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AGENDA  

JLARC Full Committee Meeting 
January 9, 2008 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
John A. Cherberg Building 

Senate Hearing Room 4 
Olympia, Washington 

 Brief descriptions of agenda items are on the reverse side. 

9:30 – 9:35 *1. Approval of November  28, 2007, JLARC Meeting Minutes 

9:35 – 10:25  2. Department of Fish and Wildlife Cost Analysis – 
Preliminary Report   

10:25 – 10:50 *3. Review of Ambulance Utilities – Proposed Final Report 

10:50 – 11:10 *4. Children’s Administration Social Worker Qualifications – 
Proposed Final Report 

11:10 – 11:30 *5.  Office of Public Defense Sunset Review – Proposed Final 
Report 

11:30 – 11:50 *6. Services for Parents to Reunify Families – Proposed Final 
Report 

11:50 – 12:00 * 7. Updated 2007-09 Work Plan 

 

  
 
 
* Action Item 
 
 Please note that times listed above are estimated and may vary.  Every effort 

will be made, however, to adhere to the proposed timelines. 
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1. Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Approval of minutes from the November 28, 2007, JLARC meeting. 

2. Department of Fish and Wildlife Cost Analysis – Preliminary Report:  The Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) is mandated to preserve, protect, perpetuate, and manage wildlife and fish.  Resources for the Department’s 
broad range of services are provided through a complex structure of different funds and revenues.  The 2007-09 Biennial 
Operating Budget directed JLARC to examine how WDFW makes decisions on which funds or revenues to use for its various 
services and activities.  The audit provides information regarding: 1) sources, strings, and stability of Department funding; 2) 
Department expenditures and choice of fund sources; and 3) an alternative view of Department expenditures. 

3. Review of Ambulance Utilities – Proposed Final Report:  An ambulance utility is a specific type of rate structure that 
may be used for funding ambulance transportation, providing it meets the requirements of RCW 35.21.766.  In 2005, the 
Legislature directed JLARC to review ambulance utilities established and operated by cities or towns.  JLARC's review 
compares ambulance utilities operated by ten cities to statutory requirements and, where applicable, provides 
recommendations for specific actions cities should take to meet those requirements.  This review should serve as a useful 
guide to other cities considering establishing an ambulance utility and to others interested in ambulance services provided by 
cities. 

4. Children’s Administration Social Worker Qualifications – Proposed Final Report:   The 2007-09 Operating Budget 
(SHB 1128) directed JLARC to conduct an analysis of the qualifications required to become a social worker within the DSHS 
Children's Administration and compare those qualifications with the qualifications required for equivalent positions in other 
states.  The study concluded 1) there is little research available to identify how staff qualifications impact child outcomes or to 
identify the appropriate balance of education and experience to be a social worker; 2) Washington’s qualifications are similar 
or more stringent than most other states; 3) experts believe policy decisions on caseloads and visitation rates are more 
significant for child outcomes than education and experience of social workers; and 4) the educational attainment of social 
workers has been increasing in recent years.  The study offers recommendations for increasing the proportion of supervisory 
level social workers meeting national accreditation standards and improving the personnel data system.  The preliminary 
version of the report was presented at the November 28, 2007, JLARC meeting. 

5. Office of Public Defense Sunset Review – Proposed Final Report:  The Office of Public Defense (OPD) was originally 
established in 1996 to “implement the constitutional guarantee of counsel” and “ensure the effective and efficient delivery of 
the indigent appellate services funded by the state of Washington.”  OPD is scheduled to terminate on June 30, 2008, 
pursuant to the Washington Sunset Act.  As required by this legislation, JLARC has conducted a sunset review which asked to 
what extent OPD is 1) complying with legislative intent; 2) operating in an efficient and economical manner, with adequate cost 
controls in place; 3) reaching expected performance goals and targets; and 4) duplicating activities performed by another 
agency or the private sector.  The report recommends that the Legislature repeal the sunset provision.  Absent specific action 
by the Legislature, the Office of Public Defense will cease to exist on June 30, 2008. 

6. Services for Parents to Reunify Families – Proposed Final Report:  SHB 1333 (2007) required JLARC to analyze 
gaps throughout the state in the availability and accessibility of services identified in the federal Adoption and Safe Families 
Act.  This study focuses specifically on services for parents that enable the reunification of families after children have been 
placed in the state's care.  In the absence of available information sources, we conducted surveys of parents, social workers 
working with the parents, and service providers serving those parents.  The study primarily consists of our analysis of the 
results of those surveys.  While the surveys indicated the availability and accessibility of services varies, statewide over 80 
percent of parents responding to our survey reported being able to participate in 17 of 19 services.  The study offers 
recommendations concerning two statutory compliance issues:  future reporting on parents' access to services; and the 
statutory prohibition on limiting parent-child visits as a sanction for parents' failure to comply with court orders or services.  The 
preliminary version of the report was presented at the November 28, 2007, JLARC meeting.   

7. Updated 2007-09 Work Plan:  JLARC approved its initial 2007-09 Work Plan in January 2007.  That Work Plan was 
subsequently updated to reflect studies mandated during the 2007 Legislative Session.  The Committee will now take action 
on updating its work plan once again.  A proposal for this update will be provided for discussion by Committee members.  The 
proposal will include the addition of recommendations from the Executive Committee for Committee-Sponsored studies. 

 

    


