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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

This Constitution was framed by a convention of seventy-five
delegates, chosen by the people of the Territory of Washington
at an election held May 14, 1889, under section 3 of the

Enabling Act. The convention met at Olympia on the fourth

day of July, 1889, and adjourned on the twenty-second day of
August, 1889. The Constitution was ratified by the people at an
election held on October 1, 1889, and on November 11, 1889,
in accordance with section 8 of the Enabling Act, the president
of the United States proclaimed the admission of the State of

Washington into the Union.
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In part (A), for convenience of the reader, the latest
constitutional amendments have been integrated with the
currently effective original sections of the Constitution with
the result that the Constitution is herein presented in its

currently amended form.

All current sections, whether original sections or
constitutional amendments, are carried in Article and section

order and are printed in regular type.

printed in italics.

Appended to each amendatory section is a history note
stating the amendment number and date of its approval as
well as the citation to the session law wherein may be found
the legislative measure proposing the amendment; e.g.
"[AMENDMENT 27, 1951 House Joint Resolution No. 8,

p 961. Approved November 4, 1952.]"

In part (B), the constitutional amendments are also

printed separately, in order of their adoption.

(A) Constitution of the State of Washington

PREAMBLE
Article | — DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Sections

co~NOoO U WNBE

Political power.

Supreme law of the land.
Personal rights.

Right of petition and assemblage.
Freedom of speech.

Oaths — Mode of administering.

Irrevocable privilege, franchise or immunity
prohibited.
Rights of accused persons.

10 Administration of justice.

11 Religious freedom.

12 Special privileges and immunities prohibited.
13 Habeas corpus.

14 Excessive balil, fines and punishments.

15 Convictions, effect of.

(2004 Ed.)

Invasion of private affairs or home prohibited.

16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24
25
26
27
28

30
31
32
33
34
35

Eminent domain.

Imprisonment for debt.

Military power, limitation of.
Freedom of elections.

Bail, when authorized.

Trial by jury.

Rights of the accused.

Bill of attainder, ex post facto law, etc.
Right to bear arms.
Prosecution by information.
Grand jury.

Treason, defined, etc.
Hereditary privileges abolished.
Constitution mandatory.

Rights reserved.

Standing army.

Fundamental principles.

Recall of elective officers.
Same.

Victims of crimes — Rights.

Article Il — LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

X . . Sections
Following each section which has been amended, the

original section and intervening amendments (if any) are

1
1(a)

O~NOUR_WN

Legislative powers, where vested.

Initiative and referendum, signatures required.
House of representatives and senate.

The census.

Election of representatives and term of office.
Elections, when to be held.

Election and term of office of senators.
Qualifications of legislators.

Judges of their own election and qualification —
Quorum.

Rules of procedure.

Election of officers.

Journal, publicity of meetings — Adjournments.
Sessions, when — Duration.

Limitation on members holding office in the
state.

Same, federal or other office.

Vacancies in legislature and in partisan county
elective office.

Privileges from arrest.

Freedom of debate.

Style of laws.

Bill to contain one subject.

Origin and amendment of bills.

Yeas and nays.

Passage of bills.

Compensation of members.

Lotteries and divorce.

Extra compensation prohibited.

Suits against the state.

Elections — Viva voce vote.

Special legislation.

Convict labor.

Bribery or corrupt solicitation.
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31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42

43

Sections

Sections

1
2
2(a)
3
3(a)

©O©oo~N® (G200

Constitution of the State of Washington

Laws, when to take effect. 10 Justices of the peace.
Laws, how signed. 11 Courts of record.
Alien ownership. 12 Inferior courts.
Bureau of statistics, agriculture and immigration. 13 Salaries of judicial officers — How paid, etc.
Protection of employees. 14 Salaries of supreme and superior court judges.
When bills must be introduced. 15 Ineligibility of judges.
Revision or amendment. 16 Charging juries.
Limitation on amendments. 17 Eligibility of judges.
Free transportation to public officer prohibited. 18 Supreme court reporter.
Highway funds. 19 Judges may not practice law.
Laws, effective date, initiative, referendum — 20 Decisions, when to be made.
Amendment or repeal. 21 Publication of opinions.
Governmental continuity during emergency peri- 22 Clerk of the supreme court.
ods. 23 Court commissioners.
Redistricting. 24 Rules for superior courts.
25 Reports of superior court judges.
Article Il — THE EXECUTIVE 26 Clerk of the superior court.

27 Style of process.
28 Oath of judges.

Executive department. 29  Election of superior court judges.
Governor, term of office.
Oth i ffi i £ offi 30 Court of appeals.

€r executive oflIcers, terms ot office. 31 Commission on judicial conduct.

Returns of elections, canvass, etc.

General duties of governor. Article V — IMPEACHMENT

Messages. .

Extra legislative sessions. Sections

Commander-in-chief. 1 Impeachment — Power of and procedure.
Pardoning power. 2 Officers liable to.

Vacancy in office of governor. 3 Removal from office.

Remission of fines and forfeitures.

Veto powers. Article VI — ELECTIONS AND ELECTIVE RIGHTS
Vacancy in appointive office. Sections

Salary.

1 Qualifications of electors.

1 A Voter qualifications for presidential elections.
School elections — Franchise, how extended.
Who disqualified.

Residence, contingencies affecting.

Voter — When privileged from arrest.

Ballot.

Registration.

Elections, time of holding.

Commissions, how issued.

Lieutenant governor, duties and salary.
Secretary of state, duties and salary.

Seal.

State treasurer, duties and salary.

State auditor, duties and salary.

Attorney general, duties and salary.
Superintendent of public instruction, duties and
salary.

gggﬂzf'\?\,ﬂgﬂggs "gt('fmds Compensation. Article VIl — REVENUE AND TAXATION

Qualifications, compensation, offices which may Sections

O~NOUR_WN

be abolished. 1 Taxation.
' 2 Limitation on levies.
Article IV — THE JUDICIARY 3 Taxation of federal agencies and property.
4 No surrender of power or suspension of tax on
Judicial power, where vested. corporate property.
5 Taxes, how levied.
Supreme court. 6 Taxes. how paid
Temporary performance of judicial duties. 7 Aa es,l (t) t Fr)r? nt
Election and terms of supreme court judges. 8 Tnnl:a state defi enci
Retirement of supreme court and superior court ax 1o cover deficiencies. .
judges 9 Special assessments or taxation for local im-
Jurisdiction. 10 [:Iz\)rogi/rergentf. ns property tax exemption
Superior court — Election of judges, terms of, elired persons propérty tax exemption.
etc. 11 Taxation based on actual use.

Jurisdiction of superior courts.

Exchange of judges — Judge pro tempore.
Absence of judicial officer.

Removal of judges, attorney general, etc.
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Constitution of the State of Washington

Article VIII — STATE, COUNTY, AND
MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS

Sections

O~NO U WNPE

9 State building authority.
10 Energy, water, or stormwater or sewer services
conservation assistance.
11 Agricultural commodity assessments — Develop-
ment, promotion, and hosting.
Article IX — EDUCATION
Sections
1 Preamble.
2 Public school system.
3 Funds for support.
4 Sectarian control or influence prohibited.
5 Loss of permanent fund to become state debt.
Article X — MILITIA
Sections
1 Who liable to military duty.
2 Organization — Discipline — Officers — Power
to call out.
3 Soldiers’ home.
4 Public arms.
5 Privilege from arrest.
6 Exemption from military duty.
Article XI — COUNTY, CITY, AND
TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION
Sections
1 Existing counties recognized.
2 County seats — Location and removal.
3 New counties.
4 County government and township organization.
5 County government.
6 Vacancies in township, precinct or road district
office.
7 Tenure of office limited to two terms.
8 Salaries and limitations affecting.
9 State taxes not to be released or commuted.
10 Incorporation of municipalities.
11 Police and sanitary regulations.
12 Assessment and collection of taxes in municipali-
ties.
13 Private property, when may be taken for public
debt.
14 Private use of public funds prohibited.
15 Deposit of public funds.
16 Combined city-county.
(2004 Ed.)

State debt.

Powers extended in certain cases.

Special indebtedness, how authorized.
Moneys disbursed only by appropriations.
Credit not to be loaned.

Limitations upon municipal indebtedness.
Credit not to be loaned.

Port expenditures — Industrial development —
Promotion.

Sections

WN -

1

1
2
3

Article Xl — CORPORATIONS
OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL

Corporations, how formed.

Existing charters.

Existing charters not to be extended nor forfei-
ture remitted.

Liability of stockholders.

Term "corporation,” defined — Right to sue and
be sued.

Limitations upon issuance of stock.

Foreign corporations.

Alienation of franchise not to release liabilities.
State not to loan its credit or subscribe for stock.
Eminent domain affecting.

Stockholder liability.

Receiving deposits by bank after insolvency.
Common carriers, regulation of.

Prohibition against combinations by carriers.
Prohibition against discriminating charges.
Prohibition against consolidating of competing
lines.

Rolling stock, personalty for purpose of taxation.
Rates for transportation.

Telegraph and telephone companies.
Prohibition against free transportation for public
officers.

Express companies.

Monopolies and trusts.

Article XIll — STATE INSTITUTIONS
Sections

Educational, reformatory, and penal institutions.

Article XIV — SEAT OF GOVERNMENT
Sections

State capital, location of.

Change of state capital.

Restrictions on appropriations for capitol build-
ings.

Article XV — HARBORS AND TIDE WATERS

Sections

1

2
3

Harbor line commission and restraint on disposi-
tion.

Leasing and maintenance of wharves, docks, etc.
Extension of streets over tide lands.

Article XVI — SCHOOL AND GRANTED LANDS

Sections

A OWNPF

(&)

Disposition of.

Manner and terms of sale.

Limitations on sales.

How much may be offered in certain cases —
Platting of.

Investment of permanent common school fund.
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Constitution of the State of Washington

Article XVII — TIDE LANDS
Sections

1 Declaration of state ownership.
2 Disclaimer of certain lands.

Article XVIIl — STATE SEAL
Sections
1 Seal of the state.

Article XIX — EXEMPTIONS
Sections
1 Exemptions — Homesteads, etc.

Article XX — PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL
STATISTICS

Sections
1 Board of health and bureau of vital statistics.

2 Regulations concerning medicine, surgery and

pharmacy.

Article XXI — WATER AND WATER RIGHTS
Sections
1 Public use of water.

Article XXII — LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT
Sections

1 Senatorial apportionment.
2 Apportionment of representatives.

Article XXIlIl — AMENDMENTS
Sections

1 How made.
2 Constitutional conventions.
3 Submission to the people.

Article XXIV — BOUNDARIES
Sections
1 State boundaries.

Article XXV — JURISDICTION
Sections
1 Authority of the United States.

Article XXVI — COMPACT WITH THE UNITED
STATES

Article XXVII — SCHEDULE
Sections

Existing rights, actions, and contracts saved.
Laws in force continued.

Debts, fines, etc., to inure to the state.
Recognizances.

Criminal prosecutions and penal actions.
Retention of territorial officers.

Constitutional officers, when elected.
Change of courts — Transfer of causes.
Seals of courts and municipalities.

O©CO~NOOOITAWNPE
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10 Probate court, transfer of.

11 Duties of first legislature.

12 Election contests for superior judges, how decid-
ed.

13 Representation in congress.

14 Duration of term of certain officers.

15 Election on adoption of Constitution, how to be
conducted.

16 When Constitution to take effect.

17 Separate articles.

18 Ballot.

19 Appropriation.

Article XXVIII — COMPENSATION OF
STATE OFFICERS

Sections

1 Salaries for legislators, elected state officials, and
judges — Independent commission —
Referendum.

Article XXIX — INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC
PENSION AND RETIREMENT FUNDS

Sections
1 May be invested as authorized by law.

Article XXX — COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC
OFFICERS

Sections
1 Authorizing compensation increase during term.

Article XXXI — SEX EQUALITY — RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITY

Sections

1 Equality not denied because of sex.
2 Enforcement power of legislature.

Article XXXII — SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING
Sections
1 Special revenue financing.

PREAMBLE
We, the people of the State of Washington, grateful to

the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do
ordain this constitution.

Article |
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

81 POLITICAL POWER. All political power is
inherent in the people, and governments derive their just
powers from the consent of the governed, and are established
to protect and maintain individual rights.

§ 2 SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND. The Consti-
tution of the United States is the supreme law of the land.

(2004 Ed.)



Constitution of the State of Washington Article | § 3

8§ 3 PERSONAL RIGHTS. No person shall be  molested or disturbed in person or property on account of religion; but the

deprived of life Iiberty or property without due process of liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse
law ! ' ' acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace and

safety of the state. No public money or property shall be appropriated for
or applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support
84 RIGHT OF PETITION AND ASSEMBLAGE. of any religious establishmentProvided, howeverThat this article shall

The right of petition and of the people peaceably to assembleot be so construed as to forbid the employment by the state of a chaplain

- for such of the state custodial, correctional and mental institutions as in the
for the common QOOd shall never be ab“dged' discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No religious qualification

shall be required for any public office or employment, nor shall any person
8 5 FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Every person may be incompetent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on

freely speak, write and publish on all subjects, being matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his

; ; religious belief to affect the weight of his testimoffMENDMENT 34,
reSponSIble for the abuse of that nght' 1957 Senate Joint Resolution No. 14, p 1299. Approved November 4,

1958]
§6 OATHS — MODE OF ADMINISTERING. Amendment 4 (1904) — Art. 1 § 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM —

The mode of administering an oath, or affirmation, shall be absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief
such as may be most consistent with and binding upon theand worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be

conscience of the person to whom such oath. or affirmation.molested or disturbed in person or property on account of religion; but the
may be administered ! 'liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse

acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace and
safety of the state. No public money or property shall be appropriated for
8 7 INVASION OF PRIVATE AFFAIRS OR or applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support

HOME PROHIBITED. No person shall be disturbed in his of any religious establishmentProvided, howeverThat this article shall

; ; ; ; : ; not be so construed as to forbid the employment by the state of a chaplain
private affairs, or his home invaded, without amhomy of for the state penitentiary, and for such of the state reformatories as in the
law. discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No religious qualification
shall be required for any public office or employment, nor shall any person

8 8 IRREVOCABLE PRIVILEGE, FRANCHISE be incompetent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on
OR IMMUNITY PROHIBITED. No law granting matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his

. bl ivil f hi . it hall b religious belief to affect the weight of his testimofkMENDMENT 4,
iIrrevocably any privilege, franchise or Immunity, shall be ;953 p 283 § 1. Approved November, 1904.]

passed by the legislature. Original text — Art. 1 § 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM — Absolute
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, and
8§ 9 RIGHTS OF ACCUSED PERSONS. No person  worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be

shall be compelled in any criminal case to give evidence Mmolested or disturbed in person, or property, on account of religion; but the

: : : . liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse
against himself, or be twice putin JeOpardy for the same acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace and

offense. safety of the state. No public money or property shall be appropriated for,
or applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support
§ 10 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. Justice in of any religious establishment. No religious qualification shall be required

all cases shall be administered openly, and without unneces®" any public office, or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent
sary delay ' as a witness, or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters of religion,

nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his religious belief to
affect the weight of his testimony.

§ 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute freedom
of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief and § 12 SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no onePROHIBITED. No law shall be passed granting to any
shall be molested or disturbed in person or property oncitizen, class of citizens, or corporation other than municipal,
account of religion; but the liberty of conscience hereby privileges or immunities which upon the same terms shall
secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts ofiot equally belong to all citizens, or corporations.
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state. No public money or property shall § 13 HABEAS CORPUS. The privilege of the writ
be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless in case of
exercise or instruction, or the support of any religious rebellion or invasion the public safety requires it.
establishment: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That this article
shall not be so construed as to forbid the employment by the  § 14 EXCESSIVE BAIL, FINES AND PUNISH-
state of a chaplain for such of the state custodial, correctiondMENTS. Excessive bail shall not be required, excessive
al, and mental institutions, or by a county’s or public fines imposed, nor cruel punishment inflicted.
hospital district’s hospital, health care facility, or hospice, as
in the discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No § 15 CONVICTIONS, EFFECT OF. No conviction
religious qualification shall be required for any public office shall work corruption of blood, nor forfeiture of estate.
or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as a
witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters of 8§ 16 EMINENT DOMAIN. Private property shall
religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice touching not be taken for private use, except for private ways of
his religious belief to affect the weight of his testimony. necessity, and for drains, flumes, or ditches on or across the
[AMENDMENT 88, 1993 House Joint Resolution No. 4200, lands of others for agricultural, domestic, or sanitary purpos-
p 3062. Approved November 2, 1993.] es. No private property shall be taken or damaged for public

Amendment 34 (1957) — Art. 1 § 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM — or private use without just compensation having been first

Absolute freedom of conscience in all maiters of religious sentiment, beliefmade, or paid into court for the owner, and no right-of-way
and worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be

(2004 Ed.) [Vol. 0 RCW—page 29]



Article | § 16 Constitution of the State of Washington

shall be appropriated to the use of any corporation other tharoffense is charged to have been committed and the right to
municipal until full compensation therefor be first made in appeal in all casesProvided, The route traversed by any
money, or ascertained and paid into court for the owner,railway coach, train or public conveyance, and the water
irrespective of any benefit from any improvement proposedtraversed by any boat shall be criminal districts; and the
by such corporation, which compensation shall be ascer4urisdiction of all public offenses committed on any such
tained by a jury, unless a jury be waived, as in other civil railway car, coach, train, boat or other public conveyance, or
cases in courts of record, in the manner prescribed by lawat any station or depot upon such route, shall be in any
Whenever an attempt is made to take private property for acounty through which the said car, coach, train, boat or other
use alleged to be public, the question whether the contempublic conveyance may pass during the trip or voyage, or in
plated use be really public shall be a judicial question, andwhich the trip or voyage may begin or terminate. In no
determined as such, without regard to any legislativeinstance shall any accused person before final judgment be
assertion that the use is publi®rovided, That the taking of = compelled to advance money or fees to secure the rights
private property by the state for land reclamation and herein guaranteed AMENDMENT 10, 1921 p 79 § 1.
settlement purposes is hereby declared to be for public useApproved November, 1922.]

[AMENDMENT 9, 1919 p 385 § 1. Approved November, Original text — Art . 1 § 22RIGHTS OF ACCUSED PERSONS

1920.] — In criminal prosecution, the accused shall have the right to appear and

Original text — Art. 1 § 16 EMINENT DOMAIN —  Private defend in person, ahn_d by (i]ounsel, to dehmandf the nature ar?'d causg c;]f thrje
property shall not be taken for private use, except for private ways of ™ SBIEL SRS 0Ty Bar amy SR 0Lt D SR RERl
necessity, and for drains, flumes or ditches on or across the lands of otherst | the attend g £ wit in hi ! behalf t ph yp d
for agricultural, domestic or sanitary purposes. No private property shall 0 COMPe! e atienoance of witnesses in his own benal, to have a speedy

be taken or damaged for public or private use without just compensation phjbl'c trlalhby an |mpart|a|_]ury of thehcogniity mn Wh'CT _the”offensg IS
having first been made, or paid into court for the owner, and no right of alleged to have been committed, and the right to appeal in all cases; and,

way shallbe appropriated o the use of any corporation ather than {11 1Sace,shl ary accused person before fnaludamentbe compeled
municipal, until full compensation therefor be first made in money, or Y 9 g )

ascertained and paid into the court for the owner, irrespective of any

benefit from any improvement proposed by such corporation, which § 23 BILL OF ATTAINDER, EX POST FACTO
compensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a jury be waived as inLAW, ETC. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law

other civil cases in courts of record, in the manner prescribed by law. impairing the obligations of contracts shall ever be passed
Whenever an attempt is made to take private property for a use alleged to ’

be public, the question whether the contemplated use be really public shall .
be a judicial question, and determined as such without regard to any 8§ 24 RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS. The right of the

legislative assertion that the use is public. individual citizen to bear arms in defense of himself, or the
state, shall not be impaired, but nothing in this section shall
§ 17 IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. There shall be  be construed as authorizing individuals or corporations to
no imprisonment for debt, except in cases of abscondingorganize, maintain or employ an armed body of men.
debtors.
§25 PROSECUTION BY INFORMATION.
§ 18 MILITARY POWER, LIMITATION OF.  The Offenses heretofore required to be prosecuted by indictment
military shall be in strict subordination to the civil power. may be prosecuted by information, or by indictment, as shall
be prescribed by law.
8§ 19 FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. All Elections
shall be free and equal, and no power, civil or military, shall § 26 GRAND JURY. No grand jury shall be drawn
at any time interfere to prevent the free exercise of the rightor summoned in any county, except the superior judge
of suffrage. thereof shall so order.

§ 20 BAIL, WHEN AUTHORIZED. All persons § 27 TREASON, DEFINED, ETC. Treason against
charged with crime shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, the state shall consist only in levying war against the state,
except for capital offenses when the proof is evident, or theor adhering to its enemies, or in giving them aid and
presumption great. comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on

the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or

§ 21 TRIAL BY JURY. The right of trial by jury confession in open court.
shall remain inviolate, but the legislature may provide for a
jury of any number less than twelve in courts not of record, § 28 HEREDITARY PRIVILEGES ABOLISHED.
and for a verdict by nine or more jurors in civil cases in any No hereditary emoluments, privileges, or powers, shall be
court of record, and for waiving of the jury in civil cases granted or conferred in this state.
where the consent of the parties interested is given thereto.

8§ 29 CONSTITUTION MANDATORY. The provi-

§ 22 RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. In criminal sions of this Constitution are mandatory, unless by express
prosecutions the accused shall have the right to appear angiords they are declared to be otherwise.
defend in person, or by counsel, to demand the nature and
cause of the accusation against him, to have a copy thereof, § 30 RIGHTS RESERVED. The enumeration in this
to testify in his own behalf, to meet the witnesses againstConstitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny
him face to face, to have compulsory process to compel thepthers retained by the people.
attendance of witnesses in his own behalf, to have a speedy
public trial by an impartial jury of the county in which the
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Constitution of the State of Washington Article | § 31

§ 31 STANDING ARMY. No standing army shall be In the event the victim is deceased, incompetent, a minor, or
kept up by this state in time of peace, and no soldier shall inotherwise unavailable, the prosecuting attorney may identify
time of peace be quartered in any house without the consena representative to appear to exercise the victim’s rights.
of its owner, nor in time of war except in the manner This provision shall not constitute a basis for error in favor
prescribed by law. of a defendant in a criminal proceeding nor a basis for

providing a victim or the victim’s representative with court

§ 32 FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES. A frequent appointed counsel AMENDMENT 84, 1989 Senate Joint
recurrence to fundamental principles is essential to theResolution No. 8200, p 2999. Approved November 7,
security of individual right and the perpetuity of free 1989.]
government.

Article 11
§ 33 RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS. Every LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

elective public officer of the state of Washington expect
[except] judges of courts of record is subject to recall and § 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE VESTED.

discharge by the legal voters of the state, or of the political The Ieg'|slat|ve agthorlty of the' state of Washington shall be
subdivision of the state, from which he was elected whenev-vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and house of
er a petition demanding his recall, reciting that such officer representatives, which shall be called the legislature of the
has committed some act or acts of malfeasance or misfeastate of Washington, but the people reserve to themselves the
sance while in office, or who has violated his oath of office, POWer to propose bills, laws, and to enact or reject the same
stating the matters complained of, signed by the percentagedt the polls, independent of the legislature, and also reserve
of the qualified electors thereof, hereinafter provided, the POWer, at their own option, to approve or reject at the polls
percentage required to be computed from the total number ofNY act, item, section, or part of any bill, act, or law passed
votes cast for all candidates for his said office to which he Py the legislature.

was elected at the preceding election, is filed with the officer () Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is
with whom a petition for nomination, or certificate for the initiative. Every such petition shall include the full text

nomination, to such office must be filed under the laws of of the measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives to the

this state, and the same officer shall call a special election adegislature and initiatives to the people, the number of valid
provided by the general election laws of this state, and theSignatures of legal voters required shall be equal to eight

result determined as therein provideAMENDMENT 8, percent of the votes cast for the office of governor at the last
1911 p 504 § 1. Approved November, 1912.] gubernatorial election preceding the initial filing of the text
of the initiative measure with the secretary of state.
§ 34 SAME. The legislature shall pass the necessary Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of

laws to carry out the provisions of section thirty-three (33) Stateé not less than four months before the election at which
of this article, and to facilitate its operation and effect they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten days before
without delay: Provided, That the authority hereby conferred any regular session of the legislature. If filed at least four
upon the legislature shall not be construed to grant to theMonths before the election at which they are to be voted
legislature any exclusive power of lawmaking nor in any UPon, he shall submit the same to the vote of the people at
way limit the initiative and referendum powers reserved by the said election. If such petitions are filed not less than ten
the people. The percentages required shall be, state officerglays before any regular session of the legislature, he shall
other than judges, senators and representatives, city officer§ertify the results within forty days of the filing. If certifica-

of cities of the first class, school district boards in cities of tion is not complete by the date that the legislature convenes,
the first class; county officers of counties of the first, second N€ shall provisionally certify the measure pending final
and third classes, twenty-five per cent. Officers of all other Certification of the measure. Such initiative measures,
political subdivisions, cities, towns, townships, precincts and Whether certified or provisionally certified, shall take
school districts not herein mentioned, and state senators an@récedence over all other measures in the legislature except

representatives, thirty-five per cenAMIENDMENT 8, appropriation bills and shall be either en_acted or rejected
1911 p 504 § 1. Approved November, 1912.] without change or amendment by the legislature before the
end of such regular session. If any such initiative measures

§35 VICTIMS OF CRIMES — RIGHTS. shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to the

Effective law enforcement depends on cooperation from réferendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred by the
victims of crime. To ensure victims a meaningful role in the 1€gislature to the people for approval or rejection at the next
criminal justice system and to accord them due dignity andregular election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken

respect, victims of crime are hereby granted the following UPON it by the legislature before the end of such regular
basic and fundamental rights. session, the secretary of state shall submit it to the people

Upon notifying the prosecuting attorney, a victim of a for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular general
crime charged as a felony shall have the right to be informedelection. The legislature may reject any measure so pro-
of and, subject to the discretion of the individual presiding Posed by initiative petition and propose a different one
over the trial or court proceedings, attend trial and all other dealing with the same subject, and in such event both
court proceedings the defendant has the right to attend, anéneasures shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the
to make a statement at sentencing and at any proceedinBeOp|e for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular
where the defendant’s release is considered, subject to thgeneral election. When conflicting measures are submitted

same rules of procedure which govern the defendant’s rightsto the people the ballots shall be so printed that a voter can
express separately by making one cross (X) for each, two
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preferences, first, as between either measure and neither, amibt be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of
secondly, as between one and the other. If the majority ofthe right to introduce any measure. All such petitions shall

those voting on the first issue is for neither, both fail, but in be filed with the secretary of state, who shall be guided by
that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless lige general laws in submitting the same to the people until
carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on additional legislation shall especially provide therefor. This

the first issue is for either, then the measure receiving asection is self-executing, but legislation may be enacted
majority of the votes on the second issue shall be law. especially to facilitate its operation.

