HASHINGTON_ LAWS, 1973 1ist Ex. Sess. Ch._182

CHAPTER 182
[ Senate Bill No. 2790]
FOREST FIRE PROTECTION--
ASSESSMENTS

AN ACT Relating to forest fire protection; amending section 2,
chapter 105, Laws of 1917 as last amended by section 14,
chapter 207, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 76.04.360; adding
a ney section to chapter 76.04 RCW; and declaring an
emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Section 1. Section 2, chapter 105, Laws of 1917 as last
amended by section 14, chapter 207, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW
76.04,.360 are each amended to read as follows: .

If any owner of forest 1land neglects or fails to provide
adequate fire protection therefor as required by RCW 76.04.350, the
department shall provide such protection therefor, notwithstanding
the provisions of RCW 76.04.520, at a cost to the owner of not to
exceed nine cents an acre per year on lands west of the summit of the
Cascade mountains ard seven cents an acre per year on lands east of
the summit of the Cascade mountains: PROVIDED, That for the calendar
years ((%9%4)) 1973 and ((¥9%2)) 1974 the cost to the owner for such
protection shall be eighteen cents an acre per year on lands west of
the summit of the Cascade mountains and fourteen cents an acre per
year on lands east of the summit of the Cascade mountains ((after
whieh ¢time said additional assessment shallt revert to the 1979
tevet))., During said calendar vyears the 1legislative ((budges))
committees on natural resources shall study the costs of forest fire

protection to determine the ratio of financial support to be borne by
the state to that of the forest land owner.

The findings of the legisiative ((budget)) committees on
natural resources shall be considered when establishing the forest
patrol assessment for the ensuing biennium.

For the purpose of this act, the supervisor may divide the
forest 1lands of the state, or any part thereof, into districts, for
patrol and assessment purposes, may classify lands according to the
character of timber prevailing, and the fire hazard existing, and
place unprotected 1laads under the administration of the proper
district. Such cost nmust be justified by a showing of budgets on
demand of twenty-five owners of forest land in the county concerned
at public hearing. Any amounts paid or contracted to be paid by the
supervisor of natural resources for this purpose from any funds at
his disposal shall be a 1lien upon the property patrolled and
protected, and unless reimbursed by the owner within ten days after
October 1st of the year in which they were incurred, on which date
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the supervisor of natural resources shall be prepared to make
statement thereof upon request to any forest owner wvhose own
protection has not been previously approved by him as adequate, shall
be reported by the supervisor of natural resources to the assessor of
the county in which the property is situated who shall extend the
amounts upon the tax rolls covering the property, or the county
assessor may upon authorization from the supervisor of natural
resources levy the forest patrol assessment against the amounts of
unimproved land as shown in each ownership on the <county assessor's
records and the assessor may then segregate on his records to provide
that the improved 1l1land and improvements thereon carry the millage
levy designed to support the rural fire protection districts as
provided for in chapter 52.04 RCW.

The amounts assessed shall be collected at the time, in the
same manner, by the same procedure, and vwith the same penalties
attached that the next general state and county taxes on the sanme
property are collected, except that errors in assessments may be
corrected at any time by the supervisor of natural resources
certifying them to the treasurer of the county in which the 1land
involved is situated. Upon the collection of such assessments the
county treasurer shall transmit them to the supervisor of natural
resources to be applied against expenses incurred in carrying out the
provisions of this section. )

The supervisor of natural resources shall include in the
assessment a sum not to exceed one~-half of one cent per acre, to
cover the necessary and reasonable cost of office and clerical work
incurred in the enforcement of these provisions, He may also expend
any sums collected from owners of forest lands or received from any
other source for necessary office and clerical expense in connection
with the enforcement of RCW 76.04.370.

When land against which fire patrol assessments are
outstanding is acquired for delinquent taxes and sold at public
auction, the state shall have a prior lien on the proceeds of sale
over and above the amount necessary to satisfy the county's
delinquent tax judgment, and the county treasurer in case the
proceeds of sale exceed the amount of the delinquent tax judgment
shall forthwith remit to the supervisor of natural resources the
amount of the outstanding patrol assessments.

The supervisor of natural resources shall furnish a good and
sufficient surety company bond running to the state, in a sum as
great as the probable amount of money annually coming into his hands
under the provisions of this chapter, conditioned for the faithful
performance of his duties and for a faithful accounting for all sums
received and expended thereunder, which bond shall be approved by the
attorney general.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This 1973 amendatory act 1is necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and
safety, the support of the state government and its existing public

institutions, and shall take effect immediately.

Passed the Sepate April 14, 1973.

Passed the House April 14, 1973.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 1973.

Filed in office of Secretary of State April 26, 1973,

-

CHAPTER 183
[ House Bill No. 305]
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE-~SUPPORT COLLECTION
PROCEDURES~~-

AN ACT Relating to public assistance; amending section 5, «chapter
322, Laws of 1959 as last amended by section 1, chapter 213,
Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20.040; amending section 16,
chapter 173, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20.101;
amending section 15, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and RCW
74.20.300; amending section 3, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex.
sess. and RCW 74.20A.030; amending section 4, chapter 164,
Laws of 1971 ex. sess, and RCW 74.20A.040; amending section 5,
chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.201.050;
amending section 6, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and
RCW 74.20A.060; amending section 7, chapter 164, Laws of 1971
ex. sess., and RCW 74,204.070; amending section 8, chapter 164,
Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.080; amending section 9,
chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.201.090;
amending section 10, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and
RCW 74.20A.100; amending section 13, chapter 164, Laws of 1971
ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.130; amending section 14, chapter
164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.140; amending
section 15, <chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW
74.20A.150; amending section 17, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex.
sess. and RCW 74,20A.170; amending section 18, chapter 164,
Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.180; amending section
19, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.190;
amending sectien 20, chépter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and
RCW 74.20A.200; amending section 21, chapter 164, Laws of 1971
ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.210; amending section 22, chapter
164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. .and RCW 74.20A.220; amending
section 23, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW
74.20A8,.,230; amending section 24, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex.
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