
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1985

CHAPTER 146
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 33421

HORSE RACING

AN ACT Relating to horse racing; amending RCW 67.16.010, 67.16.020, 67.16.050, 67-
.16.060, 67.16.090, 67.16.100, 67.16.105, 67.16.130, 67.16.170, 67.16.175, 67.16.180, and 67-
.16.190; adding a new section to chapter 67.16 RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 1, chapter 55, Laws of 1933 as last amended by section

i, chapter 132, Laws of 1982 and RCW 67.16.010 are each amended to
read as follows:

Unless the context otherwise requires, words and phrases as used here-
in shall mean:

"Commission" shall mean the Washington horse racing commission,
hereinafter created.

"Person" shall mean and include individuals, firms, corporations and
associations.

"Race meet" shall mean and include any exhibition of thoroughbred,
quarter horse, paint horse, appaloosa horse racing, arabian horse racing, or
standard bred harness horse racing, where the parimutuel system is used.

Singular shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the sin-
gular; and words importing one gender shall be regarded as including all
other genders.

Sec. 2. Section 4, chapter 55, Laws of 1933 as amended by section 1,
chapter 32, Laws of 1982 and RCW 67.16.020 are each amended to read as
follows:

It shall be the duty of the commission, as soon as it is possible after its
organization, to prepare and promulgate a complete set of rules and regula-
tions to govern the race meets in this state. It shall determine and announce
the place, time and duration of race meets for which license fees are exact-
ed; and it shall be the duty of each person holding a license under the au-
thority of this chapter, and every owner, trainer, jockey, and attendant at
any race course in this state, to comply with all rules and regulations pro-
mulgated and all orders issued by the commission. It shall be unlawful for
any person to hold any race meet without having first obtained and having
in force and effect a license issued by the commission as in this chapter
provided; and it shall be unlawful for any owner, trainer or jockey to par-
ticipate in race meets in this state without first securing a license therefor
from the state racing commission, the fee for which shall be set by the
commission which shall offset the cost of administration and shall not be for
a period ((of ..-.om. thl1an tW)) exceeding three years.
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Sec. 3. Section 6, chapter 55, Laws of 1933 as last amended by section
2, chapter 32, Laps of 1982 and RCW 67.16.050 are each amended to read
as follows:

Every person making application for license to hold a race meet, under
the provisions of this chapter shall file an application with the commission
which shall set forth the time, the place, the number of days such meet will
continue, and such other information as the commission may require. The
commission shall be the sole judge of whether or not the race meet shall be
licensed and the number of days the meet shall continue. No person who
has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude shall be issued a
license, nor shall any license be issued to any person who has violated the
terms or provisions of this chapter, or any of the rules and regulations of the
commission made pursuant thereto, or who has failed to pay to the com-
mission any or all sums required under the provisions of this chapter. The
license shall specify the number of days the race meet shall continue and
the number of races per day, which shall be not less than six nor more than
((ten)) eleven, and for which a fee shall be paid daily in advance of five
hundred dollars for each day for those meets which had gross receipts from
parimutuel machines in excess of fifty million dollars in the previous year
and two hundred dollars for each day for meets which had gross receipts
from parimutuel machines at or below fifty million dollars in the previous
year; in addition any newly authorized race meets shall pay two hundred
dollars per day for the first year: PROVIDED, That if unforeseen obstacles
arise, which prevent the holding, or completion of any race meet, the license
fee for the meet, or for a portion which cannot be held may be refunded the
licensee, if the commission deems the reasons for failure to hold or complete
the race meet sufficient. Any unexpired license held by any person who vio-
lates any of the provisions of this chapter, or any of the rules or regulations
of the commission made pursuant thereto, or who fails to pay to the com-
mission any and all sums required under the provisions of this chapter, shall
be subject to cancellation and revocation by the commission. Such cancella-
tion shall be made only after a summary hearing before the commission, of
which three days' notice, in writing, shall be given the licensee, specifying
the grounds for the proposed cancellation, and at which hearing the licensee
shall be given an opportunity to be heard in opposition to the proposed
cancellation.

