling
place at eight o'clock p.m., shall be allowed to cast their
votes. [1973 ¢ 78 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 13; 1965 ¢c 9 §
29.13.080. Prior: (i) 1921 c 61 § 7, RRS § 5149. (ii)
1921 ¢ 170 § 5; RRS § 5154. (iii) 1921 c 178 § 7; 1907
c 235§ 1; 1889 p 413 § 35; RRS § 5319. (iv) 1919 ¢
163 § 16, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 17, part; RRS § 5194,
part.]

Closing the polls: RCW 29.51.250.

District elections, hours, see particular districts.
No adjournment until polls close: RCW 29.51.240.
Proclamation of closing: RCW 29.51.260.
Proclamation opening the polls: RCW 29.48.100.

29.13.100 United States Constitutional amendment
conventions Election of convention delegates
Date for, how fixed. See RCW 29.74.030.

[Title 29 RCW—p 25]




Chapter 29.18

Chapter 29.18
PARTISAN PRIMARIES

Sections

29.18.010  To what candidates this chapter is applicable.

29.18.015 Officials to designate state representative positions,
when——Effect.

29.18.020 What candidates shall appear on ballot.

29.18.030  Declaration and affidavit of candidacy——Neces-
sity——Form——Withdrawal.

29.18.032 Vacancy in partisan elective office——Special filing
period.

29.18.035 Titles designating occupation prohibited.

29.18.040 Declaration of candidacy——Where filed——Copy of
declaration, withdrawal letter to be forwarded to pub-
lic disclosure commission.

29.18.050 Declarations of candidacy——Fees.

29.18.060 Declaration of candidacy——Duplication of names——
Election ballots.

29.18.070 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or untrue names, as
felony.

29.18.080 Duplication of nameés——Conspiracy——Criminal and
civil liability. '

29.18.090 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or untrue names——
Call for meeting to adjust.

29.18.100 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or untrue names——
Conduct of meeting to adjust.

29.18.110 Number of votes necessary for appearance on general
election ballot.

29.18.120 Procedure at primary——General election laws apply.

29.18.150 Vacancies on major party ticket caused by no filing——
How filled.

29.18.160 Vacancies caused by death or disqualification——How
filled——Correcting ballots and labels Counting
votes already cast for person named to vacancy, when.

29.18.200 Blanket primary authorized.

Contest, ineligibility to hold office at time declared elected as ground
for: RCW 29.65.010.
Notice of primary election: RCW 29.27.030.

Political party conventions not to nominate candidates to be voted on
in primary: RCW 29.42.010.

29.18.010 To what candidates this chapter is applica-
ble. All candidates for state, congressional, legislative,
county, municipal, and precinct elective offices shall be
nominated at a partisan primary election held pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter: Provided, That this
chapter shall not apply to elections:

(I) To fill unexpired terms occasioned by vacancies;

(2) For nonpartisan elective offices;

(3) For presidential electors;

(4) In first class cities whose charters provide a non-
partisan method of nominating candidates;

(5) In fourth class cities or towns;

(6) In first, second and third class cities holding non-
partisan elections under RCW 29.21.010. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.18.010. Prior: 1911 ¢ I0I § 2; 1909 c 82 § 1; 1907 ¢
209 § 2; RRS § 5178.]

29.18.015 Officials to designate state representative
positions, when Effect. Not less than ten days before
the time for filing declarations of candidacy for the of-
fice of state representative in representative districts
embracing more than one county, the secretary of state
shall in each case designate the positions to be filled by
consecutive number commencing with the number, "No.
1". The county auditor shall do likewise for state repre-
sentative positions in counties wherein the representative
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districts are confined to the whole or part of a single
county.

The state representative position so designated shall
be dealt with as separate offices for all election purposes.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to those
representative districts assigned a single state represen-
tative position. [1965 ¢ 52 § 1.]

29.18.020 What candidates shall appear on ballot.
The names of the candidates of the major political par-
ties and those independent candidates and candidates of
minor political parties who have been nominated pursu-
ant to the provisions of chapter 29.24 RCW shall appear
upon the partisan primary ballot: Provided, That candi-
dates for the positions of president and vice president
shall not appear on the partisan primary ballot. The
name of no other candidate shall appear thereon. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 329 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.020. Prior: 1907 c 209
§ 6, part; RRS § 5183, part.]

Major political party defined: RCW 29.01.090.

29.18.030 Declaration and affidavit of candidacy
Necessity——Form——Withdrawal. The name of no
candidate shall be printed upon the official ballot used
at a state primary, unless not earlier than the last Mon-
day of July nor later than the next succeeding Friday, a
declaration of candidacy is filed in the form hereinafter
set forth:

DECLARATION AND AFFIDAVIT OF
CANDIDACY

State of Washington }
§s

County of _________.__.
DECLARATION

| I , declare upon honor that I am a regis-
tered voter residing at No. _.__. street, _____.____._
(city or town of) ___.._.____ (county of) __.._..___. ,
state of Washington, and am legally qualified to assume
office if elected; that I hereby declare myself a candidate

for nomination to the office of .________. or position
No. ... for the office of _________. (fill in which-
ever blank is applicable) to be made at the primary
election to be held on the ____. dayof __.__..___. , and

hereby request that my name be printed upon the offi-
cial primary ballots, as provided by law, as a candidate
of the (do not fill this in if office sought is nonpartisan)
.......... party, and I accompany herewith the sum

of ... dollars, the fee required by law of me for
becoming a candidate.
AFFIDAVIT

FURTHER, 1 do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
will support the Constitution and laws of the United
States and the Constitution and laws of the state of
Washington; that I do not advocate the overthrow, de-
struction, or alteration of the constitutional form of gov-
ernment of the United States or of the state of
Washington or any political subdivision of either of
them, by revolution, force or violence, and that I do not

(1981 Ed)



Partisan Primaries

knowingly belong to any organization, foreign or other-
wise, which engages in or advocates, the overthrow, de-
struction or alteration of the constitutional form of
government of the United States or of the state of
Washington or any political subdivision of either of
them, by revolution, force or violence.

(Signature of

candidate as name

(Please print name
to assure correct

spelling) to appear upon
ballot)
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ____. day of

(Official title)

Any candidate may in writing withdraw his declara-
tion at any time to and including the first Wednesday
after the last day allowed for filing declarations of can-
didacy. Should the candidate desire to mail his declara-
tion of withdrawal it shall be honored if the instrument
is postmarked no later than the last day allowed for
withdrawals. There shall be no refund of the filing fee.
(1965 ex.s. ¢ 103 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.030. Prior: 1959
c250 § 1; 1947 c 234 § 1; 1933 c 95 § 1; 1907 c 209 §
4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5180.]

Contests, grounds for: RCW 29.65.010.

Precinct committeeman——Declaration of candidacy: RCW 29.42-
.040, 29.42.050.

Subversive activities, candidate must file affidavit respecting: RCW
9.81.100.

Subversive activities, conviction of or plea of guilty to as disqualifica-
tion for holding office: RCW 9.81.040.

Write-in voting, nominee to execute declaration of candidacy, pay fee:
RCW 29.51.170.

29.18.032 Vacancy in partisan elective office——
Special filing period. Filings for a partisan elective office
shall be opened for a period of three normal business
days whenever, on or after the first day of the regular
filing period and before the fourth Tuesday prior to a
primary, a vacancy occurs in that office, leaving an un-
expired term to be filled by an election for which filings
have not been held.

Any such special three—day filing period shall be fixed
by the election officer with whom declarations of candi-
dacy for that office are filed. The election officer shall
give notice of the special three-day filing period by no-
tifying the press, radio, and television in the county or
counties involved, and by such other means as may be
required by law.

Candidacies validly filed within the special three-day
filing period shall appear on the primary ballot as if filed
during the regular filing period. [1981 ¢ 180 § 2.]

Severability 1981 ¢ 180: See note following RCW 42.12.040.

Vacancy in partisan elective office, successor elected, when: RCW
42.12.040.

29.18.035 Titles designating occupation prohibited.
No person when filing as a candidate or nominee at any
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election shall be permitted to use any titles designating
his present or past occupation or profession, including
ranks in the armed forces: Provided, That the provisions
of this section shall not prohibit the use of a nickname
by which a candidate is commonly known: Provided fur-
ther, That should a nickname be used it shall be in ad-
dition to the candidate's given name (for example:
Richard A. "Dick" Roe or R. A. "Dick" Roe). [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.18.035. Prior: 1955 ¢ 169 § 1.]

29.18.040 Declaration of candidacy——Where
filed——Copy of declaration, withdrawal letter to be
forwarded to public disclosure commission. Declarations
of candidacy shall be filed as follows:

(1) For state offices, United States senate, United
States house of representatives, and the state legislature
and superior court when electors from a district com-
prising more than one county vote upon the candidates,
in the office of the secretary of state;

(2) For all other offices, when electors from only one
county vote upon the candidates, in the office of the
county auditor.

Each official with whom declarations of candidacy are
filed under this section, within one business day follow-
ing the closing of the applicable filing period, shall for-
ward to the public disclosure commission a copy of each
declaration of candidacy filed in his office during such
filing period or a list containing the name of each candi-
date who files such a declaration in his office during
such filing period together with a precise identification
of the position sought by each such candidate and the
date on which each such declaration was filed. Such of-
ficial, within three days following his receipt of any let-
ter withdrawing a person's name as a candidate, shall
also forward a copy of such withdrawal letter to the
public disclosure commission. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 30;
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.040.
Prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 7; RRS § 5184.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Construction——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112: RCW 42.17.945.
Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112: RCW 42.17.912.

Precinct committeeman, filing of declaration of candidacy with county
auditor: RCW 29.42.040.

Public disclosure Campaign finances, lobbying, records: Chapter
42.17 RCW.

29.18.050 Declarations of candidacy Fees. A fee
of one dollar must accompany each declaration of can-
didacy for a precinct office without salary; a fee of ten
dollars for any office with a compensation attached of
one thousand dollars per annum or less; a fee equal to
one percent of the annual compensation for any office
with a compensation attached of more than one thou-
sand dollars per annum.

When the candidacy is for:

(1) A state or congressional office the fee shall be
paid to the secretary of state for deposit in the state
treasury.

(2) A district office embracing more than one county
the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state for equal
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division between the treasuries of the counties compris-
ing the district.

(3) A county office or office for a district comprising
part of one county the fee shall be paid to the county
auditor for deposit in the county treasury.

(4) A city or town office the fee shall be paid to the
clerk thereof for the city or town treasury. [1965 c 9 §
29.18.050. Prior: 1909 c 82 § 2; 1907 ¢ 209 § S; RRS §
5182.]

Precinct committeeman, declaration of candidacy, fee: RCW 29.42-
.040, 29.42.050.

29.18.060 Declaration of candidacy——Duplication
of names Election ballots. When two or more per-
sons file for the same office in any primary election
whose surnames are so similar in sound or spelling as to
be confusing to the electors, the secretary of state,
county auditor, city clerk or any other public officer
with whom declarations of candidates are filed, shall, on
his own initiative, or upon the request of any of the can-
didates for the same office, as hereinafter provided print
on the ballot immediately after the surname of the can-
didates having similar surnames, the profession, busi-
ness, trade, occupation or such other designation as may
be required for the definite identification of each, as
follows:

George Jones (Grocer)

G. A. Jones (Laborer)

Provided, That if one of the candidates is the incumbent
seeking reelection, immediately before his name shall be
printed the word "Incumbent,” and there shall be
printed before the name of the other candidate having a
similar surname the word "Opponent,” and following his
name a word descriptive of his occupation, which for the
purpose of illustration, can be printed in the following
form:. .

"Incumbent"——George Jones

"Opponent"——G. A. Jones (Laborer)

If as a result of the primary, two or more candidates
so identified are nominated, then such descriptive identi-
fication as appeared on the primary ballot shall also ap-
pear on the general election ballot. The same provisions
shall also apply to any election not preceded by a pri-
mary. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.060. Prior: 1955 ¢ 103 § 1;
1943 ¢ 198 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5213-10.]

29.18.070 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or un-
true names, as felony. A person is guilty of a felony who
files a declaration of candidacy for any public office of:

(1) A nonexistent or fictitious person; or

(2) The name of any person not his true name; or

(3) A name similar to that of an incumbent seeking
reelection to the same office with intent to confuse and
mislead the electors by taking advantage of the public
reputation of the incumbent; or

(4) A surname similar to one who has already filed
for the same office, and whose political reputation is
widely known, with intent to confuse and mislead the
electors by capitalizing on the public reputation of the
candidate who had previously filed. (1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18-
.070. Prior: (i) 1943 c 198 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1943 §

[Title 29 RCW—p 28]

Title 29 RCW:

Elections

5213-11. (ii) 1943 ¢ 198 § 3; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
5213-12.]

29.18.080 Duplication of names——Conspiracy
Criminal and civil liability. Any person who with intent
to mislead or confuse the electors conspires with another
person who has a surname similar to an incumbent
seeking reelection to the same office, or to an opponent
for the same office whose political reputation has been
well established, by persuading such other person to file
for such office with no intention of being elected, but to
defeat the incumbent or the well known opponent, shall
be guilty of a felony. In addition thereto such person or
persons shall be subject to a suit for civil damages the
amount of which shall not exceed the salary which the
injured person would have received had he been elected
or reelected. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.080. Prior: 1943 ¢ 198 §
6; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5213-15.]

29.18.090 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or un-
true names——Call for meeting to adjust. Any candidate
who believes that the electors will be misled or confused
by the candidacy of any person who has filed for the
same office as provided in RCW 29.18.060 and 29.18-
.070, shall, not more than-three days after the time for
the filings has expired, present in writing to the filing
officer, the secretary of state, county auditor, or city
clerk, as.the case may be, a written request that a meet-
ing of all the candidates for the same office whose
names are the same or similar be held immediately for
the purpose of eliminating the confusion. The written
request shall state the objections of the candidate. The
filing officer within two days following the receipt of
such request shall mail a copy thereof to each candidate
named in the request at the address set forth in the dec-
laration of the candidate and shall notify each candidate
to be present at a meeting to be lield in his office on a
day and hour certain to be stated in the notice, which
hearing shall take place not more than five days after
the receipt of such request. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.090. Prior:
1943 c 198 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5213-13.]

29.18.100 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or un-
true names——Conduct of meeting to adjust. At the
meeting to be held by the filing officer, he shall hear all
objections to candidates, names and designations of can-
didates and shall pass upon all matters which may come
before him pertaining to the enforcement of RCW 29-
.18.060 through 29.18.100. If any candidate fails to re-
spond to the notice of the meeting, or if the filing officer
is satisfied that the candidate is a fictitious or nonexist-
ent person or that the declaration of candidacy was not
filed in the true name of the person, the candidacy of
such person shall be canceled and shall not be printed on
the ballot. The filing officer shall decide all objections
according to the facts and his rulings shall be final, un-
less ordered otherwise by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.100. Prior: 1943 ¢ 198 § 5; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 5213-14.]
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29.18.110 Number of votes necessary for appearance
on general election ballot. No name of a candidate for a
partisan office shall appear on the general election ballot
unless he receives a number of votes equal to at least one
percent of the total number cast for all candidates for
the position sought: Provided, That only the name of the
candidate who receives a plurality of the votes cast for
the candidates of his party for any office shall appear on
the general election ballot.

If there are two or more positions of the same kind to
be filled and more candidates of a party receive a plu-
rality of the votes cast for those positions than there are
positions to be filled, the number of candidates equal to
the number of positions to be filled who receive the
highest number of votes shall be the nominees of their
party for those positions. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 11; 1974
ex.s.c 127 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.110. Prior: 1963 c 189
§ 1; 1961 c 130 § 16; prior: (i) 1919 c 163 § 18, part;
1907 c 209 § 23, part; RRS § 5199, part. (i) 1933 ¢ 21
§ 1, part; 1919 c 163 § 24, part; RRS § 5200, part.]

First, second, and third class cities, number of votes necessary to ap-
pear on general election ballot: RCW 29.21.010.

29.18.120 Procedure at primary——General election
laws apply. So far as applicable, the provisions in rela-
tion to the holding of elections, the solicitation of voters
at the polls, the challenging of voters, the manner of
conducting elections, of counting the ballots and making
returns and canvass thereof, and all other kindred sub-
jects shall apply to all primaries and the election officers
shall have the same powers for primary elections as they
have for general elections. [1971 ex.s.c 112 § 1; 1965 ¢
9 § 29.18.120. Prior: (i) 1907 ¢ 209 § 14; RRS § 5191.
(ii) 1921 ¢ 178 § 5; 1907 ¢ 209 § 21; RRS § 5197. (iii)
1909 ¢ 82 § 10; 1907 c 209 § 33; RRS § 5208.]

29.18.150 Vacancies on major party ticket caused by
no filing——How filled. Should a place on the ticket of
a major political party be vacant because no person has
filed for nomination as the candidate of that major po-
litical party, after the last day allowed for candidates to
withdraw as provided by RCW 29.18.030, and if the va-
cancy is for a state or county office to be voted on solely
by the electors of a single county, the county central
committee of the major political party may select and
certify a candidate to fill the vacancy; if the vacancy is
for any other office the state central committee of the
major political party may select and certify a candidate
to fill the vacancy; the certificate must set forth the
cause of the vacancy, the name of the person nominated,
the office for which he is nominated and other pertinent
information required in an ordinary certificate of nomi-
nation and be filed in the proper office no later than the
first Friday after the last day allowed for candidates to
withdraw, together with the candidate's fee applicable to
that office and a declaration of candidacy. [1977 ex.s. c
329 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.150. Prior: 1961 c 130 § 17;
prior: (i) 1933 ¢ 21 § 1, part; 1919 c 163 § 24, part;
RRS § 5200, part. (i) 1889 p 404 § 12; RRS § 5176.]

(1981 Ed.)

Chapter 29.21

29.18.160 Vacancies caused by death or disqualifica-
tio——How filled——Correcting ballots and labels——
Counting votes already cast for person named to vacancy,
when. A vacancy caused by the death or disqualification
of any candidate or nominee of a major or minor politi-
cal party may be filled at any time up to and including
the day prior to the election for that position. For state
partisan offices in any political subdivision voted on
solely by electors of a single county, an individual shall
be appointed to fill such vacancy by the county central
committee in the case of a major political party or by
the state central committee or comparable governing
body in the case of a minor political party. For other
partisan offices, including federal or state—wide offices,
an individual shall be appointed to fill such vacancy by
the state central committee or comparable governing
body of the appropriate political party.

Should such vacancy occur no later than the third
Tuesday prior to the state primary or general election
concerned and the ballots and voting machine labels
have been printed, it shall be mandatory that they be
corrected by the appropriate election officers. In making
such correction, it shall not be necessary to reprint com-
plete ballots if any other less expensive technique can be
used and the resulting correction is reasonably clear.

Should such vacancy occur after the third Tuesday
prior to said state primary or general election and time
does not exist in which to correct paper ballots (includ-
ing absentee ballots) or voting machine labels, either in
total or in part, then the votes cast or recorded for the
person who has died or become disqualified shall be
counted for the person who has been named to fill such
vacancy.

When the secretary of state is the person with whom
the appointment by the major or minor political party is
filed, he shall, in certifying candidates or nominations to
the various county officers insert the name of the person
appointed to fill a vacancy.

In the event that the secretary of state has already
sent forth his certificate when the appointment to fill a
vacancy is filed with him, he shall forthwith certify to
the county auditors of the proper counties the name and
place of residence of the person appointed to fill a va-
cancy, the office for which he is a candidate or nominee,
the party he represents and all other pertinent facts per-
taining to the vacancy. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 13.]

29.18.200 Blanket primary authorized. All properly
registered voters may vote for their choice at any pri-
mary election, for any candidate for each office, regard-
less of political affiliation and without a declaration of
political faith or adherence on the part of the voter.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.200. Prior: 1935 ¢ 26 § 5, part; No
RRS.]

Chapter 29.21
NONPARTISAN PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

Sections

29.21.010 Primary elections in cities, towns, and certain districts.

[Title 29 RCW—p 29]



Chapter 29.21

29.21.015 When no city, town, or district primary election re-
quired——Procedure.

29.21.017 City councilmember positions to be numbered as sepa-
rate offices——Exception——Exclusive method of
nominating and electing.

29.21.020 Declarations of candidacy-——Generally.

29.21.025 Titles designating occupation prohibited.

29.21.040 City offices in commission form cities.

29.21.060 Declarations of candidacy in cities, towns, and certain
districts.

29.21.070 Judicial offices.

29.21.080 Offices relative to administration of public schools as
nonpartisan.

29.21.085 Superintendent of public instruction——Ballot arrange-
ment where voting machines.

29.21.090 Arrangement of names on ballots.

29.21.110 Supreme, superior court, and court of appeals
judges——Designation of position.

29.21.120 Judicial ballots——Form.

29.21.130 Ballots in commission form cities.

29.21.140 Designation of short terms, full terms, and unexpired
terms: Filing declarations: Election to both
short and full terms.

29.21.150 Determining nominees for single positions.

29.21.160 Determining nominees for multiple positions.

29.21.180 When no primary in certain offices——Prerequi-
sites Procedure.

29.21.190 School directors in district embracing city over one hun-
dred thousand——Nonpartisan.

29.21.200 School directors in district embracing city over one hun-
dred thousand——Declarations of candidacy——Des-
ignation of positions.

29.21.210 School directors in district embracing city over one hun-
dred thousand——Ballots——Form.

29.21.220 School directors in district embracing city over one hun-
dred thousand——When nominating primary
held——Costs.

29.21.300 Procedure at primary-——General election laws apply.

29.21.310 Statement of expense of candidate——Penalty.

29.21.330 County freeholders——Designation of positions——
Rotation of names on ballots.

29.21.350 Void in candidacy——When occurs——Exception.

29.21.360 Reopening of filings due to void in candidacy, vacancy
occurring, or nominee for superior court dying or dis-
qualified prior to fourth Tuesday before primary.

29.21.370 Reopening of filings due to void in candidacy or va-
cancy occurring after fourth Tuesday prior to primary
or nominee for superior court dying or disqualified
within ten day write—in period.

29.21.380  Scheduled election lapses, when.

29.21.385 Lapse of election due to absence of filing for single city,
town, or district positions——Effect.

29.21.390 Notice of void in candidacy.

29.21.400 Filings to fill void in candidacy How made.

29.21.410 Special election in cities, towns or districts to fiill unex-

pired term to be held in concert with next general
election.
Candidates' pamphlet: Chapter 29.80 RCW.

Contest, ineligibility to hold office at time declared elected as ground
for: RCW 29.65.010.

Notice of primary elections: RCW 29.27.030.

29.21.010 Primary elections in cities, towns, and cer-
tain districts. All cities and towns shall hold primary
elections irrespective of type or form of government
which shall be nonpartisan and held as provided in
RCW 29.13.070, as now or hereafter amended. All dis-
tricts, except those districts which require ownership of
property within said districts as a prerequisite to voting,
shall hold primary elections which shall be nonpartisan
and held as provided in RCW 29.13.070 as now or here-
after amended.

[Title 29 RCW—p 30]

Title 29 RCW: Elections

All names of candidates to be voted upon at city,
town, and such district primary elections shall be printed
upon the official primary ballot alphabetically in groups
under the designation of the respective titles of the offi-
ces for which they are candidates. The name of the per-
son who receives the greatest number of votes and of the
person who receives the next greatest number of votes
for each position, shall appear in that order on the city,
town, or district general election ballot concerned under
the designation for each respective office. In the event
there are two or more offices to be filled for the same
position, then names of candidates receiving the highest
number of votes equal in number to twice the offices to
be filled shall appear on the city, town, or district gen-
eral election ballot so that the voter shall have a choice
of two candidates for each position: Provided, That no
name of any candidate shall appear on the city, town, or
district general election ballot unless said candidate shall
receive at least five percent of the total votes cast for
that office. The sequence of names of candidates printed
on the city, town, or district general election ballot shall
be in relation to the number of votes each candidate re-
ceived at the primary. Names of candidates printed upon
the city, town, or district primary and general election
ballot need not be rotated.

The purpose of this section is to establish the holding
of a primary election, subject to the exemptions as con-
tained in RCW 29.21.015 as now or hereafter amended,
as a uniform procedural requirement to the holding of
city, town, and district elections and such provisions
shall supersede any and all other statutes, whether gen-
eral or special in nature, having different election re-
quirements. [1977 ¢ 53 § 3; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 §
1; 1965 c 123 § 7; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.010. Prior: 1951 ¢
257 § 7, 1949 c 161 § 3; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5179-1.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: "If any provision of this
1976 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the pro-
vision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1975-'76
2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 16.]

29.21.015 When no city, town, or district primary
election required Procedure. No primary election
shall be held for any single position in any city, town, or
district, as required by RCW 29.21.010, as now or here-
after amended, if, after the last day allowed for candi-
dates to withdraw, there are no more than two
candidates filed for the position to be filled: Provided,
That whenever it shall be necessary to hold a primary
election for any one such position because of the number
of candidates remaining filed, no primary election shall
be held for any other position for which no more than
two candidates have remained as filed. Insofar as such
positions not being subjected to a primary election are
concerned, the county auditor shall as soon as possible
notify all the candidates so affected. Names of candi-
dates that would have been printed upon the primary
ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shall be
printed upon the general election ballot alphabetically in
groups under the designation of the respective titles of
the offices for which they are candidates. [1975-'76 2nd
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ex.s.c 120 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.015. Prior: 1955 ¢ 101
§2;1955c4§1)]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

29.21.017 City councilmember positions to be num-
bered as separate offices Exception——Exclusive
method of nominating and electing. Not less than ten
days before the time for filing declarations of candidacy
for councilmembers in cities or towns operating under
the mayor—council or council-manager form of govern-
ment, except the position of councilmember—at—large as-
signed a two year term in cities of the third class, the
city clerk shall designate the positions to be filled by
consecutive number, commencing with one. The posi-
tions so designated shall be dealt with as separate offices
for all election purposes.

The provisions of this section shall be the exclusive
method of nominating and electing councilmembers for
all cities and towns the charter provisions of any city
notwithstanding. [1981 c 213 § §5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.017.
Prior: 1961 c 109 § 1.]

29.21.020 Declarations of candidacy——Generally.
Except as otherwise in this chapter provided, all statu-
tory provisions relating to declarations of candidacy for
primary nomination to partisan offices shall apply to
candidates for nonpartisan offices: Provided, That no
candidate for a nonpartisan office shall designate any
party affiliation in his declaration of candidacy. (1965 c
9 § 29.21.020. Prior: (i) 1939 ¢ | § 2, part; RRS §
5274-2, part. FORMER PART OF SECTION: 1947 c
234 § 1, part; 1933 ¢ 95 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 52 § 2, part;
1907 ¢ 209 § 4, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5180, part,
now codified in RCW 29.18.030.]

Minor party candidates, declarations of candidacy: Chapter 29.24

RCW.

Port district commissioners, declarations of candidacy, generally:
Chapter 53.12 RCW.

Subversive activities act, requirements for candidates under: Chapter
9.81 RCW.

United States constitutional amendment conventions, delegates, decla-
rations of candidacy: RCW 29.74.060.

29.21.025 Titles designating occupation prohibited.
See RCW 29.18.035.

29.21.040 City offices in commission form cities. In
cities operating under the commission form, the offices
of mayor, commissioner of finance and accounting and
commissioner of streets and public improvements shall
be nonpartisan and the candidates therefor shall be
nominated at a primary to be held as provided in RCW
29.21.010. The officers appointed for the municipal
election shall be the officers of the primary election,
which shall be held at the same places, so far as practi-
cable, and the polls shall be opened and closed at the
same hours as required for the municipal election. [1965
¢ 9 § 29.21.040. Prior: 1943 ¢ 25 § 2, part; 1911 c 116 §
7, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 9096, part.]

Opening and closing polls: RCW 29.13.080.
Precinct election officer: Chapter 29.45 RCW.
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29.21.060 Declarations of candidacy in cities, towns,
and certain districts. All candidates for offices to be
voted on at any election in first, second, and third class
cities and fourth class municipalities (towns) shall file
declarations of candidacy with the county auditor not
earlier than the last Monday of July nor later than the
next succeeding Friday in the year such regular city
elections are held.

All candidates for district offices subject to the provi-
sions of RCW 29.21.010, as now or hereafter amended,
shall file their declarations of candidacy with the county
auditor of the county not earlier than the last Monday of
July nor later than the next succeeding Friday in the
year such regular district elections are held: Provided,
That this chapter shall not change the method of nomi-
nation for first district officers at the formation of any
district.

Any candidate for city, town, or district offices may
withdraw his declaration at any time to and including
the first Wednesday after the last day allowed for filing
declarations of candidacy.

All candidates required to file declarations of candi-
dacy shall pay the same fees and be governed by the
same rules as contained in RCW 29.18.030 through 29-
.18.100: Provided, That no filing fee shall be charged in
the event that the office sought is without a fixed annual
salary.

This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature,
having different dates for filing declarations of candi-
dacy for such city, town, and district elections, the pur-
pose of this section being to establish a uniform five day
period throughout the state of Washington for filing
declarations of candidacy. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 31; 1975~
'76 2nd ex.s. c 120 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 283 § 56; 1965 ex.s.
c 103 § 2; 1965 c 9 § 29.21.060. Prior: 1963 c 200 § 10;
1959 ¢ 247 § 2; 1959 ¢ 175 § 7; 1951 c 101 § 5; 1949 ¢
161 § 6; 1947 c 234 § 3; 1945 ¢ 194 § 5; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 5166—4.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

Severability——1969 ex.s. ¢ 283: See note following RCW
28A.02.061.

29.21.070 Judicial offices. The offices of justice of
the supreme court, judge of the court of appeals, judge
of the superior court and justice of the peace shall be
nonpartisan and the candidates therefor shall be nomi-
nated and elected as such. Not less than ten days before
the time for filing declarations of candidacy, each
county auditor shall designate how many justices of the
peace are to be elected in each precinct in his county.
[1971 c 81 § 75; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.070. Prior: (i) 1927 ¢
155 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 68 § 1, part; 1921 c 116 § 1,
part; 1919 c 85 § 1, part; 1911 ¢ 101 § 1, part; 1909 ¢
82 § 11, part; 1907 c 209 § 38, part; RRS § 5212, part.
(ii) 1933 ¢ 85 § 1, part; RRS § 52131, part.]

Eligibility of judges: State Constitution Art. 4 § 17.
[Title 29 RCW—yp 31]
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29.21.080 Offices relative to administration of public
schools as nonpartisan. The office of superintendent of
public instruction shall be nonpartisan and the candi-
dates therefor shall be nominated and elected as such.

Offices relative to the administration of the public
schools, including the office of school director, shall be
nonpartisan. [1969 ex.s. c 176 § 87; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21-
.080. Prior: (i) 1939 c 1 § 1; RRS § 5274-1. (ii) 1939 ¢
1 § 2, part; RRS § 5274-2, part.].

When no primary in certain offices
RCW 29.21.180.

Procedure:

Prerequisites

29.21.085 Superintendent of public instruction——
Ballot arrangement where voting machines. Where voting
machines are legally used in any election for superin-
tendent of public instruction, the ballot arrangement for
the aforesaid office shall be substantially in the form as
set out in RCW 29.21.090, *29.21.100 and 29.21.150,
but may be so varied as to carry out the purposes re-
quired by the use of voting machines. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 176 §
88; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.085. Prior: 1939 ¢ 1 § 2, part; RRS
§ 5274-2, part.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29.21.100 was repealed by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 §
18.

29.21.090 Arrangement of names on ballots. The
names of candidates for nonpartisan office shall appear
on election and primary ballots under the proper office
designation followed by the instruction "vote for one"
unless more than one position is to be filled for the same
office in which case the proper word shall be substituted
for the word "one." [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.090. Prior: (i)
1927 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 68 § 1, part; 1921 ¢
116 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 85 § 1, part; 1911 c 101 § 1, part;
1909 c 82 § 11, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 38, part; RRS §
5212, part. (ii) 1933 c 85 § 1, part; RRS § 5213-1, part.
(iii) 1939 c 1 § 2, part; RRS § 5274-2, part. (iv) 1943 ¢
25 § 2, part; 1911 ¢ 116 § 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
9096, part.]

Execution of affidavit as to subversive activities as prerequisite to
placing name on ballot: RCW 9.81.100.

29.21.110 Supreme, superior court, and court of ap-
peals judges——Designation of position. Not less than
ten days before the time for filing declarations of candi-
dacy for election to the supreme court, or to the court of
appeals for a district comprising more than one county,
or to a superior court for a judicial district comprising
more than one county, the secretary of state shall in
each case designate the positions to be filled by consecu-
tive number commencing with one; the county auditor
shall do likewise for the superior court positions and
court of appeals positions in counties where a county and
judicial district are coextensive.

The judicial positions so designated shall be dealt with
as separate offices for all election purposes. [1970 ex.s. ¢
19 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.110. Prior: 1927 ¢ 155 § 1,
part; 1925 ex.s. c 68 § 1, part; 1921 c 116 § 1, part;
1919 c 85 § 1, part; 1911 c 101 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 §
11, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 38, part; RRS § 5212, part.]

[Title 29 RCW—p 32]

Title 29 RCW: Elections

29.21.120 Judicial ballots——Form. Judicial posi-
tions and the candidates therefor shall appear separately
on the nonpartisan ballot in substantially the following
form:

JUDICIAL ELECTION BALLOT

To vote for a person make a cross (X) in the square at
the right of the name of the person for whom you desire

to vote.

Judges of the
Supreme Court __.._.
to be nominated.

No. 1
Vote for One.

Judges of the
Superior Court ____.
to be nominated.

No. 1
Vote for One.

___________________ ad U B

___________________ ad I B

___________________ g O B
No. 2 No. 2

Vote for One Vote for One.
.................... ad eeeeeeee.._.._.__ DO
___________________ ad SR B
................... ] a2 O

No. 3 No. 3

Vote for One Vote for One.
___________________ 4 IR I
___________________ d R I
___________________ ad I

(Or, if vacancy (Or, if vacancy

to be filled) to be filled)

No. _____ No. ..._.

2 (or 4) year term. Unexpired term.
Vote for One. Vote for One.
___________________ ad P I
................... ad a2 O
___________________ ad e eeeeeeeee. ... O
(Or, if short term (Or, if short term
to be filled) to be filled)

No. _____ No. ____.

Short term. Short term.

Vote for One. Vote for One.
___________________ d P I
................... a I I
___________________ d I I
Justice(s) of the Peace, ..._.._._.. Precinct
Vote for ____.
........................................ a
________________________________________ O
________________________________________ a
________________________________________ g
________________________________________ g

(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.120. Prior: (i) 1927 ¢ 155 § 1, part;
1925 ex.s. c 68 § 1, part; 1921 c 116 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 85
§ 1, part; 1911 c 101 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 11, part;
1907 c 209 § 38, part; RRS § 5212, part. (ii) 1933 ¢ 85
§ 1, part; RRS § 52131, part.]
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29.21.130 Ballots in commission form cities. The
ballots for primaries held in cities organized under the
commission form of government shall be printed upon
plain, substantial, white paper and shall have no party
designation or mark whatever. The names of the candi-
dates for each position shall be arranged alphabetically.
The ballots shall be in substantially the following form:

OFFICIAL PRIMARY BALLOT

Candidates for nomination for mayor and
commissioners of _________.
at the
PRIMARY ELECTION

(Date) ... .. .....

Place a cross in the square opposite the names of the

persons you favor as candidates for the respective
positions.

MAYOR
Vote for One

COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE AND
ACCOUNTING

Vote for One

COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS

Vote for One

The ballots for the general election shall be in the
same general form as for the primary election, so far as
applicable. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.130. Prior: 1943 ¢ 25 § 2,
part; 1911 ¢ 116 § 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 9096,
part.]

29.21.140 Designation of short terms, full terms, and
unexpired terms Filing declarations Election to
both short and full terms. If at the same election there
are short terms or full terms and unexpired terms of of-
fice to be filled, the town or city clerk, the secretary of
state, or the county auditor, as the case may be, shall
distinguish them and designate the short term, the full
term, and the unexpired term, as such, or by use of the
words "short term", "unexpired two year term" or "four
year term" as the case may be.

In filing his declaration of candidacy in such cases the
candidate shall specify that his candidacy is for the short
term, the full term or the unexpired term as the case
may be: Provided, That when both a short term and a
full term for the same position are scheduled to be voted
upon, a single declaration of candidacy accompanied by
a single filing fee shall be construed as a filing for both
the short term and the full term and the name of such
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29.21.160

candidate shall appear upon the ballot for the position
sought with the designation "short term and long term".
The candidate elected to both such terms shall be sworn
into and assume office for the short term as soon as the
election returns have been certified and shall again be
sworn into office on the second Monday in January fol-
lowing the election to assume office for the full term.
[1975~-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.140.
Prior: (i) 1927 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 68 § 1, part;
1921 ¢ 116 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 85 § 1, part; 1911 c 101 §
1, part; 1909 c 82 § 11, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 38, part;
RRS § 5212, part. (ii) 1933 c 85 § 1, part; RRS §
5213-1, part.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.
Term of person elected to fill vacancy: RCW 42.12.030.
Vacancies in public office, how filled: RCW 42.12.010.

29.21.150 Determining nominees for single positions.
The name of the person who receives the greatest num-
ber of votes and of the person who receives the next
greatest number of votes at the primary for a single
nonpartisan position shall appear on the general election
ballot under the designation therefor: Provided, That in
elections for justices of the supreme court, judges of the
court of appeals and judges of the superior court, and
for state superintendent of public instruction, if any
candidate in the primary receives a majority of all the
votes cast for the position, only the name of the person
receiving the highest vote shall be printed on the general
election ballot under the designation for that position,
followed by a space for the writing in of any other name
by a voter. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 120 § 5; 1970 ex.s. ¢ 10
§ 1. Prior: 1969 ex.s. ¢ 283 § 57; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 221 § 11;
1969 ex.s. ¢ 176 § 89; 1965 c 9 § 29.21.150; prior: (i)
1939 ¢ 1 § 2, part; RRS § 5274-2, part. (ii) 1927 c 155
§ 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 68 § 1, part; 1921 c 116 § 1, part;
1919 ¢ 85 § 1, part; 1911 c 101 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 §
11, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 38, part; RRS § 5212, part. (iii)
1943 ¢ 25 § 2, part; 1911 c 116 § 7, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 9096, part. (iv) 1933 c 85 § 1, part; RRS §
5213-1, part.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: Note following RCW
29.21.010.

Municipal courts
RCW.

Municipal departments: Chapter 3.46 RCW.

Municipal departments——Alternate provision: Chapter 3.50 RCW.
Police courts, first class cities: Chapter 35.22 RCW.

Police courts, second class cities: Chapter 35.23 RCW.

Police courts, third class cities: Chapter 35.24 RCW.

Police courts, towns: Chapter 35.27 RCW.

Cities over five hundred thousand: Chapter 35.20

29.21.160 Determining nominees for multiple posi-
tions. If there are two or more places to be filled for
nonpartisan office, the number of candidates equalling
the number of positions to be filled who receive the
highest number of votes at the primary and an equal
number who receive the next highest number of votes
shall appear under the designation for that office.
[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.160.
Prior: 1933 ¢ 85 § 1, part; RRS § 52131, part.]
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Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

29.21.180 When no primary in certain offices——
Prerequisitess——Procedure. No primary shall be held
relating to the office of state superintendent of public
instruction or, except for any school district of the first
class having within its boundaries a city with a popula-
tion of four hundred thousand people or more in class
AA counties, officers of other first class school districts
if, after the last day allowed for candidates to withdraw,
there are no more than two candidates filed for each po-
sition to be filled. In such event all candidates concerned
shall be notified. Names of candidates that would have
been printed upon the primary ballot, but for the provi-
sions of this section, shall be printed upon the general
election ballot alphabetically in groups under the desig-
nation of the respective titles of the offices for which
they are candidates. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 183 § 8; 1973 2nd
ex.s.c 21 § 7, 1970 ex.s. ¢ 10 § 2. Prior: 1969 ex.s. c 283
§ 58; 1969 ex.s.c 176 § 90; 1969 c 131 § 1; 1965 c 9 §
29.21.180; prior: 1959 ¢ 247 § 1; 1955 c 101 § 1.]

Effective date——Severability——1979 ex.s. ¢ 183: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 28A.57.342.

Severability 1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 21: "If any provision of this 1973
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1973 2nd ex.s.
c2l1§11]

29.21.190 School directors in district embracing city
over one hundred thousand Nonpartisan. The office
of school director for school districts embracing a city of
over one hundred thousand population shall be nonparti-
san and the candidates therefor shall be nominated and
elected as such. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.190. Prior: 1959 ¢ 247

§3.]

Directors——Elections——Terms——Number——Declaration of
candidacy: RCW 28A.57.312.

29.21.200 School directors in district embracing city
over one hundred thousand——Declarations of candi-
dacy Designation of positions. Candidates for school
director in school districts embracing a city of over one
hundred thousand population shall file their declarations
of candidacy as provided in RCW 29.21.060. Not less
than ten days before the time of filing such declarations
of candidacy, the county auditor shall designate the po-
sitions to be filled by consecutive number, commencing
with one. The positions so designated for school directors
in each district shall be dealt with as separate offices for
all election purposes, and where more than one.position
is to be filled, each candidate shall file for one of the
positions so designated: Provided, That in first class
school districts nominating and electing school directors
by director districts, candidates shall file for such direc-
tor districts. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.200. Prior: 1959 ¢ 247 §
4.]

29.21.210 School directors in district embracing city
over one hundred thousand Ballots Form. Except
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for any school district of the first class having within its
boundaries a city with a population of four hundred
thousand people or more in class AA counties, the posi-
tions of school directors for school districts embracing a
city of over one hundred thousand population and the
candidates therefor shall appear separately on the non-
partisan ballot in substantially the following form:

SCHOOL DIRECTOR ELECTION BALLOT

To vote for a person make a cross (X) in the square at
the right of the name of the person for whom you desire
to vote.

