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CHAPTER 46.
[S. B. 388.]

PORT DISTRICTS OF THE FIRST CLASS.

AN Actr defining port districts of the first class, providing a
method for the government thereof, limiting the powers
thereof, defining the powers and duties of the officers thereof,
enacting certain other provisions relating thereto and amend-
ing chapter 92 of the Laws of 1911, being au act entitled “An
act authorizing the establishment of port districts; providing
for the acquirement, construction, maintenance, operation, de-
velopment and regulation of a system of harbor improvements
and rail and water transfer and terminal facilities within such
districts, and providing the method of payment therefor,” ap-
proved March 14, 1911, as heretofore amended and now in
force, by adding thereto certain sections to be known respec-
tively as sections 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23,

Beit enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. That chapter 92 of the Laws of 1911,
being an act entitled “An act authorizing the establishment
of port districts; providing for the acquirement, construc-
tion, maintenance, operation, development and regulation
of a system of harbor improvements and rail and water
transfer and terminal facilities within such districts, and
providing the method of payment therefor,” approved
March 14, 1911, as heretofore amended and now in force,
be further amended by adding thereto a new section to be
known and designated as section 15, as follows:

Section 15. Every port district heretofore or hereafter
formed which is or shall be co-extensive with the limits of
a county of the first class, as defined in section 4031 of
Remington & Ballinger’s Annotated Codes and Statutes of
Washington, shall be known and designated as a port dis-
trict of the first class. This section and the following
sections to section 23 inclusive, shall relate exclusively to
port districts of the first class, and all port districts of
the first class shall hereafter be governed by the provisions
of said sections: Provided, That the preceding sections
of the act to which this act is amendatory shall apply to



CH. 46.] SESSION LAWS, 1815.

port districts of the first class except as otherwise provided
in this and the following sections.

Sec. 2. That said act referred to in section 1 of this
amendatory act, being chapter 92 of the Laws of 1911, be
further amended by adding a new section to be designated
as section 16, as follows:

Section 16. The port districts of the first class, as herein
defined, shall be governed by a board of seven (7) com-
missioners to be known and designated as “Board of Port
Commissioners of the port of .................. » (in-
serting name of principal sea-port city within said dis-
trict). The said board herein provided for shall consist
of the following officers, namely: three elective commis-
sioners, eclected by the electors of the port district,
in the manner hereinafter provided, and having the
qualifications hereinafter mentioned, to serve for a per-
lod of six (6) years, except as hereinafter provided,
and until their successors are elected and have quali-
fied; in addition to the said three elective commis-
sioners, the said board shall consist of the following offi-
cers ex-officio, namely, the county auditor, the county
engineer, and the prosecuting attorney of the county
whose limits are co-extensive with that of the port district,
and the mayor of the principal seaport city having the
largest population within such port district: Provided,
That if under the charter of such city there shall not be an
officer performing the duties of mayor, or such officer being
lacking, then the legislative body of such city shall appoint
from among its own members or from the other officers
of the city, a member of such board to supply the place of
such officer so lacking, and any such appointment shall
hold good as to such member of the board of commissioners
until the expiration of the term of his then city office.

The qualifications for elective port commissioners in
port districts of the first class, as herein defined, and the
method and manner of their nomination and election shall be
the same as now provided for port commissioners, all as
near as may be, in section 8165-3 of Remington & Bal-

149

Board of com-
missioners.

Ex-officio
members.

Qualifications
of elective
members.



150

Term of
. office.

Vacancies.

Limitation
on indebted-
ness.

SESSION LAWS, 1915. [CH. 46.

linger’s Annotated Codes and Statutes of Washington,
excepting the term of office of said commissioners shall be
six (6) years, and excepting the said election for port
commissioners shall be held at the same time and places as
the general election in each even numbered year. All elec-
tive commissioners contemplated by this amendatory act
shall qualify on the same day as county officers qualify.

In the case of any port district already formed, which
is a port district of the first class, as herein defined, and
having three commissioners under existing law, the said
commissioners so elected shall be the three elective com-
missioners contemplated by this amendatory act: Provided,
That the said commissioners shall serve and hold office
until their successors are elected and have qualified: And
provided further, That the commissioners whose terms ex-
pire on the second Monday of January, 1916, and the
second Monday of January, 1917, respectively shall be
elected at the general election held in 1916, the one re-
ceiving the highest number of votes to serve for a term of
six (6) years, and the one receiving the next highest to
serve four (4) years. Vacancies in the office of any elec-
tive port commissioner shall be filled until the next general
election, by appointment by a majority vote of the remain-
ing port comnissioners composing the board.

