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Sec. 2. From any amounts which may be appro-
priated for the operation of community colleges in
the general appropriations act of the state, the state
board for community college education is hereby
authorized to spend up to $50,000 for the purpose of
preparing the necessary preliminary planning and
organization essential to the commencement of oper-
ations of each of the proposed community colleges
described in section 1 of this act.

Passed the House March 2,1967.
Passed the Senate March 8, 1967.
Approved by the Governor March 21, 1967.

CHAPTER 184.
[House Bill No. 866.]

DIKING, DRAINAGE, AND SEWERAGE IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICTS.

AN ACT relating to diking, drainage, and sewerage
improvement districts; prescribing a method to pay for
maintenance costs of such districts; defining terms;
providing for an assessment roll and levies; prescribing
powers, duties and functions of the board of improvement
districts and the boards of county commissioners in
relation thereto; prescribing a method of review; adding a
new chapter to Title 85 RCW; authorizing the imposition
of assessments upon Indian lands where such Indian lands
overlap and are benefited by diking and drainage districts;
adding new sections to chapter 85.05 RCW; and declaring
an emergency.

.Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

Section 1. There is added to Title 85 RCW a new
chapter to read as set forth in sections 2 through 20
of this act.

Sec. 2. The maintenance, enlargement and exten-
sion of diking, drainage and sewerage improvement
districts formed under chapter 85.08 RCW is essen-
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tial to the public welfare and economy of the state. liing, drain-

The influx of population and changes in land use diicts-m
sincewereMaintenancesnemany such districts weeformed, has made and expansion

obsolete, expensive and unjust the method used of purpose.

under existing law to provide funds for the opera-
tion of such districts and for the maintenance and
expansion of their systems of improvement.

Sec. 3. As used in this chapter: Definitions.

"District" means a diking, drainage or sewerage
improvement district organized under chapter 85.08
RCW.

"Maintenance" means and includes not merely
operating expenses and such upkeep and other work
commonly classed as maintenance as shall be neces-
sary to restore and preserve the district's systems of
improvement and the machinery and equipment op-
erated in connection therewith in the same or as
good condition as when originally constructed and
installed, but also the making of such changes in
and betterments to the original works, improve-
ments and installations as shall, subject to approval
of the board of county commissioners, be by the
board deemed necessary to put the systems of im-
provements into such condition as will provide pro-
tection and services as contemplated and intended
by the original construction and any enlargement
and extensions thereof thereafter made.

Sec. 4. To operate under this chapter, the board Diking, drain-
age, sewerage

of commissioners of the improvement district shall improvement

cause to be prepared and filed with the board of Property roll
-Basis and

county commissioners a property roll. The roll shall reuiites-

contain: (1) A description of all properties bene- edness.

fited and improvements thereon which receive
protection and service from the systems of the dis-
trict with the name of the owner or the reputed
owner thereof and his address as shown on the tax
rolls of the assessor or treasurer of the county
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wherein the property is located, and (2) the deter-
mined value of such land and improvements thereon
as last assessed and equalized by the assessor of such
county or counties. Such assessed and equalized val-
ues shall be deemed prima facie to be just, fair and
correct valuations against which annual millage
shall be levied for the operation of the district and
the maintenance and expansion of its facilities.

If property outside of the limits of the original
district are upon the roll as adopted ultimately, and
the original district has outstanding bonds or long-
term warrants, the board of county commissioners
shall set up separate millage levies for the full re-
tirement thereof.

Sec. 5. When a property roll is filed with the
board of county commissioners, the board shall hold
a public hearing to determine whether the facts and
conditions heretofore recited in this chapter as a
prerequisite to its application do or do not exist,
and shall give notice of hearing as follows:

The notice shall be published at least three times
in consecutive issues in a weekly newspaper, or once
a week for three consecutive weeks in a daily news-
paper, published in or near said district, and if there
is more than one such paper, then in some paper
chosen by the board of county commissioners having
general circulation in the area involved. The last
publication shall be more than fifteen days prior to
date of hearing.