School District Directors
__________ to be nominated.

No. 1
Vote for One

________________________________________ O
________________________________________ d
________________________________________ O
No. 2
Vote for One
________________________________________ (]
________________________________________ d
________________________________________ O
To Fill Unexpired Term
No. ....___._..
2 (or 4) year term
Vote for One
________________________________________ O
________________________________________ O
________________________________________ O

[1979 ex.s. ¢ 183 § 9; 1973 2nd ex.s. c 21 § 8; 1969 c
131 § 2; 1965 c 9 § 29.21.210. Prior: 1959 ¢ 247 § 5.]

Effective date——Severability——1979 ex.s. ¢ 183: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 28A.57.342.

Severability——1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 21: See note following RCW
29.21.180.

29.21.220 School directors in district embracing city
over one hundred thousand——When nominating primary
held Costs. Nominating primaries for school direc-
tors in school districts embracing a city of over one hun-
dred thousand population shall be held as provided in
RCW 29.13.070, and such school districts shall bear
their share of the primary election costs as provided in
RCW 29.13.045. [1965 ¢ 7 § 29.21.220. Prior: 1959 ¢
247 § 6.]

29.21.300 Procedure at primary——General election
laws apply. See RCW 29.18.120.

29.21.310 Statement of expense of candidate——
Penalty. See RCW 42.17.030 through 42.17.140, 42.17-
.390, and 42.17.400.

29.21.330 County freeholders Designation of po-
sitions——Rotation of names on ballots. Not less than
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ten days before the time for filing declarations of candi-
dacy for election as freeholders under Article XI, section
4, of the state Constitution, and after the county legisla-
tive authority has determined the number of positions to
be filled in either the legislative or county commissioner
districts, the county auditor shall designate the positions
to be filled by consecutive number, commencing with
one. The positions to be designated shall be dealt with as
separate offices for all election purposes, and each can-
didate shall file for one, but only one, of the positions so
designated.

In the printing of ballots, the positions of the names of
candidates for each numbered position shall be changed
as many times as there are candidates for the numbered
position, following insofar as applicable the procedure
provided for in RCW 29.30.040 as now or hereafter
amended for the rotation of names on primary ballots,
the intention being that ballots at the polls will reflect as
closely as practicable the rotation procedure as provided
for herein. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 32; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 130 § 1.]

Effective date—Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.21.350 Void in candidacy When occurs——
Exception. A void in candidacy for a nonpartisan office
occurs when an election for such office, except for the
short term, has been scheduled and no valid declaration
of candidacy has been filed for the position or all persons
filing such valid declarations of candidacy have died or
been disqualified. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 9; 1972
ex.s.c 61 § 1.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: "If any provision of this act, or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain-
der of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or
circumstances is not affected.” [1972 exs. ¢ 61 § 8.]

29.21.360 Reopening of filings due to void in candi-
dacy, vacancy occurring, or nominee for superior court
dying or disqualified prior to fourth Tuesday before pri-
mary. Filings for a nonpartisan office shall be reopened
for a period of three normal business days, such three
day period to be fixed by the election officer with whom
such declarations of candidacy are filed and notice
thereof given by notifying press, radio, and television in
the county and by such other means as may now or
hereafter be provided by law whenever before the fourth
Tuesday prior to a primary:

(1) A void in candidacy occurs;

(2) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office leaving
an unexpired term to be filled by an election for which
filings have not been held; or

(3) A nominee for judge of the superior court entitled
to a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section
29, Amendment 41 of the state Constitution, dies or is
disqualified.

Candidacies validly filed within said three—day period
shall appear on the ballot as if made during the earlier
filing period. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 10; 1972 exs.
c6l § 2]
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Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.

29.21.370 Reopening of filings due to void in candi-
dacy or vacancy occurring after fourth Tuesday prior to
primary or nominee for superior court dying or disquali-
fied within ten day write—in period. Filings for a nonpar-
tisan office (other than judge of the supreme court or
superintendent of public instruction) shall be reopened
for a period of three normal business days, such three
day period to be fixed by the election officer with whom
such declarations of candidacy are filed and notice
thereof given by notifying press, radio, and television in
the county and by such other means as may now or
hereafter be provided by law, when:

(I) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office
occurs on or after the fourth Tuesday prior to a primary
but prior to the fourth Tuesday before an election; or

(2) A nominee for judge of the superior court eligible
after a contested primary for a certificate of election by
Article 4, section 29, Amendment 41 of the state Con-
stitution, dies or is disqualified within the ten day period
when a petition for write—in candidacy may be received;
or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or
after the fourth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to
the fourth Tuesday before an election leaving an unex-
pired term to be filled by an election for which filings
have not been held.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast
for that office in the general election shall be deemed
elected. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § II; 1972 exss. c 61 §
3]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.

29.21.380 Scheduled election lapses, when. A sched-
uled election shall be lapsed, the office deemed stricken
from the ballot, no purported write—in votes counted,
and no candidate certified as elected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the supreme court or
superintendent of public instruction, a void in candidacy
occurs on or after the fourth Tuesday prior to a primary,
public filings and the primary being an indispensable
phase of the election process for such offices;

(2) Except as otherwise specified in RCW 29.21.370,
as now or hereafter amended, a:nominee for judge of the
superior court entitled to a certificate of election pursu-
ant to Article 4, section 29, Amendment 41 of the state
Constitution dies or is disqualified on or after the fourth
Tuesday prior to a primary;

(3) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in
candidacy occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unex-
pired term to be filled on or after the fourth Tuesday
prior to an election. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 12;
1972 ex.s. c 61 § 4.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.
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29.21.385 Lapse of election due to absence of filing
for single city, town, or district positions——Effect. If
after both the normal filing period and special three day
filing period as provided by RCW 29.21.360 and 29.21-
.370, as now or hereafter amended, have passed and still
no candidate has filed for any single city, town, or dis-
trict position to be filled, the election for such position
shall be deemed lapsed, the office deemed stricken from
the ballot and no write-in votes counted. In such in-
stance, the incumbent occupying such position shall re-
main in office and continue to serve until his successor is
elected at the next election when such positions are
voted upon as provided by RCW 29.21.410, as now or
hereafter amended. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 13.]

Severability——1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120: See note following RCW
29.21.010.

29.21.390 Notice of void in candidacy. The election
officer with whom declarations of candidacy are filed
shall give notice of a void in candidacy for a nonpartisan
office, by notifying press, radio, and television in the
county and by such other means as may now or hereaf-
ter be provided by law. The notice shall state the office,
and the time and place for filing declarations of candi-
dacy. [1972 ex.s. c 61 § 5.]

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.

29.21.400 Filings to fill void in candidacy——How
made. Filings to fill a void in candidacy for nonpartisan
office shall be made in the same manner and with the
same official as required during the regular filing period
for such office: Provided, That nominating signature pe-
titions which may be required of candidates filing for
certain district offices during the normal filing period
shall not be required of candidates filing during the spe-
cial three day filing period. [1972 ex.s. c 61 § 6.]

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.

29.21.410 Special election in cities, towns or districts
to fill unexpired term to be held in concert with next
general election. Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a
special election to fill an unexpired term of an elective
office of any city, town, or district, such special election
shall be held in concert with the next general election
which is to be held by the respective city, town, or dis-
trict concerned for the purpose of electing officers to full
terms: Provided, That this section shall not apply to any
city of the first class whose charter provision relating to
elections to fill unexpired terms are inconsistent here-
with. [1972 ex.s.c 61 § 7.]

Severability——1972 ex.s. ¢ 61: See note following RCW 29.21.350.

Chapter 29.24
NOMINATIONS OTHER THAN BY PRIMARY

Sections
29.24.010 Definitions——"Convention" and "election

jurisdiction."
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29.24.020 Nomination by convention or write-in——Date for con-
vention——Multiple conventions by single party.

29.24.030 Requirements for validity of convention.

29.24.040 Certificate of nomination——Requisites.

29.24.050 Certificate of nomination——What signatures invalid.

29.24.060 Certificate of nomination——Checking signatures
Invalid signatures, procedure——Destruction of
invalid portion of nominating certificate, when.

29.24.070 Declarations of candidacy required, exceptions——
Payment of fees.

29.24.075 Time for filing declarations of candidacy.

29.24.090 Transmittal of minor party nominations.

29.24.010 Definitions——"Convention" and "election
jurisdiction.” A "convention" for the purposes of this
chapter, is an organized assemblage of registered voters
representing an independent candidate or candidates or
a new or minor political party, organization, or principle.
As used in this chapter, the term "election jurisdiction”
shall mean the state or any political subdivision or juris-
diction of the state from which partisan officials are
elected. This term shall include county commissioner
districts or council districts for members of a county
legislative authority, counties for county officials who
are nominated and elected on a county—wide basis, leg-
islative districts for members of the legislature, congres-
sional districts for members of congress, and the state
for president and vice president, members of the United
States senate, and state officials who are elected on a
state—wide basis. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 1; 1965 c 9 § 29-
.24.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 102 § 2; prior: 1937 ¢ 94 § 2, part;
RRS § 5168, part.]

Minor political party defined: RCW 29.01.100.
Registration of voters: Chapter 29.07 RCW.

29.24.020 Nomination by convention or write—in——
Date for convention——Multiple conventions by single
party. Any nomination of a candidate for partisan public
office by other than a major political party shall only be
made either: (1) In a convention held on the last Satur-
day immediately preceding the first day for filing decla-
rations of candidacy specified in RCW 29.18.030 or
fixed in accordance with RCW 29.68.080 or 29.68.090;
or (2) as provided by RCW 29.51.170. A minor political
party may hold more than one convention but in no case
shall any such party nominate more than one candidate
for any one partisan public office or position. [1977 ex.s.
c 329 § 2; 1965 c 9 § 29.24.020. Prior: 1955 ¢ 102 § 3;
prior: (i) 1937c 94 § 1; RRS § 5167. (ii) 1937 c 94 § 4;
RRS § 5170. (iii) 1937 c 94 § 10; RRS § 5170-6. (iv)
1907 c 209 § 26, part; RRS § 5203, part.]

Reviser's note: Former laws embodying primary elections for the
nomination of minor party candidates for public office may be found
in 1889 p 400 § 2, 1889 pp 419-427 §§ 1 through 26 and 1895 c 145
§§ 1 through 19.

Primaries, when held: RCW 29.13.070.

29.24.030 Requirements for validity of convention. To
be valid, a convention must:

(1) Be attended by at least a number of individuals
who are registered to vote in the election jurisdiction for
which nominations are to be made, which number is
equal to one for each ten thousand voters or portion
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thereof who voted in the last preceding presidential elec-
tion held in that election jurisdiction or twenty—five such
registered voters, whichever number is greater;

(2) Have been called by a notice published in a news-
paper of general circulation published in the county in
which the convention is to be held at least ten days be-
fore the date of the convention stating the date, hour,
and place of meeting. The notice shall also include the
mailing address of the person or organization sponsoring
the convention, if any. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 3; 1965¢c 9 §
29.24.030. Prior: 1955 c 102 § 4; prior: (i) 1937 c 94 §
2, part; RRS § 5168, part. (ii) 1937 c 94 § 3; RRS §
5169.]

29.24.040 Certificate of nomination Requisites.
A certificate evidencing nominations made at a conven-
tion must:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Contain the name of each person nominated, his
residence, and the office for which he is named; together
with a sworn statement of each nominee giving his con-
sent to the said nominations;

(3) Designate in not more than five words the purpose
for which the convention was held or the new or minor
political party, organization, or principle which the con-
vention represents;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and
secretary;

(5) Be signed by at least a number of individuals who
are registered to vote in the election jurisdiction for
which the nominations are made and who attended the
convention, which number is equal to the number of
registered voters who must have attended the convention
for it to be valid under RCW 29.24.030 as now or here-
after amended;

. (6) Show the voting addresses of all signers;

(7) Contain proof of publication of the notice of call-
ing the convention; and

(8) Be submitted to the secretary of state not later
than the last day for filing declarations of candidacy
under RCW 29.18.030, or fixed in accordance with
RCW 29.68.080 or 29.68.090. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 4;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.24.040. Prior: 1955 ¢ 102 § 5; prior: 1937
c 94 § 5, part; RRS § 5170-1, part.]

Requirements of candidates for public office under subversive activities
act: Chapter 9.81 RCW.

29.24.050 Certificate of nomination What signa-
tures invalid. The signature on a convention nominating
certificate of a person who signed a nominating certifi-
cate in any other convention held on the day of the con-
vention is invalid. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.24.050. Prior: 1955 c 102 § 6; prior: 1937 c 94 § S,
part; RRS § 51701, part.]

29.24.060 Certificate of nomination Checking
signatures Invalid signatures, procedure De-
struction of invalid portion of nominating certificate,
when. Upon the receipt of the certificate of nomination
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of a convention, the secretary of state shall check the
certificate and canvass the signatures thereon to ascer-
tain if the requirements of RCW 29.24.040, as now or
hereafter amended, have been met. If the secretary of
state finds that the certificate does not comply with law
he shall refuse to file the same and any declarations of
candidacy of candidates nominated by such convention.
Within two weeks after the last day of the filing period,
as specified by RCW 29.18.030, or fixed in accordance
with RCW 29.68.080 or 29.68.090, the secretary of state
shall notify the presiding officer and secretary of each
convention of any signatures judged invalid, together
with the reason for any such judgment. Within one week
after such notification, upon request of the presiding of-
ficer or secretary of any such convention, the county au-
ditor shall recheck the voter registration records and
shall notify the secretary of state of any signatures vali-
dated upon rechecking.

On the seventh day after filing a nominating certifi-
cate or notifying the presiding officer or secretary of a
convention of any signatures judged invalid on a nomi-
nating certificate, the secretary of state shall destroy the
portion of the certificate which contains the signatures,
names, and addresses of convention participants unless
the certificate is in dispute, in which case that portion
shall be retained until the dispute is resolved. Upon res-
olution of any such dispute, the secretary of state shall
destroy that portion of the nominating certificate. In no
case shall the fact that a voter participated in a particu-
lar convention be disclosed to any person other than the
election official who checks the validity of signatures on
nominating certificates. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.24.060. Prior: 1937 c 94 § 6; RRS § 5170-2.]

29.24.070 Declarations of candidacy required, ex-
ceptions Payment of fees. If a nominating certificate
is valid, each candidate, except for the positions of pres-
ident or vice president, whose nomination is evidenced
thereby may file with the secretary of state a declaration
of candidacy in the form prescribed for candidates sub-
ject to primary election, and each candidate must at the
time of filing such declaration pay to the secretary of
state the fee prescribed by law for candidates subject to
primary election. The name of a candidate nominated at
a convention shall not be printed upon the primary bal-
lot unless he pays the fee required by law to be paid by
candidates for the same office to be nominated at a pri-
mary. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 7; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.24.070. Prior:
1955 ¢ 102 § 7; prior: (i) 1937 ¢ 94 § 7, part; RRS §
5170-3, part. (ii) 1907 ¢ 209 § 26, part; RRS § 5203,
part.]

29.24.075 Time for filing declarations of candidacy.
A declaration of candidacy of an individual candidate
whose name appears on a nominating certificate filed by
the secretary of state in accordance with RCW 29.24-
.060, as now or hereafter amended, shall be submitted to
the secretary of state within one week of the filing of the
nominating certificate by the secretary of state. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 329 § 8.]
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29.24.090 Transmittal of minor party nominations. If
any nominations made by such convention are intended
for county, district or other local offices and valid decla-
rations of candidacy have been filed, the secretary of
state shall transmit the same to the appropriate county
officers for printing upon the official ballot at the same
time and in the same manner as nominations for other
offices are transmitted, and shall at the same time
transmit the filing fees of such county, district or local
candidates to the respective county treasurers. [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.24.090. Prior: 1937 ¢ 94 § 9; RRS § 5170-5.]

Chapter 29.27
CERTIFICATES AND NOTICES

Sections

29.27.010 Certifying list of offices for consolidated elections in
counties.

29.27.020 Certifying candidates before primary by secretary of
state.

29.27.030 Notice of primary election.

29.27.040 Filing list of nominees——Towns.

29.27.045 Proclamation of offices to be filled at general election.

29.27.050 Certification of nominees by secretary of state.

29.27.060 Certification of measures generally——Ballot titles.

29.27.065 Certification of measures generally——Notice of ballot
title to persons proposing measure.

29.27.067 Certification of measures generally——Ballot title——
Appeal to superior court.

29.27.072 Notice of constitutional amendments and laws authoriz-
ing state debts Publication in newspapers and on
radio and television.

29.27.074 Notice of constitutional amendments and laws authoriz-
ing state debts——Contents.

29.27.076 Notice of constitutional amendments and laws authoriz-
ing state debts——Attorney general to prepare ex-
planatory statement for notice, judicial appeal.

29.27.080 Notice of election——Certification of measures.

29.27.090 Preservation of nominating certificates.

29.27.100 Certificates of election to officers elected in county or
lesser constituency.

29.27.110 Certificates of election to other officers.

29.27.120 Certificate not withheld for informality in returns.

29.27.130 Certificates of nomination and ballots——Fraud as to.

Certificates
absentee ballot certificate: RCW 29.36.020.
canvassing election returns, certificates: Chapter 29.62 RCW.
certificate of abstract of votes cast: RCW 29.62.090.
contest, verified written statement of contest filed: RCW
29.65.020.
costs of city, town or district elections, certification of: RCW
29.13.045.
election certificate, nullification of through contest proceedings:
RCW 29.65.120.
election certificates, executive officers——State: State Constitu-
tion Art. 3 § 4.
first class cities, certificates of election to first officers: RCW
35.22.100.
first, second and third class cities and certain districts, city clerks
to transmit certified list of candidates to be voted upon: RCW
29.21.060.
initiative, referendum
ballot title certified to secretary of state: RCW 29.79.040.
petitions to legislature, secretary of state's certificate of facts
relating to filing and canvass thereof: RCW 29.79.200.
referendum bills by legislature, serial number, ballot title certi-
fied: RCW 29.79.260.
rejected initiative to legislature certified for referendum to peo-
ple: RCW 29.79.270.
review of proposed initiatives by code reviser: RCW 29.79.015.
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substitute for rejected initiative certified for referendum to
people: RCW 29.79.280.
to voters, certificate of sufficiency: RCW 29.79.230.

Justices of the peace, certificate of election: RCW 3.04.050.

minor—~party convention, certificate of nomination: RCW 29.24-
.040 through 29.24.060.

primaries and elections

certification of result and of returns: RCW 29.54.080.
voting machine count, verification and certification: RCW
29.54.100.

recall, certification of election results: RCW 29.82.140.

recount of votes, certificate of abstract of votes cast: RCW
29.64.040.

registration

oaths administered to registration officers certified to: RCW
29.07.050.

oaths administered to voters certified to: RCW 29.07.060.

registration files, certificate of authenticity of on delivery to
polls: RCW 29.07.170.

sworn statement of cancellation of registration: RCW
29.10.120.

weekly report of transfers and cancellations, certificate of:
RCW 29.10.100.

weekly transmittal of third cards, certificate to accompany:
RCW 29.07.120.

state board of education, certificate of election to: RCW
28A.04.060.

tie votes in final election, certificate of election after decision by
lot: RCW 29.62.080.

United States constitutional amendment convention

certificate of action taken: RCW 29.74.130.
delegates, certificate of results, certificates of election: RCW
29.74.100.

United States presidential electors, certificates of nomination
filed, names of candidates certified to auditors: RCW
29.71.020.

vacancies on ticket

certificate filing: RCW 29.18.150.

secretary of state to certify nominations to county officers:
RCW 29.18.150.

voting machines

certificate machine has been delivered to polling place in good
order: RCW 29.33.150.

certificate that ballots or diagrams where used were due to
breakdown of machine: RCW 29.51.160.

certificate that machines have been prepared for use properly:
RCW 29.33.150.

certificates to be provided: RCW 29.33.190.

certification of inspection on statement of canvass: RCW
29.48.080.

instruction certificates given officials: RCW 29.33.220.

Notices

cemetery districts, formation of, election on, notice of: RCW
68.16.070.
cities and towns
annexation of unincorporated areas, notice of election: RCW
35.13.080.
cities of first class, framing charter, notice of election on adop-
tion: RCW 35.22.070.
consolidation, election on, notice: RCW 35.10.220 and
35.10.230.
disincorporation, notice of election on: RCW 35.07.050.
election for incorporation of: State Constitution Art. 11 § 10
(Amendment 40).
incorporation of intercounty area, notice of election: RCW
35.04.100.
incorporation proceedings, notice of election: RCW 35.02. 100.
reduction of city limits, notice of election on: RCW 35.16.020.
cities and towns under commission form of government, ordi-
nances by initiative petition, notice of election on: RCW
35.17.310.
constitutional amendments, election on: State Constitution Art. 23
§ 1 (Amendment 37).
contests, notice of hearing on: RCW 29.65.040.
costs of city, town or district elections, notice of transfer of funds
for: RCW 29.13.045.

(1981 Ed.)



Certificates And Notices

counties
removal of county seat, notice of election on: RCW 36.12.030.
roads and bridges, election on issuance of bonds for, 1913 Act,
notice of: RCW 36.76.100.
county "Home Rule" charter election: State Constitution Art. 11
§ 4 (Amendment 21).
diking districts
consolidation of, election on, notice of: RCW 85.05.560.
election to organize, notice of: RCW 85.05.040.
diking, drainage and sewerage improvement districts
election of supervisors, notice of: RCW 85.08.290.
merger with irrigation district, election on, notice of: RCW
85.08.870.
diking or drainage districts
in two or more counties, election for formation, commissioners,
notice of: RCW 85.24.040.
reorganization into improvement districts
1917 Act, election on, notice of: RCW 85.20.030.
1933 Act, election on, notice of: RCW 85.22.030.
drainage districts, election to organize, notice of: RCW 85.06.040.
duplication of, use of, nonexistent or untrue names, notice of
meeting to adjudicate issue: RCW 29.18.090.
election laws, publication of by secretary of state: RCW
29.04.060.
election notices, county auditor to give: RCW 29.04.020.
flood control districts, creation of, election for
1937 Act, bonds, general obligation, election to authorize issu-
ance of, notice of: RCW 86.09.577.
1937 Act, notices of election: RCW 86.09.343 through
86.09.355.
initiative, referendum
ballot title
appeal to supreme court, notice of: RCW 29.79.060.
notice of to proponents: RCW 29.79.050 and 29.79.070.
review by code reviser, transmittal by secretary of state, notice
of to petitioner: RCW 29.79.015.
irrigation and rehabilitation districts
converting irrigation district to, election on, notice of: RCW
87.84.040.
special assessments for, election on, notice of: RCW 87.84.070.
irrigation districts
comprising two hundred thousand or more acres, contracts with
United States, election on, notice of: RCW 87.68.060.
dissolution when bonded indebtedness, election on, notice of:
RCW 87.53.050.
excluding land from, election on, notice of: RCW 87.03.675.
notices of election generally: RCW 87.03.020 through
87.03.110.
organization of, notice of election for: RCW 87.03.020.
refunding bonds
1923 Act, election to authorize, notice of: RCW 87.19.020.
1929 Act, election to authorize, notice of: RCW 87.22.130.
minor party convention, notice of: RCW 29.24.030.
polls
posting unofficial results: RCW 29.54. 140.
proclamation of closing: RCW 29.51.260.
proclamation opening: RCW 29.48.100.
port district commissioners, notice of election of: RCW 53.12.060.
recall
notice of special election for: RCW 29.82.100.
notification of persons filing charges of language in ballot syn-
opsis: RCW 29.82.020.
recanvass of voting machines, notice of: RCW 29.62.060.
reclamation districts of one million acres
election to authorize indebtedness, notice of: RCW 89.30.409.
election to authorize issuance of negotiable coupon bonds of
general improvement or divisional district, notice of: RCW
89.30.532, 89.30.535. '
election to form, notice of: RCW 89.30.097.
special assessments by general improvement or divisional dis-
trict, election on, notice of: RCW 89.30.772.
recount of votes
declaration of results: RCW 29.64.040.
notice of: RCW 29.64.020.
registration ’
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cancellation of registration due to residence challenge, notice to
registrant: RCW 29.10. 140.
cancellation of registration for failure to vote, notice to regis-
trant: RCW 29.10.080.
closing registration files, notice of: RCW 29.07.160.
report of deaths to secretary of state to include fact notice given
to city clerk or county auditor: RCW 29.10.095.
reregistration on change of residence, notice of apparent fraud-
ulent signature, notice to person registered anew: RCW
29.10.040.
time and places for registration in rural precincts, notice of:
RCW 29.07.110.
transfer of registration on change of precinct boundaries, notice
to registrant: RCW 29.10.060.
schools
organization and reorganization of, special elections——Notice
of: RCW 28A.57.080.
special meetings of voters——Notice of: RCW 28A.58.380.
validating indebtedness, notice of election: RCW 28A.52.030.
sewer districts, formation of, election for, notice of: RCW
56.04.050.
soil and water conservation districts, election to form, notice of:
RCW 89.08.130.
specifications for voting supplies and equipment, notice to city
clerks and county auditors of: RCW 29.07.140.
state board of education, call and notice of election: RCW

28A.04.020.

tie votes in final election, notice of decision by lot: RCW
29.62.080.

townships, election on disorganization of, notice of: RCW
45.76.040.

United States constitutional amendment convention, governor's
proclamation calling: RCW 29.74.010 and 29.74.020.
vacancy in United States house of representatives, notice of pri-
mary or election to fill: RCW 29.68.100.
voting machine count, public announcement: RCW 29.54.110.
water districts
annexation of territory by, election on, notice of: RCW
57.24.020.
formation of, election on, notice of: RCW 57.04.050.
merger of, election on, notice of: RCW 57.36.030.
withdrawal of territory from, election on, notice of: RCW
57.28.100.
when no city primary, notice of: RCW 29.21.015.
when no primary for offices of state superintendent of public in-
struction, county superintendent of schools, or officers of
school districts embracing a city of over one hundred thou-
sand, notice of: RCW 29.21.180.

29.27.010 Certifying list of offices for consolidated
elections in counties. The governing board of every city,
town or district subject to RCW 29.13.010, 29.13.020 or
*29.13.030, shall certify to the county auditor as ex off-
icio county supervisor of elections a list of the offices to
be filled at an election at least forty—five days before the
date of election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.010. Prior: 1923 ¢ 53
§ 6, part; RRS § 5148-2, part.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29.13.030 was repealed by 1965 ¢ 123 §
9(12); later enactment, see RCW 29.13.020.

29.27.020 Certifying candidates before primary by
secretary of state. Prior to any September primary, on or
before the first Wednesday following the last day for
political parties to-fill vacancies in the ticket as provided
by RCW 29.18.150, the secretary of state shall transmit
to each county auditor a certified list of the candidates
for office to be voted for in each county as represented
by the declarations of candidacy and nomination papers
filed in his office. The certificate shall set forth the
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name of each candidate, his post office address, the of-
fice for which he is a candidate and his party designa-
tion. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 103 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.020. Prior:
1949 ¢ 161 § 10, part; 1947 ¢ 234 § 2, part; 1935 ¢ 26 §
1, part; 1921 c 178 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 8, part Rem.
Supp 1949 § 5185, part.]

Minor party nominations, transmittal by secretary of state: RCW
29.24.090.

29.27.030 Notice of primary election. Not more than
ten nor less than three days prior to the primary election
the county auditor shall publish notice of such primary
in one or more newspapers of general circulation within
the county. Said notice shall contain the proper party
designations, the names and addresses of all persons who
have filed a declaration of candidacy to be voted upon at
that primary election, the hours during which the polls
will be open, and that the election will be held in the
regular polling place in each precinct, giving the address
of each polling place: Provided, That the names of all
candidates for nonpartisan offices shall be published
separately with designation of the offices for which they
are candidates but without party designation. This shall
be the only notice required for the holding of any pri-
mary election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.030. Prior: 1949 c 161
§ 10, part; 1947 c 234 § 2, part; 1935 ¢ 26 § 1, part;
1921 ¢ 178 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 8, part; Rcm Supp.
1949 § 5185, part.]

29.27.040 Filing list of nominees——Towns. Clerks
of fourth class towns shall certify and file a list of nomi-
nees with the county auditor not less than thirty—five
days before the election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.040. Prior:
1951 ¢ 101 § 6; 1949 c 161 § 7; 1947 c 234 § 4; 1921 ¢
178 § 2; 1889 p 403 § 8 Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5172.]

29.27.045 Proclamation of offices to be filled at
general election. It shall be the duty of the governor, at
least sixty days before any general election, to issue his
proclamation, designating the offices to be filled by the
state at large at such election, and to transmit a copy
thereof to the county auditor of each county. [1965 c 9 §
29.27.045. Prior: Code 1881 § 3058; 1865 p 27 § 4
RRS § 5156.]

29.27.050 Certification of nominees by secretary of
state. As soon as possible but in any event no later than
the fifth day following official certification of the returns
of any primary election as made by the canvassing
board, the secretary of state shall certify to the county
auditor of each county within which any of the electors
may by law vote for candidates for such office, the name
and place of residence of each person nominated for
such office, as specified in the certificates of nomination
filed with the secretary of state. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 103 § 7;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.050. Prior: 1961 c 130 § 19; 1889 p
403 § 9; RRS § 5173.]

29.27.060 Certification of measures generally
Ballot titles. When a proposed constitution or constitu-
tional amendment or other question is to bé submitted to
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the people of the state for state—wide popular vote, the
attorney general shall prepare a concise statement posed
as a question and not exceeding twenty words containing
the essential features thereof expressed in such a manner
as to clearly identify the proposition to be voted upon.

Questions to be submitted to the people of a county or
municipality shall also be advertised as provided for
nominees for office, and in such cases there shall also be
printed on the ballot a concise statement posed as a
question and not exceeding twenty words, or seventy—
five words in the case of a school district tax proposition,
containing the essential features thereof expressed in
such a manner as to clearly identify the proposition to be
voted upon, which statement shall be prepared by the
city attorney for the city, and by the prosecuting attor-
ney for the county or any other political subdivision of
the state, other than cities, situated in the county.

Such concise statement shall constitute the ballot title.
The secretary of state shall certify to the county auditors
the ballot title for a proposed constitution, constitutional
amendment or other state—wide question at the same
time and in the same manner as the ballot titles to initi-
atives and referendums. [1977 ¢ 4 § 3; 1973 Ist ex.s. c
118 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.060. Prior: 1953 c 242 § 1;
1913 ¢ 135 § 1; 1889 p 405 § 14; RRS § 5271.]

Severability——1977 ¢ 4: See note following RCW 84.52.052.

Ballot titles to initiatives and referendums: RCW 29.79.040 through
29.79.070.

Review of proposed initiatives by code reviser: RCW 29.79.015.

29.27.065 Certification of measures generally
Notice of ballot title to persons proposing measure. Upon
the filing of a ballot title as defined in RCW 29.27.060,
the secretary of state,.in event it is a state question, or
the county auditor in the event it is a county or other
local question, shall forthwith notify the persons propos-
ing the measure of the exact language of the ballot title.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.065. Prior: 1953 ¢ 242 § 3.]

29.27.067 Certification of measures generally
Ballot title——Appeal to superior court. If the persons
filing any state or local question covered by RCW 29-
.27.060 are dissatisfied with the ballot title formulated
by the attorney general, city attorney, or prosecuting at-
torney preparing the same, they may at any time within
ten days from the time of the filing of the ballot title
appeal to the superior court of Thurston county if it is a
state—wide question, or to the superior court of the
county where the question is to appear on the ballot, if it
is a county or local question, by petition setting forth the
measure, the ballot title objected to, their objections to
the ballot title and praying for amendment thereof. The
time of the filing of the ballot title, as used herein in
determining the time for appeal, is the time the ballot
title is first filed with the secretary of state, if concern-
ing a state—wide question, or the county auditor, if a lo-
cal question, the secretary of state or the county officer
being herein called the "filing officer."

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a no-
tice that an appeal has been taken shall be served upon
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the filing officer and the official preparing the ballot ti-
tle. Upon the filing of the petition on appeal, the court
shall forthwith, or at the time to which a hearing may be
adjourned by consent of the appellants, examine the
proposed measure, the ballot title filed and the objec-
tions thereto and may hear arguments thereon, and shall
as soon as possible render its decision and certify to and
file with the filing officer such ballot title as it deter-
mines will meet the requirements of this chapter. The
decision of the superior court shall be final, and the title
so certified shall be the established ballot title. Such ap-
peal shall be heard without cost to either party. [1965 c
9 § 29.27.067. Prior: 1953 c 242 § 4.]

29.27.072 Notice of constitutional amendments and
laws authorizing state debts Publication in newspa-
pers and on radio and television. The secretary of state
shall cause notice of the proposed constitutional amend-
ments and laws authorizing state debts that are to be
submitted to the people to be published at least four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election
in every legal newspaper in the state and shall supple-
ment publication thereof by radio and television broad-
cast as provided in RCW 65.16.130, 65.16.140, and
65.16.150. [1967 c 96 § 1; 1965 c 9 § 29.27.072. Prior:
1961 c 176 § 1.]

29.27.074 Notice of constitutional amendments and
laws authorizing state debts——Contents. The notice
provided for in RCW 29.27.072 shall set forth the fol-
lowing information:

(1) A legal identification of the state measure to be
voted upon.

(2) The official ballot title of such state measure.

(3) A brief statement explaining the constitutional
provision or state law as it presently exists.

(4) A brief statement explaining the effect of the state
measure should it be approved.

(5) The total number of votes cast for and against the
measure in both the state senate and house of represen-
tatives. [1967 ¢ 96 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.074. Prior:
1961 c 176 § 2.]

29.27.076 Notice of constitutional amendments and
laws authorizing state debts——Attorney general to pre-
pare explanatory statement for notice, judicial appeal.
The attorney general shall, by the first day of July pre-
ceding each general election, prepare the explanatory
statements required in RCW 29.27.074. Such statements
shall be prepared in clear and concise language and -shall
avoid the use of legal and other technical terms insofar
as possible. Any person dissatisfied with the explanatory
statement so prepared may at any time within ten days
from the filing thereof in the office of the secretary of
state appeal to the superior court of Thurston county by
petition setting forth the proposed state measure, the ex-
planatory statement prepared by the attorney general,
and his objection thereto and praying for the amend-
ment thereof. A copy of the petition and a notice of such
appeal shall be served on the secretary of state and the
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attorney general. The court shall, upon filing of the pe-
tition, examine the proposed state measure, the explana-
tory statement, and the objections thereto and may hear
argument thereon and shall, as soon as possible, render
its decision and certify to and file with the secretary of
state such explanatory statement as it determines will
meet the requirement of RCW 29.27.072 through 29-
.27.076. The decision of the superior court shall be final
and its explanatory statement shall be the established
explanatory statement. Such appeal shall be heard with-
out costs to either party. [1967 ¢ 96 § 3; 1965¢c 9 § 29-
.27.076. Prior: 1961 ¢ 176 § 3.]

29.27.080 Notice of election——Certification of
measures. (1) Notice for any state, county, district, or
municipal election, whether special or general, shall be
given by at least one publication not more than ten nor
less than three days prior to the election by the county
auditor or the officer conducting the election as the case
may be, in one or more newspapers of general circula-
tion within the county. Said legal notice shall contain
the title of each office under the proper party designa-
tion, the names and addresses of all officers who have
been nominated for an office to be voted upon at that
election, together with the ballot titles of all measures,
the hours during which the polls will be open, and that
the election will be held in the regular polling places in
each precinct, giving the address of each polling place:
Provided, That the names of all candidates for nonparti-
san offices shall be published separately with designation
of the offices for which they are candidates but without
party designation. This shall be the only notice required
for a state, county, district or municipal general or spe-
cial election and shall supersede the provisions of any
and all other statutes, whether general or special in na-
ture, having different requirements for the giving of no-
tice of any general or special elections.

(2) All school district elections held on February 5,
1980, at which the number and proportion of persons
required by law voted to authorize bonds or tax levies,
are hereby validated regardless of any failure to publish
notice of such election. No action challenging the valid-
ity of any such election may be brought later than April
15, 1980, or thirty days from June 12, 1980, whichever
is later. Notice of provisions of this subsection shall be
published *within five days after the effective date of
this section of this 1980 act in a newspaper of general
circulation within each county where a school district
election was held on February 5, 1980, and where notice
of such election was not published as provided in sub-
section (1) of this section. [1980 ¢ 35 § 8; 1965¢c 9 §
29.27.080. Prior: 1955 ¢ 153 § 1; 1951 ¢ 101 § 7; 1949 ¢
161 § 11; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5148-3a.]

*Reviser's note: For phrase "within five days after the effective date

of this section of this 1980 act" see notes following RCW 28A.57.312
relating to 1980 c 35.

Emergency——Severability——1980 ¢ 35: See notes following
RCW 28A.57.312.

Publication of diagrams: RCW 29.33.180.

29.27.090 Preservation of nominating certificates.
The secretary of state, county auditor of each county,
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and clerks of the several municipal corporations shall
preserve all certificates of nomination filed in their re-
spective offices for six months. All certificates shall be
open to public inspection under proper regulations made
by the officer with whom they are filed. [1965 c 9 § 29-
.27.090. Prior: 1921 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1915 c 11 § 1, part;
1907 ¢ 130 § 1, part; 1889 p 402 § 7, part; Code 1881 §
3067, part; 1865 p 30 § 1, part; RRS § 5171, part.]

29.27.100 Certificates of election to officers elected
in county or lesser constituency. Immediately after the
ascertainment of the result of an election for an office to
be filled by the voters of a single county, or of a pre-
cinct, or of a constituency within a county for which he
serves as supervisor of elections, the county auditor shall
notify the person elected, and upon his demand issue to
him a certificate of his election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.100.
Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 8; prior: Code 1881 § 3096, part;
1866 p 6 § 2, part; 1865 p 39 § 7, part; RRS § 5343,
part.]

Tie votes in final election: RCW 29.62.080.

29.27.110 Certificates of election to other officers.
Except as provided in the state Constitution, the gover-
nor shall issue certificates of election to those elected as
senator or representative in the congress of the United
States and to state offices. The secretary of state shall
issue certificates of election to those elected to the office
of judge of the superior court in judicial districts com-
prising more than one county and to those elected to ei-
ther branch of the state legislature in legislative districts
comprising more than one county. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27-
.110. Prior: (i) 1933 ¢ 92 § 1; RRS § 5343-1. (ii) Code
1881 § 3100, part; No RRS.]

Judges of their own election and qualification——Quorum: State

Constitution Art. 2 § 8.

Returns of elections, canvass, etc.: State Constitution Art. 3 § 4.
Tie votes in final election: RCW 29.62.080.

29.27.120 Certificate not withheld for informality in
returns. No certificate shall be withheld on account of
any defect or informality in the returns of any election,
if it can with reasonable certainty be ascertained from
such return what office is intended, and who is entitled
to such certificate, nor shall any commission be withheld
by the governor on account of any defect or informality
of any return made to the office of the secretary of state.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.120. Prior: Code 1881 § 3102; 1865 p
41 § 13; RRS § 5347.]

29.27.130 Certificates of nomination and ballots——
Fraud as to. See RCW 29.85.100.

Chapter 29.30
BALLOTS
Sections
29.30.010 Paper ballots——Primaries——Uniformity, arrange-
ment, contents required.
29.30.020 Paper ballots Primaries Arrangement of of fi-

ces

Write-in candidate space.
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29.30.030
29.30.040

29.30.060
29.30.061
29.30.071
29.30.075

29.30.080
29.30.081

29.30.091
29.30.100
29.30.101
29.30.130
29.30.140
29.30.150

29.30.160
29.30.165

29.30.167

29.30.170
29.30.180

29.30.190
29.30.200
29.30.201
29.30.203
29.30.205
29.30.207
29.30.209
29.30.211
29.30.213
29.30.215
29.30.220
29.30.221
29.30.230
29.30.231
29.30.233
29.30.235
29.30.237
29.30.239
29.30.240
29.30.310
29.30.320

29.30.330
29.30.340

29.30.350
29.30.360

29.30.370
29.30.380
29.30.390
29.30.410
29.30.420

Paper ballots——Primaries——Form.

Paper ballots Primaries——Rotating names of
candidates.

Paper ballots——Samples.

Paper ballots——General election——Requirements.

Paper ballots Order of lists of candidates.

Paper ballots——Primary ballots for absentee voters,
date prepared.

General election ballots——Form.

Paper ballots——General election——Arrangement of
instructions, measures, offices.

Paper ballots——General election——Form of ballot.

General election ballots What names to appear.

General election ballot——Names qualified to appear.

Expense of printing and distributing ballots.

Titles designating occupation prohibited.

Declaration of candidacy——Duplication of names——
Election ballots.

Certification of measures generally——Ballot titles.

Certification of measures generally——Notice of ballot
title to persons proposing measure.

Certification of measures generally——Ballot title—
Appeal to superior court.

Destroying surplus ballots.

United States presidential electors——Nomination——
What names on ballots——How counted.

United States constitutional amendment conven-
tions Delegates——Ballots.

Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——Formulation
by attorney general.

Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——Notice to
proponents.

Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——Appeal to su-
perior court.

Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——M ailed to
proponents.

Initiative, referendum——Referendum bills by legisla-
ture Ballot title.

Initiative, referendum——Substitute for rejected initia-
tive Ballot title.

Initiative, referendum
lots Order and form.

Initiative, referendum Printing provisions on ballots
for voting except on alternative measures.

Initiative, referendum Printing provisions on ballots
for voting on alternative measures.

Recall-—Ballot synopsis.

Recall——Conduct of election——Form of ballot.

Ballots——Counterfeiting or unlawful possession.

Ballots——Officer tampering with.

Ballots——Opening, disclosing choice of voter.

Ballots——Unlawful printing or distribution.

Ballots——M isleading voters in marking.

