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NEW SECTION. Scc. 8. This chapter shall not be considered as di-
minishing or affecting the authority of a county to adopt and enforce pro-
grams or controls, within all or a portion of the county, to deal with
nonpoint pollution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act shall consti-
tute a new chapter in Title 90 RCW,
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CHAPTER 418

[Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1078]
PRESCHOOL STATE EDUCATION AND ASSISTANCE PROGRAM——EARLY
CHILDHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT

AN ACT Relulmg to carly childhood cducation and assistance; crealmg new scctions; and
providing an expiration date.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. I. It is the intent of the legislature to establish
a preschool state education and assistance program. This special assistance
program is a voluntary enrichment program to help prepare some children
to enter the common school system and shall be offered only as funds are
available. This program is not a part of the basic program of education
which must be fully funded by the legislature under Article 1X, section 1 of
the state Constitution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Unless the context clearly requires other-
wise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Advisory committee” means the advisory committee under section
5 of this act,

(2) "At risk" means a child at least four years of age and not eligible
for kindergarten whose family circumstances would qualify that child for
cligibility under the federal head start program.

(3) "Department” means the department of community development.

(4) "Eligible child" means an at-risk child as defined in this section
who is not a participant in a federal or state program providing like educa-
tional services and may include children who are eligible under rules adopt-
ed by the department if the number of such children equals not more than
ten percent of the total enrollment in the preschool program.

(5) "Approved preschool programs" means those state-supported edu-
cation and special assistance programs which are recognized by the depart-
ment of community development as meeting the minimum program rules
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adopted by the department to qualify under this chapter and are designated
as eligible for funding by the department under sections 7 and 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The department of community development
shall administer a state-supported preschoo! education and assistance pro-
gram to assist cligible children with educational, social, health, nutritional,
and cultural development to enhance their opportunity for success in the
common school system. Eligible children shall be admitted to approved pre-
school programs to the extent that the legislature provides funds.

NEW SECTION. Secc. 4. Approved preschool programs shall rececive
state—funded support through the department. School districts, and existing
head start grantees in cooperation with school districts, are eligible to par-
ticipate as providers of the state preschool program. School districts may
contract with other governmental or nongovernmental nonsectarian organi-
zations to conduct a portion of the state program. Funds appropriated for
the state program shall be used to establish new or expanded preschool pro-
grams, and shall not be used to supplant federally supported head start
programs. Persons applying to conduct the preschool program shall identify
targeted groups to be served, program components, the qualifications of in-
structional and special staff, facilities and equipment support, and transpor-
tation and personal care arrangements.

NEW SECTION. Scc. 5. The department shall establish an advisory
committece composed of interested parents and representatives from the
state board of education, the office of the superintendent of public instruc-
tion, the division of children and family services within the department of
social and health services, carly childhood education and development staff
preparation programs, the head start programs, school districts, and such
other organizations as deemed necessary by the department to assist with
the establishment of the preschool program.

NEW _SECTION. Sec. 6. The department shall adopt rules under
chapter 34.04 RCW for the establishment of the preschool program, not
later than six months after the effective date of this act. Federal head start
program criteria, to the extent practicable, shall be considered as guidelines
for the state preschool early childhood assistance program.

The department in developing rules for the preschool program shall
consult with the advisory committee, and shall consider such factors as co-
ordination with existing head start and other preschool programs, the prep-
aration necessary for instructors, qualifications of instructors, adequate
space and equipment, and special transportation needs. The rules shall spe-
cifically require the preschool programs to provide for parental involvement
at a level not less than that provided under the federal head start program
criteria.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The department shall review applications re-
ceived within nine months after the effective date of this act, and designate
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those programs eligible to commence operation within two months of such
date.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The governor shall report to the legislature
before the convening of the regular session of the legislature which com-
mences after at least a year from the eflective date of this act, on the merits
of continuing and expanding the preschool program or instituting other
means of providing carly childhood development assistance. The office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall assist the governor in the prepara-
tion of the report and shall be consulted on all issues addressed in said re-
port. This report shall consider the experiences of federal and state
preschool programs and address the preschool education recommendations
submitted to the legislature during 1985.

If the governor recommends the continuation of a state—funded pre-
school program, then the governor's report shall include specific recommen-
dations on at least the following issues:

(1) The desired relationships of a state-funded preschool education and
assistance program with the common school system;

(2) The types of children and their needs that the program should
serve;

(3) The appropriatc level of state support for implementing a compre-
hensive preschool education and assistance program for all eligible children,
including related programs to prepare instructors and provide facilities,
equipment, and transportation;

(4) The state administrative structure necessary to implement the pro-
gram; and

(5) The establishment of a system to examine and monitor the effec-
tiveness of preschool educational and assistance services for disadvantaged
children to measure, among other elements, if possible, how the children
completing this program compare to the average level of performance of all
state students in their grade level, and to those at-risk students who do not
have access to this program. The evaluation system shall examine how the
percentage of these children needing access to special education or remedial
programs compares to the overall percentage of children needing such ser-
vices and compares to the percentage of at-risk students who do not have
access to this program needing such services.

NEW SECTION. Scc. 9. For the duration of this act, the department
may award state support under sections | through 7 of this act to increase
the numbers of cligible children assisted by the federal or state-supported
preschool programs in this state by up to five thousand additional children.
Priority shall be given to groups in those geographical arcas which include a
high percentage of families qualifying under the federal "at risk" criteria.
The overall program funding level shall be based on an average grant of no
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more than two thousand seven hundred dollars per child to cover all pro-
gram costs: PROVIDED, That programs addressing special needs of select-
ed groups or communities shall be recognized in the department's rules.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The department from funds appropriated
for the administration of the program under this act shall reimburse the
expenses of the advisory committee.

NEW SECTION. Scc. 11. The department may solicit gifts, grants,
conveyances, bequests and devises for the use or benefit of the preschool
state education and assistance program cstablished by this act. The depart-
ment shall actively solicit support from business and industry and from the
federal government for the preschool state education and assistance
program.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill number, is not provided by the legislature by
July 1, 1987, this act shall be null and void. This act shall be of no effect
until such specific funding is provided. If such funding is so provided, this
act shall take effect when the legislation providing the funding takes cffect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. This act shall be known as the early child-
hood assistance act of 1985.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is nol
affected.

NEW SECTION., Sec. 15. Sections | through 11 of this act shall ex-
pire two years after the effective date of this act.
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CHAPTER 419

[Substitute House Bill No. 805]
TEACHERS——TRAINING IN CHILD ABUSE ISSUES——PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
SCHOOLS CURRICULUM

AN ACT Relating to teacher cducation; amending RCW 28A.02.201 and 28A.05.010;
adding a new scction to chapter 28A.04 RCW; adding a new scction to chapter 28A.71 RCW;
and creating new scctions.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Scc. 1. A ncw scction is added to chapter 28A.04
RCW to read as follows:
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