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of acquisitioi t P, ,, plue OxAriptio, f61)) property tax exemption for
property taxes due and payable the following year. If the owner has paid
taxes ((alloa..bl.. t that 1 ptin uf the yea. subs.ii t tet.. n of a.-

4Uikiti~, ,.1 c.iii)) for the year following the year the property quali-
fied for exemption, the owner is entitled to a ((pro-ratn)) refund of the
amount paid on the property so acquired or converted.

Passed the House February 9, 1988.
Passed the Senate March 4, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 18, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 18, 1988.

CHAPTER 132
[Senate Bill No. 5667]

UNCLAIMED PERSONAL PROPERTY HELD BY CITY POLICE AUTHORITIES-
DISPOSITION PROCEDURE

AN ACT Relating to unclaimed personal property; anrl aimending RCW 63.32.010, 63-
.32.020, 63.40.010, and 63.40.020.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. I. Section 1, chapter 100, Laws of 1925 ex. sess. as last amended

by section 2, chapter 154, Laws of 1981 and RCW 63.32.010 are each
amended to read as follows:

Whenever any personal property shall come into the possessiop of the
police authorities of any city in connection with the official performance of
their duties and said personal property shall remain unclaimed or not taken
away for a period of sixty days from date of written notice to the owner
thereof, if known, which notice shall inform the owper of the disposition
which may be made of the property under this section auid the time that the
owner has to claim the property and in all other cases for a period of sixty
days from the time said property came into the possession of the police de-
partment, unless said property has been held as evidence in any court, then,
in that event, after sixty days from date when said case has been finally
disposed of and said property released as evidence by order of the court,
said city may:

(1) At any time thereafter sell said personal property at public auction
to the highest and best bidder for cash in the manner hereinafter provided;

(2) Retain the property for the use of the police department subject to
giving notice in the manner prescribed in RCW 63.32.020 and the right of
the owner, or the owner's legal representative, to reclaim the property with-
in one year after receipt of notice, without compensation for ordinary wear
and tear if, in the opinion of the chief of police, the property consists of
firearms or other items specifically usable in law enforcement work: PRO-
VIDED, That at the end of each calendar year during which there has been
such a retention, the police department shall provide the city's mayor or
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council and retain for public inspection a list of such retained items and an
estimation of each item's replacement value;

(3) Destroy an item of personal property at the discretion of the chief
of police if the chief of police determines that the following circumstances
have occurred:

(a) ((T e i.. m.u . bei... ... . po. ..i. f the police d .pai t. .t f
a Ve, id of at least oe yuai fzuin the tini of fi. st possii by t1he dcpai .

ment)) The property has no substantial commercial value, or the probable
cost of sale exceeds the value of the piuy,;rty;

(b) The item has been unclaimed by any person after notice procedures
have been met, as prescribed in ((RCW 63.32.020)) this section; and

(c) The chief of police has determined that the item is unsafe and un-
able to be made safe for use by any member of the general public; ((or))

(4) If the item is not unsafe or illegal to possess or sell, such item, after
satisfying the notice requirements as prescribed in RCW 63.32.020, may be
offered by the chief of police to bona fide dealers, in trade for law enforce-
ment equipment, which equipment shall be treated as retained property for
purpose of annual listing requirements of subsection (2) of this section;or

(5) If the item is not unsafe or illegal to possess or sell, but has been,
or may be used, in the judgment of the chief of police, in a manner that is
illegal, such item may be destroyed,

Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 100, Laws of 1925 ex. sess. and RCW 63-
.32.020 are each amended to read as follows:

Before said personal property shall be sold, ((if , ' . u ..a.d addu
of the owne. the reof .. known, at least ten Jays' notic of such sale shal be

giv fehi . t,.. pe ...rsonally i by leaving a wrtten notice at his . a..d. .
place of don buins with suuizu pjeisu, of suitable ag aisd d iuuie thuiz

not known,)) a notice of such sale fixing the time and place thereof which
shall be at a suitable place, which will be noted in the advertisement for
sale, and containing a description of the property to be sold shall be pub-
lished at least once in the official newspaper of said city at least ten days
prior to the date fixed for said sale. The notice shall be signed by the chief
or other head of the police department of such city. If the owner fails to re-
claim said property prior to the time fixed for the sale in such notice, the
chief or other head of the police department shall conduct said sale and sell
the property described in the notice at public auction to the highest and best
bidder for cash, and upon payment of the amount of such bid shall deliver
the said property to such bidder.