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the (e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any actall laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitu-
bill, law, or any part thereof passed by the legislature, excepttion referred to the people with arguments for and against
such laws as may be necessary for the immediate preservahe laws and amendments so referred. The secretary of state
tion of the public peace, health or safety, support of the stateshall send one copy of the publication to each individual
government and its existing public institutions, either by place of residence in the state and shall make such additional
petition signed by the required percentage of the legal votersdistribution as he shall determine necessary to reasonably
or by the legislature as other bills are enactderovided, assure that each voter will have an opportunity to study the
That the legislature may not order a referendum on anymeasures prior to electionAMENDMENT 72, 1981
initiative measure enacted by the legislature under theSubstitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 133, p 1796.
foregoing subsection (a). The number of valid signatures of Approved November 3, 1981.]
registered voters required on a petition for referendum of anreferendum procedures regarding salaries: Art. 28 § 1.
act of the legislature or any part thereof, shall be equal to or Amendment 7 (1911) — Art. 2 § 1 Legislative Powers, Where
exceeding four percent of the votes cast for the office of Vested — The legislative authority of the state of Washington shall be
governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding thevested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and house of representatives,

i ; which shall be called the legislature of the state of Washington, but the
flllng of the text of the referendum measure with the people reserve to themselves the power to propose bills, laws, and to enact

secretary of state. ) ) or reject the same at the polls, independent of the legislature, and also
(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take reserve power, at their own option, to approve or reject at the polls any act,
effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the sessionitem, section or part of any bill, act or law passed by the legislature.
at which it was enacted. No act. law. or bill approved by a (a) Initiative: The first power reserved_ by the people is the initiative.
.. o ! ! Ten per centum, but in no case more than fifty thousand, of the legal voters
majority of the eleCtO_rs voting t.he'_‘eon Sha;" be amended Ofshall be required to propose any measure by such petition, and every such
repealed by the legislature within a period of two years petition shall include the full text of the measure so proposed. [Note:
following such enactment:Provided, That any such act, Signature requirements were superseded by Art. 2 Sec. 1(a), AMENDMENT
law, or bill may be amended within two years after such 30.] Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state not less
' . . . han four months before the election at which they are to be voted upon, or
enactment at any re;gular or speC|aI session of the leg|5|atur ot less than ten days before any regular session of the legislature. If filed
by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each at least four months before the election at which they are to be voted upon,
house with full compliance with section 12, Article Ill, of he shall submit the same to the vote of the people at the said election. If
the Washington Constitution, and no amendatory law s#cr; p(_atiltions aLe filﬁd”not less _tharl]n ten days br(]efolre e_ar;y regular session (_Jf
. . . . . the legislature, he shall transmit the same to the legislature as soon as it
adopted in accordance with this provision shall be SUbJeCt toconvenes and organizes. Such initiative measure shall take precedence over
referendum. But such enactment may be a}mende_d OBl other measures in the legislature except appropriation bills and shall be
repealed at any general regular or special election by directither enacted or rejected without change or amendment by the legislature
vote of the people thereon. before the end of such regular session. If any such initiative measures shall

T o ; be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to the referendum petition,
(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or -". :
it ti ts of t bill shall or it may be enacted and referred by the legislature to the people for
more 1tems, sections, or parts or any act, law, or bill shall gpproval or rejection at the next regular election. If it is rejected or if no
not delay the remainder of the measure from becomingaction is taken upon it by the legislature before the end of such regular
operative_ Referendum petitions against measures passed by_ssi(_)n, the secretary of state shall submit it to th_e people for_ approval or
the legislature shall be filed with the secretary of state notejection at the next ensuing regular general election. The legislature may
later than ninety davs after the final adiournment of the reject any measure so proposed_ by initiative petition and propose a different
i y, y X J ~ one dealing with the same subject, and in such event both measures shall
session of the legislature which passed the measure on whicBe submitted by the secretary of state to the people for approval or rejection
the referendum is demanded. The veto power of theat the next ensuing regular general election. When conflicting measures are
governor shall not extend to measures initiated by or referregubmitted to the people the ballots Sha(';(?? so printed that a voter can
: express separately by making one cross or each, two preferences, first,
to the pEOpIe' All elections on measures referred to theas between either measure and neither, and secondly, as between one and
people of the state shall be had at the next succeedinghe other. If the majority of those voting on the first issue is for neither,
regular general election following the filing of the measure both fail, but in that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless
with the secretary of state, except when the legislature shaIPefcareTtUA'y C?ﬁnte?hand made public. If a majority };0tlnfgtﬁn thetflrst ISStlrJ]e
; : i s for either, then the measure receiving a majority of the votes on the
order a special election. Any measure initiated by the people'secon d issue shall be law.
or referred to the IOeOF_)le_ as herein provided Sh"?‘” ?ake effect " ) Referendum. The second power reserved by the people is the
and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the referendum, and it may be ordered on any act, bill, law, or any part thereof
votes cast thereonProvided, That the vote cast upon such passed by the legislature, except such laws as may be necessary for the
question or measure shall equal one-third of the total Votegmmedlate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, support of the
t at h electi d not oth - Such haifate government and its existing public institutions, either by petition
cas' at suc e ection and not o erW'S,e' . uch measure s gned by _the required percentage of the legal voters, or by the Iegislatgre
be in operation on and after the thirtieth day after the as other bills are enacted. Six per centum, but in no case more than thirty
election at which it is approved. The style of all bills thousand, of the legal voters shall be required to sign and make a valid
proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it enacted by referendum petition. [Note: Signature requirements were superseded by

the people of the State of Washington.” This section shallA™ 2 Se¢- 1(), AMENDMENT 30
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(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect until specified in section 1 of this article as amended by the seventh amendment
ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it was enactedto the Constitution of this statfAMENDMENT 30, 1955 Senate Joint
No act, law, or bill approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon Resolution No. 4, p 1860. Approved November 6, 1956.]
shall be amended or repealed by the legislature within a period of two years

following such enactment. But such enactment may be amended or §2 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND

repealed at any general regular or special election by direct vote of the .
people thereon[Note: Subsection (c) was expressly superseded by Art. 2 SENATE. The house of representatives shall be composed

Sec. 41, AMENDMENT 26.] of not less than sixty-three nor more than ninety-nine
(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or more items, members. The number of senators shall not be more than
sections or parts of any act, law or bill shall not delay the remainder of the gne-half nor less than one-third of the number of members

measure from becoming operative. Referendum petitions against measure : - f
passed by the legislature shall be filed with the secretary of state not Iatera]c the house of representatives. The first leQISIature shall be

than ninety days after the final adjournment of the session of the legislatureCOMPOS ed of seve nty mem bers of the house of
which passed the measure on which the referendum is demanded. The vetepresentatives, and thirty-five senators.

power of the governor shall not extend to measures initiated by or referred

to the people. All elections on measures referred to the people of the state § 3 THE CENSUS. [Repealed b)AMENDMENT 74,

shall be had at the biennial regular elections, except when the legislature . . .
shall order a special election. Any measure initiated by the people or 1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 103, p 2202.

referred to the people as herein provided shall take effect and become theApproved November 8, 1983.]

law if it is approved by a majority of the votes cast theredtrovided, That Original text - Art. 2 Section 3 THE CENSUS The legislature shall

the vote cast upon such question or measure shall equal one-third of theyoyide by law for an enumeration of the inhabitants of the state in the year
total votes cast at such election and not otherwise. Such measure shall bgne thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and every ten years thereafter;
in operation on and after the thirtieth day after the election at which itis and at the first session after such enumeration, and also after each
approved. The style of all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be enymeration made by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall
it enacted by the people of the State of Washington.” This section shall notapportion and district anew the members of the senate and house of
be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to rgpresentatives, according to the number of inhabitants, excluding Indians

introduce any measurelhe whole number of electors who voted for o axed, soldiers, sailors and officers of the United States army and navy
governor at the regular gubernatorial election last preceding the filing of any i, active service.

petition for the initiative or for the referendum shall be the basis on which
the number of legal voters necessary to sign such petition shall be counted.

[Note: Cf. Art. 2 Sec. 1(a), AMENDMENT 30] All such petitions shall be § 4 ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES AND

filed with the secretary of state, who shall be guided by the general lawsin TERM OF OFFICE. Members of the house of
submitting the same to the people until additional legislation shall representatives shall be elected in the year eighteen hundred
especially provide therefor. This section is self-executing, but legislation and eighty-nine at the time and in the manner provided by

may be enacted especially to facilitate its operation. . - . .
The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or parts tHiS Constitution, and shall hold their offices for the term of

of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the people withOne year and until their successors shall be elected.
arguments for and against the laws and amendments so referred, so that

each voter of the state shall receive the publication at least fifty days before 8§ 5 ELECTIONS, WHEN TO BE HELD. The next

the election at which they are to be voted updiNote: This paragraph : :
was expressly superseded by subsection (e) of this section, which was adde lection of .the members of th.e h(?use of representatlves_ after
by AMENDMENT 36.] the adoption of this Constitution shall be on the first

(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or Tuesday after the first Monday of November, eighteen
parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the peoplehundred and ninety, and thereafter, members of the house of

with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so referred. Therepresentatives shall be elected biennially and their term of
secretary of state shall send one copy of the publication to each individual

place of residence in the state and shall make such additional distribution office shall be two years, and each election shall be on the

as he shall determine necessary to reasonably assure that each voter wilfirst Tuesday after the first Monday in November, unless
have an opportunity to study the measures prior to election. These otherwise changed by law.
provisions supersede the provisions set forth in the last paragraph of

section 1 of this article as amended by the seventh amendment to the
Constitution of this statd AMENDMENT 7, 1911 House Bill No. 153 p §6 ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF

136. Approved November, 1912; Subsection (e) added by AMENDMENT SENATORS. After the first election the senators shall be
36, 1961 Senate Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2751. Approved November,elected by single districts of convenient and contiguous

1962.] N territory, at the same time and in the same manner as
Original text — Art . 2 § 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE members of the house of representatives are required to be
VESTED — The legislative powers shall be vested in a senate and housee|ected. and no representative district shall be divided in the
of representatives, which shall be called the legislature of the State of ") . .
Washington. formation of a senatorial district. They shall be elected for
Note: Art. 2 Sec. 31 was also stricken by AMENDMENT 7. the term of four years, one-half of their number retiring
every two years. The senatorial districts shall be numbered
§ 1(a) INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM, SIGNA- consecutively, and the senators chosen at the first election

TURES REQUIRED. [Stricken by Amendment 721981 had by virtue of this Constitution, in odd numbered districts,

Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 133, p 1796. Ap-shall go out of office at the end of the first year; and the
proved November 3, 1981.] senators, elected in the even numbered districts, shall go out

Amendment 30 (1956) — Art 2 § 1(a) INITIATIVE AND REFER- of office at the end of the third year.
ENDUM, SIGNATURES REQUIRED — Hereafter, the number of valid
signatures of legal voters required upon a petition for an initiative measure 87 QUALIFICATIONS OF LEGISLATORS. No

shall be equal to eight per centum of the number of voters registered andperson shall be eligible to the legislature who shall not be a

voting for the office of governor at the last preceding regular gubernatorial ;.: ; s ;
election. Hereafter, the number of valid signatures of legal voters required citizen of the United States and a quaI|f|ed voter in the

upon a petition for a referendum of an act of the legislature or any part district for which he is chosen.
thereof, shall be equal to four per centum of the number of voters registered

and voting for the office of governor at the last preceding regular

gubernatorial election. These provisions supersede the requirements
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8§ 8 JUDGES OF THEIR OWN ELECTION AND this Constitution shall be considered by the legislature but
QUALIFICATION — QUORUM. Each house shall be the shall not be mandatory.
judge of the election, returns and qualifications of its own (3) Committees of the Legislature. Standing and special
members, and a majority of each house shall constitute acommittees of the legislature shall meet and conduct official
guorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjournbusiness pursuant to such rules as the legislature may adopt.
from day to day and may compel the attendance of absenfAMENDMENT 68, 1979 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution
members, in such manner and under such penalties as ead¥io. 110, p 2286. Approved November 6, 1979.]

house may provide. Extraordinary sessions to reconsider vetoes: . 8§ 12.
Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . 2§ 42. Sessions to convene on the second Monday in January: RCW 44.04.010.
Original text — Art . 2 8§ 12SESSIONS, WHEN — DURATION
8§ 9 RULES OF PROCEDURE. Each house may — The first legislature shall meet on the first Wednesday after the first

determine the rules of its own proceedingS, punish for Monday in November, A. D., 1889. The second legislature shall meet on

: : ; the first Wednesday after the first Monday in January, A. D., 1891, and
contempt. and dlsorderly behavior, and, with the COncurrencesessions of the legislature shall be held biennially thereafter, unless
of two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a member, specially convened by the governor, but the times of meeting of subsequent

but no member shall be expelled a second time for the same@essions may be changed by the legislature. After the first legislature the
offense. sessions shall not be more than sixty days.

§10 ELECTION OF OFFICERS. Each house shall § 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS HOLDING
elect its own officers; and when the lieutenant governor shall OFFICE IN THE STATE. No member of the legislature,
not attend as president, or shall act as governor, the senat@uring the term for which he is elected, shall be appointed
shall choose a temporary president. When presiding, thedr €lected to any civil office in the state, which shall have
lieutenant governor shall have the deciding vote in case ofoeen created during the term for which he was elected. Any

an equal division of the senate. member of the legislature who is appointed or elected to any
civil office in the state, the emoluments of which have been
§11 JOURNAL, PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS — increased during his legislative term of office, shall be

ADJOURNMENTS. Each house shall keep a journal of its compensated for the initial term of the civil office at the
proceedings and publish the same, except such parts al§Vvel designated prior to the increase in emoluments.
require secrecy. The doors of each house shall be kept opedAMENDMENT 69, 1979 Senate Joint Resolution No. 112,
except when the public welfare shall require secrecy. P 2287. Approved November 6, 1979 ]

Neither house shall adjourn for more than three days, norto  Original text — Art. 2 § 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS

; i T HOLDING OFFICE IN THE STATE — No member of the legislature
any place other than that in which they may be sitting, "% , : . '
without the consent of the other. during the term for which he is elected, shall be appointed or elected to any

civil office in the state, which shall have been created, or the emoluments
of which shall have been increased, during the term for which he was

§ 12 SESSIONS, WHEN — DURATION. (1) elected.
Regular Sessions. A regular session of the legislature shall
be convened each year. Regular sessions shall convene on 8 14 SAME, FEDERAL OR OTHER OFFICE. No
such day and at such time as the legislature shall determingerson, being a member of congress, or holding any civil or
by statute. During each odd-numbered year, the regularmilitary office under the United States or any other power,
session shall not be more than one hundred five consecutivéhall be eligible to be a member of the legislature; and if any
days. During each even-numbered year, the regular sessioperson after his election as a member of the legislature, shall
shall not be more than sixty consecutive days. be elected to congress or be appointed to any other office,

(2) Special Legislative Sessions. Special legislative Civil or military, under the government of the United States,
sessions may be convened for a period of not more tharpr any other power, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his
thirty consecutive days by proclamation of the governor seat, provided, that officers in the militia of the state who
pursuant to Article I1I, section 7 of this Constitution. receive no annual salary, local officers and postmasters,
Special legislative sessions may also be convened for avhose compensation does not exceed three hundred dollars
period of not more than thirty consecutive days by resolution per annum, shall not be ineligible.
of the legislature upon the affirmative vote in each house of
two-thirds of the members elected or appointed thereto, 8 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE AND IN
which vote may be taken and resolution executed eitherPARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE. Such
while the legislature is in session or during any interim vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or
between sessions in accordance with such procedures as i@ any partisan county elective office shall be filled by
legislature may provide by law or resolution. The resolution appointment by the county legislative authority of the county
convening the legislature shall specify a purpose or purposegn which the vacancy occursProvided, That the person
for the convening of a special session, and any specia@ppointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same
session convened by the resolution shall consider onlylegislative district, county, or county commissioner or
measures germane to the purpose or purposes expressed ¢auncil district and the same political party as the legislator
the resolution, unless by resolution adopted during theor partisan county elective officer whose office has been
session upon the affirmative vote in each house of two-thirdsvacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be
of the members elected or appointed thereto, an additionanominated by the county central committee of that party, and
purpose or purposes are expressed. The specification oih case a majority of the members of the county legislative
purpose by the governor pursuant to Article 1ll, section 7 of authority do not agree upon the appointment within sixty
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days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall withinvacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or in any partisan
thirty days thereafter. and from the list of nominees provided county elective office shall be filled by appointment by the board of county

f . commissioners of the county in which the vacancy ocderevided, That
for herein, appoint a person who shall be from the sameéy,. person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same legislative

legislative district, county, or county commissioner or (istrict and the same political party as the legislator whose office has been
council district and of the same political party as the vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the
legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has BT (MR P O 20 1 B0 3 the hext general lection, and
bee.n V.acated’ and the persqn SO appomted shall hold Ofincéhall have qualified: Provided,That in case of a vacancy occurring in tr’1e
until his or her successor is elected at the next generabsgice of joint senator, or joint representative, the vacancy shall be filled
election, and has qualifiedProvided That in case of a  from a list of three nominees selected by the state central committee, by
vacancy occurring after the general election in a year that theappointment by the joint action of the boards of county commissioners of
office appears on the ballot and before the start of the nex[:he counties composing the joint senatorial or joint representative district,
h fth ho is of th he person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same legislative
term’ the term of the successor who Is of the same party_a%istrict and of the same political party as the legislator whose office has
the incumbent may commence once he or she has qualifietleen vacated, and in case a majority of said county commissioners do not
and shall continue through the term for which he or she wasagree upon the appointment within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the
elected: Provided.That in case of a vacancy Occurring in 9overnor shall within thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nominees
th ff'. fioi ,t t ioint tati th provided for herein, appoint a person who shall be from the same
e offce o jO|n. senator, O,r jom represgn ative, the legislative district and of the same political party as the legislator whose
vacancy shall be filled from a list of three nominees selectedoffice has been vacatefBAMENDMENT 32, 1955 Senate Joint Resolution
by the state central committee, by appointment by the jointNo. 14, p 1862. Approved November 6, 1956.]
action of the boards of county legislative authorities of the Amendment 13 (1930) — Art 2 § 15VACANCIES IN LEGISLA-
counties composing the joint senatorial or joint representativeT#FﬁEb—f_HSléCQ Vacan_c'tes aSt g“a%OCbCUf 'd” E]{”her TOUSE of the 'eg'5|a]}l:rr]e
fopr ; : shall be filled by appointment by the board of county commissioners of the
district, the person ap.pomt_ed.to fill the vacancy mus.t. be county in which the vacancy occurs, and the person so appointed shall hold
from the same legislative district and of the same political office until his successor is elected at the next general election, and shall
party as the legislator whose office has been vacated, and imave qualified: Provided,That in case of a vacancy occurring in the office
case a majority of the members of the county legislative of joint fsehnat)or, t(f;e \]{acancy shall be filled b); érl]ppointmem by the_jointh
; ; HRin Qi action of the boards of county commissioners of the counties composing the
gmho”g dct)hnOt agree upon thetf;\]ppomtment Wi!]thllln Slt);;[y joint senatorial district.[AMENDMENT 13, 1929 p 690. Approved
a_lys arter the vacancy occurs, e govern(_)r Sha W! n November, 1930.]
thirty days therea_fter, and from the list of nominees provided Original text — Art . 2 § 15WRITS OF ELECTION TO FILL
for 'here_ln. a'pp(_)lnt a person who shall 'b'e from the sameyacANCIES — The governor shall issue writs of election to fill such
legislative district and of the same political party as the vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature.
legislator whose office has been vacateMENDMENT
96,2003 House Joint Resolution No. 4206, p 2819. 8§16 PRIVILEGES FROM ARREST. Members of

Approved November 4, 2003.] the legislature shall be privileged from arrest in all cases
Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . &r§ 42. except treason, felony and breach of the peace; they shall not
Vacancies in county, etc., offices, how filled: Art. 11 § 6. be subject to any civil process during the session of the

Amendment 52, part (1967) — Art 2 § 15VACANCIES IN legislature, nor for'f|fteen days next before the commence-
LEGISLATURE AND IN PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE ment of each session.

— Such vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or in any
partisan county elective office shall be filled by appointment by the board § 17 FREEDOM OF DEBATE. No member of the

of county commissioners of the county in which the vacancy occurs: : . . . - .
Provided, That the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the legislature shall be liable in any civil action or criminal

same legislative district, county or county commissioner district and the Prosecution whatever, for words spoken in debate.
same political party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer
whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall  § 18 STYLE OF LAWS. The style of the laws of

be nominated by the county central committee of that party, and in case athe state shall be: "Be it enacted by the Legislature of the
majority of said county commissioners do not agree upon the appointment ’ y 9

within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty Stat? of Washington.” And no laws shall be enacted except
days thereafter, and from the list of nominees provided for herein, appoint by bill.
a person who shall be from the same legislative district, county or county

commissioner district and of the same political party as the legislator or §19 BILL TO CONTAIN ONE SUBJECT. No bill
partisan county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and the hall b h bi d th hall b
person so appointed shall hold office until his successor is elected at theShall €m r_ace mPre than one subject, and that sha €
next general election, and shall have qualifieBrovided, That in case of  expressed in the title.

a vacancy occurring in the office of joint senator, or joint representative,

the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three nominees selected by the state § 20 ORIGIN AND AMENDMENT OF BILLS.

central committee, by appointment by the joint action of the boards of . . . . .
county commissioners of the counties composing the joint senatorial or jointAny bill may originate in either house of the Ieg'SIature' and

representative district, the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from@ bill passed by one house may be amended in the other.
the same legislative district and of the same political party as the legislator
whose office has been vacated, and in case a majority of said county § 21 YEAS AND NAYS. The yeas and nays of the
commissioners do not agree upon the appointment within sixty days after, ; ;
the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and members of either hquse shall be entered on the Joumal’ on
from the list of nominees provided for herein, appoint a person who shall the demand of one-sixth of the members present.
be from the same legislative district and of the same political party as the
legislator whose office has been vacattdMENDMENT 52, part, 1967 § 22 PASSAGE OF BILLS. No bill shall become a
ﬁe”ateb“émlgggi"u“on No. 24, part; see 1969 p 2976. Approved|gy ynless on its final passage the vote be taken by yeas and
ovember . . -
' nays, the names of the members voting for and against the

Amendment 32 (1956) — Art 2 § 15VACANCIES IN LEGISLA- . L.

TURE AND IN PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE — _ Such same be entered on the journal of each house, and a majority
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of the members elected to each house be recorded thereon asmd military roads to aid in the construction of which lands

voting in its favor. shall have been or may be granted by congress.
Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . &r§ 42. 3. For authorizing persons to keep ferries wholly within
this state.
§ 23 COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. Each 4. For authorizing the sale or mortgage of real or

member of the legislature shall receive for his services five personal property of minors, or others under disability.
dollars for each day’s attendance during the session, and ten 5. For assessment or collection of taxes, or for extending
cents for every mile he shall travel in going to and returning the time for collection thereof.

from the place of meeting of the legislature, on the most 6. For granting corporate powers or privileges.

usual route. 7. For authorizing the apportionment of any part of the
Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § SChool fund.
1, Art. 30. 8. For incorporating any town or village or to amend the
charter thereof.
§ 24 LOTTERIES AND DIVORCE. The legislature 9. From giving effect to invalid deeds, wills or other

shall never grant any divorce. Lotteries shall be prohibited instruments.
except as specifically authorized upon the affirmative vote of 10. Releasing or extinguishing in whole or in part, the
sixty percent of the members of each house of the legislaturéndebtedness, liability or other obligation, of any person, or

or, notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, corporation to this state, or to any municipal corporation
by referendum or initiative approved by a sixty percent therein.

affirmative vote of the electors voting thereoAMEND- 11. Declaring any person of age or authorizing any minor
MENT 56, 1971 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5, p 1828. to sell, lease, or encumber his or her property.
Approved November 7, 1972.] 12. Legalizing, except as against the state, the unautho-
Original text — Art. 2 § 24 LOTTERIES AND DIVORCE — The rized or invalid act of any officer.
legislature shall never authorize any lottery or grant any divorce. 13. Regulating the rates of interest on money.
14. Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures.
§ 25 EXTRA COMPENSATION PROHIBITED. 15. Providing for the management of common schools.

The legislature shall never grant any extra compensation to 16, Authorizing the adoption of children.

any public officer, agent, employee, servant, or contractor, 17, For limitation of civil or criminal actions.

after the services shall have been rendered, or the contract 18, Changing county lines, locating or changing county

entered into, nor shall the compensation of any public officer seats, provided, this shall not be construed to apply to the

be increased or diminished during his term of office. creation of new counties.

.NOthmg.m this section shall b? deemed to prevent Increase%orporations for municipal purposes shall not be created by special laws:

in pensions after such pensions shall have been granted. " ar. 11 § 10.

[AMENDMENT 35, 1957 Senate Joint Resolution No. 18,

p 1301. Approved November 4, 1958.] § 29 CONVICT LABOR. After the first day of

Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § January eighteen hundred and ninety the labor of convicts of
L this state shall not be let out by contract to any person,

Increase during term of certain officers, authorized: Art. 30 § 1. copartnership, company or corporation, and the legislature
Increase or diminution of compensation during term of office prohibited. shall by law provide for the working of convicts for the
county, city, town or municipal officers: Art. 11 § 8. benefit of the state.

judicial officers: Art 4 § 13.
state officers: Art3 § 25.
Original text — Art. 2 § 25 EXTRA COMPENSATION, PROHIB- §30 BRIBERY OR CORRUPT SOLICITATION.