Certificates of nomination and ballots——Fraud as to.

Divulging ballot count——Penalty.

Voting devices——All elections——Ballot pages——
Uniformity, arrangement, contents required——Ballot
cards.

Voting devices

Printing ballot titles on bal-

Primary ballot

Arrangement of

offices Write—in candidate space.
Voting devices——Primary ballot page, form.
Voting devices——Primaries——Rotating names of
candidates.

Voting devices——Sample ballots.

Voting devices——Absentee ballots Prepara-
tion Time and number.

Voting devices——Ballot pages——General elec-
tions Requirements.

Voting devices——General election——Order of candi-
dates for each office——Write—in candidate space.
Voting devices——General election——Form of ballot

pages.
Voting machines— Primary ballot labels——Unifor-
mity, arrangement, contents required.
Voting machines——Primary ballot——Arrangement
of offices——Write—in candidate space.
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29.30.430 Voting machines——Primary ballot, form.

29.30.440  Voting machines——Primaries——Rotating names of
candidates.

29.30.450 Voting machines——Sample diagrams.

29.30.460  Voting machines——Ballot labels——General elec-
tion——Requirements.

29.30.470  Order of lists of candidates.

29.30.480 Voting machines——General election——Arrangement
of instructions, measures, offices.

29.30.490 Voting machines——General election——Form of bal-

lot labels.

Absentee ballots: Chapter 29.36 RCW.
Arrangement of names on ballots (nonpartisan elections and primar-
ies): RCW 29.21.090.
Ballot label defined for voting machine purposes: RCW 29.33.010.
Ballot labels on voting machines
preparation of: RCW 29.33.150.
requirements: RCW 29.33.190.
Ballots, constitutional provisions
Constitution, state, form used for voting on: State Constitution
Art. 27 § 18.
coristitutional requirements: State Constitution Art. 6 § 6.
Cemetery districts, formation of and first commissioners, election on,
ballot form: RCW 68.16.080.
Certification of measures generally, ballot titles: RCW 29.27.060.
Cities and towns
city of first class, election on adoption of charter, ballot form:
RCW 35.22.090.
commission form of government, under
abandonment form of ballots on election on: RCW 35.17.440.
form: RCW 29.21.130.
ordinances initiated by petition, ballot form for election on:
RCW 35.17.320.
organization——Ballot form for election on: RCW 35.17.390.
disincorporation, ballots, form of: RCW 35.07.060.
excess indebtedness, election to authorize, ballot form: RCW
35.37.060.
incorporation——First class cities
ballot, form of: RCW 35.03.030.
charter——Election of first officials, form of ballot: RCW
35.03.040.
incorporation of intercounty area, election on, ballot position,
form of ballot: RCW 35.04.090 and 35.04.110.
incorporation proceedings, generally, ballots
form of: RCW 35.02.110.
position of names on: RCW 35.02.086.
metropolitan park districts
election on annexation to, ballot form: RCW 35.61.270.
election on, ballot form: RCW 35.61.030.
name, change of
election on, ballot form: RCW 35.62.020.
election on, placing names on election ballot: RCW 35.62.040.
organization under council-manager plan, form of ballots for
election on: RCW 35.18.260.
pedestrian malls, election to discontinue, ballot form: RCW
35.71.130.
Counties
park and recreation service areas, election for formation, ballot
form: RCW 36.68.480.
road improvement districts, election on, ballot form: RCW
36.88.030.
roads and bridges, election on issuance of bonds for, 1913 Act,
ballot form: RCW 36.76.090.
Counting ballots: Chapter 29.54 RCW.
Diking and drainage districts in two or more counties, election for for-
mation, commissioners, ballot form: RCW 85.24.040.
Diking districts, consolidation of, election on, ballot form: RCW
85.05.570.
Diking, drainage, sewerage improvement district, merger with irriga-
tion districts, election on, ballot form: RCW 85.08.870.
Duplication of names, incumbent or occupational designation on ballot:
RCW 29.18.060.
Execution of affidavit as to subversive activities as prerequisite to
placing name on ballot: RCW 9.81.100.
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Fire protection district, election to form, ballot form: RCW 52.04.090.

Flood control districts, 1937 Act, election, ballots: RCW 86.09.358-
86.09.370.

General election ballot, printing of names on when no primary for su-
perintendent of public instruction, county superintendent of schools
and certain school district officers: RCW 29.21.180.

General elections in first, second, and third class cities, ballots: RCW
29.21.010 and 29.21.015.

Initiative, referendum: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1, Chapter 29.79
RCW.

Irregular ballot defined for voting machine purposes: RCW 29.33.010.

Irrigation districts

dissolution when bonded indebtedness, election on, ballot form:
RCW 87.53.050.

dissolution when no bonded indebtedness, 1897 Act, election on,
ballot form: RCW 87.52.030.

elections in, ballot forms, generally: RCW 87.03.020 through
87.03.110.

Judicial ballots Form: RCW 29.21.120.

Liquor, local option, election on, ballot form: RCW 66.40.110.

Metropolitan municipal corporations

additional functions authorized by election, ballot form: RCW
35.58.100.
annexing of property to, election on, ballot form: RCW 35.58.550.
election procedure to form, tax levy, ballot form: RCW 35.58.090.
Mosquito control district
election on proposition to levy tax, ballot form: RCW 17.28.100.
election to form, ballot form: RCW 17.28.090.
Nonpartisan general elections
candidate for multiple position receiving majority of votes in pri-
mary printed on ballot separately: RCW 29.21.160.
nominees for single position, placement of names on ballot: RCW
29.21.150.
Port district commissioners, election of, ballots: Chapter 53.12 RCW.
Port districts
annexation of property to, ballot form: RCW 53.04.080 and
53.04.100.
change of name, election on, ballot form: RCW 53.04.110.
formation, election on, ballots, form of: RCW 53.04.020.

Prevention and correction of election frauds and errors: RCW
29.04.030.

Primaries in first, second, and third class cities, ballots: RCW
29.21.010.

Public utility districts

election to qualify as first class district, ballot form: RCW
54.40.040.
formation of, election on, ballot form: RCW 54.08.010 and
54.08.060.
Reclamation districts of one million acres
election to form, ballot form: RCW 89.30.097.
elections generally, ballots: RCW 89.30.358 and 89.30.385.
special assessments by, general improvement or divisional district,
election on, ballot form: RCW 89.30.772.
Schools
directors, ballots, form of: RCW 28A.57.316.
directors for school districts embracing city over one hundred
thousand
ballots, form: RCW 29.21.210.

Sewer districts, annexation of territory to, election on, ballot form:
RCW 56.24.080.

Signature of candidate as name is to appear upon (primary) ballot:
RCW 29.18.030.

Soil and water conservation districts, election to form, ballot form:
RCW 89.08.120.

Superintendent of public instruction, ballot arrangement for voting
machines: RCW 29.21.085.

Townships

disorganization of, election on, ballot form: RCW 45.76.050.
vote on organization, ballot form: RCW 45.04.030.

Vacancies on ticket——How filled——Correcting ballots and labels:

RCW 29.18.150.

Water districts
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annexation of territory by, election on, ballot form: RCW
57.24.020.

formation of, election, ballot form: RCW 57.04.050.

withdrawal of territory from, election on, ballot form: RCW
57.28.090.

29.30.010 Paper ballots Primaries——Unifor-
mity, arrangement, contents required. Every primary pa-
per ballot shall be uniform in color and size, shall be
white and printed in black ink. Each ballot shall be
identified at the top with the words, "Primary Election
Ballot,” and below that, the county in which the ballot is
to be used, the date of the primary, and the instruction:
"To vote for a person mark a cross in the first square at
the right of the name of the person for whom you desire
to vote. To vote for a person not on the ballot, write in
the name of the candidate, and the party affiliation if
for a partisan office, in the space provided.” Beginning
at the top of the left hand column, at the left of the line
shall appear the name of the position for which the
names following are candidates, and to the extreme right
of the same line the words, "Vote for," then the words
"One," "Two,” or a spelled number designating how
many persons under that head are to be voted for. Below
this shall come the names of all candidates for that po-
sition, each followed by the name of the political party,
if any, with which the candidate desires to affiliate or
the word "nonpartisan”, with a square to the right. Each
position with the names running for that office, shall be
separated from the following one by a bold line. All pri-
mary paper ballots shall be sequentially numbered, but
done in such a way to permit removal of such numbers
by precinct election workers without revealing the iden-
tity of any individual voter. There shall be no printing
upon the back of the ballots nor any mark thereon to
distinguish them. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 51; 1965 c 9 § 29-
.30.010. Prior: (i) 1935 ¢ 26 § 2, part; 1933 ¢ 95 § 2,
part; 1917 ¢ 71 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 3, part; 1907 c
209 § 10, part; RRS § 5187, part. (ii) 1909 c 82 § 5,
part; 1907 c 209 § 13, part; RRS § 5190, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.020 Paper ballots Primaries——Arrange-
ment of offices——Write-in candidate space. In pre-
cincts using paper ballots and on absentee paper ballots,
the positions or offices on a state primary ballot shall be
arranged in substantially the following order: United
States senator; United States representative; governor;
lieutenant governor; secretary of state; state treasurer;
state auditor; attorney general; commissioner of public
lands; insurance commissioner; state senator; state rep-
resentative; county officers; superintendent of public in-
struction; justices of the supreme court; judges of the
court of appeals; judges of the superior court; and judges
of the district court. For all other jurisdictions appearing
on the primary ballot, the offices in each jurisdiction
shall be grouped together and be in the order of the po-
sition numbers assigned to those offices, if any. Unless
otherwise specified by law, the names shall be listed in
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order of filing. There shall be a blank space left follow-
ing the list of names of candidates for each office or po-
sition for writing in the name of a candidate, if desired.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 52; 1971 c 81 § 76; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.30.020. Prior: 1935 ¢ 26 § 2, part; 1933 ¢ 95 § 2, part;
1917 c 71 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 3, part; 1907 c 209 §
10, part; RRS § 5187, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.030 Paper ballots——Primaries——Form. The
form of primary paper ballots shall be substantially as
follows:

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
.......... County
(Date of primary)

To vote for a person make a cross in the square to the
RIGHT of the name of the person for whom you desire
to vote.

UNITED STATES SENATOR Vote for One

(name of candidate) .................... (party) (J
(name of candidate) .................... (party) UJ
(name of candidate) .................... (party) O
(space for write—in candidate) .. ... (name of party) [J

(and so on with the other officers in order.)

[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 53; 1965 c 9 § 29.30.030. Prior: 1935
€26 8§ 2, part; 1933 ¢ 95 § 2, part; 1917 ¢ 71 § 1, part;
1909 c 82 § 3, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 10, part; RRS § 5187,
part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.040 Paper ballots Primaries Rotating
names of candidates. In primary elections in precincts
where votes are cast on paper ballots, unless otherwise
required by law, the names of candidates for each office
or position shall be first arranged in the order in which
their declarations of candidacy were filed. Additional
sets of official ballots shall be printed in which the posi-
tions of the names of all candidates for each such office
or position shall be changed as many times as there are
candidates in the office or position in which there are
the greatest number of names. As nearly as possible an
equal number of ballots shall be printed after each
change. In making the changes of position between each
set of ballots, the candidates for each such office in the
first position under the office heading shall be moved to
the last position under that office heading, and each
other name shall be moved up to the position immedi-
ately above its previous position under that office head-
ing. After the required sets of ballots are printed, they
shall be kept in separate piles, one pile for each change
of position, and shall then be gathered by taking one
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from each pile, the intention being that every other bal-
lot at the polls shall have the names of the candidates
under such offices in a different position. [1977 exs. ¢
361 § 54; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30.040. Prior: 1909 c 82 § 5,
part; 1907 c 209 § 13, part; RRS § 5190, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.060 Paper ballots——Samples. In counties or
portions of counties using paper ballots, on or before the
fifteenth day before a primary or an election, the county
auditor shall prepare a sample paper ballot which he
shall display in a conspicuous place in his office for
public inspection. Sample paper ballots shall be substan-
tially in the same form as the official paper ballots but
upon colored paper, and the names of the candidates for
each office shall be arranged thereon in the order in
which their declarations of candidacy were filed, except
that the position of precinct committeeman shall be
shown on the general election sample ballot only by a
listing of the position itself, and the names of candidates
therefor need not be shown. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 55; 1965
c 9 § 29.30.060. Prior: (i) 1935 c 26 § 2, part; 1933 ¢ 95
§ 2, part; 1917 ¢ 71 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 3, part; 1907
c 209 § 10, part; RRS § 5187, part. (ii) 1909 c 82 § 5,
part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 13, part; RRS § 5190, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.061 Paper ballots——General election
Requirements. All general election paper ballots within a
given precinct shall be of a good quality white paper and
the names shall be printed thereon in black ink.

No ballot shall bear any impression, device, color, or
thing designated to distinguish such ballot from other
legal ballots, or whereby the ballot may be known or
designated. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 57.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.071 Paper ballots——Order of lists of candi-
dates. The list of candidates of the party whose candi-
date for president of the United States received the
highest number of votes from the electors of this state in
the preceding presidential election shall be placed in the
first column of the left hand side of the paper ballot, the
list of candidates of the party whose candidate for presi-
dent of the United States received the next highest
number of votes from the electors of this state in the
preceding presidential election shall be placed in the
second column, and the candidates of other parties in the
order in which certificates of nomination have been filed.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 59.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.075 Paper ballots——Primary ballots for ab-
sentee voters, date prepared. In counties using absentee
paper ballots, at least twenty days before any primary,
each county auditor shall have prepared sufficient paper
ballots for use by absentee voters. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 56;

(1981 Ed.)

29.30.080

1965 ex.s. c 103 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30.075. Prior: 1949 ¢
161 § 10, part; 1947 c 234 § 2, part; 1935 ¢ 26 § 1, part;
1921 ¢ 178 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 8, part; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 5185, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Absentee service voter's ballots to be printed as soon as possible: RCW
29.39.180.

29.30.080 General election ballots——Form. All general election
ballots prepared under the provisions of this title shall conform to the
following requirements:

(1) Shall be of white and a good quality of paper, and the names
shall be printed thereon in black ink.

(2) Every ballot shall contain the name of every candidate whose
nomination for any office specified in the ballot has been filed accord-
ing to the provisions of this title and no other names.

(3) All nominations of any party shall be placed under the title of
such party, and the name of each nominee shall be placed under the
designation of the office for which he has been nominated.

(4) There shall be a [J at the right of the name of each of its nomi-
nees so that a voter may clearly indicate the candidate or the candi-
dates for whom he wishes to cast his ballot. The square shall be one-
fourth of an inch. The size of type for the designation of the office
shall be nonpareil caps; that of the candidates not smaller than brevier
or larger than small pica caps and shall be connected with squares by
leaders.

(5) The list of candidates of the party whose candldate for president

of the United States received the highest number of votes from the
electors of this state in the preceding presidential election ‘shall be
placed in the first column of the left hand side of the ballot, the list of
candidates of the party whose candidate for president received the next
highest number of votes from the electors of this state in the preceding
presidential election shall be placed in the second column, and the
candidates of other political parties and independent candidates shall
follow in the order in which certificates of nomination have been filed
in the office of the secretary of state.

(6) No candidate's name shall appear more than once upon the bal-
lot, unless the name appears once for the office of precinct committee-
man, in which case the name may appear not more than twice:
Provided, That any candidate who has been nominated by two or more
political parties may, upon a written notice filed with the county audi-
tor at least twenty days before the election is to be held, designate the
political party under whose title he desires to have his name placed.

(7) Under the designation of the office if more than one candidate is
to be voted for there shall be indicated the number of candidates to
such office to be voted for at such election.

(8) Upon each official ballot a perforated line one-half inch from
the left hand edge of said ballot shall extend from the top of said ballot
towards the bottom of the same two inches thence to the left hand
edge of the ballot, and upon the space thus formed there shall be no
printing except the number of such ballot which shall be upon the back
of such space in such position that it shall appear on the outside when
the ballot is folded. The county auditor shall cause official ballots to be
numbered consecutively beginning with number one, for each separate
voting precinct.

(9) Official ballots for a given precinct shall not contain the names
of nominees for justices of the peace and constables of any other pre-
cinct except in cases of municipalities where a number of precincts
vote for the same nominee for justices of the peace and constables, and
in the latter case the ballots shall contain only the names to be voted
for by the electors of such precinct. Each party column shall be two
and five-eighths inches wide.

(10) If the election is in a year in which a president of the United
States is to be elected, in spaces separated from the balance of the
party tickets by a heavy black line, shall be the names and spaces for
voting for candidates for president and vice president. The names of
candidates for president and vice president for each political party
shall be grouped together, each group enclosed in brackets with one
three—eighths inch square to the right in which the voter indicates his
choice.

(11) On the top of each of said ballots and extending across the
party groups, there shall be printed instructions directing the voters
how to mark the ballot before the same shall be deposited with the
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judges of election. Next after the instructions and before the party
group shall be placed the questions of adopting constitutional amend-
ments or any other question authorized by law to be submitted to the
voters of such election. The arrangement of the ballot shall in general

conform as nearly as possible to the form hereinafter given.

Instructions: If you desire to vote for any candidate, place X in (J at

the right of the name of such candidate.
(Here place any state or local questions to be voted on.)

REPUBLICAN
PARTY

DEMOCRATIC
PARTY

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
(Name of candidate). }Cl

(Name of candidate). .

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
(Name of candidate). }D

(Name of candidate). .

UNITED STATES

UNITED STATES

SENATOR SENATOR
(Name of candidate)...(d | (Name of candidate)...
REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTATIVE

IN CONGRESS
3rd Congressional

IN CONGRESS
3rd Congressional

District District
(Name of candidate)...(d | (Name of candidate)...(]
GOVERNOR GOVERNOR
(Name of candidate)...(J | (Name of candidate)...O
LIEUTENANT LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR GOVERNOR
(Name of candidate)...(d | (Name of candidate)...(]
SECRETARY SECRETARY
OF STATE OF STATE
(Name of candidate)...O | (Name of candidate)...O
STATE STATE
TREASURER TREASURER
(Name of candidate)...( | (Name of candidate)...
STATE STATE
AUDITOR AUDITOR
(Name of candidate)...d | (Name of candidate)...O
ATTORNEY ATTORNEY
GENERAL GENERAL

(Name of candidate)...O

(Name of candidate)...(

COMMISSIONER OF
PUBLIC LANDS
(Name of candidate)...O

COMMISSIONER OF
PUBLIC LANDS
(Name of candidate)...O

INSURANCE
COMMISSIONER
(Name of candidate)...O

INSURANCE
COMMISSIONER
(Name of ‘candidate)...O

STATE SENATOR
(Ist District)
(Name of candidate)...O

STATE SENATOR
(Ist District)
(Name of candidate)...O

STATE
REPRESENTATIVE
(31st District)
Position No. 1
(Name of candidate)...O

STATE
REPRESENTATIVE
(31st District)
Position No. 1
(Name of candidate)...O

STATE STATE
REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTATIVE
(31st District) (31st District)
Position No. 2 ~ Position No. 2
(Name of candidate)... | (Name of candidate)...(]
STATE STATE
REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTATIVE
(31st District) (31st District)
Position No. 3 Position No. 3

(Name of candidate)...O

(Name of candidate)...O
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(Names of other candidates should follow on the ballot in the same
form.)

[1977 ex.s.c 329 § 14; 1971 c 18 § 1, 1965 ¢ 52 § 2; 1965 c 9 § 29-
.30.080. Prior: (i) 1947 ¢ 77§ 1;1935¢20§ 3; 1901 c 89 § 1; 1895 ¢
116 § 4, 1891 c 106 § 1; 1889 p 406 § 17, Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5274.
(ii) 1905 ¢ 39 § 1, part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part; RRS § 5272, part]

Reviser's note: RCW 29.30.080 was also repealed by 1977 exs. ¢
361 § 111, effective January 1, 1978, without cognizance of its
amendment by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 14.

29.30.080 General election ballots——Form. [1971 ¢ 18 § 1; 1965
c 528§ 2;1965c 9 § 29.30.080. Prior: (i) 1947 ¢ 77 § 1;1935¢ 20 § 3;
1901 ¢ 89 § 1;1895c 116 §4; 1891 c 106 § 1; 1889 p 406 § 17; Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 5274. (ii) 1905 c 39 § 1, part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part;
RRS § 5272, part.] Repealed by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 111, effective Jan-
uary 1, 1978.

Reviser's note: This section was also amended by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 §
14 without cognizance of the repeal thereof.

29.30.081 Paper ballots——General election——
Arrangement of instructions, measures, offices. (1) On
the top of each general election paper ballot and extend-
ing across the party groups, there shall be printed in-
structions directing the voters how to mark. the ballot,
including write—in votes, before the same shall be depos-
ited with the judges of election. Next after the instruc-
tions and before the offices shall be placed the questions
of adopting constitutional amendments or any other
state measure authorized by law to be submitted to the
voters of such election.

(2) All nominations of any party or group of petition-
ers shall be placed under the title of such party of peti-
tioners as designated by them in their certificate of
nomination or petition, and the name of each nominee
shall be placed under the designation of the office for
which he has been nominated.

(3) There shall be a [ at the right of the name of
each of its nominees so that a voter may clearly indicate
the candidate or the candidates for whom he wishes to
cast his ballot. ' g

(4) Under the designation of the office if more than
one candidate is to be voted for there shall be indicated
the number of candidates to such office to be voted for
at such election.

(5) If the election is in a year in which a president of
the United States is to be elected, in spaces separated
from the balance of the party tickets by a heavy black
line, shall be the names and spaces for voting for candi-
dates for president and vice president. The names of
candidates for president and vice president for each po-
litical party shall be grouped together, each group en-
closed in brackets with a single square to the right in
which the voter indicates his choice.

(6) All paper ballots for general elections shall be se-
quentially numbered, but done in such a way to permit
removal of such numbers by precinct election workers
without leaving any identifying marks on the ballot.
There shall be no printing on the back of the paper bal-
lots nor any mark thereon to distinguish them. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 60.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.
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29.30.091 Paper ballots——General election
Form of ballot. The arrangement of paper ballots used in
general elections shall in general conform as nearly as
possible to the following form:

GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
.......... County
(Date of election)

Instructions: If you desire to vote for any candidate,
place X in (J at the right of the name of such candidate.
If you desire to vote for or against any measure, place an
X in the appropriate [J following such measure. To vote
for a person not on the ballot, write the title of the office
and the name of the candidate in the space provided.

(Here place any state measures to be voted on.)

DEMOCRATIC OTHER
PARTY PARTY

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
(Name of candidate). }D

(Name of candidate). .
UNITED STATES UNITED STATES

SENATOR SENATOR
(Name of candidate)...d | (Name of candidate)...(]

REPUBLICAN
PARTY

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
(Name of candidate). }D

(Name of candidate). .

(Other partisan offices follow on the ballot in the same
form.)

NONPARTISAN OFFICES

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Vote for one
(name of candidate) ........... ]
(name of candidate) ........... d

JUSTICE OF STATE SUPREME COURT

POSITION ____.
Vote for one
(name of candidate) ........... d
(name of candidate) ........... d

(Other nonpartisan offices follow on the ballot in the
same form.)

(1977 ex.s. c 361 § 61.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.100 General election ballots——What names to appear. The
names of the persons certified as the nominees resulting from a pri-
mary election by the state canvassing board or the county canvassing
board shall be printed on the official ballot prepared for the ensuing
election.

No name of any candidate whose nomination at a primary is re-
quired by law shall be placed upon the ballot unless it appears upon
the certificate of either (1) the state canvassing board, or (2) the
county canvassing board, or (3) the state or county central committee
of a political party exercising its authority under RCW 29.18.160, to
fill a vacancy on its ticket. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 15; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30-
.100. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 9; prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 24, part; RRS § 5201,
part.]
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Reviser's note: RCW 29.30.100 was also repealed by 1977 exs. ¢
361 § 111, effective January 1, 1978, without cognizance of its
amendment by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 15.

29.30.100 General election ballots——What names to appear.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30.100. Prior: 1961 c 130 § 9; prior: 1907 c 209 § 24,
part; RRS § 5201, part.] Repealed by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 111, effective
January 1, 1978.

Reviser's note: This section was also amended by 1977 exs. ¢ 329
without cognizance of the repeal thereof.

29.30.101 General election ballot——Names qualified
to appear. The names of the persons certified as the
nominees resulting from a primary election by the secre-
tary of state or the county canvassing board shall be
printed on the official ballot prepared for the ensuing
election.

No name of any candidate whose nomination at a
primary is required by law shall be placed upon the bal-
lot unless it appears upon the certificate of either (1) the
secretary of state, or (2) the county canvassing board, or
(3) a minor party convention, or (4) of the state or
county central committee of a major political party to
fill a vacancy on its ticket occasioned by any cause on
account of which it is lawfully authorized so to do.

No person who has offered himself as a candidate for
the nomination of one party at the primary shall have
his name printed on the ballot of the succeeding general
election as the candidate of another political party.

No candidate's name shall appear more than once
upon the ballot, unless the name appears once for the
office of precinct committeeman, in which case the name
may appear not more than twice: Provided, That any
candidate who has been nominated by two or more po-
litical parties may, upon a written notice filed with the
county auditor within three days after the certification
of the canvass of the primary, designate the political
party under whose title he desires to have his name
placed. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 58.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.130 Expense of printing and distributing bal-
lots. The printing of ballots and cards of instruction for
electors and the delivery of the same to election officers
shall be a charge against the county, city, town or other
political subdivision by or for which the election is held.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30.130. Prior: 1889 p 400 § 1; RRS §
5269.]

Absentee service voters, reimbursement for costs of mailing: RCW

29.39.150.

Constituencies to bear all or share of election costs
recover: RCW 29.13.045.

Procedure to

29.30.140 Titles designating occupation prohibited.
See RCW 29.18.035.

29.30.150 Declaration of candidacy——Duplication
of names——Election ballots. See RCW 29.18.060.

29.30.160 Certification of measures generally——
Ballot titles. See RCW 29.27.060.
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29.30.165 Certification of measures generally——
Notice of ballot title to persons proposing measure. See
RCW 29.27.065.

29.30.167 Certification of measures generally——
Ballot title——Appeal to superior court. See RCW
29.27.067.

29.30.170 Destroying surplus ballots. See RCW
29.54.010.

29.30.180 United States presidential electors——
Nomination——What names on ballots——How
counted. See RCW 29.71.020.

29.30.190 United States constitutional amendment
conventions Delegates——Bzllots. See RCW
29.74.080.

29.30.200 Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——
Formulation by attorney general. See RCW 29.79.040.

29.30.201 Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——
Notice to proponents. See RCW 29.79.050.

29.30.203 Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——
Appeal to superior court. See RCW 29.79.060.

29.30.205 Initiative, referendum——Ballot title——
Mailed to proponents. See RCW 29.79.070.

29.30.207 Initiative, referendum——Referendum bills
by legislature——Ballot title. See RCW 29.79.260.

29.30.209 Initiative, referendum Substitute for
rejected initiative——Ballot title. See RCW 29.79.290.

29.30.211 Initiative, referendum——Printing ballot
titles on ballots——Order and form. See RCW
29.79.300.

29.30.213 Initiative, referendum——Printing provi-
sions on ballots for voting except on alternative measures.
See RCW 29.79.310.

29.30.215 Initiative, referendum——Printing provi-
sions on ballots for voting on alterrative measures. See
RCW 29.79.320.

29.30.220 Recall—Ballot synopsis. See RCW.

29.82.020.

29.30.221 Recall—Conduct of election——Form
of ballot. See RCW 29.82.130. :

29.30.230 Ballots——Counterfeiting or unlawful
possession. See RCW 29.85.010.

29.30.231 Ballots——Officer tampering with. See
RCW 29.85.020.

29.30.233 Ballots——Opening, disclosing choice of
voter. See RCW 29.85.030.
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29.30.235 Ballots——Unlawful printing or distribu-
tion. See RCW 29.85.040.

29.30.237 Ballots——Misleading voters in marking.
See RCW 29.85.050.

29.30.239 Certificates of nomination and ballots——
Fraud as to. See RCW 29.85.100.

29.30.240 Divulging ballot count
RCW 29.54.035.

Penalty. See

29.30.310 Voting devices——All elections——Ballot
pages——Uniformity, arrangement, contents re-
quired——Ballot cards. All ballot pages for primary,
general, or special elections in counties using voting de-
vices shall be uniform in color and size, shall be white,
and shall be printed in black ink. The first page shall be
identified at the top with the name of the election, the
county in which the ballot page is to be used, and the
date of the election. On the front of the first ballot page
or prominently displayed on each voting device to be
used at a primary, general, or special election, there
shall be printed instructions directing the voters how to
properly record a vote for any candidate and for or
against any measure. Beginning at the top of the left
hand column, at the left of the line shall appear the
name of the position for which the names to the imme-
diate right are candidates, and below the name of the
office or position the words, "Vote for", then the words
"One", "Two", or a spelled number designating how
many persons under that head are to be voted for. Im-
mediately to the right of the name of the office or posi-
tion shall come the names of all candidates for that
position, each followe¢d by the name of the political
party, if any, with which the candidate desires to affili-
ate or the word "nonpartisan”, with an arrow or other
notation at the right edge of the ballot page indicating
where the voter is to punch or otherwise mark his ballot
for that candidate. Each position with the names run-
ning for that office, shall be separated from the follow-
ing one by a bold line. All ballot cards for primary
elections shall be sequentially numbered, but done in
such a way to permit removal of such numbers by pre-
cinct election workers without leaving any identifying
marks on the ballot. There shall be no marks on the
ballot cards which would distinguish an individual vot-
er's ballot card from other ballot cards in the same pre-
cinct. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 33.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.320 Voting devices——Primary ballot Ar-
rangement of offices——Write-in candidate space. In
precincts using voting devices and on absentee ballots
designed to be tabulated on a vote tallying system, the
positions or offices on a state primary ballot shall be ar-
ranged in substantially the following order: United
States senator; United States representative; governor;
lieutenant governor; secretary of state; state treasurer;
state auditor; attorney general; commissioner of public
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lands; insurance commissioner; state senator; state rep-
resentative; county officers; superintendent of public in-
struction; justices of the supreme court; judges of the
court of appeals; judges of the superior court; and judges
of the district court. For all other jurisdictions appearing
[on] the primary ballot, the offices in each jurisdiction
shall be grouped together and be in the order of the po-
sition numbers assigned to those offices, if any. Unless
otherwise specified by law, the names shall be listed in
order of filing. There shall be blank spaces for writing in
the name of any candidate, if desired, on the ballot card
or envelope. [1977 exs. ¢ 361 § 34.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.330 Voting devices——Primary ballot page,
form. The form of a ballot page for a primary election
shall be substantially as follows:

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
__________ County
(Date of primary)

To vote for a candidate or for or against a measure,
punch through the ballot card in the hole to the RIGHT
of the measure or of the name of the person for whom
you desire to vote. To vote for a person not on the ballot,
write the title of the office, the name of the candidate,
and party affiliation if for a partisan office, in the space
provided on the ballot card or ballot envelope.

UNITED (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
STATES
SENATOR (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
Vote for one (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
UNITED (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
STATES
REPRESENTATIVE |(Name of candidate) (Party)—>
Vote for one (Name of candidate) (Party)—>

(and so on with the other officers in order.)

(1977 ex.s. c 361 § 35.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.340 Voting devices Primaries Rotating
names of candidates. In primary elections in precincts
where votes are cast on voting devices, unless otherwise
required, the names of candidates for each office or po-
sition shall be first arranged beside each office heading
in the order in which their declarations of candidacy
were filed. Additional sets of ballot pages for the voting
devices shall be printed in which the positions of the
names of all candidates for each such office or position
shall be changed as many times as there are candidates
in the office or position in which there are the greatest
number of names. In making the changes of position be-
tween each set of ballot pages, the candidates for each
such office in the first position under the office heading
shall be moved to the last position under that office
heading, and each other name shall be moved to the po-
sition previously occupied by the name of the preceding
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candidate under that office heading in the order of filing
for such office. After the required sets of ballot pages
are printed, they shall be allocated among the various
voting devices throughout the county in such a manner
that each rotation will be utilized by a nearly equal
number of registered voters. The maximum variation
between the number of registered voters allocated to any
two sets of rotated ballot pages shall not exceed ten per-
cent of the total number of registered voters in the
county, with the count taken at the close of the filing
period: Provided, That this ten percent restriction shall
not apply to counties with fewer than twenty—five pre-
cincts. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 36.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.350 Voting devices——Sample ballots. In
counties or portions of counties using absentee ballots
designed to be tabulated on a vote tallying system, on or
before the fifteenth day before a primary or an election,
the county auditor shall prepare sample ballots which he
shall display in a conspicuous place in his office for
public inspection. Sample ballots shall be substantially in
the same form as the official ballot pages but the names
of the candidates for each office shall be arranged
thereon in the order in which their declarations of can-
didacy were filed, except that the position of precinct
committeeman shall be shown on the general election
sample ballot only by a listing of the position itself, and
the names of candidates therefor need not be shown.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 37.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.360 Voting devices——Absentee ballots
Preparation——Time and number. In counties using ab-
sentee ballots designed to be tabulated on a vote tallying
system, at least twenty days before any primary, each
county auditor shall have prepared a sufficient number
of such absentee ballots for use by absentee voters.
(1977 exs. c 361 § 38.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.370 Voting devices——Ballot pages——Gen-
eral elections——Requirements. All ballot pages for
general elections shall be of the same size for each and
every precinct within a county, shall be of a good quality
paper, and the names shall be printed thereon in black
ink. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 39.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.380 Voting devices——General election
Order of candidates for each office——Write-in candi-
date space. Where voting devices are used, the candi-
dates for partisan offices shall be listed on the ballot
pages at the general election in the following manner:
The candidate or candidates of the major political party
which received the highest number of votes from the
electors of this state for the office of president of the
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United States at the last presidential election shall ap-
pear first beside the office heading, the candidate or
candidates of the other major political parties shall fol-
low according to the votes cast for their nominees for
president at the last presidential election, and the candi-
date or candidates of all other parties shall follow in the
order of their qualification with the secretary of state.
The candidates for nonpartisan offices shall be listed in
the manner otherwise provided by law. There shall be
blank spaces for writing in the name of any candidate, if
desired, on the ballot card or envelope. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361
§ 40.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.390 Voting devices——General election
Form of ballot pages. The arrangement of the ballot
pages used in general elections shall conform as nearly
as possible to the following form:

GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
__________ County
(Date of election)

To vote for a candidate or for or against a measure,
punch through the ballot card in the hole to the right of
the measure or of the name of the person for whom you
desire to vote. To vote for a person not on the ballot,
write the title of the office, the name of the candidate,
and party affiliation if for a partisan office, in the space
provided on the ballot card or ballot envelope.

(Here place any state measures to be voted on.)

(Name of candidate)
and (Party)—>
PRESIDENT (Name of candidate)
AND VICE
PRESIDENT (Name of candidate)
OF THE and (Party)—>
UNITED STATES |(Name of candidate)
Vote for one (Name of candidate)
and (Party)—>
(Name of candidate)
UNITED (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
STATES
SENATOR (Name of candidate) (Party)—>
Vote for one (Name of candidate) (Party)—>

(Other partisan offices follow on the ballot in the
same form.)

NONPARTISAN BALLOT

SUPERINTENDENT |
OF PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION

(Name of candidate) Nonpartisan—>

(Name of candidate) Nonpartisan—>

Vote for one
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JUSTICE OF THE
SUPREME COURT |[(Name of candidate)
POSITION.....

Nonpartisan—>

(Name of candidate) Nonpartisan—>

Vote for one

(Other nonpartisan offices follow on the ballot in
the same form.)

[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 41.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.410 . Voting machines Primary ballot la-
bels——Uniformity, arrangement, contents required. All
ballot labels for primary elections in counties using vot-
ing machines shall be uniform in color and size, shall be
white and printed in black ink. The following instruc-
tions shall be prominently displayed in the polling place:
"Move the handle of the machine to the RIGHT as far
as it will go and leave it there. To vote on measures, pull
the lever down over the 'Yes' or 'No' and leave it there.
To vote for a candidate, pull the lever down over the
name of each candidate you wish to vote for and leave it
there. Move the handle of the machine to the LEFT as
far as it will go and you have voted." Beginning at the
top of the left hand column, at the left of the line shall
appear the name of the position for which the names
beneath such designation are candidates, and below the
office designation the words, "Vote for", then the words
"One", "Two", or a spelled number designating how
many persons under that head are to be voted for. Below
this shall come the names of all candidates for that po-
sition, each followed by the name of the political party,
if any, with which the candidate desires to affiliate or
the word "nonpartisan”. Each position with the names
running for that office, shall be separated from the ad-
jacent ones by a bold line. [1977 exs. ¢ 361 § 42.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.420 Voting machines——Primary ballot——
Arrangement of offices——Write-in candidate space. In
precincts using voting machines the positions or offices
on a state primary ballot shall be arranged in substan-
tially the following order: United States senator; United
States representative; governor; lieutenant governor; sec-
retary of state; state treasurer; state auditor; attorney
general; commissioner of public lands; insurance com-
missioner; state senator; state representative; county of-
ficers; superintendent of public instruction; justices of
the supreme court; judges of the court of appeals; judges
of the superior court; and judges of the district court.
For all other jurisdictions appearing on the primary bal-
lot, the offices in each jurisdiction shall be grouped to-
gether and be in the order of the position numbers
assigned to those offices, if any. Unless otherwise speci-
fied by law, the names shall be listed in order of filing.
The voting machine shall provide blank spaces for writ-
ing in the name of any candidate, if desired. [1977 ex.s.
c 361 § 43.]
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.430 Voting machines Primary ballot, form.
The form of primary ballots in precincts where voting
machines are used shall be substantially as follows:

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
__________ County
(Date of primary)

(Here place any state or local measure to be voted
on.)

UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
e District
Vote for one

(Name of Candidate)

SENATOR

Vote for one

(Name of Candidate)

UNITED STATES ‘

(Party) (Party)
(Name of Candidate) (Name of Candidate)
(Party) (Party)
(Name of Candidate) (Name of Candidate)
(Party) (Party)

(Other offices follow to the right in order.)
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 44

Effective daie—%verability—l977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

.29.30.440 Voting machines Primaries Ro-
tating iames of candidates. In primary elections in pre-
cingts where votes are cast on voting machines, unless
otherwise required by law, the names of candidates for
each office or position shall be first arranged under each
office heading in the order in which their declarations of
candidacy were filed. Additional sets of ballot labels
shall be printed in which the positions of the names of
all candidates for each such office or position shall be
changed as many times as there are candidates in the
office or position in which there are the greatest number
of names. In making the changes of position between
each set of ballot labels, the candidates for each such
office in the first position under the office heading shall
be moved to the last position under that office heading,
and each other name shall be moved to the position pre-
viously occupied by the name of the preceding candidate
under that office heading in the order of filing for such
office. After the required sets of ballot labels are
printed, they shall be allocated among the various voting
machines throughout the county in such a’ manner that
each rotation will be utilized by a nearly equal number
of registered voters. The maximum variation between
the number of registered voters allocated to any two sets
of rotated ballot labels shall not exceed ten percent of
the total number of registered voters in the county, with
the count taken at the close of the filing period: Pro-
vided, That this restriction shall not apply to counties
with fewer than twenty—five precincts. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361
§45] :

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.
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29.30.450 Voting machines——Sample diagrams. In
counties or portions of counties using voting machines,
on or before the fifteenth day before a primary or an
election, the county auditor shall prepare a voting ma-
chine diagram which he shall display in a conspicuous
place in his office for public inspection. Voting machine
diagrams shall be substantially in the same form as the
official ballot labels, but the names of the candidates for
each office shall be arranged thereon in the order in
which their declarations of candidacy were filed, except
that the position of precinct committeeman shall be
shown on the general election voting machine diagram
only by a listing of the position itself, and the names of
candidates therefor need not be shown. Voting machine
diagrams shall also include instructions for write—in vot-
ing. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 46.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.460 Voting machines Ballot labels——
General election Requirements. All ballot labels for
use at a general election shall be of the same size for
each and every precinct within the county, shall be of a
good quality white paper, and the names shall be printed
thereon in black ink. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 47.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.470 Order of lists of candidates. The list of
candidates of the party whose candidate for president of
the United States received the highest number of votes
from the electors of this state in the preceding presiden-
tial election shall precede the list of candidates of the
party whose candidate for president of the United States
received the next highest number of votes from the elec-
tors of this state in the preceding presidential election,
and the candidates of other parties shall be placed in
subsequent rows in the order in which their certificates
of nomination have been filed. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 48.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.480 Voting machines——General election——
Arrangement of instructions, measures, offices. (1)
Prominently displayed in the polling place used at a
general election there shall be printed instructions di-
recting the voters how to operate the voting machine and
correctly indicate votes on issues and candidates, includ-
ing write—in votes. Next after the instructions and before
the offices shall be placed the questions of adopting con-
stitutional amendments or any other state or county
measures authorized by law to be submitted to the voters
of such election. Measures submitted by any jurisdiction
other than the state or county may be placed on the
same ballot labels as the state and county measures or
on separate ballot labels either immediately following
the state or county measures or in the position in which
offices in that jurisdiction would normally be located.

(2) All nominations of any party or group of petition-
ers shall be placed on the same row as the title of such
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party or petitioners as designated by them in their cer-
tificate of nomination or petition, and the name of each
nominee shall be placed under the designation of the of-
fice for which he has been nominated.

(3) There shall be a lever above the name of each
nominee so that a voter may clearly indicate the candi-
date or the candidates for whom he w1shes to cast his
vote.

(4) Under the designation of the OfflCC 1f more than
one candidate is to be voted for there shall be indicated
the number of candidates to such office to be voted for
at such election.

