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CHAPTER 359
[Substitute House Bill No. 960]

THE WASHINGTON BASIC EDUCATION ACT OF 1977

AN ACT Relating to education; amending section 2, chapter 46, Laws of 1973 as last amended by sec-
tion 1, chapter 211, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.130; amending section 14, chapter
244, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.140; amending section 28A.41.160. chapter 223.
Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended by section 3, chapter 80 Laws of 1977 and RCW 28A.41-
.160; amending section 4, chapter 217, Laws of 1969 ex. sass. as amended by section 1, chapter 14,
Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.145; amending section 28A.44.040, chapter 223, Laws of
1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.44.040; amending section 2, chapter 92, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. as
amended by section 71, chapter 275, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.02.201; amending
section 1, chapter 105, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by section 21, chapter 288, Laws of
1975 1 st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.0 1. 130; amending section 28A.44.080, chapter 223, Laws of 1969
ex. sess. as last amended by section 24, chapter 118, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sass. and RCW
28A.44.080; amending section 2, chapter 124, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. as last amended by section 25,
chapter 118, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 28A.44.085; amending section 28A.45.050,
chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sass. as amended by section 1, chapter 135, Laws of 1975 1st ex.
sess. and RCW 28A.45.050; amending section 28A.58.190, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and
RCW 28A.58.190; amending section 36.33.110, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by sec-
tion 1, chapter 230, Laws of 1967 and RCW 36.33.110; creating new sections; adding new sections
to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and to chapters 28A.41 and 28A.58 RCW; repealing sec-
tions 28A.45.040 and 28A.67.100, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.45.040 and
28A.67.100; providing penalties, and making an effective date.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. This 1977 amendatory act shall be known and
may be cited as "The Washington Basic Education Act of 1977". The program
evolving from the Basic Education Act shall include (1) the goal of the school sys-
tem as defined in section 2 of this 1977 amendatory act, (2) those program re-
quirements enumerated in section 3 of this 1977 amendatory act, and (3) the
determination and distribution of state resources as defined in sections 4 and 5 of
this 1977 amendatory act.

The requirements of the Basic Education Act are deemed by the legislature to
comply with the requirements of Article IX, section 1 of the state Constitution,
which states that "It is the paramount duty of the state to make ample provision
for the education of all children residing within its borders, without distinction or
preference on account of race, color, caste, or sex', and are adopted pursuant to
Article IX, section 2 of the state Constitution, which states that 'The legislature
shall provide for a general and uniform system of public schools'.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess.
and to chapter 28A.58 RCW a new section to read as follows:

The goal of the Basic Education Act for the schools of the state of Washington
set forth in this 1977 amendatory act shall be to provide students with the oppor-
tunity to achieve those skills which are generally recognized as requisite to learn-
ing. Those skills shall include the ability:

(1) To distinguish, interpret and make use of words, numbers and other sym-
bols, including sound, colors, shapes and textures;

(2) To organize words and other symbols into acceptable verbal and nonverbal
forms of expression, and numbers into their appropriate functions;
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(3) To perform intellectual functions such as problem solving, decision making,
goal setting, selecting, planning, predicting, experimenting, ordering and evaluat-
ing; and

(4) To use various muscles necessary for coordinating physical and mental
functions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess.
and to chapter 28A.58 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) For the purposes of sections 3 through 5 of this 1977 amendatory act:
(a) The term "total program hour offering" shall mean those hours when stu-

dents are provided the opportunity to engage in educational activity planned by and
under the direction of school district staff, as directed by the administration and
board of directors of the district, inclusive of intermissions for class changes and
recess and exclusive of intermission for meals.

(b) "Instruction in work skills" shall include the instruction of industrial arts,
home and family life education, business and office education, distributive educa-
tion, agricultural education, health occupations education, vocational education,
trade and industrial education, technical education and career education, and shall
include career orientation.

(2) Satisfaction of the basic education goal identified in section 2 of this 1977
amendatory act shall be considered to be implemented by the following program
requirements:

(a) Each school district shall make available to students in kindergarten at least
a total program offering of four hundred fifty hours. The program shall include
reading, arithmetic, language skills and such other subjects and such activities as
the school district shall determine to be appropriate for the education of the school
district's students enrolled in such program;

(b) Each school district shall make available to students in grades one through
three, at least a total program hour offering of two thousand seven hundred hours.
A minimum of ninety-five percent of the total program hour offerings shall be in
the basic skills areas of reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, science,
music, art, health and physical education. The remaining five percent of the total
program hour offerings may include foreign languages, or such subjects and activi-
ties as the school district shall determine to be appropriate for the education of the
school district's students in such grades;