ITED — The legislature shall never grant any extra compensation to any 1 h€ offense of corrupt solicitation of members of the
public officer, agent, servant, or contractor, after the services shall have legislature, or of public officers of the state or any municipal
been ren_dere_d, or the_z contract ente_rec_i !nto, nor s_hall @he compens_ation ofdivision thereof, and any occupation or practice of solicita-
any public officer be increased or diminished during his term of office. tion of such members or officers to influence their official
action, shall be defined by law, and shall be punished by
fine and imprisonment. Any person may be compelled to
' testify in any lawful investigation or judicial proceeding
against any person who may be charged with having
committed the offense of bribery or corrupt solicitation, or
practice of solicitation, and shall not be permitted to with-
hold his testimony on the ground that it may criminate
himself or subject him to public infamy, but such testimony
shall not afterwards be used against him in any judicial
pronibieflom enacing any privat orspecal aws n the fececd 09 SXCEPL IO U 1 g st estmony -
following cases: shall as part of the punishment therefor, be disqualified from

1. For chan_glng the names of persons, or constituting ON€aver holding any position of honor, trust or profit in this
person the heir at law of another.

> For laving out. opening or altering highwavs. excent in state. A member who has a private interest in any bill or
' ying out, Opening or altering nighways, PLIN measure proposed or pending before the legislature, shall
cases of state roads extending into more than one county,

§ 26 SUITS AGAINST THE STATE. The legisla-
ture shall direct by law, in what manner, and in what courts
suits may be brought against the state.

§ 27 ELECTIONS — VIVA VOCE VOTE. In all
elections by the legislature the members shall vote viva voce
and their votes shall be entered on the journal.

§ 28 SPECIAL LEGISLATION. The legislature is
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Constitution of the State of Washington Article Il § 30

disclose the fact to the house of which he is a member, and § 34 BUREAU OF STATISTICS, AGRICULTURE
shall not vote thereon. AND IMMIGRATION. There shall be established in the
office of the secretary of state, a bureau of statistics,
§ 31 LAWS, WHEN TO TAKE EFFECT. [This agriculture and immigration, under such regulations as the
section stricken YAMENDMENT 7,1911 House Bill No.  legislature may provide.
153, p 136. Approved November, 1912.]
Original text — Art. 2 § 31 LAWS, WHEN TO TAKE EFFECT § 35 PROTECTION OF EMPLOYEES. The
— No law, except appropriation hills, shall take effect until ninety days legislature shall pass necessary laws for the protection of
after the adjournment of the session at which it was enacted, unless in casgyarsons Working in mines, factories and other employments

of an emergency (which emergency must be expressed in the preamble ; ; . : ;
in the body of the act) the legislature shall otherwise direct by a vote of aangerous to life or deleterious to health; and fix pains and

two-thirds of all the members elected to each house; said vote to be takerP€nalties for the enforcement of the same.
by yeas and nays and entered on the journals.
Effective dates of laws: Art. 2 §§ 1 and 41. 8§ 36 WHEN BILLS MUST BE INTRODUCED.
No bill shall be considered in either house unless the time of
§ 32 LAWS, HOW SIGNED. No bill shall become its introduction shall have been at least ten days before the
a law until the same shall have been signed by the presidindinal adjournment of the legislature, unless the legislature
officer of each of the two houses in open session, and undeshall otherwise direct by a vote of two-thirds of all the
such rules as the legislature shall prescribe. members elected to each house, said vote to be taken by
yeas and nays and entered upon the journal, or unless the
§ 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP. [Repealed byAMEND- same be at a special session.
MENT 42 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 20, p
2816. Approved November 8, 1966.] § 37 REVISION OR AMENDMENT. No act shall
Amendment 29 (1954) — Art 2 § 33ALIEN OWNERSHIP — The ever be revised or amended by mere reference to its title, but

ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith have the act revised or the section amended shall be set forth at
declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is f|| length.
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under

mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the collection
of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any alien directly, § 38 LIMITATION ON AMENDMENTS. No

or in trust for such alien, shall be voidProvided, That the provisions of ~ amendment to any bill shall be allowed which shall change
this section shall not apply to lands containing valuable deposits of the scope and object of the bill.

minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the necessary land for mills

and machinery to be used in the development thereof and the manufacture

of the products therefromAnd provided further,That the provisions of this § 39 FREE TRANSPORTATION TO PUBLIC

section shall not apply to the citizens of such of the Provinces of the OFFICER PROHIBITED. It shall not be lawful for any

Domlmr?_n Off Can_awl_aI ?s gogwt_expres?bé'or by lmEp’lllgel\lﬂt:EoSszrghlblt person holding public office in this state to accept or use a

ownership of provincial lands by citizens of this stdfv , i i

1953 House Joint Resolution No. 16, p 853. Approved November 2, 1954.] pass or .to purChase transportation from any railroad or other
corporation, other than as the same may be purchased by the

Amendment 24 (1950) — Art 2 § 33ALIEN OWNERSHIP — The . -
ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith have general pUb“C’ and the Ieglslature shall pass laws to enforce

declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is thiS provision.

prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under

mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the collection § 40 HIGHWAY FUNDS. All fees collected by the

of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any alien directly, : : p

or in trust for such alien, shall be void®rovided, That the provisions of State (.)f WaShmgton as license fees for motor'vehlcles and
this section shall not apply to lands containing valuable deposits of &/l excise taxes collected by the State of Washington on the
minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the necessary land for mills sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle fuel and all other
and machinery to be used in the development thereof and the manufacturestate revenue intended to be used for highway purposes, shalll
of the products therefromAnd provided further;That the provisions of this be paid into the state treasury and placed in a special fund

section shall not apply to the citizens of such of the Provinces of thet b d lusivelv for hiah Such hiah
Dominion of Canada as do not expressly or by implication prohibit 0 be used exclusively Tor highway purposes. such highway

ownership of provincial lands by citizens of this state. Every corporation, Purposes shall be construed to include the following:

the majority of the capital stock of which is owned by aliens, shall be (a) The necessary operating, engineering and legal
considered an alien for the purposes of this prohibitiphMENDMENT expenses connected with the administration of public
24, 1949 Senate Joint Resolution No. 9, p 999. Approved November, . . .

1950] highways, county roads and city streets;

Original text — Art. 2 § 33 OWNERSHIP OF LANDS BY (b) The construction, reconstruction, maintenance,
ALIENS, PROHIBITED — Exceptions — The ownership of lands by ~ Fepalr, and be_ttermem of pUbl_'C highways, county roads,
aliens, other than those who in good faith have declared their intention to bridges and city streets; including the cost and expense of
become citizens of the United States, is prohibited in this state, except wher¢1) acquisition of rights-of-way, (2) installing, maintaining

acquired by inheritance, under mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary ; i i ; ; ini
course of justice in the collection of debts; and all conveyances of lands and operating traffic sIgns and Slgnal |IghtS, (3) pollcmg by

hereafter made to any alien directly or in trust for such alien shall be void: € State of public highways, (4) operation of movable span
Provided,That the provisions of this section shall not apply to lands bridges, (5) operation of ferries which are a part of any
containing valuable deposits of minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire-clay, public highway, county road, or city street;

and thehnecefssaré/ Iind for miflls and m?cp‘ineryt; be ushed ir; the develop- (c) The payment or refunding of any obligation of the
ment thereof and the manufacture of the products therefrom. Every : " S

corporation, the majority of the capital stock of which is owned by aliens, Sta:te of Washington, or any p0||tlf.:a| Sl_deIVISI_On thereof, for
shall be considered on alien for the purposes of this prohibition. which any of the revenues described in section 1 may have

been legally pledged prior to the effective date of this act;
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Article 11 § 40 Constitution of the State of Washington

(d) Refunds authorized by law for taxes paid on motor Article 2, Sections 8, 15 (Amendments 13 and 32), and

vehicle fuels; 22, Membership, Quorum of Legislature and Passage of
(e) The cost of collection of any revenues described in Bills;
this section: Article 3, Section 10 (Amendment 6), Succession to

Provided, That this section shall not be construed to Governorship: Provided, That the legislature shall not depart
include revenue from general or special taxes or excises nofrom Section 10, Article 1ll, as amended by Amendment 6,
levied primarily for highway purposes, or apply to vehicle of the state Constitution relating to the Governor’s office so
operator’s license fees or any excise tax imposed on motofong as any successor therein named is available and capable
vehicles or the use thereof in lieu of a property tax thereon,of assuming the powers and duties of such office as therein
or fees for certificates of ownership of motor vehicles. prescribed;

[AMENDMENT 18, 1943 House Joint Resolution No. 4, p Article 3, Section 13, Vacancies in State Offices;
938. Approved November, 1944.] Article 11, Section 6, Vacancies in County Offices;
Article 11, Section 2, Seat of County Government;

§ 41 LAWS, EFFECTIVE DATE, INITIATIVE, Article 3, Section 24, State Record\NIENDMENT

REFERENDUM — AMENDMENT OR REPEAL. No 39, 1961 House Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2758. Approved
act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect until November, 1962.]

ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which itcontinuity of government act: Chapter 42.14 RCW.

was enacted. No act, law or bill approved by a majority of

the electors voting thereon shall be amended or repealed by § 43 REDISTRICTING. (1) In January of each year
the legislature within a period of two years following such ending in one, a commission shall be established to provide
enactment:Provided,That any such act, law or bill may be for the redistricting of state legislative and congressional
amended within two years after such enactment at anydistricts.

regular or special session of the legislature by a vote of (2) The commission shall be composed of five members
two-thirds of all the members elected to each house with full to be selected as follows: The legislative leader of the two
compliance with section 12, Article Ill, of the Washington largest political parties in each house of the legislature shall
Constitution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordanceappoint one voting member to the commission by January
with this provision shall be subject to referendum. But such 15th of each year ending in one. By January 31st of each
enactment may be amended or repealed at any generalear ending in one, the four appointed members, by an
regular or special election by direct vote of the people affirmative vote of at least three, shall appoint the remaining
thereon. These provisions supersede the provisions ofnember. The fifth member of the commission, who shall be
subsection (c) of section 1 of this article as amended by thenonvoting, shall act as its chairperson. If any appointing
seventh amendment to the Constitution of this state.authority fails to make the required appointment by the date
[AMENDMENT 26, 1951 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution established by this subsection, within five days after that date

No. 7, p 959. Approved November 4, 1952.] the supreme court shall make the required appointment.
Reviser's note: (1) In third sentence, comma between "general” and (3) No elected official and no person elected to legisla-
“regular" omitted in conformity with enrolled resolution. tive district, county, or state political party office may serve

(2) Subsection (c) of section 1 of this article was amended by on the commission. A commission member shall not have
Amendment 72, approved November 3, 1981. -
been an elected official and shall not have been an elected

§ 42 GOVERNMENTAL CONTINUITY DURING Ie'giglative district, county, or state political party officgr
EMERGENCY PERIODS. The legislature, in order to  Within two years of his or her appointment to the commis-
insure continuity of state and local governmental operationsS/ON:  The provisions of this subsection do not apply to the
in periods of emergency resulting from enemy attack, shaIIOfflce of precinct committee person. -
have the power and the duty, immediately upon and after. (4 The legislature shall enact laws providing for the
adoption of this amendment, to enact legislation providing IMPlémentation of this section, to include additional qualifi-
for prompt and temporary succession to the powers andcations for_ co_mm|SS|oners.and additional standa_rds to govern
duties of public offices of whatever nature and whether filled the commission. _Th_e legislature Sh‘."‘” appropriate funds to
by election or appointment, the incumbents and legal €"abPl€ the comm|§S|or;1t<l)| carry out its dut||e§. udi
successors of which may become unavailable for carrying on___ (2) Each district shall contain a population, excluding
the powers and duties of such offices; the legislature shallonresident military personnel, as nearly equal as practicable
likewise enact such other measures as may be necessary an the pt())lpulatl?]nd_of any ﬁtner district. To the extent
proper for insuring the continuity of governmental operations rehas”()na e, each district shall contain COT}“%FS”S territory, 4
during such emergencies. Legislation enacted under th all be compact and convenient, and shall be separate

powers conferred by this amendment shall in all respects' 0™ adjoining districts by natural geographic barriers,
conform to the remainder of the ConstitutioProvided art|f|C|a_I barrlers, or political subdlws!on boundaries. The
That if, in the judgment of the legislature at the time of cor_n:m_ssmr) s plan .sffhall ”0; proxlde for all' nhumber ?]f
disaster, conformance to the provisions of the Constitutionleg'.S ative districts di er.en'g t ,an that established by the
would be impracticable or would admit of undue delay, such '€gislature.  The commission’s plan shall not be drawn
legislation may depart during the period of emergency purposely to favor or discriminate against any political party

. : or group.
fﬁ eu Sggngilitﬁggmy attack only, from the following sections of (6) The commission shall complete redistricting as soon

; ; . as possible following the federal decennial census, but no
Article 14, Sections 1 and 2, Seat of Government; later than January 1st of each year ending in two. At least
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Constitution of the State of Washington Article Il § 43

three of the voting members shall approve such a redistrict- 84 RETURNS OF ELECTIONS, CANVASS, ETC.
ing plan. If three of the voting members of the commission The returns of every election for the officers named in the
fail to approve a plan within the time limitations provided in first section of this article shall be sealed up and transmitted
this subsection, the supreme court shall adopt a plan by Aprilto the seat of government by the returning officers, directed
30th of the year ending in two in conformance with the to the secretary of state, who shall deliver the same to the
standards set forth in subsection (5) of this section. speaker of the house of representatives at the first meeting
(7) The legislature may amend the redistricting plan but of the house thereafter, who shall open, publish and declare
must do so by a two-thirds vote of the legislators elected orthe result thereof in the presence of a majority of the
appointed to each house of the legislature. Any amendmenmembers of both houses. The person having the highest
must have passed both houses by the end of the thirtieth dapumber of votes shall be declared duly elected, and a
of the first session convened after the commission hascertificate thereof shall be given to such person, signed by
submitted its plan to the legislature. After that day, the plan, the presiding officers of both houses; but if any two or more
with any legislative amendments, constitutes the stateshall be highest and equal in votes for the same office, one
districting law. of them shall be chosen by the joint vote of both houses.
(8) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the Contested elections for such officers shall be decided by the
reconvening of a commission for the purpose of modifying legislature in such manner as shall be determined by law.
a districting law adopted under this section. Such reconven-The terms of all officers named in section one of this article
ing requires a two-thirds vote of the legislators elected or shall commence on the second Monday in January after their
appointed to each house of the legislature. The commissiorelection until otherwise provided by law.
shall conform to the standards prescribed under subsection
(5) of this section and any other standards or procedures that 8 5 GENERAL DUTIES OF GOVERNOR. The
the legislature may provide by law. At least three of the governor may require information in writing from the
voting members shall approve such a modification. Any officers of the state upon any subject relating to the duties of
modification adopted by the commission may be amended bytheir respective offices, and shall see that the laws are
a two-thirds vote of the legislators elected and appointed tofaithfully executed.
each house of the legislature. The state districting law shall
include the modifications with amendments, if any. 8§ 6 MESSAGES. He shall communicate at every
(9) The legislature shall prescribe by law the terms of session by message to the legislature the condition of the
commission members and the method of filling vacancies onaffairs of the state, and recommend such measures as he
the commission. shall deem expedient for their action.
(10) The supreme court has original jurisdiction to hear
and decide all cases involving congressional and legislative = § 7 EXTRA LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS. He may,
redistricting. on extraordinary occasions, convene the legislature by
(11) Legislative and congressional districts may not be proclamation, in which shall be stated the purposes for which
changed or established except pursuant to this section. Ahe legislature is convened.
districting plan and any legislative amendments to the plangxtraordinary sessions to reconsider vetoes: . & 12.
are not subject to Article 1ll, section 12 of this Constitution.
[AMENDMENT 74, 1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution §8 COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. He shall be
No. 103, p 2202. Approved November 8, 1983.] commander-in-chief of the military in the state except when
they shall be called into the service of the United States.
Article IlI
THE EXECUTIVE 8§ 9 PARDONING POWER. The pardoning power

) shall be vested in the governor under such regulations and
8§ 1 EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The executive

: , restrictions as may be prescribed by law.
department shall consist of a governor, lieutenant governor,

secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general, § 10 VACANCY IN OFFICE OF GOVERNOR. In

superintendent of public instruction, and a commissioner of ;ase of the removal, resignation, death or disability of the
public lands, who shall be severally chosen by the qualified ooyernor, the duties of the office shall devolve upon the

electors of the state at the same time and place of voting a%eutenant governor; and in case of a vacancy in both the

for the members of the legislature. offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the duties of the

governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state. In

§2 GOVERNOR, TERM OF OFFICE. The  aqgition to the line of succession to the office and duties of

supreme executive power of this state shall be vested in &oyernor as hereinabove indicated, if the necessity shall
governor, who shall hold his office for a term of four years, arise, in order to fill the vacancy in the office of governor,

and until his successor is elected and qualified. the following state officers shall succeed to the duties of

governor and in the order named, viz.: Treasurer, auditor,
§ 3 OTHER EXECUTIVE OFFICERS, TERMS attorney general, superintendent of public instruction and

OF OFFICE. The lieutenant governor, secretary of state, commissioner of public lands. In case of the death, disabili-
treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superintendent of publiGy, tajjure or refusal of the person regularly elected to the
instruction, and commissioner of pu_bllc lands, sh:_;\II ho_Id office of governor to qualify at the time provided by law, the

their offices for four years respectively, and until their gyties of the office shall devolve upon the person regularly
successors are elected and qualified. elected to and qualified for the office of lieutenant governor,
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who shall act as governor until the disability be removed, or been returned by the governoProvided, That within

a governor be elected; and in case of the death, disabilityforty-five days next after the adjournment, Sundays excepted,
failure or refusal of both the governor and the lieutenant the legislature may, upon petition by a two-thirds majority or
governor elect to qualify, the duties of the governor shall more of the membership of each house, reconvene in
devolve upon the secretary of state; and in addition to theextraordinary session, not to exceed five days duration,
line of succession to the office and duties of governor assolely to reconsider any bills vetoed. If any bill presented
hereinabove indicated, if there shall be the failure or refusalto the governor contain several sections or appropriation
of any officer named above to qualify, and if the necessity items, he may object to one or more sections or appropria-
shall arise by reason thereof, then in that event in order totion items while approving other portions of the bill:
fill the vacancy in the office of governor, the following state Provided,That he may not object to less than an entire
officers shall succeed to the duties of governor in the ordersection, except that if the section contain one or more
named, viz: Treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superintenappropriation items he may object to any such appropriation
dent of public instruction and commissioner of public lands. item or items. In case of objection he shall append to the
Any person succeeding to the office of governor as in this bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the section or
section provided, shall perform the duties of such office only sections, appropriation item or items to which he objects and
until the disability be removed, or a governor be elected andthe reasons therefor; and the section or sections, appropria-
qualified; and if a vacancy occur more than thirty days tion item or items so objected to shall not take effect unless
before the next general election occurring within two years passed over the governor’s objection, as hereinbefore
after the commencement of the term, a person shall beprovided. The provisions of Atrticle Il, section 12 insofar as
elected at such election to fill the office of governor for the they are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.
remainder of the unexpired termAMENDMENT 6, 1909 [AMENDMENT 62, 1974 Senate Joint Resolution No. 140,

p 642 § 1. Approved November, 1910.] p 806. Approved November 5, 1974.]
Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . r§ 42. Veto power withheld from initiated and referred measures:. 2r§ 1.
Original text — Art. 3 8 10 VACANCY IN — In case of the Original text — Art . 3 § 12VETO POWER — Every act which

removal, resignation, death, or disability of the governor, the duties of the shall have passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a law,
office shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor, and in case of a vacancypresented to the governor. If he approves, he shall sign it; but if not, he
in both the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the duties of shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have

governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state, who shall act as originated, which house shall enter the objections at large upon the journal

governor until the disability be removed or a governor elected. and proceed to reconsider. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the
members present shall agree to pass the bill it shall be sent, together with
§11 REMISSION OF FINES AND FORFEI- the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be

e reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members present, it shall
TURES. The governor shall have power to remit fines and become a law; but in all cases the vote of both houses shall be determined

forfeitures, under such regU|ati0_n5 as may.be prescribe(_:i byy the yeas and nays, and the names of the members voting for or against
law, and shall report to the legislature at its next meeting the bill shall be entered upon the journal of each house respectively. If any
each case of reprieve, commutation or pardon granted andill shall not be returned by the governor within five days, Sundays
- ' xcepted, after it shall be presented to him, it shall become a law without
the reaso_ns for granting the s.a”.‘e’ and.also the name_s of is signature, unless the general adjournment shall prevent its return, in
persons in whose favor remission of fines and forfeitures yhich case it shall become a law unless the governor, within ten days next

shall have been made, and the several amounts remitted angter the adjournment, Sundays excepted, shall file such bill with his
the reasons for the remission. objections thereto, in the office of secretary of state, who shall lay the same
before the legislature at its next session in like manner as if it had been

. returned by the governor. If any bill presented to the governor contain
§12 VETO POWERS. Every act which shall have several sections or items, he may object to one or more sections or items

passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a lawwhile approving other portions of the bill. In such case he shall append to
presented to the governor. If he approves, he shall sign it;the bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the section, or sections; item
but if not. he shall return it. with his objections to that o©r items to which he objects and the reasons therefor, and the section or

. - . L . sections, item or items so objected to, shall not take effect unless passed
house in which it shall have originated, which house shall J¢2 "o governor's objection, as hereinbefore provided.

enter the objections at large upon the J(.)umal and_proceed tczleto power does not extend to initiated or referred measures: Art. 2 §
reconsider. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the 1(d).

members present shall agree to pass the bill it shall be sent,

together with the objections, to the other house, by which it § 13 VACANCY IN APPOINTIVE OFFICE.

shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirdswhen, during a recess of the legislature, a vacancy shall
of the members present, it shall become a law; but in allhappen in any office, the appointment to which is vested in
such cases the vote of both houses shall be determined byhe legislature, or when at any time a vacancy shall have
the yeas and nays, and the names of the members voting fasccurred in any other state office, for the filling of which
or against the bill shall be entered upon the journal of eachvacancy no provision is made elsewhere in this Constitution,
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the the governor shall fill such vacancy by appointment, which

governor within five days, Sundays excepted, after it shall beshall expire when a successor shall have been elected and
presented to him, it shall become a law without his signa- qualified.

ture, unless the general adjournment shall prevent its returnappointment of governing boards of educational, reformatory and penal
in which case it shall become a law unless the governor, institutions: Art. 13 § 1.

within twenty days next after the adjournment, Sundays Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . &€ 42.

excepted, shall file such bill with his objections thereto, in

the office of secretary of state, who shall lay the same before

the legislature at its next session in like manner as if it had
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8 14 SALARY. The governor shall receive an annual legislature, but shall never exceed thirty-five hundred dollars
salary of four thousand dollars, which may be increased byper annum.
law, but shall never exceed six thousand dollars per annumcompensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 §

Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § 1, Art. 30.
1, Art. 30.

§ 22 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUC-
§ 15 COMMISSIONS, HOW ISSUED. All commis- TION, DUTIES AND SALARY. The superintendent of
sions shall issue in the name of the state, shall be signed byublic instruction shall have supervision over all matters
the governor, sealed with the seal of the state, and attestegdertaining to public schools, and shall perform such specific

by the secretary of state. duties as may be prescribed by law. He shall receive an
annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, which may be
8§16 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, DUTIES AND increased by law, but shall never exceed four thousand

SALARY. The lieutenant governor shall be presiding dollars per annum.

officer of the state senate, and shall discharge such othetompensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 §
duties as may be prescribed by law. He shall receive an 1, Art. 30.

annual salary of one thousand dollars, which may be

increased by the legislature, but shall never exceed three 8 23 COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS —

thousand dollars per annum. COMPENSATION. The commissioner of public lands
Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 gshall perform such dl,!tIeS and receive such compensation as
1, Art. 30. the legislature may direct.
§ 17 SECRETARY OF STATE, DUTIES AND § 24 RECORDS, WHERE KEPT, ETC. The gover-

SALARY. The secretary of state shall keep a record of the nor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, superintendent of
official acts of the legislature, and executive department of public instruction, commissioner of public lands and attorney

the state, and shall, when required, lay the same, and algeneral shall severally keep the public records, books and
matters relative thereto, before either branch of the legisla-papers relating to their respective offices, at the seat of
ture, and shall perform such other duties as shall be assignegovernment, at which place also the governor, secretary of
him by law. He shall receive an annual salary of state, treasurer and auditor shall reside.

twenty-five hundred dollars, which may be increased by the Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . &r€ 42.

legislature, but shall never exceed three thousand dollars per

annum. § 25 QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSATION,
Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § OFFICES WHICH MAY BE ABOLISHED. No person,
1, Art. 30. except a citizen of the United States and a qualified elector

of this state, shall be eligible to hold any state office. The
§ 18 SEAL. There shall be a seal of the state kept by compensation for state officers shall not be increased or
the secretary of state for official purposes, which shall be diminished during the term for which they shall have been

called, "The Seal of the State of Washington." elected. The legislature may in its discretion abolish the
Design of the Seal: Art. 18 § 1. offices of the lieutenant governor, auditor and commissioner
State seal: RCW 1.20.080. of public lands. AMENDMENT 31, 1955 Senate Joint

Resolution No. 6, p 1861. Approved November 6, 1956.]
§ 19 STATE TREASURER, DUTlES_ AND SALA- Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 § 1.
RY_' The treasurer shall perform such duties as shall be Pr€1ncrease or diminution of compensation during term of office prohibited.
scribed by law. He shall receive an annual salary of two county, city, town or municipal officers: Art. 11 § 8.
thousand dollars, which may be increased by the legislature, judicial officers: Art 4 § 13.

but shall never exceed four thousand dollars per annum. public officers: Art 2 § 25.
; ; i ; . Original text — Art. 3 8 25 QUALIFICATIONS — No person,
ComplenAsgngg of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § except a citizen of the United States and a qualified elector of this state,

shall be eligible to hold any state office, and the state treasurer shall be
ineligible for the term succeeding that for which he was elected. The

§20 STATE AUDITOR, DUTIES AND SALARY. compensation for state officers shall not be increased or diminished during
The auditor shall be auditor of public accounts, and shall the term for which they shall have been elected. The legislature may in its
have such powers and perform such duties in connectiorfliscretion abolish the offices of the lieutenant governor, auditor and
therewith as may be prescribed by law. He shall receive ancommissioner of public lands.
annual salary of two thousand dollars, which may be Article IV
increased by the legislature, but shall never exceed three THE JUDICIARY
thousand dollars per annum.

Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § 81 JUDICIAL POWER, WHERE VESTED. The
1, Art. 30. judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme

§21 ATTORNEY GENERAL, DUTIES AND court, superior courts, justices of the peace, and such inferior

.___courts as the legislature may provide.
SALARY. The attorney general shall be the legal adviser Court of appeals: A%m § 30 yp
of the state officers, and shall perform such other duties as ppeais: At '

may be prescribed by law. He shall receivg an annual salary § 2 SUPREME COURT. The supreme court shall
of two thousand dollars, which may be increased by theconsist of five judges, a majority of whom shall be necessary
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to form a quorum, and pronounce a decision. The said courfof the supreme court shall be at the election which shall be held upon the
shall a|WayS be open for the transaction of business excepf‘dOp,“_O” of this Constitution and the jud_ges glected thereat shall be
iudicial d In the det inati f i classified by lot, so that two shall hold their office for the term of three
ek r]o_nju IClal days. In the de e_rmmé_‘ on _0_ causes a years, two for the term of five years, and one for the term of seven years.
decisions of the court shall be given in writing and the The ot shall be drawn by the judges who shall for that purpose assemble
grounds of the decision shall be stated. The legislature mayat the seat of government, and they shall cause the result thereof to be
increase the number of judges of the supreme court fromcertified to the secretary of state, and filed in his office. The judge having

: : : the shortest term to serve not holding his office by appointment or election
time to time and may prowde for separate departments Olcto fill a vacancy, shall be the chief justice, and shall preside at all sessions

said court. of the supreme court, and in case there shall be two judges having in like
manner the same short term, the other judges of the supreme court shall
§ 2(a) TEMPORARY PERFORMANCE OF JUDI- determine which of them shall be chief justice. In case of the absence of the

CIAL DUTIES. When necessary for the prompt and chief justice, the judge hz_;wing in like manner the _shortest or next s_hortest
_ . L L term to serve shall preside. After the first election the terms of judges

Orderly administration of Justice a majority of t.he SUPreme ejected shall be six years from and after the second Monday in January next
Court is empowered to authorize judges or retired judges Ofsucceeding their election. If a vacancy occur in the office of a judge of the
courts of record of this state, to perform, temporarily, supreme court the governor shall appoint a person to hold the office until
judicial duties in the Supreme Court, and to authorize a_nythe election and qualification of ajud_ge to fill the vacancy, which e]ectlon

. . T . X shall take place at the next succeeding general election, and the judge so
supe_rlor court Jque to perform judICIal duties in any elected shall hold the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. The
superior court of this stateAMENDMENT 38, 1961 House  term of office of the judges of the supreme court, first elected, shall

Joint Resolution No. 6, p 2757. Approved November, 1962.] commence as soon as the state shall have been admitted into the Union, and
continue for the term herein provided, and until their successors are elected

§3 ELECTION AND TERMS OF SUPREME and qualified. Thg sessions of the_supreme court shall be held at the seat
COURT JUDGES. The judges of the supreme court shall of government until otherwise provided by law.
be elected by the qualified electors of the state at large atthe g 3(a) RETIREMENT OF SUPREME COURT
general state election at the times and places at which statg N\p SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES. A judge of the
officers are elected, unless some other time be provided by nreme court or the superior court shall retire from judicial
the legislature. The first election of judges of the supreme sfice at the end of the calendar year in which he attains the
court shall be at the election which shall be held upon theage of seventy-five years. The legislature may, from time to
adoption of this Constitution and the judges elected thereatjme fix a lesser age for mandatory retirement, not earlier
shall be classified by lot, so that two shall hold their officeé {han the end of the calendar year in which any such judge
for the term of three years, two for the term of five years, atains the age of seventy years, as the legislature deems
and one for the term of seven years. The lot shall be drawnyroper, This provision shall not affect the term to which any
by the judges who shall for that purpose assemble at the seaf,,ch judge shall have been elected or appointed prior to, or
of government, and they shall cause the result thereof to bey the time of, approval and ratification of this provision.
certified to the secretary of state, and filed in his office. The ngtwithstanding the limitations of this section, the legislature
supreme court shall select a chief justice from its own 4y by general law authorize or require the retirement of
membership to serve for a four-year term at the pleasure Oﬁudges for physical or mental disability, or any cause
a majority of the court as prescribed by supreme court rU|e-rendering judges incapable of performing their judicial

The chief justice shall preside at all sessions of the supremeyties. AMENDMENT 25, 1951 House Joint Resolution
court. In case of the absence of the chief justice, theygq. 6, p 960. Approved November 4, 1952.]

majority of the remaining court shall select one of their

members to serve as acting chief justice. After the first § 4 JURISDICTION. The supreme court shall have

election the terms of judges elected shall be six years fromgiging jurisdiction in habeas corpus, and quo warranto and
and after the second Monday in January next succeedingnandamus as to all state officers, and appellate jurisdiction
their election. If a vacancy occur in the office of a judge of i, 5| actions and proceedings, excepting that its appellate
the supreme court the governor shall only appoint a personrisdiction shall not extend to civil actions at law for the

to ensure the number of judges as specified by therecovery of money or personal property when the original
legislature, to hold the office until the election and amount’in controversy, or the value of the property does not
qualification of a judge to fill the vacancy, which election ayceed the sum of two hundred dollars ($200) unless the

shal'l take place at the next succeeding general election, andction involves the legality of a tax, impost, assessment, toll,
the judge so elected shall hold the office for the rema|ndermunicipa| fine, or the validity of a statute. The supreme

of the unexpired term. The term of office of the judges of ¢yt shall also have power to issue writs of mandamus,
the supreme court, first elected, shall commence as soon agyiew, prohibition, habeas corpus, certiorari and all other

the state shall have been admitted into the Union, andyyyits necessary and proper to the complete exercise of its
continue for the term herein provided, and until their appne|iate and revisory jurisdiction. Each of the judges shall
successors are elected and qualified. The sessions of thﬁave power to issue writs of habeas corpus to any part of the
supreme court s_hall be held at the seat of government untik;ate upon petition by or on behalf of any person held in

otherwise provided by law AMENDMENT 89, 1995 actya| custody, and may make such writs returnable before
Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 8210, p 2905.yjmself, or before the supreme court, or before any superior

Approved November 7, 1995.] court of the state or any judge thereof.
ORIGINAL TEXT - ART . 4 § 3ELECTION AND TERMS OF
SUPREME COURT JUDGES - The judges of the supreme court shall be §5 SUPERIOR COURT — ELECTION OF

elected by the qualified electors of the state at large at the general state .
election at the times and places at which state officers are elected, unIessJUDGES* TERMS OF, ETC. There shall be in each of the

some other time be provided by the legislature. The first election of judgesOrganized counties of this state a superior court for which at
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least one judge shall be elected by the qualified electors ofmatters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of mar-
the county at the general state electidProvided,That until riage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are not
otherwise directed by the legislature one judge only shall beotherwise provided for. The superior court shall also have
elected for the counties of Spokane and Stevens; one judgeriginal jurisdiction in all cases and of all proceedings in
for the county of Whitman; one judge for the counties of which jurisdiction shall not have been by law vested exclu-
Lincoln, Okanogan, Douglas and Adams; one judge for thesively in some other court; and said court shall have the
counties of Walla Walla and Franklin; one judge for the power of naturalization and to issue papers therefor. They
counties of Columbia, Garfield and Asotin; one judge for the shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in
counties of Kittitas, Yakima and Kilickitat; one judge for the justices’ and other inferior courts in their respective counties
counties of Clarke, Skamania, Pacific, Cowlitz and as may be prescribed by law. They shall always be open,
Wahkiakum; one judge for the counties of Thurston, except on nonjudicial days, and their process shall extend to
Chehalis, Mason and Lewis; one judge for the county of all parts of the state. Said courts and their judges shall have
Pierce; one judge for the county of King; one judge for the power to issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review,
counties of Jefferson, Island, Kitsap, San Juan and Clallamgertiorari, prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus, on petition
and one judge for the counties of Whatcom, Skagit andby or on behalf of any person in actual custody in their
Snohomish. In any county where there shall be more thanrespective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibition and
one superior judge, there may be as many sessions of thef habeas corpus may be issued and served on legal holidays
superior court at the same time as there are judges thereofind nonjudicial days AMENDMENT 87, 1993 House Joint
and whenever the governor shall direct a superior judge toResolution No. 4201, p 3063. Approved November 2,
hold court in any county other than that for which he has 1993.]

been elected, there may be as many sessions of the superior Amendment 65, part (1977) — Art. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF
court in said county at the same time as there are judgesSUPERIOR COURTS — The superior court shall have original
therein or assigned to duty therein by the governor, and thef ixCRIE & 2 Ltss 0 e 0 At b M e legaliy of any tax, impost
busmes_,s of the court shall bFf' SO _dlsmbUted and aSSIQned b ssessr?ﬁent, toll, or munici?)alpfine)t‘and in allgothgr case)é in \}vhic% thé
law or in the absence of legislation therefor, by such rulesgemand or the value of the property in controversy amounts to three
and orders of court as shall best promote and secure thehousand dollars or as otherwise determined by law, or a lesser sum in
convenient and expeditious transaction thereof. The judg-excess of the jurisdiction granted to justices of the peace and other inferior

; ; urts, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in all cases of
ments, decrees, orders and proceedlngs of any session of tIﬁ%sdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; of actions of forcible entry

superior court held by any one or more of the_jUdges of SU_Chand detainer; of proceedings in insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate
court shall be equally effectual as if all the judges of said a nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of
court presided at such session. The first superior judgesgnarriage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are not otherwise
elected under this Constitution shall hold their offices for the Provided for. The superior court shall also have original jurisdiction in all
iod of th d il thei hall b cases and of all proceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by
period ot three Y?ars’ and until their successors_ sha Gaw vested exclusively in some other court; and said court shall have the
elected and qualified, and thereafter the term of office of all power of naturalization and to issue papers therefor. They shall have such
superior judges in this state shall be for four years from theappellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justices’ and other inferior courts
second Monday in January next succeeding their election andf thelr respective counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall always
untl thei successors are elected and qualfied. The frtis o7, e o7 onkedcl o, a1d e process s xterd o !
e|90t_|0n of judges of the superior court Sh_a” _be at the wits of mandamus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and writs
election held for the adoption of this Constitution. If a of habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any person in actual
vacancy occurs in the office of judge of the Superior court, cuztociyhinbtheir respective CCt))Uﬂ.tieS. (Ijnjun(;:tions adnd eritS cl)fhprlpgibition g
: ! .1 and of habeas corpus may be issued and served on legal holidays an
the gove_mor shall ap_p_om_t a persqn to hOId. the office until nonjudicial days[AMENDMENT 65, part, 1977 Senate Joint Resolution
the'electlon _amd qualification of a judge to fill th_e vacancy, No. 113, p 1714. Approved November 8, 1977]
which election shall be at the next succeeding generalamendment 65 also amended At§ 10.

election, and the judge so elected shall hold office for the  Amendment 28, part (1952) — Art. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF

remainder of the unexpired term. SUPERIOR COURTS — The superior court shall have original jurisdic-
Supreme court may authorize superior court judge to perform judicial tion in aI‘I cases in equity and in all cases at law wh|ch_|nvolve the title or
duties in any superior court: Art4 § 2(a). possession of real property, or the legality of any tax, impost, assessment,

toll, or municipal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand or the

value of the property in controversy amounts to one thousand dollars, or a

§ ,6 ‘]URISDICT,ION OF SUPERIOR COURTS: . lesser sum in excess of the jurisdiction granted to justices of the peace and
Superior courts and district courts have concurrent jurisdic-other inferior courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in
tion in cases in equity. The superior court shall have all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; of actions of
original jurisdiction in all cases at law which involve the title fOFC'b'? e”tfg ?”d detainer; Offpfl?ceet(t"”gslj” 'nsot've”fqéi of ac“onj ft°
; ; prevent or abate a nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, and for

.Or possession of real property, Or the 'Iegallty (.)f any tax, annulment of marriage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are
impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in all other ot otherwise provided for. The superior court shall also have original

cases in which the demand or the value of the property injurisdiction in all cases and of all proceedings in which jurisdiction shall

controversy amounts to three thousand dollars or as othernot have been by law vested exclusively in some other court; and said court
wise determined by law, or a lesser sum in excess of theShall have the power of naturalization and to issue papers therefor. They
L Sl . . _“shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justices’ and other
Ju”Sd'Ct'on g_ranted .'[O _JUSt'CeS of the pea_ce and other 'nfer'_orinferior courts in their respective counties as may be prescribed by law.

courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in They shall always be open, except on nonjudicial days, and their process
all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; shall extend to all parts of the state. Said courts and their judges shall
of actions of forcible entry and detainer; of proceedings in have power to issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, certiorari,

. . . f . prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any
msolvency, of actions to prevent or abate a nuisance; of a”person in actual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions and writs
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of prohibition and of habeas corpus may be issued and served on legalwho must be a member of the bar, agreed upon in writing by the parties
holidays and nonjudicial dayJAMENDMENT 28, part, 1951 Substitute  litigant, or their attorneys of record, approved by the court and sworn to
House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 962. Approved November 4, 1952.] try the case.

Note: Amendment 28 also amended A4t § 10.

ORIGINAL TEXT — ART. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF ~§8 ABSENCE OF JUDICIAL OFFICER. Any
SUPERIOR COURTS — The superior court shall have original  judicial officer who shall absent himself from the state for
jurisdiction in all cases in equity, and in all cases at law which involve the more than sixty consecutive days shall be deemed to have
title or possession of real property, or the legality of any tax, impost, ; ; f ; ;
assessment, toll or municipal fine, and in all other cases in which the forfelte.d his office: Provided, That in cases of extreme
demand, or the value of the property in controversy amounts to one hundredl€CESSIty the governor may extend the.|eave of absence such
dollars, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in all cases of time as the necessity therefor shall exist.
misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; of actions of forcible entry

and detainer; of proceedings in insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate §9 REMOVAL OF JUDGES. ATTORNEY

a nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of .
marriage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are not otherwissSENERAL, ETC.  Any judge of any court of record, the

provided for. The superior court shall also have original jurisdiction in all attorney general, or any prosecuting attorney may be
cases and of all proceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by removed from office by joint resolution of the Iegislature, in
law vestfed excllusively in Zome other court; rE]md fsaid cr?urt ihﬁllhhave thﬁwhich three-fourths of the members elected to each house
power of naturalization, and to issue papers therefor. They shall have sucl . .

appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justice’s and other inferior courts ShE}ll Concur’_ for mcompetency, C,Or,rUptlon’ malfeasa_nce’ or
in their respective counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall bedelinquency in office, or other sufficient cause stated in such
always open except on non-judicial days, and their process shall extend toresolution. But no removal shall be made unless the officer
all parts of the state. Said courts and their judges shall have power to complained of shall have been served with a copy of the

issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and ; :
writs of habeas corpus on petition by or on behalf of any person in actual charges against him as the ground of removal, and shall have

custody in their respective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibition &n opportunity of being heard in his d_efense- Such resolu-
and of habeas corpus may be issued and served on legal holidays andion shall be entered at length on the journal of both houses

non-judicial days. and on the question of removal the ayes and nays shall also
be entered on the journal.

§7 EXCHANGE OF ‘]UDGES,_ JUDGE PRO Removal, censure, suspension, or retirement of judges or justices: Art. 4 §
TEMPORE. The judge of any superior court may hold a 31.
superior court in any county at the request of the judge of
the superior court thereof, and upon the request of the § 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The legislature
governor it shall be his or her duty to do so. A case in the shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be
superior court may be tried by a judge pro tempore eitherelected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties and
with the agreement of the parties if the judge pro tempore isjurisdiction of justices of the peaceProvided, That such
a member of the bar, is agreed upon in writing by the partiesjurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench upon
litigant or their attorneys of record, and is approved by the the jurisdiction of superior or other courts of record, except
court and sworn to try the case; or without the agreement ofthat justices of the peace may be made police justices of
the parties if the judge pro tempore is a sitting elected judgeincorporated cities and towns. Justices of the peace shall
and is acting as a judge pro tempore pursuant to supremeave original jurisdiction in cases where the demand or value
court rule. The supreme court rule must require assignment®f the property in controversy is less than three hundred
of judges pro tempore based on the judges’ experience andollars or such greater sum, not to exceed three thousand
must provide for the right, exercisable once during a case, tadollars or as otherwise determined by law, as shall be
a change of judge pro tempore. Such right shall be inprescribed by the legislature. In incorporated cities or towns
addition to any other right provided by law. However, if a having more than five thousand inhabitants, the justices of
previously elected judge of the superior court retires leavingthe peace shall receive such salary as may be provided by
a pending case in which the judge has made discretionaryjaw, and shall receive no fees for their own ussMEND-
rulings, the judge is entitled to hear the pending case as aMENT 65, part, 1977 Senate Joint Resolution No. 113, p
judge pro tempore without any written agreement. 1714. Approved November 8, 1977.]
[AMENDMENT 94, 2001 Engrossed Senate Joint amendment 65 also amended A4S 6.

Resolution No. 8208, p 2327. Approved November 6,  amendment 28, part (1952) — Art 4 § 10JUSTICES OF THE
2001.] PEACE — The legislature shall determine the number of justices of the
Amendment 80 — Art. 4 § 7 EXCHANGE OF JUDGES — peace to be elected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties and

JUDGE PRO TEMPORE — The judge of any superior court may hold jurisdiction of justices of the peac&rovided,That such jurisdiction

a superior court in any county at the request of the judge of the superior granted by the legislature shall not trench upon the jurisdiction of superior
court thereof, and upon the request of the governor it shall be his duty to O other courts of record, except that justices of the peace may be made
do so. A case in the superior court may be tried by a judge, pro tempore, police justices Qf |_nco_rp(_)rat(_ed cities and towns. Justices of the peace shall
who must be a member of the bar, agreed upon in writing by the parties have original jurisdiction in cases where the demand or value of the
litigant, or their attorneys of record, approved by the court and sworn to Property in controversy is less than three hundred dollars or such greater
try the case. However, if a previously elected judge of the superior court SUM, not to exceed one thousand dollars, as shall be prescribed by the
retires leaving a pending case in which the judge has made discretionafy!eglsla_lture. In |n_corporated cities or towns havmg_ more than five thousand
rulings, the judge is entitled to hear the pending case as a judge pro inhabitants, the justices of the peace shall receive such salary as may be
tempore without any written agreemefAMENDMENT 80, 1987 Senate ~ Provided by law, and shall receive no fees for their own Ws8/END-

Joint Resolution No. 8207, p 2815. Approved November 3, 1987.] MENT 28, part, 1951 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 962.

ORIGINAL TEXT — ART. 4 § 7 EXCHANGE OF JUDGES — Approved November 4, 1952 ]
JUDGE PRO TEMPORE — The judge of any superior court may hold Note: Amendment 28 also amended A# § 6.
a superior court in any county at the request of the judge of the superior Original text — Art . 4 8 10JUSTICES OF THE PEACE — The
court thereof, and upon the request of the governor it shall be his duty to legislature shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be elected
do so. A case in the superior court may be tried by a judge, pro tempore, in incorporated cities or towns and in precincts, and shall prescribe by law

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 44] (2004 Ed.)



Constitution of the State of Washington Article IV § 10

the powers, duties and jurisdiction of justices of the pedreyided, That 8§ 17 ELIGIBILITY OF JUDGES. No person shall
such jurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench upon the o eligible to the office of judge of the supreme court, or

jurisdiction of superior or other courts of record, except that justices of the . . .
peace may be made police justices of incorporated cities and towns. InJUdge of a superior court, unless he shall have been admitted

incorporated cities or towns having more than five thousand inhabitants the t0 practice in the courts of record of this state, or of the
justices of the peace shall receive such salary as may be provided by Iaw,Territory of Washington.
and shall receive no fees for their own use.

§ 18 SUPREME COURT REPORTER. The judges
§ 11 COURTS OF RECORD. The supreme court  f the supreme court shall appoint a reporter for the deci-
and the superior courts shall be courts of record, and thegjong of that court, who shall be removable at their pleasure.

legislature shall have power to provide that any of the courtSye ghall receive such annual salary as shall be prescribed by
of this state, excepting justices of the peace, shall be courtsy,,,

of record.

8§19 JUDGES MAY NOT PRACTICE LAW. No

§ 12 INFERIOR COURTS. The legislature shall j,qge of a court of record shall practice law in any court of
prescribe by law the jurisdiction and powers of any of the ihis state during his continuance in office.

inferior courts which may be established in pursuance of this

Constitution. § 20 DECISIONS, WHEN TO BE MADE. Every
cause submitted to a judge of a superior court for his
§ 13 SALARIES OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS — decision shall be decided by him within ninety days from the

HOW PAID, ETC. No judicial officer, except court  gypmission thereofrovided That if within said period of
commissioners and unsalaried justices of the peace, Sh""ﬁinety days a rehearing shall have been ordered, then the
receive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office. Theperind within which he is to decide shall commence at the
judges of the supreme court and judges of the superior court$ime the cause is submitted upon such a hearing.

shall severally at stated times, during their continuance in

office, receive for their services the salaries prescribed by §21 PUBLICATION OF OPINIONS. The legisla-
law therefor, which shall not be increased after their election, ,re shall provide for the speedy publication of opinions of

nor during the term for which they shall have been elected_. he supreme court, and all opinions shall be free for publica-
The salaries of the judges of the supreme court shall be paidjg, by any person.

by the state. One-half of the salary of each of the superior

court judges shall be paid by the state, and the other one-half § 22 CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT. The

by the county or counties for which he is elected. In cases;,qges of the supreme court shall appoint a clerk of that
where a judge is provided for more than one county, thatcqyrt who shall be removable at their pleasure, but the
portion of his salary which is to be paid by the counties shall \egis|ature may provide for the election of the clerk of the
be apportioned between or among them according to thes,nreme court, and prescribe the term of his office. The

assessed value of their taxable property, to be determined byjerk of the supreme court shall receive such compensation
the assessment next preceding the time for which such salar)sy salary only as shall be provided by law.

is to be paid.

Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 § 1. § 23 COURT COMMISSIONERS. There may be

Increase or diminution of compensation during term of office prohibited  appointed in each county, by the judge of the superior court
gﬁ‘éﬂéyofcf:%g mA“rrt“g'%a'zgﬁ'cerS: At 118 8. having jurisdiction therein, one or more court commissioners,
state officers: Art3 § 25, not exceeding three in number, who shall have authority to

perform like duties as a judge of the superior court at

§14 SALARIES OF SUPREME AND SUPERIOR chambers, subject to revision by such judge, to take deposi-

COURT JUDGES. Each of the judges of the supreme tions and to perform such other business connected with the

court shall receive an annual salary of four thousand dollarsadministration of justice as may be prescribed by law.

($4,000); each of the superior court judges shall receive an

annual salary of three thousand dollars ($3,000), which said 8 24 RULES FOR SUPERIOR COURTS. The

salaries shall be payable quarterly. The legislature mayiudges of the superior courts, shall from time to time,
increase the salaries of judges herein provided. establish uniform rules for the government of the superior

Compensation of legislators, elected state officials, and judges: Art. 28 § courts.

1.
§ 25 REPORTS OF SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES.

§ 15 INELIGIBILITY OF JUDGES. The judges of  Superior judges, shall on or before the first day of November
the supreme court and the judges of the superior court shalin each year, report in writing to the judges of the supreme
be ineligible to any other office or public employment than court such defects and omissions in the laws as their
a judicial office, or employment, during the term for which experience may suggest, and the judges of the supreme court
they shall have been elected. shall on or before the first day of January in each year report

in writing to the governor such defects and omissions in the

§ 16 CHARGING JURIES. Judges shall not charge laws as they may believe to exist.
juries with respect to matters of fact, nor comment thereon,
but shall declare the law.
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§ 26 CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. The (6) Conflicts. The provisions of this section shall
county clerk shall be by virtue of his office, clerk of the supersede any conflicting provisions in prior sections of this
superior court. article. [AMENDMENT 50, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution

No. 6; see 1969 p 2975. Approved November 5, 1968.]
§ 27 STYLE OF PROCESS. The style of all process Reviser’s note: This section which was adopted as Sec. 29 is herein

shall be, "The State of Washington," and all prosecutionsrenumbered Sec. 30 to avoid confusion with Sec. 29, supra.
shall be conducted in its name and by its authority.
8§ 31 COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT.

§ 28 OATH OF JUDGES. Every judge of the (1) There shall be a commission on judicial conduct, existing
supreme court, and every judge of a superior court shall,as an independent agency of the judicial branch, and consist-
before entering upon the duties of his office, take anding of a judge selected by and from the court of appeals
subscribe an oath that he will support the Constitution of thejudges, a judge selected by and from the superior court
United States and the Constitution of the State of Washing-judges, a judge selected by and from the district court
ton, and will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties judges, two persons admitted to the practice of law in this
of judge to the best of his ability, which oath shall be filed State selected by the state bar association, and six persons
in the office of the secretary of state. who are not attorneys appointed by the governor.

