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Change in Washington State Medicaid and Related  
Health Expenditures 

SFY 2009 to SFY 2012  All fund sources 

Total Expenditures (Dollars in Thousands) 

Program Area  2009  2012  % Change 2009-2012  

 Mental Health (030)   792,888 773,631  2.4%  

 Developmental Disabilities (040)   937,052  937,156 0.0%  

 Long-Term Care (050)   1,551,289 1,676,569 8.1%  

 Substance Abuse (070)   201,320 172,214  14.5%  

 Medical Assistance (080)   4,279,256 4,863,953 13.7%  

TOTAL ALL PROGRAMS   7,761,804 8,423,523 8.5%  



4 
 
Washington State Department of Social & Health Services –Transforming lives  

$11 

$25 

$13 

$22 

$0

$10

$20

$30

EXPANSION PERIOD 
SFY 2005  SFY 2009 

CONTRACTION 
SFY 2010  SFY 2012 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2003 2013 2002 

PRE-EXPANSION 
SFY 2003  SFY 2004 

Substance Use  Disorder 
Treatment Expenditure 
PMPM 

Funding Contraction Reduced Access to Treatment 
PMPM substance use disorder treatment costs 

For Disabled Medicaid adults, SFY 2003 to SFY 2012 



5 
 
Washington State Department of Social & Health Services –Transforming lives  

Summary 

Increased access to substance abuse treatment in the 
“expansion era” coincided with a significant reduction in 
rates of growth in medical costs for disabled Medicaid 
clients with substance use disorders 

Reduced access to treatment after SFY 2009 coincided 
with a relative increase in rates of growth of medical costs 
for disabled Medicaid clients with substance use disorders 

Findings demonstrate the importance of access to 
substance use disorder treatment as a strategy for 
containing medical cost growth 
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