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SESSION LAWS, 19i3. {CH. 181-182.

CHAPTER 181
[S. B. 310.]1

CHANGING NAME OF LITTLE FALLS TO VADER.

AN Acr changing the corporate name of the town of Little Falls,
in Lewis county, State of Washington, to Vader.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Section 1. That the name of the town of Little Falls,
situated in the county of Lewis, State of Washington, be,
and the same hereby is, changed to Vader.
Passed the Senate February 28, 1913.

Passed the House March 12, 1913.
Approved by the Governor March 25, 1913.

CHAPTER 182.
[H. B. 528.]

VALUATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE PROPERTIES AS FIXED
FOR RATE PURPOSES NOT TO BE USED FOR
TAXING PURPOSES.

AN Acr amending section 92 of an act entitled: “An act relating
to public service properties and utilities, providing for the
regulation of the same, fixing penalties for the violation
thereof, making an appropriation and repealing certain acts,”
being chapter 117, Session Laws, 1911.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. Section 92 of chapter 117 of the Session
Laws of 1911, known as the “Public Service Commission
Law,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 92. Valuation of Property; Procedure.

. The commission shall ascertain, as early as practicable,
the cost of construction and equipment, the amount ex-
pended in permanent improvements, and proportionate
amount of such permanent improvements charged in con-
struction and to operating expenses respectively, the pres-
ent as compared with the original cost of construction, and
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the cost of reproducing in its present condition the proper-
ty of every public service company.

It shall also ascertain the amount and present market
value of the capital stock and funded indebtedness of every
public service company. ’

It shall also ascertain, in the case of companies engaged
in interstate business, the relative value of the use to which
such property in this state is actually put in the conduct
of interstate business and state business respectively.

It shall also ascertain the total market value of the prop-
erty of each public service company operating in this state
used for the public convenience within the state.

It shall also ascertain the time intervening between the
expenditure of money in the cost of construction and time
when returns in the shape of dividends were first received
by each of these companies.

It shall also ascertain the probable earning capacity
of each public service company under the rates now
charged by such companies and the sum required to meet
fixed charges and operating expenses, and in case of a
company doing interstate business it shall also ascertain
the probable earning capacity of such company upon in-
trastate business, and the sum required to meet fixed
charges and operating expenses on intrastate business, and
the relative proportion of intrastate and interstate busi-
ness, the relative proportion of the operating expenses
connected therewith, the relative proportion of the revenue
which should be derived therefrom.

It shall also ascertain the density of traffic and of popu-
lation tributary to every public service company, and the
conditions which will tend to show whether such traffic and
population is likely to continue, increase, or diminish.

It shall also ascertain the existence of grades, curvatures
and other physical conditions affecting the movement of
traffic and business of common carriers.

It shall also ascertain whether the expenditures already
made by any public service company in procuring its prop-

~erty were such as were justified by the then existing con-
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ditions, and such as might reasonably be expected in the
immediate future and whether the money expended by such
company has been reasonable for the present needs of the
company and for such needs as may reasonably be expect-
ed in the immediate future.

The commission is hereby authorized to cause a hearing
or hearings to be held at such time or times and place or
places as the commission may designate for the purpose
of ascertaining the matters and things provided for in this
section.

The commission shall, before any hearing is had, notify
the company concerned of the time and place of such hear-
ing, by giving at least thirty days’ written notice thereof,
specifying that at the time and place designated a hearing
will be held for the purpose of ascertaining the value of
such company’s property within the state, which shall be a
sufficient complaint to authorize the commission to inquire
into the matters designated in this section.

All companies affected shall be entitled to be heard and
introduce evidence at such hearing. The evidence intro-
duced at such hearing shall be reduced to writing and certi-
fied under the seal of the commission.

The commission shall make and render findings of fact
in writing covering all matters in this section mentioned
concerning which it is directed to inquire into, and shall
make findings upon all matters concerning which evidence
may have been introduced before it shall tend to show the
value of the property used by such company for the public
convenience.