(5) If the election is in a year in which a president of
the United States is to be elected, in a column separated
from the balance of the party tickets by a heavy black
line, shall be the names of the candidates for president
and vice president. The names of candidates for presi-
dent and vice president for each political ‘party shall be
grouped together, each group enclosed in brackets with a
single lever above with which the voter indicates his
choice. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 49:]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.30.490 Voting machines——General election
Form of ballot labels. (1) Displayed within the voting
machine shall be instructions including the following: If
you desire to vote for any candidate, pull down the lever
above the name of such ‘candidate. If you desire to vote
for or against any measure, pull down the lever over the
"Yes" or "No" above such measure. To vote for a per-
son not on the ballot, write the name of the candidate in
the space provided.

(2) The arrangement of the ballot labels used in gen-
eral elections shall conform as nearly as possible to the
following form:

(Here place any state or local measures to be voted
on.).’

- PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
OF THE
UNITED STATES
Vote for one

UNITED STATES
SENATOR

Vote for one

(Name of candidate)
(Party)

(Names of candidates)
(Party)

(Name of candidate)
(Party)

(Names of candidates)
" (Party)

(Names of candidates) | (Name of candidate)
(Party) (Party)

(Other partisan offices follow to the right in the
same form.)

Nonpartisan offices appear on a separate portion of

the voting machine in the following form:
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SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

JUSTICE OF THE
SUPREME COURT
POSITION __._..

Vote for one Vote for one

(Name of candidate)

(Name of candidate)
Nonpartisan

Nonpartisan

(Name of candidate)

(Name of candidate)
Nonpartisan

Nonpartisan

[1977 exs. ¢ 361 § 50.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Chapter 29.33
VOTING MACHINES

Sections
29.33.010 Definitions.
29.33.015 Election defined.
29.33.020 Authority for use——Applicability of statutes, city
charters and ordinances.
29.33.030 State voting machine committee——Members.
29.33.040 State voting machine committee--——General duties.
29.33.050 State voting machine committee——Submitting ma-
chines, voting devices, or vote tally systems.
29.33.060 State voting machine commntee—Employces
authonzed
29.33.070 State voting machine committee Reports on ma-
chines, voting devices, or vote tallying systéms.
29.33.080 Reports on machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Transmittal to county commissioners and
county auditor. ”
29.33.090 Requirements of voting machines for approval.
29.33.100 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Authority for.
29.33.110 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Joint use and purchase authorized.
29.33.120 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Manner of :payment or rental..
29.33.130 Custodians. .
29.33.140  Chief custodian.
29.33.150 Preparation of machine for use.
29.33.160 General provisions for use.
29.33. 170 Exhibiting specimen machines.
29.33.180 Publication of diagrams.
29.33.190  Printed matter and supplies.
29.33.195 Additional supplies for voting machines.
29.33.197 Receipt for key to voting machine.
29.33.200  ‘Samples of printed matter provided for first elections.
29.33.210 Judges of election——Additional, when appointed.
29.33.220 Inspectors and judges of election——Instruction in use
) of voting machines——Compensation.
29.33.225 Inspection of voting machine.
29.33.230 Machines kept locked after election Exceptions.
29.33.240 Voting machine——Help in use.
29.33.243 Voting machine——When all voters do not vote on all
offices.
29.33.245 Voting machine——Periodic examination.
29.33.247 Voting machine——Out of order.
29.33.250 Voting machine count——Method.
29.33.251 Voting machine count——Verification and certification.
29.33.253  Voting machine count——Public announcement.
29.33.255 Voting machine count——Closing machines——Deliv-
ery of key.
29.33.260 Recanvass of machine votes——Authorized——
) Procedure.
29.33.263 Recanvass of machine votes——Notice——Represen-
tation——Relocking.
29.33.265 Recanvass of machine votes——Procedure to test

counting mechanism-——Statement.
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29.33.280 Officers where voting machines are used——Violations
at the polls.
29.33.290 Voting machines——Tampering with Extra keys.

County superintendents and state superintendent, ballot arrangement
where voting machines: RCW 29.21.085.

Procedure upon challenge——Canvass of challenged vote: RCW
29.59.040.

Time allowed each voter to vote: RCW 29.51.220.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.010 Definitions. The following words used in
this chapter have the meaning given them in this section:

(1) "Ballot label” means the paper containing the
names of offices and candidates and the statements of
propositions to be voted upon;

(2) "Candidate counters”" and "question counters"
mean the counters on which are registered the votes cast
for candidates and on questions respectively;

(3) "Public counter” means a counter or other device,
which shall at all times publicly indicate how many
times the machine has been voted on at an election;

(4) "Protective counter” or "protective devices"
means a counter or device that will register each time
the machine is operated and shall be so constructed, and
so connected that it cannot be reset, altered or operated,
except by operating the machine;

(5) "Diagram" means illustration of a voting machine
complete with ballot labels prepared for a particular
election or primary;

(6) "Irregular ballot" means a ballot cast by means of
a voting machine by the use of a label which is a ballot
label with no printing thereon;

(7) "Statement of canvass" means a statement in
book form of the votes cast upon a voting machine to-
gether with suitable certificates of correctness or, if the
voting machine is equipped with printed election returns
mechanism, the printed returns therefrom, together with
suitable certificates thereon;

(8) "Vote indicator" means the lever over each ballot
label;

(9) "Voting machine booth" means the inclosure oc-
cupied by a voter while operating a voting machine;

(10) "Printed election returns” means the papers,
original and duplicates, which are produced by the vot-
ing machine after the close of the polls and which have
imprinted and inscribed thereon the complete record of
votes cast in the election in the precincts where voting
machines equipped with printed election returns mecha-
nism are used. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.010. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195
§ 2; prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 3, part; RRS § 5302, part.]

29.33.015 Election defined. "Election” when used in
this chapter shall include primaries, general and special
elections except where the context indicates otherwise.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.015. Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 1, part; RRS §
5300, part.]

29.33.020 Authority for use Applicability of
statutes, city charters and ordinances. At all elections,
ballots or votes may be cast, registered, recorded and
counted by means of voting machines, paper ballots,
ballot cards, voting devices and vote tallying systems.
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The provisions of all statutes, charters and ordinances
relating to elections and primaries shall apply to the use
of voting machines, paper ballots, ballot cards, voting
devices and vote tallying systems insofar as they are
consistent with the provisions of *this 1967 amendatory
act; insofar as they are inconsistent, they shall be of no
force and effect in precincts where voting machines, pa-
per ballots, ballot cards, voting devices and vote tallying
systems are used. [1967 ex.s. c 109 § 12; 1965¢c 9 § 29-
.33.020. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 58 § 1, part; RRS § 5300,
part. (ii) 1913 ¢ 58 § 18; RRS § 5318.]

*Reviser's note: This 1967 amendatory act [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109] con-
sisted of the enactment of chapter 29.34 RCW, RCW 29.36.120, 29-
.36.130, and 29.36.140 and the amendment of RCW 29.04.040,
29.10.080, 29.33.020, 29.33.040 through 29.33.080, 29.33.100, 29.33-

.110, 29.33.120, 29.51.060, 29.51.170, 29.54.043, 29.54.070, 29.59.040,
29.65.030, and 29.85.160.

Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.030 State voting machine committee
Members. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) The secretary
of state, the state superintendent of public instruction
and the insurance commissioner, ex officio, shall consti-
tute the state voting machine committee. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.33.030. Prior: 1921 ¢ 7 § 11, part; RRS § 10769,
part.]

Reviser's note——Sunset Act application: The state voting machine
committee has been terminated, effective June 30, 1981, under chapter
43.131 RCW, the Sunset Act. See RCW 43.131.233. RCW 29.33.030
through 29.33.100, 29.34.080, and 29.34.090 have been repealed, ef-
fective June 30, 1982, under RCW 43.131.234.

29.33.040 State voting machine committee——Gen-
eral duties. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) The state
voting machine committee shall examine all voting ma-
chines, voting devices and vote tally systems submitted
to it and determine whether they conform to the statu-
tory requirements and appropriate administrative rules
and regulations issued by the secretary of state and can
be safely used by voters. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 13;1965¢c 9
§ 29.33.040. Prior: (i) 1913 c 58 § 2, part; RRS § 5301,
part. (ii) 1921 ¢ 7 § 11, part; RRS § 10769, part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.050 State voting machine committee——Sub-
mitting machines, voting devices, or vote tally systems.
(Effective until June 30, 1982.) Any owner of a voting
machine, voting device or vote tally system or any person
or corporation interested therein may submit it to the
state voting machine committee for examination and the
committee must publicly examine and report upon the
voting machine, voting device or vote tally system so
submitted. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 14; 1965 c 9 § 29.33.050.
Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 2, part; RRS § 5301, part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.060 State voting machine committee——Em-
ployees authorized. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) The
voting machine committee may employ not more than
three experts in one or more of the fields of mechanical
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or electrical engineering, or data processing machinery
to assist it in examining the voting machines, voting de-
vices or vote tally systems. Such experts shall receive
reasonable compensation in an amount to be established
by the committee in its discretion to be paid by the per-
son or corporation who submits the voting machine, vot-
ing device or vote tally system for examination. [1967
ex.s.c 109 § 15; 1965 c 9 § 29.33.060. Prior: 1913 c 58
§ 2, part; RRS § 5301, part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.070 State voting machine committee——Re-
ports on machines, voting devices, or vote tallying sys-
tems. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) Within thirty days
after completing the examination of a voting machine,
voting device or vote tally system, the voting machine
committee shall make and file with the secretary of state
its report thereon together with such description, draw-
ings, and photographs as will clearly identify the voting
machine, voting device or vote tally system examined
and the operation thereof. [1967 ex.s. c 109 § 16; 1965 ¢
9 § 29.33.070. Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 2, part; RRS § 5301,
part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.

Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.080 Reports on machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Transmittal to county commis-
sioners and county auditor. (Effective until June 30,
1982.) Within ten days after receiving a report on a vot-
ing machine, voting device or vote tally system from the
state voting machine committee, the secretary of state
shall send a copy thereof to the board of county com-
missioners and county auditor of each county, and to all
other persons upon request.

Only voting machines, voting devices and vote tally
systems which have the approval of the state voting ma-
chine committee may be used for conducting any elec-
tion, but any change or improvement thereon that does
not impair their accuracy, efficiency, or capacity may be
made without the necessity of a reexamination or reap-
proval. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 17; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.080.
Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 2, part; RRS § 5301, part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.090 Requirements of voting machines for ap-
proval. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) No voting ma-
chine shall be approved by the state voting machine
committee unless it is constructed so as to fulfill the fol-
lowing requirements:

(1) It shall secure to the voter secrecy in the act of
voting;

(2) It shall provide facilities for voting for the candi-
dates of as many political parties or organizations as
may make nominations, and for or against as many
measures as may be submitted;

(3) Except at primary elections the voting devices for
the candidates shall be arranged in separate parallel
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party lines, one or more lines for each party and in par-
allel office rows transverse thereto;

(4) It shall permit the voter to vote for any person for
any office that he shall have the right to vote for but
none other;

(5) It shall permit the voter to vote for all the candi-
dates of one party or in part for the candidates of one
party and in part for the candidates of one or more other
parties;

(6) It shall permit the voter to vote for as many per-
sons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to vote for
but no more;

(7) It shall prevent the voter from voting for the same
person more than once for the same office;

(8) It shall permit the voter to vote for or against any
measure he may have the right to vote on but none
other;

(9) It shall correctly register or record all votes cast
for any and all persons and for or against any and all
measures;

(10) It shall be provided with a lock or locks by which
all operation of the registering mechanism can be pre-
vented as soon as the polls of the election are closed;

(11) It shall be provided with a protective counter
whereby any operating or tampering with the machine
before or after the election will be detected;

(12) It shall be provided with a counter which will
show at all times during an election how many persons
have voted;

(13) It shall be provided with a mechanical model, il-
lustrating the manner of voting on the machine suitable
for the instruction of voters;

(14) It shall be provided with one device for each
party for voting for the presidential and vice presidential
candidates of said party in the years in which said offi-
cers are elected. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.090. Prior: 1935 ¢ 20
§ 4, 1913 ¢ 58 § 4; RRS § 5303.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.

29.33.100 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Authority for. (Effective until
June 30, 1982.) The governing body of any public corpo-
ration may adopt and provide for the use of voting ma-
chines, and/or voting devices and vote tallying systems
approved by the state voting machine committee in any
or all of the election precincts thereof. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109
§ 20; 1965 c 9 § 29.33.100. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 3; prior:
1915 ¢ 114 § 1, part; 1913 c 58 § 5, part; RRS § 5304,
part.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.
Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.110 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Joint use and purchase author-
ized. In purchasing or leasing voting machines, and/or
voting devices and vote tallying systems, the board of
county commissioners of a county, and the governing
body of one or more of the public corporations within or
without the state may enter into an agreement to provide
for the joint purchase and subsequent ownership thereof
and/or for the care, maintenance and use of the same.
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(1967 ex.s. c 109 § 21; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.110. Prior: 1913
c 58§ 17; RRS § 5317.]

Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.120 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems Manner of payment or rental.
The governing body of a public corporation for the pur-
pose of paying for or leasing voting machines, and/or
voting devices and vote tallying systems may provide for
the payment or rental thereof in such manner as it may
deem for its best interest, may issue or sell at not less
than par negotiable obligations bearing interest at a rate
not to exceed six percent per annum and may make their
payment a charge upon the corporation or may pay for
the same in cash out of its general or current expense
fund or otherwise; and may contract for the purchase of
such machines with regard to price, manner of purchase
and time of payment as to it shall seem proper, and in
estimating the amount of taxes for the general or current
expense fund, if any, such amount shall be added, ex-
tending over such time as may be required to pay for
such machines. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 22; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.33.120. Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 6; RRS § 5305.]

Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.33.130 Custodians. The county auditor of a
county, the city clerk, or proper officer of a district, in
which voting machines are to be used shall cause them
to be properly prepared therefor; and for that purpose
shall employ for such time as is necessary one or more
competent persons who shall be election officers known
as the voting machine custodians. Voting machine cus-
todians shall be sworn to perform their duties honestly
and faithfully, and shall be paid for the time actually
spent in the discharge of their duties. One custodian
shall be employed for each twenty machines; if more
than one is employed they shall be selected from the po-
litical parties entitled to representation on a board of
election officers. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.130. Prior: 1955 ¢
323 § 2; prior: 1935 c 85 § 1, part; 1919 c 163 § 23,
part; 1915 c 114 § 5, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 10, part; RRS §
5309, part.]

Out of order machines, custodian to repair or substitute another ma-

chine for: RCW 29.51.160.

Recanvass of machine votes Procedure to test counting mecha-
nism——Statement: RCW 29.62.070.

29.33.140 Chief custodian. The county auditor of a
county, the clerk of a city or district, having two hun-
dred voting machines or more, shall appoint a perma-
nent employee who shall be a competent mechanic. He
shall be known as the chief custodian of voting ma-
chines, shall be sworn to perform his duties honestly and
faithfully, and shall furnish a corporate surety bond in
the sum of five thousand dollars for the honest and
faithful performance of his duties. His salary shall be set
by the board of county commissioners, paid out of the
current expense fund of the county or the general fund
of the city or district, as the case may be.

The chief custodian of voting machines shall supervise
the work of all other voting machine custodians, and
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shall instruct and supervise them and have general
charge of the preparation and approval of voting ma-
chines for elections.

He shall also have charge of the instruction schools
for election officials, and of the procuring and rental of
all polling places in precincts where voting machines are
to be used. He shall have continuous charge of the
maintenance, upkeep and care of the voting machines in
his jurisdiction. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.140. Prior: 1955 ¢ 323
§ 3; prior: 1935 ¢ 85 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 163 § 23, part;
1915c 114 § 5, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 10, part; RRS § 5309,
part.]

29.33.150 Preparation of machine for use. In pre-
paring a voting machine for an election, the custodian
shall arrange the machine and labels therefor according
to the printed directions furnished by the auditor or
clerk so that it will in every particular meet the require-
ments for voting and counting at such elections, thor-
oughly test same, and certify thereto to the said auditor
or clerk. A voting machine may be so arranged for an
election that the names of candidates nominated inde-
pendently may be placed in the same party row with
those nominated by a major political party, if such plac-
ing does not prevent such independently nominated can-
didates from being voted for individually. It may also be
so arranged that candidates nominated independently, or
by political organizations which nominated but one can-
didate, are placed in the same party row and voted for
individually; in which event the party voting device of
the party row shall be locked against movement, and the
political designation of each candidate shall be printed
upon the ballot labels in connection with his name. The
auditor or clerk shall direct the arrangement of all ballot
labels on a voting machine in case of nonpartisan pri-
maries and elections in cities of the first class operating
under freeholders' charters, so that the arrangement of
the names of candidates shall conform as nearly as
practicable to the provisions for the arrangement of
names on paper ballots. In all other cases of nonpartisan
primaries and elections, and in all cases of party pri-
maries and elections, the arrangement of names of can-
didates upon the ballot labels shall conform as nearly as
practicable to the statutory provisions for the arrange-
ment of names on paper ballots.

After being prepared for a primary or an election,
each machine shall be examined by the auditor or clerk,
and if it was prepared in accordance with law for use
thereat, he shall file a certificate thereof in his office.
The custodian shall cause all voting machines to be
delivered to the polling places in charge of an authorized
official who shall certify to their delivery in good order
on the certificate furnished therefor. After such delivery
the auditor or clerk shall provide proper protection
therefor. The custodian shall provide a lantern or proper
light for every machine, which light shall be in good or-
der and give sufficient light to enable voters while in the
booth to read the ballot labels, and suitable for use by
the election officers in examining the counters. [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.33.150. Prior: 1955 ¢ 323 § 4; prior: 1935¢ 85 § 1,
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part; 1919 ¢ 163 § 23, part; 1915 ¢ 114 § 5, part; 1913 ¢
58 § 10, part; RRS § 5309, part.]

29.33.160 General provisions for use. General provi-
sions with reference to use of voting machines are:

(1) The list of offices and candidates and the state-
ments of measures when properly arranged and affixed
by ballot labels to a voting machine shall be deemed an
official ballot.

(2) A "diagram" as in this chapter defined shall be
deemed a sample ballot.

(3) The protective counter on a voting machine must
be so constructed that it cannot be reset, altered, or op-
erated except by operating the machine in the manner it
is operated when actually voting.

(4) Statements of canvass take the place of tally—
keepers, statements, and returns provided for in connec-
tion with voting in precincts where voting machines are
not used.

(5) Not later than forty days before any primary or
election, for the purpose of using one or more voting
machines therein, the election authority may create,
unite, combine or divide election precincts. More than
one voting machine may be used in the same precinct.
There shall be at least one machine in each precinct:
Provided, That where precincts have been combined un-
der the provisions of this chapter, there shall be used at
such combined polling place a number of voting ma-
chines no less than the number of precincts so combined.

(6) No voting machine shall be used at any election
unless each party voting device thereon is locked against
movement, and the machine has been prepared in such a
way that the voter cannot by a single operation vote for
all the candidates of one party. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.160.
Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 4; prior: 1955 ¢ 323 § 5. (i) 1913 ¢
58 § 3, part; RRS § 5302, part. (ii) 1915c 114 § 1, part;
1913 ¢ 58 § 5, part; RRS § 5304, part. (iii) 1947 ¢ 77 §
3, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5318-1.]

Combining or dividing precincts——County, city, town, district elec-
tions: RCW 29.04.055.

29.33.170 Exhibiting specimen machines. Before each
election at which voting machines are to be used the
custodian shall place on public exhibition a suitable
number of machines for the proper instruction of voters.
Such machines shall be so arranged and so equipped
with ballot labels as to best illustrate the method of vot-
ing at that election, and so far as practical shall contain
the names of the offices to be filled, the names of the
candidates to be voted for, together with their proper
party designations, in case of party elections, and state-
ments of the measures to be voted on. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.33.170. Prior: 1915 c 114 § 3, part; 1913 c 58 § 8, part;
RRS § 5307, part.]

29.33.180 Publication of diagrams. Not more than
ten nor less than three days before each election at
which voting machines are to be used the board or offi-
cer charged with the duty of providing ballots shall pub-
lish in newspapers representing at least two political
parties a diagram of reduced size showing the face of the
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voting machine after the official ballot labels are ar-
ranged thereon, together with illustrated instructions
how to vote and a statement of the locations of voting
machines which are on public exhibition. Diagrams of
voting machines used at general elections held in even—
numbered years shall show the position of precinct com-
mitteeman, but need not list the names of candidates
therefor. In lieu of publication thereof, the board or of-
ficer may send by mail or otherwise at least three days
before the elections a printed copy of the diagram to
each registered voter. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 62; 1965c 9 §
29.33.180. Prior: 1915 ¢ 114 § 3, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 8,
part; RRS § 5307, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Posting of diagrams: RCW 29.48.060 and 29.48.080(3).

29.33.190 Printed matter and supplies. The board or
officer charged with the duty of providing ballots shall
provide for each voting machine for each election the
following printed matter and supplies:

(1) Suitable printed or written directions to the custo-
dian for testing and preparing the voting machines for
the election;

(2) One certificate on which the custodian can certify
that he has properly tested and prepared the voting ma-
chine for the election;

(3) One certificate on which some person other than
the custodian can certify that the voting machine has
been examined and found to have been properly pre-
pared for the election;

(4) One certificate on which the party representatives
can certify that they have witnessed the testing and
preparation of the machines;

(5) One certificate on which the deliverer of the ma-
chines can certify that he has delivered the machines to
the polling places in good order;

(6) One card stating the penalty for tampering with or
injuring a voting machine;

(7) Two seals for sealing a voting machine;

(8) One envelope in which the keys to the voting ma-
chine can be sealed and delivered to the election officers,
said envelope to have printed or written thereon the des-
ignation and location of the election precinct in which
the machine is to be used, the number of the machine,
the number shown on the protective counter thereof af-
ter the machine has been prepared for the election and
the number or other designation on such seal as the ma-
chine is sealed with; said envelope to have attached to it
a detachable receipt for the delivery of the keys to the
voting machine to the inspector of election;

(9) One envelope in which the keys to the voting ma-
chine can be returned by the inspector of election;

(10) One card stating the name and telephone address
of the custodian on the day of election;

(11) One statement of canvass on which the election
officers can report the canvass of the votes as shown on
the voting machine together with other necessary infor-
mation relating to the election;

(12) Two diagrams;
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(13) Five suitable printed instructions to the inspector
of election;

(14) Three notices to inspectors and judges of election
to attend the instruction meetings;

(15) Three certificates that the inspector and judges
of an election have attended the instruction meeting,
have received the necessary instruction, and are qualified
to conduct the election with the machine;

(16) A sufficient number of paper ballots or extra di-
agrams for use in case it shall be impossible to make use
of the voting machine in any such precinct or precincts;

(17) Three complete sets of the ballot labels; the bal-
lot labels shall be printed in black ink on clear white
material of such size and arrangements as to suit the
construction of the machine. The titles of the offices on
the ballot labels shall be printed in type as large as the
space for such office will reasonably permit, and where
more than one candidate can be voted for an office,
there shall be printed below the office title the words
"vote for any two,” or such number as the voter is law-
fully entitled to vote for out of the whole number of
candidates nominated.

The ballot labels for measures may contain a con-
densed statement of each measure to be voted on, ac-
companied by the words "Yes" and "No". [1965 c 9 §
29.33.190. Prior: 1935 ¢ 20 § 5, part; 1921 ¢ 178 § 6,
part; 1915 ¢ 114 § 2, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 7, part; RRS §
5306, part.]

Delivery of supplies, use of voting machines as affecting: RCW

29.48.030.

Destroying or defacing election supplies and notices: RCW 29.85.110.

29.33.195 Additional supplies for voting machines.
See RCW 29.48.040.

29.33.197 Receipt for key to voting machine. See
RCW 29.48.050.

29.33.200 Samples of printed matter provided for
first elections. Within a proper and reasonable time be-
fore the first election at which voting machines are used,
the secretary of state shall prepare samples of the
printed matter and supplies to be used in connection
with voting by voting machines. The samples must meet
the requirements and suit the construction of the ma-
chine to be used. One sample of each piece of material
must be furnished to the board or officer in charge of
the election in each public corporation in which voting
machines are to be used. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.200. Prior:
1935 ¢ 20 § S, part; 1921 ¢ 178 § 6, part; 1915¢c 114 §
2, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 7, part; RRS § 5306, part.)

29.33.210 Judges of election Additional, when
appointed. If more than one voting machine or voting
device is to be used in a precinct, as many additional
judges may be appointed as the county auditor deter-
mines are required for that primary or election. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 63; 1965 c 9 § 29.33.210. Prior: 1955 c 168
§ 2; prior: 1915 ¢ 114 § 4, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 9, part;
RRS § 5308, part.]
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Judges of election to act as clerks in precincts where voting machines
are used: RCW 29.45.020.

Precinct election officers: Chapter 29.45 RCW.

29.33.220 Inspectors and judges of election In-
struction in use of voting machines——Compensation.
Before each primary at which voting machines are to be
used, or more frequently as the custodian deems neces-
sary, the custodian shall instruct all inspectors and
judges of election who are to serve thereat in the use of
the machine and their duties in connection therewith.
The custodian may waive instructional requirements for
inspectors and judges of elections who previously have
been granted a certificate of proficiency and who have
served as precinct officers for a sufficient length of time
to be fully qualified to perform his or her duties in con-
nection with the machine: Provided, That any inspectors
and judges of elections for whom the instructional re-
quirements are waived may at their discretion take ad-
vantage of the instructional program outlined herein. He
shall give to each inspector and judge who has received
instruction and is fuily qualified to conduct the election
with a machine a certificate to that effect. For the pur-
pose of instruction, the custodian shall call such meet-
ings of the inspectors and judges as may be necessary.
As compensation for the time spent in receiving instruc-
tion each inspector .and judge who qualifies and serves in
the election shall receive an additional two hours' com-
pensation to be paid to him at the same time and in the
same manner. as compensation is paid him for his ser-
vices on election day. No inspector or judge of election
shall serve in any primary or general election at which a
voting machine is used unless he has received the re-
quired instruction and is fully qualified to perform his
duties in connection with the machine and has received a
certificate to that effect from the custodian of the ma-
chines: Provided, That this shall not prevent the ap-
pointment of an inspector or judge of election to fill a
vacancy in an emergency. [1977. ex.s. ¢ 361 § 64; 1975-
'76 2nd ex.s. c 46 § 4; 1973 c 102 § 1; 1971 ex.s.c 124 §
1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.220. Prior: 1955 c 168 § 3; prior:
1915 c 114 § 4, part; 1913 c 58 § 9, part; RRS § 5308,
part.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Severability——1971 ex.s. ¢ 124: "If any provision of this 1971
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1971 ex.s. ¢
124 § 3]

29.33.225 Inspection of voting machine. See RCW
29.48.080.

29.33.230 Machines kept locked after election
Exceptions. Except for reopening to make a recanvass,
the registering mechanism of each machine used in any
primary or election shall remain locked and sealed
against operation for thirty days following any state or
county primary or election and for eight days following
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any primary or election held by a city or other constitu-
ency not greater than a county. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.230.
Prior: 1917 ¢ 7 § 1, part; 1913 c 58 § 15, part; RRS §
5315, part.]

29.33.240 Voting machine
RCW 29.51.130 and 29.51.200.

Help in use. See

29.33.243 Voting machine When all voters do
not vote on all offices. See RCW 29.51.140.

29.33.245 Voting machine
See RCW 29.51.150.

Periodic examination.

29.33.247 Voting machine
RCW 29.51.160.

—Out of order. See

29.33.250 Voting machine count
RCW 29.54.090.

Method. See

29.33.251 Voting machine count——Verification and
certification. See RCW 29.54.100.

29.33.253 Voting machine count
nouncement. See RCW 29.54.110.

Public an-

29.33.255 Voting machine count——Closing ma-
chines——Delivery of key. See RCW 29.54.120.

29.33.260 Recanvass of machine votes——Author-
ized Procedure. See RCW 29.62.050.

29.33.263 Recanvass of machine votes——No-

tice——Representation Relocking. See RCW
29.62.060.
29.33.265 Recanvass of machine votes Procedure

to test counting mechanism——Statement. See RCW
29.62.070..

29.33.280 Officers where voting machines are
used Violations at the polls. See RCW 29.85.160.

29.33.290 Voting machines——Tampering with——
Extra keys. See RCW 29.85.260.

Chapter 29.34
VOTING DEVICES AND VOTE TALLYING

SYSTEMS

Sections

29.34.010 Definitions.

29.34.020 Authority for use——A pplicability of statutes, city
charters and ordinances.

29.34.030 State voting machine committee——General duties.

29.34.040 State voting machine committee——Submitting ma-
chines, voting devices, or vote tallying systems.

29.34.050 State voting machine committee——Employees
authorized.

29.34.060 State voting machine committee——Reports on ma-
chines, voting devices, or vote tallying systems.

29.34.070 Reports on machines, voting devices, or vote tallying

systems——Transmittal to county commissioners and
county auditor.
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29.34.080 Requirements of voting devices for approval.

29.34.090 Requirements of vote tallying systems for approval.

29.34.100 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Authority for.,

29.34.110 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Joint use and purchase authorized.

29.34.120 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or vote tallying
systems——Manner of payment or rental.

29.34.125 Ballot pages, contents and arrangement——Ballot

. cards, numbering.
29.34.130 Materials, supplies, and procedures——Secretary of
. state to prescribe.

29.34.140 Appointment of precinct election officers.

29.34.143 Instructional requirements——Inspectors and judges of
elections.

29.34.145 Instructional requirements——Counting center
personnel.

29.34.153 Counting center, location, direction and observation of
proceedings——Technical assistance from private ven-
dors, limitations——Duties of public officials.

29.34.157 Ballot card pick up, delivery, and transportation.

29.34.163 Vote tallying systems Programming tests.

29.34.167 Counting ballot cards——Official returns.

29.34.170 Guidance manuals.

29.34.180 Voting devices and vote tallying systems may be used in

all counties.
Challenge vote, procedure where vote tallying system used: RCW
29.59.040.

Violations at the polls by election officers where voting devices and
vote tallying systems are used: RCW 29.85.160.

Write—in voting, procedure when voting devices or ballot cards are
used: RCW 29.51.170.

29.34.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter:

(1) "Election" means all state, county, city, town, and
district elections, general or special, including primaries;

(2) "Voting device" means any device into which a
ballot card may be inserted and which is so designed and
constructed that the vote for any candidate or for and
against any measure may be indicated by punching or
marking the ballot card;

(3) "Vote tally system" means one or more machines
used for the purpose of automatically examining and
counting votes as cast by paper ballots or ballot cards.
Such apparatus may be operated manually, electrically,
or electronically and may include data processing
machines;

(4) "Precinct election officers” shall mean the inspec-
tors and judges as provided by chapter 29.45 RCW as it
now exists or may hereafter be amended;

(5) "Counting center” means a facility designated by
the county auditor for the operation of a vote tally sys-
tem on the day of a primary or election. [1977 exs. ¢
361 § 65; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 11.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.020 Authority for use——Applicability of stat-
utes, city charters and ordinances. See RCW 29.33.020.

29.34.030 State voting machine committee——Gen-
eral duties. See RCW 29.33.040.

29.34.040 State voting machine committee——Sub-
mitting machines, voting devices, or vote tallying systems.
See RCW 29.33.050.
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29.34.050 State voting machine committee——Em-
ployees authorized. See RCW 29.33.060.

29.34.060 State voting machine committee Re-
ports on machines, voting devices, or vote tallying sys-
tems. See RCW 29.33.070.

29.34.070 Reports on machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems Transmittal to county commis-
sioners and county auditor. See RCW 29.33.080.

29.34.080 Requirements of voting devices for ap-
proval. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) No voting device
shall be approved by the state voting machine committee
unless it is constructed so that it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Provides facilities for voting for the candidate of
as many political parties or organizations as may make
nominations, and for or against as many measures as
may be submitted;

(3) Permits the voter to vote for any person for any
office and upon any measure that he has the right to
vote for;

(4) Permits the voter to vote for all the candidates of
one party or in part for the candidates of one or more
other parties;

(5) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all
persons and for or against any and all measures;

(6) Provides that a vote for more than one candidate
cannot be cast by one single operation of the voting de-
vice or vote tally system except when voting for presi-
dent and vice president of the United States;

(7) Lists all candidates for any office in every primary
and election, special or general. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 66;
1971 ex.s.c 6 § 1; 1967 ex.s. c 109 § 18.]

Sunset A ct application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Severability——1971 ex.s. ¢ 6: "If any provision of this 1971 amen-
datory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to
other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1971 ex.s.c 6 § 3.]

29.34.090 Requirements of vote tallying systems for
approval. (Effective until June 30, 1982.) No vote tally-
ing system shall be approved by the state voting machine
committee unless it is constructed so that it is:

(1) Capable of correctly counting votes on ballots or
ballot cards on which the proper number of votes have
been marked for any office or question or issue that has
been voted;

(2) Capable of ignoring the votes marked for any of-
fice or question or issue where more than the allowable
number of votes have been marked, but shall correctly
count the properly voted portions of the ballot or ballot
card;

(3) Capable of accumulating a count of the specific
number of ballots or ballot cards tallied for a precinct,
accumulating total votes by candidate for each office,
and accumulating total votes for and against each ques-
tion and issue of the ballots or ballot cards tallied for a
precinct;
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(4) Capable of accommodating rotation of candidates'
names on the ballot or ballot card, provided that all bal-
lots or ballot cards from one precinct shall be of the
same rotation sequence;

(5) Capable of automatically producing precinct totals
in either printed, marked, or punched form, or combina-
tions thereof. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 19.]

Sunset Act application: See note following RCW 29.33.030.

29.34.100 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Authority for. See RCW
29.33.100.

29.34.110 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Joint use and purchase author-
ized. See RCW 29.33.110.

29.34.120 Purchase of machines, voting devices, or
vote tallying systems——Manner of payment or rental.
See RCW 29.33.120.

29.34.125 Ballot pages, contents and arrange-
ment Ballot cards, numbering. (1) On the front of
the first ballot page or prominently displayed on each
voting device to be used at a general election, there shall
be printed instructions directing the voters how to prop-
erly record a vote for any candidate and for or against
any measure, including write—in votes. After the instruc-
tions and before the offices shall be placed the questions
of adopting constitutional amendments or any other
state measure authorized by law to be submitted to the
voters of such election.

(2) All nominations of any party or group of petition-
ers shall be indicated by the title of such party or peti-
tioners as designated by them in their certificate of
nomination or petition, following the name of such can-
didate, and the name of each nominee shall be placed
beside the designation of the office for which he has
been nominated.

(3) There shall be an arrow or other notation at the
right edge of the ballot page opposite the name of each
candidate indicating where the voter is to punch or
otherwise mark his ballot card for that candidate.

(4) Under the designation of the office, if more than
one candidate is to be voted for there shall be indicated
the number of candidates to such office to be voted for
at such election.

(5) If the election is in a year in which a president of
the United States is to be elected, in spaces separated
from the balance of the party tickets by a heavy black
line, shall be the names and spaces for voting for candi-
dates for president and vice president. The names of
candidates for president and vice president for each po-
litical party shall be grouped together, each group en-
closed in brackets with a single arrow or other notation
to the right.

(6) All ballot cards for general elections shall be se-
quentially numbered, but done in such a way to permit
removal of such numbers by precinct election workers
without leaving any identifying marks on the ballot.
There shall be no printing on the back of the ballot
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cards nor any mark thereon to distinguish an individual
voter's ballot card from other ballot cards from the same
precinct. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 67.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.130 Materials, supplies, and procedures——
Secretary of state to prescribe. (1) Pursuant to RCW
29.04.080, the secretary of state shall by appropriate
regulation devise and prescribe the form, size, weight of
paper or material, kind of ballot cards, ballot page for-
mats, procedures for conducting logic and accuracy tests
of computer programs, and other materials and supplies
and procedures necessary in the use of voting devices or
vote tally systems as provided in this chapter and in the
process of counting and tabulating the ballots by me-
chanical, electrical, or electronic devices or equipment.

(2) The secretary of state shall follow the provisions
of the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.04
RCW, in adopting the rules and regulations authorized
by this chapter. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 68; 1967 exs. ¢ 109
§ 23]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.140 Appointment of precinct election officers.
The appointment of election officers to serve precincts at
which ballot cards and voting devices are used shall be
in the same manner as the appointment of precinct elec-
tion officers to serve paper ballot precincts as provided
in chapter 29.45 RCW. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 24.]

29.34.143 Instructional requirements——Inspectors
and judges of elections. Before each primary at which
voting devices are to be used, or more frequently as he
deems necessary, the county auditor or other election
official shall instruct all inspectors and judges of elec-
tions who are to serve at that primary or general election
in the use of the voting devices and their duties in con-
junction with the conduct of that primary or election.

The auditor may waive instructional requirements for
inspectors and judges of elections who previously have
been granted a certificate of proficiency and who have
served as precinct officers for a sufficient length of time
to be fully qualified to perform their duties in connection
with the voting device: Provided, That any inspectors
and judges of elections for whom the instructional re-
quirements are waived may at their discretion take ad-
vantage of the instructional program outlined herein. He
shall give to each inspector or judge who has received
instruction and is qualified to conduct the primary or
election with the voting devices, a certificate to that ef-
fect. For the purpose of instruction, the county auditor
or other election officials shall call such meetings of the
inspectors or judges as may be necessary. As compensa-
tion for the time spent in receiving instruction each in-
spector or judge who qualifies and serves at the
subsequent primary or election shall receive an addi-
tional two hours compensation, to be paid to him at the
same time and in the same manner as compensation is
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paid him for his services on the day of the primary or
election. No inspector or judge of election shall serve at
any primary or general election at which voting devices
are used unless he has received the required instruction
and is qualified to perform his duties in connection with
voting devices and has received a certificate to that ef-
fect from the county auditor or other election official:
Provided, That this shall not prevent the appointment of
an inspector or judge of election to fill a vacancy in an
emergency. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 69.] ’

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.145 Instructional requirements——Counting
center personnel. Before each state primary or general
election at which a vote tallying system is to be used, or
more frequently as he deems necessary, the county audi-
tor or other election official shall, during the day of the
election, instruct all counting center personnel, including
political party observers, who are to serve at that pri-
mary or election in their duties in connection with the
handling and tallying of ballots for that primary or elec-
tion. No person shall serve as an election worker in the
counting center at any primary or election at which a
vote ‘tallying system is used unless he has received the
required instruction and is qualified to perform his du-
ties in connection with the handling and tallying of bal-
lots for that primary or election. No person shall serve
as a political party observer unless he has received the
required instruction and is familiar with the operation of
the vote tallying system and the procedures to be em-
ployed to verify the accuracy of the programming for
that vote tallying system. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 70.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.153 Counting center, location, direction and
observation of proceedings Technical assistance from
private vendors, limitations——Duties of public officials.
The county auditor shall determine the location of the
counting center for each vote tallying system under his
jurisdiction and the number of ballot card precincts as-
signed to each. Such facility may be located wherever in
the judgment of the county auditor best serves the
voters.

All proceedings at the counting center shall be under
the direction of the county auditor and under the obser-
vation of at least two observers, who shall not be from
the same political party, appointed by the county chair-
man of the respective major political party. Such pro-
ceedings shall be open to the public, but no persons
except those employed and authorized for the purpose
shall touch any ballot card or ballot container.

Technical assistance from private vendors to the
county auditor shall be limited to advice and assistance
in the training of precinct election officers and counting
center personnel and the development of instructional
materials for use in such training, routine maintenance
and repair service on the voting devices and vote tallying
systems, and any emergency assistance required due to
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the mechanical failure of any voting device or vote tal-
lying system. Private vendors may provide the compila-
tion of computer programs and preparation of office and
report files according to the specifications established by
the county auditor for a specific primary or election. All
precinct program cards shall be prepared by the county
auditor or the staff of his office. Ballot layout functions
are to be performed by the secretary of state for federal
offices and state—wide measures and offices, and by the
county auditor for all other measures and offices. [1977
ex.s. c 361 § 71.] :

Effective date——Severability—i977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.157 Ballot card pick up, delivery, and transpor-
tation. At the direction of the county auditor, a repre-
sentative of each major political party shall together stop
at each designated polling place and pick up the sealed
containers containing the voted ballot cards for delivery
to the counting center. There may be as many as two
such stops at each polling place, but the first stop may
not be made prior to 2:00 p.m. and the second stop may
not be made until after the polls have been closed to
voting.

The procedure for transporting voted ballot cards
from the respective polling places to the counting center
or to predesignated collection stations shall include, but
not be limited to, the following measures:

(1) On the day of the primary or election in precincts
where ballots are cast on voting devices, two precinct
election officials, one representing each major political
party, shall place all voted ballots in noncombustible,
water resistant ballot containers, furnished by the county
auditor and properly identified with his mailing address,
and seal the containers with prenumbered seals. The
precinct election officials of each major political party or
representative of each major political party designated
by the county auditor to deliver such ballots shall trans-
port the sealed ballot containers to the counting center
or to a predesignated collection station in an enclosed
vehicle, making certain that all doors and windows
thereof other than those windows necessary for adequate
ventilation are closed and locked.

(2) At the counting center or the collection stations
where the sealed ballot containers are delivered by the
designated representatives of the major political parties,
the county auditor or his designated representative shall
receive the sealed ballot containers with the voted ballot
cards enclosed, record the time and date together with
each precinct and seal number, and complete signed re-
ceipts indicating the time, date, and precinct and seal
number of each ballot container received, and give a
copy of such receipt to the representatives delivering the
ballot containers as such containers are received.

