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CHAPTER 146.
[H. B. 192.]
DIKING DISTRICTS.
AN ACT relating to diking districts, and amending sections 1946-1,
1946-2, 1946-3, 1946-6 and 1946-21 Pierce's Code.

organization
of, author-

ized.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:
SECTION 1. That section 1946-1 Pierce's Code be
mended to read as follows:
Section 1946-1. Any portion of a county requiring diking may be organized into a diking district,
and when so organized, such district, and the board
of commissioners hereinafter provided for, shall
have and possess the power herein conferred or that
may hereafter be conferred by law upon such district
and board of commissioners, and said district shall
be known and designated as diking district No......
(here insert number) of the county of ...... (here
insert the name of county) of the State of Washington, and shall have the right to sue and be sued by
and in the name of its board of commissioners hereinafter provided for, and shall have perpetual succession, and shall adopt and use a seal. The
commissioners hereinafter provided for, and their
successors in office, shall, from the time of the organization of such diking district, have the power,
and it shall be their duty, to manage and conduct
the business and affairs of the district; make and
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execute all necessary contracts, employ and appoint
such agents, officers and employees as may be required, and prescribe their duties, and perform such
other acts as hereinafter provided, or that may hereafter be provided by law.
SEc. 2. That section 1946-2 Pierce's Code be
amended to read as follows:
Section 1946-2. For the purpose of the forma- How
tion of such diking districts a petition shall be presented to the board of county commissioners of the
county in which said proposed diking district is
located, which petition shall set forth the object for
the creation of said district; shall designate the
boundaries thereof and set forth therein the number
of acres of land to be benefited by the proposed diking system, and shall also contain the names of all
the record owners of land within said proposed
district, (so far as known), and shall contain a brief
description of the proposed system of diking, the
route over which the same is to be constiucted,
together with the proposed spurs or branches, if any
there may be, and the termini thereof, and set forth
the further fact that the establishment of said district and the proposed system of diking will be conducive to the public health, convenience and welfare,
and increase the public revenue, and that the establishment of said district and said system of diking
will be of special benefit to the property included
therein. Said petition shall be signed by such a
number as own at least a majority of the acreage in
the proposed district, and shall pray that the same
be organized under the provisions of this chapter.
Said petitioners shall, at the time of the filing of
said petition, file a bond with said commissioners,
running to the State of Washington, in the penal
sum of five hundred dollars, with two or more
sureties, to be approved by the board of county com-
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missioners, conditioned that they will pay all costs
in case said district, for any reason, shall not be
established.
SEC. 3.
That section 1946-3 Pierce's Code be
amended to read as follows:
Section 1946-3. Said petition shall be presented
at a regular or special meeting of the board of
county commissioners of said county, and shall be
published for at least two weeks in two successive
issues of some weekly newspaper printed and published in said county, and in case no such newspaper
be printed or published in such county, then in some
such newspaper of general circulation therein, before the time at which the same is to be presented,
together with a notice stating the time of the meeting
at which the same shall be presented. When such
petition is presented for hearing, the board of county
commissioners shall hear the same, or may adjourn
said hearing from time to time, not exceeding one
month in all; and any person or corporation may
appear before said board of county commissioners
and make objections to the establishment of said
district, or the proposed boundary lines thereof, and
upon a final hearing said board of county commissioners shall make such changes in the proposed
boundaries as they deem to be proper, and shall
establish and define such boundaries, and shall ascertain and determine the number of acres of land
that will be benefited by said proposed system of
dikes, and shall find whether the proposed diking
system will be conducive to the public health, welfare and convenience, increase the public revenue,
and be of special benefit to the majority of the land
included within the said boundaries of said proposed
district so established by said board of county commissioners: Provided, That -no changes shall be
made by said board of county commissioners in said

Ch. 146.]

SESSION LAWS, 1921.

