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(6) The thermal performance and design standards for dwellings as set
forth in RCW 19.27.210 through 19.27.290. This subsection shall be of no
further force and effect when RCW 19.27.200 through 19.27.290 expire as
provided in RCW 19.27.300.

In case of conflict among the codes enumerated in subsections (1), (2),
(3), and (4) of this section, the first named code shall govern over those
following.
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CHAPTER 102
[House Bill No. 1191

STATE PURCHASES-EMERGENCY PURCHASING PROVISIONS CLARIFIED

AN ACT Relating to state purchases; amending section 43.19.200, chapter 8, Laws of
1965 as amended by section II I, chapter 81, Laws of 1971 and RCW 43.19.200; amending
section 43.19.1906, chapter 8, Laws of 1965 as last amended by section I, chapter 141, Laws
of 1983 and RCW 43.19.1906; and creating a new section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the emergency
purchasing provisions of state law are being more liberally construed than
the legislature originally intended. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is
necessary to clarify the law as it pertains to emergency purchases and to
provide a mechanism for legislative oversight.

Sec. 2. Section 43.19.200, chapter 8, Laws of 1965 as amended by
section III, chapter 81, Laws of 1971 and RCW 43.19.200 are each
amended to read as follows:

(M) The governing authorities of the state's educational institutions, the
elective state officers, the supreme court, the court of appeals, the adminis-
trative and other departments of the state government, and all appointive
officers of the state, shall prepare estimates of the supplies required for the
proper conduct and maintenance of their respective institutions, offices, and
departments, covering periods to be fixed by the director, and forward them
to the director in accordance with his directions. No such authorities, offi-
cers, or departments, or any officer or employee thereof, may purchase any
article for the use of their institutions, offices, or departments, except in case
of ((ext~I-,- a.d immediate necesty. All ptisn making eineiIgeIncy pu t-

directon)) emergency purchases as provided in subsection (2) of this
section.

(2) The authorities, officers, and departments enumerated in subsection
(1) of this section may make emergency purchases in response to unforeseen

15141

Ch. 101



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1984

circumstances beyond the control of the agency which present a real, im-
mediate, and extreme threat to the proper performance of essential func-
tions or which may reasonably be expected to result in excessive loss or
damage to property, bodily injury, or loss of life. When an emergency pur-
chase is made, the agency head shall submit written notification of the pur-
chase, within three days of the purchase, to the director of general
administration. This notification shall contain a description of the purchase,
description of the emergency and the circumstances leading up to the emer-
gency, and an explanation of why the circumstances required an emergency
purchase.

(3) Purchases made for the state's educational institutions, the offices
of the elective state officers, the supreme court, the court of appeals, the
administrative and other departments of the state government, and the offi-
ces of all appointive officers of the stawe, shall be paid for out of the moneys
appropriated for supplies, material, and service of the respective institutions,
offices, and departments.

(4) The director of general administration shall submit, on an annual
basis, the written notifications required by subsection (2) of this section to
the legislative budget committee and the director of financial management.
The legislative budget committee shall review these notifications for com-
pliance with legislative intent.

Sec. 3. Section 43.19.1906, chapter 8, Laws of 1965 as last amended
by section 1, chapter 141, Laws of 1983 and RCW 43.19.1906 are each
amended to read as follows:

Insofar as practicable, all purchases and sales shall be based on com-
petitive bids, and a formal sealed bid procedure shall be used as standard
procedure for all purchases and contracts for purchases and sales executed
by the state purchasing and material control director and under the powers
granted by RCW 43.19.190 through 43.19.1939, as now or hereafter
amended. This requirement also applies to purchases and contracts for pur-
chases and sales executed by agencies, including educational institutions,
under delegated authority granted in accordance with provisions of RCW
43.19.190 as now or hereafter amended. However, formal sealed bidding is
not necessary for:

(1) Emergency purchases made pursuant to RCW 43.19.200 if the
sealed bidding procedure would prevent or hinder the emergency from being
met appropriately;

(2) Purchases not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars: PROVIDED,
That the state director of general administration shall establish procedures
to assure that purchases made by or on behalf of the various state agencies
shall not be made so as to avoid the twenty-five hundred dollar bid limita-
tion: PROVIDED FURTHER, That the state purchasing and material
control director is authorized to reduce this formal sealed bid limit of twen-
ty-five hundred dollars to a lower dollar amount for purchases by individual

15151

Ch. 102



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1984

state agencies, including purchases of specialized equipment, instructional,
and research materials by colleges and universities, if considered necessary
to maintain full disclosure of competitive procurement or otherwise to
achieve overall state efficiency and economy in purchasing and material
control. Quotations from four hundred dollars to t..,enty-five hundred dol-
lars shall be secured from enough vendors to assure establishment of a
competitive price. A record of competition for all such purchases from four
hundred dollars to twenty-five hundred dollars shall be documented for au-
dit purposes on a standard state form approved by the forms management
center under the provisions of RCW 43.19.510. Purchases up to four hun-
dred dollars may be made without competitive bids based on buyer experi-
ence and knowledge of the market in achieving maximum quality at
minimum cost: PROVIDED, That this four hundred dollar direct buy limit
without competitive bids may be increased incrementally as required to a
maximum of eight hundred dollars with the approval of at least ten of the
members of the state supply management advisory board, if warranted by
increases in purchasing costs due to inflationary trends;

(3) Purchases which are clearly and legitimately limited to a single
source of supply and purchases involving special facilities, services, or mar-
ket conditions, in which instances the purchase price may be best estab-
lished by direct negotiation;

(4) Purchases of insurance and bonds by the risk management office
under RCW 43.19.1935 as now or hereafter amended;

(5) Purchases and contracts for vocational rehabilitation clients of the
department of social and health services: PROVIDED, That this exemption
is effective only when the state purchasing and material control director,
after consultation with the director of the division of vocational rehabilita-
tion and appropriate department of social and health serv.ices procurement
personnel, declares that such purchases may be best executed through direct
negotiation with one or more suppliers in order to expeditiously meet the
special needs of the state's vocational rehabilitation clients; and

(6) Purchases by universities for hospital operation made by partici-
pating in contracts for materials, supplies, and equipment entered into by
cooperative hospital service organizations as defined in section 501(e) of the
Internal Revenue Code, or its successor.
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