(2) Whenever the commission receives a complaint

§29 ELECTION OF SUPERIOR COURT JUDG- against a judge or justice, or otherwise has reason to believe
ES. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to that a judge or justice should be admonished, reprimanded,
the contrary, if, after the last day as provided by law for the censured, suspended, removed, or retired, the commission
withdrawal of declarations of candidacy has expired, only shall first investigate the complaint or belief and then
one candidate has filed for any single position of superior conduct initial proceedings for the purpose of determining
court judge in any county containing a population of one Whether probable cause exists for conducting a public
hundred thousand or more, no primary or election shall behearing or hearings to deal with the complaint or belief. The
held as to such position, and a certificate of election shall beinvestigation and initial proceedings shall be confidential.
issued to such candidate. If, after any contested primary folJpon beginning an initial proceeding, the commission shall
superior court judge in any county, only one candidate is hotify the judge or justice of the existence of and basis for
entitled to have his name printed on the general electionthe initial proceeding.
ballot for any single position, no election shall be held asto  (3) Whenever the commission concludes, based on an
such position, and a certificate of election shall be issued toinitial proceeding, that there is probable cause to believe that
such candidate:Provided, That in the event that there is a judge or justice has violated a rule of judicial conduct or
filed with the county auditor within ten days after the date that the judge or justice suffers from a disability which is
of the primary, a petition indicating that a write in campaign Permanent or likely to become permanent and which
will be conducted for such single position and signed by oneseriously interferes with the performance of judicial duties,
hundred registered voters qualified to vote with respect ofthe commission shall conduct a public hearing or hearings
the office, then such single position shall be subject to theand shall make public all those records of the initial proceed-
general election. Provisions for the contingency of the deathing that provide the basis for its conclusion. If the commis-
or disqualification of a sole candidate between the last datesion concludes that there is not probable cause, it shall notify
for withdrawal and the time when the election would be held the judge or justice of its conclusion. .
but for the provisions of this section, and such other provi- (4) Upon the completion of the hearing or hearings, the
sions as may be deemed necessary to implement the provicommission in open session shall either dismiss the case, or
sions of this section, may be enacted by the legislature.shall admonish, reprimand, or censure the judge or justice,
[AMENDMENT 41, 1965 ex.s. Substitute Senate Joint or shall censure the judge or justice and recommend to the
Resolution No. 6, p 2815. Approved November 8, 1966.] supreme court the suspension or removal of the judge or

justice, or shall recommend to the supreme court the

§ 30 COURT OF APPEALS. (1) Authorization. In retirement of the judge or justice. The commission may not
addition to the courts authorized in section 1 of this article, recommend suspension or removal unless it censures the

judicial power is vested in a court of appeals, which shall be judge or justice for the violation serving as the basis for the
established by statute. recommendation. The commission may recommend retire-

(2) Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the court of ~ment of a judge or justice for a disability which is permanent
appeals shall be as provided by statute or by rules authorize®r likely to become permanent and which seriously interferes
by statute. with the performance of judicial duties.

(3) Review of Superior CourtSuperior court actions (5) Upon the recommendation of the commission, the
may be reviewed by the court of appeals or by the supremeSupreme court may suspend, remove, or retire a judge or
court as provided by statute or by rule authorized by statutejustice. The office of a judge or justice retired or removed

(4) Judges. The number, manner of election, compen- by the supreme court becomes vacant, and that person is
sation, terms of office, removal and retirement of judges of ineligible for judicial office until eligibility is reinstated by
the court of appeals shall be as provided by statute. the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or justice

(5) Administration and ProcedureThe administration ~ shall cease. The supreme court shall specify the effect upon

and procedures of the court of appeals shall be as providegalary when it suspends a judge or justice. The supreme
by rules issued by the supreme court. court may not suspend, remove, or retire a judge or justice

until the commission, after notice and hearing, recommends
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that action be taken, and the supreme court conducts dearings conducted by the commission shall be open to members of the

hearing’ after notice, to review commission proceedings anCPUb"(il.Vhenever the commission adopts a recommendation that a judge or
findings against the judge or justice.

Al . L. . justice be removed, the judge or justice shall be suspended immediately,
(6) Within thirty days aﬂer the commission adm(_)mSheS, with salary, from his or her judicial position until a final determination is
reprimands, or censures a judge or justice, the judge ormade by the supreme court.

justice shall have a ngnt of appeal de novo to the supreme The legislature shall provide for commissioners’ terms of office and
court compensation. The commission shall establish rules of procedure for

.. commission proceedings including due process and confidentiality of
(7) Any matter before the commission or supreme court proceedingsAMENDMENT 77, 1986 Senate Joint Resolution No. 136, p

may be disposed of by a stipulation entered into in a public 1532. Approved November 4, 1986.]

proceeding. The stipulation shall be signed by the judge or Amendment 71 (1980) — Art 4 § 31 JUDICIAL QUALIFICA-

justice and the commission or court. The stipulation may TIONS COMMISSION — REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPENSION, OR

impose any terms and conditions deemed appropriate by th&ETIREMENT OF JUDGES OR JUSTICES — There shall be a judicial

.. t. A stipulati hall t forth all qualifications commission consisting of a judge selected by and from the
commission or court. stipulation shall settorth all - ¢4 of appeals judges, a judge selected by and from the superior court

material facts relating to the proceeding and the conduct ofjudges, a judge selected by and from the district court judges, two persons
the judge or justice. admitted to the practice of law in this state selected by the state bar

(8) Whenever the commission adopts a recommendatiorfssociation, and two persons who are not attorneys appointed by the

. L . P governor and confirmed by the senate.
that a judge or justice be removed, the judge or justice shall The supreme court may censure, suspend, or remove a judge or justice

be .S_USpen(_j.ed immediqtely, with _salary, .from his or her for violating a rule of judicial conduct and may retire a judge or justice for
judicial position until a final determination is made by the disability which is permanent or is likely to become permanent and which
supreme court. seriously interferes with the performance of judicial duties. The office of

; ; f i » a judge or justice retired or removed by the supreme court becomes vacant,
(9) The Ieg|S|ature shall prOVIde for commissioners and that person is ineligible for judicial office until eligibility is reinstated

terms of office and compensation. The commission shallyy the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or justice shall cease.
employ one or more investigative officers with appropriate The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary when disciplin-
professional training and experience. The investigativeary action other than removal is taken. The supreme court may not
officers of the commission shall report directly to the d|SC|p_I|n<_a or retire a judge or justice until tht_e judicial q_uallflcatlons
S . commission recommends after notice and hearing that action be taken and
com_mllsspn. The commission shall also employ SuChthe supreme court conducts a hearing, after notice, to review commission
administrative or other staff as are necessary to manage thgroceedings and findings against a judge or justice.
affairs of the commission. The legislature shall provide for commissioners’ terms of office and

(10) The commission shall, to the extent that compliance compensation. The commission shall establish rules of procedure for
. - . D . commission proceedings including due process and confidentiality of
does not conflict with this section, comply with laws of e ings [AMENDMENT 71, 1980 Substitute House Joint Resolution

general applicability to state agencies with respect tono. 37, p 652. Approved November 4, 1980.]
rule-making procedures, and with respect to public notice of

and attendance at commission proceedings other than initial Article V

proceedings. The commission shall establish rules of IMPEACHMENT

procedure for commission proceedings including due process

and confidentiality of proceedingsAMENDMENT 85, §1 IMPEACHMENT — POWER OF AND PRO-

1989 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 8202, p 3000CEDURE. The house of representatives shall have the sole

Approved November 7, 1989.] power of impeachment. The concurrence _of a majority of all

Removal by legislature: Aréh § 9. the members shall be necessary to an impeachment. All
Amendment 77 (1986) — Art. 4 § 31 COMMISSION ON JUDI- impeachments shall be tried by the senate, and, when sitting

CIAL CONDUCT — REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPENSION, OR for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirma-

RETIREMENT OF JUDGES OR JUSTICES — PROCEEDINGS — tion to do justice according to law and evidence. When the

There shall be a commission on judicial conduct consisting of a judgecgovernor or lieutenant governor is on trial, the chief justice

selected by and from the court of appeals judges, a judge selected by an :
from the superior court judges, a judge selected by and from the district f the supreme court shall pre5|de. No person shall be

court judges, two persons admitted to the practice of law in this state CONvicted without a concurrence of two-thirds of the senators
selected by the state bar association, and four persons who are notelected.
attorneys appointed by the governor and confirmed by the senate.

The supreme court may censure, suspend, or remove a judge or justice § 2 OFFICERS LIABLE TO. The governor and
for violating a rule of judicial conduct and may retire a judge or justice for ’

disability which is permanent or is likely to become permanent and which other state and judicial offlcers_, except_JUdges and Justices of
seriously interferes with the performance of judicial duties. The office of courts not of record, shall be liable to impeachment for high
a judge or justice retired or removed by the supreme court becomes vacantcrimes or misdemeanors, or malfeasance in office, but
gndhthat person is ineligiﬁle folr judi;:ial office Lén_tildeligibil_iw is rei?]st“ated judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from
y the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or justice shall cease; . - e .
The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary when disciplin- office and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust
ary action other than removal is taken. The supreme court may not Of profit, in the state. The party, whether convicted or

discipline or retire a judge or justice until the commission on judicial acquitted, shall, nevertheless, be liable to prosecution, trial,
conduct recommends after notice and hearing that action be taken and thfﬁudgment and punishment according to law.

supreme court conducts a hearing, after notice, to review commission

proceedings and findings against a judge or justice. .

Whenever the commission receives a complaint against a judge or 8§ 3 REMOVAL FROM OFFICE. All officers not
justice, it shall first conduct proceedings for the purpose of determining liable to impeachment shall be subject to removal for
whether sufficient reason exists for conducting a hearing or hearings to misconduct or malfeasance in office, in such manner as may
deal with the accusations. These initial proceedings shall be confidential, be provided by law
unless confidentiality is waived by the judge or justice, but all subsequent '
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Article VI §2 SCHOOL ELECTIONS — FRANCHISE,
ELECTIONS AND ELECTIVE RIGHTS HOW EXTENDED. [This section stricken by

AMENDMENT 5, see Art. 6 8 1.]
81 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. All Original text — Art . 6 § 2SCHOOL ELECTIONS —

persons of the age of eighteen years or over who are CitizeNgrRANCHISE, HOW EXTENDED — The legislature may provide that

of the United States and who have lived in the state, county,there shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any school election on

and precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election account of sex.

at which they offer to vote, except those disqualified by ,

Article VI, section 3 of this Constitution, shall be entited to 8 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED. ~ All persons convicted

vote at all elections AMENDMENT 63, 1974 Senate Joint of infamous crime unless restored to their civil rights and all

Resolution No. 143, p 807. Approved November 5, 1974.] Persons while they are judicially declared mentally incompe-
Amendment 5 (1910) — Art. 6 § 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF tent are excluded from the elective franchisRMEND-

ELECTORS — All persons of the age of twenty-one years or over, MENT 83, 1988 House Joint Resolution No. 4231, p 1553.

possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all Approved November 8, 1988.]

_elections: They shall be cit_izens of the Unjted States; they shall h'ave lived Original text — Art. 6 § 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED — Al idiots,

in the state one year, and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town

ward or precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election at which

they offer to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the English

language: Provided,That Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the
elective franchise: And further provided;That this amendment shall not § 4 RESIDENCE, CONTINGENCIES AFFECT-

affect the rights of franchise of any person who is now a qualified elector ING. For the purpose of voting and eligibility to office no

of this state. The legislative authority shall enact laws defining the manner person shall be deemed to have gained a residence by reason

of ascertaining the qualifications of voters as to t‘helr ability to read an(_] of his presence or lost it by reason of his absence, while in

speak the English language, and providing for punishment of persons voting h ivil il . f th f th .

or registering in violation of the provision of this section. There shall be th€ Civil or military service of the state or of the United

no denial of the elective franchise at any election on account of sex. States, nor while a student at any institution of learning, nor

[AMENDMENT 5, 1909 p 26 § 1. Approved November, 1910.] while kept at public expense at any poor-house or other
Amendment 2 (1896) — Art 6 § 1QUALIFICATIONS OF asylum, nor while confined in public prison, nor while

VOTERS — All male persons of the age of twenty-one years or over, engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state or of the
possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all United States. or of the high seas

elections: They shall be citizens of the United States; they shall have lived ! 9 :
in the state one year, and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town,

ward or precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election at which 85 VOTER — WHEN PRIVILEGED FROM AR-
they offer to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the English REST. Voters shall in all cases except treason, felony, and

language: Provided,That Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the s : ;
elective franchise: And further provided,That this amendment shall not breach of the peace be pr|V|Ieged from arrest durmg their

effect [affect] the right of franchise of any person who is now a qualified attendance at elections and in going to, and returning
elector of this state. The legislature shall enact laws defining the manner therefrom. No elector shall be required to do military duty

of ascertaining_ the qualifications of voters as to t‘heir ability to read anq on the day of any election except in time of war or public
speak the English language, and providing for punishment of persons votlngdam‘:](_:‘r
or registering in violation of the provisions of this sectigAMENDMENT )
2,1895 p 60 § 1. Approved November, 1896.] .
Original text — Art. 6 § 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS §6 BALLOT. Allelections shall be by ballot. The

— All male persons of the age of twenty-one years or over, possessing thd€gislature shall provide for such method of voting as will
following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all elections: They shall secure to every elector absolute secrecy in preparing and
be citizens of the United States; They shall have lived in the state one yeardepositing his ballot.

and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or precinct thirty

days immediately preceding the election at which they offer to vote; .
Provided,that Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the elective § 7 REGISTRATION. The legislature shall enact a

franchise; Provided, furtherthat all male persons who at the time of the registration law, and shall require a compliance with such
adoption of this Constitution are qualified electors of the Territory, shall be |aw before any elector shall be allowed to voRrpvided
electors. that this provision is not compulsory upon the legislature

except as to cities and towns having a population of over

DEN§FIJA/?_ E\L/SJESNQSUATIHCAEON.S F?thPRES.!' five hundred inhabitants. In all other cases the legislature

t the United States wh T)CO”S' eratn_)(;] ott ofs‘tahc't'ztert‘s ay or may not require registration as a pre-requisite to the

of the United States who become residents of the State Ofjqpt t yote, and the same system of registration need not
Washington during the year of a presidential election with

X ) . X X X be adopted for both classes.
the intention of making this state their permanent residence, P

this section is for the purpose of authorizing such persons §8 ELECTIONS, TIME OF HOLDING. The first

whﬁ'canlmfizrt].all qtl_Jlelﬂcatlon? ;‘or vot!gg as stet fortth fm election of county and district officers not otherwise provid-
section 1 of this article, except for residence, 10 VOIE 10T oy ¢4y jn this Constitution shall be on the Tuesday next after

presidential electors or for the office of President and the first Mondayv i
; X X y in November 1890, and thereafter all
Vice-President of the United States, as the case may be, buljo ctions for such officers shall be held bi-ennially on the

no other: Provided That such persons have resided in the 1 oqqay next succeeding the first Monday in November.
state at least sixty days immediately preceding the presidenTpe first election of all state officers not otherwise provided

tial e_II_iCti?n p()InE[:ernedH Il establish the ti dfor in this Constitution, after the election held for the
€ legisiature shall establish the Ume, manner andaqqntion of this Constitution, shall be on the Tuesday next

place for such persons to cast such presidential baIIotsafter the first Mondayv i ;
" k y in November, 1892, and the elections
[AMENDMENT 46, 1965 ex.s. Substitute House Joint ¢, s\,cpy state officers shall be held in every fourth year

Resolution No. 4, p 2820. Approved November 8, 1966.]

'insane persons, and persons convicted of infamous crime unless restored to
their civil rights are excluded from the elective franchise.
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thereafter on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday inwhich the individual is the actual and bona fide owngAMENDMENT
November. 3, 1899 p 121 § 1. Approved November, 1900.]

Ch. Art. 27 § 14 Original text — Art. 7 § 2 TAXATION — UNIFORMITY AND
T ' EQUALITY — EXEMPTION — The legislature shall provide by law a
. uniform and equal rate of assessment and taxation on all property in the
Article VII state, according to its value in money, and shall prescribe such regulations

REVENUE AND TAXATION by general law as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all property,
so that every person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the

81 TAXATION. The power of taxation shall never Vvalue of his, her, or its propertyProvided,that a deduction of debts from

n rrender r ntr wav. All tax re_dits may be authorizedProvideq, furthertha}t t_he property of the_ _
be suspe ded, surrendered or contracted & ay taxe nited States and of the state, counties, school districts and other municipal

Sha," b_e U,“'ffjrm upon the nge Cla:SS of property within the(:orporations, and such other property as the legislature may by general
territorial limits of the authority levying the tax and shall be |aws provide, shall be exempt from taxation.

levied and collected for public purposes only. The word
"property" as used herein shall mean and include everything, o
whether tangible or intangible, subject to ownership. All PROSE‘%‘?\&}' teXTtr; IAergti'sTai?eAssﬂiﬁi?xliszeTb?gecnggfgsterEthe
rea.l estate shall ConsftltUte one (.:IaSBFOVIdEd'That the assessing and levying of taxes on all corporation property as near as may
legislature may tax mines and m'neral resources and landse by the same methods as are provided for the assessing and levying of
devoted to reforestation by either a yield tax or an ad taxes on individual property.

valorem tax at such rate as it may fix, or by both. Such

property as the legislature may by general laws provide shall Original text — Art. 7 § 4 NO SURRENDER OF POWER OR
H H [o]] Xt — .

be exempt from taxation. Property of the United States andg,qpeNsion oF TAX ON CORPORATE PROPERTY — The power
of the state, Coun“eS'_SChOOl districts and other municipalis tax corporations and corporate property shall not be surrendered or
corporations, and credits secured by property actually taxedsuspended by any contract or grant to which the state shall be a party.
in this state, not exceeding in value the value of such
property, shall be exempt from taxation. The legislature §2 LIMITATIONONLEVIES. Exceptas
shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision
personal property to the amount of three thousandof this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real
($3,000.00) dollars for each head of a family liable to and personal property by the state and all taxing districts
assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws ofiow existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year
this state of which the individual is the actual bona fide exceed one percent of the true and fair value of such
owner. AMENDMENT 81, 1988 House Joint Resolution property in money:Provided, howevefThat nothing herein
No. 4222, p 1551. Approved November 8, 1988.] shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or

Amendment 14 (1930) — ART 7 § 1 TAXATION — The power for any port or public utility district. The term "taxing
of taxation shall never be suspended, surrendered or contracted away. Alldistrict" for the purposes of this section shall mean any
taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of property within the territorial political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other

limits of the authority levying the tax and shall be levied and collected for :
public purposes only. The word "property" as used herein shall mean and governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have

include everything, whether tangible or intangible, subject to ownership. |€Vied fpr it:.f.id valorem taxes on property,_other_ than a port
All real estate shall constitute one clas®rovided,That the legislature may ~ or public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any

tax mines and mineral resources and lands devoted to reforestation byspecific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith
either a yield tax or an ad valorem tax at such rate as it may fix, or by may be exceeded 0n|y as follows:
both. Such property as the legislature may by general laws provide shall B taxi district wh ’ ificall thorized
be exempt from taxation. Property of the United States and of the state, (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorize
counties, school districts and other municipal corporations, and credits SO t0 do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of
secured by property actually taxed in this state, not exceeding in value thethe taxing district voting on the proposition to levy such
value of such property, shall be exempt from taxation. The legislature shall additional tax submitted not more than twelve months prior
have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt personal property to the to the date on which the proposed lewv is to be made and
amount of three hundred ($300.00) dollars for each head of a family liable . - prop vy - .
to assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this state ofOt Oﬁener thar] twice in such twelve moth period, elther_ at
which the individual is the actual bona fide own¢AMENDMENT 14, a special election or at the regular election of such taxing
1929 p 499 § 1. Approved November, 1930] N district, at which election the number of voters voting "yes"
Reviser's note: Amendment 14 amended Art. 7 by striking all of 88  on the proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number
1,2,3and4. Subsequently, Amendment 17 added a new § 2, andgq 3] to forty percent of the total number of voters voting in
Amendment 19 added a new § 3. . S ; .
Original text — Art. 7 § 1 ANNUAL STATE TAX — All property such taxing district at the last preceding general election
in the state, not exempt under the laws of the United States, or under thisWhen the number of voters voting on the proposition dc_)es
Constitution, shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as N0t exceed forty percent of the total number of voters voting
provided by law. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax in such taxing district in the last preceding general election;
sufficient, with other sources of revenue to defray the estimated ordinary o by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the

expenses of the state for each fiscal year. And for the purpose of payin - L . .
the state debt, if there be any, the legislature shall provide for levying a taxgtaxmg district voting on the proposition to levy when the

annually, sufficient to pay the annual interest and principal of such debt humber of voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty
within twenty years from the final passage of the law creating the debt.  percent of the number of voters voting in such taxing district

in the last preceding general electio®rovided, That
Amendment 3 (1900) — Art 7 § 2, wasamended by adding the notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, any
following proviso: "And provided furthery,That the legislature shall have proposition pursuant to this subsection to levy. addltlonal.tax
power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt personal property to the fc_)r t_he support O_f the common schools or fire protection
amount of three hundred dollars ($300) for each head of a family liable to districts may provide such support for a period of up to four
assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this state ofyears and any proposition to levy an additional tax to
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support the construction, modernization, or remodelling of (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue general

school facilities or fire facilities may provide such support obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of making the
f iod not di - . required payments of principal and interest on general obligation bonds
or a period not exceeding SIX years, issued solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,

] (b) By any taxil_ﬂg qiStriCt otherwise _aUthOfized by law when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for thethe taxing district voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay
sole purpose of making the required payments of principal‘he principal and interest thereon by annual tax levies in excess of the

: : : : limitation herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted not
and interest on general Ob“ga‘tlon bonds issued SOler foroftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner

capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipmentyroyided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election
when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths the total number of voters voting on the proposition shall constitute not less
of the voters of the taxing district voting on the proposition than forty percent of the total number of voters voting in such taxing district

; [ ; t the last preceding general election: Provided, That any such taxing
to issue such bonds and to pay the pr|nC|paI and Interes@istrict shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund any

thergon bY annua_l tax levies in excess of the I|m_|tat|0n general obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes only,
herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted notand to provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election heldlevies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, And provided
in the manner provided by law for bond elections in such further, That the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the

taxi district. at which electi the total b f vot limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution;
axing district, at which election the total number or voters (c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of preventing the

voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty impairment of the obligation of a contract when ordered so to do by a court
percent of the total number of voters voting in such taxing of last resort. [AMENDMENT 90, 1997 House Joint Resolution No. 4208,
district at the last preceding general electidProvided, That P 3063. Approved November 4, 1997 ]

any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of its Amendment 79 (1986) — Art.7 § 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES

; ; : — Except as hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision
governing bOdy to refund any general Ob“gatlon bonds of of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and personal

said dis.trict issued for capital purposes only, and to provideproperty by the state and all taxing districts now existing or hereafter
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annualcreated, shall not in any year exceed one per centum of the true and fair
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, value of such property in money: Provided, however, That nothing herein

; iai ; ; shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for any port or
And provided furtherThat the provisions of this section public utility district. The term "taxing district" for the purposes of this

shall also_ be SUbJeC_t to the !'m',tatlons contained in Article section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation, district,
VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; or other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have levied for

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility district.
preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract Such aggregate limitation or any specific imitation imposed by faw in
when ordered so to do by a court of last resort, SOMo/Mity tnerewith may be exceeded only

. . (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a
[AMENDMENT 95, 2002 House Joint Resolution No. 4220, majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the

p 2203. Approved November 5, 2002.] proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve
Prior amendments of Ar7 § 2, seeAmendments 17, 55, 59, 64, 79 months prior to the date on which the propo_sed Ie;vy is to be m?de and_not
and 90. ' PTTET R 0T oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special election
or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which election the
Amendment 90 (1997) — Art. 7. § 2 LIMITATION ON number of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall constitute

LEVIES—Except as hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other {nree-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum of the total votes cast in
provision of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and g,cy taxing district at the last preceding general election when the number
personal property by the state and all taxing districts now existing or of electors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per centum of the
hereafter created, shall notin any year exceed one percent of the true anda| votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding general election;
fair value of such property in money: Provided, however, That nothing qr by 4 majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the
herein shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for any proposition to levy when the number of electors voting on the proposition
port or public utility district. The term "taxing district” for the purposes of  exceeds forty percentum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the
this section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation, |55t preceding general election: Provided, That notwithstanding any other
district, or other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have provision of this Constitution, any proposition pursuant to this subsection
levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port or public 5 |evy additional tax for the support of the common schools may provide
utility dl_strlct. Suc_h aggregate limitation or any specific limitation imposed g ,ch support for a two year period and any proposition to levy an
by law in conformity therewith may be exceeded only as follows: additional tax to support the construction, modernization, or remodelling of
~ (&) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a gchogl facilities may provide such support for a period not exceeding six
majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the taxing district voting on ears;
the propos_ition to levy such ad_ditional tax submitted not more than twelve (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue general
months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and notyp|igation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of making the
oftener than twice in su_ch twelve month per|_od,_e|ther ata speC|aI_eIect|on required payments of principal and interest on general obligation bonds
or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which election the isqued solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,
number of voters voting "yes” on the proposition shall constitute three-fifths \ynen authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths of the electors
of a number equal to forty percent of the total number of voters voting in thereof voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the
such taxing district at the last preceding general election when the ”Umberprincipal and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of the
of voters voting on the proposition does not exceed forty percent of the totaljmitation herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted not
number of voters voting in such taxing district in the last preceding general sftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner
election; or by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the taxing provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election
district voting on the proposition to levy when the number of voters voting the total number of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not
on the proposition exceeds forty percent of the number of voters voting in|egs than forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing
such taxing district in the last preceding general election: Provided, That gigyrict at the last preceding general election: Provided, That any such
notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, any proposition i55ing district shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund
pursuant to this subsection to levy additional tax for the support of the any general obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes
common schools may provide such support for a period of up to four yearsopjy “and to provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by
and any proposition to levy an additional tax to support the construction, nnya| levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, And
modemnization, or remodelling of school facilities may provide such support provided further, That the provisions of this section shall also be subject to
for a period not exceeding six years; the limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution;
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(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a
principal or interest on general obligation bonds outstanding on December majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the
6, 1934; or for the purpose of preventing the impairment of the obligation proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve
of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and not
[AMENDMENT 79, 1986 House Joint Resolution No. 55, p 1530. oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special election
Approved November 4, 1986.] or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which election the

Amendment 64 (1976) — Art 7 § 2LIMITATION ON LEVIES number of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall constitute
— Except as hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum of the total votes cast in
of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and personal Such taxing district at the last preceding general election when the number
property by the state and all taxing districts now existing or hereafter Of electors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per centum of the
created, shall not in any year exceed one per centum of the true and fajrtotal votes castin such taxing dlSt!’ICt in the last preceding genera}l election;
value of such property in moneyProvided, howeverThat nothing herein or by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the
shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for any port or Proposition to levy when the number of electors voting on the proposition
public utility district. The term “taxing district" for the purposes of this exceeds forty percentum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the
section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, 'ast preceding general election; ) ) .
or other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have levied for . (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue general
it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility district. ©bligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of making the
Such aggregate limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in eduired payments of principal and interest on general obligation bonds
conformity therewith may be exceeded only issued soIer_ for capital purposes, o_ther than the repla(x_ement of equipment,

