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Chapter 196-27A WAC

RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND
PRACTICE

WAC

196-27A-030 Explicit acts of misconduct.

WAC 196-27A-030 Explicit acts of misconduct. In
addition to any failure to conform with the requirements of
chapter 18.43 or 18.235 RCW, or this chapter, the following
acts and any act or condition listed in RCW 18.235.130, are
explicitly defined as misconduct in the practice of engineer-
ing and/or land surveying.

(1) Aiding or abetting the unsupervised practice of engi-
neering or land surveying in the state by a person or firm that
is not registered in accordance with chapter 18.43 RCW, or,
aiding or abetting an unlicensed person to practice or operate
a business or profession when a license is required.

(2) The practice of engineering or land surveying by a
registrant when the registrant's license is retired, expired, sus-
pended or revoked.

(3) Failing to comply with the terms and conditions of an
order issued by the board.

(4) Failing to provide relevant information on plans and
surveys in a clear manner consistent with prudent practice.

(5) Failing to comply with the provisions of the Survey
Recording Act, chapter 58.09 RCW and the survey standards,
chapter 332-130 WAC.

(6) Failing to respond to inquiries from clients, or other
professionals regarding conflicts with the registrant's work,
opinions or procedures, in a manner that would be expected
from a prudent practitioner.

(7) Failing to correct engineering or land surveying doc-
uments or drawings known to contain substantive errors.

(8) Failing to notify a client or employer that a project
could not, or would not, be completed once that assessment is
made.
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(9) Modifying another licensee's work without notifying
that licensee, and clearly delineating the modifications and
sealing and signing the modifications made; EXCEPT where
the plans, maps, or documents are modified by the owner to
reflect changes over time for their own purposes and are not
used for submittals or bid documents.

(10) Offering or accepting money, goods or other favors
as inducement to receive favorable consideration for a pro-
fessional assignment, or as an inducement to approve, autho-
rize or influence the granting of a professional assignment.

(11) Soliciting or accepting gratuities, directly or indi-
rectly, from contractors, their agents, or other parties dealing
with clients or employers in connection with work for which
the registrant is responsible.

(12) Using privileged information coming to registrants
in the course of their assignments as a means of making per-
sonal profit beyond their professional compensation.

(13) Requesting, proposing, or accepting professional
commissions on a contingent basis under circumstances in
which the registrant's integrity may be compromised.

(14) Any act, statement or behavior that harasses, intim-
idates or retaliates against anyone who has provided informa-
tion, assistance or testimony in connection with any board
inquiry, investigation, hearing or other proceeding.

(15) Willfully attempting to suborn another person to
violate the law or administrative code, public policy or their
code of professional ethics.

(16) Willfully making false statements or submitting
fraudulent documents when reporting the completion of con-
tinuing professional development requirements.

(17) Disorderly, discriminatory or abusive behavior or
statements which are significantly disruptive to the normal
activities of a place of business or public view, where such
behavior would give anyone witnessing the act a reasonable
belief to be concerned for their safety or well-being.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. 07-07-121, § 196-27A-030, filed

3/20/07, effective 4/20/07; 06-11-120, § 196-27A-030, filed 5/19/06, effec-
tive 7/1/06; 02-23-027, § 196-27A-030, filed 11/12/02, effective 12/13/02.]

Chapter 196-30 WAC

FEES FOR ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT
DESIGNERS AND INSPECTORS

WAC
196-30-020 On-site wastewater treatment designer and inspector
fees.
196-30-030 License renewals.
DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY

CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER

196-30-100 Suspended fees. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.086,
18.43.035, and 18.210.050. 06-06-019, § 196-30-100,
filed 2/21/06, effective 3/24/06.] Repealed by 07-10-
126, filed 5/2/07, effective 6/2/07. Statutory Authority:
RCW 43.24.086 and chapter 18.210 RCW.

196-30-110 Suspended fees. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.086,

18.43.035, and 18.210.050. 06-06-019, § 196-30-110,
filed 2/21/06, effective 3/24/06.] Repealed by 07-10-
126, filed 5/2/07, effective 6/2/07. Statutory Authority:
RCW 43.24.086 and chapter 18.210 RCW.



196-30-020

WAC 196-30-020 On-site wastewater treatment
designer and inspector fees. The business and professions
division of the department of licensing shall assess the fol-
lowing fees:

Title of Fee Amount ($)
Designer license application [200.00]
Designer license application (comity) [75.00]
Designer license renewal [325.00]
Designer license re-examination [140.00]
Late Renewal Penalty [100.00]
Certificate of competency (inspector)

Application [175.00]
Certificate of competency renewal [150.00]
Certificate of competency re-examination [140.00]

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.086 and chapter 18.210 RCW. 07-10-126,
§ 196-30-020, filed 5/2/07, effective 6/2/07. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.24.086 and 18.210.050. 99-24-022, § 196-30-020, filed 11/23/99, effec-
tive 12/24/99.]

