
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1990 Ist Ex. Sess.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the Senate March 30, 1990.
Passed the House April I, 1990.
Approved by the Governor April 5, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 5, 1990.

CHAPTER 8
[Senate Bill No. 6344]

REGIONAL SUPPORT NETWORKS RECOGNITION

AN ACT Relating to regional support networks; and amending RCW 71.24.035.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 4, chapter 204, Laws of 1982 as last amended by sec-

tion 3, chapter 205, Laws of 1989 and RCW 71.24.035 are each amended
to read as follows:

(1) The department is designated as the state mental health authority.
(2) The secretary may provide for public, client, and licensed service

provider participation in developing the state mental health program.
(3) The secretary shall provide for participation in developing the state

mental health program for children and other underserved populations, by
including representatives on any committee established to provide oversight
to the state mental health program.

(4) The secretary shall be designated as the county authority if a
county fails to meet state minimum standards or refuses to exercise respon-
sibilities under RCW 71.24.045.

(5) The secretary shall:
(a) Develop a biennial state mental health program that incorporates

county biennial needs assessments and county mental health service plans
and state services for mentally ill adults and children. The secretary may
also develop a six-year state mental health plan;

(b) Assure that any county community mental health program provides
access to treatment for the county's residents in the following order of pri-
ority: (i) The acutely mentally ill; (ii) the chronically mentally ill; and (iii)
the seriously disturbed. Such programs shall provide:

(A) Outpatient services;
(B) Emergency care services for twenty-four hours per day;
(C) Day treatment for mentally ill persons which includes training in

basic living and social skills, supported work, vocational rehabilitation, and
day activities. Such services may include therapeutic treatment. In the case
of a child, day treatment includes age-appropriate basic living and social
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skills, educational and prevocational services, day activities, and therapeutic
treatment;

(D) Screening for patients being considered for admission to state
mental health facilities to determine the appropriateness of admission;

(E) Consultation and education services; and
(F) Community support services;
(c) Develop and promulgate rules establishing state minimum stan-

dards for the delivery of mental health services including, but not limited to:
(i) Licensed service providers;
(ii) Regional support networks; and
(iii) Residential and inpatient services, evaluation and treatment ser-

vices and facilities under chapter 71.05 RCW, resource management ser-
vices, and community support services;

(d) Assure that the special needs of minorities, the elderly, disabled,
children, and low-income persons are met within the priorities established
in this section;

(e) Establish a standard contract or contracts, consistent with state
minimum standards, which shall be used by the counties;

(f) Establish, to the extent possible, a standardized auditing procedure
which minimizes paperwork requirements of county authorities and licensed
service providers;

(g) Develop and maintain an information system to be used by the
state, counties, and regional support networks when they are established
which shall include a tracking method which allows the department and re-
gional support networks to identify mental health clients' participation in
any mental health service or public program on an immediate basis. The
information system shall not include individual patient's case history files.
Confidentiality of client information and records shall be maintained as
provided in this chapter and in RCW 71.05.390, 71.05.400, 71.05.410, 71-
.05.420, 71.05.430, and 71.05.440. The system shall be fully operational no
later than January 1, 1993: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That when a re-
gional support network is established, the department shall have an opera-
tional interim tracking system for that network that will be adequate for the
regional support network to perform its required duties under this chapter;

(h) License service providers who meet state minimum standards;
(i) Certify regional support networks that meet state minimum

standards;
(j) Periodically inspect certified regional support networks and licensed

service providers at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner; and
(k) Fix fees to be paid by evaluation and treatment centers to the sec-

retary for the required inspections;
(I) Monitor and audit counties, regional support networks, and licensed

service providers as needed to assure compliance with contractual agree-
ments authorized by this chapter;

11786 1

Ch. 8



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1990 1st Ex. Sess.

(m) Prior to September 1, 1989, adopt such rules as arc necessary to
implement the department's responsibilities under this chapter pursuant to
chapter 34.05 RCW: PROVIDED, That such rules shall be submitted to
the appropriate committees of the legislature for review and comment prior
to adoption; and

(n) Beginning July I, 1989, and continuing through July 1, 1993, track
by region and county the use and cost of state hospital and local evaluation
and treatment facilities for seventy-two hour detention, fourteen, ninety,
and one hundred eighty day commitments pursuant to chapter 71.05 RCW,
voluntary care in state hospitals, and voluntary community inpatient care
covered by the medical assistance program. Service use and cost reports
shall be provided to regions in a timely fashion at six-month intervals.

(6) The secretary shall use available resources appropriated specifically
for community mental health programs only for programs under RCW 71-
.24.045. After July 1, 1995, or when regional support networks are estab-
lished, available resources may be used only for regional support networks.

(7) Each certified regional support network and licensed service pro-
vider shall file with the secretary, on request, such data, statistics, schedules,
and information as the secretary reasonably requires. A certified regional
support network or licensed service provider which, without good cause, fails
to furnish any data, statistics, schedules, or information as requested, or
files fraudulent reports thereof, may have its certification or license revoked
or suspended.

