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173-162-110 Examinations—Conducting examinations. [Order DE 
73-10, § 173-162-110, filed 6/29/73.] Repealed by 88-
08-070 (Order 88-58), filed 4/6/88.  Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 18.104 RCW.

173-162-140 What are the requirements to become an on-site testing 
advisor? [Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW 
and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-140, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statutory 
Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 
88-58), § 173-162-140, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 
173-162-140, filed 6/29/73.] Repealed by 06-23-121 
(Order 06-08), filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.

173-162-150 Licenses—Conditional license. [Order DE 73-10, § 
173-162-150, filed 6/29/73.] Repealed by 88-08-070 
(Order 88-58), filed 4/6/88.  Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW.

173-162-160 Temporary authorization. [Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-
160, filed 6/29/73.] Repealed by 88-08-070 (Order 88-
58), filed 4/6/88.  Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 
RCW.

173-162-170 Retaking examination.[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 
18.104 RCW. 88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-170, 
filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-170, filed 
6/29/73.] Repealed by 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), filed 
3/23/98, effective 4/23/98. Statutory Authority:  Chapter 
18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080.

173-162-180 Water well contractors—Identification numbers. [Order 
DE 73-10, § 173-162-180, filed 6/29/73.] Repealed by 
88-08-070 (Order 88-58), filed 4/6/88.  Statutory 
Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.

173-162-010

WAC 173-162-010  What is the purpose of these reg-
ulations? These regulations are adopted under chapter 
18.104 RCW in order to establish procedures for the exami-
nation, licensing and regulation of well contractors and oper-
ators.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-010, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
010, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-010, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-020WAC 173-162-020  To whom do these regulations 
apply? These regulations apply to all well contractors and 
operators who are contracting for well construction or con-
structing wells in the state of Washington.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-020, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
020, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-020, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-025WAC 173-162-025  What are the reasons for sus-
pending or revoking an operator license? (1) In cases other 
than those relating to the failure of a licensee to renew a 
license, the director may suspend or revoke a license issued 
pursuant to this chapter for any of the following reasons:

(a) For fraud or deception in obtaining the license;
(b) For fraud or deception in reporting under RCW 

18.104.050;
(c) For violating the provisions of this chapter, or of any 

lawful rule or regulation of the department or the department 
of health.

(2) The director shall immediately suspend any license 
issued under this chapter if the department of social and 
health services has determined that the holder of the license is 
not in compliance with the support order or a residential or 
visitation order issued pursuant to chapter 74.20A RCW. If 
the person has continued to meet all other requirements for 
reinstatement during the suspension, reissuance of the license 
shall be automatic upon the director's receipt of a release 
issued by the department of social and health services stating 
that the person is in compliance with the order.

(3) No license shall be suspended for more than six 
months, except that a suspension under subsection (2) of this 
section shall continue until the department receives a release 
issued by the department of social and health services stating 
that the person is in compliance with the order.

(4) No person whose license is revoked shall be eligible 
to apply for a license for one year from the effective date of 
the final order of revocation.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-025, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.]

173-162-030WAC 173-162-030  How are the words and phrases 
used in this chapter? See other definitions under chapter 
173-160 WAC.

(1) "Constructing a well" or "construct a well" means:
(a) Boring, digging, drilling, or excavating a well;
(b) Installing casing, sheeting, lining, or well screens, in 

a well;
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173-162-030 Well Contractors and Operators—Licensing
(c) Drilling a geotechnical soil boring; or
(d) Installing an environmental investigation well.
"Constructing a well" or "construct a well" includes the 

alteration of an existing well.
(2) "Continuing education provider" is any person, orga-

nization, school or other entity involved in education that has 
received approval from the department for their continuing 
education plan and curriculum.

(3) "Continuing education unit" is one credit approved 
by the department for time spent participating in training or 
instruction in subject areas approved by the department.

(4) "Decommissioning" means to fill or plug a well so 
that it will not produce water, serve as a channel for move-
ment of water or pollution, or allow the entry of pollutants 
into the well or aquifers.

(5) "Department" means the department of ecology.
(6) "Dewatering well" means a cased or lined excavation 

or boring that is intended to withdraw or divert groundwater 
for the purpose of facilitating construction, stabilizing a land 
slide, or protecting an aquifer.

(7) "Director" means director of the department of ecol-
ogy.

(8) "Domestic water supply" is any water supply which 
serves a family residence(s).

(9) "Driven well" is a well constructed by joining a 
"drive point" to a length of pipe, then driving the assembly 
into the ground.

(10) "Dug well" is a well generally excavated with hand 
tools or by mechanical methods. The side walls may be sup-
ported by material other than standard weight steel casing.

(11) "Environmental investigation well" means a cased 
hole intended or used to extract a sample or samples of 
groundwater, vapor, or soil from an underground formation 
and which is decommissioned immediately after the sample 
or samples are obtained. An environmental investigation well 
is typically installed using direct push technology or auger 
boring and uses the probe, stem, auger, or rod as casing. An 
environmental investigation well is not a geotechnical soil 
boring.

(12) "Geotechnical soil boring" or "boring" means an 
uncased well drilled for the purpose of obtaining soil samples 
to ascertain structural properties of the subsurface.

