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CHAPTER 5
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 6639]

REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX-USE TO ACQUIRE LOCAL CONSERVATION
AREAS AUTHORIZED

AN ACT Relating to real estate excise taxes for the acquisition of local conservation ar-
eas; amending RCW 82.46.040 and 82.46.060; adding a new section to chapter 36.32 RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 82.46 RCW; and creating a new section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to provide a

mechanism for the acquisition and maintenance of conservation areas
through an orderly process that is approved by the voters of a county. The
authorities provided in this act are supplemental, and shall not be construed
to limit otherwise existing authorities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

The legislative authority of each county may acquire a fee simple in-
terest, or lesser interest, in conservation areas in the county and may main-
tain the conservation areas. The conservation areas may be acquired and
maintained with moneys obtained from the excise tax under section 3 of this
act, or any other moneys available for such purposes.

As used in this section, the term "conservation area" means land and
water that has environmental, agricultural, aesthetic, cultural, scientific,
historic, scenic, or low-intensity recreational value for existing and future
generations, and includes, but is not limited to, open spaces, wetlands,
marshes, aquifer recharge areas, shoreline areas, natural areas, and other
lands and waters that are important to preserve flora and fauna.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 82.46
RCW to read as follows:

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the legislative authority of
any county may impose an additional excise tax on each sale of real prop-
erty in the county at a rate not to exceed one percent of the selling price.
The proceeds of the tax shall be used exclusively for the acquisition and
maintenance of conservation areas.

The taxes imposed under this subsection shall be imposed in the same
manner and on the same occurrences, and are subject to the same condi-
tions, as the taxes under chapter 82.45 RCW, except:

(a) The tax shall be the obligation of the purchaser; and
(b) The tax does not apply to the acquisition of conservation areas by

the county.
The county may enforce the obligation through an action of debt

against the purchaser or may foreclose the lien on the property in the same
manner prescribed for the foreclosure of mortgages.
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The tax shall take effect thirty days after the election at which the
taxes are authorized.

(2) No tax may be imposed under subsection (1) of this section unless
approved by a majority of the voters of the county voting thereon for a
specified period and maximum rate after:

(a) The adoption of a resolution by the county legislative authority of
the county proposing this action; or

(b) The filing of a petition proposing this action with the county audi-
tor, which petition is signed by county voters at least equal in number to ten
percent of the total number of voters in the county who voted at the last
preceding general election.

The ballot proposition shall be submitted to the voters of the county at
the next general election occurring at least sixty days after a petition is
filed, or at any special election prior to this general election that has been
called for such purpose by the county legislative authority.

(3) A plan for the expenditure of the excise tax proceeds shall be pre-
pared by the county legislative authority at least sixty days before the elec-
tion if the proposal is initiated by resolution of the county legislative
authority, or within six months after the tax has been authorized by the
voters if the proposal is initiated by petition. Prior to the adoption of this
plan, the elected officials of cities located within the county shall be con-
sulted and a public hearing shall be held to obtain public input. The pro-
ceeds of this excise tax must be expended in conformance with this plan.

(4) As used in this section, "conservation area" has the meaning given
under section 2 of this act.

Sec. 4. Section 14, chapter 49, Laws of 1982 1st ex. sess. and RCW
82.46.040 are each amended to read as follows:

Any tax imposed under RCW 82.46.010 or section 3 of this 1990 act
and any interest or penalties thereon is a specific lien upon each piece of
real property sold from the time of sale until the tax is paid, which lien may
be enforced in the manner prescribed for the foreclosure of mortgages.

Sec. 5. Section 16, chapter 49, Laws of 1982 1 st ex. sess. and RCW
82.46.060 are each amended to read as follows:

Any taxes imposed under RCW 82.46.010 or section 3 of this 1990 act
shall be paid to and collected by the treasurer of the county within which is
located the real property which was sold. The treasurer shall act as agent
for any city within the county imposing the tax. The county treasurer shall
cause a stamp evidencing satisfaction of the lien to be affixed to the instru-
ment of sale or conveyance prior to its recording or to the real estate excise
tax affidavit in the case of used mobile home sales. A receipt issued by the
county treasurer for the payment of the tax imposed under RCW 82.46.010
or section 3 of this 1990 act shall be evidence of the satisfaction of the lien
imposed in RCW 82.46.040 and may be recorded in the manner prescribed
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for recording satisfactions of mortgages. No instrument of sale or convey-
ance evidencing a sale subject to the tax may be accepted by the county
auditor for filing or recording until the tax is paid and the stamp affixed
thereto; in case the tax is not due on the transfer, the instrument shall not
be accepted until suitable notation of this fact is made on the instrument by
the treasurer.

Passed the Senate March 9, 1990.
Passed the House March 27, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 30, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 30, 1990.

CHAPTER 6
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 6624]

FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM

AN ACT Relating to administration of the family independence program; amcnding
RCW 74.21.020, 74.21.030, 74.21.040, 74.21.050, 74.21.070, and 74.21.190; creating a new
section; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 434, Laws of 1987 as amended by section 2,
chapter 43, Laws of 1988 and RCW 74.21.020 are each amended to read as
follows:

The legislature hereby establishes as state policy the goal of economic
independence for employable adults receiving public assistance, through
employment, training, and education. The legislature finds that children liv-
ing in families with incomes below the needs standard have reduced oppor-
tunities for physical and intellectual development. A family's economic
future is frequently not improved by the current program.

Therefore, in order to break the cycle of poverty and dependence, a
family independence program is established. Participating families are to
receive benefits under this program at no less than they would otherwise
have been entitled to receive.

The legislature intends that the family independence program is oper-
ated as a demonstration, which shall be periodically reviewed and modified
by the executive committee to further state policy and to manage the pro-
gram within resources.

The legislature finds that the state has a vital interest in ensuring that
citizens who are in economic need are provided appropriate financial assist-
ance. It is the intent of the legislature to maintain the existing partnership
between state and federal government and that this program remain part of
the federal welfare entitlement program. The legislature seeks federal au-
thority for a five-year demonstration project and recognizes that waivers
and congressional action may be required to achieve our purpose. The leg-
islature does not seek a block grant approach to welfare.

11775 1

Ch. 6