(c) Each school district shall make available to students in grades four through
six at least a total program hour offering of two thousand nine hundred seventy
hours. A minimum of ninety percent of the total program hour offerings shall be in
the basic skills areas of reading/ language arts, mathematics, social studies, science,
music, art, health and physical education. A minimum of five percent of the total
program hour offerings shall be in the area of work skills. The remaining five per-
cent of the total program hour offerings may include foreign languages, or such
subjects and activities as the school district shall determine to be appropriate for
the education of the school district's students in such grades;

(d) Each school district shall make available to students in grades seven
through eight, at least a total program hour offering of one thousand nine hundred
eighty hours. A minimum of eighty-five percent of the total program hour offerings
shall be in the basic skills areas of reading/ language arts, mathematics, social
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studies, science, music, art, health and physical education. A minimum of ten per-
cent of the total program hour offerings shall be in the area of work skills. The re-
maining five percent of the total program hour offerings may include foreign
language, or such subjects and activities as the school district shall determine to be
appropriate for the education of the school district's students in such grades;

(e) Each school district shall make available to students in grades nine through
twelve at least a total program hour offering of four thousand three hundred twenty
hours. A minimum of sixty percent of the total program hour offerings shall be in
the basic skills areas of language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, music,
art, health and physical education. A minimum of twenty percent of the total pro-
gram hour offerings shall be in the area of work skills. The remaining twenty per-
cent of the total program hour offerings may include traffic safety, foreign
language, or such subjects and activities as the school district shall determine to be
appropriate for the education of the school district's students in such grades, with
not less than one-half thereof in basic skills and/or work skills.

Nothing contained in subsection (2) of this section shall be construed to require
individual students to attend school for any particular number of hours per day or
to take any particular courses.

Each school district's basic educational program shall be accessible to all stu-
dents between the ages of five and twenty-one years of age and shall consist of a
minimum of one hundred eighty school days per school year in such grades as are
conducted by a school district, and one hundred eighty half-days of instruction, or
equivalent, in kindergarten. The state board of education pursuant to its authority
in RCW 28A.04. 120 and 28A.4 1.130, as now or hereafter amended, shall adopt the
necessary rules and regulations to ensure program compliance with the provisions
of this section.

Sec. 4. Section 2, chapter 46, Laws of 1973 as last amended by section 1,
chapter 211, Laws of 1975 1 st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.130 are each amended to
read as follows:

From those funds made available by the legislature for the current use of the
common schools, the superintendent of public instruction shall distribute annually
as provided in RCW 28A.48.010 to each school district of the state operating a
program approved by the state board of education an amount which, when com-
bined with the following revenues, excluding excess property tax levies, will consti-
tute ((an eqa guine in dollat fo. e.ach vveited pupil e .. lkJ)) a basic
education allocation in dollars for each annual average full time eqjuivalent student
enrolled, based upon one full school year of one hundred eighty days, except that
for kindergartens one full school year may be ninety days as provided by RCW
28A.58.180:

(1) The receipts from the one percent tax on real estate transactions ((which
mnay-be-imtposed1)) pursuant to chapter 28A.45 RCW((. PROVIDED, That the,
funds oth.. 1 wise. distributable and.t tis, setion to any scoo distric.t in any co&un~ty
wichl does not im~pose a ta., in the~ ftill azuiunt autlhn izd by ciaptui 28A.4
RCwshlall be~ reduce.d by five. pem,.enit)); and

(2) One hundred percent of the receipts from public utility district funds dis-
tributed to school districts pursuant to RCW 54.28.090; and
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(3) One hundred percent of the receipts from federal forest revenues distributed
to school districts pursuant to RCW 36.33.110; and

(4) One hundred percent of such other available revenues as the superintendent
of public instruction may deem appropriate for consideration in computing state
equalization support.

Basic education shall be considered to be fully funded by those amounts of dol-
lars appropriated by the legislature pursuant to sections 4 and 5 of this 1977
amendatory act to fund those program requirements identified in section 3 of this
1977 amendatory act in accordance with the formula and ratios provided in section
5 of this 1977 amendatory act.

