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CHAPTER 156
[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2905]

ELECTRICIANS, JOURNEYMAN, APPRENTICE, TRAINEE-CERTIFICATION

AN ACT Relating to electricians; amending section 1, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st cx. sess.
as last amended by section 1, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18-
.37.010; amending section 2, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as last amended by
section 2, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.020; amending Sec-
tion 3, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by section 3, chapter 39, Laws
of I1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.030; amending section 4, chapter 206, Laws of
1973 1st ex. sess. as last amended by section 4, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess.
and RCW 18.37.040; amending section 5, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as
amended by section 5, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.050;
amending section 8, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by section 7,
chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. tess. and RCW 18.37.080; amending section 14,
chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.140; amending section 15, chap-
ter 206, Laws of 1973 1 st ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.150; and prescribing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. Section 1, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as last
amended by section 1, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and
RCW 18.37.010 are each amended to read as follows:

Unless a different meaning is plainly required by the context, the fol-
lowing words and phrases as hereinafter used in this chapter shall have the
following meaning:

(1) "Advisory board" means the state advisory board of electricians;
(2) "Department" means the department of labor and industries;
(3) "Director" means director of department of labor and industries;
(4) "Journeyman electrician" means any person who has been issued a

certificate of competency by the department of labor and industries as pro-
vided in this chapter for the installation of electrical equipment for light,
heat, or power.

(5) "Specialty electrician" means anyone who has been issued a special-
ty certificate of competency by the department ((of laboi anid ind~tisti)) to
maintain or install specific kinds of electrical equipment or apparatus which
the department shall define by rule.

Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as last
amended by section 2, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and
RCW 18.37.020 are each amended to read as follows:

(I ) No person shall engage in ((the. buins o tz ade~ as j~.uI~.I~~

elct ican t specalty elct ii)) the trade of maintaining or installing
electrical equipment or apparatus for light, heat, or power without having a
current journeyman electrician certificate of competency or a current s pe-
cialty electrician certificate of competency issued by the department in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this chapter.

(2) ((The busities i tade of Jletci , as heii usd s hall enollu,-

Dass all act iInylvuina installationi Or 1izIit..ice. of the.. distribtio of
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elect. ici~ s , he,;inafter spcifically cxclude.d ) A person who is
indentured in an approved apprentice program under chapter 49.04 RCW
for the electrical construction trade or who is learning the electrical con-
struction trade, may maintain or install electrical equipment or apparatus
for light, heat, or power if supervised by a certified journeyman electrician
or a certified specialty electrician. All apprentices and individuals learning
the electrical construction trade shall obtain and be issued an electrical
training certificate from the department. The certificate shall authorize the
holder to learn the trade of an electrician while under the direct supervision
of a journeyman electrician or a specialty electrician working in his special-
ty. The holder of the certificate shall renew the certificate annually. At the
time of renewal, the holder shall provide the department with an accurate
list of the holders' employers in the electrical industry for the previous year
and the number of hours worked for each employer. An annual fee of five
dollars shall be charged for the issuance or renewal of the certificate. Ap-
prentices or individuals learning the electrical construction trade shall have
their electrical training certificate in their possession at all times that they
are performing electrical work. They shall show the certificate to an auth-
orized representative of the department at the representative's request.

(3) Any person who has been issued an electrical training certificate
under this chapter may work if that person is under supervision. Supervision
shall consist of a person being on the same job site and under the control of
either a journeyman electrician or an appropriate specialty electrician who
has an applicable certificate of competency issued under this chapter. Either
a journeyman electrician or an appropriate specialty electrician shall be on
the same job site as the noncertified individual for a minimum of seventy-
five percent of each working day unless otherwise provided in this chapter.
The ratio of noncertified individuals to certified journeymen or specialty
electricians working on a job site shall be:

(a) From the effective date of this 1979 act through December 31, 1982,
not more than three noncertified electricians working on any one job site for
every certified journeyman or specialty electrician;

(b) Effective January 1, 1983, not more than two noncertified individu-
als working on any one job site for every specialty electrician or journeyman
electrician working as a specialty electrician as defined by this chapter;

(c) Effective January 1, 1983, not more than than one noncertified indi-
vidual working on any one job site for every certified -journeyman electrician
as defined by this chapter.
The ratio requirements do not apply to a trade school program in the elec-
trical construction trade established during 1946.

An individual with a current training certificate and who has success-
fully completed or is currently enrolled in an approved apprenticeship pro-
gram or in a technical school program in the electrical construction trade in
a school approved by the commission for vocational education, may work
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without direct on-site supervision during the last six months of meeting the
practical experience requirements of this chapter.