Sec. 4. Section 7, chapter 55, Laws of 1933 as amended by section I,
chapter 31, Laws of 1979 and RCW 67.16.060 are each amended to read as
follows:

(I) It shall be unlawful:
(a) To conduct pool selling, bookmaking, or to circulate hand books; or
(b) To bet or wager on any horse race other than by the parimutuel

method; or
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(c) For any licensee to take more than the percentage provided in
RCW 67.16.170; or

(d) For any licensee to compute breaks in the parimutuel system
otherwise than at ((five)) ten cents.

(2) Any wilful violation of the terms of this chapter, or of any rule,
regulation, or order of the commission shall constitute a gross misdemeanor
and when such violation is by a person holding a license under this chapter,
the commission may cancel the license held by the offender, and such can-
cellation shall operate as a forfeiture of all rights and privileges granted by
the commission and of all sums of money paid to the commission by the of-
fender; and the action of the commission in that respect shall be final.

(3) The commission shall have power to exclude from any and all race
courses of the state of Washington any person whom the commission deems
detrimental to the best interests of racing or any person who wilfully vio-
lates any of the provisions of this chapter or of any rule, regulation, or order
issued by the commission.

(4) Every race meet held in this state contrary to the provisions of this
chapter is hereby declared to be a public nuisance.

Sec. 5. Section 4, chapter 236, Laws of 1949 as last amended by sec-
tion 3, chapter 132, Laws of 1982 and RCW 67.16.090 are each amended
to read as follows:

In any race meet in which quarter horses, thoroughbred horses,
appaloosa horses, standard bred harness horses, paint horses, or arabian
horses participate((, Ul, liUyhomes of til si- bd slhall bL allUWe to cor-

pete in ..... idiidul ,m,)) horses of different breeds may be allowed to
compete in the same race if such mixed races are so designated in the rac-
ing conditions.

Sec. 6. Section I, chapter 16, Laws of 1980 and RCW 67.16.100 are
each amended to read as follows:

In addition to the license fees required by this chapter, the licensee
shall pay to the commission the percentages of the gross receipts of all pa-
rimutuel machines at each race meet in accordance with RCW 67.16.105,
which sums shall be paid daily to the commission.

All sums paid to the commission, together with all sums collected for
license fees under the provisions of this chapter, shall be disposed of by the
commission as follows: Twenty-two percent thereof shall be retained by the
commission for the payment of the salaries of its members, secretary, cleri-
cal, office, and other help and all expenses incurred in carrying out the pro-
visions of this chapter. No salary, wages, expenses, or compensation of any
kind shall be paid by the state in connection with the work of the commis-
sion. ((Of t.. iniing. ehty peLrcet, f, ty-sevei)) Forty percent shall,
on the next business day following the receipt thereof, be paid to the state
treasurer to be deposited in the general fund, and three percent shall, on the
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next business day following the receipt thereof, be paid to the state treasur-
er, who is hereby made cx officio treasurer of a fund to be known as the
"state trade fair fund" which shall be maintained as a separate and inde-
pendent fund, and made available to the director of commerce and eco-
nomic development for the sole purpose of assisting state trade fairs. ((T-he
remainingi)) Thirty-five percent shall be paid to the state treasurer, who is
hereby made ex officio treasurer of a fund to be known as the "fair fund,"
which shall be maintained as a separate and independent fund outside of the
state treasury, and made available to the director of agriculture for the sole
purpose of assisting fairs in the manner provided in Title 15 RCW. Any
moneys collected or paid to the commission under the terms of this chapter
and not expended at the close of the fiscal biennium shall be paid to the
state treasurer and be placed in the general fund. The cnmm'ssion may,
with the approval of the office of financial management, retain any sum re-
quired for working capital.

