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CHAPTER 39.
[ House Bill No. 298.]1

WATER DISTRICTS-LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
-UTILITY LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS.

AN ACT relating to water districts; providing that a notice of
adoption of certain resolutions relating to local improve-
ment districts and utility local improvement districts shall
be published rather than the full text of the resolution;
amending section 11, chapter 18, Laws of 1959 and RCW
57.16.060; and amending section 13, chapter 114, Laws of
1929 and RCW 57.16.090.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

SECTION 1. Section 11, chapter 18, Laws of 1959 RCW 57.16.060

and RCW 57,16.060 are each amended to read as aedd

-follows:
Local improvement districts or utility local im-

provement districts to carry out the whole or any
portion of the comprehensive plan of improvements
or plan providing for additions and betterments to
the original plan previously adopted may be initi-
ated either by resolution of the board of water com-
missioners- or by petition signed by the' owners
according to the records of the office of the county
auditor of at least fifty-one percent of the area of
the land within the limits of the local improvement
district to be created.

In case the board of water commissioners shall
desire to initiate the formation of a local improve-
ment district or a utility local improvement district
by resolution, it shall first pass a resolution declar-
ing its intention to order such improvement, setting
forth the nature and territorial extent of such pro-
posed improvement, designating the number of the
proposed local improvement district or utility local
improvement district, and describing the boundaries
thereof, stating the estimated cost and expense of
the improvement -and the proportionate amount

['1771 ]

Water district
W.I..
Resolution or
petition for
district-
Procedure-
Notice-
Mprovement
Divestment of
power to order.

[Cn. 39.



Cii.39.]LAWS, EXTRAORDINARY SESSION, 1965.

Water district

Resolution or
Petition for
district_
Procedure-
Notice-
Improvement
ordered-
Divestment of
power to order.

thereof which will be borne by the property within
the proposed district, and fixing a date, time and
place for a public hearing on the formation of the
proposed local district.

In case any such local improvement district or
utility local improvement district shall be initiated
by petition, such petition shall set forth the nature
and territorial extent of the proposed improvement
requested to be ordered and the fact that the signers
thereof are the owners according to the records of
the county auditor of at least fifty-one percent of
the area of land within the limits of the local im-
provement district or utility local improvement dis-
trict to be created. Upon the filing of such petition
the board shall determine whether the same shall
be sufficient, and the board's determination thereof
shall be conclusive upon all persons. No person shall
withdraw his name from the petition after the same
has been filed with the board of water commission-
ers. If the board shall find the petition to be suf-
ficient, it shall proceed to adopt a resolution declaring
its intention to order the improvement petitioned
for, setting forth the nature and territorial extent
of said improvement, designating the number of the
proposed local district and describing the boundaries
thereof, stating the estimated cost and expense of
the improvement and the proportionate amount
thereof which will be borne by the property within
the proposed local district, and fixing a date, time
and place for a public hearing on the formation of
the proposed local district.

Notice of the adoption of the resolution of inten-
tion, whether the resolution was adopted on the
initiative of the board or pursuant to a petition of
the property owners, shall be published in at least
two consecutive issues of a newspaper of general
circulation in the proposed local district, the date
of the first publication to be at least fifteen. days prior
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to the date fixed by such resolution for hearing be-
fore the board of water commissioners. Notice of
the adoption of the resolution of intention shall also
be given each owner or reputed owner of any lot,
tract, parcel of land or other property within the
proposed improvement district by mailing said no-
tice at least fifteen days before the date fixed for
the public hearing to the owner or reputed owner
of the property as shown on the tax rolls of the
county treasurer at the address shown thereon. The
notices shall refer to the resolution of intention and
designate the proposed improvement district by
number. Said notices shall also set forth the nature
of the proposed improvement, the total estimated
cost, the proportion of total cost to be borne by
assessments, the date, time and place of the hear-
:ing before the board of water commissioners; and
in. the case. of improvements initiated by resolu-
tion, said notice shall also state that all persons de-
siring to object to the formation of the proposed
district must file their written protests with the
secretary of the board of water commissioners before
the time fixed for said public hearing. In the case
of the notice given each owner or reputed owner
by mail, the notice shall set forth the estimated
amount of the cost and expense of such improve-
ment to be borne by the particular lot, tract, parcel
of land or other property.

Whether the improvement is initiated by peti-
tion or resolution, the board shall conduct a public
hearing at the time and place designated in the
notice to property owners. At this hearing the board
shall hear objections from any person affected by
the formation of the local district and may make
such changes in the boundaries of the district or
such modifications in the plans for the proposed im-
provement as shall be deemed necessary: Provided,
That the board may not change the boundaries of
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RCW 57.16.090 SEC. 2. Section 13, chapter 114, Laws of 1929 and
amended. RCW 57.16.090 are each amended to read as follows:

Review. The decision of the water district commission
upon any objections made within the time and in
the manner herein prescribed, may be reviewed by

[ 1774]1

the district to include property not previously in-
cluded therein without first passing a new resolu-
tion of intention and giving a new notice to property
owners in the manner and form and within the time
herein provided for the original notice.

After said hearing the commissioners shall have
jurisdiction to overrule protests and proceed with
any such improvement initiated by petition or
resolution: Provided, That the jurisdiction of the
commissioners to proceed with any improvement
initiated by resolution shall be divested by protests
filed with the secretary of the board prior to said
public hearing signed by the owners, according to
the records of the county auditor, of at least forty
percent of the area of land within the proposed local
district.

