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The Willow Goldfinch is the state bird. It is a small, yellow species with 
black wings, a black patch on its head and a winning voice.  In 1951, 
legislators called on school children for the second time in 20 years to let 
them decide by voting between the goldfinch and the meadowlark.   
The rest is history.

In 2009, the Olympic marmot was designated as the state endemic  
mammal following a proposal from the 4th and 5th graders at Wedgwood School 

in Seattle.  The Olympic Marmot inhabits the Olympic Peninsula in the western 
section of Washington.  Olympic Marmots are highly social animals 
and may live in groups of over a dozen animals.  Gregarious bonds 
are made between animals in a family. Olympic Marmots identify each 
other by touching noses and smelling cheeks.  Olympic Marmots 
hibernate from September to May.  During the morning and afternoon 
on summer days, they feed and spend their time sunbathing on rocks.  
In the evening, they return to their burrows.  Olympic Marmots are 
relatively easy to see during the summer months along Hurricane 
Ridge in the Olympic National Park.















Washington’s Pacific Coast harbors an abundance of mollusks, 
bi-valves, and clams. The wily and elusive razor clams play very 
hard-to-get during clam digging season. The geoduck is one of 
the largest bivalves in the world, averaging three to  
six pounds. The Ostrea lurida was designated the  
official oyster of the state of Washington. This  
native oyster species plays an important role in the  
history and culture that surrounds shellfish in  
Washington state. Some of the common tribal and  
other names used for this species are Native, Western,  
and Olympia. The Ostrea lurida was designated as a  
state symbol in 2014.

Cold, oxygen-rich Puget Sound 
is home to an abundant variety 
of sealife, including salmon, 
whales, seals, and the shy 
octopus – some of the largest in 
the world, in fact.
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The Palouse is the most fertile 
land in the nation.  This is 
Washington’s “Breadbasket,” 
where one of the state’s major 
crops, wheat, is grown, harvested 
and shipped throughout the world.

In 1997, the Common Green Darner Dragonfly 
became Washington’s official state insect.  Also 
known as the “Mosquito Hawk,” the dragonfly can be 
found throughout  Washington.  It’s easily recognizable 
by its bright green head and thorax.  It has a 4- to 
6-inch wingspan and can fly 25 to 35 mph.

Palouse Falls has eighty thousand to one 
hundred thousand visitors per year.  The falls 
drop one hundred ninety-eight feet and it is 
the last remaining year-round waterfalls left 
by the ice age floods.
   Palouse Falls was named sixth on the top 
ten best United States waterfalls list, tenth 
on the list of the world’s most amazing 
waterfalls, and the site of the world record 
breaking kayak drop. 
   The Palouse Falls was designated as a state 
 symbol in 2014.