Sec. 7. Section 6, chapter 31, Laws of 1979 as amended by section 3,
chapter 32, Laws of 1982 and RCW 67.16.105 are each amended to read as
follows:

(((!) .. ..... " 1 1 ~tb rl~kl1 rV g = fptlO ll ;1 11 tE
-hn_ • ...... L -,n-- ,- five ...d... t u sand dlla - f , .. ..h author

i;ed day of mcng thlicese shall paly to tIeU commisisionu dnily fou, and
unII-lhalf pcl..lilt of thC giuzl ipts tip to tile fir1 4 five. ilunid tliuoii

daily of all pai tI i t au ine at each ai e UllI U t. All UUUits Oli execs, O

fivc hulded thus~and dollars ~a ll be p- daily at the rate of five. puiu=llt.

(2) For rc llets which hx S ICUpts Of *O patll IIIULI nia-

chiinlU fromtt fbu hunidred tiiuu~,and orne dollain. to five hiundred thus~and

dollars fi each. .uthiu . .day Of M. . ., t ... l c t h al pay to tile.....
ission daily fu peUcienIU t U F t le,. o, sU Uilept uF all pa .mt t3 j Machines

a t ... . .. .. .......

(3 ) Fo Uin inecl l ts .L'-wich. .tV ....e poUs i-cept s o al pajoU-' I utt: IlU = Ina,-t

UiiintI. frouti thme hud ie~dd thus~and oIIe duilat s to foUr t 1 ed thusit
dolars f.. c.... au .t iz d day f i.. is, h li e s_ sh- all pay to the .....

Inisll,; daily I I U I lU ad t-lU UI . .U I lE U Iperen IF t. as c s ll p

tut l ci d ... t . a..h ce. mee..

(4) For ruu incets.t whic. h.a e i.. _ s ccipt of Lill pa__....t .. i. it_-
chiiics-from, two hanild fifty thun~aind onei dolinis to three~ htundred thou-

Siand dolla.s fo, tc ardtmizu d day of mcng the fiUetsUU shll pay to tir

comm isi daily thre lp1Uti t of te t gross IcIptsof all paI l Iltut l I -

Uincs at cach acLeL i, t.

(5) Fa, mce me.L ets= which i ..... J J tS LLipt_ Of .. Il pil iiI- tL .... -

chtines;; fioUrn two huII Ud IUd thousanid dUllars to two hUdi IU fifty tItusaId

dollars f.r e., authutid day of racing, th, lien.see, h' pay to -i co-
iioutu daily two perent th t uo UUcipts afall pa.imunttuel nichirrei at

each race nrct.
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(6) For ac 1 1K,.ts which h ave gio;s ,.,pt f all pai imutu, ...-

en , t.i S... ..... .. ..h. pay to tile . .. . .. .. ... .. d pyLI o fl
goss teceipts of il, the . . . . .... l ,, ,ah,, ine at l race mect.)) The li-
censee shall pay to the commission daily for each authorized day of racing
the following applicable percentage of all daily gross receipts from ali pari-
mutuel machines at each race meet:

(I) One-half percent of the daily gross receipts, if the daily gross re-
ceipts are two hundred thousand dollars or less;

(2) One percent of the daily gross receipts, if the daily gross receipts
are two hundred thousand one dollars to four hundred thousand dollars; and

(3) Four percent of the daily gross receipts if the daily gross receipts
are four hundred thousand one dollars or more.

Sec. 8. Section 2, chapter 94, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 4, chapter 32, Laws of 1982 and RCW 67.16.130 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of chapter 67.16
RCW, the commission may license race meets which are nonprofit in na-
ture, of ten days or less, and which have an average daily handle of one
hundred twenty thousand dollars or less, at a daily licensing fee of ten dol-
lars ((and a paym-,ent to tl, coininissi of on,, uent Of t., KS, , -ecipts

of all paiiniutuul puuls duruin iau ace nice )), and the sponsoring non-
profit association shall be exempt from any other fees as provided for in
chapter 67.16 RCW or by rule or regulation of the commission: PROVID-
ED. That the commission on or after January 1, 1971 may deny the appli-
cation for a license to conduct a racing meet by a nonprofit association, if
same shall be determined not to be a nonprofit association by the
Washington state racing commission.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of chapter 67.16
RCW the licensees of race meets which are nonprofit in nature, of ten days
or less, and which have an average daily handle of one hundred twenty
thousand dollars or less, shall ((be p ,. .. .t ,perotutt,, in Fr rcent of
tlle g:iaO r eeipl$ ts v all a i_ __. ....... ls d_ _g Ji... ince -meet; excepIt that