Reviser’s note: RCW 34.05.395 requires the use of underlining and
deletion marks to indicate amendments to existing rules, and deems ineffec-
tual changes not filed by the agency in this manner. The bracketed material
in the above section does not appear to conform to the statutory requirement.

WAC 196-30-030 License renewals. (1) The initial
designer license and certificate of competency will expire on
the licensee's or certificate holder's next birth date. However,
if the licensee's or certificate holder's next birth date is within
three months of the initial date of issuing the license or certif-
icate, the original license or certificate will expire on his or
her second birthday following issuance of the original license
or certificate. All subsequent renewals shall be for a one-year
period due on the individuals birth date. No refunds will be
made, or payments accepted for a partial year.

(2) It shall be the licensee's or certificate holder's respon-
sibility to pay the prescribed renewal fee to the department of
licensing on or before the date of expiration.

(3) Licensees who fail to pay the prescribed renewal fee
within ninety days of the license expiration date will be sub-
ject to a late penalty fee of $100.00. However, the license or
certificate is invalid the date of expiration (if not renewed)
even though an additional 90 days is granted to pay the
renewal fee without penalty. After ninety days, the base
renewal fee plus the penalty fee must be paid before the
license or certificate can be renewed to a valid status.

(4) Any designer license that remains expired for more
that two years would be canceled. After cancellation, a new
application must be made in accordance with chapter 18.210
RCW to obtain another license.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.086 and chapter 18.210 RCW. 07-10-126,
§ 196-30-030, filed 5/2/07, effective 6/2/07. Statutory Authority: RCW

43.24.086 and 18.210.050. 99-24-022, § 196-30-030, filed 11/23/99, effec-
tive 12/24/99.]

Chapter 196-33 WAC

RULES OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE FOR
LICENSEES DESIGNING ON-SITE WASTEWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEMS

WAC

196-33-200 Fundamentals canons and guidelines for professional

practice and conduct.
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Title 196 WAC: Engineers and Land Surveyors

WAC 196-33-200 Fundamental[s] canons and guide-
lines for professional practice and conduct. The special-
ized and complex knowledge required for on-site wastewater
treatment system design makes it imperative that licensees
exercise a standard of care that holds paramount the protec-
tion of the health, safety, environment, property, and welfare
of the public.

(1) Licensees are expected to apply the skill, diligence
and judgment required by the professional standard of care,
to achieve the goals and objectives agreed with the client or
employer, and are expected to promptly inform the client or
employer of progress and changes in conditions that may
affect the appropriateness or achievability of some or all of
the goals and objectives of the client or employer. Licensees
are obliged to:

(a) Be honest and fair in their dealings, and to conform to
the relevant laws and codes of the jurisdiction in which they
practice.

(b) Be able to demonstrate that their final products and
work plans adequately consider the primary importance of
protecting the safety, health, property, and welfare of the gen-
eral public.

(¢) Approve or seal only documents prepared by them or
under their direct supervision.

(d) Inform their clients or employers of the possible con-
sequences, when an overruling or disregarding of the lic-
ensee's professional judgment may threaten the safety or
health of the public. If in the judgment of the licensee an
imminently dangerous situation persists, they shall promptly
inform appropriate authorities.

(e) Inform the board in writing, citing specific facts to
which the licensee has direct knowledge, if they have knowl-
edge or reason to believe that another person or firm may be
in violation of any of the provisions of chapter 18.210 RCW
or these rules of professional conduct, and cooperate with the
board in furnishing such further information or assistance as
may be required.

(2) Licensees shall be competent in the technology, and
knowledgeable of the codes, regulations, and guidelines
applicable to the services they perform.

(3) Licensees shall be qualified by education and/or
experience in the technical area of on-site wastewater treat-
ment system design applicable to services performed and the
technologies utilized.

(4) Licensees may accept primary contractual responsi-
bility requiring education and/or experience outside their
own area of competence, provided their services are
restricted to those phases of the project in which they are
qualified.

(5) Licensees shall not affix their signatures or seals to
any plan or document dealing with subject matter in which
they lack competence by virtue of education and/or experi-
ence.

(6) Licensees shall act in professional matters for each
employer or client as faithful agents or trustees.

(7) Licensees shall be objective and truthful in profes-
sional documents, reports, statements, or testimony. They
shall include all relevant and pertinent information in such
reports, statements or testimony. They shall not knowingly
falsify, misrepresent or conceal a material fact in offering or
providing services to a client or employer.