Sec. 8. That said act referred to in section 1 of this
amendatory act, being chapter 92 of the Laws of 1911, be
further amended by adding a new section to be designated
as section 17, as follows:

Section 17. The total bonded indebtedness of any port
district of the first class shall not exceed two and one-
fourth per centum (214 %) of the assessed valuation of
the taxable property in said district, but in no event shall
the said total bonded indebtedness ever exceed the sum of
five million, seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($5,-
750,000.00) ; and whenever said limit shall have been
reached, no other or further bond or bonds shall be issued,
sold, delivered or hypothecated, whether or not the same
may have been authorized by any law herctofore enacted
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and notwithstanding that the steps and proceedings relat-
ing to the authorization thereof may have been completed
in accordance with the requirements of such law: Provided,
That all existing lawful obligations of any port district,
whether consisting of bonds or other forms of indebtedness,
are hereby recognized as such, notwithstanding the fact
that they may, either by themselves or in connection with
other obligations, exceed the limit herein fixed, and the
same shall continue to be valid obligations of such port dis-
trict. The board of port commissioners shall continue to
have and to exercise all of the powers and duties conferred
or imposed upon said board by this amendatory act, or
conferred or imposed upon the port commission by the act
of which this act is amendatory, so far as necessary to pay,
refund or renew any existing obligation and to carry out
and perform any existing contract, so as to fully protect
the rights of all persons holding any obligation or having
any contract created by such port district, though it be
found to exceed the limit hereby established.

Sec. 4. That said act referred to in section 1 of this
amendatory act, being chapter 92 of the Laws of 1911,
be further amended by adding a new section to be desig-
nated as section 18, as follows:

Section 18. The members of the board of port com-
missioners of each port district of the first class shall
serve as such ex-officio without extra compensation. Such
board shall adopt an official seal and shall organize by the
election of one of its members as president. The county
auditor shall be ez-officio secretary and auditor of the
board of port commissioners without extra compensation.
The county engineer shall be ex-officio engineer of such
port district, and shall have charge and supervision over
the engineering department of such port district without
extra compensation: Provided, That such engineer shall
at all times be subject to the authority and control of the
board of port commissioners: A4nd provided further,
That all engineering expenses incurred in behalf of the
port district shall be the obligations of such port district
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and be paid from its funds, the same as other expenses
thereof. The prosecuting attorney of the county shall be
ex-officio the attorney for such port district without extra
compensation: Provided, That all legal expenses incurred
in behalf of the port district shall be the obligations of the
port district and be paid from its fund, same as other ex-
penses thereof. Five members of the board of port com-
missioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business, and the affirmative vote of any four members
duly assembled in meeting shall be required and shall be
sufficient for the passage of any resolution. All proceed-
ings of the board of port commissioners shall be by resolu-
tion, recorded in a book or books kept for such purpose,
which shall constitute public records.

Sec. 5. That said act, being chapter 92 of the Laws
of 1911, referred to in section 1 of this amendatory act,
be further amended by adding a new section to be desig-
nated as section 19, as follows:

Section 19. The board of port commissioners of any
port district of the first class shall apply to the board of
county commissioners for space in the county court house
for the executive offices of the board of port commissioners,
and it shall be the duty of the county commissioners to pro-
vide such space if practicable, and the expense thereof is
hereby declared to be for a county purpose. Only in case
of inability to procure such space in the court house or in
some of the buildings owned by the port district shall
private office be rented by the board of port commissioners,
in which event the expense of such rental shall be paid
from the funds of the port district.

Sec. 6. That said act, being chapter 92 of the Laws
of 1911, referred to in section 1 of this amendatory act,
be further amended by adding a new scction to be desig-
nated as section 20, as follows:

Section 20. Each board of port commissioners shall
provide such sinking fund or sinking funds as shall be neces-
sary to give effect to the provisions of this act. All moneys
received in excess of fixed charges, interest on bonded in-
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debtedness, operating expenses, sums, if necessary, to com-
plete any unfinished work or facility, or to carry out any
unfinished contract, or to protect the rights of any person
or corporation acquiring such rights from such port dis-
trict, or the port commission, or board of port commis-
sioners thereof, and all renewals and repairs, shall be placed
in the proper sinking fund for the purpose of retiring out-
standing bonds at maturity.

