SESSION LAWS, 1959

CHAPTER 58.
[S.B.69.]
JUVENILE COURTS—TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS.

AN Acrt relating to juvenile court procedures; and amending
section 12, chapter 160, Laws of 1913, as amended by sec-
tion 1, chapter 132, Laws of 1945 and RCW 13.04.120.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

SeEcTION 1. Section 12, chapter 160, Laws of 1913,
as amended by section 1, chapter 132, Laws of 1945,
and RCW 13.04.120 are each amended to read as
follows:

When, in any county where a juvenile court is
held, a child under the age of eighteen years is taken
into custody by a parole, peace, police or probation
officer, such child shall be taken directly before such
court, or placed in the detention home or place under
the jurisdiction of such court, or into the custody of
the court probation officer: Provided, That if the
parent, guardian, custodian or a responsible relative
of the child furnishes the officer a signed statement
agreeing to produce the child at the next juvenile
court session, the child may be released to the signer
of the statement. Any such signer who fails, with-
out just cause shown to the court, to produce such
child as agreed, shall be guilty of contempt of court
and may be punished accordingly.

The court may proceed to hear and dispose of the
case in the same manner as if the child had been
brought before the court upon petition as herein-
before provided. In any such case, the court shall
require notice to be given and investigation to be
made as in other cases under this chapter, and may
adjourn the hearing from time to time for such pur-
pose. Pending final disposition of the case the court
may make such disposition of the custody of the
child as it shall deem for the best welfare of the
child. If, upon investigation, it shall appear that a
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child has been arrested upon the charge of having
committed a crime, the court, in its discretion, may
order such child to be turned over to the proper
officers for trial under the provisions of the criminal
code. _

Nothing in this section shall be construed as for-
bidding any peace officer, police officer or probation
officer from immediately taking into custody, with-
out process, any child who is found violating any
law or ordinance, or who is reasonably believed to
be a fugitive from his parents or from justice, or
whose surroundings are such as to endanger his
health, morals or welfare, unless immediate action

. is taken. In every such case, the officer taking the

child into custody shall immediately report the fact
to the juvenile court and the case shall then be pro-
ceeded with as provided in this chapter: Provided,
That whenever a child is arrested for a violation of
any law, including municipal ordinances, regulating
the operation of vehicles on the public highways, a
copy of the traffic citation and a record of the action
taken by the juvenile court shall be forwarded by
the court to the director of licenses in the same man-
ner as provided in RCW 46.20.280.
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