Sec. 6. Any person, owner or reputed owner hav-
ing any interest in any property against which the
board of county commissioners seeks to make a pro-
tection and service charge under this chapter, may
object thereto. All such objections must be in writ-
ing and filed with the board of county commission-
ers before the hearing is commenced upon the roll
containing such properties and must state clearly
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the grounds of such objection. Objections not made
within this time and in this manner shall be deemed
conclusively to have been waived.

Sec. 7. The board of county commissioners may Reexarnina-

at any time reexamine the properties on any roll, me.nt-P'eri-

and upon receipt of a petition from the board of of valuations.

supervisors of the district or the written request of
a property owner shall do so. If it is found that the
condition of such property or properties has
changed so that such property should be eliminated
from any rolls on file, or the valuation against which
millage is levied should be lowered, it shall so deter-
mine and enter an order adjusting the valuation as
to such properties and shall certify and file a copy
thereof with the treasurer of the county wherein the
property is situated, and the treasurer shall alter
and change the existing rolls accordingly. Valua-
tions may be revised periodically to reflect changes
in real property valuations by the county assessor.

Sec. 8. The roll approved and certified to the -Roll con-

county officers by the board of county commission- valuatio-

ers as in this chapter provided shall constitute the adjustment.

valuations of land, buildings and improvements fur-
nished protection and services by the systems of the
district against which valuation millage shall be lev-
ied and collected annually in the same manner as
general taxes for the continuing operations of the
district and its systems. The valuations on said roll
shall be subject to adjustment from time to time in
the manner provided in section 7 of this chapter.

The board of county commissioners shall hold a
hearing on such adjustments at the county seat at
the time of equalization of real property assessments
for the purpose of considering written objections to
any revision of valuations filed at least ten days
prior to the hearing and shall give published notice
only of such hearing as provided in section 5 of this
chapter.
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Sec. 9. Wherever any roll shall have been adopted
by the board of county commissioners, the regu-
larity, validity and correctness of the proceedings
relating thereto shall be conclusive upon all parties,
and it cannot in any manner be contested or ques-
tioned in any proceeding whatsoever by any person
not filing written objections to the roll as provided
in section 6 of this chapter and appealing from the
action of said board in confirming the roll in the
manner and within the time in this chapter pro-
vided. No proceeding of any kind, except proceed-
ings had throughout the process of appeal as in this
chapter provided, shall be commenced or prosecuted
or may be maintained, for the purpose of defeating
or contesting any assessment or charge made
through levies under this chapter, or the sale of any
property to pay such charges: Provided, That suit in
injunction may be brought to prevent collection of
charges of assessments or sale of property thereun-
der upon the following grounds and no other:

(1) That the property charged or about to be
sold does not appear upon the district roll, or

(2) The charge has been paid.

Sec. 10. The decision of the board of county com-
missioners upon any objection made within the time
and in the manner prescribed may be reviewed by
the superior court of the county wherein the property
in question is located, upon appeal thereto taken in
the following manner: Any person aggrieved must
file his petition f or writ of review with the clerk of
the superior court wherein the property is located
within ten days after the roll affecting such ag-
grieved party was adopted by resolution, and serve
a copy thereof upon the county treasurer. The peti-
tion shall describe the property in question, shall set
forth the written objections which were made to the
decision, and the date of filing of such objections,
and shall be signed by such party or someone in his
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behalf. The court shall forthwith grant such petition
if correct as to form and filed in accordance with
this chapter.

Sec. 11. Within ten days from the filing of such Transcrip
t-

petition for review, the county treasurer, unless the Filing.

court shall grant additional time, shall file with the
clerk of the superior court its certified transcript
containing such portion of the roll as is subject to
review, any written objections thereto filed with the
board by the person reviewing before the roll was
adopted, and a copy of the resolution adopting the
roll.

