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O iOverview

T H E  D Y N A M I C S  O F C U LT U R A L R E L E VA N C E

P E D A G O G Y,  C U R R I C U L U M ,  A N D  A S S E S S M E N T

I N C R E A S I N G  C U LT U R A L C O M P E T E N C Y

B U I L D I N G L E A D E R S H I P S K I L L SB U I L D I N G  L E A D E R S H I P S K I L L S
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Theoretical Frames

L. Vygotsky—Zone of Proximal Development

G. Gay—Culturally Responsive Teaching

P. Bourdieu—Social/Cultural Capital

G. Ladson-Billings—Culturally Relevant Pedagogy

by Lila Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Urban Leadership Program 
California State University, Sacramento



CULTURE

Pattern of behaviors Learned

Thoughts and Speech Shared

Dynamic Meaningful

by Lila Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Urban Leadership Program 
California State University, Sacramento



Cultural Relevance

CULTURE IS CENTRAL TO STUDENT 
LEARNING

VALIDATES & EMPOWERS STUDENTS

BRIDGES STUDENTS’  CULTURE WITH BRIDGES STUDENTS’  CULTURE WITH 
SCHOOL CULTURE
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K  El tKey Elements

C l t l l  R i  T h iC u l t u r a l l y  R e s p o n s i v e  T e a c h i n g

C u l t u r a l l y  R e l e v a n t  C u r r i c u l u m

S u s t a i n e d  F o c u s  o n  S t u d e n t s

F o r m a t i v e  a n d  S u m m a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t s

T e a c h e r  a s  F a c i l i t a t o r  ( Z P D )

R e c o g n i z i n g  F u n d s  o f  K n o w l e d g eR e c o g n i z i n g  F u n d s  o f  K n o w l e d g e

L i n k a g e s  b e t w e e n  P r a c t i c e  a n d  R e s e a r c h

H i g h  E x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  S c a f f o l d i n g

B i l d i  C i tB u i l d i n g  C a p a c i t y

by Lila Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Urban Leadership Program 
California State University, Sacramento



Urban Leadership Program 

Awareness

Commitment

Effectiveness

Advocacy
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Characteristics of Graduates

Highly skilled practitioners Data based decision Highly skilled practitioners 

Courageous change agents

Data based decision 
making

I l i  f ll 

Understand systemic 
change

Inclusive of all 
stakeholders

g

Value urban communities

Personal integrity and 
strong work ethic

Reflective thinkers Match the demographics of 
their communities
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Implications

I f  a s s e s s m e n t s  k e e p  l o o k i n g  t o  m e a s u r e  a c h i e v e m e n t  
w i t h o u t  c o n n e c t i n g  t e s t i n g  t o  s t u d e n t  k n o w l e d g e ,  

t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  f i n d  t h e  k e y  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  
t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .    t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .    

I t  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  a  S u f i  s t o r y  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  a  m a n  
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  k e y  u n d e r  a  l a m p  p o s t ,  b u t  n o t  f i n d i n g  i t .

W h  t i d  h  h  l t  t h  k  W h e n  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e r e  h e  l o s t  t h e  k e y ,  
h e  p o i n t e d  t o  a n o t h e r  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .   

A n s w e r i n g  a s  t o  w h y  h e  w a s  n o t  l o o k i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  e a s i e r  t o  l o o k  n e a r  t h e  l a m p .  

W e  c a n n o t  l o o k  i n  t h e  w r o n g  p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  
s t r a t e g i e s  

t o  a d d r e s s  o u r  c h a l l e n g e s .

by Lila Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Urban Leadership Program 
California State University, Sacramento