(8) The secretary may suspend, revoke, limit, or restrict a certification
or license, or refuse to grant a certification or license for failure to conform
to the law, applicable rules and regulations, or applicable standards, or fail-
ure to meet the minimum standards established pursuant to this section.

(9) The superior court may restrain any regional support network or
service provider from operating without certification or a license or any
other violation of this section. The court may also review, pursuant to pro-
cedures contained in chapter 34.05 RCW, any denial, suspension, limita-
tion, restriction, or revocation of certification or license, and grant other
relief required to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(10) Upon petition by the secretary, and after hearing held upon rea-
sonable notice to the facility, the superior court may issue a warrant to an
officer or employee of the secretary authorizing him or her to enter at rea-
sonable times, and examine the records, books, and accounts of any regional
support network or service provider refusing to consent to inspection or ex-
amination by the authority.

(1I) The secretary shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to effec-
tuate the intent and purposes of this chapter, which shall include but not be
limited to certification and licensing and other action relevant to certifying
regional support networks and licensing service providers.
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(12) Notwithstanding the existence or pursuit of any other remedy, the
secretary may, in the manner provided by law, upon the advice of the at-
torney general who shall represent the secretary in the proceedings, main-
tain an action in the name of the state for an injunction or other process
against any person or governmental unit to restrain or prevent the estab-
lishment, conduct, or operation of a regional support network or service
provider without certification or a license under this chapter.

(13) The standards for certification of evaluation and treatment facili-
ties shall include standards relating to maintenance of good physical and
mental health and other services to be afforded persons pursuant to this
chapter and chapter 71.05 RCW, and shall otherwise assure the effectuation
of the purposes and intent of this chapter and chapter 71.05 RCW.

(14)(a) The department, in consultation with affected parties, shall es-
tablish a distribution formula that reflects county needs assessments based
on the number of persons who are acutely mentally ill, chronically mentally
ill, and seriously disturbed as defined in chapter 71.24 RCW. The formula
shall take into consideration the impact on counties of demographic factors
in counties which result in concentrations of priority populations as defined
in subsection (15) of this section. These factors shall include the population
concentrations resulting from commitments under the involuntary treatment
act, chapter 71.05 RCW, to state psychiatric hospitals, as well as concen-
tration in urban areas, at border crossings at state boundaries, and other
significant demographic and workload factors.

(b) The department shall submit a proposed distribution formula in
accordance with this section to the ways and means and health care and
corrections committees of the senate and to the ways and means and human
services committees of the house of representatives by October 1, 1989. The
formula shall also include a projection of the funding allocations that will
result for each county, which specifies allocations according to priority pop-
ulations, including the allocation for services to children and other
underserved populations.

(15) To supersede duties assigned under subsection (5) (a) and (b) of
this section, and to assure a county-based, integrated system of care for
acutely mentally ill adults and children, chronically mentally ill adult:, and
children, and seriously disturbed adults and children who are determined by
regional support networks at their sole discretion to be at risk of becoming
acutely or chronically mentally ill, the secretary shall encourage the devel-
opment of regional support networks as follows:

By December 1, 1989, the secretary shall recognize regional support
networks requested by counties or groups of counties.

All counties wishing to be recognized as a regional support network on
December 1, 1989, shall submit their intentions regarding participation in
the regional support networks by October 30, 1989, along with preliminary
plans. Counties wishing to be recognized as a regional support network by
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January I((,--993,)) of any year thereafter shall submit their intentions by
((Noye--be, 30, 1992,)) October 30 of the previous year along with prelim-
inary plans. The secretary shall assume all duties assigned to the nonpartic-
ipating counties under chapters 71.05 and 71.24 RCW on July 1, 1995.
Such responsibilities shall include those which would have been assigned to
the nonparticipating counties under regional support networks.

The implementation of regional support networks, or the secretary's
assumption of all responsibilities under chapters 71.05 and 71.24 RCW,
shall be included in all state and federal plans affecting the state mental
health program including at least those required by this chapter, the medic-
aid program, and P.L. 99-660. Nothing in these plans shall be inconsistent
with the intent and requirements of this chapter.

(16) The secretary shall:
(a) Disburse the first funds for the regional support networks that are

ready to begin implementation by January 1, 1990, or within sixty days of
approval of the biennial contract. The department must either approve or
reject the biennial contract within sixty days of receipt.

(b) Enter into biennial contracts with regional support networks to be-
gin implementation between January 1, 1990, and March 1, 1990, and
complete implementation by June 1995. The contracts shall be consistent
with available resources. No contract shall be approved that does not in-
clude progress toward meeting the goals of this ((1989 act)) chapter by
taking responsibility for: (i) Short-term commitments; (ii) residential care;
and (iii) emergency response systems.