Sec. 7. That said act, being chapter 92 of the Laws
of 1911, referred to in section 1 of this amendatory act, be
further amended by adding a new section to be desig-
nated as section 21, as follows:

Section 21. Any and every board of port commissioners
is hereby vested with full power and authority to do any
and all things necessary to preserve any of the property,
title to which has been vested in such port district, to main-
tain the same in good and safe operating condition and to
operate any facility and otherwise to exercise the powers
and perform the duties which in other port districts are
exercised and performed by port commissions except as
otherwise provided in this amendatory act.

Sec. 8. That said act, being chapter 92 of the Laws
of 1911, referred to in section 1 of this amendatory act,
be further amended by adding a new section to be desig-
* nated as section 22, as follows:

Section 22. Any and every board of port commis-
sioners is hereby authorized and empowered to sell and
convey any property in any way acquired or owned by
such port district whenever the board of port commissioners
shall have by resolution declared it advisable that such
property be sold: Provided, That before any such sale
shall be made of any real property, or interest, or right
therein, or any building, wharf or structure, the property
to be sold, whether it be any part or all of the property
acquired by such port district, shall have been app‘raised
by three competent appraisers of whom the county assessor
shall be one, and the other two shall have been appointed
by resolution of the board of port commissioners: And
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provided further, That a majority of the electors of the
port district voting on the question of such sale or dis-
position at a general or special election shall have assented
thereto: And provided further, That the appraised value
of such property, as fixed by the appraisal aforesaid, shall
be stated on the ballot, and no sale shall be made at less
than such appraised value: And provided further, That
any and all sales to be made under the provisions of this
act shall be had at public auction at the front door of the
court house of the county which is co-extensive with the
limits of such port district, of which sale notice shall have
been published in the official newspaper of such county
once a week for four successive weeks immediately prior to
such sale. No sale shall be made based on any appraisec-
ment made within six months from the time of a previous
appraisement unless such new appraisement be equal to or
in excess of such previous appraisement. The board of
port commissioners is hereby vested with full power and
authority to lease any property or any part thereof,
acquired by any such port district, to any person or cor-
poration upon such terms and for such time as in the judg-
ment of the board shall be deemed for the best interests
of the port district: Provided, That all existing rights
of persons or corporations acquiring the same from any
such port district or the port commission thereof shall be
fully protected: And provided further, That any lease
for a longer term than five years shall have first been ap-
proved by a majority of the electors of the port district
voting at a general or special election, after notice pub-
lished as prescribed by this section. The board of port
commissioners is also hereby vested with full power and
authority, if deemed necessary or expedient by such board,
to operate any and all property or facilities in any way
acquired or owned by any such port district.

SEc. 9. That said act, being chapter 92 of the Laws of
1911, referred to in section 1 of this amendatory act, be
further amended by adding a new section to be designated
as section 23, as follows:
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Section 23. If any part of this act shall be adjudged [artal
to be invalid such adjudication of invalidity shall not affect
the validity of this act as a whole, or any part thereof.

Sec. 10. This act shall take effect and be in force on the Date of

taking effect.
1st day of July, 1915.
Passed the Senate March 2, 1915.
Passed the House March 4, 1915.
.Approved by the Governor March 8, 1915.

CHAPTER 47.
[S. B. 157.]

COMPENSATION OF NATIONAL GUARD.

AN Acrt relating to the compensation of members of the National
Guard and amending section 7224 Remington & Ballinger's
Annotated Codes and Statutes of Washington.

Beit enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. That section 7224 of Remington & Bal- Amends
linger’s Annotated Codes and Statutes of Washington be §7224.
amended to read as follows:

Section 7224. Commissioned officers while on duty re- commis.
‘quiring pay shall reccive the same pay and allowance as o,
commissioned officers of the United States of the same
grade and term of service: Provided, That for travel
only actual necessary expenses shall be allowed.

For the purpose of pay and allowance as an officer of Bioct of e,
the National Guard, service with the First Washington
Volunteer Infantry, as an officer or enlisted man until
muster out of that organization shall be considered equiva-
lent to three years’ service in the National Guard of Wash-
ington. For the purpose of pay and allowance of an offi-
cer in the National Guard, service as an enlisted man in
the National Guard of Washington shall be considered
equivalent to service as an officer, provided that said service
as an enlisted man and officer be continuous.