(13) "Ground source heat pump boring" means a vertical 
boring constructed for the purpose of installing a closed loop 
heat exchange system for a ground source heat pump.

(14) "Groundwater" means and includes groundwaters 
as defined in RCW 90.44.035.

(15) "Grounding well" means a grounding electrode 
installed in the earth by the use of drilling equipment to pre-
vent buildup of voltages that may result in undue hazards to 
persons or equipment. Examples are anode and cathode pro-
tection wells.

(16) "Instrumentation well" means a well in which pneu-
matic or electric geotechnical or hydrological instrumenta-
tion is permanently or periodically installed to measure or 
monitor subsurface strength and movement. Instrumentation 
well includes bore hole extensometers, slope indicators, 
pneumatic or electric pore pressure transducers, and load 
cells.

(17) "Monitoring well" means a well designed to obtain 
a representative groundwater sample or designed to measure 

the water level elevations in either clean or contaminated 
water or soil.

(18) "Observation well" means a well designed to mea-
sure the depth to the water or water level elevation in either 
clean or contaminated water or soil.

(19) "Operator" means a person who:
(a) Is employed by a well contractor;
(b) Is licensed under this chapter; or
(c) Who controls, supervises, or oversees the construc-

tion of a well or who operates well construction equipment.
(20) "Owner" or "well owner" means the person, firm, 

partnership, copartnership, corporation, association, other 
entity, or any combination of these, who owns the property 
on which the well is or will be constructed or has the right to 
the well by means of an easement, covenant, or other enforce-
able legal instrument for the purpose of benefiting from the 
well.

(21) "Public water supply" is any water supply intended 
or used for human consumption or other domestic uses, 
including source, treatment, storage, transmission and distri-
bution facilities where water is furnished to any community, 
collection or number of individuals, available to the public 
for human consumption or domestic use, excluding water 
supplies serving one single-family residence and a system 
with four or fewer connections all of which serve residences 
on the same farm.

(22) "Remediation well" means a well intended or used 
to withdraw groundwater or inject water, air (for air sparg-
ing), or other solutions into the subsurface for the purpose of 
remediating, cleaning up, or controlling potential or actual 
groundwater contamination.

(23) "Resource protection well" means a cased boring 
intended or used to collect subsurface information or to deter-
mine the existence or migration of pollutants within an 
underground formation. Resource protection wells include 
monitoring wells, observation wells, piezometers, spill 
response wells, remediation wells, environmental investiga-
tion wells, vapor extraction wells, ground source heat pump 
boring, grounding wells, and instrumentation wells.

(24) "Resource protection well contractor" means any 
person, firm, partnership, copartnership, corporation, associ-
ation, or other entity, licensed and bonded under chapter 
18.27 RCW, engaged in the business of constructing resource 
protection wells or geotechnical soil borings.

(25) "Spill response well" means a well used to capture 
or recover any spilled or leaked fluid which has the potential 
to, or has contaminated the groundwater.

(26) "Structured properties" means subsurface engineer-
ing properties or geotechnical information used for the pur-
pose of designing structures such as bridges, buildings, high-
ways, pipelines, or for assessing slope stability samples.

(27) "Test well" is a well (either cased or uncased), con-
structed to determine the quantity of water available for ben-
eficial uses, identifying underlying rock formations (lithol-
ogy), and to locate optimum zones to be screened or perfo-
rated. If a test well is constructed with the intent to withdraw 
water for beneficial use, it must be constructed in accordance 
with the minimum standards for water supply wells, other-
wise they shall be constructed in accordance with the mini-
mum standards for resources protection wells. A water right 
permit, preliminary permit, or temporary permit shall be 
[Ch. 173-162 WAC—p. 2] (11/21/06)



Well Contractors and Operators—Licensing 173-162-060
obtained prior to constructing a test well unless the antici-
pated use of water is exempt as provided in RCW 90.44.050. 
A "test well" is a type of "water well."

(28) "Vapor extraction well" means a well used to with-
draw gases or vapors from soil, rock, landfill, or groundwater 
or allow air or vapor to enter subsurface soil or rock for the 
purpose of remediating soil and/or groundwater contamina-
tion.

(29) "Water well" means any excavation that is con-
structed when the intended use of the well is for the location, 
diversion, artificial recharge, observation, monitoring, dewa-
tering or withdrawal of groundwater. Water well includes 
ground source heat pump borings and grounding wells.

(30) "Water well contractor" means any person, firm, 
partnership, copartnership, corporation, association, or other 
entity, licensed and bonded under chapter 18.27 RCW, 
engaged in the business of constructing water wells.

(31) "Well alterations" include(s), deepening, hydrofrac-
turing or other operations intended to increase well yields or 
change the characteristics of the well. Well alterations does 
not include general maintenance, cleaning, sanitation, and 
pump replacement.

(32) "Well contractor" means a resource protection well 
contractor and a water well contractor licensed and bonded 
under chapter 18.27 RCW.

(33) "Well driller(s)" or "driller(s)" means a resource 
protection well contractor or operator and a water well con-
tractor or operator.