Sec. 12. The county clerk shall charge the same Appeal-

filing fees for petitions for review as in civil actions. BondT o

At the time of the filing of such a petition with the cause.

clerk, the appellant shall execute and file a bond in
the penal sum of two hundred dollars, with at least
two sureties, to be approved by the judge of the
court, conditioned upon his prosecuting his appeal
without delay and to guarantee all costs which may
be assessed against him by reason of such review.
The court shall, on motion of either party to the
cause, with notice to the other party, set the cause
for trial at the earliest time available to the court,
fixing a date for hearing and trial without a jury.
The cause shall have preference over all civil ac-
tions pending in the court except eminent domain
and forcible entry and detainer proceedings.

Sec. 13. At the trial the court shall determine Appeal-

whether the board of county commissioners has Judogment.

acted within its discretion and has correctly
construed and applied the law. If it finds that it has,
the finding of the board shall be affirmed; otherwise
it shall be reversed or modified. The judgment of
the court may change, confirm, correct, or modify
the values of the property in question as shown
upon the roll, and a certified copy thereof shall be
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filed with the county treasurer, who shall change,
modify, or correct the roll as and if required by the
judgment.

Diking. drain- Sec. 14. An appeal shall lie to the supreme court

'mioveet from the superior court as in other civil cases: Pro-
Assessment vided, That such appeal must be taken within fifteen
to supreme days after the date of entry of the judgment of the
court.

superior court. The supreme court may change, con-
form, correct, or modify the values of the property
in question as shown upon the roll. A certified copy
of any judgment of the supreme court shall be filed
with the county treasurer having custody of such
roll, who shall thereupon change, modify, or correct
such roll in accordance with such judgment as and
if required.

Levy for Sec. 15. The millage levies collected from time to
continuous
benefits, time under this chapter are solely assessments for

benefits received continuously by the protected
properties, calculated in the manner specified in this
chapter as a just and equitable way for all protected
property to share the expense of such required pro-
tection and services.

Annual esti- Sec. 16. The board of any improvement district
mate of costs~-Levy added proceeding under this chapter shall, on or before the
taxes--jDelln- first day of September of each year, make an esti-
Divuspo.ino mate of the costs reasonably anticipated to be re-

quired for the effective functioning of the district
during the ensuing year and until further revenue
therefor can be made available, and shall cause its
chairman or secretary to file the same with the
board of county commissioners of the county con-
taining the district and other benefited area. The
board of county commissioners shall, on or before
the first Monday in October next ensuing, certify
the amount of the district's estimate, or such
amount as it shall deem advisable, to the county
treasurer. The amount so certified shall be applied
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by the regular taxing agencies against the benefit
valuation of lands, buildings and improvements as
shown by the then current complete roll of such
properties certified to and filed with such county
treasurer by the board of county commissioners.
When thus levied, the amount of assessment pro-
duced thereby shall be added by the general taxing
authorities to the general taxes against said lands
and collected therewith as a part thereof. If unpaid,
any delinquencies in such assessments shall bear
interest at the same rate and in the same manner as
general taxes and they shall be included in and be
made a part of any general tax foreclosure proceed-
ings, according to the provisions of law with relation
to such foreclosures. As assessment collections are
made, the county treasurer shall credit the same to
the funds of the district.

Sec. 17. In the case of an emergency or disaster Emergency
iexpendituresoccurring after the time of making the annual esti -Warrants.

mate of costs, declared to be such by resolution of
the board, the board of the district may incur addi-
tional obligations and issue valid warrants therefor
in excess of such estimate, in the manner provided
by law for issuance of warrants by districts and the
servicing thereof. All such warrants so issued shall
be valid and legal obligations of the district and its
taxable lands and improvements as shown upon the
then current roll of the district filed with the county
treasurer.