If the commissioners find that the district should
be formed. they shall by resolution order the im-
provement, provide the general funds of the water
district to be applied thereto, adopt detailed plans
of the local improvement district or utility local im-
provement district and declare the estimated cost
thereof, acquire all necessary land therefor, pay all
damages caused thereby, and commence in the name
of the water district such eminent domain proceed-
ings as may be necessary to entitle the district to
proceed with the work. The board shall thereupon
proceed with the work and file with the county
treasurer its roll levying special assessments in the
amount to be paid by special assessment against
the property situated within the improvement dis-
trict in proportion to the special benefits to be de-
rived by the property therein from the improvement.

CH. 39.]



LAWS, EXTRAORDINARY SESSION, 1965.[C.39

the superior court upon an appeal thereto taken in
the following manner. Such appeal shall be made
by filing written notice of appeal with the secretary
of said water district commission and with the clerk
of the superior court in the county in which such
water district is situated within ten days after pub-
lication of a notice that the resolution confirming
such assessment roll has been adopted, and such no-
tice of appeal shall describe the property and set
forth the objections of such appellant to such assess-
ment; and within ten days from the filing of such
notice of appeal with the clerk of the superior court,
the appellant shall file with the clerk of said court,
a transcript consisting of the assessment roll and
his objections thereto, together with the resolution
confirming such -assessment roll and the record of
the water district commission with reference to said
assessment, which transcript, upon payment of the
necessary fees therefor, shall be furnished by such
secretary of said water district commission and by
him certified to contain full, true and correct copies
of all matters and proceedings required to be in-
cluded in such transcript. Such fees shall be the
same as the fees payable to the county clerk for the
preparation and certification of transcripts on ap-
peal to the supreme court in civil actions. At the
time of the filing of the notice of appeal with the
clerk of the superior court a sufficient bond in the
penal sum of two hundred dollars, with at least
two sureties, to be approved by the judge of said
court, conditioned to prosecute such appeal with-
out delay, and if unsuccessful, to pay all costs to
which the water district is put by reason of such
appeal. The court may order the appellant upon
application therefor, to execute and file such addi-
tional bond or bonds as the necessity of the case
may require. Within three days after such transcript
is filed in the superior court, as aforesaid, the appel-
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Water cistrict lant shall give written notice to the secretary of
Review. such water district, that such transcript is filed. Said

notice shall state a time (not less than three days
from the service thereof) when the appellant will
call up the said cause for hearing; and the superior
court shall, at said time or at such further time as
may be fixed by order of the court, hear and deter-
mine such appeal without a jury; and such cause
shall have preference over all civil causes pending
in said court, except proceedings under an act relat-
ing to eminent domain in such water district and
actions of forcible entry and detainer. The judgment
of the court shall confirm, correct, modify or annul
the assessment insofar as the same affects the prop-
erty of the appellant. A certified copy of the deci-
sion of the court shall be filed with the officer who
shall have custody of the assessment roll, and he
shall modify and correct such assessment roll in ac-
cordance with such decision. An appeal shall lie to
the supreme court from the judgment of the supe-
rior court, as in other cases: Provided, however, That
such appeal must be taken within fifteen days after
the date of the entry of the judgment of such su-
perior court; and the record and opening brief of
the appellant in said cause shall be filed in the su-
preme court within sixty days after the appeal shall
have been taken by notice as provided in this act.
The time for filing such record and serving and fil-
ing of briefs in this section prescribed may be ex-
tended by order of the superior court, or by stipula-
tion of the parties concerned. And the supreme
court on such appeal may correct, change, modify,
confirm or annul the assessment insofar as the same
affects the property of the appellant. A certified
copy of the order of the supreme court upon such
appeal shall be filed with the officer having custody
of such assessment roll, who shall thereupon modify
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and correct such assessment roll in accordance with
such decision.

Passed the House March 20, 1965.

Passed the Senate March 24, 1965.

Approved by the Governor April 2, 1965.

CHAPTER 40.
[ House Bill No. 299.]1

SEWER DISTRICTS-LOCAL IMIPROvEM:ENT DISTRICTS
-UTILITY LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS.

AN ACT relating to sewer districts; providing that a notice of
adoption of certain resolutions relating to local improve-
ment districts and utility local improvement districts shall
be published rather than the full text of the resolution;
amending section 27, chapter 210, Laws of 1941 as amended
by section 17, chapter 250, Laws of 1953 and RCW 56.20-
.020; and amending section 32, chapter 210, Laws of 1941
and RCW 56.20.080.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

SECTION 1. Section 27, chapter 210, Laws of 1941 RCW 56.20.020
amended.as amended by section 17, chapter 250, Laws of 1953,

and RCW 56.20.020 are each amended to read as
follows:

Utility local improvement districts to carry out
all or any portion of the comprehensive plan, or
additions and betterments thereof, adopted for the
sewer district may be initiated either by resolution
of the board of sewer commissioners or by petition
signed by the owners according to the records of
the office of the county auditor of at least fifty-one
percent of the area of the land within the limits of
the utility local improvement district to be created.

In case the board of sewer commissioners shall
desire to initiate the formation of a utility local im-
provement district by resolution, it shall first pass
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