(34) "Well" means water wells, resources protection 
wells, dewatering wells, and geotechnical soil borings. Well 
does not mean an excavation made for the purpose of obtain-
ing or prospecting for oil, natural gas, geothermal resources, 
minerals, or products of mining, or quarrying, or for inserting 
media to repressure oil or natural gas bearing formations, or 
for storing petroleum, natural gas, or other products.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-030, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-030, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98. Statutory Authority:  Chapter 
18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-030, filed 4/6/88; Order 
DE 73-10, § 173-162-030, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-040

WAC 173-162-040  How do I comply with licensing 
requirements? (1) A water well operator license is required 
for all operators engaged in constructing or decommissioning 
water wells.

(2) A water well operator training license is required for 
any trainee engaged in constructing or decommissioning 
water wells under the training program provisions of this 
chapter.

(3) A resource protection well operator license is 
required for all operators engaged in constructing or decom-
missioning resource protection wells and geotechnical soil 
borings.

(4) A resource protection well operator training license is 
required for any trainee engaged in constructing or decom-
missioning resource protection wells and geotechnical soil 
borings under the training program provisions of this chapter.

(5) General contractors, engineering firms, designers, 
consulting firms, or other entities need not have a licensed 
well operator in its employ:  Provided, That all well construc-

tion and decommissioning associated with their various proj-
ects and/or contracts is conducted by a licensed well operator 
licensed under the provisions of this chapter except as pro-
vided in WAC 173-162-050.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-040, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
040, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-040, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-050

WAC 173-162-050  Who is exempt? (1) No license 
under this chapter shall be required of:

(a) Any individual who personally constructs a well on 
land which is owned or leased by the individual, or in which 
the individual has a beneficial interest as a contract purchaser 
and is used by the individual for farm or single-family resi-
dential use only.  Provided, the individual shall construct not 
more than one well every two years.

(b) An individual, except trainees, who performs labor or 
services for a well contractor in connection with the construc-
tion or decommissioning of a well at the direction and under 
the direct supervision and control of a licensed operator who 
is present at the construction site.

(c) A person licensed under the provisions of chapter 
18.08 or 18.43 RCW if in the performance of duties covered 
by those licenses.

(2) An individual who constructs or decommissions a 
well without a license under this subsection shall comply 
with all other requirements of this chapter and rules adopted 
by the department. Those requirements include, but are not 
limited to:

(a) Well construction and decommissioning standards;
(b) Payment of well construction fees; and
(c) Notification of well construction required by RCW 

18.104.048.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-050, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
050, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-050, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-055

WAC 173-162-055  What types of operator licenses 
are available? Seven types of drilling licenses are available:

(1) Water well operator training license.
(2) Resource protection well operator training license.
(3) Resource protection well operator license.
(4) Water well operator license.
(5) Conditional licenses for water or resource protection 

well drilling.
(6) Retirement license for water and/or resource protec-

tion well drilling.
(7) Inactive license for water and/or resource protection 

well drilling.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-055, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-055, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.]

173-162-060

WAC 173-162-060  How do you qualify for each 
license? (1) Training licenses.

(a) You are qualified to receive either a water or a 
resource protection training license if you:
(11/21/06) [Ch. 173-162 WAC—p. 3]
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(i) Submit a completed application to the department on 
forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(ii) Have completed at least six hundred hours of drilling 
experience working under the direct supervision of a licensed 
operator who has held a Washington state water and/or 
resource protection well drilling license for at least three 
years; and

(iii) Have obtained six continuing education units as 
approved by the department; and

(iv) Pass a written examination as provided for in RCW 
18.104.080; and

(v) Pass an on-site examination by the department; and
(vi) Present a statement by a person or persons licensed 

under this chapter, other than a trainee, signed under penalty 
of perjury as provided in RCW 9A.72.085, verifying that:

(A) The applicant has acquired a minimum of six hun-
dred hours of field experience required under this chapter; 
and

(B) The operator has assumed liability for any and all 
well construction activities of the applicant while the appli-
cant was gaining his/her six hundred hours of field experi-
ence. The operator shall not be subject to any penalties or 
orders that may be issued for wells constructed by the appli-
cant that were not the responsibility of the operator to have 
direct supervision and control over; and

(C) A licensed operator, except a trainee, who will spon-
sor the trainee, has been identified on the signed statement. 
The licensed operator who will be sponsoring the trainee, 
shall assume liability for any and all well construction activi-
ties of the trainee accomplished under the operator's control 
during the period of the trainee's license; and

(vii) In obtaining a statement from a well operator(s) 
under (a)(vi) of this subsection, an applicant who has gained 
drilling experience under more than one operator shall submit 
a statement from each operator. It is not necessary to accumu-
late all qualifying experience under one operator.  Field expe-
rience for which a statement of verification and liability can-
not be obtained, shall not be used as qualifying experience 
under this section.

All statements shall be entered on forms provided by the 
department.

(b) Terms and conditions of a training license.
(i) A person with either a resource protection or a water 

well training license may construct only those types of wells 
for which they are licensed without being under the direct 
supervision of a licensed operator provided:

(A) A licensed operator is available by radio, telephone, 
or other means of communication; and

(B) The licensed operator can reach the drill site within 
one hour.

(ii) A trainee shall maintain a daily drilling log identify-
ing all work accomplished that day. The log shall remain in 
the possession of the trainee at all times and shall be reviewed 
and initialed daily by the responsible licensed operator. The 
drilling log shall be available for review by department and 
county officials whose county has received delegated author-
ity as provided in RCW 18.104.043.