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a when autho!'|zed so to do by majority o_f at least three-fifths of the electors
majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the thereof voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the
proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve Principal and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of the
months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and notlimitation herel_n prowded during the term of such_bonds, ;ubmltted not
oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special election Oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner
or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which election the Provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election
number of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall constitute the total number of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not
three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum of the total votes cast in €SS than forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing
such taxing district at the last preceding general election when the numberdistrict at the last preceding general electiorrovided, That any such
of electors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per centum of thet@xing district shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund
total votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding general election; any general obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes
or by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the ©nly, and to provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by
proposition to ievy when the number of electors voting on the proposition @nnual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for heréind
exceeds forty percentum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in theProvided furtherThat the provisions of this section shall also be subject to
last preceding general electionProvided, That notwithstanding any other the limitations contained in Artlc!e VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution;
provision of this Constitution, any proposition pursuant to this subsection _ (¢) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the
to levy additional tax for the support of the common schools may provide principal or interest on general obI|gat|_on bonc_is ou_tstandmg on Deqem_ber
such support for a two year period; 6, 1934; or for the purpose of preventing the impairment Qf the obligation

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue general Of & contract when ordered so to do by a court of last res¢fl. AMEND-
obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of making the MENT 59, 1971 House Joint Resolution No. 47, p 1834. Approved
required payments of principal and interest on general obligation bonds November, 1972. (i) AMENDMENT 55, 1971 Senate Joint Resolution No.
issued solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipmentl: P 1827. Approved November, 1972.]
when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths of the electors Reviser's note: Article 7 § 2 waswice amended in different respects
thereof voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay theat the November 1972 general election by the ratification of both S.J.R. No.
principal and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of the 1. (AMENDMENT 55) and H.J.R. No. 47. (AMENDMENT 59.) 1971
limitation herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted not HIR No. 47 contained the following paragraph:
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner "Be It Further ResolvedThat the foregoing amendment shall be
provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election submitted to the qualified electors of the state in such a manner that they
the total number of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not may vote for or against it separately from the proposed amendment to
less than forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxingArticle VII, section 2, (Amendment 17) of the Constitution of the State of
district at the last preceding general election: Provided, That any such Washington contained in Senate Joint Resolution NoPfovided That if
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund both proposed amendments are approved and ratified, both shall become
any general obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes part of the Constitution" [1971 House Joint Resolution No. 47, part, p
only, and to provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by 1834]

annual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for heréind The section as printed above reflects the content of both amendments.
provided furtherThat the provisions of this section shall also be subject to Amendment 17 (1944) — Art. 7 § 2 FORTY MILL LIMIT —
the limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; Except as hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision of

_ (c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and personal
principal or interest on general obligation bonds outstanding on December roperty by the state and all taxing districts now existing or hereafter
6, 1934; or for the purpose of preventing the impairment of the obligation created, shall not in any year exceed forty mills on the dollar of assessed

of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resgtMEND- valuation, which assessed valuation shall be fifty per centum of the true and
MENT 64, 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 137, p 518. f5ir value of such property in moneyProvided, howeverThat nothing
Approved November 2, 1976.] herein shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for any
Amendment 59 (1972) and Amendment 55 (1972) — Art. 7 § 2 port or public utility district. The term "taxing district" for the purposes of
LIMITATION ON LEVIES — Except as hereinafter provided and this section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation,

notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, the aggregate of district, or other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have
all tax levies upon real and personal property by the state and all taxing levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port or public
districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year exceed one utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any specific limitation imposed
per centum of the true and fair value of such property in moneyovided, by law in conformity therewith may be exceeded only

however,That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now provided (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a
by law by or for any port or public utility district. The term "taxing  majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the
district" for the purposes of this section shall mean any political subdivi- proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve
sion, municipal corporation, district, or other governmental agency months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and not
authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special election
property, other than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which election the
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith number of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than
may be exceeded only
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forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing district at 89 SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS OR TAXATION
the last preceding general election; FOR LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. The legislature may

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue general . - .
obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of making the vest the corporate authorities of cities, towns and villages

required payments of principal and interest on general obligation bonds With power to make local improvements by special assess-
issued solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipmentment, or by special taxation of property benefited. For all
when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths of the electors corporate purposes, all municipal corporations may be vested

thereof voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the,, . :
principal and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of the with authorlty to assess and collect taxes and such taxes

limitation herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted not Shall be uniform in respect to persons and property within
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner the jurisdiction of the body levying the same.
provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election

the total number of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not § 10 RETIRED PERSONS PROPERTY TAX
less than forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing - ; .. .
district at the last preceding general electiorProvided, That any such  EXEMPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of Art]Cle
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund 7, Section 1 (Amendment 14) and Article 7, section 2
any general obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes (Amendment 17), the following tax exemption shall be
only, and to provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by allowed as to real property:

annual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, and . .
Provided furtherThat the provisions of this section shall also be subject to The legislature shall have the power, by appropriate

the limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; legislation, to grant to retired property owners relief from the
(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the property tax on the real property occupied as a residence by
principal or interest on general obligation bonds outstanding on December those owners. The Iegislature may place such restrictions
6, 1934, or for the purpose of preventing the impairment of the obligation i : : :
of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resgkMEND- and conditions upon the'gr.antlng of Such. relief as .It shall
MENT 17, 1943 House Joint Resolution No. 1, p 936. Approved Novem- d€€M proper. SUCh restrictions ?‘nd condltlons may include,
ber, 1944.] but are not limited to, the limiting of the relief to those
Reviser's note: Original section 2, as amended by Amendment 3, property owners below a specific level of income and those
was stricken by Amendment 14. The original section and Amendment 3, fulfilling certain minimum residential requirements.

are set out following Art. 7, § 1, above. [AMENDMENT 47, 1965 ex.s. House Joint Resolution No.

§3 TAXATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES AND 7, p 2821. Approved November 8, 1966.]

PROPERTY. The United States and its agencies and §11 TAXATION BASED ON ACTUAL USE.

instrumentalities, and their property, may be taxed under aMYNothing in this Article VII as amended shall prevent the

of the tax laws of this state, whenever and in such mannefjggisiature from providing, subject to such conditions as it
as such taxation may be authorized or permitted under th ay enact, that the true and fair value in money (a) of
laws of the United States, notwithstanding anything to the farms, a riéultural lands, standing timber and timberlands
contrary in the Constitution of this statéAJENDMENT : 89 : g '

. . and (b) of other open space lands which are used for
19, 1945 House Joint Resolution No. 9, p 932. Approved ecreation or for enjoyment of their scenic or natural beauty
November, 1946.]

. o _ _ shall be based on the use to which such property is currently
Reviser's note: Original section 3 was stricken by Amendment 14. applied and such values shall be used in Computing the
The original ion i following Ar7 § 1 . ' . ;
e original section is set out following AT § 1,above assessed valuation of such property in the same manner as

_ the assessed valuation is computed for all property.
SIOEI AéFI;I_(A)‘XSBERCECI)\ISFI)ESR(/DA\I_ZFEP%\&VCI?FI?E%?YSUSPEN [AMENDMENT 53, 1967 House Joint Resolution No. 1;

_ - _ _ see 1969 p 2976. Approved November 5, 1968.]
Reviser's note: Original section 4 was stricken by Amendment 14.
It is set out following Art 7 § 1,above.

Article VIII
85 TAXES, HOW LEVIED. No tax shall be levied STATE, COUNTY, AND MUNICIPAL
except in pursuance of law; and every law imposing a tax INDEBTEDNESS
shall state distinctly the object of the same to which only it
shall be applied. §1 STATE DEBT. (a) The state may contract debt,

the principal of which shall be paid and discharged within
§6 TAXES, HOW PAID. All taxes levied and thirty years from the time of contracting thereof, in the

collected for state purposes shall be paid in money only intoManner set forth herein.
the state treasury. (b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall not

exceed that amount for which payments of principal and
§7 ANNUAL STATEMENT. An accurate statement interest in any fiscal year would .requirga the state to expend
of the receipts and expenditures of the public moneys shallMore than nine percent of the arithmetic mean of its general

be published annually in such manner as the legislature maytate revenues for the three immediately preceding fiscal
provide. years as certified by the treasurer. The term "fiscal year

means that period of time commencing July 1 of any year

§8 TAX TO COVER DEFICIENCIES. Whenever and ending on June 30 of the following year. o
the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the income, the  (¢) The term "general state revenues” when used in this
legislature may provide for levying a tax for the ensuing S€ction, shall include all state money received in the treasury
fiscal year, sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay from each and every source whatsoever except: (1) Fees and

the deficiency, as well as the estimated expenses of thd€venues derived from the ownership or operation of any
ensuing fiscal year. undertaking, facility, or project; (2) Moneys received as
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gifts, grants, donations, aid, or assistance or otherwise from  (h) No money shall be paid from funds in custody of
the United States or any department, bureau, or corporatiorthe treasurer with respect to any debt contracted after the
thereof, or any person, firm, or corporation, public or effective date of this amendment by the Washington state
private, when the terms and conditions of such gift, grant, building authority, the capitol committee, or any similar
donation, aid, or assistance require the application andentity existing or operating for similar purposes pursuant to
disbursement of such moneys otherwise than for the generalvhich such entity undertakes to finance or provide a facility
purposes of the state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paidfor use or occupancy by the state or any agency, department,
into and received from retirement system funds, and or instrumentality thereof.
performance bonds and deposits; (4) Moneys to be paid into (i) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to
and received from trust funds including but not limited to the contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this
moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes andsection, including: The purposes for which debt may be
the several permanent and irreducible funds of the state andontracted; by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the
the moneys derived therefrom but excluding bond members elected to each house, the amount of debt which
redemption funds; (5) Proceeds received from the sale ofmay be contracted for any class of such purposes; the kinds
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness. of notes, bonds, or other evidences of debt which may be
(d) In computing the amount required for payment of issued by the state; and the manner by which the treasurer
principal and interest on outstanding debt under this sectionshall determine and advise the legislature, any appropriate
debt shall be construed to mean borrowed money representedgency, officer, or instrumentality of the state as to the
by bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness whictavailable debt capacity within the limitation set forth in this
are secured by the full faith and credit of the state or aresection. The legislature may delegate to any state officer,
required to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from general agency, or instrumentality any of its powers relating to the
state revenues and which are incurred by the state, anygontracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this
department, authority, public corporation, or quasi public section except its power to determine the amount and
corporation of the state, any state university or college, orpurposes for which debt may be contracted.
any other public agency created by the state but not by () The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state
counties, cities, towns, school districts, or other municipal of Washington are pledged to the payment of the debt
corporations, but shall not include obligations for the created on behalf of the state pursuant to this section and the
payment of current expenses of state government, nor shallegislature shall provide by appropriation for the payment of
it include debt hereafter incurred pursuant to section 3 of thisthe interest upon and installments of principal of all such
article, obligations guaranteed as provided for in subsectiondebt as the same falls due, but in any event, any court of
(g) of this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or record may compel such payment.
obligations issued to fund or refund the indebtedness of the (k) Notwithstanding the limitations contained in
Washington state building authority. subsection (b) of this section, the state may issue certificates
(e) The state may pledge the full faith, credit, and taxing of indebtedness in such sum or sums as may be necessary to
power of the state to guarantee the voter approved generaieet temporary deficiencies of the treasury, to preserve the
obligation debt of school districts in the manner authorized best interests of the state in the conduct of the various state
by the legislature. Any such guarantee does not remove thénstitutions, departments, bureaus, and agencies during each
debt obligation of the school district and is not state debt. fiscal year; such certificates may be issued only to provide
() The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, at for appropriations already made by the legislature and such
or prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any existing certificates must be retired and the debt discharged other
debt or of any debt hereafter contracted pursuant to sectiorthan by refunding within twelve months after the date of
1, section 2, or section 3 of this article, including any incurrence.
premium payable with respect thereto and interest thereon,  (I) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and sold by
or fund or refund, at or prior to maturity, the whole or any the state of Washington pursuant to and in conformity with
part of any indebtedness incurred or authorized prior to thethis article shall not be invalid for any irregularity or defect
effective date of this amendment by any entity of the type in the proceedings of the issuance or sale thereof and shall
described in subsection (h) of this section, including any be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide purchaser or
premium payable with respect thereto and any interestholder thereof. AMENDMENT 92, 1999 Senate Joint
thereon. Such funding or refunding shall not be deemed toResolution No. 8206, p 2387. Approved November 2,
be contracting debt by the state. 1999.]
(9) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in Amendment 60, part, (1972) - Art. 8 Section 1 STATE DEBT <a)
subsection (b) of this section, the state may pledge its full The state may contract debt, the principal of which shall be paid and
faith, credit, and taxing power to guarantee the payment ofdischarged within thirty years from the time of contracting thereof, in the

S . manner set forth herein.
any obligation payable from revenues received from any of (b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall not exceed that

t_he following sources: (1) Fees Coue_Cted by the state asamount for which payments of principal and interest in any fiscal year

license fees for motor vehicles; (2) Excise taxes collected bywould require the state to expend more than nine percent of the arithmetic

the state on the sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle mean of its general state revenues for the three immediately preceding fiscal
. years as certified by the treasurer. The term "fiscal year" means that

fuel; f”md (3) Interest on. the permanent Common school f.und'period of time commencing July 1 of any year and ending on June 30 of the

Provided, That the legislature shall, at all times, provide fojiowing year.

sufficient revenues from such sources to pay the principal (c) The term "general state revenues" when used in this section, shall

and interest due on all obligations for which said source of include all state money received in the treasury from each and every source
revenue is pledged whatsoever except: (1) Fees and revenues derived from the ownership or
’ operation of any undertaking, facility, or project; (2) Moneys received as
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gifts, grants, donations, aid, or assistance or otherwise from the United such certificates may be issued only to provide for appropriations already
States or any department, bureau, or corporation thereof, or any person, made by the legislature and such certificates must be retired and the debt
firm, or corporation, public or private, when the terms and conditions of discharged other than by refunding within twelve months after the date of
such gift, grant, donation, aid, or assistance require the application and incurrence.

disbursement of such moneys otherwise than for the general purposes of the (k) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and sold by the state of
state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paid into and received from Washington pursuant to and in conformity with this article shall not be
retirement system funds, and performance bonds and deposits; (4) Money@valid for any irregularity or defect in the proceedings of the issuance or
to be paid into and received from trust funds including but not limited to sale thereof and shall be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide
moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes and the severapurchaser or holder thereof AMENDMENT 60, part, 1971 House Joint
permanent and irreducible funds of the state and the moneys derivedResolution No. 52, part, p 1836. Approved November, 1972.]

therefrom but excluding bond redemption funds; (5) Proceeds received from Original text — Art . 8 § 1 LIMITATION OF STATE DEBT —

the sale of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness. o The state may to meet casual deficits or failure in revenues, or for expenses
_(d) In computing the amount required for payment of principal and ot provided for, contract debts, but such debts, direct and contingent,
interest on outstanding debt under this section, debt shall be construed Osingly or in the aggregate, shall not at any time exceed four hundred
mean borrowed money represented by bonds, notes, or other evidences ghoysand dollars ($400,000), and the moneys arising from the loans
indebtedness which are secured by the full faith and credit of the state or ¢reating such debts shall be applied to the purpose for which they were

are required to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from general state revenues gptained or to repay the debts so contracted, and to no other purpose
and which are incurred by the state, any department, authority, public \ynatever.

corporation, or quasi public corporation of the state, any state university

or college, or any other public agency created by the state but not by

counties, cities, towns, school districts, or other municipal corporations, but § 2 POWERS EXTEN_DED IN CERTAIN CASES.

shall not include obligations for the payment of current expenses of stateln addition to the above limited power to contract debts the
government, nor shall it include debt hereafter incurred pursuant to section state may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrec-
3 of this article, obligations guaranteed as provided for in subsection (f) of tjon or to defend the state in war. but the money arising

this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or obligations issued to . .
fund or refund the indebtedness of the Washington state building authority.from the contracting of such debts shall be applied to the

(e) The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, at or prior to  PUrpose for which it was raised and to no other purpose
maturity, the whole or any part of any existing debt or of any debt hereafter whatever.
contracted pursuant to section 1, section 2, or section 3 of this article,

including any premium payable with respect thereto and interest thereon, § 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW AUTHO-

or fund or refund, at or prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any . - .
indebtedness incurred or authorized prior to the effective date of this RIZED. Except the debt specified in sections one and two

amendment by any entity of the type described in subsection (g) of thisof this article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted by, or
section, including any premium payable with respect thereto and any on behalf of this state, unless such debt shall be authorized

interest thereon. Such funding or refunding shall not be deemed to beby law for some single work or object to be distinctly
contracting debt by the state.

(f Notwithstanding the limitation contained in subsection (b) of this SPecified therein. No such law shall take effect until it shall,
section, the state may pledge its full faith, credit, and taxing power to at a general election, or a special election called for that
guarantee the payment of any obligation payable from revenues receivedpurpose, have been submitted to the people and have
from any of the following sources: (1) Fees collected by the state as racejved a majority of all the votes cast for and against it at

license fees for motor vehicles; (2) Excise taxes collected by the state o . .
the sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle fuel; and (3) Interest on the nSUCh eleCt'on'A‘MENDMENT 60, part, 1971 House Joint

permanent common school fund: Provided, That the legislature shall, at all Résolution No. 52, part, p 1836. Approved November,
times, provide sufficient revenues from such sources to pay the principal1972.]

and interest due on all obligations for which said source of revenue is Amendment 48 (1966) — Art 8 § 3SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS
pledged. \ hall b id f funds i todv of the t HOW AUTHORIZED — Except the debt specified in sections one and
ith ) otnt]oney Sdabt e patl r?rr(lj ufr; S tl?1 cus],(fo );.O detrea?Ltjrrlgr two of this article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted by, or on behalf
wi rgspe(; bote;]nywe h_cor; ractet ab Pflrd. ee fhc I\'lte t?] eo 'tls; of this state, unless such debt shall be authorized by law for some single
amendment by the vvashington staté burlding authority, the capitol 54 o1 gpject to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall provide

committee, or any similar entity existing or operating for S".“"ar purposes ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest on such
pursuant to which such entity undertakes to finance or provide a facility for debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal of such

use or occupancy by the state or any agency, department, or instrumentalitydebt within twenty years from the time of the contracting thereof. No such

thereoll;. The legislat hall ibe all matt lating to the '2W shall take effect until it shall, at a general election, have been submitted
( ) e legisiature shall prescribe all matters relating to tt e. to the people and have received a majority of all the votes cast for and
contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this section, including: against it at such election, and all moneys raised by authority of such law

The purposes for which debt may be contracted; by a favorable vote of : e : :
three-fifths of the members elected to each house, the amount of debt whic ??gebgeagril;]eec:eobn;yctl%;rt]gdsr;encczflﬁociitggith?te;ilghslt:\t\? (\j,\}iﬁ)rbt: ;Z%r%?{g;epg

may be contracted for any class of such purposes; the kinds of notes, bonds(he people shall be published at least four times during the four weeks next

or otherbewdhe_nhc?s Otf debt Wh'ﬁh”"&a%/ be_|ssueéj bé’ _thet?]tatle; _aln(ti th receding the election in every legal newspaper in the stitevided,That
manner by which the treasurer shall determiné and agvise the Iegisiature, toy, o of any newspaper to publish this notice shall not be interpreted as

any appropriate agency, _officer, or inst(umentality o_f the_ state as to the affecting the outcome of the electigAMENDMENT 48, 1965 ex.s. House
available debt capacity within the limitation set forth in this section. The Joint Resolution No. 39, p 2822. Approved NovemBer 8, 1966.]

legislature may delegate to any state officer, agency, or instrumentality any o
of its powers relating to the contracting, funding or refunding of debt Original text — Art. 8 § 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS HOW
pursuant to this section except its power to determine the amount andAUTHORIZED — Except the debt specified in sections one and two of
purposes for which debt may be contracted. this article, no debts shall hereafter be'contracted by, or on b_ehalf of this
(i) The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state of Washington state, unless s_uc_:h debt sha_ll_l be auth_orlzed_ by law for some _smgle work or
are pledged to the payment of the debt created on behalf of the stateobject to be d|$t|nctly specified therein, which law s_haII provide ways and
pursuant to this section and the legislature shall provide by appropriation Means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest on such debt as
for the payment of the interest upon and installiments of principal of all such it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal of such debt within
debt as the same falls due, but in any event, any court of record maytwenty years fro_m the time of the contracting thereof. No such law shall
compel such payment. take effect until it sha!l, ata general election, have been submitted to th_e
(i) Notwithstanding the limitations contained in subsection (b) of this people and have received a majority of all the votes cast for and against it
section, the state may issue certificates of indebtedness in such sum or sunf§ Such election, and all moneys raised by authority of such law shall be
as may be necessary to meet temporary deficiencies of the treasury, t@pplied only to the specific object therein stated, or to the payment of the
preserve the best interests of the state in the conduct of the various statélebt thereby created, and such law shall be published in at least one
institutions, departments, bureaus, and agencies during each fiscal year; "ewspaper in each county, if one be published therein, throughout the state,
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for three months next preceding the election at which it is submitted to the corporation, without the assent of three-fifths of the voters therein, voting

people. at an election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases requiring such
assent shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed five per centum on the

§ 4 MONEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY APPRO- value of the taxable property therein, to be ascertained by the last

. assessment for state, and county purposes previous to the incurring of such
PRIATIONS. No moneys shall ever be pald out of the indebtedness; except that in incorporated cities the assessment shall be

treasury of this state, or any of its funds, or any of the funds taken from the last assessment for city purpogesyided,That no part of
under its management, except in pursuance of an appropriathe indebtedness allowed in this section, shall be incurred for any purpose
tion by law; nor unless such payment be made within oneother than strictly county, city, town, school district, or other municipal

: : purposesProvided furtherthat any city or town, with such assent may be
calendar month after the end of the next ensuing flscalallowed to become indebted to a larger amount but not exceeding five per

biennium, and every such law making a new appropriation, centum additional for supplying such city or town with water, artificial
or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall distinctly light, and sewers, when the works for supplying such water, light, and
specify the sum appropriated, and the object to which it is to sewers shall be owned and controlled by the municipality.

be applied, and it shall not be sufficient for such law to refer

to any other law to fix such SUMAMENDMENT 11, 1921 ~ §7 CREDIT NOT TO BE LOANED. No county,
p 80§ 1. Approved November, 1922.] city, town or other municipal corporation shall hereafter give
Original text — Art. 8 § 4 MONEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY any money, or property, or loan its money, or credit to or in

APPROPRIATIONS — No moneys shall ever be paid out of the treasury aid of any individual, association, company or Corpofation,
of this state, or any of its funds, or any of the funds under its management,except for the necessary support of the poor and infirm, or
except in pursuance of an appropriation by law; nor unless such paymenthecome directly or indirectly the owner of any stock in or

be made within two years from the first day of May next after the passageonds of anv association. company or corporation
of such appropriation act, and every such law making a new appropriation, y ! pany P ’

or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall distinctly specify the sum
appropriated, and the object to which it is to be applied, and it shall not be 8§ 8 PORT EXPENDITURES — INDUSTRIAL

sufficient for such law to refer to any other law to fix such sum. DEVELOPMENT — PROMOTION. The use of public
. funds by port districts in such manner as may be prescribed
§5 CREDIT NOT TO BE LOANED. The creditof  py the legislature for industrial development or trade
the state shall not, in any manner be given or loaned to, ofpromotion and promotional hosting shall be deemed a public
in aid of, any individual, association, company or corpora- yse for a public purpose, and shall not be deemed a gift
tion. within the provisions of section 7 of this ArticleAMEND-

MENT 45, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 25, p
§6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL INDEBT- 2819. Approved November 8, 1966.]