(3) If the ballot containers are delivered to the collec-
tion station instead of being delivered directly to the
counting center, the county auditor or his designated
representative shall transfer such election containers to
the counting center in an enclosed vehicle, making cer-
tain that all doors and windows thereof other than those
windows necessary for adequate ventilation are closed
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and locked. All ballots being so transferred shall be ac-
companied by two appointed officials, who shall not be
of the same political party, and a representative of the
county auditor, who may be one of the appointed offi-
cials. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 72.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.163 Vote tallying systems——Programming
tests. At least three days prior to the day of the primary
or general election, all programming for the vote tallying
system to be used at that primary or general election
shall be tested by the secretary of state or his designee to
ascertain that the equipment will correctly count the
vote cast for all candidates and on all measures appear-
ing on the ballot at that primary or general election. The
tests shall be conducted by processing a preaudited
group of ballots prepared by the office of secretary of
state, so punched or marked as to record a predeter-
mined number of ballot votes for each candidate and for
and against each measure. For each office for which
there are two or more candidates and for each issue, the
group of test ballots shall include one or more ballots
which. have votes in excess of the number allowed by
law, in order to verify the ability of the vote tallying
system to reject such votes. The test shall be designed to
verify the capability of the vote tallying system to per-
form all of the functions that can reasonably be expected
to occur during conduct of that particular primary or
election, including but not limited to verification of the
content of the ballot format for each precinct or polling
place, verification of rotation in the program, and verifi-
cation of major error identification routines in the pro-
gram of the vote tallying system. If any error is detected,
the cause thereof shall be ascertained and corrected, and
an errorless count shall be made before the program-
ming is approved and certified.

Such tests shall be observed by at least two observers,
who shall not be of the same political party, designated
by the county chairmen of the respective county central
committees, and shall be open to candidates, the press,
and the public. The secretary of state, the county audi-
tor, and the political party observers shall certify that
the test has been properly conducted. Copies of such
certification shall be retained by the secretary of state
and the county auditor. All programming materials and
test ballots shall be securely locked in a noncombustible,
water resistant container, and sealed until the day of the
primary or general election. This test shall be repeated
immediately before the start of the official count of bal-
lots in the same manner as set forth above.

The political party observers, upon mutual agreement,
may request a precinct, to be selected at random, at the
point of check—in, and manually take a total count of
ballots and/or a total count for any one office, return
that precinct to the counting center, and request a de-
tailed printout. This may be done as many as three times
during the official count so that the accuracy of the
proceedings can be again verified by the count of the
preaudited group of ballots. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 73.]
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.167 Counting ballot cards——Official returns.
The ballot cards picked up during the polling hours may
subsequently be counted before the polls have closed:
Provided, That all such election returns must be held in
secrecy in the same manner as the count of paper ballots
during polling hours as provided by RCW 29.54.030.
Any person revealing any election returns to unautho-
rized persons prior to the close of the polls shall be sub-
ject to the same penalties as provided by RCW
29.54.035.

Upon breaking the seals and opening the containers,
all voted ballot cards shall be checked for partially re-
moved chads, whereupon any such partially removed
chads shall be entirely removed from the ballot cards. If
it is found that any ballot is damaged or defective so
that it cannot properly be counted by the vote tallying
system, a true duplicate copy shall be made of the dam-
aged ballot in the presence of witnesses and substituted
for the damaged ballot. All such damaged ballots shall
be kept by the county auditor until sixty days after the
primary or election concerned.

The returns printed by the vote tallying system, to
which has been added the count of questioned ballots,
challenged ballots, write—in votes, and absentee votes,
shall constitute the official returns of the primary or
election in that county. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 74.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Certification of returns in paper ballot and voting machine precincts:
RCW 29.54.080.

"Chad" defined: RCW 29.01.006(7).

29.34.170 Guidance manuals. The secretary of state,
upon promulgating the rules and regulations necessary
for carrying out the purpose of this chapter, shall pub-
lish manuals containing the applicable rules and regula-
tions and statutes for the guidance of the county auditor
relating to the printing of ballot cards and preparation
of the vote tallying systems, for the guidance of precinct
election officers serving ballot card precincts, and for the
guidance of election officers and operators of tabulating
equipment at counting centers.

There shall be no charge for such manuals, and the
number to be printed and the distribution thereof shall
be determined by the secretary of state. [1977 exs. ¢
361 § 75; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 32.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.34.180 Voting devices and vote tallying systems
may be used in all counties. Voting devices and vote tally
systems as defined in RCW 29.34.010, may be used in
all primaries and elections, general or special, in all
counties. [1971 ex.s.c 6 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 130 § 2.]

Severability——1971 ex.s. ¢ 6: See note following RCW 29.34.080.
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Chapter 29.36
ABSENTEE VOTING

Sections

29.36.010 When permissible——Application.

29.36.020 Certificates.

29.36.030 Issuance of ballots and other materials——Envelopes.

29.36.035 Qualifications to delivery of ballot.

29.36.040 Instructions for voting absentee ballot.

29.36.050 Prohibition against voting in home precinct.

29.36.060 How incoming absentee ballots are handled.

29.36.065 How incoming absentee ballots are handled——Alter-
nate method.

29.36.070 Canvassing absentee ballots.

29.36.075 Uncontested offices Ballots not to be tabulated——
Voter credited with voting——Retention of uncounted
ballots.

29.36.077 Uncontested offices——Counting of uncounted ballots
on candidate's request.

29.36.095 List of absentee voters.

29.36.097 List of applications for absentee ballots.

29.36.100 Challenges.

29.36.110 Violations and penalty.

29.36.120 Precincts with less than one hundred voters——Voting
by mail ballot may be ordered——Notice——Appli-
cation form.

29.36.130 Precincts with less than one hundred voters——Bal-
lots——Contents——Counting Secrecy enjoined.

29.36.140 Districts or cities with less than five hundred voters——

Organization or addition of territory elections——

Voting by mail ballot may be ordered——Procedure.
Absentee ballots, county auditor to prepare, time for: RCW 29.30.075.
Absentee service voters: Chapter 29.39 RCW.

Irrigation district elections, absentee voting provisions: RCW 87.03-
.020 through 87.03.110.

Recount of absentee ballots: RCW 29.64.010.

29.36.010 When permissible——Application. In ad-
dition to those persons authorized under *section 19 of
this 1977 amendatory act, any duly registered voter may
vote an absentee ballot for any primary or election in the
manner provided in this chapter.

A voter desiring to cast an absentee ballot must apply
in writing to his county auditor no earlier than forty—five
days nor later than the day prior to any election or pri-
mary: Provided, That an application honored for a pri-
mary ballot shall also be honored as an application for a
ballot for the following election if the voter so indicates
on his application.

Such applications must contain the voter's signature
and may be made in person or by mail or messenger:
Provided, That no application for an absentee ballot
shall be approved unless the voter's signature upon the
application compares favorably with the voter's signa-
ture upon his permanent registration record. [1977 ex.s.
c 361 § 76; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 35 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 202 § 37,
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.010. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § 1; 1955 ¢
167 § 2; prior: (i) 1950 ex.s.c 8 § 1; 1943 c 72 § 1; 1933
exs.c41§1;1923¢c 58 § 1; 1921 c 143 § 1; 1917 c 159
§ 1; 1915 c 189 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5280. (ii) 1933
ex.s. c 41 § 2, part; 1923 ¢ 58 § 2, part; 1921 c 143 § 2,
part; 1917 c 159 § 2, part; 1915 c 189 § 2, part; RRS §
5281, part.]

*Reviser's note: Section 19 of this 1977 amendatory act was among
the subject matter of Referendum Measure No. 39, which failed to be

approved by the voters at the state general election November 8, 1977,
and which therefore did not become law.
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.36.020 Certificates. The certificate to be issued by
a county auditor honoring a request for an absentee bal-
lot shall state that:

(1) The registrar can identify the applicant by his
signature;

(2) The applicant is a voter, registered and qualified
to vote; giving the county, city or town, if any, and pre-
cinct in which he is qualified to vote and also his place
of residence;

(3) The applicant has affixed his signature to the cer-
tificate in the place provided therefor in the presence of
the registrar; or the registrar has identified the applicant
from the signature on his written application.

The certificate must be made in duplicate. If the voter

is making his application in person, he shall sign both
copies of said certificate. If the voter is making applica-
tion by mail, the original certificate shall be affixed to
his application.
_ All original certificates, together with applications af-
fixed thereto, must be delivered to the officer having ju-
risdiction of the election, or his duly authorized
representative, before an absentee ballot can be issued.

The duplicate certificate shall be securely attached to
the applicant's permanent registration record or a nota-
tion to this effect shall be made by the applicant's name
on the appropriate precinct lists of registered voters until
after the election. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 38; 1965 c 9 § 29-
.36.020. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § 2; 1955 ¢ 167 § 3; prior:
1933 ex:s. c 41 § 2, part; 1923 ¢ 58 § 2, part; 1921 ¢ 143
§ 2, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 2, part; 1915 c 189 § 2, part;
RRS § 5281, part.]

29.36.030 Issuance of ballots and other materi-
als——Envelopes. Upon receipt of the voter's signed ap-
plication, the officer having jurisdiction of the election,
or his duly authorized representative, shall issue an ab-
sentee bailot for the election concerned.

At each general election in the even—-numbered year,
each absentee voter shall also be given a separate ballot
containing the names of the candidates that have filed
for the office of precinct committeeman provided that
two or more candidates have filed for the same political
party in the absentee voter's precinct and providing
space for writing in the name of additional candidates.

In addition, if other elections, including special or
general, are also being held on the same day and it can
be determined that the absentee voter is qualified to vote
at such elections, such additional absentee ballots shall
be automatically issued to the end that, whenever possi-
ble, each absentee voter receives the ballots for all elec-
tions he would have received if he had been able to vote
in person.

The election officer, or his duly authorized represen-
tative, shall include the following additional items when
issuing an absentee ballot:

(1) Instructions for voting.

(2) A size #9 envelope, capable of being sealed and
free of any identification marks, for the purpose of con-
taining the voted absentee ballot.
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(3) A size #10 envelope, capable of being sealed and
preaddressed to the issuing officer, for the purpose of
returning the #9 envelope containing the marked absen-
tee ballot.

Upon the left hand portion of the face of the larger
envelope shall also be printed a blank statement in the
following form:

Stateof __._____.____.
ss.
Countyof ___.____.____.__ }

A , do solemnly swear under the penalty
as set forth in RCW 29.36.110 (see below), that I am a
resident of and qualified voter in _________. precinct of
__________ city in _.________ county, Washington;
that I have the legal right to vote at the election to be
held in said precinct on the _____ day of _.____.____
19_.: That I have not voted another ballot and havc
herein enclosed my ballot for such election.

(signed)

(date of oath)

PENALTY PROVISION: Any person who violates any
of the provisions, relating to swearing and voting, shall
be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprison-
ment for not more than five years or a fine of not more
than five thousand dollars, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 77; 1974 exs.c 73 § 1,
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.030. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § 3; 1955 ¢
167 § 4; prior: (i) 1933 ex.s. c 41 § 2, part; 1923 ¢ 58 §
2, part; 1921 ¢ 143 § 2, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 2, part; 1915
c 189 § 2, part; RRS § 5281, part. (ii) 1933 ex.s. c 41 §
3, part; 1923 c 58 § 3, part; 1921 c 143 § 3, part; 1917 c
159 § 3, part; 1915 c 189 § 3, part; RRS § 5282, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.36.035 Qualifications to delivery of ballot. The
delivery of an absentee ballot for any primary or election
shall be subject to the following qualifications:

(1) Only the voter, himself, or a member of his family
may pick up an absentee ballot at the office of the issu-
ing officer.

(2) Except as noted in subsection (1) above, the issu-
ing officer shall mail the absentee ballot directly to each
applicant.

(3) No absentee ballot shall be issued on the day of
the primary or election concerned. (1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36-
.035. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 23 § 4.]

29.36.040 Instructions for voting absentee ballot.
Enclosed with the ballot, small envelope and large enve-
lope sent to the absent voter shall be separate printed
instructions which the absent voter must observe as
follows:

"Upon receipt of this ballot you must mark it and
transmit it in accordance with these instructions accord-
ing to law:

(1) Having marked the ballot, fold it and enclose it in
the smaller envelope, sealing the envelope.
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(2) Fill out and sign the statement on the larger
envelope.

(3) Place the small envelope containing the ballot in
the larger one, seal that, attach sufficient first class
postage and mail it so that it will be postmarked the day
of election or sooner or instead of mailing you may send
it by any means which will enable it to reach the county
auditor or other issuing officer on or before election
day.” [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.040. Prior: 1955 ¢ 167 § S;
prior: 1933 ex.s. ¢ 41 § 3, part; 1923 c 58 § 3, part; 1921
c 143 § 3, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 3, part; 1915 ¢ 189 § 3,
part; RRS § 5282, part.]

. 29.36.050 Prohibition against voting in home pre-
cinct. No voter to whose permanent registration card
there is attached a duplicate of an absentee voter's cer-
tificate of registration for any election shall be allowed
to vote at such election in the precinct from which he is
registered. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.050. Prior: 1955 c 167 § 6;
prior: 1933 ex.s. ¢ 41 § 4; 1921 c 143 § 5; RRS § 5284)]

29.36.060 How incoming absentee ballots are han-
dled. The opening and canvassing of absentee ballots
cast at any primary or election, special or general, may
begin on or after the tenth day prior to such primary or
election: Provided, That the opening of the inner enve-
lopes and actual counting of such absentee ballots shall
not commence until after 8:00 o'clock p.m. on the day of
the primary or election but must be completed on or be-
fore the tenth day following the primary. or election:
Provided, That when a state general election is held, the
canvassing period shall be extended to and including the
fifteenth day following such election.

The county canvassing board, or its duly authorized
representatives, may elect not to initial thé inner enve-
lope but instead place all such envelopes in containers
that can be secured with a .numbered inetal seal, and
such sealed containers shall be stored in the most secure
vault available within the courthouse until after 8:00
o'clock p.m. of the day of the primary or election: Pro-
vided, That in the instance of puhchcard absentee bal-
lots, such ballots may be taken from the inner envelopes
and all the normal procedural steps performed necessary
to prepare. punchcard billots for computer count and
then placed in said sealed containers.

The canvassing board or its duly authorized represen-
tatives shall examine the .postmark, receipt mark and
statement on the outer cnvclopc containing the absentee
ballot and verify that the voter's signature thereon is the
same as that on the original application: Provided, That
if the postmark is illegible, the date on the outer enve-
lope, which a person attests to as provided in RCW 29-
.36.030 as now or hereafter amended shall be the date
for determining the validity, as to the time of voting, of
any absentee ballot under the provisions of this chapter.
The board then shall open the outer envelopes not later
than the tenth day following any primary or special
election, and the fifteenth day following any general
election, and remove therefrom the inner envelope con-
taining the ballot.
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The inner envelopes shall be initialed by the canvass-
ing board or its duly authorized representatives. The in-
ner envelopes thus initialed must be filed by the county
auditor under lock and key. The outer envelopes to
which must be attached the corresponding original ab-
sentee voter's application shall bé sealed securely in one
package and shall be kept by the auditor for future use
in case any question should arise as to the validity of the
vote. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 78; 1973 c 140 § 1; 1965¢ 9 §
29.36.060. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § §5; 1955 c 167 § 7,
1955 ¢ 50 § 2; prior: 1933 ex.s. ¢ 41 § 5, part; 1921 ¢
143 § 6, part; 1917 c 159 § 4, part; 1915 ¢ 189 § 4, part;
RRS § 5285, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

County canvassing board, meeting to canvas returns: RCW 29.62.020.

29.36.065 How incoming absentee ballots are han-
dled——Alternate method. As an alternative to the pro-
cedure set forth in RCW 29.36.060, the county
canvassing board, or its duly authorized representatives,
may elect not to initial the inner envelope but instead
place all such envelopes in containers that can be se-
cured with a numbered metal seal and such sealed con-
tainers shall be stored in the most secure vault available
within the courthouse until after 8:00 o'clock p.m. of the
day of the primary or election: Provided, That in the in-
stance of punchcard absentee ballots, such ballots may
be taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal
procédural steps performed necessary to prepare punch-
card ballots for computer count and then placed in said
sealed containers. [1973 ¢ 140 § 2.]

29.36.070 Canvassing absentee ballots. Upon the
canvass of the votes, if there are on file one or more ab-
sentee ballot inner envelopes, the canvassing authority
shall cause such envelopes to be opened and the absentee
precinct committeeman ballot, if any, shall be physically
separated from the remainder of the absentee ballot. The
absentee precmct committeeman ballot shall be, subject
to the provisions of RCW 29.36.075 and 29.36.077,
counted separately. The remainder of the absentee ballot
shall be grouped and counted without regard as to pre-
cinct by legislative districts if the election is a state pri-
mary or state election, special or general.

These ballots shall be made a part of the returns and
handled accordingly. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 73 § 2; 1965¢c 9 §
29.36.070. Prior: 1955 ¢ 50 § 3; prior: 1933 ex.s. c 41 §
5, part; 1921 c 143 § 6, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 4, part; 1915
c 189 § 4, part; RRS § 5285, part.]

29.36.075 Uncontested offices Ballots not to be
tabulated——Voter credited with voting Retention of
uncounted ballots. Canvassing boards of any primary or
election, including a state primary or state general elec-
tion, shall not tabulate or record votes cast by absentee
ballots on any uncontested office.

Each voter casting an absentee ballot not counted as
provided in this section, nevertheless, shall be credited
with voting on his permanent voting history record. Fur-
ther, such uncounted absentee ballots shall be retained
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for the same length of time and in the same manner as
paper ballots cast in person as provided by RCW 29.54-
.070. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.075. Prior: 1961 ¢ 78 § 1.]

29.36.077 Uncontested offices——Counting of un-
counted ballots on candidate's request. If the official
canvass of any primary or election has been completed
and the statutory time has elapsed in which to file a re-
count or contested election, should any candidate desire
to have such uncounted absentee ballots counted which
were cast on his position, such request shall be honored
under the following conditions:

(1) The request must be made in writing and filed
within sixty days following such primary or election with
the officer who conducted the election.

(2) The count of such absentee ballots is to be done
informally and at the convenience of the election officer
concerned but in no event shall the count be delayed
more than sixty days from the time the application is
filed. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.077. Prior: 1961 ¢ 78 § 2.]

29.36.095 List of absentee voters. After the comple-
tion of the canvass of the election returns of any primary
or election, the canvassing authority shall cause the
names of the persons casting absentee ballots to be listed
alphabetically and by precincts. Such lists of absentee
voters shall be used to enter on the respective voters
registration record in the space provided for that pur-
pose, the month, day and year of the primary or election
(for example 11/2/54) or otherwise credit the voter with
having participated in that election. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 73 § 3;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 39; 1965 c 9 § 29.36.095. Prior: 1955
c 50§ 4]

29.36.097 List of applications for absentee ballots.
Each county auditor shall maintain in his office, open
for public inspection, lists of the applications he has re-
ceived for absentee ballots under the provisions of this
chapter and of chapter 29.39 RCW.

Such applications shall be listed no later than twenty—
four hours after their receipt and the lists thereof shall
be available until the day of the election for which the
absentee ballot application was made.

The lists shall be organized first according to the date
of application, then by legislative district, if appropriate,
and then by precinct. They shall also indicate the name
of each applicant and the address to which the ballot is
to be mailed.

The auditor shall make copies of such lists available to
the public for the actual cost of copying such list. [1973
Ist ex.s.c 61 § 1.]

29.36.100 Challenges. The vote of any absent voter
may be challenged for any cause at the time the same is
canvassed by the canvassing board which shall have all
the power and authority given by law to officers of elec-
tion to determine the legality of such ballot. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.36.100. Prior: 1917 c 159 § §; 1915¢c 189 § 5; RRS §
5286.]
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29.36.110 Violations and penalty. Any person who
violates any of the provisions of this chapter, relating to
swearing and voting, shall be guilty of a felony and shall
be punished by imprisonment for not more than five
years or a fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or
by both such fine and imprisonment. [1965 c 9 § 29.36-
.110. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § 7, 1917 ¢ 159 § 7; 1915 ¢
189 § 7, RRS § 5287.]

29.36.120 Precincts with less than one hundred vot-
ers Voting by mail ballot may be ordered No-
tice——Application form. The county auditor, as ex
officio supervisor of elections, or other officer having ju-
risdiction of the election, may, with regard to any pre-
cinct having less than one hundred registered voters at
the time of closing of the registration files as provided in
RCW 29.07.160, order the voting in said precinct for the
next ensuing election, whether a primary election, gen-
eral election, special election, or any other election, be
by mail ballot only.

Whenever such officer shall so order, he shall, not less
than fifteen days prior to the date of such election, mail
or deliver to each registered voter within said precinct
his notice that voting within said precinct shall be by
mail voting only. Accompanied with such notice shall be
an application form together with a postage prepaid en-
velope preaddressed to the issuing officer. In order to be
honored such application form, properly executed, must
reach the issuing officer no later than the day of the
election concerned.

The county auditor may continue to honor such appli-
cation for all subsequent elections held in the same
manner as long as the voter concerned remains qualified
to vote at such elections. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 35 § 2; 1967 ex.s.
c 109 § 6.]

29.36.130 Precincts with less than one hundred vot-
ers Ballots Contents——Counting——Secrecy
enjoined. All such absentee ballots as authorized by
RCW 29.36.120 shall contain the same offices, names of
candidates and propositions (if any) to be voted upon,
including precinct offices, as if the ballot had been voted
in person at the polling place. Except as otherwise pro-
vided in *RCW 29.36.120 through 29.36.140, such ab-
sentee ballots shall be issued, completed, returned,
received, opened, counted, canvassed, recorded and han-
dled as any absentee ballot issued pursuant to the re-
quest of the voter: Provided, That the county canvassing
board, at the request of the county auditor, may direct
that such ballots be counted on the day of the election.
If such count is made it must be done in secrecy and the
results not revealed to any unauthorized person until the
polls have closed. Any violation of the secrecy of such
count shall be subject to the same penalties as provided
for in RCW 29.54.035. [1967 ex.s.c 109 § 7.]

*Reviser's note: "RCW 29.36.120 through 29.36.140" has been sub-
stituted for the phrase "this act." For codification of 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109,
see parallel tables in Volume 0.

29.36.140 Districts or cities with less than five hun-
dred voters——Organization or addition of territory
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elections Voting by mail ballot may be ordered
Procedure. Whenever an election is to be held for the
organization of a new district, including but not limited
to the organization of a water, fire, or sewer district, or
for the purpose of addition .of territory to an existing
city, town, or district and the total number of registered
voters qualified to vote at such election is less than five
hundred, and the names and addresses of all such voters
can be determined not less than fifteen days prior to the
election concerned, the county auditor, as ex officio su-
pervisor of elections, or other officer having jurisdiction
of the election, may order that all voting be done by
mail ballot in the same manner and with like penalties
as provided in RCW 29.36.120 and 29.36.130 as now or
hereafter amended. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 35 § 3; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109

§8]

Chapter 29.39
ABSENTEE SERVICE VOTERS

Sections

29.39.010 "Service voter,” "armed forces,” "members of the mer-
chant marine of the United States,” "dependent”
defined.

29.39.020 "Primary,"” "primary election" defined.

29.39.030 "Election,” "primary" defined Absentee voters'
ballots.

29.39.040 "Date of mailing the ballot” defined.

29.39.050 "Territorial limits of the United States" defined.

29.39.060 Absentee voting under federal law to be valid.

29.39.070 Must coordinate with federal authority.

29.39.080 Name variations not to invalidate ballot.

29.39.090 Application deemed to be for next election.

29.39.100 Application for absent voter's ballot.

29.39.110 Action upon application.

29.39.120 Mailing ballot and voter's pamphlet to voter——Decla-
ration——Penalty.

29.39.130 Ballot sent air mail and free postage when possible.

29.39.140 Voter's declaration deemed registration——Mailing of
ballot by voter.

29.39.150 Ballots and envelopes——Forms Expense.

29.39.160 Instructions to voters Preparation Enclosure.

29.39.170 Procedure governing receipt and handling of ballots.

29.39.180 Officials shall expedite service voting.

29.39.190 Secretary of state shall administer chapter.

29.39.200 Penalties for false statements and violations.

29.39.900 Liberal construction.

29.39.010 "Service voter,” "armed forces," "members

of the merchant marine of the United States,” "depen-
dent” defined. "Service voter”" means an elector who
comes within any of the following categories:

(1) Members of the armed forces while in the active
service, and their spouses and dependents, including stu-
dents and faculty members of the United States military
academies.

(2) Members of the merchant marine of the United
States, and their spouses and dependents.

(3) Civilian employees of the United States in all cat-
egories, including members of the Peace Corps, serving
outside the territorial limits of the several states of the
United States and the District of Columbia and their
spouses and dependents when residing with or accompa-
nying them, whether or not the employee is subject to
the civil service laws and the Classification Act of 1949,
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and whether or not paid from funds appropriated by the
congress.

(4) Members of religious groups or welfare agencies
assisting members of the armed forces, who are officially
attached to and serving with the armed forces, and their
spouses and dependents.

(5) Citizens of the United States and of the state of
Washington temporarily residing outside of the state of
Washington and their spouses and dependents when re-
siding with or accompanying them.

The term "armed forces” means the uniformed ser-
vices as defined in section 102 of the Career Compensa-
tion Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 804), as amended.

The term "members of the merchant marine of the
United States” means persons (other than members of
the armed forces) employed as officers or members of
crews of vessels documented under the laws of the
United States, and persons (other than members of the
armed forces) enrolled with the United States for em-
ployment, or for training for employment, or maintained
by the United States for emergency relief service, as of-
ficers or members of crews of any such vessels; but does
not include persons so employed, or enrolled for such
employment or for training for such employment, or
maintained for such emergency relief service, on the
Great Lakes or the inland waterways.

The term "dependent” means any person who is in
fact a dependent. [1973 ¢ 56 § I; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 4;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.010. Prior: 1957 c 169 § 1; 1950 ex.s. c
14 § 1]

Residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.
Residence for voting purposes defined: RCW 29.01.140.

29.39.020 "Primary,” "primary election" defined.
"Primary" or "primary election” means a method pro-
vided by statute for nominating candidates to office.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.020. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 2.]

29.39.030 "Election,” "primary" defined Absen-
tee voters' ballots. "Election" used alone means a general
election except where the context indicates that a special
election is meant or included. "Election” used without
qualification never means a primary.

In addition to the above, for the purpose of this chap-
ter, the term "primary" means the primary elections
held on the third Tuesday in September of each year.
The term "election” means the general elections held on
the first Tuesday following the first Monday in
November of each year.

The purpose of this section is to authorize absentee
voters qualifying as service voters as defined by RCW
29.39.010, as now existing or hereafter amended, to cast
the same ballots, including those for special elections, as
any registered voter would receive under the provisions
of RCW 29.36.030 for any September primary or
November general election. [1973 ¢ 4 § 4; 1967 exs. ¢
109 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.030. Prior: 1950 exs c 14 § 3.]

29.39.040 "Date of mailing the ballot" defined.
"Date of mailing the ballot" means the date stated on
the declaration on the larger envelope and not the date
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of the postal cancellation thereon. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.040.
Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 § 4.]

29.39.050 "Territorial limits of the United States"
defined. "Territorial limits of the United States” means
the fifty states of the United States and the District of
Columbia. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.050. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14

§51]

29.39.060 Absentee voting under federal law to be
valid. Whenever by any statute of the United States,
provision is made for absentee voting, an application for
an absent voter's ballot made under the provisions of
that law may be given the same effect as an application
for an absent voter's ballot made under this chapter.
(1965 c 9 § 29.39.060. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 6.]

29.39.070 Must coordinate with federal authority.
All public officers having duties to perform under this
chapter shall coordinate their efforts with the action of
any federal authority now or hereafter established by act
of congress for the purpose of facilitating voting by
service voters to the end that such voters may cast their
ballots with the least possible interference with the per-
formance of their duties in the armed forces. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.39.070. Prior: 1950 ex.s.c 14 § 7.]

29.39.080 Name variations not to invalidate ballot. A
variation on any absent voter's ballot cast by a service
voter between the signature on the large envelope and
that on the service voter's request and/or that on the
voter's permanent registration card caused by the sub-
stitution of initials instead of the first or middle names
or both shall not invalidate the ballot if the surname and
handwriting are the same. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.080. Prior:
1950 exs. c 14 § 8.]

29.39.090 Application deemed to be for next election.
Whenever an application for an absent voter's ballot is
made by a service voter, the application shall be deemed
an application for an absent voter's ballot for the pri-
mary and the election, or such of them as would be re-
quired to be held subsequent to the date of application.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.090. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 9.]

29.39.100 Application for absent voter's ballot. Any
service voter may secure an absent voter's ballot by
mailing a signed request to the registration office of the
county, city or town of the service voter's residence or to
the secretary of state requesting such ballot. If the ballot
request is addressed to the secretary of state such re-
quest shall be forwarded by such officer immediately to
the appropriate registration officer. The request shall be
signed by the applicant and shall state his last home ad-
dress, the address to which he wishes the absent voter's
ballot mailed and the facts qualifying him as a service
voter. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.100. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 §
10.]

29.39.110 Action upon application. Upon receipt of a
request made by or on behalf of a service voter for an
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absent voter's ballot, the registration officer shall imme-
diately check his records and ascertain if the person by,
or on whose behalf the request is made, is a duly regis-
tered voter as provided by chapter 29.07 RCW, and the
registration officer shall make notation on his records to
that effect. If such person is a resident of an incorpo-
rated city or precinct lying partly within and partly
without such incorporated city, the registration officer,
after completing such check, shall immediately forward
the request to the county auditor noting thereon whether
or not such person is a registered voter. If it is deter-
mined that such person is not a registered voter, the
county auditor shall nevertheless send the absent voter's
ballot requested, it being the intent of this section that
the county auditor shall upon request send absent voter's
ballots to all eligible service voters who make application
therefor. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.110. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 §
11.]

29.39.120 Mailing ballot and voter's pamphlet to
Declaration Penalty. In mailing absent
voter's ballots to service voters, the county auditor shall
send a copy of the official voters” pamphlet with the
ballot and a small envelope and letter of instructions to-
gether with a larger envelope addressed to the county
auditor and upon which there shall be plainly printed a
form in substantially the following language:

"DECLARATION

"I do hereby declare under penalty of perjury that I
am a citizen of the United States; that I will be at least
eighteen (18) years of age on the day of this election;
that I have been a legal resident of the state of
Washington for at least thirty days; and that I am a
service voter under the laws of the state of Washington.
I further declare that I am not voting any other ballot of
the state of Washington or of any other state of the
United States at this election.”

Legislative District __________ Precinct __________
Dated this ____. dayof ._________ , 19...

Print name for

positive

identification

Signature
of applicant

Any person making a false statement in his declara-
tion is guilty of perjury. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 6; 1971 ex.s.
c 178 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.120. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 §
12.]

29.39.130 Ballot sent air mail and free postage when
possible. Whenever the county auditor is requested to
mail an absent voter's ballot to a service voter, he shall
mail the ballot to the service voter by air mail when
practicable, and, if by any law of the United States, of-
ficial election ballots may be mailed without the pay-
ment of postage, he shall do so. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.130.
Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 14.]

29.39.140 Voter's declaration deemed registra-
tion Mailing of ballot by voter. A properly executed
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declaration on the larger envelope is hereby declared to
be a full and complete voter's registration for the elec-
tion for which it is submitted. After the declaration is
fully executed the service voter shall proceed to mark the
ballot; then fold it and enclose it in the smaller envelope,
sealing that and enclosing it in the larger envelope which
shall then be sealed and mailed to the county auditor
whose name and address are printed thereon, by air
mail, postage to be paid by the addressee, unless the
laws of the United States provide for air mail transmis-
sion of such ballot without charge. [1965 c 9 § 29.39-
.140. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 § 13.]

29.39.150 Ballots and envelopes Forms——Ex-
pense. Notwithstanding any provision of law relating to
the size and weight of the ballot or the envelopes in
which absent voters' ballots are sent for either the pri-
mary or election, the secretary of state may reduce the
size and weight of the ballot. He shall furnish uniform
envelopes and all forms other than ballots for use in
connection with ballots for service voters, and shall re-
imburse the respective county auditors for expenses of
mailing. Each county auditor shall, through the respec-
tive boards of county commissioners, present such ex-
penses listed upon state voucher forms in duplicate. The
secretary of state, after the approval of the vouchers,
shall then present them to the state treasurer for pay-
ment. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.150. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 §
15.]

29.39.160 Instructions to voters——Preparation
Enclosure. The secretary of state shall prepare letters of
instructions to service voters and shall furnish them to
all county auditors. The county auditors shall enclose
one copy of such instructions with the ballot sent to all
service voters. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.160. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c
14 § 16.]

29.39.170 Procedure governing receipt and handling
of ballots. All procedure governing the receipt and sub-
sequent handling of absent voters' ballots shall be gov-
erned by the provisions of chapter 29.36 RCW. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 79; 1965 c 9 § 29.39.170. Prior: 1950 ex.s.
cl4§17]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.39.180 Officials shall expedite service voting. The
state canvassing board, all county canvassing boards and
all county auditors and registration officials shall make
no undue delay in performing any of the specific actions
hereby imposed upon them. All ballots shall be printed
as soon as possible after the same can be made up in or-
der that there may be no delay in the forwarding of ab-
sent voters' ballots to service voters so as to afford ample
time to all service voters for voting as herein provided.
[1965 c 9 § 29.39.180. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 21.]

29.39.190 Secretary of state shall administer chap-
ter. The secretary of state shall administer this chapter.
He shall direct all election officials in respect to their
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duties under this chapter, publicize the provisions of the
election laws, and make such rules and regulations as
will facilitate the operation and the accomplishment of
the purposes of this chapter. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.190.
Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 22)]

29.39.200 Penalties for false statements and viola-
tions. Any person who makes a false statement in his
declaration upon the larger envelope used to transmit his
ballot shall be guilty of perjury in the second degree and
punished accordingly. Any person violating any other
provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.39.200. Prior: 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 §
23]

29.39.900 Liberal construction. This chapter shall be
liberally construed to accomplish its purposes and so
that all service voters may be afforded an opportunity to
fully exercise their voting rights granted herein. [1965 ¢
9 § 29.39.900. Prior: 1950 ex.s. c 14 § 24.]

Chapter 29.42
POLITICAL PARTIES

Sections

29.42.010 Authority——Generally.

29.42.020 State committee.

29.42.030 County central committee——Organization meetings.

29.42.040 Precinct committeeman, who is eligible.

29.42.050 Precinct committeeman——Election——Declaration of
candidacy, fee——Term——Vacancy.

29.42.060 Precinct office to appear on separate absentee ballot.

29.42.070 Legislative district chairman——Election—

Term Removal.

Anarchy and sabotage: Chapter 905 RCW.

Candidates' pamphlet, availability of to political parties, fees: RCW
29.80.050.

Cities and towns under commission form of government, officers and
employees, political activity forbidden: RCW 35.17.160.

Civil service for city firemen, political contributions and services not
required Solicitation and coercion prohibited: RCW 41.08.160.

Civil service for city police, political contributions and services not re-
quired——Solicitation and coercion prohibited: RCW 41.12.160.

Civil service for sheriff's office, political activities regulated: RCW
41.14.190.

Disclosure of financing: Chapter 42.17 RCW.

Emergency service units, political activity by, prohibited: RCW
38.52.120.

Joint committee on urban area government (legislative), representation
by political parties on limited: RCW 44.36.040.

Legislative budget committee, political party representation limitation:
RCW 44.28.010.

Legislative council, political party representation limitation. RCW
44.24.010.

Libel and slander: Chapter 9.58 RCW.
Party challengers: RCW 29.59.020.

Poll books: As public records——Copies to representatives of ma-
Jor political parties: RCW 29.04.100.

Precinct committeeman, notice of election to indicate office: RCW
29.04.020.

Precinct election officers, political affiliation as affecting designation
of: Chapter 29.45 RCW.

Public employees, political activities: RCW 41.06.250.

Statute law committee, political party representation limitation: RCW
1.08.001.

Subversive activities: Chapter 9.81 RCW.
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Voting machine votes, recanvassing of, party participation: RCW
29.62.060.

Write-in voting, polit;'cal party affiliation to appear: RCW 29.51.100,
29.51.170.

29.42.010 Authority——Generally. Each political
party organization shall have the power to:

(1) Mike its own rules and regulations;

(2) Call conventions;

(3) Elect delegates to conventions, state and national;

(4) Fill vacancies on the ticket;

(5) Provide for the nomination of presidential electors;
and

(6) Perform all functions inherent in such an organi-
zation: Provided, That only major political parties shall
have the power to designate candidates to appear on the
state primary election ballot as provided in RCW 29.18-
.150 as now or hereafter amended. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 §
16; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.010. Prior: 1961 c 130 § 2; prior:
1943 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1939 c 48 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 200 §
1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 158 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 6, part;
1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part.]

Vacancies on ticket——How filled: RCW 29.18.150, 29.18.160.

29.42.020 State committee. The state committee of
each major political party shall consist of one commit-
teeman and one committeewoman from each county
elected by the county committee at its organization
meeting. It sha]l have a chairman and vice chairman
who must be of opposite sexes. This committee shall
meet during January of each odd-numbered year for the
purpose of organization at a time and place designated
by a sufficient. notice to all the newly elected state com-
mitteemen arid committeewomen by the authorized offi-
cers of the retiring committee. For the purpose of this
section a notice mailed at least one week prior to the
date of the meeting shall constitute sufficient notice. At
its organizational meeting it shall elect its chairman and
vice chairman, and such officers as its bylaws may pro-
vide, and adopt bylaws, rules and regulations. It shall
have power to:

(1).Call conventions at such time and place and under
such circumstances and for such purposes as the call to
convention shall designate. The manner, number and
procedure for selection of state convention delegates
shall be subject to the committee's rules and regulations
duly adopted;

(2) Provide for the election of delegates to national
conventions;

(3) Fill vacancies on the ticket for any federal or state
office to be voted on by the electors of more than one
county;

(4) Provide for the nomination of presidential electors;
and :

(5) Perform all functions inherent in such an
organization.

Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, the
committee shall not set rules which shall govern the
conduct of the actual proceedings at a party state con-
vention. [1972 ex.s. ¢ 45 § 1; 1965 c 9 § 29.42.020.
Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 3; prior: 1943 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1939 ¢
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48 § 1, part 19é7 € 200§ 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 158 § 1,
part; 1909 c 82 § 6, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 5198, part.]

29.42.030 County central committee——Organiza-
tion meetings. The county central committee of each
major political party shall consist of the precinct com-
mitteemen of the party from the several voting precincts
of the county. Following each state general election held
in even—numbered years, this committee shall meet for
the purpose of organization at an easily accessible loca-
tion within the county, subsequent to the certification of
precinct committeemen by the county auditor and no
later than the second Saturday of the following January.
The authorized officers of the retiring committee shall
cause notice of the time and place of such meeting to be
mailed to each precinct committeeman at least seventy—
two hours prior to the date of the meeting.

At its organization meeting, the county central com-
mittee shall elect a chairman and vice chairman who
must be of opposite sexes; it shall also elect a state com-
mitteeman and a state committeewoman. [1973c 85 § 1;
1973 ¢4 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.030. Prior: 1961 c 130 §
4; prior: 1943 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1939 c 48 § 1, part; 1927
¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 158 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 6,
part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198,
part.]

Precinct election officers appointed from list furnished by chairman of
county central committee: RCW 29.45.010 and 29.45.030.

29.42.040 Precinct committeeman, who is eligible.
Any member of a major political party who is a regis-
tered voter in the precinct may upon payment of a fee of
one dollar file his declaration of candidacy with the
county auditor for the office of precinct committeeman
of his party in that precinct. When elected he shall serve
so long as he remains an eligible voter in that precinct
and until his successor has been elected at the next en-
suing state general eléction in the even—numbered year.
[1973 c 4§ 6; 1965 c 9 § 29.42.040. Prior: 1961 c 130 §
S; prior: 1943 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1939 c 48 § 1, part; 1927
¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 158 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 6,
part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198,
part.]

Precinct election officers, precinct committeeman to certify list of per-
sons qualified: RCW 29.45.030.

29.42.050 Precinct committeeman Election
Declaration of candidacy, fee Term Vacancy.
The statutory requirements for filing as a candidate at
the primaries shall apply to candidates for precinct
committeeman except that the filing period for this of-
fice alone shall be extended to and include the Friday
immediately following the last day for political parties to
fill vacancies in the ticket as provided by RCW 29.18-
.150, and the office shall not be voted upon at the pri-
maries, but the names of all candidates must appear
under the proper party and office designations on the
ballot for the general November election for each even-
numbered year and the one receiving the highest number
of votes shall be declared elected: Provided, That to be
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declared elected, a candidate must receive at least ten
percent of the number of votes cast for the candidate of
his party receiving the greatest number of votes in his
precinct. Any person elected to the office of precinct
committeeman who has not filed a declaration of candi-
dacy shall pay the fee of one dollar to the county auditor
for a certificate of election. The term of office of pre-
cinct committeeman shall be for two years, commencing
upon completion of the official canvass of votes by the
county canvassing board of election returns. Should any
vacancy occur in this office by reason of death, resigna-
tion, or disqualification of the incumbent, or because of
failure to elect, the respective county chairman of the
county central committee shall be empowered to fill such
vacancy by appointment: Provided, however, That in
legislative districts having a majority of its precincts in a
class AA county, such appointment shall be made only
upon the recommendation of the legislative district
chairman: Provided, That the person so appointed shall
have the same qualifications as candidates when filing
for election to such office for such precinct: Provided
further, That when a vacancy in the office of precinct
committeeman exists because of failure to elect at a
state general election, such vacancy shall not be filled
until after the organization meeting of the county cen-
tral committee and the new county chairman selected as
provided by RCW 29.42.030. [1973 c 4 § 7; 1967 exs. c
32 § 2, 1965 ex.s.c 103 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.050. Prior:
1961 c 130 § 6; prior: 1953 ¢ 196 § 1; 1943 c 178 § 1,
part; 1939 c 48 § 1, part; 1927 c 200 § 1, part; 1925
ex.s. c 158 § 1, part; 1909 c 82 § 6, part; 1907 c 209 §
22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part.]