(iii) The work documented and initialed in the drilling 
log shall be used in your application for a license under the 

training program completed, licensing category of this chap-
ter.

(iv) All verifiable work performed by a trainee under the 
control of a licensed operator may be carried over to subse-
quent operator(s) who assume liability for the trainee.

(v) A trainee may apply and qualify for both a resource 
protection and a water well drilling training license, provided 
they meet the provisions of WAC 173-162-060 (1)(a) for 
each license they apply for.

(2) Water well or resource protection well operator 
licenses.

A person shall be qualified to receive either a water or 
resource protection well operator license if you meet the 
requirements of one of the following categories:

(a) New applicant category.
Applicants who have never held a well operator 

license qualify if they:
(i) Submit a completed application to the department on 

forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(ii) Submit proof that they have acquired five thousand 
four hundred hours of drilling experience under the direct 
supervision of a licensed well operator. Experience gained as 
a licensed trainee may be applied towards the experience 
requirements of this subsection; and

(iii) Submit proof that they have obtained thirty-two con-
tinuing education units; and

(iv) Pass a written examination as provided for in RCW 
18.104.080.

(v) The department shall evaluate and approve all quali-
fying experience and educational training. If your qualifying 
drilling experience under (a)(ii) of this subsection is from 
another state, the department may require an on-site examina-
tion.

(b) Training program completed category.
Applicants who have held a valid training license will be 

qualified to receive an operator license if they:
(i) Submit a completed application to the department on 

forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(ii) Submit proof that they have worked as a licensed 
trainee under the provisions of this chapter for at least three 
thousand six hundred hours; and

(iii) Have obtained fourteen continuing education units 
while working under the training program.

(c) Licensed experience category.
(i) Applicants who have never held an operator 

license in Washington state qualify if they:
(A) Submit a completed application to the department on 

forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(B) Hold a valid well operator license, or equivalent, in 
another state and can show proof that the license has been 
held for a period of at least three years. The department shall 
evaluate and approve all experience acquired by out-of-state 
licensed operators; and

(C) Have obtained thirty-two continuing education units 
as approved by the department; and

(D) Pass a written examination as provided for in RCW 
18.104.080; and
[Ch. 173-162 WAC—p. 4] (11/21/06)
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(E) Passed an on-site examination by the department. 
The on-site examination may be waived by the department.

(F) Proof of licensing under (c)(i)(B) of this subsection 
shall be submitted with the application for license. Proof of 
drilling experience may include drilling logs, federal or state 
tax records; employment records; or other records acceptable 
to the department.

(ii) Individuals, other than trainees, whose Washing-
ton operator license has been suspended, revoked, 
expired or whose license status has changed to retired or 
inactive may apply for a new license. These individuals 
qualify to receive a license if:

(A) The terms of the order of suspension or revocation 
have been met; and

(B) They submit a completed application to the depart-
ment on forms provided by the department and pay the 
department a seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(C) They have obtained seven continuing education units 
for each year or portion of a year the license has been 
revoked, suspended, inactive, retired, or expired; and

(D) They pass a written examination as provided for in 
RCW 18.104.080; and

(E) They pass an on-site examination by the department.
(F) The written and/or on-site examination(s) under 

(c)(ii)(D) and (E) of this subsection may be waived by the 
department.

(3) Individuals who received an operator license for 
either water well or resource protection well drilling are qual-
ified to receive the other license if they:

(a) Currently hold a valid well operator license under one 
of the categories in subsection (2) of this section; and

(b) Submit a completed application to the department on 
forms provided by the department and pay a seventy-five dol-
lar application fee; and 

(c) Pass a written examination; and 
(d) Pass an on-site examination if their field experience 

was gained in another state. The department may waive the 
on-site examination.

(e) Submit proof of at least six hundred hours of addi-
tional well drilling experience for the other type of license 
you wish to obtain. EXAMPLE - You currently hold a water 
well operator license that was issued by the department after 
the effective date of these regulations. You also wish to be 
licensed to construct resource protection wells. You will 
qualify to receive the resource protection operator license by 
making an application, paying the fee, and showing proof of 
six hundred hours of resource protection well drilling experi-
ence, passing a written exam, and passing an on-site exam if 
your drilling experience was gained in another state. Proof of 
experience will consist of drilling reports showing you were 
the operator of record on at least fifteen resource protection 
wells, or other documentation showing experience approved 
by the department.

(4) Conditional license.
(a) A conditional license may be issued to a former 

licensed operator for the sole purpose of authorizing the well 
operator to comply with an order to correct a problem with a 
well. The terms of the license shall detail the extent and lim-
itations placed on the well operator. This may include limita-
tions of work to be completed on a specific well, license expi-
ration, and any other limitation set by the department.

(b) A conditional license cannot be issued to a person 
who has never held an operator license issued under the pro-
visions of this chapter.

(5) Retirement license.
(a) A person shall be qualified to receive a retirement 

license if you meet the following requirements:
(i) Submit a completed application to the department on 

forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(ii) Hold a current active license for a minimum of ten 
years; and

(iii) Have no outstanding enforcement actions.
(b) The holder of a retirement license may not engage in 

any licensed activities. The holder of a retirement license 
may apply for a new license under WAC 173-162-060(2).

