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History Of Economic Assumptions For 
Washington State Pension Systems 

 

Historical Economic Assumptions for Washington State Pension Systems 
Valuation 

Years Investment Return General Salary 
Growth Inflation System Growth 

1974 - 1978 9% in 1975 grading 
to 6.5% in 1980 

7% in 1975 grading to 
5% in 1980 

7% in 1975 grading 
to 3.5% in 1980 

0% TRS 
1% PERS 

1979 - 1984 10% in 1980 grading 
to 6.5% in 1990 

10% in 1980 grading 
to 5% in 1990 

10% in 1980 grading 
to 5% in 1990 

0% TRS 
0% PERS 

1985 - 1988 10% in 1985 grading 
to 7.0% in 1990 5.25% 4.00% 1% TRS 

1% PERS 

1989 - 1994 7.50% 5.50% 5.00% 0.75% TRS 
1.25% PERS 

1995 - 1997 7.50% 5.00% 4.25% 0.9% TRS 
1.25% all Others 

1998 - 1999 7.50% 4.00% 3.50% 0.9% TRS 
1.25% all Others 

2000 - 2008 8.00% 4.50% 3.50% 0.9% TRS 
1.25% all Others 

2009 - 2010 8.00% 4.00%* 3.50% 0.9% TRS 
1.25% all Others 

2011 - 2012 7.90% 3.75% 3.00% 0.8% TRS 
0.95% all Others 

*4.50% for LEOFF 2. 
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