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(13) Upon receipt of such report the law enforcement agency may ar-
range to interview the person making the report and any collate-al sources
to determine if any malice is involved in the reporting.
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CHAPTER 23
[House Bill No. 12491

MARINE PLASTIC DEBRIS ACTION PLAN

AN ACT Relating to plastic in the marine environment; adding a new chapter to Title 79
RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. I. The legislature finds that the public health

and safety is threatened by an increase in the amount of plastic garbage
being deposited in the waters and on the shores of the state. To address this
growing problem, the commissioner of public lands appointed the marine
plastic debris task force which presented a state action plan in October
1988. It is necessary for the state of Washington to implement the action
plan in order to:

(1) Cleanup and prevent further pollution of the state's waters and
aquatic lands;

(2) Increase public awareness;
(3) Coordinate federal, state, local, and private efforts;
(4) Foster the stewardship of the aquatic lands of the state.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. As used in this chapter:
(1) "Department" means the department of natural resources.
(2) "Action plan" means the marine plastic debris action plan of Oc-

tober 1988 as presented to the commissioner of public lands by the marine
plastic debris task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The department shall have the authority to
coordinate implementation of the plan with appropriate state agencies in-
cluding the parks and recreation commission and the departments of ecolo-
gy, fisheries, and wildlife. The department is authorized to promulgate, in
consultation with affected agencies, the necessary rules to provide for the
cleanup and to prevent pollution of the waters of the state and aquatic lands
by plastic and other marine debris.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The department may enter into intergovern-
mental agreements with federal or state agencies and agreements with pri-
vate parties deemed necessary by the department to carry out the provisions
of this chapter.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The department is the designated agency to
coordinate implementation of the action plan and is authorized to hire such
employees as are necessary to coordinate the plan among state and federal
agencies, the private sector, and interested public groups and organizations.
The department is authorized to contract, through an open bidding process,
with interested parties to act as the information clearinghouse for marine
plastic debris related issues.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The department is authorized to accept, re-
ceive, disburse, and administer grants or funds or gifts from any source in-
cluding private individuals, public entities, and the federal government to
supplement the funds hereby appropriated to carry out the purposes of this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections I through 6 of this act shall consti-
tute a new chapter in Title 79 RCW.

Passed the House March 9, 1989.
Passed the Senate March 31, 1989.
Approved by the Governor April 18, 1989.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 18, 1989.

CHAPTER 24
ISenate Bill No. 50371

DOMESTIC INSURERS-BOARDS OF DIRECTORS-NATIONALITY
REQUIREMENTS

AN ACT Relating to directors of domestic insurers; and amending RCW 48.07.050.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section .07.05, chapter 79, Laws of 1947 as last amended by

section 3, chapter 364, Laws of 1985 and RCW 48.07.050 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

Not less than three-fourths of the directors of an incorporated domes-
tic insurer shall be United States or Canadian citizens, and a majority of
the board of directors of a mutual life insurer shall be residents of this state.
The directors of a domestic insurer or domestic insurance holding corpora-
tion may be removed with cause by a vote of a majority of its voting capital
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