
12 Meal Flow Chart - DRAFT
Members are limited to no more than 12 meals paid for by lobbyist or lobbyists-employers per calendar year. To make this 
determination, start by assuming it would count as one of the 12, then work through the chart to see if it would not count as one of 
the 12 because of the meal is otherwise permitted by the Ethics in Public Service Act (primarily, box #3).

1. Is it a Meal?
A meal is food provided for 
breakfast, lunch or dinner, 
in an environment where a 
person would normally be 
expected to sit down and 
eat, regardless of cost.

2. Is it provided 
or paid for by a 
lobbyist or lobbyist 
employers?

3. Is the meal provided 
as part of a reception, 
committee work session, 
government tour, seminar/
educational event, or civic/
charitable event?
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If it is not a meal (a 
beverage would be an 
example of this), then 
it does not count as 
one of the 12.

If it is paid for by 
yourself, per diem, 
the Legislature, or 
someone other than 
a lobbyist or lobbyist 
employer, it does not 
count as one of the 12.

Certain events are 
specifically excluded 
from the 12 because 
of the exemptions 
found in the Ethics Act.

Members are 
responsible for tracking 
their 12 meals.
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If you have questions please consult the designated Ethics Adviser in the House or Senate, request an informal opinion from  
Board Counsel, or request a formal Ethics Board opinion.


