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AN ACT Relating to establishing postsurgical recovery care1
centers; amending RCW 70.230.010; and adding a new section to chapter2
70.230 RCW.3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:4

Sec. 1.  RCW 70.230.010 and 2011 c 76 s 1 are each amended to5
read as follows:6

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter7
unless the context clearly requires otherwise.8

(1) "Ambulatory surgical facility" means any distinct entity that9
operates for the primary purpose of providing specialty or10
multispecialty outpatient surgical services in which patients are11
admitted to and discharged from the facility within twenty-four hours12
and do not require inpatient hospitalization, whether or not the13
facility is certified under Title XVIII of the federal social14
security act. An ambulatory surgical facility includes one or more15
surgical suites that are adjacent to and within the same building as,16
but not in, the office of a practitioner in an individual or group17
practice, if the primary purpose of the one or more surgical suites18
is to provide specialty or multispecialty outpatient surgical19
services, irrespective of the type of anesthesia administered in the20
one or more surgical suites. An ambulatory surgical facility that is21
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adjacent to and within the same building as the office of a1
practitioner in an individual or group practice may include a2
surgical suite that shares a reception area, restroom, waiting room,3
or wall with the office of the practitioner in an individual or group4
practice.5

(2) "Department" means the department of health.6
(3) "General anesthesia" means a state of unconsciousness7

intentionally produced by anesthetic agents, with absence of pain8
sensation over the entire body, in which the patient is without9
protective reflexes and is unable to maintain an airway.10

(4) "Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation,11
company, association, joint stock association, and the legal12
successor thereof.13

(5) "Postsurgical recovery care center" means a designated site14
which provides medical and nursing services limited to recovery care15
services. A postsurgical recovery care center is either freestanding16
or a defined unit of an ambulatory surgical facility.17

(6) "Practitioner" means any physician or surgeon licensed under18
chapter 18.71 RCW, an osteopathic physician or surgeon licensed under19
chapter 18.57 RCW, or a podiatric physician or surgeon licensed under20
chapter 18.22 RCW.21

(((6))) (7) "Recovery care services" means postsurgical and22
postdiagnostic medical and nursing services provided to patients for23
whom, in the opinion of the attending physician, it is reasonable to24
expect an uncomplicated recovery. Such patients are not expected to25
require intensive care services, cardiac care services, or critical26
care services. Recovery care services do not include surgical27
services, radiological services, or obstetrical services.28

(8) "Secretary" means the secretary of health.29
(((7))) (9) "Surgical services" means invasive medical procedures30

that:31
(a) Utilize a knife, laser, cautery, cryogenics, or chemicals;32

and33
(b) Remove, correct, or facilitate the diagnosis or cure of a34

disease, process, or injury through that branch of medicine that35
treats diseases, injuries, and deformities by manual or operative36
methods by a practitioner.37

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 70.23038
RCW to read as follows:39
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(1) An ambulatory surgical facility may offer recovery care1
services in a postsurgical recovery care center. The maximum length2
of stay for patients in a postsurgical recovery care center is not to3
exceed forty-eight hours. If a patient requires an additional care4
period after the expiration of the forty-eight-hour limit, the5
patient must be transferred to an appropriate facility.6

(2) A postsurgical recovery care center shall maintain a7
contractual relationship, including a transfer agreement, with a8
general acute care hospital.9

(3) A postsurgical recovery care center may be no larger than six10
beds.11

(4) An ambulatory surgical facility that provides recovery care12
services shall include those services and any postsurgical recovery13
care center where those services are provided in its coordinated14
quality improvement program and infection control and surveillance15
program.16

(5) By December 31, 2015, the department shall adopt rules to17
implement the provisions of this section concerning postsurgical18
recovery care centers.19

(6) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a postsurgical20
recovery care center is not subject to certificate of need review,21
nor is any ambulatory surgical facility, by virtue of adding a22
postsurgical recovery care center, subject to certificate of need23
review.24

--- END ---
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