Operation of a program approved by the state board of education, for the pur-
poses of this section, shall include a finding that the ratio of ((pupils)) students per
classroom teacher((s)) in grades kindergarten through three is not greater than the
ratio of ((pupils)) students per classroom teacher in grades four and above for such
district: PROVIDED, That for the purposes of this section, "classroom teacher"
shall be defined as ((a cetificated enpoe) an instructional employee possessing
at least a provisional certificate, but not necessarily employed as a certificated em-
ployee whose primary duty is the daily educational instruction of ((Pupils)) stu-
dents: PROVIDED FURTHER, That the state board of education shall adopt
rules and regulations to insure compliance with the ((pupil)) student/teacher ratio
provisions of this section, and such rules and regulations shall allow for exemptions
for those special programs and/or school districts which may be deemed unable to
practicably meet the ((pupil)) student/teacher ratio requirements of this section by
virtue of a small number of ((pupils)) students: PROVIDED, FURTHER, That
these rules and regulations shall provide that any district that has a ratio of no
greater than twenty-five students per classroom teacher in grades kindergarten
through three shall be in conformance with this section.

((Notwiths~taniding any othe1. p1mvision of tis~ chaptei, the. state~ shlall guapantee

to scoo disttiets an antotuhzt o~f niLJzzy fzruiz state. and local fuds not less thaun

ieis which% an much distr ict teali..d fiont state and loje.,l fun1ds dur ing the,. ple

cein three school y..al a)) If a school district's basic education program fails to
meet the basic education requirements enumerated in sections 3 through 5 of this
1977 amendatory act, the state board of education shall require the superintendent
of public instruction to withhold state funds in whole or in part for the basic edu-
cation allocation until program compliance is assured: PROVIDED, That for the
school years 1978 through 1981 the state board of education may waive this re-
quirement in the event of levy failure: PROVIDED FURTHER, That the state
board of education may waive this requirement in the event of substantial lack of
classroom space.

Sec. 5. Section 14, chapter 244, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.140
are each amended to read as follows:

((To~ detennpine a "wihe s tude.nt e.niolle," as that t,.p is used in this
cata schedule shall be~ etablLihed by the~ sop...inti.nident of public izisti..LnJ

otts types of students1 and distic.ts of the. state., with the eqAualization of educatiui

ujppoiitunity being1 the pffizty objectiX.
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(1) eosts atil ibutabl. to~ staff exprinc and p ufesional pie~paiatioll; alld

(2) eot toj state~ and local funds att. ibutable to th e O e atiol Of aFFi Oved Cd
u,.,ati.Jnai F1sJzai pg wz . s t a testilt of at eonezntiatiozz of culturally disadva~mi

ta5ged students~, ot a. a iieult o.f a hjigh dere of t~aawient enzullitnt;

PRO)VIDED, That S~ FlaintS am~ judged by the state boaid of edteatiu as e
motek anid zzucessmy,

(4) Cot diffei entiela att. butable to the Me, iati oF aFFuA Od lententai y and

(5) Cot which mus~t be. inzuuz jud tO uj...rate an aFF'Oved vocational litogiatnzt
(6) C-t estilting frount the attendance of studenta whliu

(a)-4p q~ Piolkdu itn1 the seven sehool distiet. PROVIDED, That it-
i-1 Withil ti;liS Ffvi~iu shiall be constmeud as affecting~ the m iibuiseuiint FIOC
duis in RCw 20A.44.040;

(b) Reside. ini any homeu oi institutin devoted to~ poviding a home,. foi depuis-

tain sexmtfromi taxationz ide, the laws, of the. state o.f Wsin Izgton, 01

(c) Cuittute at least threeu puzuuzt of the student emol~lmnt within the i~

tzictu and wh iueide witili the seicn di~,t-i Oil. F.juz itiy of eithel the state, i~

pliical subdi visions, o, azzY iiiiiiial COMpulatiwz£.

The weilslitg sche..dule when estalished shlall be enewev~d biennially by th

Otate S.upueiiiteu-s..z .- d ofall be subject tO aj'jI.Jal iejeetin oamnzidment by

the legislatute. The selieduke shall be submiitted foxn aMzVal ag a Fait Of the sta

Ot ~etit..,,du1 t', biennzzial state. budge.t. In the eve.nt the leiaattu£ iejots~ th

weig5 hting5 schedule Pzus,..uted, Wit!10ut adu~tin~g a MjW SuhudUle, the suhoduke

tablished fo, the Flvot bienniumn shall euntain in effrc.t. The uuzi.llilleuut Of ally

disttict, befuz u weighting, ohs!! be the avul age nornbuz of fI! timeu stodentsan

pail tillie SddntS aS Fiuvided ill RCW 28A.41.145 enrolled on the ffist school day

of each rtnonth:))
The basic education allocation for each annual average full time equivalent

student shall be determined in accordance with the following procedures:
The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction may recom-

mend to the legislature a formula based on a ratio of students to staff for the dis-
tribution of a basic education allocation for each annual average full time
equivalent student enrolled in a common school. The distribution formula shall
have the primary objective of equalizing educational opportunities and shall pro-
vide appropriate recognition of the following costs among the various districts
within the state:

(1) Certificated staff and their related costs;
(2) Classified staff and their related costs;
(3) Nonsalary costs; and
(4) Extraordinary costs of remote and necessary schools and small high schools.
This formula for distribution of basic education funds shall be reviewed bienni-

ally by the superintendent and governor. The recommended formula shall be sub-
ject to approval, amendment or rejection by the legislature. Commencing with the
1980-81 school year, the formula adopted by the legislature shall reflect a ratio of
not less than fifty certificated personnel to one thousand annual average full time
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equivalent students and one classified person to three certificated personnel. In the
event the legislature rejects the distribution formula recommended by the governor,
without adopting a new distribution formula, the distribution formula for the pre-
vious biennium shall remain in effect: PROVIDED, That the distribution formula
developed pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionment and equalization
purposes only and shall not be construed as mandating specific operational func-
tions of local school districts other than those program requirements identified in
section 3 of this 1977 amendatory act. The enrollment of any district shall be the
annual average number of full time equivalent students and part time students as
provided in RCW 28A.41 .145, as now or hereafter amended, enrolled on the first
school day of each month. The definition of full time equivalent student shall be
determined by rules and regulations of the superintendent of public instruction:
PROVIDED, That the definition shall be included as part of the superintendent's
biennial budget request: PROVIDED, FURTHER,' That any revision of the
present definition shall not take effect until approved by the house appropriations
committee and the senate ways and means committee: PROVIDED, FURTHER,
That the office of program planning and fiscal management shall make a monthly
review of the superintendent's reported full time equivalent students in the common
schools in conjunction with RCW 43.62.050.

Certificated staff shall include those persons employed by a school district in a
teaching, instructional, administrative or supervisory capacity and who hold posi-
tions as certificated employees as defined under RCW 28A.01.130, as now or here-
after amended, and every school district superintendent, and any person hired in
any manner to fill a position designated as, or which is in fact, that of deputy su-
perintendent or assistant superintendent: PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
people of unusual competence but without certification may teach students so long
as a certificated person exercises general supervision: PROVIDED, FURTHER,
That the hiring of such noncertificated people shall not occur during a labor dis-
pute and such noncertificated people shall not be hired to replace certificated em-
ployees during a labor dispute: PROVIDED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such
noncertificated persons shall be subject to disapproval by the superintendent of
public instruction. Annual written statements shall be submitted to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction reporting and explaining such circumstances.
Annual average full time equivalent certificated classroom teacher's direct class-
room contact hours shall be at least twenty-five hours per week. Classroom contact
hours shall be exclusive of time required to be spent for preparation, conferences,
or any other nonclassroom instruction duties. Classified staff shall include those
persons employed by a school district other than certificated staff as defined in this
section in a capacity for which certification is not required.

Sec. 6. Section 28A.41.160, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amend-
ed by section 3, chapter 80, Laws of 1977 and RCW 28A.41.160 are each amended
to read as follows:

Reimbursement for transportation costs shall be in addition to ((state. assitance.
based upoz ighe enolnen) the basic education allocation. Transportation
costs shall be reimbursed as follows:
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(1) ((Ope~iational ichribu1i,. 111..1t)) School districts shall be ((li~tnite to inez-
ty)) reimbursed up to one hundred percent of the ((se-vc cot, o i out...) opera-
tional costs for established bus routes for the transportation of students to and from
common schools as recommended by the educational service district superintendent
or his or her designee, and as approved by the state superintendent: PROVIDED,
That commencingt with the 1980-81 school year, reimbursement shall be at one
hundred percent or as close thereto as reasonably possible; and

(2) Costs of acquisition of approved transportation equipment shall be (litnit-
ed)) reimbursed up to ((ninety)) one hundred percent of the cost to be reimbursed
over the anticipated life of the vehicle, as determined by the state superintendent:
PROVIDED, That commencing with the 1980-81 school year, reimbursement
shall be at one hundred percent or as close thereto as reasonably possible: PRO-
VIDED FURTHER, That reimbursements for the acquisition of approved trans-
portation equipment received by school districts shall be held within the general
fund exclusively for the future ((purpose)) purchase of approved transportation
equipment and for major transportation equipment repairs consistent with rules
and regulations authorized and promulgated under RCW 28A.41.170 and chapter
28A.65 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess.
and to chapter 28A.41 RCW a new section to read as follows:

In addition to those state funds provided to school districts for basic education,
the legislature shall appropriate funds for pupil transportation, in accordance with
RCW 28A.41.160, and for programs for handicapped students, in accordance with
chapter 28A.13 RCW. The legislature may appropriate funds to be distributed to
school districts for population factors such as urban costs, enrollment fluctuations
and for special programs, including but not limited to, vocational-technical insti-
tutes, compensatory programs, bilingual education, urban, rural, racial and disad-
vantaged programs, programs for gifted students, and other special programs.