Any company affected by the findings, or any of them,
believing such findings, or any of them, to be contrary to
law or the evidence introduced, or that such findings are
unfair, unwarranted or unjust, may institute proceedings
in the superior court of the State of Washington in the

" county in which said hearing has been held, or, if held in

more than one county, then in the county in which said
hearing was commenced, and have such findings reviewed,
and their correctness, reasonableness and lawfulness in-
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quired into and determined. Such review shall be heard by
the court without the intervention of a jury and shall be
heard upon the evidence and exhibits taken before the com-
" mission and certified to by it; and the court before which
such hearing is had, in case it finds any such findings so
sought to be reviewed unjust, incorrect, unreasonable, un-
lawful or not supported by the evidence, shall make new
and correct findings to take the place of such as may not
be sustained, unless such findings are set aside and reversed
for error on the part of the commission in rejecting evi-
dence properly proffered,; in which case it shall remand
said hearing to the commission with instructions to re-
ceive the evidence so proffered and rejected and make the
findings of fact on the evidence so proffered and that al-
ready received.

Said public service company or the commission shall have
the right to appeal from the decision of the superior court
to the supreme court of the State of Washington, as in civil
cases. In case the supreme court finds any findings so
sought to be reviewed unjust, incorrect, unlawful or un-
reasonable, or not supported by the evidence, it shall
either make and render proper findings or remand the case
to the superior court with instructions to make proper
findings on the evidence already submitted, unless the same
is reversed for error in rejecting evidence properly prof-
fered, in which case the hearing shall be remanded to the
commission with instructions to receive the evidence so
proffered and make findings on the evidence so proffered
and rejected and that already received.

The findings of the commission so filed, or as the same
may be corrected by the courts, when properly certified
under the seal of the commission, shall be admissible in ev-
idence in any action, proceding or hearing, excepting with
respect to matters of assessment and taxation, in which the
state or any officer, department or institution thereof, or
any county, municipality, or other body politic and the
public service company affected is interested, whether aris-
ing under the provisions of this act or otherwise, and such

665

Appeals to
supreme
court,

Valuations
for rate
purposes
not to be
used for
taxing
purposes.

(See State
ez rel. 0. R.
& N. Co. ©.
Clausen, 63
Wash. 535.)



666 -

Hearings on
additions and
improve-
ments.

SESSION LAWS, 1913. [CH. 182.

findings when so introduced shall be conclusive evidence of
the facts stated in such findings as of the date therein
stated under conditions then existing, except as a basis for
taxation, and such facts can only be controverted by show-
ing a subsequent change in conditions bearing upon the
facts therein determined.

The commission shall hereafter, from time to time, cause
further hearings to be had for the purpose of ascertaining
the betterments, improvements, additions, and extensions
made by any public service company to its property subse-
quent to the date of any prior hearing, and shall examine
into all traffic movement and every matter and thing that
would change, modify or affect any finding of fact pre-
viously made, and shall at such time make findings of fact
supplemental to those theretofore made, showing the
amount expended in betterments, improvements, extensions
and additions since such prior findings and the cost of re-
producing the same, the value of the property used by such
company at the time of such subsequent hearing, the rela-
tive value of the use to which such property is put in the
performance of intrastate and interstate business, respec-
tively, and the value of the property of such company in
the state used for the public convenience of intrastate busi-
ness. Such hearing shall be had upon the same notice, the
examination conducted in the same manner, and the find-
ings so made shall have the same force and effect as is pro-

vided herein for such original notice, hearing and findings:
Provided, That such findings made at such supplemental
hearing shall be considered in connection with and as a
part of the original findings except in so far as such sup-
plemental findings shall change or modify the findings
made at the original hearing.
Passed the House March 10, 1913.
"Passed the Senate March 12, 1913.
Became law without signature of the Governor.
Filed March 25, 1913.
I. M. Howevry,
Secretary of State.



