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leased harbor area or tideland is situated within the limits of any incorpo-
rated city ((or-town)) and is not embraced within the area of any port dis-
trict, the legislative body of the county shall allocate the funds received
from the lease thereof to the municipal authorities of such city ((or-town)),
to be expended by said authorities for harbor or waterfront purposes: PRO-
VIDED FURTHER, That where any leased harbor area or tideland is sit-
uated within the limits of a town, whether or not the harbor area or tideland
lies within a port district, the rents from such leases shall be paid by the
state treasurer to the municipal authorities of the town to be expended for
water-related improvements.

(3) The state treasurer is hereby authcrized and directed to make such
payments to the respective county treasurers and municipal authorities for
the use of such port districts ((or)), counties, or towns, as the case may be,
on the first days of July and January of each year, of all moneys in his
hands on such dates payable under the terms of this section to such port
district ((and)), counties, or towns respectively.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect July I,
1983.

Passed the Senate March 28, 1983.
Passed the House April 17, 1983.
Approved by the Governor April 23, 1983.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 23, 1983.

CHAPTER 154
[Senate Bill No. 36551

PODIATRY-HEALTH CARE REIMBURSEMENT PARITY

AN ACT Relating to podiatric services; amending section 1, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last
amended by section 10, chapter 102, Laws of 1980 and RCW 48.44.010; amending sec-
tion 4, chapter 115, Laws of 1969 as amended by section I, chapter 127, Laws of 1979
and RCW 48.44.220; and adding new sections to chapter 48.44 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. There is added to chapter 48.44 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

The legislature finds and declares that there is a paramount concern that
the right of the people to obtain access to health care in all its facets is be-
ing impaired by prepaid agreements which provide benefits, reimbursement,
or indemnity by health care service contractors, whether for profit or for
nonprofit, which do not provide parity of reimbursement among licensed
health care providers performing the same health care services. It is further
the intent of the legislature not to mandate the providing of any health care
benefit, but rather to require parity of reimbursement for the same health
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care services performed by all licensees who perform such services within
the scope of their respective licenses thereby assuring the people of the state
access to health care services of their choice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 48.44 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

Benefits shall not be denied under a contract for any health care service
performed by a holder of a license issued under chapter 18.22 RCW if (1)
the service performed was within the lawful scope of the person's license,
and (2) the contract would have provided benefits if the service had been
performed by a holder of a license issued under chapter 18.71 RCW. There
shall not be imposed upon one class of doctors providing health care services
as defined by this chapter any requirement that is not imposed upon all
other doctors providing the same or similar health care services within the
scope of their license. This section does not apply to agreements entered into
or renewed by a health maintenance organization which provides compre-
hensive health care services directly to enrolled participants of the organi-
zation on a group practice per capita prepayment basis and which is a
health maintenance organization registered under chapter 48.46 RCW or a
federally qualified health maintenance organization.

The provisions of this section are intended to be procedural to the extent
that they do not impair the obligation of any existing contract.

Sec. 3. Section 1, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last amended by section
10, chapter 102, Laws of 1980 and RCW 48.44.010 are each amended to
read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter:
(1) "Health care services" means and includes medical, surgical, dental,

hospital and other therapeutic services. Ambulance services licensed in this
state, the services of an optometrist licensed by the state of Washington, the
services of a podiatrist licensed by the state of Washington, and the services
of a pharmacist registered by the state of Washington are also declared to
be health care services for the purposes of this chapter.

(2) "Doctor" means any person lawfully licensed or authorized to render
any health care services.

(3) "Health care service contiactor" means any corporation, cooperative
group, or association, which corporation, cooperative group, or association is
sponsored by or otherwise intimately connected with a group of doctors li-
censed by the state of Washington or by a group of hospitals licensed by the
state of Washington; or doctor licensed by the state of Washington; or
group of doctors licensed by the state of Washington, who or which not
otherwise being engaged in the insurance business, accepts prepayment for
health care services from or for the benefit of persons or groups of persons
as consideration for providing such persons with any health care services.
The term also includes any corporation, cooperative group, or association,
sponsored by or otherwise intimately connected with a group of pharmacists

[ 667 1

Ch. 154



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1983

registered by the state of Washington; or any pharmacist, or group of phar-
macists, registered by the state of Washington; who or which not otherwise
being engaged in the insurance business, accepts prepayment for health care
services from or for the benefit of persons or groups of persons as consider-
ation for providing such persons with any hea'h care services.

(4) "Participant" means a doctor, hospital, or licensed pharmacy, drug
store or dispensary, who or which has contracted in writing with a health
care service contractor to accept payment from and to look solely to such
contractor according to the terms of the subscriber contract for any health
care services rendered to a person who has previously paid such contractor
for such services.

Sec. 4. Section 4, chapter 115, Laws of 1969 as amended by section 1,
chapter 127, Laws of 1979 and RCW 48.44.220 are each amended to read
as follows:

No health care service contractor shall deny coverage to any person
solely on account of race, religion, national origin, or the presence of any
sensory, mental, or physical handicap. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as limiting a health care service contractor's authority to deny or
otherwise limit coverage to a person when the person because of a medical
condition does not meet the essential eligibility requirements established by
the health care service contractor for purposes of determining coverage for
any person.

No health care service contractor shall refuse to provide reimbursement
or indemnity to any person for covered health care services for reasons that
the health care services were provided by a holder of a license under chapter
18.22 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. There is added to chapter 48.44 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

A health care service contractor which provides foot care services shall
not exclude any individual doctor who is licensed to perform podiatric
health care services from being a participant for reason that the doctor is
licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW. Rejections of requests by doctors to be
participants must be in writing stating the cause for the rejection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the Senate March 15, 1983.
Passed the House April 16, 1983.
Approved by the Governor April 23, 1983.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 23, 1983.
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