EDNESS. No county, city, town, school district, or other

municipal corporation shall for any purpose become indebted  §9 STATE BUILDING AUTHORITY. The legisla-

in any manner to an amount exceeding one and one-half pefyre is empowered notwithstanding any other provision in
centum of the taxable property in such county, city, town, thjs Constitution, to provide for a state building authority in
school district, or other municipal corporation, without the corporate and politic form which may contract with agencies
assent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an or departments of the state government to construct upon
election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases requiringjand owned by the state or its agencies, or to be acquired by
s_uch assent shall the total indebtedness at any time exc_eeme state building authority, buildings and appurtenant
five per centum on the value of the taxable property therein,improvements which such state agencies or departments are
to be ascertained by the last assessment for state and counfereby empowered to lease at reasonable rental rates from
purposes previous to the incurring of such indebtednessthe Washington state building authority for terms up to
except that in incorporated cities the assessment shall bgeventy-five years with provisions for eventual vesting of
taken from the last assessment for city purposesovided  title in the state or its agencies. This section shall not be
That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section shallconstrued as authority to provide buildings through lease or
be incurred for any purpose other than strictly county, city, otherwise to nongovernmental entities. The legislature may
town, school district, or other municipal purposé3rovided  aythorize the state building authority to borrow funds solely
further, That (a) any city or town, with such assent, may be ypon its own credit and to issue bonds or other evidences of
allowed to become indebted to a larger amount, but notindebtedness therefor to be repaid from its revenues and to
exceeding five per centum additional for supplying such city secure the same by pledging its income or mortgaging its
or town with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the |easeholds. The provisions of sections 1 and 3 of this article
works for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall be shall not apply to indebtedness incurred pursuant to this
owned and controlled by the municipality and (b) any school section. AMENDMENT 51, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution

district with such assent, may be allowed to become indebtedNo. 17; see 1969 p 2976. Approved November 5, 1968.]
to a Iarger amount but not exceedmg five per centum Reviser’s note: This section which was adopted as Sec. 8, is herein

additional for capital outlays AMENDMENT 27, 1951 renumbered Sec. 9, to avoid confusion with Sec. 8, supra.
House Joint Resolution No. 8, p 961. Approved November

4, 1952.] 8§10 ENERGY, WATER, OR STORMWATER

Provisions of Art 7 § 2 (Limitation on Levies) also subject to limitattons OR SEWER SERVICES CONSERVATION
contained in Art8 § 6: Art. 7 § 2(b). ASSISTANCE. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
Original text — Art. 8 § 6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL 7 of this Article, any county, city, town, quasi municipal

INDEBTEDNESS — No county, city, town, school district or other  ¢orporation, municipal corporation, or political subdivision

municipal corporation, shall for any purpose become indebted in any . : - - .
manner to an amount exceeding one and one-half percentum of the taxabhgnc the state which is engaged in the sale or distribution of

property in such county, city, town, school district or other municipal Water, energy, or stormwater or sewer services may, as
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authorized by the legislature, use public moneys or credit § 11 AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY ASSESS-
derived from operating revenues from the sale of water, MENTS — DEVELOPMENT, PROMOTION, AND
energy, or stormwater or sewer services to assist the ownerslOSTING. The use of agricultural commodity assessments
of structures or equipment in financing the acquisition and by agricultural commodity commissions in such manner as
installation of materials and equipment for the conservationmay be prescribed by the legislature for agricultural develop-
or more efficient use of water, energy, or stormwater or ment or trade promotion and promotional hosting shall be
sewer services in such structures or equipment. Except asleemed a public use for a public purpose, and shall not be
provided in section 7 of this Article, an appropriate charge deemed a gift within the provisions of section 5 of this
back shall be made for such extension of public moneys orarticle. AMENDMENT 76, 1985 House Joint Resolution
credit and the same shall be a lien against the structureNo. 42, p 2402. Approved November 5, 1985.]
benefited or a security interest in the equipment benefited.
Any financing for energy conservation authorized by this Article IX
article shall only be used for conservation purposes in EDUCATION
existing structures and shall not be used for any purpose _
which results in a conversion from one energy source to 31 PREAMBLE. ltis the paramount duty of the
another. AMENDMENT 91, 1997 House Joint Resolution Staté to make ample provision for the education of all
No. 4209, p 3065. Approved November 4, 1997.] children residing within its borders, without distinction or
Amendment 86 (1989) — Art. 8 § 10 ENERGY AND WATER preference on account of race, color, caste, or sex.
CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE — Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 7 of this Article, any county, city, town, quasi municipal 8§ 2 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. The legislature
corporation, municipal corporation, or political subdivision of the state shall provide for a general and uniform system of public
which is engaged in the sale or distribution of water or energy may, as gchgols, The public school system shall include common
authorized by the legislature, use public moneys or credit derived from . .
operating revenues from the sale of water or energy to assist the owners 0§Ch00|5’ and such hlgh schools, normal_ schools, and teChm'
structures or equipment in financing the acquisition and installation of Cal schools as may hereafter be established. But the entire
materials and equipment for the conservation or more efficient use of water revenue derived from the common school fund and the state

or ef”‘;r_gyAi” _SLI‘Ch structures or eq“iﬁmem-b Efeﬁt ﬁsbpfo"idjd fi” SeCtig”tax for common schools shall be exclusively applied to the
of this Article, an approprlate charge back sha € made 10r suc tSUppOI’t Of the common SChOOIS

extension of public moneys or credit and the same shall be a lien agains
the structure benefited or a security interest in the equipment benefited. o
Any financing for energy conservation authorized by this article shall only 8§ 3 FUNDS FOR SUPPORT. The principal of the
be Lésfed for conservatiohr] Eurposltes_in existing _stru;:tures and shall not becommon school fund as the same existed on June 30, 1965,
used for any purpose which results in a conversion from one energy source ; ; : :
o another [AMENDMENT 86, 1989 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8210, p Shall rémain permanent and irreducible. The said fund shall
3003. Approved November 7, 1989.] consist of the prmupa! amount thereof existing on June 30,
Amendment 82 (1988) — Art. 8 § 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY 1965, and such additions thergto as may be derived after
CONSERVATION — Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this  June 30, 1965, from the following named sources, to wit:
Article, any county, city, town, quasi municipal corporation, municipal Appropriations and donations by the state to this fund;
Sal6 or stiouton of energy may, as suthorized by the legiaiaure, use Sonations and bequests by individuals to the state or public
public moneys or credit derived frdm operating revenues from the séle offor Commo_n schools; the proceeds of lands and O,ther
energy to assist the owners of structures or equipment in financing the property which revert to the state by escheat and forfeiture;
acquisition and installation of materials and equipment for the conservation the proceeds of all property granted to the state when the
o o licient s of neray 1 such sictres o uprent, Sace Spurpose of the grant s not specified, or s uncertain; unds.
made for such extension of public moneys or credit and the same shall be . .. ry ;
a lien against the structure benefited or a security interest in the equipment Of Which provision has_not been made by law; the propeeds
benefited. Any financing authorized by this article shall only be used for of the sale of stone, minerals, or property other than timber
conservaticr)]n r|c]Jurpos|tes_in existing s_trucftures and shall not be usted forﬂ?nyand other crops from school and state lands, other than those
purpose which results in a conversion from one energy source to another. s . ;
[AMENDMENT 82, 1988 House Joint Resolution No. 4223, p 1552. granted for Speqf!c purposesz all rlnoneys recelvehd fr?]m
Approved November 8, 1988.] persons appropriating stone, minerals or property other than
Amendment 70 (1979) — Art. 8 § 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY timber and other crops from school and state lands other
CONSERVATION — Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this  than those granted for specific purposes, and all moneys
Article, until January 1, 1990 any county, city, town, quasi municipal other than rental recovered from persons trespassing on said
Which 5 engaged in the sale or distibLiion of energy may. a5 authorized |210S; five per centum of the proceeds of the sale of public
by the legislature, use public moneys or credit derived f’rom operating Ian'ds Iylng within the state, which S_ha,” be sold by th,e
revenues from the sale of energy to assist the owners of residentialUnited States subsequent to the admission of the state into
structures in financing the acquisition and installation of materials and the Union as approved by section 13 of the act of congress
etquirt)ment fgr thet Conser\l_gtign or thre gffifcit?]nt /list{e lof energy in S_UtChenainng the admission of the state into the Union; the
structures. Except as provided in section 7 of this Article, an appropriate . . i
charge back shall be made for such extension of public moneys or creditprlnCIpaI of 6.‘" funds arsing from the sale of lands and other
and the same shall be a lien against the residential structure benefited. PrOPerty which have been, and hereafter may be granted to
Except as to contracts entered into prior thereto, this amendment to thethe state for the support of common schools. The legislature

state Constitution shall be null and void as of January 1, 1990 and shall may make further provisions for enlarging said fund.

have no further force or effect after that daf@MENDMENT 70, ; ; _
Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 120, p 2288. Approved November There IS hereby established t.he common school con
6, 1979.] struction fund to be used exclusively for the purpose of

financing the construction of facilities for the common
schools. The sources of said fund shall be: (1) Those
proceeds derived from the sale or appropriation of timber
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and other crops from school and state lands subsequent tavhich not less than six per cent annual interest shall be paid.
June 30, 1965, other than those granted for specific purposThe amount of liability so created shall not be counted as a
es; (2) the interest accruing on said permanent commorpart of the indebtedness authorized and limited elsewhere in
school fund from and after July 1, 1967, together with all this Constitution.

rentals and other revenues derived therefrom and from land$nvestment of permanent school fund: Art. 16 § 5.

and other property devoted to the permanent common school

fund from and after July 1, 1967; and (3) such other sources Article X

as the legislature may direct. That portion of the common MILITIA

school construction fund derived from interest on the

permanent common school fund may be used to retire such &1 WHO LIABLE TO MILITARY DUTY.  All
bonds as may be authorized by law for the purpose ofable-bodied male citizens of this state between the ages of

financing the ‘construction of facilities for the common €ighteen (18) and forty-five (45) years except such as are

schools. exempt by laws of the United States or by the laws of this
The interest accruing on the permanent common schooftate, shall be liable to military duty.

fund together with all rentals and other revenues accruing

thereto pursuant to subsection (2) of this section during the 8 2 ORGANIZATION — DISCIPLINE — OFFI-

period after the effective date of this amendment and prior CERS — POWER TO CALL OUT. The legislature shall

to July 1, 1967, shall be exclusively applied to the current Provide by law for organizing and disciplining the militia in
use of the common schools. such manner as it may deem expedient, not incompatible

construction fund are in excess of the amount necessary t&f the militia shall be elected or appointed in such manner
allow fulfillment of the purpose of said fund, the excess as the legislature shall from time to time direct and shall be
shall be available for deposit to the credit of the permanentcommissioned by the governor. The governor shall have

common schools, as the legislature may dire8MEND- to suppress insurrections and repel invasions.
MENT 43, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part ,
1, p 2817. Approved November 8, 1966.] § 3 SOLDIERS' HOME. The legislature shall

Original text — Art. 9 § 3 FUNDS FOR SUPPORT —The  Provide by law for the maintenance of a soldiers’ home for
principal of the common school fund shall remain permanent and honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors, marines and
irreducible. The said fund shall be derived from the following named members of the state militia disabled while in the line of
sources, to wit: Appropriations and donations by the state to this fund,; duty and who aréona fidecitizens of the state.
donations and bequests by individuals to the state or public for common
schools; the proceeds of lands and other property which revert to the state . .
by escheat and forfeiture; the proceeds of all property granted to the state §4 PUBLIC A_RMS- The |eg|3|3;ture shall prow_de by
when the purpose of the grant is not specified, or is uncertain; funds law, for the protection and safe keeping of the public arms.
accumulated in the treasury of the state for the disbursement of which

provision has not been made by law; the proceeds of the sale of timber, § 5 PRIVILEGE FROM ARREST. The militia
stone, minerals, or other property from school and state lands, other than ’

those granted for specific purposes; all moneys received from personsSha”' in all cr_;\s_es, except treason, fe_lony al’_ld breach of the
appropriating timber, stone, minerals or other property from school and peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at
state lands other than those granted for specific purposes, and all moneysmusters and elections of officers, and in going to and
other than rental recovered from persons trespassing on said lands; five perretuming from the same.

centum of the proceeds of the sale of public lands lying within the state,

which shall be sold by the United States subsequent to the admission of the

state into the Union as approved by section 13 of the act of congress §6 EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY DUTY. No
enabling the admission of the state into the Union; the principal of all funds person or persons, having conscientious scruples against
arising from the sale of lands and other property which have been, and bearing arms, shall be compelled to do militia duty in time

hereafter may be granted to the state for the support of common schools. . ;
The legislature may make further provisions for enlarging said fund. The of peace. Provided,such person or persons shall pay an

interest accruing on said fund together with all rentals and other revenues €quivalent for such exemption.
derived therefrom and from lands and other property devoted to the

common school fund shall be exclusively applied to the current use of the Article Xl
common schools.
COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP
§ 4 SECTARIAN CONTROL OR INFLUENCE ORGANIZATION

PROHIBITED. All schools maintained or supported wholly §1 EXISTING COUNTIES RECOGNIZED. The

or '? part by tth? pu_blfllc funds shall be forever free from g\ era1 counties of the Territory of Washington existing at
sectarian confrot or influence. the time of the adoption of this Constitution are hereby

§5 LOSS OF PERMANENT FUND TO BECOME recognized as legal subdivisions of this state.

STATE DEBT. All losses to the permanent common school §2 COUNTY SEATS — LOCATION AND RE-
or any other state educational fund, which shall be occa- VAL

sioned by defalcation, mismanagement or fraud of the agents reeiips of the qualified electors of the county, voting on

or officers controlling or managing the same, shall be o ; ;
audited by the proper authorities of the state. The amoungre proposition at a general election shall vote in favor of

dited shall b *funded debt inst the st uch removal, and three-fifths of all votes cast on the
SO audrted snall be a permanent funded debt against the sta oposition shall be required to relocate a county seat. A
in favor of the particular fund sustaining such loss, upon

No county seat shall be removed unless
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proposition of removal shall not be submitted in the samethe day of election in all election districts of said county.
county more than once in four years. Said elections may be general or special elections and except
Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . &€ 42. as herein provided, shall be governed by the law regulating
and controlling general or special elections in said county.
8 3 NEW COUNTIES. No new counties shall be Such charter may be amended by proposals therefor submit-
established which shall reduce any county to a populationted by the legislative authority of said county to the electors
less than four thousand (4,000), nor shall a new county bethereof at any general election after notice of such submis-
formed containing a less population than two thousandsion published as above specified, and ratified by a majority
(2,000). There shall be no territory stricken from any county of the qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting any
unless a majority of the voters living in such territory shall such charter or amendment thereto, any alternate article or
petition therefor and then only under such other conditionsproposition may be presented for the choice of the voters
as may be prescribed by a general law applicable to theand may be voted on separately without prejudice to others.
whole state. Every county which shall be enlarged or Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided,
created from territory taken from any other county or may provide for such county officers as may be deemed
counties shall be liable for a just proportion of the existing necessary to carry out and perform all county functions as
debts and liabilities of the county or counties from which provided by charter or by general law, and for their compen-
such territory shall be takenProvided,That in such  sation, but shall not affect the election of the prosecuting
accounting neither county shall be charged with any debt orattorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges of
liability then existing incurred in the purchase of any county the superior court, and the justices of the peace, or the
property, or in the purchase or construction of any county jurisdiction of the courts.
buildings then in use, or under construction, which shall fall Notwithstanding the foregoing provision for the calling
within and be retained by the countfrovided further,That of an election by the legislative authority of such county for
this shall not be construed to affect the rights of creditors. the election of freeholders to frame a county charter,
registered voters equal in number to ten (10) per centum of
84 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWNSHIP the voters of any such county voting at the last preceding
ORGANIZATION. The legislature shall establish a system general election, may at any time propose by petition the
of county government, which shall be uniform throughout calling of an election of freeholders. The petition shall be
the state except as hereinafter provided, and by general law8led with the county auditor of the county at least three (3)
shall provide for township organization, under which any months before any general election and the proposal that a
county may organize whenever a majority of the qualified board of freeholders be elected for the purpose of framing a
electors of such county voting at a general election shall socounty charter shall be submitted to the vote of the people
determine; and whenever a county shall adopt townshipat said general election, and at the same election a board of
organization, the assessment and collection of the revenuéreeholders of not less than fifteen (15) or more than
shall be made, and the business of such county and the locdlwenty-five (25), as fixed in the petition calling for the
affairs of the several townships therein, shall be managecelection, shall be chosen to draft the new charter. The
and transacted in the manner prescribed by such general lawarocedure for the nomination of qualified electors as candi-
Any county may frame a "Home Rule" charter for its dates for said board of freeholders shall be prescribed by the
own government subject to the Constitution and laws of this legislative authority of the county, and the procedure for the
state, and for such purpose the legislative authority of suchframing of the charter and the submission of the charter as
county may cause an election to be had, at which electionframed shall be the same as in the case of a board of
there shall be chosen by the qualified voters of said countyfreeholders chosen at an election initiated by the legislative
not less than fifteen (15) nor more than twenty-five (25) authority of the county.
freeholders thereof, as determined by the legislative authori-  In calling for any election of freeholders as provided in
ty, who shall have been residents of said county for a periodthis section, the legislative authority of the county shall
of at least five (5) years preceding their election and who areapportion the number of freeholders to be elected in accor-
themselves qualified electors, whose duty it shall be todance with either the legislative districts or the county
convene within thirty (30) days after their election and commissioner districts, if any, within said county, the
prepare and propose a charter for such county. Suchumber of said freeholders to be elected from each of said
proposed charter shall be submitted to the qualified electordistricts to be in proportion to the population of said districts
of said county, and if a majority of such qualified electors as nearly as may be.
voting thereon ratify the same, it shall become the charter of ~ Should the charter proposed receive the affirmative vote
said county and shall become the organic law thereof, andof the majority of the electors voting thereon, the legislative
supersede any existing charter, including amendmentsauthority of the county shall immediately call such special
thereto, or any existing form of county government, and all election as may be provided for therein, if any, and the
special laws inconsistent with such charter. Said proposedcounty government shall be established in accordance with
charter shall be published in two (2) legal newspapersthe terms of said charter not more than six (6) months after
published in said county, at least once a week for four (4)the election at which the charter was adopted.
consecutive weeks prior to the day of submitting the same to ~ The terms of all elective officers, except the prosecuting
the electors for their approval as above provided. All attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges of
elections in this section authorized shall only be had uponthe superior court, and the justices of the peace, who are in
notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling such office at the time of the adoption of a Home Rule Charter
election and shall be given for at least ten (10) days beforeshall terminate as provided in the charter. All appointive
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officers in office at the time the charter goes into effect, provide for the election in certain classes of counties certain officers who

whose positions are not abolished thereby, shall continueshall exercise the powers and perform the duties of two or more officers.
til their successors shall have qualified It shall regulate the compensation of aII_such offlcer;, in proportion to their

un . q ' duties, and for that purpose may classify the counties by population. And

After the adoption of such charter, such county shall it shall provide for the strict accountability of such officers for all fees

continue to have all the rights, powers, privileges and which may be collected by them and for all public moneys which may be
benefits then possessed or thereafter conferred by genere!ilg%m t2h§5m§ x OK'C'a”V come 'nmghe'flgzzsess'WENDMENT 12,
law. All the powers, authority and duties granted to and P - Approved November, 1924.]

; ; Original text — Art. 1 1 § 5 ELECTION AND COMPENSATION
|mposed on county officers by general law, except the OF COUNTY OFFICERS — The legislature by general and uniform laws

prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of schoolSgnail provide for the election in the several counties of boards of county
the judges of the superior court and the justices of the peacegommissioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attorneys, and
shall be vested in the legislative authority of the county other county, township or precinct and district officers as public conve-
unless expressly vested in specific officers by the Charter_nience may require, and shall prescrit_)e their duties, ar_1d fix t_heir terms of
The legislati thorit b luti dei t fofflce. It shall regulate the compensation of all such officers, in proportion

. € egls_a Ive au 0” y m_ay y resolution ,e egate _any Ol 5 their duties, and for that purpose may classify the counties by popula-
its executive or administrative powers, authority or duties nottion. And it shall provide for the strict accountability of such officers for
expressly vested in specific officers by the charter, to anyall fees which may be collected by them, and for all public moneys which
county officer or officers or county emp|0yee or employees. may be paid to them, or officially come into their possession.

The provisions of sections 5, 6, 7, and the first sentence
of section 8 of this Article as amended shall not apply to § 6 VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP, PRECINCT OR

counties in which the government has been established byROAD DISTRICT OFFICE. The board of county com-
charter adopted under the provisions hereof. The authorityMiSSIONers in each county shall fill all vacancies occurring

conferred on the board of county commissioners by Sectioni" @1y township, precinct or road district office of such
15 of Article Il as amended, shall be exercised by the county by appointment, and officers thus appointed shall

legislative authority of the county AMENDMENT 21 hold office till the next general (_a_lection, and until their
1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5, p 1372. ApprovedSuccessors are elected and qualifis8®MENDMENT 52,
November 2, 1948.] part, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 24, part. Approved

Original text — Art. 11 § 4 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND November 5, 1968 ]
TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION — The legislature shall establish a ~ Governmental continuity during emergency periods: . 2§ 42.
system of county government which shall be uniform throughout the state,vVacancies in legislature and in partisan county elective office: Art. 2 § 15.
and by general laws shall provide for township organization, under which Original text — Art. 11 § 6 VACANCIES IN COUNTY, ETC.,
any county may organize whenever a majority of the qualified electors of 5er|CES HOW FILLED — The board of county commissioners in each
such county voting at a general election shall so determine, and WheneverCounty shall fill all vacancies occurring in any county, township, precinct

a county shall adopt township organizatiqn the assessment and collection, . .24 district office of such county by appointment, and officers thus
of the revenue shall be made and the business of such county, and the local,inted shall hold office till the next general election, and until their

affairs of the severgl townships therein shall be managed and transacted iNg\\ccessors are elected and qualified.
the manner prescribed by such general laws.

8§ 7 TENURE OF OFFICE LIMITED TO TWO
TERMS. [Repealed byAMENDMENT 22, 1947 House

Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1385. Approved November 2,
&948.]

85 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The legislature, by
general and uniform laws, shall provide for the election in
the several counties of boards of county commissioners
sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attorneys an Original text — Art. 11§ 7 TENURE OF OFFICE LIMITED TO
other county, township or precinct and district officers, as 1y Terms  No county officer shall be eligible to hold his office
public convenience may require, and shall prescribe theirygre than two terms in succession.
duties, and fix their terms of officeProvided, That the
legislature may, by general laws, classify the counties by § 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS AFFECT-
population and provide for the election in certain classes ofING. The salary of any county, city, town, or municipal
counties certain officers who shall exercise the powers andofficers shall not be increased except as provided in section
perform the duties of two or more officers. It shall regulate 1 of Article XXX or diminished after his election, or during
the compensation of all such officers, in proportion to their his term of office; nor shall the term of any such officer be
duties, and for that purpose may classify the counties byextended beyond the period for which he is elected or
population: Provided, That it may delegate to the legislative appointed. AMENDMENT 57, art, 1971 Senate Joint
authority of the counties the right to prescribe the salaries ofResolution No. 38, part, p 1829. Approved November,
its own members and the salaries of other county officers.1972 ]

And it shall provide for the strict accountability of such Original text — Art. 11 § 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS
officers for all fees which may be collected by them and for AFFECTING — The legislature shall fix the compensation by salaries of
all public moneys which may be paid to them, or officially all county officers, and of constables in cities having a population of five
corme into their possessioIENDMENT 57, part, 1071 * ebeand angupnais scent il pusic aamistaters, suvevors o0
Senate Joint Resolution No. 38, part, p 1829. ApprovecIcity, town, orymunicigal officers shall not be increased or c}liminisryed afte)r/’
November, 1972.] his election, or during his term of office; nor shall the term of any such

Amendment 12 (1924) — Art. 11 § 5 COUNTY GOVERNMENT officer be extended beyond the period for which he is elected or appointed.
— The legislature, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for the
election in the several counties of boards of county commissioners, sheriffs, 8§89 STATE TAXES NOT TO BE RELEASED OR
county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attorneys and other county, townshilcOMMUTED. No county, nor the inhabitants thereof, nor
or precinct and district officers, as public convenience may require, and h h - hall b | d disch df .
shall prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of officBrovided, That the the prqpertyt e,rem' shall be released or disc a_rge rom its
legislature may, by general laws, classify the counties by population and OF their proportionate share of taxes to be levied for state
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purposes, hor shall commutation for such taxes be authorizedonformity therewith; and cities or towns heretofore or herea_fter orga_niz_ed,
in any form whatever. and all charters thereof framed or adopted by authority of this Constitution
shall be subject to, and controlled by general laws. Any city containing a
population of twenty thousand inhabitants, or more, shall be permitted to

§ 10 INCORPORATION OF MUNICIPALITIES. frame a charter for its own government, consistent with and subject to the
Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be created byConstitution and laws of this state, and for such purpose the legislative
special laws; but the legislature, by general laws, shal| authority of such city may cause an election to be had at which election

: : : o 4 there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of said city, fifteen freehold-
prowde for the Incorporation, organization and classification ers thereof, who shall have been residents of said city for a period of at

in proportion to population, of cities and towns, which laws |east two years preceding their election and qualified electors, whose duty
may be altered, amended or repealed. Cities and town shall be to convene within ten days after their election, and prepare and
heretofore organized, or incorporated may become organizedropose a charter for such city. Such proposed charter shall be submitted
under such general laws whenever a majority of the eIectoréO the qua||f|ed electors o_f said city, an_d if a majority of such qual|f|ed_

. . . electors voting thereon ratify the same, it shall become the charter of said
voting at a general elgct|on, Sha” SO determ|ne- and Shallcity, and shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any existing
organize in conformity therewith; and cities or towns charter including amendments thereto, and all special laws inconsistent with
heretofore or hereafter organized, and all charters thereofuch charter. Said proposed charter shall be published in two daily
framed or adopted by authority of this Constitution shall be newspapers published in said city, for at least thirty days prior to the day

biect to and controlled by general laws. Anv citv contain- of subm_lttlng_the same to the elec_tors for their approval, as abovg prowd_ed.
§u ] - y 9 ! e y city All elections in this section authorized shall only be had upon notice, which
ing a population of ten thousand inhabitants, or more, shallnotice shall specify the object of calling such election, and shall be given
be permitted to frame a charter for its own government, for at least ten days before the day of election, in all election districts of
consistent with and subject to the Constitution and laws ofsaid city. Said elections may be general or special elections, and except as

: : : : herein provided shall be governed by the law regulating and controlling
this state, and for such purpose the IegISIatlve authorlty Ofgeneral or special elections in said city. Such charter may be amended by

such city may cause an election to be had at which Q'ectiorbroposals therefore submitted by the legislative authority of such city to the
there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of said city,electors thereof at any general election after notice of said submission
fifteen freeholders thereof, who shall have been residents ofublished as above specified, and ratified by a majority of the qualified
said city for a period of at least two years preceding their er:e"tors Vo“”lg thereon. I'” submitting any Sugh charter, o amhe”dlf]“?”t

lection and qualified electors. whose duty it shall be to Nerelo: any aliemate article or proposition may be presented for the choice
€lec 1d g ] 4 y of the voters, and may be voted on separately without prejudice to others.
convene within ten days after their election, and prepare andyinority to incur and limit of indebtedness: A8 § 6.

propose a charter for such city. Such proposed charter shall

be submitted to the qualified electors of said city, and if a § 11 POLICE AND SANITARY REGULATIONS.
majority of such qualified electors voting thereon ratify the any county, city, town or township may make and enforce

same, it shall become the charter of said city, and shallyithin its limits all such local police, sanitary and other
become the organic law thereof, and supersede any existingegulations as are not in conflict with general laws.

charter including amendments thereto, and all special laws

inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed charter shall §12 ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF

be published in the daily newspaper of largest generalTAXES IN MUNICIPALITIES.  The legislature shall have
CerUlatlpn pUbllShEd in the area tO be InCO_rporated as a flrstno power to impose taxes upon Counties' CitieS, towns or
class city under the charter or, if no daily newspaper is gther municipal corporations, or upon the inhabitants or
pubhshed_ there_ln, th_en_ in the newspaper having the |argesbr0perty thereof, for county, city, town, or other municipal
general circulation within such area at least once each weelpyrposes, but may, by general laws, vest in the corporate

for four weeks next preceding the day of submitting the authorities thereof, the power to assess and collect taxes for
same to the electors for their approval, as above providedsych purposes.