Sec. 8. Section 4, chapter 217, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended by section 1,
chapter 14, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.41.145 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:
(a) "private school student" shall mean any student enrolled full time in a pri-

vate or private sectarian school;
(b) 'school' shall mean any primary, secondary or vocational school;
(c) 'school funding authority' shall mean any nonfederal governmental au-

thority which provides moneys to common schools;
(d) 'part time student' shall mean and include any student enrolled in a course

of instruction in a private or private sectarian school and taking courses at and/or
receiving ancillary services offered by any public school not available in such pri-
vate or private sectarian school district and any student involved in any work
training program and taking courses in any public school, which work training
program is approved by the school board of the district in which such school is
located.

(2) The board of directors of any school district is authorized and, in the same
manner as for other public school students, shall permit the enrollment of and pro-
vide ancillary services for part time students, including (a) the part time enrollment
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of students involved in any work training program and desirous of taking courses
within the district upon the school board's approval of any such work training pro-
gram and (b) the part time enrollment of any private school student in any school
within the district for the purpose of attending a class or classes or a course of in-
struction if the class, classes, or course of instruction for which the private school
student requests enrollment, are unavailable to the student in the private school in
which the student is regularly enrolled: PROVIDED, That this section shall only
apply to part time students who would be otherwise eligible for full time enrollment
in the school district.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall recognize the costs to each
school district occasioned by enrollment of and/or ancillary services provided for
part time students authorized by subsection (2) and shall include such costs in the
(("'weirht11g li1.Adle' establihed)) distribution of funds to school districts pursu-
ant to RCW 28A.41.140. Each school district shall be reimbursed for the costs or a
portion thereof, occasioned by attendance of and/or ancillary services provided for
part time students on a part time basis, by the superintendent of public instruction,
according to law.

(4) Each school funding authority shall recognize the costs occasioned to each
school district by enrollment of and ancillary services provided for part time stu-
dents authorized by subsection (2), and shall include said costs in funding the ac-
tivities of said school districts.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction is authorized to adopt rules and
regulations to carry out the purposes of RCW 28A.41.140 and 28A.41.145.

Sec. 9. Section 2, chapter 92, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. as amended by section 71,
chapter 275, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.02.201 are each amended to
read as follows:

The legislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be subject only to
those minimum state controls necessary to insure the health and safety of all the
students in the state and to insure a sufficient basic education to meet usual gradu-
ation requirements. The state, any agency or official thereof, shall not restrict or
dictate any specific educational or other programs for private schools except as
hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private school districts shall
file each year with the state superintendent of public instruction a statement certi-
fying that the minimum requirements hereinafter set forth are being met, noting
any deviations. After review of the statement, the state superintendent will notify
schools or school districts of those deviations which must be corrected. In case of
major deviations, the school or school district may request and the state board of
education may grant provisional status for one year in order that the school or
school district may take action to meet the requirements. Minimum requirements
shall be as follows:

(1) The minimum school year shall be the same as that required of public
schools in RCW 28A.01 .025 as now or hereafter amended.

(2) The length of the school day shall be the same as that required of public
schools in RCW 28A.01.010 and section 3 of this 1977 amendatory act, each as
now or hereafter amended, except that the percentages of total program hour of-
ferings as prescribed in section 3 of this 1977 amendatory act for basic skills, work
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skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not apply to private schools or pri-
vate sectarian schools.

(3) All classroom teachers shall hold appropriate Washington state certification
except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no counterpart exists in
public schools shall not be required to obtain a state certificate to teach those
courses.

(b) In exceptional cases, people of unusual competence but without certification
may teach students so long as a certified person cxercises general supervision. An-
nual written statements shall be submitted to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction reporting and explaining such circumstances.

(4) Appropriate measures shall be taken to safeguard all permanent records
against loss or damage.

(5) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be adequate to meet the
program offered by the school or district: PROVIDED, That each school building
shall meet reasonable health and fire safety requirements.