(6) Inactive license.
(a) A person shall be qualified to receive an inactive 

license if you meet the following requirements:
(i) Submit a completed application to the department on 

forms provided by the department and pay the department a 
seventy-five dollar application fee; and

(ii) Show proof of inactive status based on military doc-
uments, hospitalization records, out of country drilling or 
other extraordinary circumstances as determined by the 
department; and

(iii) Hold a current active license; and
(iv) Have no outstanding enforcement actions.
(b) Extraordinary circumstances do not include failure to 

notify the department of a change of address; postal service 
error and domestic disputes (divorce or separation).

(c) The holder of an inactive license must resubmit an 
application to extend inactive license status at the end of each 
two-year period. The holder of an inactive license may not 
engage in any licensed activities. The holder of an inactive 
license may apply for a new license under WAC 173-162-
060(2).
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-060, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-060, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98. Statutory Authority:  Chapter 
18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-060, filed 4/6/88; Order 
DE 73-10, § 173-162-060, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-070

WAC 173-162-070  What application fees are 
required? Application fees are seventy-five dollars for each 
operator or training license.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-070, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-070, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-070, 
filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-075

WAC 173-162-075  How often do I need to renew my 
license? (1) Licenses issued under this chapter, except a 
training license, shall be renewed every two years.

(2) A training license shall be valid for a period of two 
years from the time it was originally issued. A training 
license cannot be renewed. However, a one-time extension 
may be granted upon show of good cause by the trainee. The 
limit of the extension shall be for no longer than twenty-four 
months. The trainee will be required to earn seven continuing 
education units for each year or portion of a year the license 
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is held. The department may waive the continuing education 
requirement of this subsection. Each request will be evalu-
ated on a case-by-case basis. A seventy-five dollar fee will be 
charged for the extension.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-075, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-075, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.]

173-162-080WAC 173-162-080  What are the conditions and cost 
of renewing a drilling license? (1) Between the 1993 legis-
lation, Laws of 1997, chapter 387, and the adoption of these 
regulations implementing the legislation, the well operator 
licenses issued and renewed by the department met the 
requirements of the 1993 legislation and may be renewed for 
either a water well or resource protection well operator 
license or both as provided in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) A holder of a valid license may renew the license if 
they:

(a) Submit a completed application on forms approved 
by the department; and

(b) Show proof that they successfully completed four-
teen continuing education units during the past twenty-four 
months of the license term. A minimum of two continuing 
education units out of the fourteen required units must be 
about Washington state drilling or licensing regulations; and

(c) Pay a seventy-five dollar renewal fee for each license 
they wish to renew.

(3) If you fail to submit a completed application for 
renewal, the license shall expire at the end of its effective 
term. A complete application includes the submission of the 
renewal fee and proof of completion of the required continu-
ing education.

(4) If your license has expired, you will have thirty days 
in which to renew it. The thirty-day extension period is to be 
used only to submit a late application and fee. It is not to be 
used to gain continuing education units.  You must not 
engage in any licensed activities during this time. If you fail 
to submit your renewal application, fee, and proof of continu-
ing education after the extension period has expired, you 
must apply for a new license as provided in this chapter.

(5) The department may refuse to renew a license if the 
license is currently suspended or revoked, or the licensee has 
not complied with an order issued by the department or has 
not paid a penalty imposed under RCW 18.104.155, unless 
the order or penalty is under appeal.

(6) Operators shall not construct or decommission a well 
after their license has expired.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-080, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-080, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-080, 
filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-085WAC 173-162-085  Continuing education. Ecology, 
with the assistance of the technical advisory group created in 
RCW 18.104.190, shall develop and administer a program for 
continuing education for the purpose of ensuring continued 
professional growth and competency of licensed operators.

(1) What is continuing education? Continuing education 
is your opportunity to gain additional knowledge into sub-
jects that directly relate to the well drilling profession. It is 

designed to enhance your knowledge, drilling skills, and keep 
you informed on technological advances, as well as keeping 
you informed on current state and local regulations. The ulti-
mate goal is to ensure the highest quality of professionalism 
in the well drilling industry. Continuing education is required 
of every person applying for an operator's license and for 
every licensed operator renewing their license. Continuing 
education units (CEUs) are earned by attending continuing 
education programs. Continuing education programs consist 
of approved training, classes, courses, workshops, offerings, 
correspondence instructions, or other means of providing 
instruction.

(2) How do I obtain required continuing education units?
(a) Except as provided for in this chapter, continuing 

education units will only be obtained from an approved con-
tinuing education provider (a continuing education provider 
is:  Any person, organization, school or other entity involved 
in education and have received approval from the department 
for their continuing education plan and curriculum).

(b) The department shall maintain a current list of all 
continuing education providers and programs. This list will 
be available on the department's web page and/or by request.

(c) In order to receive continuing education units you 
must successfully complete continuing education programs. 
You must be present throughout the entire instructional 
period in order to be eligible to receive full credit.

(3) How do I become an approved continuing education 
provider? Persons, organizations, schools, and other entities 
that provide training and education must submit a continuing 
education plan to the department for approval. Upon approval 
of the plan, the requestor becomes an approved continuing 
education provider. The department may waive the require-
ment to have a continuing education plan for colleges, uni-
versities, or other entities that have an accreditation require-
ment of their own.

