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Wallis, Keri

Subject: FW: Bonnie Anthis

From: Bonnie [mailto:bonnieanthis@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 01, 2012 7:13 PM 
To: McCrow, Adam 
Subject: Bonnie Anthis 
 
  
Chairperson Rep. Barbara Bailey 
Committee on Pension Policy 
  
  
My name is Bonnie Anthis, I am the widow of  Harvey "Al" Anthis who was shot and killed by 
Walt Copland, a retired police captain from Tacoma, in September of 2005. I feel it is important for 
me to illustrate how this bill (1552, section 21) directly effects me and my family and has now 
created an avenue for convicted killers such as Mr. Copland to avert paying restitution to victims of 
violent crimes. First I think it is relevant to point out that collecting an award from a civil lawsuit is 
challenging at best. It is common for convicted felons to not have many or any assets, and what 
assets they possess are typically liquidated to pay for their legal representation throughout the many 
years of appeals, thus leaving the victims' family nothing. So my fight has little to do with financial 
gain-it has everything to do with justice and protecting the rights of the victims families post Anthis 
v. Copland. 
In my case, after Mr. Copland exhausted his appeals and the conviction was upheld, the next tactic 
for him to shelter his only known asset was to seek bankruptcy protection naming me as his only 
debtor. A trial was held in Tacoma and after hearing testimony from our witnesses that had testified 
at the murder trial, the bankruptcy Judge determined that the civil lawsuit was NOT discharged, 
therefore I could continue with the pursuit of garnishment once Mr. Copland received his monthly 
distribution from his pension into his personal bank account. It has been nearly 7 stressful, time and 
money consuming years of standing up in court for justice, and I have prevailed on every level-all 
the way through the State's Supreme Court. 
My understanding is that almost immediately after the ruling by the State's Supreme Court, Rep. 
Goodman felt that it left the pensions of state employees, specifically those of firefighters and 
police vulnerable to garnishments, so as a direct response to the ruling an emergency amendment 
was added to the bill.  What I find hard to digest was unlike the original bill which went through 
the normal process allowing for public hearings and scrutiny, the emergency amendment (section 
21) was slipped in without and public discussion, without any legislators knowing how this one 
little addition would adversely  effect "Bonnie Anthis" and potentially other Washington citizens. I 
was never contacted and my attorney was never contacted for our comments or concerns. While I 
understand Rep. Goodman's passion to move his bill into law, he has worked on Bill 1552 for years 
and the bill was just at the end of being signed into law and then.... the Supreme Courts ruling 
threw a proverbial wrench in his plan-I feel it was rushed  in recklessly rather than giving it the 
attention and scrutiny it deserved, it was signed into law by the Governor  with the 
recommendation that your committee now look at  possible exceptions of pensions from 
garnishments. 
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You can certainly understand the emotions I now feel nearing the end of this 7 year battle to finally 
have the Supreme Court interpret the law and rule in my favor to then immediately have the 
Legislature and Governor come in and squash the victory for victims rights. 
So now I urge you and your Committee to advise the lawmakers to adding, amending, creating or 
doing whatever is necessary to restore the rights of the victims families, to close up this loophole 
and to consider including language consistent with the Ninth Circuit of U.S. Bankruptcy Appeals 
which concluded (section 523 (a) provides in relevant part that (a) discharge under 
section727...does not discharge an individual debtor from and debt...for willful and malicious injury 
by the debtor to another entity) 
Without such language in State pension law, as the law stands, those convicted felons such as Mr. 
Copland, would essentially receive an automatic discharge for their debt for willful and malicious 
injury leaving the victims family no recourse to collect on a civil lawsuit. 
  
I appreciate your time, 
  
Bonnie Anthis 