(6) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the basic skills of oc-
cupational education, science, mathematics, language, social studies, history,
health, reading, writing, spelling, and the development of appreciation of art and
music, all in sufficient units for meeting state board of education graduation
requirements.

(7) In compliance with provisions of RCW 28A.31.010 as now or hereafter
amended and rules or regulations of the state board of education, each private
school teacher shall file with the educational service district in which the school is
located a valid health certificate issued by the state department of social and health
services.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain up-to-date pol-
icy statements related to the administration and operation of the school or school
district.

All decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching material, cur-
riculum, except as in subsection (6) above provided, school rules and administra-
tion, or other matters not specifically referred to in this section, shall be the
responsibility of the administration and administrators of the particular private
school involved.

Sec. 10. Section 28A.44.080, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last
amended by section 24, chapter 118, Laws of 197 5-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW
28A.44.080 are each amended to read as follows:

The superintendent of every high school district shall certify under oath, as a
part of an annual report to the educational service district board to be made on or
before the fifteenth day of October as required by law, the following facts as nearly
as the same can be ascertained:

(1) Name, post office address, county, and resident school district of each non-
resident high school ((Vppi)) student who is not a resident of another high school
district and is enrolled in the high school, or high schools, of the district during the
school year, with the enrollment date and departure date of each such nonresident
((puipi)) student.
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(2) The cost per ((weighted-puipit)) annual average full time equivalent student
of educating high school ((pupils)) students for the school year in ((his)) the dis-
trict. For ascertaining such cost the following items of high school expenditure shall
be used: Salaries of all high school teachers, supervisors, principals, special in-
structors, superintendent and assistants, janitors, clerks, and secretaries, stenogra-
phers, and all other employees; fuel, light, water, power, telephones, textbooks,
office expenses, janitors' supplies, freight, express, drayage, rents for high school
purposes, upkeep of grounds, upkeep of shops and laboratories, all materials used in
instruction, insurance, current ordinary repairs of every nature, inspection, promo-
tion of health, and such other current expenditures as may be necessary to efficient
operation of the high school, or high schools. Expenditures for real estate, con-
struction of buildings, and for other permanent improvements and fixtures shall not
be included in estimating high school expenditures for the purposes of this section.
When any item, as a necessary result of organization, covers both grade and high
school work, it shall be prorated, as nearly as practicable, by the high school dis-
trict superintendent.

Sec. 11. Section 2, chapter 124, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. as last amended by sec-
tion 25, chapter 118, Laws of 1975-76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 28A.44.085 are
each amended to read as follows:

The educational service district board, after verifying such reports as provided
in RCW 28A.44.080 as now or hereafter amended, shall certify, on or before the
fifteenth day of November each year to the appropriate county commissioners, the
amount of claims which any high school district in its educational service district
may have under the provisions of RCW 28A.44.045 through 28A.44.100 as now or
hereafter amended against any nonhigh district for the cost of educating nonresi-
dent high school ((pupils)) students of such district. In fixing the amount of any
such claim by a high school district for educating nonresident high school ((put-
pils)) students from such nonhigh districts the educational service district board
shall determine the net difference between the cost of educating high school ((pM
pils)) students in the given high school district per ((weighted-pupil)) annual aver-
age full time equivalent student enrolled for the preceding year as determined
pursuant to RCW 28A.44.080(2) and the total state ((guaranztee, including~ tli..
equal guaiantee)) basic education allocation provided for in RCW 28A.41 .130, per
((weighted-pupil)) annual average full time equivalent student enrolled in such
high school district for the preceding year, less any funds received by the high
school district pursuant to Title 20, sections 236 through 244, United States Code,
for any nonresident high school ((pupils)) students educated in the high school dis-
trict for such preceding year. Such amount, when certified as provided in this sec-
tion, shall constitute a valid claim against the appropriate nonhigh district.

Sec. 12. Section 28A.44.040, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW
28A.44.040 are each amended to read as follows:

The ((weighted-studen)) annual average full time equivalent student enroll-
ment as computed under RCW 28A.41.140 ((accredited-to)) for each school dis-
trict or part thereof within a county shall be the basis upon which the real estate
sales tax proceeds as provided for in chapter 28A.45 RCW and apportionments
from the county current school fund shall be made.
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Sec. 13. Section 28A.45.050, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended
by section 1, chapter 135, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.45.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