(a) What are the required elements of a continuing edu-
cation plan? A continuing education plan must contain the 
following required elements:

(i) Contact information. Name of the person, organiza-
tions, schools, and other entities applying to become an 
approved continuing education provider. Their mailing 
address, telephone number(s), and e-mail address. Names of 
a contact person(s), their mailing address, telephone num-
ber(s), and e-mail address.

(ii) Statement of qualifications. A statement of qualifica-
tions consists of a summary of the provider's experience in 
providing education programs; references; and lists of any 
licenses they hold and/or membership in any professional 
organizations.

(iii) Statement of resources. A statement of resources 
shall identify the location(s) of the continuing education pro-
gram and the number of individuals required to put on the 
program.

(iv) Statement of organization. A statement of organiza-
tion consists of a summary of how the courses will be adver-
tised; number and frequency of classes offered during the 
year; a description of the method to be used to evaluate 
courses; a description of how attendance will be verified and 
reported to the department; a description of the type of proof 
of completion to be awarded to each student; and a cancella-
tion policy.
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(v) Statement of accountability. The statement of 
accountability shall justify the cost of the class and include a 
statement assuring delivery of courses by the provider.

(b) As provided for in this chapter, the department in 
consultation with the technical advisory group created in 
RCW 18.104.190 may waive the requirement for a provider 
to have a continuing education plan consistent with the goals 
of this WAC.

(4) How do I get credit for participating in a continuing 
education program and report units to the department?

(a) A person is qualified to receive continuing education 
units after the program has been evaluated and upon showing 
proof of attendance and completion of an approved continu-
ing education program. Each continuing education provider 
is required to provide their students with documentation, 
approved by the department, showing successful completion 
of the program.

(b) All operators/trainees must report their continuing 
education units to the department prior to their license 
renewal date.

(c) The department will keep a record of the licensees' 
continuing education units as they are submitted. You may 
access your record through the department's web site or 
request a copy of your record.

(d) It is the individual's responsibility to track and main-
tain records of their continuing education units.

(5) General information on continuing education:
(a) Continuing education units received during a renewal 

period that are in excess of the requirements cannot be used 
for any succeeding years.

Example:  A driller earning twenty continuing education 
units during their two-year renewal period cannot apply the 
six extra units towards any future renewal.

(b) New applicants may have continuing education units 
assigned for courses, workshops, classes, or seminars 
attended no more than five years prior to their application 
date.

(c) An individual licensed for both water well and 
resource protection well construction need only obtain four-
teen continuing education units per renewal period.

(d) An individual applying for a new license for both a 
water well and resource protection well operator's license 
need only meet the continuing education unit requirements 
for one license.

(e) For new applicants or currently licensed individuals, 
two continuing education units must cover Washington state 
department of ecology laws and regulations provided by the 
department or their designee. This section will take effect one 
year from the effective date of this rule.

(6) What topics will be approved for continuing educa-
tion programs? General topics include:  Occupational health 
and safety; business and office skills; interpersonal skills; 
technical aspects associated with well design, construction, 
development, maintenance, and testing; geology and ground-
water sciences, safety, welding, HAZMAT training, first aid; 
and other topics relating directly to well construction and the 
groundwater industry as approved by the department. The 
department may also request approved continuing education 
providers to cover certain topics in their continuing education 
plan based on trends or observations from department com-
pliance officers.

(7) How will continuing education units be assigned?
(a) The following criteria shall be utilized when evaluat-

ing programs and assigning continuing education units.
(i) The subjects' relevance to the business, technical, 

and/or regulatory aspects of well drilling;
(ii) How well the subject will enhance the knowledge, 

skills, and abilities required in the well drilling profession;
(iii) Length of program; and
(iv) Final group selection.
The program syllabus must be reviewed in order to 

address these criteria.
(b) A program syllabus shall contain the following:
(i) Course title.
(ii) Instructor name(s).
(iii) Instructor qualifications.
(iv) Course length.
(v) Course outline, detailing specific subject material to 

be taught and testing schedule.
(vi) A statement regarding how the course pertains to the 

business, technical, regulatory, and safety aspects of well 
construction.

(vii) A statement regarding the goals and objectives of 
each class.

(viii) A statement that the class will be open to all who 
desire to attend.

(ix) Admission cost.
(x) A description of textbooks, supplemental readings, or 

materials such as safety equipment, calculators, or other 
items the attendee will need to provide.

(xi) The date and time of the course and driving direc-
tions.

(c) Based on the syllabus review, each continuing educa-
tion program will be categorized into one of seven groups:

(i) Group one - Subjects that directly relate to the busi-
ness, technical, regulatory, and safety aspects of well con-
struction; and subjects that enhance groundwater protection 
and increased professionalism within the drilling community.

(A) Washington well construction and licensing statutes 
and regulations.

(B) Construction methodology, well design, develop-
ment, maintenance, and testing.

(C) Protection of the groundwater resource.
(D) Hydrogeology and groundwater science.
(E) Equipment operation and maintenance.
(F) Computer skills.
(G) Welding.
(H) Business management and office skills.
(I) Interpersonal skills.
(J) Occupational health and safety.
(K) Map reading skills.
(L) Local and state health regulations.
(M) DOT regulations.
(ii) Group two - Subjects that will improve the industries' 

knowledge and understanding of subjects related to ground-
water.