Sec. 3. Section 3, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1 st ex. sess. as amended by
section 3, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.030
are each amended to read as follows:

Any person desiring to be issued a certificate of competency as provided
in this chapter shall deliver evidence in a form prescribed by the department
affirming that said person has ((had s3Ufficieiit - .t -tL is a s IP dettt

ontitated genertal Uciiipetciiey ini t e clket iial tr ade o. UIleeti cal 3jJLeialty

soi as to qualify him~ L titakL ait applicationt rut a certificate of Lytttp~tenty

Put tineyttatt ele~ ILc U 3 lty leticLIiant. PROVI DED, That tc

cessFul compiletion yr a LUmtL 4f study int the~ UIleti ieal ttadL as defiuned by
this3 LhaJLe itt the at ttid sL, vices yr teL Untited States o. at a schoolac

Li LtLU U) tilL coo~iinating uitl ont occujatotytta tUatiot sitait clutiL

t ute sufficientt evienc of expeLi ULLgand LeJintencty to entable such perso

to tttake apphlation fo. a certificate of comtpetenc~y. PROVIDED, FUR-
TFIIER, That comtpletion of suh Lot Vf std shall be substitutable fo.
the practical '~~IIL t. t Mired by RCV'v 18.37.040 ontly accoring to thc

duitati 11 Of thcCOM

li additioni tosj upplying~ tilL eviJduIL as prescribed iii tis~ section,~ La

ap~plieattt for a s.,..utificate of comtpetenc~y shall submit a applic.ationt foyi
such cc. tificatc o tic fU~l ri aitd in such iannttt. as sh]all be p, eL3LJ thU by

the di.tectut of the dejia. tin tt)) met the qualifications required under RCW
18.37.040, as now or hereafter amended.

Sec. 4. Section 4, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as last
amended by section 4, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and
RCW 18.37.040 are each amended to read as follows:

Upon receipt of the application ((ant d evidence bet fo. th in RC3W 18.37-
:030)), the ((director)) department shall review the same and make a de-
termination as to whether the applicant is eligible to take an examination
for the certificate of competency. To be eligible to take the examination for
a journeyman certificate the applicant must have worked under the supervi-
sion of a journeyman electrician ((or)) certified under this chapter for a
minimum of four years employed full time or have successfully completed
an approved apprenticeship program under chapter 49.04 RCW for the
electrical construction trade. To be eligible to take the examination to be-
come a specialty electrician the applicant shall have worked under the su-
pervision of the appropriate specialty electrician certified under this ((la-w:

A jouicynin 1let.ica shall. haveI sat. aei] attenided fut a i iitt

yr twuo years3 atd successfully comipleted ant accete U~Jvocationtal Ut techi-

cal school progiat att t d to the clIctIical tr ade, ot shall frt h wi ttclt

ev idenceL that hl has had at least f0o t years 3 jt cal expetiieneL in th ;-
ing fo. the installail yr lect. ical equipitJittt of light, hcat, antd powe.. A
speciaity clILtt iciatt shall fumis~h wtiftteht evtdettL that hl htas had at least

( 1527 1



Ch. 156 WASHINGTON LAWS, 1979 1st Ex. Sess

tw er practical expeIieIIc. in is s peial~ty ) chapter for a minimum of
two years employed full time, or have successfully completed an approved
apprenticeship program under chapter 49.04 RCW for the applicant's spe-
cialty in the electrical construction trade. Any applicant who has success-
fully completed a two-year technical school program in the electrical
construction trade in a school that is approved by the commission for voca-
tional education may substitute up to two years of the technical school pro-
gram for two years of work experience under a journeyman electrician:
PROVIDED, That the additional work experience shall run prior to or after
the completion of the technical school program. Any applicant who has re-
ceived training in the electrical construction trade, as defined by this chap-
ter, in the armed service of the United States may be eligible to take the
examination for the certificate of competency. Any applicant who is a
graduate of a trade school program in electrical construction that was es-
tablished during 1946, shall be eligible to take the examination for the cer-
tificate of competency. No other requirement for eligibility may be imposed.
The ((director)) department shall establish reasonable rules and regulations
for the examinations to be given applicants for certificates of competency.
In establishing said rules, regulations, and criteria, the ((director)) depart-
ment shall consult with the state advisory board of electricians as estab-
lished in RCW 18.37.100. Upon determination that the applicant is eligible
to take the examination, the ((director)) department shall so notify ((him))
the applicant, indicating the time and place for taking the same.

Sec. 5. Section 5, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1 st ex. sess. as amended by
section 5, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.050
are each amended to read as follows:

The department, in coordination with the advisory board, shall prepare
((a -itten)) an examination to be administered to applicants for certifi-
cates of competency. The examination shall be so constructed to determine:

(1) Whether the applicant possesses varied general knowledge of the
technical information and practical procedures that is identified with the
status of journeyman electrician or specialty electrician; and

(2) Whether the applicant is sufficiently familiar with the applicable
electrical codes and the administrative rules ((a-nd-regul~ations)) of the de-
partment pertaining to electrical installations and electricians.

