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SESSION LAWS, 1893.

CHAPTER XI.
(H. B. No. 89.]

QUIETING POSSESSIONS AND CONFIRMING TITLES TO
LAND.
AN ACT to quiet possessions and confirm titles to land.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington.
SECTION 1. That all actions brought for the recovery of
any lands, tenements or hereditaments of which any person
may be possessed by actual, open and notorious possession
for seven successive years, having a connected title in law
or equity deducible of record from this state or the United
States, or from any public officer, or other person authorized by the laws of this state to sell such land for the nonpayment of taxes, or from any sheriff, marshal or other
person authorized to sell such land on execution or under
any order, judgment or decree of any court of record, shall
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be brought within seven years next after possession being

taken as aforesaid, but when the possessor shall acquire
title after taking such possession, the limitation shall begin
to run from the time of acquiring title.
SEC. 2. The heirs, devisees and assigns of the person
having such title and possession shall have the same benefit
of the preceding section as the person from whom the possession is derived.
SEC. 3. Every person in actual, open and notorious possession of lands or tenements under claim and color of
title, made in good faith, and who shall for seven successive years continue in possession, and shall also during said
time pay all taxes legally assessed on such lands or tenements, shall be held and adjudged to be the legal owner of
said lands or tenements, to the extent and according to the
purport of his or her paper title. All persons holding
under such possession, by purchase, devise or descent, before said seven years shall have expired, and who shall continue such possession and continue to pay the taxes as
aforesaid, so as to complete the possession and payment of
taxes for the term aforesaid, shall be entitled to the benefit
of this section.
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SEc. 4. Every person having color of title made in good same.
faith to vacant and unoccupied land, who. shall pay all
taxes legally assessed thereon for seven successive years,
he or she shall be deemed and adjudged to be the legal
owner of said vacant and unoccupied land to the extent
and according to the purport of his or her paper title. All
persons holding under such taxpayer, by purchase, devise
or descent, before said seven years shall have expired, and
who shall continue to pay the taxes as aforesaid, so as to
complete the payment of said taxes for the term aforesaid,
shall be entitled to the benefit of this section: Provided,
however, If any person having a better paper title to said
vacant and unoccupied land shall, during the said term of
seven years, pay the taxes as assessed on said land for any
one or more years of said term of seven years, then and
in that case such taxpayer, his heirs or assigns, shall not
be entitled to the benefit of this section.
SEC. 5. The two preceding sections shall not extend to Public lands.
lands or tenements owned by the United States or this
state, nor to school lands, nor to lands held for any public
purpose. Nor shall they extend to lands or tenements Adversetitle
in an infant
when there shall be an adverse title to such lands or tene- or insane.
ments, and the holder of such adverse title is an infant or
person under legal age, or insane: Provided, Such persons
as aforesaid shall commence an action to recover such lands
or tenements so possessed as aforesaid, within three years
after the several disabilities herein enumerated shall cease
to exist, and shall prosecute such action to judgment, or in
case of vacant and unoccupied land shall, within the time
last aforesaid, pay to the person or persons who have paid
the same for his or her betterments, and the taxes, with
interest on said taxes at the legal rate per annum that have
been paid on said vacant and unimproved land.
SEC. 6. That the provisions of this act shall be liberally construction.
construed for the purposes set forth in this act.
Approved February 16, 1893.

