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CHAPTER 139
[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 142}
SEHEB DISTRICTS-~-
WATER DISTRICTS-~-
FORMATION, REORGANIZATION--=
PRIOP APPROVAL

A¥ ACT Relating to sever and water districts; adding a new section to
chapter 56.02 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 57.02 RCH;
and creating a new section.

BE IT QNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NE¥ SECTION. Section 1. There is added to 'chapter 56.02 RCW
a new section to read as follows:

-Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no sewver
district shall be formed or reotganized under chapter 56.04 RCW, nor
shall any sewer district annex territory under chapter 56.24 RCW, nor
shall any sewer district withdraw territory under chapter 56.28 RCW,
nor shall any sewer distric*t consolidate or be merged under chapter
56.32 ECW, nor shall any water district be merged into a sewer
district under chapter 56.36 RCW, unless such proposed action shall
be avpproved as provided for in section 3 of this act.

The county legislative authority shall within +thirty days
after receiving notice of the proposed action, approve such action or
hold a .hearing on such action. In addition, a copy of such proposed
action shall be mailed to the state department of ecology ard to the
state department of social and health services.

The county legislative authority shall decide within sixty
days of a hearing whether to approve or net approve such proposed
action. 1In approving or not approving the proposed action, the
county legislative authority shall consider the following criteria:

(1) #hether +the proposed action in the area under
consideration is in compliance with the development program which is
outlined in +the county comprehensive plan and its supporting
documents; and/or

{2) Whether the proposed action in the area under
consideration is in compliance with the basinwide water and/or sewage
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plan as approved bv the state department of ecology and the state
department of social and health services; and/or

(3) "hether the proposed action 1is 1in compliance with the
policies expressed im the county ﬁlan for water and/or sewage
facilities.

If the proposed action is inconsistent with subsections (1,
(2), or (3) of this section, the county legislative authority shall
not approve it. If such action 1is consistent with all such
sﬁbsections, the county legislative authority shall approve it unless
it finds that utility service in the area under consideraction will be
most appropriately served by the county itself under the provisions
of chapter 36.94 BCW, by a city, town, or municipality, or by another
existing special purpose district rather than by the proposed action
under consideration. If there has not been adopted for the area
under consideration a plan under anv omne of subsections (1), (2) or
(3) of . this section, the proposed action shall not be £found
inconsistent with such subsection.

HEW SECTTON. Sec. 2. ‘There is added to chapter 57.02 BRCW a
new saction to read as follows:

Wotwithstdnding any provision of 1a§ to the contrary, no water
district shall be formed or reovganized under chapter 57.04 RCW, nor
shall any water district annex territory under chapter 57.24 RCW, nor
shall any water district withdraw territory urder chapter 57.28 RCW,
nor shall any water district consolidate under chapter 57.32 RCW, nor
shall any water district be merged under chapter 57.36 RCW, nor shall
any sevwer district be merged into a water district wunder chapter
57.40 RCW, unless such proposed action shall be approved as provided
for in section 3 of this act.

The county legislative authority shall within thirty days of
the date after receiving notice of the proposed action, approve such
action or hold a hearing on such action. In addition, a copy of sucha
proposed action shall be mailed to the state department of ecology
and to the state department of social and health services.

The county legislative authority shall decide within sixty
days of a hearing whether to approve or not approve such proposed
action. In approving or not approving the proposed action, the
county legislative authority shall censider the following criterie:

(1) Whether +the proposed action  in the area under
consideration 1is in compliance with the development program which is
outlined in the county comprehensive plan and its supporting
documents; and/or

(2) Whether the proposed action in tﬁe area under
consideration is in compliance with the basinuide water and/or sewage
plan as approved by the state department of 2cology and the state
department of social and health services; aﬁd/or
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(3) Whether the proposed action 1is in compliance with the
policies expressed in the «county plan for water and/or sewage
facilities.

If the proposed action is inconsistent with subsections (1),
(2), or (3) of this section, the county legislative authority shall
not approve it. If such action 1is consistent with all such
subsections, thg county legislative authority shall approve it unless
it finds that utility service in the area under consideration will be
most appropriately served by the county itseif under the provisions
of chapter 36.94 RCW, by a city, town, or municipality, or by another
existing special purpose district rather than by the proposed action
under consideration. If there has not been adopted for the area
under ccoansideration a plan under any one of subsections (1), (2) or
(3) of this section, the proposed action shall not be found
inconsistent with such subsectinn.

MEW SECTION. Sec. 3. 1In any county where a boundary review
board, as provided in chapter 36.93 RCY, has not been established,
the approval of +the proposed action shall be by the county
legislative authority pursuant to sactions 1 and 2 of this act, and
skall be final and the procedures required to adopt such proposed
action shall be followed as provided by law.

Tn any county where a toundary review board, as provided in
chapter 36.92 RCW, has been established, notice of intention of the
proposed action shali be [iled with the board as required by RCW
36.93.090 and a copy thereof with the legislative authority. 7The
latter shall trensmit to the bYoard a report of 1its approval or
disapproval of  the proposed éction together with its findings and
recommendations thereon under the provisions of sections 1 and 2 of
this act. Tf the county legislative authority has approved of the
proposed action, such approval shall bte _final and the procedures
required tco adopt such proposal shall be followed as provided by law,
unless the board reviews +the action under the provisions of RCW
36.53.100 through 35.93.180., If the county legislative authority has
not approved the proposed action, the board shall review the action
under the provisions of RCW¥ 3€.93.15C through 36.93.180. Action of
the board after rteview of the proposed action .shall supersede

approval or disapproval by the county legislative authority.
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