(iii) Group three - Subjects not covered under group one 
or two, but benefit the driller in their professional develop-
ment.

(A) Vendor specific product/sales courses.
(B) Pumps.
(iv) Group four - Miscellaneous courses.
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(A) College courses.
(B) Correspondence courses.
(C) Trade school courses that do not fall into another 

group.
(v) Group five - Attending conventions (trade show).
(A) Washington Groundwater Association.
(B) National Groundwater Association.
(C) Pacific Northwest Expo.
(D) Other state recognized conventions.
(vi) Group six - Preapproved classes.
(A) OSHA HAZWOPPER 40 hour basic course - 20 

credits.
(B) OSHA HAZWOPPER 8 hour refresher - 4 credits.
(C) Red Cross 8 hour first aid/CPR - 4 credits.
(D) Others as approved by the department.
(vii) Group seven - Programs for which no credits are 

assigned.
(d) A program will be assigned continuing education 

unit(s) based on the group that best describes the training ses-
sion and the published length of the training session.

The following is a unit value for each group:
Group one - One unit per hour.
Group two - One-half unit per hour.
Group three - One-quarter unit per hour.
Group four - Unit value equal to the education credit, not 

to exceed four continuing education units per license renewal 
period or trainee applicant. No more than eight for all other 
applicants.

Group five - One unit per convention.
Group six - As listed.
Group seven - No unit value.
(e) Operators/trainees who have attended continuing 

education programs that were not previously approved may 
receive continuing education units by providing an applica-
tion to become a provider and class syllabus form to the 
department.

(f) Individuals may receive continuing education units 
for preparing and presenting classes as follows:

(i) No continuing education units will be assigned for 
class preparation/presentation to nondrilling audiences.

(ii) One continuing education unit per hour of presenta-
tion and one CEU per hour of preparation time.  Continuing 
education units allowed for preparation time are limited to no 
more than twice the time it took to present the course. Exam-
ple - One hour class, no more than two hours preparation time 
allowed. Total three CEUs.

(g) All continuing education programs must be open to 
anyone who wants to attend. This requirement does not pre-
clude a provider from imposing reasonable requirements for 
attendees such as, but not limited to, fees, space limitations 
and providing their own safety equipment.

(8) What is the department's role in providing continuing 
education?

(a) The department shall approve all continuing educa-
tion programs and assign continuing education units required 
by this chapter. The technical advisory group shall assist the 
department in their evaluation by reviewing continuing edu-
cation programs and recommending assignment of continu-
ing education units on classes referred to them by the depart-
ment.

(b) The department will provide technical support 
including those meeting the requirements in subsection (5)(e) 
of this section, in the form of speakers and materials for use 
in continuing education programs to approved continuing 
education providers upon request and at their sole discretion.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-085, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-085, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.]

173-162-090WAC 173-162-090  Examinations—Notification of 
examinations. Upon receipt of a properly completed applica-
tion, the department shall notify the applicant of the date, 
time and place of the next scheduled examination. All incom-
plete application forms will be returned for completion. The 
applicant should notify the department if the examination 
schedule cannot be met and the reasons therefor.
[Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-090, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-095WAC 173-162-095  What should I know about the 
written and on-site examinations? The written and on-site 
examinations for licenses issued under this chapter are pre-
pared, administered, and evaluated by the department.

(1) What subjects will the written exam cover?  The 
examinations are prepared to test the knowledge and under-
standing of the following subjects:

(a) Washington state groundwater laws as they relate to 
constructing and decommissioning wells;

(b) Sanitary standards for constructing wells;
(c) Types of well construction and decommissioning;
(d) Drilling techniques, tools and equipment;
(e) Geology (including soil and rock description) as it 

relates to well construction;
(f) Rules and regulations of the department relating to 

constructing a well, test pumping, and equipment mainte-
nance;

(g) Preparation of intent forms, well reports, and requests 
for variances;

(h) Township and range location system as it relates to 
location of wells;

(i) Basic groundwater hydraulics as it relates to well con-
struction and protection of the resource; and

(j) Rules and regulations of the Washington state depart-
ment of health relating to source approval and source protec-
tion of public drinking water systems.

(2) What subjects will the on-site test cover?
The on-site examination shall test the applicant's field 

skills and knowledge in the following areas:
(a) Safety.
(b) General knowledge of equipment operation.
(c) Equipment maintenance.
(d) Drilling knowledge.
(e) Well development.
(f) Implementation of the construction standards under 

chapter 173-160 WAC.
(3) When and where are the written examinations 

given?
(a) Examinations will be held at such a time and place as 

may be determined by the department, but not later than 
thirty days after the department accepts the completed appli-
cation package consisting of:
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(i) A completed application form with appropriate fee; 
and

(ii) Proof of required continuing education; and
(iii) Proof of required drilling experience.
(b) Upon receipt of a completed application package, the 

department shall notify you of the date, time and place of the 
next scheduled written examination. You shall notify the 
department at least twenty-four hours prior to your scheduled 
exam date if you cannot meet the examination schedule. Your 
notice shall include the reason(s) why you cannot meet the 
schedule. If you fail to notify the department, or fail to 
reschedule your exam within thirty days of your initial exam 
date, you will forfeit your application and fee. You must sub-
mit a new application and fee in accordance with WAC 173-
162-060 if you wish to take the exam.

