
 

A sunset review is an evaluation of the need for the continued existence 
of a program or an agency.  It allows for an assessment of the 
effectiveness and performance of the program or agency.  The review 
yields a recommendation to either (1) retain the program or agency as 
is; (2) modify the program or agency; or (3) allow the program or 
agency to terminate, including the repeal of the relevant statutes. 

Who Conducts Sunset Reviews? 
Staff of the Joint Legislative Audit & Review Committee (JLARC) 
conduct these reviews. 

What Triggers a Sunset Review? 
A sunset review is triggered when a bill adds sections to Chapter 43.131 
RCW.  A bill scheduling a sunset consists of two sections:  one section 
that terminates the program or agency in a specified year, and a second 
section that repeals the underlying statutes the following year.  Note 
that a sunset review is triggered even though there is no express 
direction in the two sections for JLARC to conduct such a review (see 
example on page 2.) 

What Criteria Are Used in the Reviews? 
The criteria are specified in RCW 43.131.071, which calls for review of 
the extent to which an entity: 

 Has complied with legislative intent;  
 Is operating in an efficient and economical manner, with adequate 

cost controls in place;  
 Is reaching expected performance goals and targets; and 
 Is undertaking activities duplicated by another entity or the private 

sector. 
The review also examines the possible impact of the termination or the 
modification of the entity. 

What Is an Appropriate Date to Choose for 
a Sunset Review? 
You want to allow a new program or an agency to operate long 
enough to generate actual outcomes. RCW 43.131.061 identifies 
a minimum of seven years. 

How Should I Draft Legislation if the 
Requestor Wants a Program or Agency to 
Terminate Without a Sunset Review? 
Please don’t add sections to the sunset chapter!  You have some 
options to direct a section of law to expire or to terminate.  You 
can include this direction within a particular section, or you can 
include a separate section that calls for a set of other sections to 
expire.  For example, RCW 43.131.900 calls for the sunset review 
provisions to expire in 2025. 

Another option is to include repealers of one or more section of 
law.  There are some legal distinctions between a statute expiring 
and a statute being repealed.  The attorneys in the Code 
Reviser’s Office can help you determine which approach is 
appropriate for your situation. 

Where Can I Get More Information? 
Legislative Auditor Keenan Konopaski 
360-786-5187, Keenan.Konopaski@leg.wa.gov 

Code Reviser’s Office 
786-6777 

Code Reviser’s Bill Drafting Guide (see page 2 for more detail) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.071
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.061
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.900
mailto:Keenan.Konopaski@leg.wa.gov


 

 

An example of language from a bill that triggers 
a sunset review in the future: 

RCW 43.131.393 
Underground storage tank program — Termination. 

The underground storage tank program shall be terminated on July 1, 
2019, as provided in RCW 43.131.394. 

[2007 c 147 § 10; 1998 c 155 § 7.] 

RCW 43.131.394 
Underground storage tank program — Repeal. 

The following acts or parts of acts, as now existing or hereafter 
amended, are each repealed, effective July 1, 2020: 

(1)  RCW 90.76.005 and 2007 c 147 § 1 & 1989 c 346 § 1; 
(2)  RCW 90.76.010 and 2007 c 147 § 2, 1998 c 155 § 1, & 1989 c 346 § 2; 
(3)  RCW 90.76.020 and 2007 c 147 § 3, 1998 c 155 § 2, & 1989 c 346 § 3; 
(4)  RCW 90.76.040 and 1998 c 155 § 3 & 1989 c 346 § 5; 
(5)  RCW 90.76.050 and 2007 c 147 § 4, 1998 c 155 § 4, & 1989 c 346 § 6; 
(6)  RCW 90.76.060 and 1998 c 155 § 5 & 1989 c 346 § 7; 
(7)  RCW 90.76.070 and 2007 c 147 § 5 & 1989 c 346 § 8; 
(8)  RCW 90.76.080 and 2007 c 147 § 6, 1995 c 403 § 639, & 1989 c 346 § 9; 
(9)  RCW 90.76.090 and 2007 c 147 § 7, 1998 c 155 § 6, & 1989 c 346 § 10; 
(10)  RCW 90.76.100 and 1991 sp.s. c 13 § 72 & 1989 c 346 § 11; 
(11)  RCW 90.76.110 and 2007 c 147 § 8, 1991 c 83 § 1, & 1989 c 346 § 12; 
(12)  RCW 90.76.900 and 1989 c 346 § 15; 
(13)  RCW 90.76.901 and 1989 c 346 § 14; and 
(14)  RCW 90.76.902 and 1989 c 346 § 18. 

[2007 c 147 § 11; 1998 c 155 § 8.] 

Guidance in the Code Reviser’s Bill 
Drafting Guide: 

See Part II Formal and Technical Requisites 

(10) Repealers 

(11) Suggestions for Commonly Used Clauses 

(l) Expiration date clauses 

(y) Sunset and termination clauses 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.393
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.394
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.131.394
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.005
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.080
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.090
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.100
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.110
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.900
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.901
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.76.902