Severability——1967 ex.s. ¢ 32: See note following RCW 29.42.070.
Notice of general election, office to be indicated: RCW 29.04.020.

29.42.060 Precinct office to appear on separate ab-
sentee ballot. See RCW 29.36.030 and 29.36.070.

29.42.070 Legislative district chairman——Elec-
tion——Term Removal. Within forty—five days after
the state—wide general election in even—numbered years,
or within thirty days following July 30, 1967, for the bi-
ennium ending with the 1968 general elections, the
county chairman of each major political party shall call
separate meetings of all elected precinct committeemen
in each legislative district a majority of the precincts of
which are within a class AA county for the purpose of
electing a legislative district chairman in such district.
The district chairman shall hold his office until the next
legislative district reorganizational meeting two years
later, or until his successor is elected.

The legislative district chairman can only be removed
by the majority vote of the elected precinct committee-
men in his district. [1967 ex.s. ¢ 32 § 1.]

Severability——1967 ex.s. ¢ 32: "If any provision of this 1967
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the 1967 amendatory act, or the appli-
cation of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not af-
fected.” [1967 ex.s. c 32 § 3.]

Precinct committeeman, appointment to fill vacancy in office of to be
made on recommendation of legislative district chairman: RCW

29.42.050.
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Chapter 29.45
PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICERS

Sections

29.45.010 Appointment of judges and inspector.

29.45.020 Appointment of clerks——Party representation——

o Hour to report.

29.45.030 Nomination of eligibles for judges and inspector.

29.45.040 Vacancies How filled Inspector's authority.

29.45.050 Two or more sets of precinct election officers, when——
Counting board or boards——Receiving board.

29.45.060 Duties——Generally.

29.45.065 Application of RCW 29.45.050 and 29.45.060 to other
primaries or elections.

29.45.070 Inspector to be chairman——Authority.

29.45.080 Oaths of officers required.

29.45.090 Oath of inspectors, form of.

29.45.100 Oath of judges, form of.

29.45.110 Oath of clerks, form of.

29.45.120 Compensation.

29.45.130 Precinct officers where voting machines are used——
Variation in number and character.

29.45.135 Precinct officers where voting machines are used——
Instruction in use of machines——Compensation.

29.45.140 Vacancy in United States house of representatives, pri-

Precinct election offi-

mary or election to fill
cers. Who to serve.

Commission form cities, officers for primaries: RCW 29.21.040.

Contests, misconduct of precinct election board——Irregularity must
be material to result: RCW 29.65.060.

Contests, misconduct of precinct election board——Number of votes
affected——Enough to change result: RCW 29.65.070.

Contests, misconduct of precinct election board members as grounds
for: RCW 29.65.010.

District election officials, see particular district, elections in.

Forms for declaration of death of registered voter, precinct election of-
ficers to have: RCW 29.10.090. )

Precinct election officers' duties before, during, and after polls open:
Chapters 29.48, 29.51, and 29.54 RCW.

Request for cancellation of registration on ground voter's residence no
longer in precinct, precinct committeemen and election officers may
make: RCW 29.10.130.

Term of county and precinct officers: RCW 36.16.020.
Townships, duties of town officers at elections: Chapter 45.40 RCW.
Violations by election officers, penalties: Chapter 29.85 RCW.

Voting machine precincts, precinct election officers' duties: RCW
29.48.080.

Voting machines, preparation for voting: Chapter 29.33 RCW.

29.45.010 Appointment of judges and inspector. At
least ten days prior to any primary or election, the offi-
cer having jurisdiction of the election shall appoint one
inspector and two judges of election for each precinct (or
each combination of precincts temporarily consolidated
as a single precinct for an election) from among the
names contained on the lists therefor furnished by the
chairman of the county central committee of the politi-
cal parties entitled to representation thereon.

Such precinct election officers, whenever possible,
should be residents of the precinct in which they serve,
but if extenuating circumstances arise, they may be as-
signed to serve in a different precinct.

The officer having jurisdiction of the election shall
designate the inspector and one judge in each precinct
from that political party which polled the highest num-
ber of votes in the county for its candidate for president
at the last preceding general election at which a presi-
dent of the United States was voted for, and one judge
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from that political party polling the next highest number
of votes in the county for its candidate for president at
the same election.

This shall be the exclusive method for the appoint-
ment of inspectors and judges to serve as precinct elec-
tion officers at any primary or election and shall
supersede the provisions of any and all other statutes,
whether general or special in nature, having different
requirements. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 1; 1965 c 9 § 29.45-
.010. Prior: (i) 1935 c 165 § 2, part; RRS § 5147-1,
part. (ii) Code 1881 § 3068, part; 1865 p 30 § 2, part;
RRS § 5158, part. (iii) 1907 ¢ 209 § 1S5, part; RRS §
5192, part. (iv) 1895 ¢ 156 § 6, part; 1889 p 407 § 20,
part; RRS § 5277, part. (v) 1947 c 182 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 5166-10, part; prior: 1945 c 164 § 3, part;
1941 c 180 § 1, part; 1935 ¢ 5 § 1, part; 1933 ex.s. ¢ 29
§ 1, part; prior: 1933 ¢ 79 § 1, part; 1927 c 279 § 2,
part; 1923 c 53 § 3, part; 1921 c 61 § 5, part; Rem.
Supp. 1945 § 5147, part.]

29.45.020 Appointment of clerks Party represen-
tation——Hour to report. At the same time the officer
having jurisdiction of the election appoints the inspector
and two judges as provided in RCW 29.45.010, he may
appoint one or more persons to act as clerks if in his
judgment such additional persons are necessary, except
that in precincts in which voting machines are used, the
judges of election shall perform the duties required to be
performed by clerks.

Each clerk appointed shall represent a major political
party: Provided, That the political party representation
of a single set of precinct election officers shall, when-
ever possible, be equal but, in any event, no single polit-
ical party shall be represented by more than a majority
of one at each polling place.

The election officer having jurisdiction of the election
may designate at what hour the clerks shall report for
duty. The hour may vary among the precincts according
to the judgment of the appointing officer. [1965 ex.s. ¢
101 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.020. Prior: 1955 c 168 § 4;
prior: (i) 1915c 114 § 4, part; 1913 c 58 § 9, part; RRS
§ 5308, part. (ii) 1895 c 156 § 1, part; Code 1881 §
3069, part; 1865 p 31 § 3, part; RRS § 5159, part.]

29.45.030 Nomination of eligibles for judges and in-
spector. The precinct committeeman of each major po-
litical party shall certify to his county chairman a list of
those persons belonging to his political party qualified to
act upon the election board in his precinct.

At least sixty days prior to the primary or election the
chairman of the county central committee of each major
political party shall certify to the officer having jurisdic-
tion of the election, a list of those persons belonging to
his political party in each precinct who are qualified to
act on the election board therein.

The county chairman shall compile this list from the
names certified by his various precinct committeemen
unless no names or not sufficient names have been certi-
fied from a precinct, in which event he may include
therein the names of qualified members of his party se-
lected by him. The county chairman shall also have the
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authority to substitute names of persons recommended
by his precinct committeemen if in his judgment such
persons are not qualified to serve as precinct election of-
ficers. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.030. Prior:
(i) 1907 c 209 § 15, part; RRS § 5192, part. (ii) 1935 ¢
165 § 2, part; RRS § 5147-1, part.]

29.45.040 Vacancies How filled Inspector's
authority. If no election officers have been appointed for
a precinct, or if at the hour for opening the polls none of
those appointed is present at the polling place therein,
the voters present may appoint the election board for
that precinct. One of the judges may perform the duties
of clerk of election. The inspector shall have the power
to fill any vacancy that may occur in the board of
judges, or by absence or refusal to serve of either of the
clerks after the polls shall have been opened. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.45.040. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3075, part; 1865 p 32
§ 9, part; RRS § 5165, part. (ii) Code 1881 § 3068,
part; 1865 p 30 § 2, part; RRS § 5158, part. (iii) 1907 ¢
209 § 15, part; RRS § 5192, part.]

29.45.050 Two or more sets of precinct election offi-
cers, when——Counting board or boards——Receiving
board. There shall be but one set of election officers in
each precinct except as provided in this section.

In every precinct using paper ballots having two hun-
dred or more registered voters there shall be appointed,
and in every precinct having less than two hundred reg-
istered voters there may be appointed, at a state primary
or state general election, two or more sets of precinct
election officers as provided in RCW 29.04.020 and 29-
.45.010. The officer in charge of the election may ap-
point one or more counting boards at his discretion,
when he decides that because of a long or complicated
ballot or because of the number of expected voters, there
is need of additional counting board or boards to im-
prove the speed and accuracy of the count.

In making such appointments, one or more sets of
precinct election officers shall be designated as the
counting board or boards, the first of which shall consist
of an inspector, two judges, and a clerk and the second
set, if activated, shall consist of two judges and two
clerks. The duties of the counting board or boards shall
be the count of ballots cast and the return of the election
records and supplies to the officer having jurisdiction of
the election.

One set of precinct election officers shall be desig-
nated as the receiving board which shall have all other
powers and duties imposed by law for such elections.
(1973 c 102 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 101 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45-
.050. Prior: 1955 ¢ 148 § 2; prior: (i) 1923 ¢ 53 § 4,
part; 1921 c 61 § 6, part; RRS § 5148, part. (ii) 1921 c
170 § 4, part; RRS § 5153, part.]

29.45.060 Duties——Generally. The inspector and
judges of election in each precinct shall conduct the
elections therein and receive, deposit, and count the bal-
lots cast thereat and make returns to the proper can-
vassing board or officer except that when two or more
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sets of precinct election officers are appointed as pro-
vided in RCW 29.45.050, the ballots shall be counted by
the counting board or boards as provided in RCW 29-
.54.030, 29.54.043, and 29.54.045. [1973 ¢ 102 § 3;
1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.060. Prior: 1955 ¢
148 § 3; prior: (i) 1923 ¢ 53 § 4, part; 1921 c 61 § 6,
part; RRS § 5148, part. (ii) 1921 ¢ 170 § 4, part; RRS §
5153, part.]

29.45.065 Application of RCW 29.45.050 and 29.45-
.060 to other primaries or elections. All of the provisions
of RCW 29.45.050 and 29.45.060 relating to counting
boards may be applied on an optional basis to any other
primary or election, regular or special, at the discretion
of the officer in charge of the election. [1973 ¢ 102 § 5.]

29.45.070 Inspector to be chairman——Authority.
The inspector shall be chairman of the board and after
its organization shall have power to administer all nec-
essary oaths which may be required in the progress of
the election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.070. Prior: Code 1881 §
3075, part; 1865 p 32 § 9, part; RRS § 5165, part.]

29.45.080 Oaths of officers required. The inspector,
judges, and clerks of election, before entering upon the
duties of their offices, shall take and subscribe the pre-
scribed oath or affirmation which shall be administered
to them by any person authorized to administer oaths
and verified under the hand of the person by whom such
oath or affirmation is administered. If no such person is
present, the inspector shall administer the same to the
judges and clerks, and one of the judges shall administer
the oath to the inspector.

The county auditor shall furnish two copies of the
proper form of oath to each precinct election officer, one
copy thereof, after execution, to be placed and transmit-
ted with the election returns. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.080.
Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3070; 1865 p 31 § 4; RRS §
5160. (ii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 2, part; Code 1881 § 3074, part;
1865 p 32 § 8, part; RRS § 5164, part.]

29.45.090 Oath of inspectors, form of. The following
shall be the form of the oath or affirmation to be taken
by each inspector:

"I, A B, do swear (or affirm) that I will duly attend
to the ensuing election, during the continuance thereof,
as an inspector, and that I will not receive any ballot or
vote from any person other than such as I firmly believe
to be entitled to vote at such election, without requiring
such evidence of the right to vote as is directed by law;
nor will I vexatiously delay the vote of, or refuse to re-
ceive, a ballot from any person whom I believe to be en-
titled to vote; but that I will in all things truly,
impartially, and faithfully perform my duty therein to
the best of my judgment and abilities; and that I am not,
directly nor indirectly, interested in any bet or wager on
the result of this election.” [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45.090. Prior:
Code 1881 § 3071; 1865 p 31 § 5; RRS § 5161.]

29.45.100 Oath of judges, form of. The following
shall be the oath or affirmation of each judge:

[Title 29 RCW—p 72]

Title 29 RCW: Elections

"We, A B, do swear (or affirm) that we will as judges
duly attend the ensuing election, during the continuance
thereof, and faithfully assist the inspector in carrying on
the same; that we will not give our consent to the receipt
of any vote or ballot from any person, other than one
whom we firmly believe to be entitled to vote at such
election; and that we will make a true and perfect return
of the said election and will in all things truly, impar-
tially, and faithfully perform our duty respecting the
same to the best of our judgment and abilities; and that
we are not directly nor indirectly interested in any bet or
wager on the result of this election." [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.45-
.100. Prior: Code 1881 § 3072; 1865 p 31 § 6; RRS §
5162.]

29.45.110 Oath of clerks, form of. The following
shall be the form of the oath to be taken by the clerks:

"We, and each of us, A B, do swear (or affirm) that
we will impartially and truly write down the name of
each elector who votes at the ensuing election, and also
the name of the county and precinct wherein the elector
resides; that we will carefully and truly write down the
number of votes given for each candidate at the election
as often as his name is read to us by the inspector and in
all things truly and faithfully perform our duty respect-
ing the same to the best of our judgment and abilities,
and that we are not directly nor indirectly interested in
any bet or wager on the result of this election.” [1965 c
9 § 29.45.110. Prior: Code 1881 § 3073; 1865 p 32 § 7;
RRS § 5163.]

29.45.120 Compensation. The fees of officers of
election shall be as follows: )

To the judges and clerks of an election not less than
the minimum hourly wage per hour as provided under
RCW 49.46.020 as now or hereafter amended, the exact
amount to be fixed by the respective boards of county
commissioners for each county. To inspectors, the rate
paid to judges and clerks plus an additional two hours'
compensation. The precinct election officer picking up
the election supplies and returning the election returns to
the county auditor shall be entitled to additional com-
pensation, the exact amount to be determined by the re-
spective boards of county commissioners for each
county. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 124 § 2; 1965 c 9 § 29.45.120.
Prior: 1961 c 43 § 1; 1951 ¢ 67 § 1; 1945 c 186 § 1,
1919 c 163 § 13; 1895 c 20 § 1; Code 1881 § 3151; 1866
p8§9; 1865 p 52 § 12; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 5166. See
also 1907 ¢ 209 § 15; RRS § 5192.]

Severability——1971 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW
29.33.220.

29.45.130 Precinct officers where voting machines are
used Variation in number and character. See RCW
29.33.210.

29.45.135 Precinct officers where voting machines
are used Instruction in use of machines Com-
pensation. See RCW 29.33.220.
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29.45.140 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives, primary or election to fill——Precinct elec-
tion officers——Who to serve. See RCW 29.68.110.

Chapter 29.48
POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS BEFORE POLLS

OPEN
Sections
29.48.005 Polling place——May be located outside precinct.
29.48.007 Polling place Use of school facilities.
29.48.010 Preparation of voting compartments.
29.48.020 Time for arrival of officers.
29.48.030 Delivery of supplies.
29.48.035 Additional supplies for paper ballots.
29.48.040 Additional supplies for voting machines.
29.48.050 Receipt for key to voting machine.
29.48.060 Posting of instructions.
29.48.070 Inspection of ballot box.
29.48.080 Inspection of voting machine.
29.48.090 Duty to display flag.
29.48.100 Proclamation opening the polls.

Delivery of registration files: RCW 29.07.170.
Election laws to be in hands of officers of election: RCW 29.04.060.

Forms to be available when polls open
statements that registered voter is deceased: RCW 29.10.090.
statements that voter has changed residence: RCW 29.10.130,
29.10.150, 29.10.170.

Poll books: RCW 29.04.100.

Precinct election officers, appointment of and oaths: Chapter 29.45
RCW.

Violations and penalties for actions taken before polls open: Chapter
2985 RCW.

Voting machines, protection of after delivery, and lighting: RCW
29.33.150.

29.48.005 Polling place——May be located outside
precinct. Polling places for the various voting precincts
may be located outside the boundaries of the respective
precincts, when the officers conducting the primary or
election shall deem it feasible: Provided, That such poll-
ing places shall be located within a reasonable distance
of their respective precincts. The purpose of this section
. is to furnish adequate voting facilities at readily accessi-
ble and identifiable locations and nothing herein shall be
construed as affecting the number, method of selection
or duties of precinct election officers. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48-
.005. Prior: 1951 ¢ 123 § 1.]

29.48.007 Polling place——Use of school facilities.
The board of directors of each school district shall coop-
erate with the county auditor by making schools avail-
able for use as polling places on the dates on which state
primary and state general elections are held. When in
the judgment of the county auditor the voters will be
best served thereby, he shall notify the board of directors
of the school district of the number of schoolrooms de-
sired for use as polling places. The board of directors in
cooperation with the county auditor shall designate the
schools, schoolrooms or school facilities to be made
available for use as such polling places and shall make
such schools, schoolrooms or school facilities available
for that purpose. Payment for said polling places shall be
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made as provided by law. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.007. Prior:
1955 ¢ 201 § 1.]

29.48.010 Preparation of voting compartments. The
inspectors of election at the expense of the county or
other constituency shall provide in their respective poll-
ing places a sufficient number of booths or compart-
ments, which shall be furnished with the supplies and
conveniences necessary to enable the voter conveniently
to prepare his ballot for voting, and in which electors
may mark their ballots, screened from observation, and
a’ guardrail so constructed that only persons within the
rail can approach within fifty feet of the ballot boxes, or
compartments. The number of compartments shall not
be less than one for every fifty electors or fraction
thereof registered in the precinct or voting at the last
preceding election where there is no registration. In pre-
cincts containing less than twenty—five voters, the elec-
tion may be conducted without the preparation of
compartments. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.010. Prior: 1907 ¢ 130
§ 2, part; 1889 p 408 § 21, part; RRS § 5278, part.]

29.48.020 Time for arrival of officers. The precinct
election officers for each precinct shall meet at the des-
ignated polling place at the time set by the county audi-
tor. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 80; 1965 c 9 § 29.48.020. Prior:
1957 ¢ 195 § 6; prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 12, part; RRS § 5312,
part.]

Effective date Severability 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 29.01.006.
Clerks, hour to report: RCW 29.45.020.

29.48.030 Delivery of supplies. Before the hour for
opening the polls at any primary or election and allow-
ing a reasonable time for preparation thereof, the county
auditor or other officer in charge of such primary or
election shall deliver to the inspector or one of the judges
of each precinct:

(1) The precinct list of registered voters for that pre-
cinct and a suitable means to record the signature,
name, and address of the voter;

(2) Ballots equal to the number of voters registered
therein or such number as the county auditor or other
officer in charge of such primary or election may certify
to be necessary;

(3) A suitable ballot container (except when voting
machines are in use), with lock and key, having an
opening through the lid thereof of no larger size than
sufficient to admit a single folded ballot or ballot card;

(4) Two cards of instructions to voters printed in
English in large clear type containing full instruction to
voters as to how:

(a) To obtain ballots for voting;

(b) To prepare the ballots for deposit in the ballot
boxes;

(c) To obtain a new ballot in the place of one spoiled
by accident or mistake;

(5) Sample ballots;

(6) Two oaths for each inspector and each judge;

(7) One United States flag;
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(8) All other supplies necessary for conducting the
election or primary. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 81; 1971 exs.
202 § 40; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.030. Prior: (i) 1921 c 178 §
8; Code 1881 § 3078; 1865 p 34 § 3; RRS § 5322. (ii)
1919 ¢ 163 § 20, part; 1895 c 156 § 9, part; 1889 p 411
§ 28, part; RRS § 5293, part. (iii) 1907 ¢ 209 § 20;
RRS § 5196. (iv) 1913 c 138 § 29, part; RRS § 5425,
part. (v) 1915¢c 124 § 1; 1895 c 156 § 5; 1893 c 91 § 1;
1889 p 407 § 18; RRS § 5275. (vi) 1921 ¢ 68 § 1, part;
RRS § 5320, part. (vii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 6, part; 1889 p 407
§ 20; RRS § 5277, part. (viii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 2, part;
Code 1881 § 3074; 1865 p 32 § 8 RRS § 5164, part.
(ix) 1905 ¢ 39 § 1, part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part; RRS §
5272, part. (x) 1935c 20 § 5, part; 1921 c 178 § 6, part;
1915 c 114 § 2, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 7, part; RRS § 5306,
part. (xi) 1854 p 67 § 16; No RRS. (xii) 1854 p 67 § 17,
part; No RRS. (xiii) 1915 c 114 § 7, part; 1913 ¢ 58 §
13, part; RRS § 5313, part. (xiv) 1915 ¢ 14 § 6, part;
1913 c 58 § 11, part; RRS § 5311, part. (xv) 1933¢c 1 §
10, part; RRS § 5114-10, part. (xvi) Code 1881 § 3093,
part; RRS § 5338, part. (xvii) 1903 ¢ 85 § 1, part; RRS
§ 3339, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.48.035 Additional supplies for paper ballots. In
precincts where votes are cast on paper ballots, the fol-
lowing supplies, in addition to those specified in RCW
29.48.030 as now or hereafter amended, shall be
provided:

(1) Two tally books in which the names of the candi-
dates shall be listed in the order in which they appear on
the sample ballots and in each case have the proper
party designation at the head thereof;

(2) Two certificates or two sample ballots prepared as
blanks, for recording of the unofficial results by the pre-
cinct election officers. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 82.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.48.040 Additional supplies for voting machines.
When voting machines are used the county auditor or
other officer shall deliver to the inspector or one of the
judges of each precinct not later than forty—five minutes
before the time for opening the polls the following addi-
tional supplies:

(1) The key for each voting machine, sealed in an en-
velope upon which is written the designation and loca-
tion of the polling place, the number of the voting
machine, the number or other designation mark of the
seal on the machine, and the number registered on the
protective counter thereof as reported by the custodian;

(2) Two diagrams;

(3) One extra set of ballot labels;

(4) One envelope containing a seal for sealing the
machine after the polls are closed;

(5) One envelope for the return of the keys;

(6) Two statements of canvass. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.040.
Prior: 1915 c 114 § 6, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 11, part; RRS §
53it, part.]
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Duties of election officers where machines used: RCW 29.51.130
through 29.51. 160.

Voting machines: Chapter 29.33 RCW.
Voting machines, printed matter and supplies: RCW 29.33.190.

29.48.050 Receipt for key to voting machine. At the
time of delivering the key to a voting machine, the
county auditor or other officer shall require a receipt
therefor bearing upon it the identical information re-
quired to be placed upon the envelope in which it is
delivered. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.050. Prior: 1915 c 114 § 6,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 11, part; RRS § 5311, part.]

29.48.060 Posting of instructions. The judges of
election shall post in and about the polling place at least
two voters' instruction cards and where voting machines
are used at least two diagrams of the voting machine.
[1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.060. Prior: (i) 1919 c 163 § 20, part;
1895 c 116 § 9, part; 1889 p 411 § 28, part; RRS §
5293, part. (ii) 1913 ¢ 58 § 12, part; RRS § 5312, part.]

29.48.070 Inspection of ballot box. Before opening
the polls, the ballot box shall be carefully examined by
the judges of election that nothing may remain therein;
it shall then be locked and the key thereof delivered to
one of the judges, to be designated by the auditor or
other officer and shall not be opened during the election
except in the manner and for the purposes otherwise
provided by law. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.070. Prior: 1854 p 67
§ 17, part; No RRS\]

Reviser's note: As part of the 1965 reenactment of Title 29 RCW,
the phrase "except in the manner and for the purposes otherwise pro-
vided by law" was added to harmonize with other sections. See, for
example, RCW 29.54.030 and 29.54.045.

29.48.080 Inspection of voting machine. In precincts
where machines are used the election officers before un-
locking the machine for voting shall proceed as follows:

(1) They shall see that the voting machine is placed
where it can be conveniently attended by the election
officers and conveniently operated by the voters, and
where, unless its construction requires otherwise, the
ballot labels thereon can be plainly seen by the election
officers and the public when not being voted on;

(2) They shall see that the model is placed where each
voter can conveniently operate it and receive instructions
thereon as to the manner of voting, before entering the
machine booth;

(3) They shall post one diagram inside the polling
room and one outside, in places where the voters can
conveniently examine them;

(4) They shall see that the lantern or other means
provided for giving light is in such condition that the
voting machine is sufficiently lighted to enable voters to
readily read the names on the ballot labels;

(5) They shall see that the ballot labels are in the
proper places on the machine;

(6) They shall see whether the number or other desig-
nating mark on the seal sealing the machine, also the
number registered on the protective counter agree with
the number written on the envelope containing the keys.
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If they do not agree they shall at once notify the custo-
dian and delay unlocking the machine, and opening the
polls until he has reexamined the machine;

(7) If the numbers or marks on the envelope contain-
ing the keys and upon the machine do agree, they shall
proceed to see whether the public counter and all the
candidate and question counters register "000." If any of
the counters are found to register a number other than
"000", one of the judges shall at once notify the custo-
dian who shall set such counter at "000;"

(8) Where voting machines equipped with printed
election returns mechanism are used, they shall proceed
to operate the mechanism provided to produce one im-
printed "before election inspection sheet” showing
whether the candidate and question counters register
"000". If said sheet has imprinted thereon any numbers
below any candidate's name or below any question's
designation other than "000" one of the judges shall, af-
ter the polls close, under the scrutiny of the other mem-
bers of the board of election officials, deduct that
number from that candidate's or question's total in the
space provided for on the return sheet.

After performing their duties as provided in this sec-
tion, the election officers shall certify thereto in the ap-
propriate places on the statement of canvass as provided
thereon. When the polls are declared open, one of the
election officers shall break the seal and unlock the ma-
chine for voting. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.48.080. Prior: 1957 c
195 § 7; prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 12, part; RRS § 5312, part.]

29.48.090 Duty to display flag. At all primaries and
elections the flag of the United States shall be conspicu-
ously displayed in front of each polling place. [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.48.090. Prior: 1921 c 68 § 1, part; RRS § 5320,
part.]

29.48.100 Proclamation opening the polls. The pre-
cinct election board, before they commence receiving
ballots, shall cause it to be proclaimed aloud at the place
of voting that the polls are now open. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.48.100. Prior: Code 1881 § 3077; 1865 p 34 § 2; RRS §
5321.]

Opening and closing polls: RCW 29.13.080.

Chapter 29.51

POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS DURING
VOTING HOURS

Sections

29.51.010 Preventing interference with balloting.

29.51.020 Electioneering within the polls forbidden——Prohibited
practices as to ballots——Penalty.

29.51.030 Electioneering by election officers forbidden——
Penalty.

29.51.050  Request and delivery of ballot to voter.

29.51.060 Signing poll book or precinct list as requisite to
vote——Comparison of signature Copy in second
poll book or precinct list.

29.51.070 Entry on registration card or precinct list.

29.51.080 Transcribing name on poll book when registration not a
prerequisite.

29.51.090 Marking ballot at primaries.

29.51.100 Marking ballot at final election——Write-in voting.
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29.51.110 Redelivery of ballot after voting.

29.51.120 Record of voters having voted.

29.51.125 Determination of who has and who has not voted.

29.51.130 Voting machine——Help in use.

29.51.140 Voting machine——When all voters do not vote on all
offices.

29.51.150 Voting machine——Periodic examination.

29.51.160 Voting machine——Out of order.

29.51.170 Write—in voting——Party affiliation, when——Nomi-
nee to execute declaration of candidacy, pay fee.

29.51.175 Votes by stickers, printed label, rejected.

29.51.180 Taking papers into compartment or booth.

29.51.190 Vote only once——Spoiled ballots.

29.51.200 Handicapped voters.

29.51.215 Handicapped voters Penalty.

29.51.220 Time allowed each voter to vote.

29.51.230 Unlawful acts by voters Penalty.

29.51.240 No adjournment until polls close.

29.51.250 Closing the polls.

29.51.260 Proclamation of closing.

Candidate giving or purchasing liquor during voting hours prohibited:
RCW 66.44.265.

Polling place regulations during voting hours and after closing: Chap-
ter 29.54 RCW.

Subversive activities, disqualification from voting or holding office:
RCW 9.81.040.

Violations and penalties for acts committed during voting hours:
Chapter 29.85 RCW.

Voting machines, use of during voting hours: Chapter 29.33 RCW.

29.51.010 Preventing interference with balloting. No
person other than voters engaged in receiving, preparing,
or depositing their ballots or a person present for the
purpose of challenging a voter about to receive his ballot
shall be permitted within the rail.

In the case of small precincts where compartments are
not required, no person engaged in preparing his ballot
shall be interfered with in any way except by some per-
son authorized to assist him in preparing his ballot.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.010. Prior: 1907 ¢ 130 § 2, part; 1889
p 408 § 21, part; RRS § 5278, part.]

29.51.020 Electioneering within the polls forbid-
den Prohibited practices as to ballots Penalty.
No person shall do any electioneering, or circulate cards
or handbills of any kind, or solicit signatures to any kind
of petition on primary or election day within any polling
place, or any building in which an election is being held,
or within one hundred feet thereof, nor obstruct the
doors or entries thereto, or prevent free ingress to and
egress from said building. Any election officer, sherifTf,
constable, or other peace officer shall have power to and
shall clear the passageway and prevent such obstruction,
and arrest any person creating such obstruction.

No person shall remove any ballot from the polling
place before the closing of the polls; nor shall any person
solicit the elector to show his ballot; nor shall any person
except a judge of election receive from any elector a
ballot prepared for voting; nor shall any person other
than such inspector or judges of election deliver a ballot
to such elector. Whoever violates any provision of this
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con-
viction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars, and adjudged to pay the costs of
prosecution. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.020. Prior: (i) 1947 ¢ 35
§ 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
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5298, part. (ii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 7, part; 1889 p 409 § 22,
part; Code 1881 § 3079, part; 1865 p 34 § 4, part; RRS
§ 5279, part.]

29.51.030 Electioneering by election officers forbid-
den——Penalty. Any election officer who does any elec-
tioneering on primary or election day, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in
any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars and pay the
costs of prosecution. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.030. Prior: 1947
c 35§ 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
5298, part.]

29.51.050 Request and delivery of ballot to voter. A
voter desiring to vote shall give his name to one of the
election officers, who shall then in an audible tone an-
nounce it. A challenge may then be interposed. If no
challenge is interposed or if it is overruled, the voter
shall be given a ballot or permitted to enter a voting
machine booth as the case may be. If a ballot is given
the number thereof must be called to the clerks of elec-
tion. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.050. Prior: (i) 1895 c 156 § 7,
part; 1889 p 409 § 22, part; Code 1881 § 3079, part;
1865 p 34 § 4, part; RRS § 5279, part. (ii) 1915¢c 114 §
7, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

29.51.060 Signing poll book or precinct list as requi-
site to vote——Comparison of signature——Copy in
second poll book or precinct list. If any person appears
and offers or demands the right to vote at any primary
or election, as a registered voter in the precinct where
the primary or election is held, the election officers shall
require him to sign his name and current address subject
to penalties of perjury in one of the official poll books or
in a space provided on one of the precinct lists of regis-
tered voters, which shall be designated the county audi-
tor's copy: Provided, That if the person registered using
a cross or mark, and being identified by the signature of
some other person, the election officers must require the
person offering to vote to be identified by the person
who so signed, or by a registered voter of the precinct.
Unless the identifying witness is personally known to the
election officers, or to some of them, they may require
the identifying witness to sign his name in the presence
of the election officers for the purpose of identification.

As soon as it is determined that the person is qualified
to vote, one of the precinct election officers shall copy
the voter's name and address on the corresponding line
in a second poll book or precinct list of registered voters
which shall be identified as the inspector's copy. [1971
ex.s. ¢ 202 § 41; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 9; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 156 §
5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.060. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 24; RRS §
5114-24.]

Forms, secretary of state to design

29.10.150.

Poll books As public records——Copies to representatives of ma-
Jor political parties: RCW 29.04.100.

Availability to public: RCW

29.51.070 Entry on registration card or precinct list.
At every primary and election whereat only registered
voters may vote, as each voter casts his vote, and, where
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voting machines are used, before each voter enters the
voting machine booth, each clerk shall insert in his list
of voters, opposite the voter's name, the letter "V" and
the number of his vote or ballot and the inspector or one
of the judges shall enter on the voter's registration card
or beside his name on the precinct list of registered vot-
ers, in the space provided for that purpose, the month,
day and year of the primary or election (for example
11/4/30) or such other notation as may be prescribed to
credit the voter with having participated in the election.
(1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 42; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.070. Prior: (i)
1895 ¢ 156 § 7, part; 1889 p 409 § 22, part; Code 1881
§ 3079, part; 1865 p 34 § 4, part; RRS § 5279, part. (ii)
1933 ¢ 1 § 25; RRS § 5114-25. (iii) 1915 c 114 § 7,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

Absentee voters credited with voting: RCW 29.36.075, 29.36.095.

29.51.080 Transcribing name on poll book when reg-
istration not a prerequisite. At primaries or elections
where registration is not a prerequisite the clerks of
election shall transcribe the names of the voters in the
poll books and enter against each name the number of
the ballot delivered to that voter. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.080.
Prior: 1895 ¢ 156 § 7, part; 1889 p 409 § 22, part; Code
1881 § 3079, part; 1865 p 34 § 4, part; RRS § 5279,
part.]

29.51.090 Marking ballot at primaries. At primaries,
the voter, upon receiving his ballot, without leaving the
polling place shall enter a compartment alone and there
designate his choice on his ballot by making a cross in
each of the small squares nearest the names of the can-
didates for whom he desires to vote and shall not vote
for more candidates for an office than there are positions
to be filled by the election following the primary as in-
dicated on the ballot "vote for one" (or whatever num-
ber may be indicated). Having marked his ballot, he
shall fold it so that the number appears upon the outside
and its face is concealed and deliver it to the inspector of
election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.090. Prior: (i) 1935 ¢ 26 § 3,
part; 1921 ¢ 177 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 163 § 15, part; 1917 ¢
71 § 2, part; 1909 c 82 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 12, part;
RRS § 5189, part. (ii) 1947 ¢ 77 § 2, part; 1895 c 156 §
8, part; 1889 p 409 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5288,
part.]

Primary ballots——Numbering: RCW 29.30.010.

29.51.100 Marking ballot at final election: Write-
in voting. On receipt of his ballot in an election the elec-
tor shall forthwith and without leaving the polling place
retire alone to one of the places, booths, or apartments
provided to prepare his ballot. Each elector shall prepare
his ballot by marking a cross "X" after the name of ev-
ery person or candidate for whom he wishes to vote.

In case of a ballot containing a constitutional amend-
ment or other question to be submitted to the vote of the
people the voter shall mark a cross "X" after the ques-
tion, for or against the amendment or proposition, as the
case may be. Any elector may write in the blank spaces
the name of any person for whom he may wish to vote:
Provided, That where a partisan office is concerned, the
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voter must not only write in the name of the candidate
but also the party affiliation of such person pursuant to
the provisions of RCW 29.51.170 as now or hereafter
amended.

Before leaving the booth or compartment the elector
shall fold his ballot in such a manner that the number of
the ballot shall appear on the outside thereof, without
displaying the marks on the face thereof, and deliver it
to the inspector of election. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 15; 1965
¢ 9 § 29.51.100. Prior: (i) 1947 c 77 § 2, part; 1895 c
156 § 8, part; 1889 p 409 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
5288, part. (ii) 1889 p 410 § 24, part; RRS § 5289,
part.]

29.51.110 Redelivery of ballot after voting. Upon de-
livery of each ballot after being marked and folded by a
voter, the inspector in an audible tone shall repeat the
name of the voter and the number of the ballot. The
election clerks having in charge the registration cards
and poll books or precinct lists of registered voters, if
they find that the number marked opposite the voter's
name thereon corresponds with the number of the ballot
handed to the inspector, shall mark the word "voted" or
check a spot so designated opposite the name of such
voter and one of the clerks shall call back in an audible
tone the name of the voter and the number of his ballot.
The inspector shall then separate the slip containing the
number of the ballot from the ballot and shall deposit
the ballot in the ballot box. The numbers removed from
the ballots shall be destroyed immediately. [1971 ex.s. c
202 § 43; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.110. Prior: 1947 ¢ 77 § 2,
part; 1895 c 156 § 8, part; 1889 p 409 § 23, part; Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 5288, part.]

29.51.120 Record of voters having voted. The name
of each voter whose ballot has been marked, folded and
delivered to the inspector shall be immediately entered
by each clerk in the column of his poll list headed
"Names of voters," numbering each name in the addi-
tional column as it is taken down, so that it may be seen
at any time whether the two lists agree. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.51.120. Prior: Code 1881 § 3080, part; 1865 p 34 § S,
part; RRS § 5324, part.]

29.51.125 Determination of who has and who has not
voted. At any election, general or special, or at any pri-
mary, any political party or committee may designate a
person other than a precinct election officer, for each
polling place to check a list of registered voters of the
precinct to determine who has and who has not voted:
Provided, That such lists shall be furnished by the party
or committee concerned. [1977 ex.s. c 361 § 83; 1965 ¢
9 § 29.51.125. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 24 § 1.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.
Major political party defined: RCW 29.01.090.
Poll books As public records Copies to representatives of ma-
Jor political parties: RCW 29.04. 100.

29.51.130 Voting machine Help in use. If voting
machines are being used, the election officers shall in-
form the voter as clearly as possible how to operate the
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machine and illustrate its use upon the model, calling his
attention to the diagram. If after entering the booth, any
voter asks for information regarding its operation, the
election officers must give him the necessary informa-
tion. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.130. Prior: 1915 ¢ 114 § 7, part;
1913 c 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

29.51.140 Voting machine When all voters do
not vote on all offices. Whenever a voter enters the booth
who has the right to vote only on certain offices and
measures, an election officer shall adjust the machine so
that he can vote on such offices and measures and no
others. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.140. Prior: 1915 c 114 § 7,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

29.51.150 Voting machine Periodic examination.
The election officers shall occasionally examine the face
of the machine and the ballot labels to determine
whether they have been injured or tampered with. [1965
c 9 § 29.51.150. Prior: 1915 c 114 § 7, part; 1913 ¢ 58 §
13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

29.51.160 Voting machine——Out of order. If a vot-
ing machine installed in an election precinct becomes
inoperative in any particular, the inspector or a judge
shall give immediate notice to the custodian who must
repair the machine or substitute another machine. If a
substituted machine is used, the records of that and the
machine for which it was substituted must be added in
ascertaining the results of the primary or election.

If the defective machine cannot be repaired or no ef-
fective machine can be substituted immediately a ballot
box must be furnished and the officers of election shall
use diagrams of the machine if available or the regular
printed ballots furnished precincts where machines are
not used and count them with the votes registered on the
voting machine and the result declared as though a vot-
ing machine had been used throughout the primary or
election. Any marking of the diagrams or ballots by the
voters which clearly indicates their intention shall be
sufficient. The diagrams or ballots thus voted must be
preserved and returned to the county election officer
with a certificate setting forth how and why the same
came to be voted. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.160. Prior: 1915 ¢
114 § 7, part; 1913 c 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part.]

29.51.170 Write-in voting Party affiliation,
when Nominee to execute declaration of candidacy,
pay fee. At any election or primary, any voter may write
in on the ballot the name of any person for whom he
desires to vote for any office and such vote shall be
counted the same as if the name had been printed on the
ballot and marked by the voter: Provided, That no
write—in vote for a partisan office at a general election
shall be valid for any person who has offered himself as
a candidate for such position for the nomination at the
preceding primary: Provided, further, That when voting
machines or voting devices and ballot cards are used, no
write—in vote for any candidate for a partisan office at
either a state primary election or state general election
shall be valid unless a political party affiliation is also
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written by the voter after the candidate's name: And
provided further, That in the instance of a write-in can-
didate for a partisan office only those write—in votes
constituting the greatest number of .a single political
party designation shall be valid for counting purposes
when the canvassing authority certifies the official elec-
tion returns. The same procedure must be followed when
paper ballots are used for partisan offices at a state pri-
mary election. For such write~in voting, it shall not be
necessary for a voter to write the full name of the politi-
cal party concerned. Any abbreviation including the first
letter of the political party name shall be acceptable as
long as the precinct election officers can determine to
their satisfaction the person voted for and the political
party intended.

Any person who is nominated at any primary election
as a write—in candidate for any public office but who has
not previously paid the regular filing fee shall not have
his name printed on the official ballot for the general
election unless, within five days after the official canvass
of the primary vote, he executes a declaration of candi-
dacy and pays the same fee required by law to be paid
by candidates for filing for the office for which he has
been nominated. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 121 § 1; 1967 exs. ¢
109 § 28; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 14; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.170.
Prior: (i) 1931 c 14 § 1; 1909 c 82 § 12; RRS § 5213.
(ii) 1933 c 85 § 2; RRS § 5213-2. (iii) 1905 c 39 § 1,
part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part; RRS § 5272, part.]

29.51.175S Votes by stickers, printed label, rejected.
Votes cast by stickers or printed label shall not be valid
for any purpose and shall be rejected: Provided, That
such action shall not jeopardize the remaining portion of
the voter's ballot. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 16.]

29.51.180 Taking papers into compartment or booth.
Any voter may take with him into the polling place any
printed or written memorandum or paper to assist him
in marking or preparing his ballot. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51-
.180. Prior: 1905 ¢ 39 § 1, part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part;
RRS § 5272, part.]