Sec. 18. Any diking, drainage, or sewerage im- Concurrent
distictopeatig uner hischateruse of other

provement dititoeaigudrtimhp e nthods of
raising reve-shall not use concurrently the processes provided nues.

for raising revenue for maintenance purposes under
any other law: Provided, That any other method of
raising such revenue provided by law may be used
concurrently for the sole purpose of extinguishing
indebtedness incurred before the district adopts the
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procedures of this chapter, and no funds raised
hereunder shall be used to pay such prior indebted-
ness.

Sec. 19. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW
85.05.020, any diking or drainage district or diking
and drainage district organized pursuant to chapter
85.05 RCW as now or hereafter amended, may
annex and assume, or such district may be organ-
ized for the purpose of assuming, and may take
over, maintain, operate and extend any diking and
drainage systems which have been heretofore
erected and operated or may be hereafter erected and
operated by the government of the United States of
America or any political subdivision or agency
thereof, whenever the congress of the United States
by permissive legislation authorizes the transfer of
maintenance and operations functions to state and
local nonfederal agencies.

Sec. 20. Any district organized pursuant to sec-
tion 1 of this 1967 act or pursuant to any other
provisions of chapter 85.05 RCW as now or hereafter
amended may include any Indian trust lands and
restricted lands whenever the congress of the
United States (1) authorizes the inclusion of such
lands in such district and (2) provides authority for
such district to assess and to tax such lands for
necessary expenses in the maintenance, operations
and capital improvements on such diking and drain-
age system.

Sec. 21. Whenever the congress of the United
States provides for the transfer of all right, title and
interest to any dikes and to the lands upon which
they are situated to any state or local nonfederal
agency, the title to such land and to the dikes shall
pass to the county wherein the dikes are situated for
the use and benefit of any district which may be
organized pursuant to section 1 of this 1967 act or
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pursuant to any other provisions of chapter 85.05
RCW as now or hereafter amended, until completion
of organization of such district. In any case in which
a district has been organized, all right, title and
interest to such lands and dikes shall vest
immediately in the diking and drainage district.

Sec. 22. For purposes of this 1967 act:
(1) The word "owner" as it appears in chapter

85.05 RCW shall include the owner of any undivided
interest in any tract of land within the district
boundaries, whether Indian trust land or restricted
land, or non-Indian land;

(2) The "acreage"' owned by any owner in any
undivided estate interest shall be computed by mul-
tiplying the owner's fractional undivided interest
against the total acreage embraced within a particu-
lar tract or lot assessed; and

(3) The names of the owners of Indian lands,
the size of Indian tracts and lots, the fractional un-
divided interest therein and the "acreage" of each
owner as determined according to the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section shall, in any proceed-
ing to organize and operate a district under the pro-
visions of section 1 of this 1967 act or pursuant to
any other provision of chapter 85.05 as now or here-
after amended, be conclusively determined by the
certificate of the superintendent of the Indian agency
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs having supervi-
sion over the Indian reservation in which such In-
dian lands may be located or by the certificate of the
area director over the Bureau of Indian Affairs area
encompassing such lands; and such certificate shall
be accepted in lieu of all other evidence in the rec-
ords of the county in which such lands are situated.

Definitions fox
1967 act.

Sec. 23. The acts and resolutions of all boards Of Ratification

county commissioners heretofore authorizing the or- o ro cs

ganization and operation of any diking and drainage
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districts, following any provisions of chapter 85.05
RCW, and the acts and resolutions of all diking and
drainage districts heretofore organized following
acts of congress permitting the taking over and op-
eration and maintenance of existing diking and
drainage systems by the state and local nonfederal
governmental agencies, are ratified and confirmed.

Codification. Sec. 24. Sections 19 through 23 of this 1967 act
are each added to chapter 85.05 RCW.

Severablity. Sec. 25. If any provision of this 1967 act, or its
application to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application
of the provision to other persons or circumstances is
not affected.

Emerncy. Sec. 26. This 1967 act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health
and safety, the support of the state government and
its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the House March 7, 1967.
Passed the Senate March 6, 1967.
Approved by the Governor March 21, 1967.
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