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CHAPTER 134

[Substitute House Bill No. 79]
SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES DISPOSAL OF READING MATERIALS
AN ACT Relating to the disposal of reading materials; amending section 28A.58.103, chapter

223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended by section 109, chapter 275, Laws of 1975 1st
ex. sess. and RCW 28A.58.103; and adding a new section to chapter 39.33 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 39.33 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

Any school district or educational service district, after complying with
the requirements of RCW 28A.02.110, and any library, as defined in RCW
27.12.010, may dispose of surplus or obsolete books, periodicals, newspa-
pers, and other reading materials as follows:

(1) If the reading materials are estimated to have value as reading ma-
terials in excess of one thousand dollars, they shall be sold at public auction
to the person submitting the highest reasonable bid following publication of
notice of the auction in a newspaper with a general circulation in the library
or school district.

(2) If no reasonable bids are submitted under subsection (1) of this sec-
tion or if the reading materials are estimated to have value as reading ma-
terials of one thousand dollars or less, the library or school district may
directly negotiate the sale of the reading materials to a public or private
entity.

(3) If the reading materials are determined to have no value as reading
materials or if no purchaser is found under subsection (2) of this section the
reading materials may be recycled or destroyed.

These methods for disposing of surplus or obsolete reading materials
shall be in addition to any other method available to libraries and school
districts for disposal of the property.

Sec. 2. Section 28A.58.103, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last
amended by section 109, chapter 275, Laws of 1975 Ist ex. sess. and RCW
28A.58.103 are each amended to read as follows:

Every board of directors, unless otherwise specifically provided by law,
shall:

(1) Prepare, negotiate, set forth in writing and adopt, policy relative to
the selection of instructional materials. Such policy shall:

(a) State the school district's goals and principles relative to instruc-
tional materials;

(b) Delegate responsibility for the preparation and recommendation of
teachers' reading lists and specify the procedures to be followed in the se-
lection of all instructional materials including text books;
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(c) Establish an instructional materials committee to be appointed, with
the approval of the school board, by the school district's chief administrative
officer. This committee shall consist of representative members of the dis-
trict's professional staff, including representation from the district's curricu-
lum development committees, and, in the case of districts which operate
elementary school(s) only, the educational service district superintendent,
one of whose responsibilities shall be to assure the correlation of those ele-
mentary district adoptions with those of the high school district(s) which
serve their children;

(d) Provide for terms of office for members of the instructional materials
committee;

(e) Provide a system for receiving, considering and acting upon written
complaints regarding instructional materials used by the school district;

(f) Provide free text books, supplies and other instructional materials to
be loaned to the pupils of the school, when, in its judgment, the best inter-
ests of the district will be subserved thereby and prescribe rules and regula-
tions to preserve such books, supplies and other instructional materials from
unnecessary damage.

Recommendation of instructional materials shall be by the district’s in-
structional materials committee in accordance with district policy. Approval
shall be by the local school district's board of directors.

Districts may pay the necessary travel and subsistence expenses for ex-
pert counsel from outside the district. In addition, the committee's expenses
incidental to visits to observe other districts’ selection procedures may be
reimbursed by the school district.

Districts may, within limitations stated in board policy, use and experi-
ment with instructional materials for a period of time before general adop-
tion is formalized.

Within the limitations of board policy, a school district's chief adminis-
trator may purchase instructional materials to meet deviant needs or rapidly
changing circumstances.

(2) Establish a depreciation scale for determining the value of texts
which students wish to purchase.
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