The county commissioners or legislative authority of ((a-ny)) each county ((are
authiiL'J by ouiuJance to)) shall levy an excise tax upon sales of real estate ((not
exeeding)) of one percent of the selling price. ((The. zate of thlev s~ hall be de~
tenined~ annlually b, the~ conisinm The proceeds of the tax provided for in
this chapter shall be placed in the county school fund and shall be used exclusively
for the support of the common schools: PROVIDED, That one percent of the pro-
ceeds of the tax provided for herein may be placed in the current expense fund of
the county: PROVIDED, That each educational service district superintendent
shall certify each month the distribution of the real estate excise tax from the
county school fund, for each county whose seat of government is within the educa-
tional service district, to the general fund of each school district in the county:
PROVIDED FURTHER, That when a local school district board of directors, by
properly executed resolution, instructs that the distribution in whole or part be
credited to the building fund and/or bond interest and redemption fund of the local
school district, the educational service district superintendent shall certify the dis-
tribution in accordance with such resolution: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That
such certification of distribution to each school district in the county shall be in
proportion (using the most recent data) to the number of ((weighted)) annual av-
erage full time equivalent students enrolled in each district to the number of
((weighted)) annual average full time equivalent students in the county.

Sec. 14. Section 28A.58.190, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW
28A.58.190 are each amended to read as follows:

Except as otherwise provided by law, it is the general policy of the state that
the common schools shall be open to the admission of all persons between the ages
of ((six)) five and twenty-one years residing in that school district. Except as oth-
erwise provided by law, the state board of education is hereby authorized to adopt
rules in accordance with chapter 34.04 RCW which establish uniform entry quali-
fications, including but not limited to birth date requirements, for admission to
kindergarten and first grade programs of the common schools. Such rules may
provide for exceptions based upon the ability, or the need, or both, of an individual
student.

Sec. 15. Section 36.33.110, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by section
1, chapter 230, Laws of 1967 and RCW 36.33.110 are each amended to read as
follows:

The state treasurer shall turn over to the treasurers of the counties within
United States forest reserves, the amount of money belonging to them, received
from the federal government from such reserves, in accordance with Title 16, sec-
tion 500, United States Code. Where the reserve is situated in more than one
county the money shall be distributed in proportion to the area of the counties in-
terested, and to that end the state treasurer is authorized and required to obtain the
necessary information to enable him to make the distribution on such basis.

County commissioners or the legislative authority of the respective counties to
which the money is distributed are authorized and directed annually to distribute
not less than fifty percent of said money to each school district within each such
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county according to the proportional number of ((weighrted)) annual average full
time equivalent students enrolled in each such school district during the immediate
preceding school year as certified by the ((out scbol attliizikideit of licila

o, the inte InediatL )) educational service district superintendent ((of scli, o tla.!
c.ase mzay be. PROVIDED, Tbat if any attel sciol distzid wol suffei a dc

in its total evenne~ as die 1esult of eceipt of said mne~uy, saueb distric miay refuse

its prosporntional sam and the, eounty - .niiiai.. a_ i all thi.e ujon edisti but

stucb FIOJP1.tiuzial sai to tlie te.ntaiin distid in the~. coiunty)). The county
commissioners or county legislature authority shall expend the balance of said
money for the benefit of the public roads of such county, and not otherwise.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex.
sess. and to chapter 28A.58 RCW a new section to read as follows:

Rules and regulations adopted by the state board of education and superinten-
dent of public instruction pursuant to the provisions of this 1977 amendatory act
shall be subject to periodic review by the legislature.

Sec. 17. Section 1, chapter 105, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by sec-
tion 21, chapter 288, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 28A.01.130 are each
amended to read as follows:

The term "certificated employee" as used in RCW 28A.02.201, 28A.41.140,
28A.58.450 through 28A.58.515, 28A.58.445, 28A.67.065, 28A.67.070, 28A.67-
.074 and 28A.01.130 and chapter 41.59 RCW, each as now or hereafter amended,
shall include those persons who hold certificates as authorized by rule or regulation
of the state board of education or the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex.
sess. and to chapter 28A.58 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) It is the intent and purpose of this section to guarantee that each common
school district board of directors, whether or not acting through its respective ad-
ministrative staff, be held accountable for the proper operation of their district to
the local community and its electorate. In accordance with the provisions of Title
28A RCW, as now or hereafter amended, each common school district board of
directors shall be vested with the final responsibility for the setting of policies en-
suring quality in the content and extent of its educational program and that such
program meet the individual and collective needs of the particular students enrolled
therein.

(2) In conformance with the provisions of Title 28A RCW, as now or hereafter
amended, it shall be the responsibility of each common school district board of di-
rectors, acting through its respective administrative staff, to:

(a) Establish performance criteria and an evaluation process for its certificated
personnel, including administrative staff, and for all programs constituting a part of
such district's curriculum.

