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SESSION LAWS, 1891.

CHAPTER CLI.
[ H. B. No. 233.1

TO PROTECT INNOCENT PURCHASERS OF COMMUNITY
REAL PROPERTY.
AN AcT to protect innocent purchasers of community real property.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
SECTION 1. Whenever any person, married or single,
having in his or her name the legal title of record to any
real estate, shall sell or dispose of the same to an actual
bona fide purchaser, a deed of such real estate from the
person holding such legal record title to such actual bona
fide purchaser shall be sufficient to convey to, and vest in,
such purchaser the full legal and equitable title to such
real estate free and clear of any and all claims of any and
all persons whatsoever, not appearing of record in the
auditor's office of the county in which such real estate is
situated.
SEc. 2. A husband or wife having an interest in real
estate, by virtue of the marriage relation, the legal title of
record to which real estate is or shall be held by the other,
Property rights may protect such interest from sale or disposition by the hus
of husband or
wife; how pro- band or wife, as the case may be, in whose name the legal title
tected.
is held, by causing to be filed and recorded in the auditor's
office of the county in which such real estate is situated
an instrument in writing setting forth that the person filing
such instrument is the husband or wife, as the case may
be, of the person holding the legal title to the real estate
in question, describing such real estate and the claimant's
interest therein; and when thus presented for record such
instrument shall be filed and recorded by the auditor of the
county in which such real estate is situated, in the same
manner and with like effect as regards notice to all the
world. as deeds of real estate are filed and recorded. And
Effectofdefault if either husband or wife fails to cause such an instrument
or neglect.
to be filed in the auditor's office in the county in which
real estate is situated, the legal title to which is held by the
other, within a period of ninety days from the date when
such legal title has been made a matter of record, any
actual bona fide purchaser of such real estate from the
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person in whose name the legal title stands of record, receiving a deed of such real estate from the person thus
holding the legal title, shall be deemed and held to have received the full legal and equitable title to.such real estate
free and clear of all claim of the other spouse.
SEC. 3. The instrument in writing provided for in the
last preceding sections shall be deemed to be a cloud upon
the title of said real estate, and may be removed by the release of the party filing the same, or by any court having
jurisdiction in the county where said real estate is situated,
whenever it shall appear to said court that the real estate
described in said instrument is the separate property of the
person in whose name the title to the said real estate, or
any part thereof, appears to be vested, from the conveyances on record in the office of the auditor of the county
where said real estate is situated.
SEC. 4. In so far as this act affects married persons having already acquired and now holding real estate under existing laws, a period of three months from the date at
which this act shall take effect is hereby allowed to such
persons within which to comply with its provisions.
SEC. 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this
act are hereby repealed.
Approved March 9, 1891.
Sig. 24.
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