The department shall administer at least ((twice)) four times annually
the examination to persons eligible to take the same under the provisions of
RCW 18.37.040. All applicants shall, before taking such examination, pay
to the department a fifteen dollar fee: PROVIDED, That any applicant
taking said examination shall pay only such additional fee as is necessary to
cover the costs of administering such additional examination.

The department shall certify the results of said examination, upon such
terms and after such period of time as the ((director)) department, in co-
operation with the advisory board, shall deem necessary and proper.
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Sec. 6. Section 8, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by
section 7, chapter 39, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 18.37.080
are each amended to read as follows:

The department is authorized to grant and issue temporary permits in
lieu of certificates of competency whenever an electrician coming into the
state of Washington from another state requests the department for a tem-
porary permit to engage in the business and trade of electrical installation
as an electrician during the period of time between filing of an application
for a certificate as provided in RCW 18.37.030 and taking the examination
provided for in RCW 18.37.050((. PROVIDED, That)). The department is
authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with other states providing
for the acceptance of such states' journeyman certificate of competency or
its equivalent when such states requirements are equal to the standards set
by this chapter((. AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That)). No temporary
permit shall be issued to:

(1) Any person who has failed to pass the examination for a certificate
of competency((-,)), except that any person who has failed the examination
for competency under this section shall be entitled to continue to work un-
der a temporary permit for ninety days if the person is enrolled in a jour-
neyman electrician refresher course and shows evidence to the department
that he or she has not missed any classes. The person, after completing the
journeyman electrician refresher course, shall be eligible to retake the ex-
amination for competency at the next scheduled time.

(2) Any applicant under this section who has not furnished the depart-
ment with such evidence required under RCW 18.37.030((-,)).

(3) To any apprentice electrician.

Sec. 7. Section 14, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW
18.37.140 are each amended to read as follows:

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require that a person ob-
tain a license or a certified electrician in order to do electrical work at his
residence or farm or place of business or on other property owned by him:
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That nothing in this chapter shall be intended
to derogate from or dispense with the requirements of any valid electrical
code enacted by a political subdivision of the state, except that no code shall
require the holder of a certificate of competency to demonstrate any addi-
tional proof of competency or obtain any other license or pay any fee in or-
der to engage in the trade of electrical installation: AND PROVIDED
FURTHER, That this chapter shall not apply to common carriers subject
to Part I of the Interstate Commerce Act, nor to their officers and employ-
ees: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this chapter shall be
deemed to apply to the installation or maintenance of communications or
electronic circuits, wires and apparatus, radio or television stations; nor to
any electrical ((prbie)) utility or its employees, in the installations and
maintenance of electrical wiring, circuits, apparatus, and equipment by or
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for such ((purblic)) utility, or comprising a part of its plants, lines or sys-
tems. The licensing provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons
making electrical installations on their own property or to regularly em-
ployed employees working on the premises of their employer: AND PRO-
VIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
restrict the right of any householder to assist or receive assistance from a
friend, neighbor, relative or other person when none of the individuals doing
such electrical installation hold themselves out as engaged in the trade or
business of electrical installations.

Sec. 8. Section 15, chapter 206, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW
18.37.150 are each amended to read as follows:

prided fen in this chaptei by a pe.isoni, flii, oi ..u Iu .tui liall be. pan-

uilabl by a fineu of miut more~. thani fifty dollars~. Each day of suc violation
cons~ttutes a separate~ offiense)) (1) It is unlawful for any person, firm, or
corporation to employ an individual for purposes of this chapter who has not
been issued a certificate of competency or a learning certificate. It is un-_
lawful for any individual to maintain or install any electrical equipment or
apparatus for light, heat, or power without having in his or her possession a
certificate of competency or a learning certificate under this chapter. Any
person, firm, or corporation found in violation of this chapter shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars. Any equipment or apparatus
maintained or installed by any person who does not possess a certificate of
competency under this chapter shall not receive a safe wiring label and
electrical service shall not be connected or maintained to operate the equip-
ment or apparatus. Each day that a person, firm, or corporation violates the
provisions of this chapter is a separate violation.

(2) A civil penalty shall be collected in a civil action brought by the at-
torney general or the prosecuting attorney of the county wherein the alleged
violation arose at the request of the department if any of the provisions of
this chapter or any rules promulgated under this chapter are violated.

Passed the Senate April 30, 1979.
Passed the House April 27, 1979.
Approved by the Governor May 10, 1979.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 10, 1979.

CHAPTER 157
[Senate Bill No. 2224]

VOLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSIONS-SERVICE TIME-MONTHLY
BENEFITS

AN ACT Relating to the volunteer firemen's relief and pension system; amending section 17,
chapter 261, Laws of 1945 as last amended by section 2, chapter 170, Laws of 1973 1st
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