29.51.190 Vote only once——Spoiled ballots. No
voter shall be permitted to enter a voting machine booth
or move the operating lever more than once; or, if ballots
are used, no ballots shall be cast other than those printed
by the respective county auditors or other authorized
election officials as provided by law, and no voter shall
be entitled to vote more than one ballot: Provided, That
if a voter spoils a ballot, he shall return it and get a new
ballot; the election officers shall immediately destroy the
spoiled ballots returned. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.190. Prior: (i)
1889 p 410 § 25; RRS § 5290. (ii) 1935 c 26 § 3, part;
1921 ¢ 177 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 163 § 15, part; 1917 c 71 §
2, part; 1909 c 82 § 4, part; 1907 c 209 § 12, part; RRS
§ 5189, part. (iii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 7, part; 1889 p 409 § 22,
part; Code 1881 § 3079, part; 1865 p 34 § 4, part; RRS
§ 5279, part. (iv) 1915 c 114 § 7, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 13,
part; RRS § 5313, part. (v) 1905 ¢ 39 § 1, part; 1889 p
405 § 15, part; RRS § 5272, part.]
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29.51.200 Handicapped voters. Voting shall be secret
except to the extent necessary to assist sensory or physi-
cally handicapped voters.

If any voter declares in the presence of the election
officers that because of sensory or physical handicap he
is unable to register or record his vote, he may designate
a person of his choice or two election officers from op-
posite political parties to enter the voting machine booth
with him and record his vote as he directs. [1981 ¢ 34 §
1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 17; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.200. Prior: (i)
1915c 114 § 7, part; 1913 c 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313,
part. (ii) 1947 ¢ 35 § 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33, part;
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5298, part. Former law: 1901 ¢ 135
§ 6, 1889 p 410 § 26.]

Handicapped persons, accessibility of polling places: Chapter 29.57
RCW.

29.51.215 Handicapped voters Penalty. Any per-
son violating any provision of RCW 29.51.200, as now
or hereafter amended, shall be punished as for a misde-
meanor. [1981 ¢ 34 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.215. Prior:
1935 ¢ 100 § 2; RRS § 5291-2. Formerly RCW
29.85.250.]

29.51.220 Time allowed each voter to vote. No voter
shall remain within a voting machine booth longer than
two minutes unless there are no other voters waiting to
vote, nor in a compartment arranged for voting by ballot
longer than five minutes unless there are no other voters
waiting to vote. If he refuses to leave at the end of his
allotted time, the precinct election officers may remove
him by force. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.220. Prior: (i) 1889 p
410 § 24, part; RRS § 5289, part. (ii) 1915 c 114 § 7,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 13, part; RRS § 5313, part. (iii) 1935
c 26 § 3, part; 1921 ¢ 177 § 1, part; 1919 c 163 § 15,
part; 1917 ¢ 71 § 2, part; 1909 c 82 § 4, part; 1907 ¢
209 § 12, part; RRS § 5189, part.]

29.51.230 Unlawful acts by voters:
shall be unlawful for a voter to:

(1) Show his ballot after it is marked to any person in
such a way as to reveal the contents thereof or the name
of any candidate for whom he has marked his vote;

(2) Receive a ballot from any person other than the
election officer having charge of the ballots;

(3) Vote or offer to vote any ballot except one that he
has received from the election officer having charge of
the ballots;

(4) Place any mark upon his ballot by which it may
afterward be identified as the one voted by him;

(5) Fail to return to the election officers any ballot he
received from an election officer.

A violation of any provision of this section shall be a
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding one
hundred dollars, plus costs of prosecution. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.51.230. Prior: 1947 ¢ 35 § 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33,
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5298, part.]

Penalty. It

29.51.240 No adjournment until polls close. No ad-
journment or intermission whatever shall take place until
the polls are closed and until all the votes cast at the
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polls have been counted and the result publicly an-
nounced. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.240. Prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 16,
part; 1907 c 209 § 17, part; RRS § 5194, part.]

Opening and closing polls: RCW 29.13.080.

29.51.250 Closing the polls. If at the hour of closing,
there are any voters in the polling place who have not
voted, the polls must be kept open after the hour for
closing to enable them to do so, but this shall not include
any voter who was not present at the exact time of clos-
ing. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.250. Prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 16, part;
1907 ¢ 209 § 17, part; RRS § 5194, part.]

Opening and closing polls: RCW 29.13.080.

29.51.260 Proclamation of closing. When the polls
are closed, proclamation thereof shall be made at the
place of voting and no votes shall be afterwards received.
[1965 c 9 § 29.51.260. Prior: Code 1881 § 3087; 1865 p
36 § 12; RRS § 5331.]

Chapter 29.54

POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS DURING
VOTING HOURS AND AFTER CLOSING

Sections

29.54.010 Destroying surplus ballots and ballot cards.

29.54.020 Removing ballots from box——Stringing.

29.54.030 Counting while polls open to be private——Party
observers.

29.54.035 Paper ballot precincts——Divulging ballot count——
Penalty.

29.54.040 Paper ballot precincts——Count continuous Duties
complete, when.

29.54.043 Counting ballots——Procedure.

29.54.045 Paper ballot precincts——Counting ballots——Proce-
dure when two or more sets of precinct election offi-
cers appointed.

29.54.050 Rejection of ballots and ballot cards or parts thereof.

29.54.060 Questions on legality of ballot or ballot card——Pres-
ervation and return of all ballots and ballot cards.

29.54.070 Sealing and return of counted paper ballots.

29.54.080 Paper ballots and voting machines——Certification of
result and of returns.

29.54.090 Voting machine count——Method.

29.54.100 Voting machine count——Verification and certification.

29.54.110 Voting machine count——Public announcement.

29.54.120 Voting machine count——Closing machines——Deliv-
ery of key.

29.54.130 Paper ballot and voting machine precincts——Trans-
mittal of returns Penalty.

29.54.140 Paper ballot and voting machine precincts——Duplicate
copies of unofficial results——Posting——
Transmittal.

29.54.150 United States constitutional amendment convention——
Delegates——Ascertaining election result.

29.54.160 Recall elections——Ascertaining the results.

29.54.170 Voting devices Maintenance of documents relating
to conduct of primary or election.

29.54.180 Ballot cards Copying on magnetic tape——Reten-

tion and copying of original tape.
Polling place regulations during voting hours: Chapter 29.51 RCW.
Return of registration files after election: RCW 29.07.180.

Violations and penalties for acts during voting hours and after closing:
Chapter 29.85 RCW.

Voting machines kept locked after election——Exceptions: RCW
29.33.230.
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29.54.010 Destroying surplus ballots and ballot cards.
At paper ballot precincts and at ballot card precincts
served by a single set of “precinct election officers, the
inspector and judges of election for each election pre-
cinct immediately upon the closing of the polls, and be-
fore the ballots are counted, shall destroy all unused
ballots or ballot cards furnished for use at such precinct.

At paper ballot precincts and at ballot card precincts
served by two sets of precinct election officers, the
members of the receiving board shall destroy all unused
ballots or ballot cards upon the closing of the polls.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 84; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 6; 1965 c 9 §
29.54.010. Prior: 1893 ¢ 91 § 2; RRS § 5332.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.020 Removing ballots from box——Stringing.
At paper ballot precincts served by a single set of pre-
cinct election officers, as soon as the polls are finally
closed, the inspector, judges, and clerk of election shall
immediately open the ballot boxes at their polling place
and proceed to take therefrom the ballots. Said officers
shall count the number of ballots cast and shall then
string them together. As soon as the inspector and
judges have fastened together the ballots they shall take
the tally sheets or tally books provided by the election
officer, and shall count all the ballots until the count is
completed in the manner set forth in RCW 29.54.030
and 29.54.043.

The tally sheets shall be so kept that the sheets shall
show the number of votes, cast for and against each
proposition, the total votes cast for each candidate, and
the total of all ballots cast. [1965 ex.s. c 101 § 7; 1965 c
9 § 29.54.020. Prior: (i) 1945 ¢ 90 § 1, part; Code 1881
§ 3092, part; 1868 p 19 § 2, part; Rem. Supp. 1945 §
5337, part. (ii) 1935 c 26 § 4; 1919 c 163 § 17; 1907 ¢
209 § 19; RRS § 5195. (iii) Code 1881 § 3088, part;
1865 p 37 § 1, part; RRS § 5333, part.]

29.54.030 Counting while polls open to be pri-
vate——Party observers. At paper ballot precincts
served by two sets of precinct election officers, the
counting of ballots by the counting board while the polls
are open shall in all cases be conducted in private except
that any recognized political party may appoint a duly
accredited representative to witness the counting of bal-
lots: Provided, That such representatives shall first sign
an oath of secrecy and shall not leave the polling place
during the polling hours.

At every polling place, after the polls have closed for
voting, the counting of ballots shall be public and any
citizen may then witness the proceedings: Provided, That
such person does not touch a ballot, or voting machine,
or official records and does not distract the precinct
election officers from performing their duties. [1965
ex.s.c 101 § 8; 1965 c 9 § 29.54.030. Prior: 1955 c 148
§ 4; Code 1881 § 3089; 1865 p 37 § 1, part; RRS §
5334.]

29.54.035 Paper ballot precincts Divulging ballot
count Penalty. In paper ballot precincts, no election
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officer or any other person authorized by law to be
present while votes are being counted, shall divulge the
result of the count of the ballots at any time prior to the
closing of the polls. Violation of this section is punish-
able, upon conviction, by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or
imprisonment in the county jail not less than three nor
more than six months, or by both such fine and impris-
onment. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 85; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.035.
Prior: 1955 ¢ 148 § 6.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.
Divulging returns in voting device precincts: RCW 29.34.167.

29.54.040 Paper ballot precincts Count continu-
ous——Duties complete, when. In paper ballot precincts,
the ballot container shall not be removed from the polls
nor shall the counting of the votes be discontinued until
all are counted.

The duties of the precinct election officers counting
ballots in such precincts shall not be complete until it is
determined that:

(1) A recheck of the tally marks accurately reflect the
total vote credited to each candidate and the total vote
credited for and against each proposition;

(2) The total number of votes cast for all candidates
for a single position to be filled does not exceed the
number of voters who have signed the poll book;

(3) The records of the votes in each tally book are the
same. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 86; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 9; 1965
c 9 § 29.54.040. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3088, part; 1865
p 37 § 1, part; RRS § 5333, part. (ii) Code 1881 § 3090;
1865 p 37 § 1, part; RRS § 5335.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.043 Counting ballots: Procedure. The pro-
cedure for counting of paper ballots at every September
primary or November general election shall be as
follows:

(1) The inspector shall carefully examine each ballot
and read aloud the name of each person receiving a vote,
the office for which every such person is voted for, and
the vote for or against each proposition on the ballot.

(2) The judge, representing the opposite political
party of the inspector, shall observe such reading.

(3) The second judge shall tally the votes as read in

the tally books to be returned to the election officer

having jurisdiction of the election.

(4) The clerk representing the opposite political party
of the second judge shall, at the same time, tally the
votes as read in the tally book to be retained by the
inspector.

(5) The inspector and judge observing the reading
aloud of the ballots may rotate their duties from time to
time, upon agreement.

(6) The same basic rules in the counting of paper bal-
lots at the polling places as enumerated in the above
subsections (1), (2), (3), (4), and (5) of this section shall
apply to the counting of paper ballots under the juris-
diction of the county auditor at the court house, it being
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the intention of this subsection that after the county
canvassing board has approved as valid the absentee
ballots and challenged or questioned ballots, the actual
count and tallying of such ballots shall be done by per-
sons selected by the county auditor on a bipartisan basis.
(1967 ex.s. c 109 § 2; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 12.]

29.54.045 Paper ballot precincts——Counting bal-
lots——Procedure when two or more sets of precinct
election officers appointed. In paper ballot precincts,
when two or more sets of precinct election officers have
been appointed as provided in RCW 29.45.050 the fol-
lowing procedure shall apply:

(1) The set or sets designated as the counting board or
boards shall commence tabulation of any state primary
or state general election at a time set by the officer in
charge of the election.

(2) A second ballot container for receiving ballots
shall be used, and the first ballot container shall be
closed and delivered to the counting board or boards:
Provided, That there have been at least ten ballots cast.
The counting board or boards shall at a time set by the
officer in charge of the election proceed to the place
provided for them and at once count the votes. When
counted they shall return the emptied ballot container to
the inspector and judges conducting the election and the
latter shall then deliver to the counting board or boards
the second ballot container, if there have been at least
ten ballots cast, who shall then proceed as before. The
counting of ballots and exchange of ballot containers
shall continue until the polls are closed after which the
election board conducting the election shall conclude
their duties and the counting board or boards shall con-
tinue until all ballots are counted.

(3) The receiving board conducting the election shall
perform all of the duties as now provided by law except
for the counting of the ballots, the posting and certifica-
tion of the unofficial returns and the delivery of the of-
ficial returns, together with the election supplies to the
county auditor.

(4) Suitable oaths of office for all precinct election
officials, when two or more sets of officials are em-
ployed, shall be prepared by the secretary of state as ex
officio chief election officer. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 87; 1973
c 102 § 4; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 10; 1965 c 9 § 29.54.045.
Prior: 1955 ¢ 148 § 5.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.050 Rejection of ballots and ballot cards or
parts thereof. Ballots and ballot.cards must be rejected
if:

(1) Two are found folded together;

(2) Marked so as to identify who the voter is: Pro-
vided, That this subsection (2) shall not apply to absen-
tee ballots;

(3) Printed other than by the respective county audi-
tors or other authorized election officials as provided by
law.

Those parts of ballots and ballot cards must not be
counted which:
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(1) Designate more persons for an office than are to
be elected to that office;

(2) Are not in compliance with RCW 29.51.170;

(3) Are not marked with sufficient definiteness to de-
termine the voter's. choice or intention: Provided, That
no ballot or ballot card or part thereof shall be rejected
for want of form or mistake in initials of names if the
election board can determine to their satisfaction the
person voted for and the office intended. [1977 ex.s. c
361 § 88; 1973 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 121 § 2; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 11;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.050. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3091; 1865
p 38 § 2; RRS § 5336. (ii) 1895 c 156 § 10; 1889 p 411
§ 29; RRS § 5294. (iii) 1905 ¢ 39 § 1, part; 1889 p 405
§ 15, part; RRS § 5272, part. (iv) 1895 ¢ 156 § 11, part;
1886 p 128 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3079, part; 1865 p 34
§ 4, part; RRS § 5323, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006. '

29.54.060 Questions on legality of ballot or ballot
card——Preservation and return of all ballots and ballot
cards. Whenever a question arises in the precinct elec-
tion board or the counting center as to the legality of a
ballot or ballot card or any part thereof, the action
thereon together with a concise statement of the facts
that gave rise to the objection must be indorsed upon the
ballot or attached to the ballot card and signed by a
majority of the board or the counting center personnel
processing the ballot. All such ballots and statements
shall be forwarded to the canvassing board. All ballots
and ballot cards must be preserved whether rejected or
counted in whole or in part and returned in the same
manner as other ballots and ballot cards. [1977 ex.s. c
361 § 89; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.060. Prior: Code 1881 §
3080, part; 1865 p 34 § 5, part; RRS § 5324, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.070 Sealing and return of counted paper bal-
lots. After all the paper ballots have been counted,
strung, and tallied it shall be the duty of the inspector to
place them in a sealed envelope and write thereon, "Bal-
lotsof ._________ precinct __________ county, state of
Washington, of election held this ____. day of
__________ , 19__," and deliver such sealed envelope to
the auditor of the county or other election official. The
county auditor or other officer shall keep the sealed en-
velope containing said ballots unopened for the period of
two months, to be used only as evidence in case or cases
of contest when called for. At the end of that time he
shall burn or make such disposition of said ballots, as he
may deem expedient, in the presence of two other offi-
cers. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 90; 1967 ex.s. c 109 § 10; 1965
c 9 § 29.54.070. Prior: 1945 ¢ 90 § 1, part; Code 1881 §
3092, part; 1868 p 19 § 2, part; Rem. Supp. 1945 §
5337, part.]

Effective date—Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.080 Paper ballots and voting machines
Certification of result and of returns. As soon as all the
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paper ballots have been counted or the voting machines
have been canvassed, two sets of the following papers
shall be assembled:

(1) One poll list;

(2) One tally book or set of tally sheets, or one state-
ment of canvass where voting machines are used;

(3) One each of the duplicate oaths of the inspector,
the judges and the clerks.

To each set of papers shall be attached a certificate
signed by the inspector, the judges and the clerks desig-
nating, in the order in which they appear upon the sam-
ple ballots, each candidate, the number of votes he
received, and the office for which he is a candidate. The
number of votes in each case must be written in words
and figures (for example five thousand four hundred and
fifty—two——(5452)).

One set shall constitute the "returns” to be made to
the canvassing board or official; the other set shall be
retained by the inspector and preserved by him for at
least six months. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 91; 1965¢c 9 § 29-
.54.080. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 9; prior: (i) Code 1881 §
3093, part; 1865 p 38 § 3, part; RRS § 5338, part. (ii)
1903 ¢ 85 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38
§ 4, part; RRS § 5339, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Voting devices, official returns: RCW 29.34.167.

29.54.090 Voting machine count Method. At any
election or primary where machines are used, as soon as
the last voter has voted, the election officers shall lock
and seal the machine, unlock and open the doors of the
counter compartment, and canvass the votes registered
on the counters therein and the votes recorded on or in
the device or devices for voting for persons not nomi-
nated, and shall make two statements of canvass thereof
in the following manner:

(1) One election officer shall call the designating
number and letter of each candidate's counter in the or-
der given on the statement of canvass, and another elec-
tion officer shall repeat such number and letter as it is
read, and announce the vote registered on such counter,
which shall thereupon be entered in ink on each of the
statements of canvass;

(2) The canvass of each office shall be completed be-
fore proceeding to the next;

(3) The vote on each question shall be canvassed in
the same manner;

(4) The votes cast on the irregular ballots and paper
ballots shall then be canvassed;

(5) All votes for persons or questions, the names or
propositions of which appear on the ballot labels, must
be cast on the proper counters therefor. All votes for
persons or questions, whose names or propositions do not
appear upon the ballot labels must be cast in the proper
places or in the device for irregular ballots. Any votes
not so cast shall not be counted, except in case of the use
of paper ballots;

(6) In precincts where voting machines equipped with
printed election returns mechanism are used, the original
and duplicate originals of the printed returns sheet of
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the votes cast for questions and for candidates regularly
nominated, or who have duly filed, together with the
tabulation and inclusion of any votes written in on the
paper roll for those not regularly nominated, or who
have not filed, shall constitute the "election returns” and
"statement of canvass” from each such precinct when
properly certified by the board of election officials.

During the canvassing said printed return sheets shall
be available for public inspection and opportunity shall
be given any person lawfully present to examine the re-
turn sheets to ascertain the record of votes cast. [1965 ¢
9 § 29.54.090. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 10; prior: 1935 ¢ 20 §
6, part; 1915 c 114 § 8, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 14, part; RRS
§ 5314, part.]

Voting machine law: Chapter 29.33 RCW.

29.54.100 Voting machine count Verification and
certification. After completing and writing down the
canvass of the votes cast, the election officers shall verify
it by comparing the figures on the statement of canvass
with the figures on the counters in the machine and the
names recorded on a device for voting for persons not
nominated. They shall then certify, in the appropriate
place on each of the statements of canvass:

(1) The number of voters that voted at the election as
shown by the poll-list and by the number registered on
the public counter;

(2) The number registered on the protective counter;
and

(3) The number or other designating marks on the
seal with which the machine has been sealed. [1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.54.100. Prior: 1957 c 195 § 11; prior: 1935 ¢ 20 §
6, part; 1915 c 114 § 8, part; 1913 c 58 § 14, part; RRS
§ 5314, part.]

29.54.110 Voting machine count Public an-
nouncement. After completing and certifying to the
statements of canvass, the inspector or a judge shall read
therefrom in a distinct voice the name of each candidate,
the designating number and letter of his counter as
stated thereon, and the vote entered for each; also’ the
vote for or against each question. One copy thereof shall
then be placed in an envelope and sealed to become part
of the returns. During the canvassing and announcing of
the vote, the counter compartment shall remain open,
and opportunity shall be given any person lawfully
present to examine the counters to determine the cor-
rectness of the vote as announced: Provided, That where
voting machines equipped with printed election returns
mechanism are used, during the canvassing the printed
returns sheets shall be available for public inspection
and opportunity shall be given any person lawfully
present to examine the returns sheets to ascertain the
record of votes cast. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.110. Prior: 1957 ¢
195 § 12; prior: 1935 ¢ 20 § 6, part; 1915 c 114 § 8,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 14, part; RRS § 5314, part.]

29.54.120 Voting machine count——Closing ma-
chines Delivery of key. The counter compartment
shall then be locked and all keys of the machine shall be
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delivered in a sealed envelope to the county auditor or
other election officer. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.120. Prior: 1957
c 195 § 13; prior: 1935 ¢ 20 § 6, part; 1915 c 114 § 8,
part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 14, part; RRS § 5314, part.]

29.54.130 Paper ballot and voting machine pre-
cincts——Transmittal of returns——Penalty. The re-
turns from each election precinct using paper ballots or
voting machines shall be transmitted to the county audi-
tor or other election officer either by certified mail or in
person by one of the judges or the inspector.

Failure to transmit the returns is a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by a fine of not less than five dollars nor more
than fifteen dollars. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 92; 1965 c 9 §
29.54.130. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 14; prior: (i) 1935¢ 20 §
6, part; 1915 c 114 § 8, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 14, part; RRS
§ 5314, part. (ii) Code 1881 § 3093, part; 1865 p 38 § 3,
part; RRS § 5338, part. (iii) 1903 c 85 § 1, part; Code
1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38 § 4, part; RRS § 5339,
part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.140 Paper ballot and voting machine pre-
cincts Duplicate copies of unofficial results
Posting Transmittal. Before adjourning from the
polling place, following a primary or an election in any
precinct where votes are cast on paper ballots or voting
machines, the precinct election board shall enter the un-
official results in duplicate upon sample ballots or suit-
able forms furnished for that purpose by the county
auditor or other election officer. One copy shall be
posted conspicuously on the outside of the polling place
and the other transmitted to the county election officer.
(1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 93; 1965 c 9 § 29.54.140. Prior: (i)
1935 ¢ 108 § 2; RRS § 5339-2. (ii) 1935 c 108 § 1;
RRS § 5339-1.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.150 United States constitutional amendment
convention——Delegates——Ascertaining election re-
sult. See RCW 29.74.100.

29.54.160 Recall elections
sults. See RCW 29.82.140.

Ascertaining the re-

29.54.170 Voting devices Maintenance of docu-
ments relating to conduct of primary or election. In
counties using voting devices the county auditor or other
election officer shall maintain, for at least sixty days
following each primary or election, the following de-
scriptive documents relating to the conduct of that pri-
mary or election:

(1) Ballot page formats together with a record of the
format or formats assigned to each precinct;

(2) Program cards, precinct header cards, office and
report files, program listings, and any similar program-
ming material related to the control of the vote tallying
system for that primary or election; and

(1981 Ed.)



Challenging

(3) All test materials used to verify the accuracy of
the tabulating equipment as required by RCW 29.34-
.163. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 94.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.54.180 Ballot cards——Copying on magnetic
tape——Retention and copying of original tape. In each
county possessing the facilities necessary to do so, the
county auditor or other election official shall copy all
voted ballot cards on magnetic tape, deleting any details
which could be used to ascertain the identity of any
voter and making certain that all ballot cards, as copied,
are readily identifiable and segregated by precinct for
each primary and election, special or general. Once cop-
ied, the county auditor or his designee shall make such
disposition of the voted ballot cards as he may deem ex-
pedient. The original magnetic tape copy of such voted
ballot cards shall be retained in the office of the county
auditor for a period of not less than ten years after being
made. Copies of any magnetic tapes so retained shall be
promptly furnished by the county auditor to any indi-
vidual requesting them upon receipt of a payment suffi-
cient to cover costs associated therewith. [1977 ex.s. ¢
361 § 95.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

Chapter 29.57

POLLING PLACES ACCESSIBILITY FOR
HANDICAPPED PERSONS

Sections

29.57.010 Intent——Duty of county auditors.

29.57.020 Report on accessibility.

29.57.030  Adoption of guidelines.

29.57.040 Public buildings used as polling places——Conditions.
29.57.050 Review by and recommendations of disabled voters.
29.57.060 Time for provision of accessible polling places.

Handicapped voters: RCW 29.51.200, 29.51.215.

29.57.010 Intent Duty of county auditors. The
intent of this chapter is to require county auditors to
make reasonable efforts to designate and use locations
for polling places which are accessible to handicapped
persons, to include the following actions:

(1) Make minor, inexpensive modifications such as
installation of temporary ramps or relocation of booths
within buildings, where indicated;

(2) Designation of new, accessible polling places to
replace those with poor facilities; and

(3) Continued use of locations which are accessible to
people with disabilities. [1979 ex.s. c 64 § 1.]

29.57.020 Report on accessibility. Each county audi-
tor shall report in writing to the secretary of state within
one year after September 1, 1979, with a list of precincts
which do not have a polling place accessible to handi-
capped persons. The auditor shall indicate what efforts
have been made pursuant to RCW 29.57.010 to provide
accessible places in such precincts. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 64 § 2.]
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29.57.030 Adoption of guidelines. The secretary of
state, in consultation with the state building code advi-
sory council, shall adopt guidelines by January 1, 1980,
for accessibility of polling places as required by this
chapter. [1979 ex.s. c 64 § 3.]

29.57.040 Public buildings used as polling places
Conditions. Each state agency and entity of local gov-
ernment shall permit the use of any of its buildings and
the most suitable locations therein as polling places
when required by a county auditor to provide accessible
places in each precinct. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 64 § 4.]

29.57.050 Review by and recommendations of dis-
abled voters. County auditors shall, as feasible, solicit
and use the assistance of disabled voters in reviewing
sites and recommending inexpensive remedies to improve
accessibility. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 64 § 5.]

29.57.060 Time for provision of accessible polling
places. Accessible polling places shall be provided as
soon as feasible and the goal shall be to provide such
places prior to the 1980 general election. [1979 ex.s. ¢
64 § 6.]

Chapter 29.59

CHALLENGING
Sections
29.59.010 Right to challenge registered voter——Conditions.
29.59.020 Party challengers.
29.59.030 Who may challenge——Legal voter——Officials.
29.59.040 Procedure upon challenge——Canvass of challenged
vote.
29.59.060 Infamous crime——Ground for challenge—
Procedure.
29.59.100 Absentee ballots——Challenges.

Challenge interposed, when: RCW 29.51.050.

Challenges on grounds of residence: RCW 29.10.130, 29.10.140, and
29.59.010.

Subversive activities as disqualification from voting or holding public
office: RCW 9.81.040.

Townships, challenges, how regulated: RCW 45.12.160.

29.59.010 Right to challenge registered voter——
Conditions. Registration of a person as a voter shall be
presumptive evidence of his right to vote at any primary
or election, general or special, but any person's right to
vote may be challenged at the polls and he may be re-
quired then and there to establish his right to vote: Pro-
vided, That challenges on grounds of residence alone
initiated by a registered voter shall be offered at the of-
fice of the appropriate registration officer in the manner
provided in RCW 29.10.130, 29.10.140, and 29.10.150
subject to the following conditions:

(1) Such challenge must be filed not later than sixty
days prior to any primary or election, special or regular.

(2) The registered voter filing such challenge must
furnish the address at which the challenged voter actu-
ally resides in order to assure that proper notice will be
received by the challenged voter. [1967 ¢ 225 § 1; 1965
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c9 § 29.59.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 181 § 7; prior: 1933 c 1 §
22, part; RRS § 5114-22, part.]

Registration of voters: Chapter 29.07 RCW.
Time of challenge: RCW 29.51.050.

29.59.020 Party challengers. Each of the recognized
political parties may have one challenger at the polls of
each voting precinct. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.59.020. Prior: 1955
c 168 § S; prior: 1895 ¢ 156 § 1, part; Code 1881 §
3069, part; 1865 p 31 § 2, part; RRS § 5159, part.]

29.59.030 Who may challenge Legal voter
Officials. Any person offering to vote may be challenged
as unqualified by the inspector or either of the judges, or
by any legal voter, and it shall in all cases be the duty of
the inspector and each of the judges to challenge any
person offering to vote whom they know or suspect to be
not qualified as a voter. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.59.030. Prior:
Code 1881 § 3081; 1865 p 34 § 6; RRS § 5325.]

29.59.040 Procedure upon challenge Canvass of
challenged vote. Whenever the right to vote of any per-
son presenting himself as a voter at any polling place for
any primary or election, general or special, has been
challenged and the officers conducting the election at
such polling place have refused to accept the vote of
such person because of such challenge, or otherwise, a
ballot shall be voted by such challenged person and
placed in a sealed envelope. The sealed ballots of chal-
lenged voters shall be transmitted at the close of the
election to the canvassing board or other authority
charged by law with canvassing the returns of the par-
ticular election. The board or such other authority shall
upon request of the challenger, at the time the vote is
canvassed, consider the case of each challenge and shall
decide whether or not the ballot in each case shall be
accepted or rejected: Provided, That should the chal-
lenger fail to make such request, the challenged ballot
shall be accepted as valid and counted. The decision of
the board or such other authority shall be final.

In precincts where voting machines or vote tally sys-
tems are used, any person whose right to vote is properly
challenged shall be furnished with a paper ballot, and
such ballot, after said person has marked it, shall be
sealed and disposed of as hereinabove provided. [1967
ex.s. c 109 § 29; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.59.040. Prior: 1961 c 225
§ 1; 1947 ¢ 77 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5332-1.]

Voting devices and vote tallying systems: Chapter 29.34 RCW.

29.59.060 Infamous crime Ground for chal-
lenge Procedure. If the vote of any person is chal-
lenged, on the ground that he has been convicted of an
infamous crime, by a court of competent jurisdiction and
remains unpardoned or disfranchised he shall not be re-
quired to answer any questions respecting such alleged
conviction. In the absence of any authenticated record of
such fact, it may be competent for two disinterested
witnesses, upon oath, to prove it. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.59.060.
Prior: Code 1881 § 3086; 1865 p 36 § 11; RRS § 5330.]

Infamous crime defined: RCW 29.01.080.
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Who disqualified: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3.

29.59.100 Absentee ballots——Challenges. See RCW
29.36.100.

Chapter 29.62
CANVASSING THE RETURNS

Sections

29.62.010 Manner of canvassing election returns——Generally.

29.62.020 County canvassing board——Meeting to canvass
returns.

29.62.030 Special canvass for county auditor.

29.62.040 County canvassing board——Canvassing procedure——
Penalty.

29.62.050 Recanvass of machine votes——Authorized——
Procedure.

29.62.060 Recanvass of machine votes——Notice——Represen-
tation——Relocking.

29.62.070 Recanvass of machine votes——Procedure to test
counting mechanism Statement.

29.62.080 Tie votes in final election.

29.62.090 Abstract by election officer——Transmittal to secretary
of state.

29.62.100  Secretary of state——Primary returns——State offices,
etc.

29.62.120  Secretary of state to canvass final returns Scope.

29.62.130 Canvass of vote on state—wide measures.

29.62.140 Canvass in commission form cities.

29.62.160 Vacancy in United States house of representatives, pri-
mary to elect nominees——Canvass of ——Certifica-
tion of nominees.

29.62.170 United States constitutional amendment conven-

tions—— Delegates——Ascertaining election result.

Absentee ballots, canvassing of
canvassing generally: RCW 29.36.070.
challenges, canvassing board's power: RCW 29.36.100.
how incoming ballots handled: RCW 29.36.060.
list of absentee voters: RCW 29.36.095.
uncontested offices——Ballots not to be tabulated——Voter
credited with voting——Retention of uncounted ballots: RCW
29.36.075.
uncontested offices——Counting of uncounted ballots on candi-
dates request: RCW 29.36.077.
Absentee voter's ballots, canvassing officials to expedite handling of:
RCW 29.39.180.
Ballots of persons challenged submitted to canvassing board or officer:
RCW 29.59.040.
Cemetery districts, formation of, election on, canvass: R CW 68.16.090.
Cities and towns
commission form of government, under, election on abandonment
of, canvass: RCW 35.17.450.
consolidation, canvass of votes on: RCW 35.10.240.
disincorporation, canvass of returns: RCW 35.07.080.
incorporation, election on, canvass of: RCW 35.02.080.
reduction of city limits, canvass of returns of election on: RCW
35.16.030.
Conduct of elections——Canvass: RCW 29.13.040.
Counties, bond elections, certification of votes——Canvass: RCW
39.40.030.
Diking and drainage districts, in two or more counties, election for
formation, canvass: RCW 85.24.040.
Diking districts, consolidation of, election on, canvass: RCW
85.05.580.
Drainage district, election to organize, canvass of: RCW 85.06.050.
Fire protection district, election to form, declaration of result of elec-
tion: RCW 52.04.110.
notice of canvass of returns: RCW 52.04.100.
Flood control districts, 1937 Act, elections, canvass: RCW 86.09.373.
Irrigation district elections, canvass of: RCW 87.03.020-87.03.110.
Liquor, local option, election on, canvass: RCW 66.40. 120.
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Metropolitan park districts, bond elections, certification of votes——
Canvass: RCW 39.40.030.

Port districts, bond elections, certification of votes——Canvass: RCW
39.40.030.

Questions on legality of ballots
lots: RCW 29.54.060.

Recall elections, ascertaining the result: RCW 29.82.140.
Reclamation districts of one million acres
election to authorize issuance of negotiable coupon bonds of gen-
eral improvement or divisional district, canvass: RCW
89.30.538.
election to form, canvass: RCW 89.30.100.
Rejection of ballots or parts of ballots: RCW 29.54.050.
Returns to canvassing board or official: RCW 29.54.080, 29.54.100,
29.54.110.
Sewer districts, formation of, election for, canvass: RCW 56.04.060.
Statement of canvass to bear certification of inspection of voting ma-
chines: RCW 29.48.080.
Townships
manner of conducting canvass: RCW 45.12.210.
result of canvass to be read at meeting: RCW 45.12.220.
United States presidential electors, canvassing returns for: RCW
29.71.030.
Votes by stickers, printed label, rejected: RCW 29.51.175.
Water districts, withdrawal of territory from, election on, canvass:
RCW 57.28.100.
Write-in voting: RCW 29.51.100, 29.51.170.

Preservation and return of all bal-

29.62.010 Manner of canvassing election returns
Generally. Every official body or officer upon whom is
imposed the duty of canvassing the returns of any pri-
mary or election shall:

(1) Prepare and certify a statement separately setting
forth for each office the returns as to which it or he is
required by law to canvass, and the vote each candidate
received therefor;

(2) If required to canvass returns from a primary,
prepare and certify a statement separately setting forth
each office the returns as to which it or he is required by
law to canvass, and the member of each political party
participating therein who received the highest number of
votes for each office: Provided, That if there is more
than one position to be filled for the same office the
number of candidates of each political party participat-
ing therein equaling the number of positions to be filled
who received the highest number of votes shall be listed
as the nominees;

(3) If, at a partisan primary, two or more candidates
of the same party are tied for the same office, determine
the tie then and there by lot;

(4) If, at a nonpartisan or judicial primary, two or
more candidates have received an equal number of votes
and such number is barely sufficient for nomination, but
as a consequence, the number of persons so nominated
exceeds twice the number of positions to be filled, deter-
mine the tie then and there by lot so as to reduce the
field of candidates to the proper number.

(5) After each election, prepare and certify a state-
ment separately setting forth each office the returns as
to which it or he is required by law to canvass, and the
person who received the highest number of votes for
each office: Provided, That if there is more than one po-
sition to be filled for the same office, the number of
persons equaling the number of positions to be filled who
receive the highest number of votes shall be listed as

(1981 Ed.)

29.62.040

having been elected. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.010. Prior: 1961 c
130 § 10; prior: (i) 1907 c 209 § 24, part; RRS § 5201,
part. (ii) Code 1881 § 3096, part; 1866 p 6 § 2, part;
1865 p 39 § 7, part; RRS § 5343, part.]

29.62.020 County canvassing board Meeting to
canvass returns. On the tenth day after each election or
primary or as soon as he has received the returns from
all the precincts included therein, the county auditor
shall call a meeting of the county canvassing board at
his office on a day and hour certain, for the purpose of
canvassing the votes cast therein. The canvassing board
shall consist of the county auditor, the chairman of the
board of county commissioners and the prosecuting at-
torney. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.020. Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 15;
prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095, part;
1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS § 5340,
part.]

Absentee ballots, canvassing: RCW 29.36.060.

29.62.030 Special canvass for county auditor. If the
primary or election is one at which the county auditor is
to be nominated or elected, canvass of the returns for
that office shall be made by the other two members of
the board; if the two disagree, the returns for that office
shall be canvassed by the presiding judge of the superior
court of the county. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.030. Prior: 1957 ¢
195 § 16; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3098; 1865 p 39 § 8;
RRS § 5345. (ii) 1919 c 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 §
3095, part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part;
RRS § 5340, part.]

29.62.040 County canvassing board Canvassing
procedure——Penalty. The county canvassing board at
any meeting for canvassing the returns of a primary or
election shall proceed as follows:

(1) The chairman of the board of county commission-
ers shall administer the following oath to the county
auditor:

"I do solemnly swear that the primary (or election)
returns of the several precincts included in the primary
(or election) last held in _______.__. (here name the
county or any other governmental unit not larger than a
county if the election was held for it) have been in no
wise altered by additions or erasures and that they are
the same as when they were deposited in my office, so
help me God." This oath, the signature and certificate
must be in writing and filed with the papers pertaining
to the election;

(2) The county auditor with the assistance of the
other members of the canvassing board shall proceed to
count the vote of the precincts, precinct by precinct;

(3) Neither the tally books and sheets, the poll lists
nor the certificate returned for any primary or election
from any precinct shall be rejected for want of form or
substance if it can be satisfactorily understood;

(4) File a certificate of their canvass signed by all the
members with the county auditor;

(5) If there is a vacancy in the county canvassing
board, the remaining members of the board shall choose
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one of the other county officers to act during the
canvass;

(6) Failure to return the total votes counted, if they
can be ascertained with reasonable certainty shall be a
misdemeanor. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.040. Prior: 1957 c 195 §
17; prior: (i) 1919 ¢ 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095,
part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS §
5340, part. (ii) 1893 ¢ 112 § 2; RRS § 5342. (iii) 1903 ¢
85 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38 § 4,
part; RRS § 5339, part.]

29.62.050 Recanvass of machine votes——Author-
ized Procedure. Whenever the board authorized to
canvass the returns finds, in its discretion, that there is
an apparent discrepancy or an inconsistency in the pri-
mary or election returns such board may order that re-
canvass of the voting machines be made of all, or of any
number less than all, of the precincts of the county, and
said recanvass may, in the discretion of said board, be
made as to all, or as to any number less than all, of the
candidates or measures voted upon. In conducting such
recanvass said board, or any duly authorized representa-
tive or employee of the board, may open the counter
compartment of any voting machine without unlocking
the machine against voting and recheck the vote cast
thereon. If in the course of such recanvass the board de-
termines that there is an error in the return of any pre-
cinct said board shall summon the inspector and judges
of the precinct and the inspector and judges shall correct
such error by making notation thereof in the poll book
and shall initial such notation: Provided, That in the
event that the election officials do not appear, or fail or
refuse to make the correction as indicated, the canvass-
ing board shall correct such error in the poll book and
initial such correction. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.050. Prior:
1951 ¢ 193 § 1; 1917 c 7 § 1, part; 1913 c 58 § 15, part;
RRS § 5315, part.]

Voting machine law generally: Chapter 29.33 RCW.

29.62.060 Recanvass of machine votes No-
tice——Representatio——Relocking. Before recanvass-
ing the votes cast on a voting machine, the canvassing
board or officer shall give notice in writing to the custo-
dian and to each political party participating in the pri-
mary or that nominated candidates for the election, of
the time and place where the canvass is to be made, and
may invite representatives of organizations or other per-
sons involved or interested in any candidate or measure
voted upon to be present at the time any such recanvass
or recount be made. Each political party may send two
representatives to be present at the recanvass. After the
recanvass shall have been made the voting machines
shall be immediately reclosed and the counter compart-
ments relocked. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.060. Prior: 1951 ¢ 193
§ 2, 1917 ¢ 7 § 1, part; 1913 ¢ S8 § 15, part; RRS §
5315, part.]

29.62.070 Recanvass of machine votes——Procedure
to test counting mechanism——Statement. If upon such
recanvass, it should be found that the original canvass of
the returns has been correctly made from the machine,
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and that the discrepancy still remains unaccounted for,
the canvassing board, with the assistance of the custo-
dian shall in the presence of such said inspector and
judges of election and the authorized representatives of
the several political parties or organizations who are at-
tendant, make a record of the number or other designa-
ting mark on the seal, and the number on the protective
counter and unlock the voting and counting mechanism
of said machine and proceed to thoroughly examine and
test the machine to determine and reveal the true cause
or causes, if any, of the discrepancy in the returns from
said machine. Before being tested the counter shall be
set at "000," after which each counter shall be operated
at least one hundred times. After the completion of said
examination and test, the custodian shall then and there
prepare a statement in writing giving in detail the result
thereof and said statement shall be witnessed by the
persons present and shall be filed with the county audi-
tor or other election officer. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.070.
Prior: 1951 ¢ 193 § 3; 1917 ¢ 7 § 1, part; 1913 c 58 §
15, part; RRS § 5315, part.]

29.62.080 Tie votes in final election. If the requisite
number of any federal, state, county, city, district, or
precinct officers shall not be elected by reason of two or
more persons having an equal and highest number of
votes for one and the same office, the official empowered
by state law to issue the original certificate of election
shall give notice to the several persons so having the
highest and equal number of votes to attend at the ap-
propriate office at the time to be appointed by said offi-
cial, who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide
by lot which of the persons so having an equal number
of votes shall be declared duly elected, and the said offi-
cial shall make out and deliver to the person thus duly
declared elected a certificate of his election as hereinbe-
fore provided. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.080. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 §
13; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3097; 1866 p 7 § 3; RRS §
5344. (ii) Code 1881 § 3104; 1865 p 41 § 15; RRS §
5349.]