(b) Determine the final assignment of staff, certificated or classified, according
to board enumerated classroom and program needs.

(c) Determine the amount of instructional hours necessary for any student to
acquire a quality education in such district, in not less than an amount otherwise
required in section 3 of this 1977 amendatory act, or rules and regulations of the
state board of education.
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(d) Determine the allocation of staff time, whether certificated or classified.
(e) Establish final curriculum standards consistent with law and rules and reg-

ulations of the state board of education, relevant to the particular needs of district
students or the unusual characteristics of the district, and ensuring a quality edu-
cation for each student in the district.

(f) Evaluate teaching materials, including text books, teaching aids, handouts,
or other printed material, in public hearing upon complaint by parents, guardians
or custodians of students who consider dissemination of such material to students
objectionable.

(3) In keeping with the accountability purpose expressed in this section and to
insure that the local community and electorate have access to information on the
educational programs in the school districts, each school district's board of direc-
tors shall annually publish a descriptive guide to the district's common schools.
This guide shall be made available at each school in the district for examination by
the public. The guide shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(a) Criteria used for written evaluations of staff members pursuant to RCW
28A.67.065.

(b) A summary of program objectives pursuant to RCW 28A.58.090.
(c) Results of comparable testing for all schools within the district.
(d) Budget information which will include the following:
(i) Student attendance.
(ii) Number of full time equivalent personnel per school in the district itemized

according to classroom teachers, instructional support, building and central admin-
istration and support services, including itemization of such personnel by program.

(iii) Number of full time equivalent personnel assigned in the district to central
administrative offices, itemized according to instructional support, building and
central administration, and support services, including itemization of such person-
nel by program.

(iv) Total number of full time equivalent personnel itemized by classroom
teachers, instructional support, building and central administration, and support
services, including itemization of such personnel by program.

(v) Special levy budget request presented by program and expenditure for pur-
poses over and above those requirements identified in section 3 of this 1977 amen-
datory act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. There is added to chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex.
sess. and to chapter 28A.58 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) It is the intended purpose of this section to guarantee that the certificated
teaching and administrative staff in each common school district be held account-
able for the proper and efficient conduct of classroom teaching in their school
which will meet the individual and collective needs of the particular students en-
rolled therein.

(2) In conformance with the other provisions of Title 28A RCW, it shall be the
responsibility of the certificated teaching and administrative staff in each common
school to:

(a) Implement the district's prescribed curriculum and enforce, within their
area of responsibility, the rules and regulations of the school district, the state su-
perintendent of public instruction, and the state board of education, taking into due
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consideration individual differences among students, and maintain and render ap-
propriate records and reports pertaining thereto.

(b) Maintain good order and discipline in their classrooms at all times.
(c) Hold students to a strict accountability while in school for any disorderly

conduct while under their supervision.
(d) Require excuses from the parents, guardians, or custodians of minor stu-

dents in all cases of absence, tardiness, or early dismissal.
(e) Give careful attention to the maintenance of a healthful atmosphere in the

classroom.
(f) Give careful attention to the safety of the student in the classroom and re-

port any doubtful or unsafe conditions to the building administrator.
(g) Evaluate each student's educational growth and development and make pe-

riodic reports thereon to parents, guardians, or custodians and to school
administrators.

Failure to carry out such requirements as set forth in subsection (2) (a)
through (g) above shall constitute sufficient cause for discharge of any member of
such teaching or administrative staff.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. The following acts or parts thereof are each hereby
repealed:

(1) Section 28A.45.040, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A-
.45.040; and

(2) Section 28A.67.100, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW
28A.67. 100.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. If any provision of this 1977 amendatory act, or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act,
or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 22. This 1977 amendatory act shall take effect Septem-
ber 1, 1978.

Passed the House June 20, 1977.
Passed the Senate June 20, 1977.
Approved by the Governor July 1, 1977.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State July 1, 1977.

CHAPTER 360
[Substitute House Bill No. 980]

WASHINGTON STATE FERRIES--CAPITAL PROJECTS FINANCING

AN ACT Relating to marine transportation; authorizing the sale of general obligation bonds and the
use of the proceeds for the acquisition of new ferry vessels; amending section 2, chapter 85, Laws of
1970 ex. sma. and RCW 47.60.505; adding new sections to chapter 47.60 RCW; making an appro-
priation; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. In order to provide funds necessary for vessel ac-
quisition, vessel construction, major and minor vessel improvements, and terminal
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