Sec. 3. Section 1, chapter 104, Laws of 1961 as last amended by sec-
tion 3, chapter 154, Laws of 1981 and RCW 63.40.010 are each amended
to read as follows:

Whenever any personal property, other than vehicles governed by
chapter 46.52 RCW, shall come into the possession of the sheriff of any
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county in connection with the official performance of his duties and said
personal property shall remain unclaimed or not taken away for a period of
sixty days from date of written notice to the owner thereof, if known, which
notice shall inform the owner of the disposition which may be made of the
property under this section and the time that the owner has to claim the
property and in all other cases for a period of sixty days from the time said
property came into the possession of the sheriff's office, unless said property
has been held as evidence in any court, then, in that event, after sixty days
from date when said case has been finally disposed of and said property re-
leased as evidence by order of the court, said county sheriff may:

(1) At any time thereafter sell said personal property at public auction
to the highest and best bidder for cash in the manner hereinafter provided;

(2) Retain the property for the use of the sheriff's office subject to giv-
ing notice in the manner prescribed in RCW 63.40.020 and the right of the
owner, or his or her legal representative, to reclaim the property within one
year after the receipt of notice, without compensation for ordinary wear and
tear if, in the opinion of the county sheriff, the property consists of firearms
or other items specifically usable in law enforcement work: PROVIDED,
That at the end of each calendar year during which there has been such a
retention, the sheriff shall provide the county's executive or legislative au-
thority and retain for public inspection a list of such retained items and an
estimation of each item's replacement value;

(3) Destroy an item o; personal property at the discretion of the county
sheriff if the county sheriff determines that the following circumstances
have occurred:

(a) ((Tl 11e tet has been.. .. . i . t...... p....i f these. ff' of f a
per id of at Ikat UII yea, fir . tlh.- I f flut possession by tile U

The property has no substantial commercial value, or the probable cost of
sale exceeds the value of the property;

(b) The item has been unclaimed by any person after notice procedures
have been met, as prescribed in ((RCW 63.40.020)) this section; and

(c) The county sheriff has determined that the item is unsafe and un-
able to be made safe for use by any member of the general public; ((or))

(4) If the item is not unsafe or illegal to possess or sell, such item, after
satisfying the notice requirements as prescribed in RCW 63.40.020, may be
offered by the county sheriff to bona fide dealers, in trade for law enforce-
ment equipment, which equipment shall be treated as retained property for
purpose of annual listing requirements of subsection (2) of this section; or

(5) If the item is not unsafe or illegal to possess or sell, but has been,
or may be used, in the discretion of the county sheriff, in a manner that is
illegal, such item may be destroyed.

Sec. 4. Section 2, chapter 104, Laws of 1961 and RCW 63.40.020 are
each amended to read as follows:
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Before said personal property shall be sold, ((if .... ,aaie ad .......
of the ownii,L thereof be kno.twn, at least ten days'ntice of suchI sale shn!! be

givenI irnl eitheg petsUonally o, by' leaving at MiitC11 ----- tice nthi lll ide-c- oK I I .

Ueiet o.i erployLX the..1,.11 or uif the~ narnei u, i sidencte of jt.. uwiit..b

not-known,)) a notice of such sale fixing the time and place thereof which
shall be at a suitable place, which will be noted in the advertisement for
sale, and containing a description of the property to be sold shall be pub-
lished at least once in an official newspaper in said county at least ten days
prior to the date fixed for said sale. The notice shall be signed by the sheriff
or his deputy. If the owner fails to reclaim said property prior to the time
fixed for the sale in such notice, the sheriff or his deputy shall conduct said
sale and sell the property described in the notice at public auction to the
highest and best bidder for cash, and upon payment of the amount of such
bid shall deliver the said property to such bidder.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1988.
Passed the House February 29, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 18, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 18, 1988.

CHAPTER 133
[House Bill No. 12781

WEED CONTROL IN LAKES

AN ACT Relating to the removal of weeds front lakes; and adding a new section to
chapter 90.24 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. I. A new section is added to chapter 90.24

RCW to read as follows:
A superior court may continue its jurisdiction over weed control in

those lakes that had been under the court's jurisdiction for such purposes
prior to July 28, 1985. The continuing jurisdiction of a superior court for
such weed control purposes shall be subject to the provisions of chapter 90-
.24 RCW in the same manner as the continuing jurisdiction of a superior
court over the maintenance of lake water levels.

The superior court shall hold hearings under RCW 90.24.040 whenever
subsequent petitions are filed with it concerning weed control on a lake over
which it has continuing jurisdiction for weed control purposes. If the court
finds that the weed control proposals are in the best interests of the abutting
property owners, it shall determine what measures should be taken to ac-
complish these objectives, the probable annual cost thereof, and by its order
apportion the cost among the persons whose property abuts on the lake in
proportion to the lineal feet of waterfront owned by each, which sum shall
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