L1ULIc aces at such nie,,cs shall be p....tted to retahn. additioal oiiu
percenK~lt of till, rlposs IKceIptL Uall paliiinutila ls diing Such, exot~ic i accs

witl tle addtUional ,ic.taad amunt,. useud For W hI¥linLon blid bi UUdUI
naiwdU,, ,,Ut tU ,ALJ LWee ,ity pc, t, f the wiIllu , shnia Uf tUI, puis ,.

Ai,,y , tiU, of th, ein,,r of the oie pei- cent i--ay bu.u... to sippoi t th
I,,uIal PUi, l .titctue uu f tlhe Iace ,, eet, eAxLpt that all sucl increased uv,-

enic to. thli., tlo;l, be aed Fi, ul , will bU inl addLtu oU d will ui
supplant t ututommy puiseK, sutitire b..w. .a..tik and pniiipat-

qui1e1,as, t....tas, gild exactas. Etuic races are subject to the appiuval o
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the oImissi; o)) withhold and shall pay daily to the commission the per-
centages authorized by RCW 67.16.105, 67.16.170, and 67.16.175.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of chapter 67.16
RCW or any rule promulgated by the commission, no license for a race
meet which is nonprofit in nature, of ten days or less, and which has an av-
erage daily handle of one hundred twenty thousand dollars or less, shall be
denied for the reason that the applicant has not installed an electric pari-
mutuel tote board.

(4) As a condition to the reduction in fees as provided for in subsection
(I) hereof, all fees charged to horse owners, trainers, or jockeys, or any
other fee charged for a permit incident to the running of such race meet
shall be retained by the commission as reimbursement for its expenses in-
curred in connection with the particular race meet.

Sec. 9. Section 5, chapter 31, Laws of 1979 as amended by section 1,
chapter 228, Laws of 1983 and RCW 67.16.170 are each amended to read
as follows:

(((--))) Race meets which have gross receipts of all parimatuel ma-
chines ((avL i i . thanl fie l 1 1d II d thusIand dll ¢I)) for each
authorized day of racing may retain the following from the daily gross re-
ceipts of all parimutuel machines:

(((n) .. .. .... first five.. ... .dr.d th .d dollars)) (1) On a daily
handle of two hundred thousand dollars or less, the licensee ((,,nay)) shall
retain ((ten aid one-hafl)) fourteen and one-half percent of such gross re-
ceipts; ((mad

(2) On a daily handle of two hundred thousand one dollars to four hundred
thousand dollars, the licensee shall retain fourteen percent of such gross re-
ceipts; and

(3) On a daily handle of four hundred thousand one dollars or more,
the licensee ((rray)) shall retain ((ten)) eleven percent of such gross
receipts.

(((2) Rnc ni1 ets which hiave o ~iecep oF all pli inintuel mine"lII

enc. atihoi ue day of jain iiiy ietain clevenI jJLI cir f1i 111 su'lh VMS

(3) Rac nice.a which, h~a~. i u .~Piz of all pai ;iiutuel miaJ,;ini

f ( ... ..... authid day f ,I ii tain v aid one-hlf pre

(4) Race meets which ha - )i S leLe; ts vF all paIimutud 1 ichine

dollars f. authorized dy of "g may eaIII l l

SIch ... S 1 -- J -J .. .. Jci t OF- ally_ pal in u l -ach i. J_ I. .. . -I.. .1-.
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fron \ t handid thlIusand dcllm to two hdr d fity thlou Iid dIlla,
bi ecll atithmiILd day of i-ail iiiay ieaii thite.n&II JercenLILt fiil such

giU Ios jJL , 0it f ally PaIi lluu all
(6) Rac iiiets which. ...v, , gross ......... i a pnl. utuc. .in..in. .