(c) By July 1, 1993, allocate one hundred percent of available resourc-
es to regional support networks created by January 1, 1990, in a single
grant. Regional support networks created by January 1, ((-1-99)) 1991,
shall receive a single block grant by July 1, 1993; regional support networks
created by January 1, 1992, shall receive a single block grant by July 1,
1994; and regional support networks created by January 1, 1993, shall re-
ceive a single block grant by July 1, 1995. The grants shall include funds
currently provided for all residential services, all services pursuant to chap-
ter 71.05 RCW, and all community support services and shall be distributed
in accordance with a formula submitted to the legislature by January 1,
1993, in accordance with subsection (14) of this section.

(d) By January 1, 1990, allocate available resources to regional support
networks for community support services, resource management services,
and residential services excluding evaluation and treatment facilities pro-
vided pursuant to chapter 71.05 RCW in a single grant using the distribu-
tion formula established in subsection (14) of this section.

(e) By March 1, 1990, or within sixty days of approval of the contract
continuing through July 1, 1993, provide grants as specifically appropriated
by the legislature to regional support networks for evaluation and treatment
facilities for persons detained or committed for periods up to seventeen days
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according to chapter 71.05 RCW. For regional support networks created by
January 1, 1993, provide grants as specifically appropriated by the legisla-
ture to regional support networks for evaluation and treatment facilities for
persons detained or committed for periods up to seventeen days according to
chapter 71.05 RCW through July 1, 1995.

(f) Notify regional support networks of their allocation of available re-
sources at least sixty days prior to the start of a new biennial contract
period.

(g) Study and report to the legislature by December 1, 1989, on ex-
panding the use of federal Title XIX funds and the definition of institutions
for mental diseases to provide services to persons who are acutely mentally
ill, chronically mentally ill, or at risk of becoming so. The study shall also
include an assessment of the impact of Title XIX funds and the definition of
institutions for mental diseases on the use of state funds to provide needed
mental health services to the chronically mentally ill.

(h) Deny funding allocations to regional support networks based solely
upon formal findings of noncompliance with the terms of the regional sup-
port network's contract with the department. Written notice and at least
thirty days for corrective action must precede any such action. In such
cases, regional support networks shall have full rights to appeal under
chapter 34.05 RCW.

(i) Identify in its departmental biennial operating and capital budget
requests the funds requested by regional support networks to implement
their responsibilities under this chapter.

() Contract to provide or, if requested, make grants to counties to
provide technical assistance to county authorities or groups of county au-
thorities to develop regional support networks.

(17) The department of social and health services, in cooperation with
the state congressional delegation, shall actively seek waivers of federal re-
quirements and such modifications of federal regulations as are necessary to
allow federal medicaid reimbursement for services provided by free-stand-
ing evaluation and treatment facilities certified under chapter 71.05 RCW.
The department shall periodically report its efforts to the health care and
corrections committee of the senate and the human services committee of
the house of representatives.

(18) The secretary shall establish a task force to examine the recruit-
ment, training, and compensation of qualified mental health professionals in
the community, which shall include the advantages and disadvantages of
establishing a training academy, loan forgiveness program, or educational
stipends offered in exchange for commitments of employment in mental
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health. The task force shall report back to the appropriate committees of
the legislature by January 1, 1990.

Passed the Senate April 1, 1990.
Passed the Ilouse April 1, 1990.
Approved by the Governor April 5, 1990.
Filed in Oflice of Secretary of State April 5, 1990.

CHAPTER 9
[Second Substitute House Bill No. 23791
STUDENT ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

AN ACT Relating to student enrollment options; amending RCW 28A.225.220,
28A.225.230, 28A.230.090, and 28B.15.067; adding new sections to Title 28A RCW; creating
new sections; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

LEARNING BY CHOICE
PART I

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

NEW SECTION. Sec. 101. The legislature finds that academic
achievement of Washington students can and should be improved. The leg-
islature further finds that student success depends, in large part, on in-
creased parental involvement in their children's education.

In order to take another step toward improving education in
Washington, it is the purpose of this act to enhance the ability of parents to
exercise choice in where they prefer their children attend school; inform
parents of their options under local policies and state law for the intradis-
trict and interdistrict enrollment of their children; and provide additional
program opportunities for secondary students.

PART II
FAMILY CHOICE

Sec. 201. Section 28A.58.240, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as
amended by section 10, chapter 130, Laws of 1969 and RCW 28A.225.220
are each amended to read as follows:

() Any board of directors may make agreements with adults ((wish-
ing)) choosing to attend school ((o, Ni- . the UlecUom of U h U istiU ts f'i
theG atL~tedanc of l. en .I inl theG schlool dis~tll i of W III the, Il Uiny bebet acm

uonInodatcd t.h iin)): PROVIDED, That unless such arrangements are
approved by the state superintendent of public instruction, a reasonable tui-
tion charge, fixed by the state superintendent of public instruction, shall be
paid by such students as best may be accommodated therein.

(2) A district is strongly encouraged to honor the request of a parent
or guardian for his or her child to attend a school in another district.
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