29.62.090 Abstract by election officer——Trans-
mittal to secretary of state. Immediately after the offi-
cial results of a state primary or general election in his
county are ascertained, the county auditor or other elec-
tion officer shall make an abstract of the number of
registered voters in each precinct and of all the votes
cast in his county at such state primary or general elec-
tion for and against state measures and for each candi-
date for federal, state, and legislative office or for any
other office which the secretary of state is required by
law to canvass. The abstract shall be entered on blanks
furnished by the secretary of state or on compatible
computer printouts approved by the secretary of state,
and transmitted to the secretary of state no later than
the next business day following the certification by the
county canvassing board. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 96; 1965 c
9 § 29.62.090. Prior: (i) 1895 ¢ 156 § 12; Code 1881 §
3101; 1865 p 40 § 12; RRS § 5346. (ii) Code 1881 §
3103; 1865 p 41 § 14; RRS § 5348.]
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.62.100 Secretary of state——Primary re-
turns——State offices, etc. The secretary of state shall,
as soon as possible but in any event not later than the
third Tuesday following the primary, canvass and certify
the returns of all primary elections as to candidates for
state offices, United States senators and representatives
in congress, and all other candidates whose district ex-
tends beyond the limits of a single county. [1977 ex.s. c
361 § 97; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.100. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 11;
prior: 1907 c 209 § 24, part; RRS § 5201, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.62.120 Secretary of state to canvass final re-
turns——Scope. As soon as the returns have been re-
ceived from all the counties of the state, but not later
than the thirtieth day after the election, the secretary of
state shall make a canvass of such of the returns as are
not required to be canvassed by the legislature and make
out a statement thereof, file it in his office and transmit
a certified copy thereof to the governor. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.62.120. Prior: Code 1881 § 3100, part; No RRS.]

29.62.130 Canvass of vote on state—wide measures.
The votes on proposed amendments to the state Consti-
tution, recommendations for the calling of constitutional
conventions and other questions submitted to the people
shall be counted, canvassed and returned by the regular
precinct election officers and by the county auditors and
canvassing boards in the manner provided by law for
counting, canvassing and returning votes for candidates
for state offices. It shall be the duty of the secretary of
state in the presence of the governor, within thirty days
after any such election, to canvass the votes upon each
question and certify to the governor the result thereof,
and the governor shall forthwith issue his proclamation
giving the whole number of votes cast in the state for
and against such measure and declaring the result: Pro-
vided, That if the vote cast upon an initiative or referen-
dum measure is equal to less than one—third of the total
vote cast at the election, the governor shall proclaim the
measure to have failed for that reason. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29-
.62.130. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 138 § 30; RRS § 5426. (ii)
1917 ¢ 23 § 1; RRS § 5341]

29.62.140 Canvass in commission form cities. In cit-
ies operating under the commission form of government
the election officers, after counting the ballots, shall
make their returns to the county auditor upon forms
furnished by him within six hours after the closing of the
polls; and at such time as provided by RCW 29.62.020,
the county canvassing board shall canvass the returns of
the primary or election, and the county auditor, upon
receipt of the certificate of canvass shall make and pub-
lish in all newspapers of the city, at least once, the result
thereof. The canvass shall be publicly made. In the pri-
mary, the two candidates receiving the highest number
of votes for each of the offices to be filled shall be de-
clared nominated and their names shall be placed as

(1981 Ed.)

29.64.010

candidates on the general election ballot. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.62.140. Prior: 1943 ¢ 25 § 2, part; 1911 c 116 § 7,
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 9096, part. See also RCW 29-
.04.010 and 29.13.040.]

29.62.160 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives, primary to elect nominees Canvass of
Certification of nominees. See RCW 29.68.120.

29.62.170 United States constitutional amendment
conventions——Delegates——Ascertaining election re-
sult. See RCW 29.74.100.

Chapter 29.64
STATUTORY RECOUNT PROCEEDINGS

Sections

29.64.010 Application for recount, generally——Requirements for
recount by vote tally system——Scope of chapter.

29.64.015 Mandatory recount when margin not more than one-
half of one percent.

29.64.020 Deposit of fees——Notice of time and place of re-
count——Attendance.

29.64.030 Recounting the ballots——Request to stop.

29.64.040 Amended abstracts and declarations.

29.64.050 Further recount where partial recount changes results.

29.64.060 Expenses of recount Charges.

29.64.070 Rules and regulations.

29.64.080 State—wide measures——Mandatory recount-——Cost
at state expense.

29.64.090 State-wide measures——Mandatory recount——Pro-
vision for funds for additional expenses.

29.64.900  Short titte——Construction.

29.64.010 Application for recount, generally——Re-
quirements for recount by vote tally system——Scope of
chapter. An officer of a political party or any person for
whom votes were cast in a primary election for nomina-
tion as a candidate for election to an office who was not
declared nominated may file with the appropriate can-
vassing board or boards a written application for a re-
count of the votes cast at such primary in any precinct
for all persons for whom votes were cast in such precinct
for such nomination.

An officer of a political party or any person who was
a candidate at any general election for election to an of-
fice or position who was not declared elected, may file
with the appropriate canvassing board or boards a writ-
ten application for a recount of the votes cast at such
election in any precinct in such county for all candidates
for election to such office or position.

Any group of five or more registered voters may file
with the appropriate canvassing board or boards a writ-
ten application for a recount of the votes cast at any
election, regular or special, in any precinct upon any
question or issue, provided that the members of such
group shall state in such application that they voted on
such question or proposition. Such group of electors
shall, in such application, designate one of the members
of the group as chairman, and shall indicate therein the
voting residence of each member of such group. In the
event the recount requested concerns a regular or special
district election whereat the precincts were combined
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and the election results of the individual precincts im-
possible to determine, the application for the recount
shall embrace all ballots cast at such district election.

An application for recount in a precinct using a vote
tally system shall specify whether the recount shall be
done manually or by the vote tally system. A recount
done by the vote tally system shall use separate and dis-
tinct programming from that used in the original count,
and shall also provide for a separate and distinct test of
the logic and accuracy of such program.

All applications for recount shall be filed within three
days, excluding Saturdays and Sundays, after the can-
vassing board has declared the official results of the pri-
mary or election.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the re-
counting of votes cast by paper ballots and counted at
the polling places, to the recheck of votes recorded on
voting machines, and to the recounting of votes recorded
on ballot cards and counted by a vote tally system. The
provisions of this chapter shall neither apply to votes
cast by absentee ballot and counted by the canvassing
authority, nor to votes cast on voting machines printing
election returns: Provided, That this chapter shall apply
to votes cast by absentee and counted by the canvassing
authority if specific request for such recount is made at
the time the application is filed and the additional de-
posit is made as provided in RCW 29.64.020. [1977 ex.s.
c 361 § 98; 1965 c 9 § 29.64.010. Prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 25
§1;1961 c50 § 1; 1955¢c 215 § 1.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.64.015 Mandatory recount when margin not more
than one-half of one percent. If the official canvass of
the returns of any primary or election reveals that the
difference in the number of votes cast for a candidate
apparently nominated or elected to office, as the case
may be, and the number of votes cast for his closest ap-
parently defeated opponent is not more than one-half of
one percent of the total number of votes cast for both
candidates, the canvassing board shall, of its own mo-
tion, make a recount of all votes cast on such position in
the manner provided by RCW 29.64.030 and 29.64.040,
and no cost of such recount shall be charged to either
candidate concerned. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64.015. Prior: 1963
ex.s.c25§ 2]

29.64.020 Deposit of fees——Notice of time and
place of recount Attendance. Each application for
recount shall separately list each precinct as to which a
recount of the votes therein is requested, and the person
filing an application shall at the same time deposit with
the canvassing board the sum of ten dollars in cash or by
certified check for each precinct so listed in such appli-
cation as security for the payment of charges for the
making of the recount therein applied for, which charges
shall be fixed by the canvassing board as provided in
RCW 29.64.060. In the event the application for a re-
count applies to a special or regular district election then
the deposit to be made with the canvassing board shall
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be ten dollars in cash or by certified check for each pre-
cinct completely or partially within said district. If at
said special or regular district election paper ballots were
used and the precincts were combined and the election
results of the individual precincts impossible to deter-
mine, then the deposit shall be a sum of money equal to
the total number of ballots cast at such district election
multiplied by the factor of five cents; and if a specific
request is made for the recount of absentee ballots, then
an additional deposit shall be made in a sum of money
equal to the total number of such absentee ballots to be
counted multiplied by the factor of five cents.

If at said special or regular district election voting
machines were used and the precincts were combined
and the election results of the individual precincts im-
possible to determine, then the deposit shall be ten dol-
lars for each voting machine used.

If ballot cards and a vote tally system were used at
any precinct as to which a recount is requested, the
amount of the deposit required shall depend on whether
a manual recount of ballot cards or a recount by the
vote tally system is requested. If a manual recount of the
ballot cards is requested, the deposit shall be the same as
for paper ballots. If a recourit by the vote tally system is
requested, the deposit shall be five cents for each ballot
card. . '

Upon the filing of an application, the canvassing
board shall promptly fix the time when and the place at
which the recount will be made, which time shall be not
later than five days after the day upon which such ap-
plication is filed. The county auditor shall mail notice of
the time and place. so fixed to the applicant. If the ap-
plication requests a recount of votes cast for a nomina-
tion or a .candidacy for election, the auditor shall also
mail such notice to €ach person for whom votes were
cast for such nomination or election. Such notice shall
be mailed by registered mail not later than two days be-
fore the date fixed for the commencement of the re-
count. Each person entitled to receive such notice may
attend and witness the recount and may be accompanied
by counsel.

In the case of a recount of votes cast upon a question
or proposition, a second group of five or more registered
voters, who voted upon such question or proposition
other than those voters requesting the recount, may file
with the canvassing board a written statement to that
effect, may designate therein one of their number as
chairman of such group and an attorney as their legal
counsel, and may request that the persons so designated
be permitted to attend and witness the recount. There-
upon the persons so designated may attend and witness
the recount. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 99; 1965 c 9 § 29.64-
.020. Prior: 1961 ¢ 50 § 2; 1955 ¢ 215 § 2.]

Effective date Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.64.030 Recounting the ballots——Request to stop.
At the time and place fixed for making a recount of pa-
per ballots, the canvassing board or their duly author-
ized representatives, in the presence of all witnesses who
may be in attendance, shall open the sealed containers
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containing the ballots to be recounted, and shall recount
them. Ballots shall be handled only by the members of
the canvassing board, their duly authorized representa-
tives or by the clerk or other employees of the board.
Witnesses shall be permitted to see the ballots but they
shall not be permitted to touch them, and the canvassing
board shall not permit the counting or tabulation of
votes shown on the ballots for any nomination, or for
election to any office or position, or upon any question
or proposition, other than the votes shown on such bal-
lots for the nomination, election, or question or proposi-
tion concerning which a recount of ballots was applied
for.

At the time and place fixed for making a recheck of
the votes cast on voting machines the canvassing board
or their duly authorized representatives in the presence
of all witnesses who may be in attendance, shall open the
voting machines to be rechecked, and shall recheck
them. Witnesses shall be permitted to watch the recheck
of the voting machines, and the canvassing board shall
not permit the rechecking of votes for any nomination,
or for election to any office or position, or upon any
question or proposition, other than the votes shown on
such voting machines for the nomination, election, or
question or proposition concerning which a recount of
voting machines was applied for.

At any time before the ballots from all of the pre-
cincts listed in the application for the recount have been
recounted, the applicant may file with the board a writ-
ten request to stop the recount and not recount the bal-
lots from the precincts so listed and which have not been
recounted prior to the time of such request: Provided,
That this provision shall not apply to a recount when a
recount is being made of any regular or special district
election whereat the precincts were consolidated and as
a result thereof the application for a recount embraced
all ballots cast at such election.

If, upon such request, the board finds that the results
of the votes in the precincts recounted, if substituted for
the results of the votes in such precincts as shown in the
abstract of the votes in such precincts, would not cause
the applicant, if a person for whom votes were cast for
nomination or election, to be declared nominated or
elected or if an election upon a question or proposition
would not cause a result contrary to the result thereof as
declared prior to such recount, it shall grant such re-
quest and shall not recount the ballots of the precincts
listed in the application for recount which have not been
recounted prior to such time. If the board finds other-
wise, it may deny such request and shall continue to re-
count ballots until the ballots from all of the precincts
listed in the application for recount have been recounted:
Provided, That if such request is denied it may be re-
newed from time to time. Upon any such renewal the
board shall consider and act upon the request in the
same manner as provided in this section in connection
with an original request. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64.030. Prior:
1961 ¢ 50 § 3; 1955 ¢ 215 § 3.]
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29.64.040 Amended abstracts and declarations. Upon
completion of the recount of the ballots, or upon stop-
ping the recount prior to such time, the canvassing board
shall promptly prepare and certify an amended abstract
showing the votes cast in each precinct in which the
nomination, election, or question or proposition was sub-
mitted to the electors, which amended abstract shall
embody the votes of the precincts, the ballots of which
were recounted, as shown by such recount. Copies of
such certified amended abstracts shall be mailed to such
other boards or election officials as required in the case
of the original abstract which such amended abstract
amends.

If the nomination, election, or question or proposition
concerning which such recount was made was submitted
only to the electors within a county, the board shall
make an amended declaration of the result of such elec-
tion in the same manner required in the making of its
original declaration of the result of such election.

If the nomination, election, or question or proposition
concerning which a recount was made was submitted to
the electors of more than one county, the secretary of
state shall canvass all amended abstracts received from
the canvassing board of each county in which a recount
was made, and shall make an amended declaration of
the results of such election in the same manner required
in the making of his original declaration of the results of
such election. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64.040. Prior: 1955 c 215 §
4]

29.64.050 Further recount where partial recount
changes results. If a person was declared nominated as a
candidate for election to an office or elected to an office
or position and if it subsequently appears by the
amended declaration of the results of such election made
following a recount of votes cast in such election that
such person was not so nominated or elected, such per-
son may, within three days after the date of such
amended declaration of the results of such election, file
an application with the appropriate canvassing board for
a recount of the votes cast at such primary or election
for such nomination or election in any precinct, the bal-
lots of which have not been recounted.

If, following a recount of votes cast at an election,
regular or special, upon any question or proposition, the
amended declaration of the results of such election
shows the result of such election to be contrary to the
result thereof as declared in the original declaration of
the results thereof, any group of five or more registered
voters which has filed a statement with the board as
provided in RCW 29.64.020 may, within three days af-
ter the date of the amended declaration, file an applica-
tion with the board for a recount of the votes cast at
such election upon such question or proposition in any
precinct, the votes of which have not been recounted.

RCW 29.64.010, 29.64.020 and 29.64.030 are appli-
cable to any application provided for in this section and
to the recount had pursuant thereto. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64-
.050. Prior: 1955 ¢ 215 § 5.]
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29.64.060 Expenses of recount——Charges. The
charges for making a recount of votes of precincts listed
in an application for recount filed with the board of
elections shall be fixed by the board and shall include all
expenses incurred by such board because of such appli-
cation other than the regular operating expenses which
the board would have incurred if the application had not
been filed.

The total amount of charges so fixed divided by the
number of precincts listed in such application, the votes
of which were recounted, shall be the charge per pre-
cinct for the recount of the votes of the precincts listed
in such application, the votes of which were recounted:
Provided, That the charges per precinct so fixed shall
not be more than the actual cost.

Such charge shall be deducted by the board from the
money deposited with the board by the applicant for the
recount at the time of filing his application, and the bal-
ance of the money so deposited shall be returned to such
applicant unless the costs of the recount were higher
than the deposit, in which case the applicant shall be re-
quired to pay the difference: Provided, That no such
charges shall be deducted by the board from the money
deposited for a recount of votes cast for a nomination or
for an election to an office or position in any precinct, if
upon the completion of a recount the applicant is de-
clared nominated or elected, or if upon completion of a
recount concerning a question or proposition, the result
of such election is declared to be opposite to the original
declaration of the result of such election. All moneys
deposited with the board by an applicant not returned to
him shall be paid by such board into the general fund of
the political subdivision concerned. [1977 ex.s. c 361 §
100; 1965 c 9 § 29.64.060. Prior: 1955 ¢ 215 § 6.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.64.070 Rules and regulations. The secretary of
state, as chief election officer, shall make rules and reg-
ulations, not inconsistent with this chapter, to facilitate
and clarify any procedures contained herein. [1965 ¢ 9 §
29.64.070. Prior: 1955 c 215 § 7.]

Rule-making procedures: Title 34 RCW.

29.64.080 State-wide measures Mandatory re-
count——Cost at state expense. When the official can-
vass of returns of any election reveals that the difference
in the number of votes cast for the approval of a state-
wide measure and the number of votes cast for the re-
jection of such measure is not more than one-half of one
percent of the total number of votes cast on such mea-
sure, the secretary of state shall direct that a recount of
all votes cast on such measure be made on such measure,
in the manner provided by RCW 29.64.030 and 29.64-
.040, and the cost of such recount shall be at state ex-
pense. [1973 ¢ 82 § 1.]

29.64.090 State-wide measures Mandatory re-
count——Provision for funds for additional expenses.
Each county auditor shall file with the secretary of state
a statement listing only the additional expenses incurred
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whenever a mandatory recount of the votes cast on a
state measure is made as provided in RCW 29.64.080.
The secretary of state shall include in his biennial
budget request a provision for sufficient funds to carry
out the provisions of this section. Payments hereunder
shall be from appropriations specifically provided for
such purpose by law. [1977 ex.s. c 144 § 5; 1973 ¢ 82 §
2

29.64.900 Short title Construction. This chapter
shall be known as the statutory recount act and shall in
no way affect or supersede the election contest statutes
as contained in chapter 29.65 RCW. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64-
.900. Prior: 1955 ¢ 215 § 8.]

Chapter 29.65

CONTESTS

Sections

29.65.010 Registered voter may start contest——Grounds for.

29.65.020 Affidavit with respect to error or omission concerning
issuance of certificate of election——Time for
Statement——Witnesses.

29.65.040 Hearing date——Citation to issue——Service.

29.65.050 Witnesses to attend——Hearing of contest——
Judgment.

29.65.055 Costs, how awarded.

29.65.060 Misconduct of board——Irregularity must be material
to result.

29.65.070 Misconduct of board——Number of votes affected——
Enough to change result.

29.65.080 Illegal votes——Allegation of in statement of contest.

29.65.090 Illegal votes——Testimony on premised on delivery of
list of.

29.65.100 Illegal votes——Number of votes affected——Enough
to change result.

29.65.120 Nullification of election certificate——When effective.

Statutory recount act not to affect or supersede election contest stat-
utes: RCW 29.64.900.

29.65.010 Registered voter may start contest
Grounds for. Any registered voter may contest the right
of any person declared elected to an office to be issued a
certificate of election for any of the following causes:

(1) For malconduct on the part of any member of any
precinct election board involved therein;

(2) Because the person whose right is being contested
was not at the time he was declared elected eligible to
that office;

(3) Because the person whose right is being contested
was previous to the election convicted of a felony by a
court of competent jurisdiction, his conviction not having
been reversed nor his civil rights restored after the
conviction;

(4) Because the person whose right is being contested
gave a bribe or reward to a voter or to an inspector or
judge of election for the purpose of procuring his elec-
tion, or offered to do so;

(5) On account of illegal votes.

All election contests shall proceed under RCW 29.04-
.030, as now or hereafter amended. [1977 ex.s. c 361 §
101; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.010. Prior: 1959 c 329 § 26; prior:
(i) Code 1881 § 3105; 1865 p 42 § 1; RRS § 5366. (ii)
Code 1881 § 3109; 1865 p 43 § 5; RRS § 5370.]
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Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.65.020 Affidavit with respect to error or omission
concerning issuance of certificate of election Time
for——Statement Witnesses. An affidavit of an
elector with respect to RCW 29.04.030(6) must be filed
with the appropriate court no later than ten days follow-
ing the issuance of a certificate of election and shall set
forth specifically:

(1) The name of the contestant and that he is a regis-
tered voter in the county, district or precinct, as the case
may be, in which the office is to be exercised,;

(2) The name of the person whose right is being
contested;

(3) The office;

(4) The particular causes of the contest.

No statement of contest shall be dismissed for want of
form if the particular causes of contest are alleged with
sufficient certainty. The person charged with the error
or omission shall be given the opportunity to call any
witness, including the candidate to whom he has issued
or intends to issue the certificate of election. [1977 ex.s.
c 361 § 102; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.020. Prior: (i) Code 1881
§ 3110; 1865 p 43 § 6; RRS § 5371. (ii) Code 1881 §
3112; 1865 p 44 § 8, RRS § 5373.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.65.040 Hearing date——Citation to issue
Service. Upon such affidavit being filed, it shall be the
duty of the clerk to inform the judge of the appropriate
court, who may give notice, and order a session of the
court to be held at the usual place of holding said court,
on some day to be named by him, not less than ten nor
more than twenty days from the date of such notice, to
hear and determine such contested election: Provided,
That if no session be called for the purpose, such contest
shall be determined at the first regular session of court
after such statement is filed.

The clerk of the court shall also at the time issue a
citation for the person charged with the error or omis-
sion, to appear at the time and place specified in the no-
tice, which citation shall be delivered to the sheriff and
be served upon the party in person; or if he cannot be
found, by leaving a copy thereof at the house where he
last resided. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 103; 1965 c 9 § 29.65-
.040. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3113; 1865 p 44 § 9; RRS §
5374. (ii) Code 1881 § 3114; 1865 p 45 § 10; RRS §
5375.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.65.050 Witnesses to attend Hearing of con-
test——Judgment. The clerk shall issue subpoenas for
witnesses in such contested election at the request of ei-
ther party, which shall be served by the sheriff or con-
stable, as other subpoenas, and the superior court shall
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have full power to issue attachments to compel the at-
tendance of witnesses who shall have been duly subpoe-
naed to attend if they fail to do so.

The court shall meet at the time and place designated
to determine such contested election by the rules of law
and evidence governing the determination of questions of
law and fact, so far as the same may be applicable, and
may dismiss the proceedings if the statement of the
cause or causes of contest is insufficient, or for want of
prosecution. After hearing the proofs and allegations of
the parties, the court shall pronounce judgment in the
premises, either confirming or annulling and setting
aside such election, according to the law and right of the
case.

If in any such case it shall appear that another person
than the one returned has the highest number of legal
votes, said court shall declare such person duly elected.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.050. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3115;
1865 p 45 § 11; RRS § 5376. (ii) Code 1881 § 3116;
1865 p 45 § 12; RRS § 5377. (iii) Code 1881 § 3117;
1865 p 45 § 13; RRS § 5378. FORMER PARTS OF
SECTION: (i) Code 1881 § 3119; 1865 p 45 § 15; RRS
§ 5379, now codified in RCW 29.65.055. (ii) Code 1881
§ 3120; 1865 p 45 § 16; RRS § 5380, now codified in
RCW 29.65.055.]

29.65.055 Costs, how awarded. If the proceedings
are dismissed for insufficiency, want of prosecution, or
the election is by the court confirmed, judgment shall be
rendered against the party contesting such election for
costs, in favor of the party charged with error or
omission.

If such election is annulled and set aside, judgment
for costs shall be rendered against the party charged
with the error or omission and in favor of the party al-
leging the same. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 104; 1965 c 9 § 29-
.65.055. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3119; 1865 p 45 § 15;
RRS § 5379; formerly RCW 29.65.050, part. (ii) Code
1881 § 3120; 1865 p 45 § 16; RRS § 5380, formerly
RCW 29.65.050, part.]

Effective date——Severability——1977 ex.s. ¢ 361: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29.01.006.

29.65.060 Misconduct of board Irregularity must
be material to result. No irregularity or improper con-
duct in the proceedings of any election board or any
member thereof shall amount to such malconduct as to
annul or set aside any election unless the irregularity or
improper conduct was such as to procure the person
whose right to the office may be contested, to be de-
clared duly elected although he did not receive the high-
est number of legal votes. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.060. Prior:
Code 1881 § 3106; 1865 p 43 § 2; RRS § 5367.]

29.65.070 Misconduct of board Number of votes
affected Enough to change result. When any election
for an office exercised in and for a county is contested
on account of any malconduct on the part of any elec-
tion board, or any member thereof, the election shall not
be annulled and set aside upon any proof thereof, unless
the rejection of the vote of such precinct or precincts will
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change the result as to such office in the remaining vote
of the county. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.070. Prior: Code 1881 §
3107; 1865 p 43 § 3; RRS § 5368.]

29.65.080 Illegal votes——Allegation of in statement
of contest. When the reception of illegal votes is alleged
as a cause of contest, it shall be sufficient to state gen-
erally that illegal votes were cast, which, if given to the
person whose election is contested in the specified pre-
cinct or precincts, will, if taken from him, reduce the
number of his legal votes below the number of legal
votes given to some other person for the same office.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.080. Prior: Code 1881 § 3111, part;
1865 p 44 § 7, part; RRS § 5372, part.]

29.65.090 Illegal votes——Testimony on premised on
delivery of list of. No testimony shall be received as to
any illegal votes unless the party contesting the election
delivers to the opposite party, at least three days before
trial, a written list of the number of illegal votes and by
whom given, which he intends to prove on such trial. No
testimony shall be received as to any illegal votes, except
as to such as are specified in the list. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65-
.090. Prior: Code 1881 § 3111, part; 1865 p 44 § 7, part;
RRS § 5372, part.]

29.65.100 Illegal votes Number of votes af-
fected——Enough to change result. No election shall be
set aside on account of illegal votes, unless it appears
that an amount of illegal votes has been given to the
person whose right is being contested, which, if taken
from him, would reduce the number of his legal votes
below the number of votes given to some other person
for the same office, after deducting therefrom the illegal
votes which may be shown to have been given to such
other person. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.100. Prior: Code 1881 §
3108; 1865 p 43 § 4; RRS § 5369.]

29.65.120 Nullification of election certificate——
When effective. If an election is set aside by the judg-
ment of the superior court and if no appeal is taken
therefrom within ten days, the certificate issued shall be
thereby rendered void. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.120. Prior:
Code 1881 § 3123, part; 1865 p 46 § 19, part; RRS §
5382, part.]

Chapter 29.68
UNITED STATES CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS

Sections

29.68.070 Vacancy in senatorship——Filling.

29.68.080 Vacancy in United States house of representatives——
Special election.

29.68.090 Vacancy in United States house of representatives
Order calling election——Requisites——Filing period.

29.68.100 Vacancy in United States house of representatives
Notices of special primary and special election.

29.68.110 Vacancy in United States house of representatives
Precinct election officers——Who to serve.

29.68.120 Vacancy in United States house of representatives
Canvass of primary——Certification of nominees.

29.68.130 Vacancy in United States house of representatives

General, primary election laws to apply.
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29.68.070 Vacancy in senatorship——Filling. When
a vacancy happens in the representation of this state in
the senate of the United States the governor shall make
a temporary appointment until the people fill the va-
cancy by election at the next ensuing general state elec-
tion. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.070. Prior: 1921 ¢ 33 § 1; RRS §
3798.]

Vacancies in public office, how caused: RCW 42.12.010.

29.68.080 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives Special election. Whenever there is a va-
cancy existing by death, resignation, disability or failure
to qualify or impending vacancy in the office of repre-
sentative in the congress of the United States from this
state or any congressional district in this state, the
governor shall order a special election to fill the vacancy.
Within ten days of such vacancy occurring he shall fix
as the date for the special election a day not less than
ninety days after the issuance of the writ. He shall fix as
the date for the primary for nominating candidates for
the special election, a day not less than thirty days be-
fore the day fixed for holding the special election. If the
vacancy occurs between or on a date six months prior to
a general state election and the second Friday following
the close of the filing period, the special primary and
special general elections shall be held in concert with the
regular primary and regular general elections. If the va-
cancy occurs on or after the first day for filing specified
in RCW 29.18.030 and on or before the second Friday
following the close of the filing period, a special filing
period of three normal business days shall be fixed by
the secretary of state and notice thereof given by notify-
ing all media including press, radio and television within
the congressional district concerned to the end that, in-
sofar as possible, all interested persons will be aware of
such filing period: Provided, however, That the last day
of such filing period shall be no later than the third
Tuesday prior to the primary election concerned. Such
declarations of candidacy validly filed within said three
day period shall appear on the approaching primary bal-
lot as if made during the earlier filing period. If the va-
cancy should occur later than the second Friday
following the close of the filing period, a special primary
and special general election to fill such vacancy shall be
held after the regular annual general election but, in any
event, no later than the ninetieth day following the said
November election. [1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 36 § 3; 1965¢ 9 §
29.68.080. Prior: 1915 ¢ 60 § 1; 1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 1;
RRS § 3799.]

Vacancies in public office, how caused: RCW 42.12.010.

29.68.090 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives Order calling election——Requisites——
Filing period. The order shall name the district and the
term or part of the term for which the vacancy exists or
is about to exist as well as the dates for holding the spe-
cial primary and the special election to fill it, together
with naming the filing period, and if the date fixed for
the special primary is the day for holding the regular
primary, or if the day fixed for the special election is the
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day for holding the regular election, the order shall pro-
vide that the names of the candidates to fill the vacancy
may be placed upon the regular ballots to be used
thereat. No name shall be printed on the primary ballots
that shall not have been filed with the secretary of state
during the applicable filing period as set forth in this
section. [1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 36 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.090.
Prior: (i) 1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 2, part; RRS § 3800, part.
(ii) 1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 3, part; RRS § 3801, part.]

29.68.100 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives Notices of special primary and special
election. Upon calling a special primary and special
election to fill a vacancy or impending vacancy in the
office of representative in the congress of the United
States, the governor shall immediately notify the secre-
tary of state who shall, in turn, immediately notify each
county auditor within the district in which the vacancy
exists or is about to exist.

Each county auditor in the district shall publish no-
tices of the special primary and of the special election at
least.once in any leégal newspaper published in the
county, as provided by RCW 29.27.030 and 29.27.080
respectively. [1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 36 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68-
.100. Prior: 1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 2, part; RRS § 3800, part.]

29.68.110 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives Precinct election officers——Who to
serve. If either the special election for the election of a
United States congressman or the special primary relat-
ing thereto is held at a time other than the regular elec-
tion or primary, the same election officers shall serve at
both such special primary and special election. [1973
2nd ex.s. ¢ 36 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.110. Prior: 1909
ex.s. ¢ 25 § 3, part; RRS § 3801, part.] '

29.68.120 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives Canvass of primary Certification of
nominees. Canvass of the votes at a special primary held
in relation to a special election for a United States con-
gressman shall be made in each county within the dis-
trict within ten days after the primary and the returns
sent immediately to the secretary of state who shall im-
mediately convene the *state canvassing board to certify
said returns in the same manner as provided by RCW
29.62.110 and as soon as possible thereafter certify the
names of the successful nominees to the county auditors
of the counties within the district. [1973 2nd ex.s. ¢ 36 §
7, 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.120. Prior: 1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 3, part;
RRS § 3801, part.]

*Reviser's note: The state canvassing board was abolished by the

amendment of RCW 29.62.100 by 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 96, and RCW
29.62.110 was repealed by 1977 ex.s. c 361 § 111.

29.68.130 Vacancy in United States house of repre-
sentatives——General, primary election laws to apply.
The general election laws and laws relating to primaries
shall apply to the special elections provided for in RCW
29.68.080 through 29.68.120 in so far as they are not
inconsistent therewith, and shall be construed with and
as a part thereof for the purpose of carrying out the
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spirit and intent thereof. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.130. Prior:
1909 ex.s. c 25 § 4; RRS § 3802.]

Chapter 29.71
UNITED STATES PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS

Sections

29.71.010 Date of election——Number.

29.71.020 Nomination——Pledge by candidates for elector——
What names on ballots——How counted.

29.71.030 Counting and cznvassing the returns.

29.71.040 Meeting——Time Procedure——Voting for nomi-
nee of other party, penalty.

29.71.050 Compensation.

29.71.010 Date of election Number. On the
Tuesday next after the first Monday of November in the
year in which a president of the United States is to be
elected there shall be elected as many electors of presi-
dent and vice president of the United States as there are
senators and representatives in congress allotted to this
state. [1965 c 9 § 29.71.010. Prior: 1891 c 148 § 1; RRS
§ 5138.]

29.71.020 Nomination——Pledge by candidates for
elector What names on ballots——How counted. In
the years in which presidential elections are held, each
political party nominating candidates for president and
vice president of the United States shall nominate their
presidential electors for this state and file with the sec-
retary of state certificates of nomination for such candi-
dates at the time and in the manner and number
provided by law. Each political party shall require from
each candidate for elector a pledge that as an ‘elector he
or she will vote for the candidates nominated by that
party. The secretary of state shall certify to the county
auditors the names of the candidates for president and
vice president of the several political parties, which shall
be printed on the ballot. The names of candidates for
electors of president and vice president shall not be
printed upon the ballots. The votes cast for candidates
for president and vice president of each political party
shall be counted for the candidates for presidential elec-
tors of such political party, whose names have been filed
with the secretary of state. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 238 § 1; 1965 ¢
9 § 29.71.020. Prior: 1935¢ 20 § 1; RRS § 5138-1.]

29.71.030 Counting and canvassing the returns. The
votes for candidates for president and vice president
shall be given, received, returned and canvassed as the
same are given, returned, and canvassed for candidates
for congress. The secretary of state shall prepare three
lists of names of electors elected and affix the seal of the
state to the same. Such lists shall be signed by the
governor and secretary of state and by the latter deliv-
ered to the college of electors at the hour of their meet-
ing. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.71.030. Prior: 1935 ¢ 20 § 2; RRS §
5139; prior: 1891 c 148 § 2.] ‘

29.71.040 Meeting——Time Procedure——
Voting for nominee of other party, penalty. The electors
of the. president and vice president shall convene at the

[Title 29 RCW—p 93]
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seat of government on the day fixed by federal statute,
at the hour of twelve o'clock noon of that day. If there is
any vacancy in the office of an elector occasioned by
death, refusal to act, neglect to attend, or otherwise, the
electors present shall immediately proceed to fill it by
viva voce, and plurality of votes. When all of the electors
have appeared and the vacancies have been filled they
shall constitute the college of electors of the state of
Washington, and shall proceed to perform the duties re-
quired of them by the Constitution and laws of the
United States. Any elector who votes for a person or
persons not nominated by the party of which he or she is
an elector shall be subject to a civil penalty of up to a
fine of one thousand dollars. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 238 § 2; 1965
c 9 § 29.71.040. Prior: 1909 c 22 § I; 1891 c 148 § 3;
RRS § 5140.]

29.71.050 Compensation. Every presidential elector
who attends at the time and place appointed, and gives
his vote for president and vice president, shall be entitled
to receive from this state, five dollars for each day's at-
tendance at the meeting of the college of electors, and
ten cents per mile for travel by the usually traveled route
in going to and returning from the place where the elec-
tors meet. (1965 ¢ 9 § 29.71.050. Prior: 1891 c 148 § 4;
RRS § 5141.]

Chapter 29.74

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT CONVENTIONS

Sections

29.74.010 Governor's proclamation calling convention——When.

29.74.020 Governor's proclamation calling convention——Publi-
cation of.

29.74.030 E:gction of convention delegates——Date for, how
ixed.

29.74.040 Time and place for holding convention.

29.74.050 Delegates——Number and qualifications.

29.74.060 Delegates——Declarations of candidacy.

29.74.070 Election of convention delegates——General procedure.

29.74.080 Election of convention delegates——General proce-
dure——Ballots.

29.74.090 Election of convention delegates——General proce-
dure——AQualifications of voters.

29.74.100 Election of convention delegates——General proce-
dure——Ascertaining election result.

29.74.110 Meeting——Organization.

29.74.120 Quorum——Proceedings——Record.

29.74.130 Certification and transmittal of result.

29.74.140 Expenses——How paid——Delegates receive filing fee.

29.74.150 Federal statutes controlling.

29.74.010 Governor's proclamation calling conven-
tion——When. Within thirty days after the state is offi-
cially notified that the congress of the United States has
submitted to the several states a proposed amendment to
the Constitution of the United States to be ratified or
rejected by a convention, the governor shall issue a
proclamation fixing the time and place for holding the
convention and fixing the time for holding an election to
elect delegates to the convention. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.010.
Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part.]

[Title 29 RCW—p 94
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29.74.020 .. Governor's proclamation calling conven-
tion Publication ‘of. The proclamation shall be pub-
lished once each week for two successive weeks in one
newspaper published and of general circiilation in each
of the congressional districts of the state. The first pub-
lication of the proclamation shall be within thirty days
of the receipt of official notice by the state of the sub-
mission of the amendment. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.020. Prior:
1933 c 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part.]

29.74.030 Election of convention delegates——Date
for, how fixed. The date for holding the election of dele-
gates shall be not less than one month nor more than six
weeks prior to the date of holding the convention: Pro-
vided, That if a general state election is to be held not
more than six months nor less than three months from
the date of official notice of submission to the state of
the proposed amendment, the governor must fix the date
of the general election as the date for the election of
delegates to the convention. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.030.
Prior: (i) 1933 ¢ 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part. (ii)
1933 c 181 § 9; RRS § 5249-9.]

29.74.040 Time and place for holding convention.
The convention shall be held not less than five nor more
than eight months from the date of the first publication
of the proclamation provided for in RCW 29.74.020. 1t
shall be held in the chambers of the state house of rep-
resentatives unless the governor shall select some other
place at the state capitol. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.040. Prior:
1933 ¢ 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part.]

29.74.050 Delegates Number and qualifications.
Each state representative district shall be entitled to as
many delegates in the convention as it has members in
the house of representatives of the state legislature. No
person shall be qualified to act as a delegate in said
convention who does not possess the qualifications re-
quired of representatives in the state legislature from the
same district. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.050. Prior: 1933 c 181 §
2; RRS § 5249-2.]

Qualifications of legislators: State Constitution Art. 2 § 7.

Subversive activities, disqualification from holding public office: RCW
9.81.040.

29.74.060 Delegates——Declarations of candidacy.
Anyone desiring to file as a candidate for election as a
delegate to said convention shall, not less than thirty nor
more than sixty days prior to the date fixed for holding
the election, file his declaration of candidacy with the
secretary of state. Filing shall be made on a form to be
prescribed by the secretary of state and shall include a
sworn statement of the candidate that he is either for or
against, as the case may be, the amendment which will
be submitted to a vote of the canvention and that he
will, if elected as a delegate, vote in accordance with his
declaration. The form shall be so worded that the candi-
date must give a plain unequivocal statement of his
views as either for or against the proposal upon which he
will, if elected, be called upon to vote. No candidate
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shall in any such filing make any statement or declara-
tion as to his party politics or political faith or beliefs.
The fee for filing as a candidate shall be ten dollars and
shall be transmitted to the secretary of state with the
filing papers and be by the secretary of state transmitted
to the state treasurer for the use of the general fund.
(1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.060. Prior: 1933 c 181 § 3; RRS §
5249-3]]

29.74.070 Election of convention delegates——Gen-
eral procedure. The election of delegates to such conven-
tion shall as far as practicable, be called, held and
conducted, except as otherwise in this chapter provided,
in the same manner as a general election under the elec-
tion laws of this state. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.070. Prior:
1933 c 181 § 4, part; RRS § 5249-4, part.]

29.74.080 Election of convention delegates——Gen-
eral procedure——Ballots. The ballot shall be headed
"Delegate to convention for ratification or rejection of
proposed amendment to the United States Constitution,
relating ________.___________ (stating briefly the
substance of amendment proposed for adoption or rejec-
tion)." The names of all candidates who have filed for a
district shall be printed on the ballots for that district in
two separate groups. In one group under the heading,
"For the amendment” shall be printed in alphabetical
order of their surnames, the names of all candidates,
who in their filed declaration of candidacy have declared
themselves to be in favor of the amendment; and in the
other group under the heading, "Against the amend-
ment" shall be printed in alphabetical order of their sur-
names, the names of all candidates, who in their filed
declaration of candidacy have declared themselves to be
against the amendment. The wording of the headings for
the two groups may be varied from that prescribed
above if the nature of the proposal submitted by con-
gress requires a different heading in order to clearly and
briefly express the attitude of the candidates as disclosed
in their declarations of candidacy. One of said groups
shall occupy the left, and the other the right, column on
said ballot. At the top of the ballot preceding the list of
names shall be the statement, "Vote for" then the word,
"two" or a spelled number designating the number of
delegates to which the district is entitled, and "To vote
for a person, make a cross (X) in the square at the right
of the name of each person for whom you desire to
vote." In all other respects the ballots shall follow the
form prescribed by general law. [1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.080.
Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 4, part; RRS § 5249-4, part.]

Ballot: Chapter 29.30 RCW.

29.74.090 Election of convention delegates——Gen-
eral procedure——Qualifications of voters. Every person
possessing the qualifications entitling him to vote at an
election for state representatives, on the date of the
election, shall be entitled to vote thereat. [1965 c 9 §
29.74.090. Prior: 1933 c 181 § 5; RRS § 5249-5.]

Only registered voters may vote: Exception: RCW 29.04.010.

Registration, examination of voter as to qualifications: RCW
29.07.070.
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Subversive activities, disqualification from voting: RCW 9.81.040.

29.74.100 Election of convention delegates——Gen-
eral procedure——Ascertaining election result. The elec-
tion officials shall count and determine the number of
votes cast for each individual; and shall also count and
determine the aggregate number of votes cast for all
candidates whose names appear under each of the re-
spective headings. Where more than the required num-
ber have been voted for, the ballot shall be rejected. The
figures determined by the various counts shall be entered
in the poll books of the respective precincts. The vote
shall be canvassed in each county by the county can-
vassing board and certificate of results shall within
twelve days after the election be transmitted to the sec-
retary of state. Upon receiving such certificate, the sec-
retary of state shall have power to requ