s train two luIdz, d thousi, id dollars f0 e1. nutze,..d day of nchig
m;ay ietai, fourtee peiceiti from., si.,, gross receipts of any p.,,,-utue,

(7) Of the aniou. .... .......d On subscti (I) t,ou . (6) of t..
tiU-, at least u .-haIr of oii petI cct llall be Ut;lid to suppoi t tIIl gLI n!

pimfe shctl udie of th - - neet; except lint, all such incr asd ievenzu tu

,, li en. to bL tilucd r6 ptimcs wil b in addition to and will not sup-
plit the custollaly puie sti-etur ... .twee ie ... aks and pa-tp; atiii
IioizIIzI. An 1 addt tinl oIze-hillf of oiae peIr.Int ldall U UtiU I lF0i.n-

te ui cc uoft! tE -uu fcu., pika ai an, d Li traiing anid barn ffinii-

tie y por ion, of the perclaLge foi iiiainte,-iaiue not imu'sa,-y fo . .
puiposes inay bu utilzud to suppoti the geieiu , pui se stitIctuic of t-u.
meet.))

Sec. 10. Section 1, chapter 135, Laws of 1981 and RCW 67.16.175 are
each amended to read as follows:

(1)(a) or the daily gross receipts of all parimutuel machines from
wagers on exotic races ((aften May 12, 198, an addiion.al on )) two and
one-half percent on races requiring two selections and three and one-half
percent on races requiring three or more selections shall be retained and be
forwarded to the state treasurer daily and deposited in the general fund of
the state.

(b) In addition to the amounts authorized to be retained in RCW 67-
.16.170, race meets may retain an additional ((two)) three percent of the
daily gross receipts of all parimutuel machines from wagers on exotic races
requiring two selections to be used as provided in subsection((s)) (2) ((aid
3))) of this section.

(((2) Or tellUt In. tlld tnied Udu I uction ()(b)of) 0 this sec;ion
For ace llluuL,, thos ace ineets whi Jave poss receipt of all pa _ t1i t.

Mlachines aveigig n-more hnl. IlvulI 011d_ hun ld hoUsald dUlla r fG1 ih-atit-

ouzd day uF ia iii

nwiI, Lut o.ex.eed twenty peirceit of the wvilnliu sha of t111e pulau.

(b) Fit y--Fou p.Ill 11 U0t tO uMud two tliousaid five h 0BduId do-
I p, ia illg a .. ,_a l e .... Fr f p.... i-lp ovul.... . ts , ;i luding but
not hm1tcd t tu iffice uz fuz..u, parking area, aid iraiiingi azid L .11 and

(c) An1y poitio1 of te eriniainiiig two percent -ay be .use to suppurt
the generual purse ~L utitm af tire race liu.t, exce.pt thlat all1 Such. inle ased

I uvunie to tlhu l.uc to be tised Fu1 puzmus will be in addition to and will
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ot supplat tile c.uuiii ii se ti ii uctuet bwlit i ce tiack an a ti i

pating hoisemern

.... i .ts, a.......... t s which have p jeceipts of all pa ttiL
Machie aveit ti five lundi d thusand dullas ot less f each .u uto -

ied dny of r a
(a) .rt.y-five.. p i.. .t ..all be.. u. . fu , W .int on br. d . . ..

,u aia, inot to excee tvveity pe.rcent of" tiil ...Miii .'-s shm- of. th 0 P "-ui .i

(u) A-,y putLuti uf the niniain twu p ,c.-t tity be uedLu o uppot
tle glljl al pui dsc Us Ul u Uf e o tlc , ic rt, except that all ucI u, eased

rv.nue, to tihe le,.l to b. used fu- puiss well be ii addtin to atid wll
ItUi supplaitt tlle o ustUarty put no lbo etUt ULWoI I tid aokdJ a dlpatic"

pag hoseirrm.
(4) As usd in this sectin, "cxUo t aces" tttoaij daily duubtm,

tutiollas, ti ,fltnis, and ttd ta.. L ExoAUl ,aoo are subjlt to the approval u

(c) In addition to the amounts authorized to be retained in RCW 67-
.16.170, race meets may retain an additional six percent of the daily gross
receipts of all parimutuel machines from wagers on exotic races requiring
three or more selections to be used as provided in subsection (2) of this
section.