Designing On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems

(8) Licensees shall avoid all known or potential conflicts
of interest with their employers or clients and shall promptly
inform their employers or clients of any business association,
interest, or circumstances, which could influence their judg-
ment, or the quality of their services.

(9) Licensees shall only accept compensation from one
party for services on a project, unless the circumstances are
fully disclosed to and agreed to, by all interested parties.

(10) Licensees shall not solicit or, accept gratuities,
directly or indirectly, from contractors, their agents, or other
parties dealing with their clients or employers in connection
with work for which they are responsible.

(11) Licensees shall advise their employers or clients
when, as a result of their studies, they believe a project will
not achieve the goals established with the client.

(12) Licensees shall not use confidential information
coming to them in the course of their assignments as a means
of making personal profit if such action is adverse to the
interests of their clients, employers or the public.

(13) Licensees employed full-time shall not accept pro-
fessional employment outside of their regular work or inter-
est without the knowledge and consent of their employers.

(14) Licensees shall offer their professional services in a
truthful, objective, and professional manner that results in
public trust in the integrity of the on-site design profession.

(15) Licensees shall not request, propose or accept pro-
fessional commissions on a contingent basis under circum-
stances in which their professional judgments may be com-
promised.

(16) Licensees shall not offer or accept money, goods or
other favors as inducement to receive favorable consideration
for a professional assignment or as an inducement to approve,
authorize or influence the granting of a professional assign-
ment. This shall not preclude the securing of salaried posi-
tions through employment agencies.

(17) Licensees shall negotiate contracts for professional
services fairly and on the basis of demonstrated competence
and qualifications for the type of professional service
required.

(18) Licensees shall not falsify or permit misrepresenta-
tion of their academic or professional qualifications or expe-
rience.

(19) Licensees shall not advertise professional services
in a way that is false or misleading as to the qualification,
experience, or capability of the licensee.

(20) Public statements by licensees regarding the prac-
tice of on-site wastewater treatment systems design shall be
objective and truthful.

(21) Licensees should endeavor to extend the public
knowledge of on-site wastewater treatment system design
and shall not participate in the dissemination of untrue,
unfair, or exaggerated statements regarding the profession.

(22) Professional reports, statements, or testimony made
to the public or public entities shall include all relevant and
pertinent information to support conclusions or opinions
expressed.

(23) Licensees when serving as an expert witness shall
express an on-site design opinion only when it is founded
upon adequate knowledge of the facts, upon a background of
technical competence, and upon honest conviction.

196-33-200

(24) Licensees shall issue no statements, criticisms, or
arguments regarding on-site design matters, which are
inspired or paid for by interested parties, unless they indicate
on whose behalf the statements, are made.

(25) Licensees shall continue their professional develop-
ment throughout their careers, and shall provide opportuni-
ties for the professional development of those individuals
under their supervision.

(26) Licensees shall respond to any legal request for
information by the board and/or appear before the board in
the time frame established by the board or their staff desig-
nee.

(27) In addition to the requirements of RCW 18.210.020
and this chapter, the following acts are contrary to the stan-
dard of practice for individuals authorized to practice under
this chapter and constitute unprofessional conduct in the
practice of on-site wastewater treatment system designing:

(a) Duplicating, copying, removing or attempting to
remove materials from the custody and control of the board
that are exempt from inspection or copying under chapter
42.17 RCW when such duplication, copying or removal was
not expressly authorized by the board.

(b) Failure to notify a client or employer that a project
could not be completed or was not completed.

(c) Failure to respond to client inquiries under conditions
which endanger the health, safety, or welfare of the public or
the client or the client's property.

(d) Failure to respond to inquiries from other on-site
practitioners or governmental agencies regarding differences
in your respective work products, under conditions which
endanger the public health, safety, or welfare or the health,
safety, or welfare of the client or the client's property.

(e) Any act, statement or behavior that harasses, intimi-
dates or retaliates against anyone who has provided informa-
tion, assistance or testimony in connection with any board
inquiry, investigation, hearing or other proceeding.

(f) Disorderly, discriminatory or abusive behavior or
statements which are significantly disruptive to the normal
activities of a place of business or public view, where such
behavior would give anyone witnessing the act a reasonable
belief to be concerned for their safety or well-being.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035 and chapter 18.210 RCW. 07-10-127,
§ 196-33-200, filed 5/2/07, effective 6/2/07. Statutory Authority: RCW

18.210.050, 18.210.060. 01-11-102, § 196-33-200, filed 5/21/01, effective
6/21/01.]

Reviser’s note: RCW 34.05.395 requires the use of underlining and
deletion marks to indicate amendments to existing rules, and deems ineffec-
tual changes not filed by the agency in this manner. The bracketed material
in the above section does not appear to conform to the statutory requirement.
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