Puget Sound Partnership

JLARC Staff, December 2016

Why this study: The 2007 Legislature created a state agency called the Partnership to oversee efforts to recover Puget
Sound by 2020, and directed JLARC to conduct performance audits in 2011 and 2016. The Partnership is directed to
coordinate, prioritize, and monitor actions of partner organizations.

The Partnership improved the information it shares wit the Legisiature and public
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However, recovery effort is hindered by 3 structural issues:
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Puget Sound will not be recovered by 2020.

Monitoring approach does not clearly

link monitoring data to actions in the recovery plan.
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effect of actions & progress
toward goals. Statute requires
that monitoring data inform
the recovery plan and actions,
but this link is unclear.

Partnership has an incomplete
inventory of actions & funding.
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This limits its ability to evaluate & prioritize
recovery efforts.

Monitoring approach does not fully

meet certain essential requirements
identified in 2008 by a panel of experts.
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Recommendations: The Partnership should submit 3 plans to the Legislature:

1. Address changes needed to the planning and recovery timeframes
2. Detail how it, and OFM, will create a more complete inventory of actions and funding
3. Address monitoring program deficiencies

The complete report is on the JLARC web site. For more information, contact:
Keenan Konopaski, Washington State Legislative Auditor (360) 786-5187 keenan.konopaski@leg.wa.gov