(2) Of the amounts retained in subsection (i) (b) and (c) of this see-
'ion, one percent shall be used for Washington-bred breeder awards, not to
exceed twenty percent of the winner's share of the purse.

(3) Any portion of the remaining moneys retained in subsection (I) (b)
and (c) of this section shall be shared equally by the race track and partici-
pating horsemen. The amount shared by participating horsemen shall be in
addition to and shall not supplant the customary purse structure between
race tracks and participating horsemen.

(4) As used in this section, "exotic races" means any multiple wager.
Exotic races are subject to approval of the commission.

Sec. 11. Section 14, chapter 2, Laws of 1983 and RCW 67.16.180 are
each amended to read as follows:

(((1) Race ittob u of twenty-five.y. o, leb,, which t uti AL)' pitcc.ft

juat, homes atd/ti Appaloosa trae and/or Arabian a^, tiay i otui
founte percentt Fromn the gios cept to o f aiy paii uttiul miacine;, except

ti.. t.i.. a a... .t s m_ t s sh_1 all be pe tte. d Lo tain it _ .ddit.oal

UtniI, ie,itt f the g, o teeip uf all pa ittulI pllUtlll ,, ucl,, h ett

unaoo W1 ith tle additiuial rstained amunt useod fut Vvlngtortbred bi
e,- awad ds, not to oexced t Lty ptrcentt of l wt,,,, t .,,.,ate of tile put-o.
Ay potion of t ..l nitdt uf tlh one petcent t,,ay be used to Upport th
gene, a! puirs sititut ouf the t ace met, except that all such uttot .a.. d t, -

nue to 0  lic..,,i.. tu be used ful putmos will be in addition Lu atd will iot
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SIppnt t _the -o " purse -tm be..tut... r..c.. a k.. and pa.. icpat-

quinllas, t~iets an xtiJ taC1.L. Exotic. av..s are su e to tine appr oval ol
til C ilI 1. is.l

(2) For race meets~ of twenty-five days or les, wich lunl sixty peicent
LjudIte.l horse aiid/, Appaloosa ince aiid/, rabian incs t licensee

siall pay to tle coiiission daily oue,, peiit oF t'.. gn receipts of all
jitjaIIIutuII lll illlines at e.ach nce i llIt. Sulh Uln pilrcti s.lllil be. paid

dail-.))

Sec. 12. Section 3, chapter 70, Laws of 1981 and RCW 67.16.190 are
each amended to read as follows:

Upon written application to the commission by a licensee holding a
race meet, and approval by the commission, the licensee may conduct the
sale of parimutuel pools on in-state or out-of-state televised or simulcast
races of ((the, Ken..tuk.y, De.1b,, f, 1cik 1 s a,,d Belmon11t meia )) national or
regional interest: PROVIDED, That the sale of such parimutuel pools shall
be conducted only within the enclosure of the licensee's race course and only
during the conduct of a race meet in the state of Washington by said
licensee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 67.16
RCW to read as follows:

Only breeders or owners of Washington-bred horses are eligible to de-
mand and receive a breeder's award, an owner's bonus or both. The com-
mission shall promulgate rules and regulations to certify Washington-bred
horses. In setting standards to. certify horses as Washington-bred, the com-
mission shall seek the advice of and consult with industry, including (I) the
Washington Horse Breeders' Association, for thoroughbreds; (2) the
Washington State Standardbred Association, for standardbred harness
horses; (3) the Northern Racing Quarter Horse Association, for quarter
horses; (4) the Washington State Appaloosa Racing Association, for
appaloosas; and (5) the Washington State Arabian Horse Racing Associa-
tion, for arabian horses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. If any provisions or application of any pro-
visions of this chapter are invalidated by a court of law, the remainder of
the chapter shall not be affected.

Passed the Senate April 15, 1985.
Passed the House April II, 1985.
Approved by the Governor April 25, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 25, 1985.
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