(c) If your application package is received after an exam-
ination has been scheduled and there is either insufficient 
time for the department to notify you of the time and place of 
the examination or you are unable to take the examination at 
the scheduled time, the thirty-day period will start from the 
scheduled examination date.

(4) When and where are the on-site examinations 
given?

(a) You must pass the written exam before you can take 
the on-site exam.

(b) If you are required to take an on-site examination you 
will receive an authorization form along with the confirma-
tion of your written test results. 

(c) You and the department will schedule a mutually 
agreed upon time and place for the on-site exam. RCW 
18.104.080 requires that examinations be held within thirty 
days after a completed application is filed with the depart-
ment.

(d) You shall arrange for all the equipment, materials, 
and location for the on-site examination.

(e) The department must be present during the on-site 
examination.

(5) When will I be notified of the results of my written 
and on-site examination?

The department shall notify you of your test results 
within ten days after each examination.

(6) If I fail an exam, may I take a retest?
(a) If you fail the written or on-site exam, you shall not 

be entitled to take the examination, or any parts of the exam-
ination for a period of thirty days from the date of your orig-
inal examination.

(b) If you failed to pass the written exam, you are consid-
ered a new applicant in all respects.

(c) If you fail the on-site exam, you will be required to 
arrange a retest after a thirty-day waiting period. You will not 
be required to retake the written exam.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 06-23-121 (Order 06-08), § 
173-162-095, filed 11/21/06, effective 12/22/06. Statutory Authority:  Chap-
ter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-031 (Order 97-08), § 173-
162-095, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.]

173-162-100

WAC 173-162-100  Examinations—Type of examina-
tions. The examinations shall be prepared, administered and 
evaluated by the department. They shall be broken down into 
sections including a basic general category and specialist cat-
egories including but not necessarily limited to cable tool, 

rotary, driven and dug well construction technology. The 
examination shall be prepared to test the knowledge and 
understanding of the following subjects:

(1) Washington groundwater laws as they relate to well 
construction;

(2) Sanitary standards for water well drilling and con-
struction of water wells;

(3) Types of well construction;
(4) Drilling tools and equipment;
(5) Underground geology as it relates to well construc-

tion;
(6) Rules and regulations of the department and the 

department of social and health services relating to well con-
struction;

(7) Preparation of well reports;
(8) Township and range location system as it relates to 

location of wells; and
(9) Basic groundwater hydraulics as it relates to well 

construction.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 
173-162-100, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-100, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-120

WAC 173-162-120  Examinations—Notification of 
examination results. The department shall make a determi-
nation of the applicant's qualifications for a license within ten 
days after the examination and notify said applicant of the 
results within ten days after such determination.

[Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-120, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-130

WAC 173-162-130  Licenses—General. It is the intent 
of the department in its implementation of the licensing phase 
of the Washington Water Well Construction Act to effect a 
smooth transition of this requirement into the well construc-
tion industry without causing undue hardship on individuals 
and/ or businesses whose livelihood is dependent upon con-
tinuing work in this field.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 
173-162-130, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-130, filed 6/29/73.]

173-162-190

WAC 173-162-190  What are the responsibilities of 
well contractors and their agents? (1) The well contractor 
shall be responsible for designating an agent to represent its 
dealing with the department.

(2) The agent must be a Washington state licensed oper-
ator other than a trainee.

(3) The agent shall notify the department of all licensed 
operators and trainees who are working for the well contrac-
tor.

(4) Notification shall be made within ninety days of 
enactment of this regulation.

(5) After the initial notification, the agent shall notify the 
department of all terminations and new hires within thirty 
days.

(6) The well contractor shall notify the department 
within thirty days of making any change of agent.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-190, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
190, filed 4/6/88; Order DE 73-10, § 173-162-190, filed 6/29/73.]
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173-162-200WAC 173-162-200  What are the department of ecol-
ogy's enforcement options? In enforcement of this chapter, 
the department of ecology may impose  sanctions that are 
appropriate under authorities vested in it, including  issuance 
of regulatory orders under RCW 43.27A.190, civil penalties 
under RCW 90.03.600 and 18.104.155, and criminal penal-
ties under RCW 18.104.160.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-200, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98.  Statu-
tory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-
200, filed 4/6/88.]

173-162-210WAC 173-162-210  Can I appeal enforcement 
actions? Yes, you can appeal the department of ecology's 
decision to the pollution control hearings board.  All final 
written decisions of the department of ecology pertaining to 
permits, regulatory orders, and related decisions made under 
this chapter shall be subject to review by the pollution control 
hearings board in accordance with chapter 43.21B RCW.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW and RCW 43.21A.080. 98-08-
031 (Order 97-08), § 173-162-210, filed 3/23/98, effective 4/23/98. Statutory 
Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW.  88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 173-162-210, 
filed 4/6/88.]

173-162-220WAC 173-162-220  Regulation review. The depart-
ment of ecology shall initiate a review of the rules established 
in this chapter whenever new information, changing condi-
tions, or statutory modifications make it necessary to con-
sider revisions.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 18.104 RCW. 88-08-070 (Order 88-58), § 
173-162-220, filed 4/6/88.]
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