boundary lines to include any territory outside of
the boundaries described in said petition: Provided
further, That any person or persons owning land
within the proposed boundaries and who did not
sign said petition, or any person, persons, or corporations owning land not included within the proposed boundaries, may file a petition with the board
of county commissioners asking that the proposed
boundaries be extended to include other lands described therein; setting forth in said petition the
reason therefor; but no person, persons, or corporations not owning lands included within the boundaries, as originally petitioned for, shall have the
right to file such petition unless they ask therein
to have their own lands included within the proposed
boundaries: Provided, Any corporation owning
land included within the boundaries described in the
original petition, may also petition the board of
county commissioners for an extension of the proposed boundaries: Provided further, That the
boundaries of any diking district heretofore or
hereafter established may be extended by the board
of county commissioners to include other lands in
said county, upon petition signed by the owners of
a majority of the acreage of said land within the
proposed extension; which said petition for extension shall set forth and contain, with reference to
the extension, such matters and things and data so
far as applicable, as is provided for in the petition
iequired for presentation to the board of county
commissioners for the purpose of the formation of
the original diking district: Provided further, That
all necessary expense incident to making such extension, together with a proportionate share of the
first cost of any system of dikes existing in the original diking district at the time of making such extension, shall be levied against and apportioned to the
land included in such extension, as in this act pro-
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vided. In such case, the board of county commissioners shall give like notice as provided
for in this section of the hearing of the original
petition, and the final hearing thereof may, in such
case, be continued from time to time, for a period of
not exceeding sixty days; and if, upon final hearing,
the board of county commissioners deem it advisable
and to the best interests of all concerned, they may
grant the prayer of said petitioners in whole or in
part, and said board of county commissioners of
such county shall enter an order on the records of
their office setting forth all facts found by them upon
the final hearing of said petition, and which may be
adduced by them from the evidence heard upon the
final hearing thereof.
SEC. 4.
That section 1946-6 Pierce's Code be
amended to read as follows:
Section 1946-6. A general election for the election
of a board of dike commissioners for such disinoaborofdkcomsinrfosuhitrict shall be held upon the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in March, 1916, and annually thereafter. The term of office of commissioners shall be
for three years and until their successors are elected
and qualified, but of the commissioners elected at the
first election held under the provisions of this act
the commissioner receiving the highest number of
votes shall hold office for three years. The commissioner receiving the second highest number of votes
shall hold office for two years, and the commissioner
receiving the third highest number of votes shall
hold office for one year. The term of office shall
begin on the first Monday of the following April,
and such election shall be held in accordance with
the general election laws of the State of Washington for the election of county and state officers, and
the expenses thereof shall be defrayed by said district, and the judges, clerks and inspectors of said
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election shall each receive as compensation for the
services rendered at such election the sum of two
dollars per day: Provided, That at least thirty Notice.
days' notice immediately preceding any such general
election shall be given thereof by the board of commissioners of such diking district, by posting the
same in four public places within said district. Said
notice shall contain the names of two electors of the
county owning land in the district as judges of said
election and the name of one elector of the county
owning land in the district as inspector thereof, the
same to be chosen by said board of commissioners.
Said board of commissioners shall be a canvassing
board to canvass the votes of each election, and they
shall meet the day following such election and canvass said votes and declare the result thereof and
issue certificates of election.
SEc. 5. That section 1946-21 Pierce's Code be
amended to read as follows:
and
Section 1946-21. Said board of dike commis- Powers
duties of
sioners hereinbefore provided for shall have the commissionexclusive charge of the construction and maintenance of all dikes or dike systems which may be
constructed within the said district, and shall be the
executive officers thereof, with full power to bind
said district by their acts in the performance of
their duties, as provided by law. In case of vacancy
or vacancies occurring in said board by the death,
failure to elect, failure to qualify, resignation or
removal of one or more of the members thereof from
said district, such vacancy or vacancies shall be filled
at once from the freeholders and qualified electors
of the county owning land in the district by the
judge of the superior court of said county, and said
appointee shall serve the unexpired term, or until
the next general election or until a successor is
elected and qualified: Provided, That in counties
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where there may be more than one superior judge,
the judge eldest in age shall make such appointment.
Passed the House February 26, 1921.
Passed the Senate March 8, 1921.
Approved by the Governor March 19, 1921.

CHAPTER 147.
[H. B. 199.]
SCHOOL CODE AMENDMENTS.
AN ACT relating to school district bonds, and amending sections
5110 and 5116 Pierce's Code.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:
That section 5110 of Pierce's Code
(Laws 1919 Chapter 9) be amended to read as
follows:
Section 5110. The board of directors of any
school district provided for in this act, or hereafter
created in this state may borrow money and issue
negotiable coupon bonds therefor to any amount not
to exceed five (5) per cent of the taxable property
in such district, as shown by the last assessment
roll for county and state purposes previous to the
incurring of such indebtedness; except that in incorporated cities the assessment shall be taken from
the last assessment for city purposes, for the purpose of funding outstanding indebtedness, or bonds
heretofore issued, or issued under the provisions of
this act, or for the purchase of a school house site
or sites for buildings or playgrounds authorized by
law, erecting one or more school houses, an administration building and all other buildings authorized
by law and providing the same with all necessary
furniture, apparatus or equipment, or for any or all
SECTION

Bond issues.

1.