All elections in this section authorized shall only be had

upon notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling § 13 PRIVATE PROPERTY, WHEN MAY BE
such election, and shall be given as required by law. SaidTAKEN FOR PUBLIC DEBT. Private property shall not
elections may be general or special elections, and except age taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debt of any

herein provided shall be governed by the law regulating andpyblic or municipal corporation, except in the mode provided
controlling general or special elections in said city. Such py |aw for the levy and collection of taxes.

charter may be amended by proposals therefor submitted by

the legislative authority of such city to the electors thereof § 14 PRIVATE USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS PRO-

at any general election after notice of said submissionH|BITED. The making of profit out of county, city, town,
published as above specified, and ratified by a majority of or other public money, or using the same for any purpose
the quallfled electors voting thereon. In Submlttlng any such not authorized by law, by any officer having the possession

charter, or amendment thereto, any alternate article ofor control thereof, shall be a felony, and shall be prosecuted
proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters,and punished as prescribed by law.

and may be voted on separately without prejudice to others.
[AMENDMENT 40, 1963 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. § 15 DEPOSIT OF PUBLIC FUNDS. All moneys,

1, p 1526. Approved November 3, 1964.] assessments and taxes belonging to or collected for the use
Original text — Art. 11 § 10 INCORPORATION OF MUNICI- of any county, city, town or other public or municipal
PALITIES — Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be created by corporation coming into the hands of any officer thereof
special laws; but the legislature, by general laws, shall provide for the . I . . !
incorporation, organization and classification in proportion to population, shall 'mmed,'ately be deposn_ed with the_treasurer’ or other
of cities and towns, which laws may be altered, amended or repealed.l€gal depositary to the credit of such city, town, or other

Cities and towns heretofore organized, or incorporated may become corporation respectively, for the benefit of the funds to
organized under such general laws whenever a majority of the electors\yhich they belong.
voting at a general election, shall so determine, and shall organize in
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§ 16 COMBINED CITY-COUNTY. Any county city-county, with such assent may be allowed to become
may frame a "Home Rule" charter subject to the Constitutionindebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five per
and laws of this state to provide for the formation and centum additional for supplying such city-county with water,
government of combined city and county municipal corpora- artificial light, and sewers, when the works for supplying
tions, each of which shall be known as "city-county". such water, light, and sewers shall be owned and controlled
Registered voters equal in number to ten (10) percent of theby the city-county.
voters of any such county voting at the last preceding No municipal corporation which is retained or otherwise
general election may at any time propose by a petition theprovided for within the city-county shall for any purpose
calling of an election of freeholders. The provisions of become indebted in any manner to an amount exceeding one
section 4 of this Article with respect to a petition calling for and one-half per centum of the taxable property in such
an election of freeholders to frame a county home rule municipal corporation without the assent of three-fifths of
charter, the election of freeholders, and the framing andthe voters therein voting at an election to be held for that
adoption of a county home rule charter pursuant to suchpurpose, nor shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed
petition shall apply to a petition proposed under this sectionfive per centum of the value of the taxable property therein,
for the election of freeholders to frame a city-county charter, to be ascertained by the last assessment for city-county
the election of freeholders, and to the framing and adoptionpurposes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness:
of such city-county charter pursuant to such petition. ExceptProvided,That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this
as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions of section shall be incurred for any purpose other than strictly
section 4 applicable to a county home rule charter shallmunicipal purposes:Provided further,That any such
apply to a city-county charter. If there are not sufficient municipal corporation, with such assent, may be allowed to
legal newspapers published in the county to meet thebecome indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five
requirements for publication of a proposed charter underper centum additional for supplying such municipal corpora-
section 4 of this Article, publication in a legal newspaper tion with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the works
circulated in the county may be substituted for publication in for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall be owned
a legal newspaper published in the county. No suchand controlled by the municipal corporation. All taxes
“city-county" shall be formed except by a majority vote of which are levied and collected within a municipal corpora-
the qualified electors voting thereon in the county. The tion for a specific purpose shall be expended within that
charter shall designate the respective officers of suchmunicipal corporation.
city-county who shall perform the duties imposed by law The authority conferred on the city-county government
upon county officers. Every such city-county shall have and shall not be restricted by the second sentence of Article 7,
enjoy all rights, powers and privileges asserted in its charter,section 1, or by Article 8, section 6 of this Constitution.
and in addition thereto, such rights, powers and privileges aJAMENDMENT 58, 1971 House Joint Resolution No. 21,
may be granted to it, or to any city or county or class or p 1831. Approved November, 1972.]
classes of cities and counties. In the event of a conflict in Amendment 23 (1948) — Art. 11 § 16 COMBINED CITY AND
the constitutional provisions applying to cities and those COUNTY — The legislature shall, by general law, provide for the
applying to counties or of a conflict in the general laws formation of combined city and county municipal corporations, and for the

: e : : manner of determining the territorial limits thereof, each of which shall be
applylng to cities and those applylng to counties, a known as a "city and county," and, when organized, shall contain a

city-county shall be authorized to exercise any powers thatyopulation of at least three hundred thousand (300,000) inhabitants. No
are granted to either the cities or the counties. such city and county shall be formed except by a majority vote of the
No legislative enactment which is a prohibition or qualified electors of the area proposed to be included therein and also by

F At ; . a majority vote of the qualified electors of the remainder of that county
restriction shall apply to the I’IghtS, poOWers and pr|V|Ieges of from which such area is to be taken. Any such city and county shall be

a city-county unless such prPhibition or reStr!Ction shall permitted to frame a charter for its own government, and amend the same,
apply equally to every other city, county, and city-county. in the manner provided for cities by section 10 of this artidReovided,
The provisions of sections 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8 and of the however, That the first charter of such city and county shall be framed and

fir raaraph of ion 4 of this article shall n | adopted in a manner to be specified in the general law authorizing the
ans; gﬁc%gcﬁs_cguﬁte;t 0 of this article shall not apply to formation of such corporationsProvided furtherThat every such charter

. . . . shall designate the respective officers of such city and county who shall
MUHICIpal ‘corporations may be retained or otherwise perform the duties imposed by law upon county officers. Every such city
provided for within the city-county. The formation, powers and county shall have and enjoy all rights, powers and privileges asserted

and duties Of SUCh municipa' Corporations Sha” be prescribedn its charter, not inconsistent with general laws, and in addition thereto,
by the charter such rights, powers and privileges as may be granted to it, or possessed

. . and enjoyed by cities and counties of like population separately organized.
~ No city-county shall for any purpose become indebted No county or county government existing outside the territorial limits
in any manner to an amount exceeding three per centum 0bf such county and city shall exercise any police, taxation or other powers
the taxable property in such city-county without the assentwithin the territorial limits of such county and city, but all such powers

of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an election to shall be exercised by the city and county and the officers thereof, subject to
ch constitutional provisions and general laws as apply to either cities or

; gy u
be held for that purpose, nor in cases requiring such a-Sse”iounties: Provided,That the provisions of sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8
shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed ten pepf this article shall not apply to any such city and counfrovided further,
centum of the value of the taxable property therein, to beThat the salary of any elective or appointive officer of a city and county
ascertained by the last assessment for city-county purpose§tetd 1o Eaie 2 e e e extended beyond the
previous to the mc,umng of such mdebtedne_st%towded, period fo'r which he is elected or appointed. In case an existing county is
That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section shallgivided in the formation of a city and county, such city and county shall be
be incurred for any purpose other than strictly city-county or liable for a just proportion of the existing debts or liabilities of the former

other municipal purposesProvided further,That any county, and shall account for and pay the county remaining a just
proportion of the value of any real estate or other property owned by the
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former_ county ar_md taken over by the county and city, the method of 87 FOREIGN CORPORATIONS. No corporation
g?t.efm'”'ﬂglf“‘:h Just proportion to ?e pzj‘?scr'be$hby gf‘f?”era' '?W' but S“‘éh organized outside the limits of this state shall be allowed to
ivision shall not affect the rights of creditors. The officers of a city an . L .
county, their compensation, qualifications, term of office and manner of transaCt business Wlth_m the state on mor_e favorable C_0nd"
election or appointment shall be as provided for in its charter, subject to tions than are prescribed by law to similar corporations

general laws and applicable constitutional provisiofSMENDMENT 23, organized under the laws of this state.
1947 House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 1386. Approved November 2,

1948 ] §8 ALIENATION OF FRANCHISE NOT TO

Article X] RELEASE LIABILITIES. No corporation shall lease or

alienate any franchise, so as to relieve the franchise, or
CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL property held thereunder, from the liabilities of the lessor, or

§ 1 CORPORATIONS, HOW FORMED. Corpora- drantor, lessee, or grantee, contracted or incurred in the
tions may be formed under general laws, but shall not beoperation, use, or enjoyment of such franchise or any of its
created by special acts. All laws relating to corporations Privileges.
may be altered, amended or repealed by the legislature at
any time, and all corporations doing business in this state 89 STATE NOT TO LOAN ITS CREDIT OR

may, as to such business, be regulated, limited or restraine®UBSCRIBE FOR STOCK. The state shall not in any
by law. manner loan its credit, nor shall it subscribe to, or be

interested in the stock of any company, association or
§ 2 EXISTING CHARTERS. All existing charters, ~ corporation.
franchises, special or exclusive privileges, under which an
actual andbona fideorganization shall not have taken place, § 10 EMINENT DOMAIN AFFECTING. The
and business been commenced in good faith, at the time ofXercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be so
the adoption of this Constitution shall thereafter have no abridged or construed as to prevent the legislature from

validity. taking the property and franchises of incorporated compa-
nies, and s.ubj_e_cting them to public use the same as the
§ 3 EXISTING CHARTERS NOT TO BE EX- property of individuals.

TENDED NOR FORFEITURE REMITTED. The
legislature shall not extend any franchise or charter, nor 8§ 11 STOCKHOLDER LIABILITY.  No corpora-
remit the forfeiture of any franchise or charter of any tion, association, or individual shall issue or put in circula-

corporation now existing, or which shall hereafter exist under tion as money anything but the lawful money of the United
the laws of this state. States. Each stockholder of any banking or insurance

corporation or joint stock association shall be individually

§ 4 LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS. Each and personally liable equally and ratably, and not one for
stockholder in all incorporated companies, except corpora-@nother, for all contracts, debts, and engagements of such
tions organized for banking or insurance purposes, shall becorporation or association accruing while they remain such
liable for the debts of the corporation to the amount of his Stockholders, to the extent of the amount of their stock
unpaid stock and no more; and one or more Stockholderéhere”] a'.: the par value thereof, in addition to the amount
may be joined as parties defendant in suits to recover uporinvested in such shares.

this liability. The legislature may provide that stockholders of
banking corporations organized under the laws of this state
§5 TERM "CORPORATION," DEFINED — which shall provide and furnish, either through membership

RIGHT TO SUE AND BE SUED. The term corporations, in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or through
as used in this article, shall be construed to include all membership in any other instrumentality of the government
associations and joint stock companies having any powers off the United States, insurance or security for the payment
privileges of corporations not possessed by individuals orOf the debts and obligations of such banking corporation
partnerships, and all corporations shall have the right to sueduivalent to that required by the laws of the United States

and shall be subject to be sued, in all courts, in like cases ad0 be furnished and provided by national banking associa-
natural persons. tions, shall be relieved from liability for the debts and

obligations of such banking corporation to the same extent
§6 LIMITATIONS UPON ISSUANCE OF that stockholders of national banking associations are

STOCK. Corporations shall not issue stock, excepbtma  relieved from liability for the debts and obligations of such
fide subscribers therefor, or their assignees; nor shall anynational banking associations under the laws of the United
corporation issue any bond, or other obligation, for the States. AMENDMENT 16, 1939 Senate Joint Resolution
payment of money, except for money or property received NO- 8, p 1024. Approved November, 1940.]

or labor done. The stock of corporations shall not be Original text — Art. 12 § 11 PROHIBITION AGAINST ISSU-
increased, except in pursuance of a general law, nor shalff NCE OF MONEY AND LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS IN

| thorize the i f stock. without th ANKS — No corporation, association, or individual shall issue or put in
any law autnorize the increase of Stock, withou e Consem'Circulation as money anything but the lawful money of the United States.

of the person or persons holding the larger amount in valuegach stockholder of any banking or insurance corporation or joint stock
of the stock, nor without due notice of the proposed increaseassociation, shall be individually and personally liable equally and ratably
having been previously given in such manner as may peand not one for another, for all contracts, debts and engagements of such

. P . corporation or association accruing while they remain such stockholders to
prescnbed by law. All fictitious increase of stock or the extent of the amount of their stock therein at the par value thereof, in

indebtedness shall be void. addition to the amount invested in such shares.
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§ 12 RECEIVING DEPOSITS BY BANK AFTER als and such property shall not be exempted from execution
INSOLVENCY. Any president, director, manager, cashier, and sale.
or other officer of any banking institution, who shall receive
or assent to the reception of deposits, after he shall have § 18 RATES FOR TRANSPORTATION. The
knowledge of the fact that such banking institution is legislature may pass laws establishing reasonable rates of
insolvent or in failing circumstances, shall be individually charges for the transportation of passengers and freight, and

responsible for such deposits so received. to correct abuses and prevent discrimination and extortion
in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs on the different
§ 13 COMMON CARRIERS, REGULATION OF. railroads and other common carriers in the state, and shall

All railroad, canal and other transportation companies areenforce such laws by adequate penalties. A railroad and
declared to be common carriers and subject to legislativetransportation commission may be established and its powers
control. Any association or corporation organized for the and duties fully defined by lawAMENDMENT 66, 1977
purpose, under the laws of this state, shall have the right toHouse Joint Resolution No. 55, p 1713. Approved
connect at the state line with railroads of other states. EveryNovember 8, 1977.]

railroad company shall have the right with its road, whether Original text — Art. 12 § 18 MAXIMUM RATES FOR TRANS-

the same be now constructed or may hereafter be constructtORTATION — The legislature shall pass laws establishing reasonable
ed, to intersect, cross or connect with any other railroad, andZCA T TE 8 b e T on & extorton n the rates
when such ralquads are of the S?‘me or similar gauQe tI’u:"y;)jl[]freight and passenger tari?“fs on the different railroads and other common
shall at all crossings and at all points, where a railroad shallcarriers in the state, and shall enforce such laws by adequate penalties. A
begin or terminate at or near any other railroad, form properrailroad and transportation commission may be established and its powers
connections so that the cars of any such railroad companiegnd duties fully defined by law.

may be speedily transferred from one railroad to another.

All railroad companies shall receive and transport each the 8§19 TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPA-

discrimination. managers thereof, organized for the purpose, or any individu-
al, shall have the right to construct and maintain lines of
§ 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBINATIONS telegraph and telephone within this state, and said companies

BY CARRIERS. [Repealed byAMENDMENT 67, 1977  shall receive and transmit each other’s messages without
House Joint Resolution No. 57, p 1714. Approved delay or discrimination and all of such companies are hereby
November 8, 1977.] declared to be common carriers and subject to legislative

Original text — Art. 12 § 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBI- pontrol. Railroad corporations organized or doing busm_ess
NATIONS BY CARRIERS — No railroad company, or other common iN this state S_ha” allow telegraph and_ telgphone corporations
carrier, shall combine or make any contract with the owners of any vesseland companies to construct and maintain telegraph lines on
that leaves port or makes port in this state, or with any common carrier, by and along the rights of way of such railroads and railroad
which combination or contract the earnings of one doing the carrying are companies and no railroad corporation organized or doing
to be shared by the other not doing the carrying. . L .

business in this state shall allow any telegraph corporation or

§ 15 PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINAT- company any facilities, privileges or rates for transportation

ING CHARGES. No discrimination in charges or facilities of men or material or for repairing their lines not allowed to
for transportation shall be made by any railroad or other 2! tetl)egraph dcognpanllles.l The L'ghtdOf (lamlrr:ent domain is
transportation company between places or persons, or in th&€reby extended to all telegraph and telephone companies.

facilities for the transportation of the same classes of freight he 'Iegislature shall, by ggneral Iayv of uniform qperatiqn,
or passengers within this state, or coming from or going to provide reasonable regulations to give effect to this section.

any other state. Persons and property transported over anfyminent domain: Artl § 16.

railroad, or by any other transportation company, or individ-
ual, shall be delivered at any station, landing or port, at § 20 PROHIBITION AGAINST FREE TRANS-

charges not exceeding the charges for the transportation of ORTATION FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS. - No railroad or
persons and property of the same class, in the same direc‘?,ther transportation company shall grant free passes, or sell
tion, to any more distant station, port or landing. Excursion tCKets or passes at a discount, other than as sold to the
and commutation tickets may be issued at special rates. Public generally, to any member of the legislature, or to any
person holding any public office within this state. The

§ 16 PROHIBITION AGAINST CONSOLIDAT- legislature shall pass laws to carry this provision into effect.
ING OF COMPETING LINES. No railroad corporation
shall consolidate its stock, property or franchises with any
other railroad corporation owning a competing line.

§ 21 EXPRESS COMPANIES. Railroad companies
now or hereafter organized or doing business in this state,
shall allow all express companies organized or doing

§ 17 ROLLING STOCK, PERSONALTY FOR business in this state, transportation over all Ii_nes of railroad
PURPOSE OF TAXATION. The rolling stock and other owned or operated by such railroad companies upon equal
movable property belonging to any railroad company or (€rms with any other express company, and no railroad
corporation in this state, shall be considered personalcorporation organized or doing business in this state shall
property, and shall be liable to taxation and to execution and@!!oW any express corporation or company any facilities,

sale in the same manner as the personal property of individuPrivileges or rates for transportatio_n of men or materials or
property carried by them or for doing the business of such

express companies not allowed to all express companies.
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§ 22 MONOPOLIES AND TRUSTS. Monopolies three places for which the highest number of votes shall
and trusts shall never be allowed in this state, and nohave been cast at the said first election. Said legislature
incorporated company, copartnership, or association ofshall provide further that in case there shall be no choice of
persons in this state shall directly or indirectly combine or location at said second election, the question of choice
make any contract with any other incorporated company,between the two places for which the highest number of
foreign or domestic, through their stockholders, or the votes shall have been cast, shall be submitted in like manner
trustees or assignees of such stockholders, or with anyto the qualified electors of the state at the next ensuing
copartnership or association of persons, or in any mannegeneral election: Provided, That until the seat of govern-
whatever for the purpose of fixing the price or limiting the ment shall have been permanently located as herein provid-
production or regulating the transportation of any product or ed, the temporary location thereof shall remain at the city of
commodity. The legislature shall pass laws for the enforce-Olympia.
ment of this section by adequate penalties, and in case of
incorporated companies, if necessary for that purpose, may 8 2 CHANGE OF STATE CAPITAL. When the

declare a forfeiture of their franchises. seat of government shall have been located as herein
provided, the location thereof shall not thereafter be changed
Article Xl except by a vote of two-thirds of all the qualified electors of
STATE INSTITUTIONS the state voting on that question, at a general election, at
which the question of location of the seat of government
§ 1 EDUCATIONAL, REFORMATORY, AND shall have been submitted by the legislature.

PENAL INSTITUTIONS. Educational, reformatory, and
penal institutions; those for the benefit of youth who are

blind or deaf or otherwise disabled; for persons who are § 3 RESTRICTIONS ON APPROPRIATIONS
mentally ill or developmentally disabled; and such other For cAPITOL BUILDINGS. The legislature shall make
institutions as the public good may require, shall be fostered,, appropriations or expenditures for capitol buildings or
and supported by the state, subject to such regulations agrongs, except to keep the Territorial capitol buildings and
may be provided by law. The regents, trustees, or COmmiSqunds in repair, and for making all necessary additions
sioners of all such institutions existing at the time of the {hareto until the seat of government shall have been perma-

adoption of this Constitution, and of such as shall thereafternen“y located, and the public buildings are erected at the
be established by law, shall be appointed by the governor, byi)ermanent cap;ital in pursuance of law
I .

and with the advice and consent of the senate; and upon al

Governmental continuity during emergency periods: 2r§ 42.

nominations made by the governor, the question shall be Article XV

taken by ayes and noes, and entered upon the journal. HARBORS AND TIDE WATERS

[AMENDMENT 83, 1988 House Joint Resolution No. 4231,

p 1553. Approved November 8, 1988.] § 1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION AND RE-
Original text — Art. 13 § 1 EDUCATIONAL, REFORMATORY STRAINT ON DISPOSITION. The legislature shall

AND PENAL INSTITUTIONS — Educational, reformatory and penal  provide for the appointment of a commission whose duty it
institutions; those for the benefit of blind, deaf, dumb, or otherwise defective gh|| he to locate and establish harbor lines in the navigable
youth; for the insane or idiotic; and such other institutions as the public . . .

good may require, shall be fostered and supported by the state, subject toWE"lters of all harbor_s, estuaries, bfiys and mle_ts of this state,
such regulations as may be provided by law. The regents, trustees, o'wherever such navigable waters lie within or in front of the
commissioners of all such institutions existing at the time of the adoption corporate limits of any city, or within one mile thereof on

of this Constitution, and of such as shall thereafter be established by law, gjther side. Any harbor line so located or established may

shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of, :
the senate; and upon all nominations made by the governor, the questionthereafter be Changed’ relocated or reestablished by the

shall be taken by ayes and noes, and entered upon the journal. commission pursuant to such provision as may be made
therefor by the legislature. The state shall never give, sell or

Article XIV lease to any private person, corporation, or association any

SEAT OF GOVERNMENT rights whatever in the waters beyond such harbor lines, nor

shall any of the area lying between any harbor line and the

§1 STATE CAPITAL, LOCATION OF. The |[ine of ordinary high water, and within not less than fifty
legislature shall have no power to change, or to locate thefeet nor more than two thousand feet of such harbor line (as
seat of government of this state; but the question of thethe commission shall determine) be sold or granted by the
permanent location of the seat of government of the statestate, nor its rights to control the same relinquished, but such
shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the Territory, area shall be forever reserved for landings, wharves, streets,
at the election to be held for the adoption of this Constitu- a3nd other conveniences of navigation and commerce.
tion. A majority of all the votes cast at said election, upon [AMENDMENT 15, 1931 p 417 § 1. Approved November,
said question, shall be necessary to determine the permanena? ]
location of the seat of government for the state; and no placerige jands: Art. 17.
shall ever be the seat of government which shall not receive  (iginal text—Art. 1 5 § 1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION AND
a majority of the votes cast on that matter. In case thereResTRAINT ON DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN TIDE LANDS — The
shall be no choice of location at said first election the legislature shall provide for the appointment of a commission whose duty
egsature shall t 1 s egular session ater the acopiorf b o e Syt sy st v o
of this Constitution, provide for Smemmg to the quahfIEd_ waters lie within or in'fror)llt of the corporate limits of any city or within o%e
electors of the state, at the next succeeding general electiogjle thereof on either side. The state shall never give, sell or lease to any
thereafter, the question of choice of location between theprivate person, corporation or association any rights whatever in the waters

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 64] (2004 Ed.)
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beyond such harbor lines, nor shall any of the area lying between any hundred and sixty (160) acres of any granted lands of the
e o A hona ot s oo b (s e g Sate shal be offered for sale in one parcel, and alllands
shall determine) be sold or granted by the state, nor its right to control the within the limits of any mcorporated Clt_y or within two mlle_s
same relinquished, but such area shall be forever reserved for landings, Of the boundary of any incorporated city where the valuation
wharves, streets and other conveniences of navigation and commerce.  of such land shall be found by appraisement to exceed one
hundred dollars ($100) per acre shall, before the same be
§2 LEASING AND MAINTENANCE OF sold, be platted into lots and blocks of not more than five
WHARVES, DOCKS, ETC. The legislature shall provide acres in a block, and not more than one block shall be
general laws for the leasing of the right to build and main- offered for sale in one parcel.
tain wharves, docks and other structures, upon the areas
mentioned in section one of this article, but no lease shall be 85 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT COMMON
made for any term longer than thirty years, or the legislature SCHOOL FUND. The permanent common school fund of
may provide by general laws for the building and maintain- this state may be invested as authorized by IaMJAEND-
ing upon such area wharves, docks, and other structures. MENT 44, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part
2, p 2817. Approved November 8, 1966.]
§3 EXTENSION OF STREETS OVER TIDE Amendment 1 (1894) — Art. 16 § 5 INVESTMENT OF SCHOOL
LANDS. Municipal corporations shall have the right to FUND — None of the permanent school fund of this state shall ever be

extend their streets over intervening tide lands to and acros#$paned to private persons or corporations, but it may be invested in

; ; national, state, county, municipal or school district bondgMENDMENT
the area reserved as herein provided. 1.1893'p 9 § 1. Approved November, 1894.]

Article XVI Original text — Art. 16 8 5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT
SCHOOL FUND — None of the permanent school fund shall ever be
SCHOOL AND GRANTED LANDS loaned to private persons or corporations, but it may be invested in

. national, state, county or municipal bonds.

§1 DISPOSITION OF. All the public lands granted  rnqs for support of education: Art. 9 § 3.
to the state are held in trust for all the people and none of
such lands, nor any estate or interest therein, shall ever be Article XVII
disposed of unless the full market value of the estate or TIDE LANDS
interest disposed of, to be ascertained in such manner as may
be provided by law, be paid or safely secured to the state; 8§ 1 DECLARATION OF STATE OWNERSHIP.
nor shall any lands which the state holds by grant from the The state of Washington asserts its ownership to the beds
United States (in any case in which the manner of disposaland shores of all navigable waters in the state up to and
and minimum price are so prescribed) be disposed of excepincluding the line of ordinary high tide, in waters where the
in the manner and for at least the price prescribed in thetide ebbs and flows, and up to and including the line of
grant thereof, without the consent of the United States. ordinary high water within the banks of all navigable rivers

and lakes: Provided,that this section shall not be construed

§ 2 MANNER AND TERMS OF SALE. None of so as to debar any person from asserting his claim to vested
the lands granted to the state for educational purposes shatights in the courts of the state.
be sold otherwise than at public auction to the highestHarbors and tide waters: Art. 15.
bidder, the value thereof, less the improvements shall, before
any sale, be appraised by a board of appraisersto be 82 DISCLAIMER OF CERTAIN LANDS. The
provided by law, the terms of payment also to be prescribedstate of Washington disclaims all title in and claim to all
by law, and no sale shall be valid unless the sum bid betide, swamp and overflowed lands, patented by the United
equal to the appraised value of said land. In estimating theStates: Provided,the same is not impeached for fraud.
value of such lands for disposal, the value of the improve-
ments thereon shall be excludeBrovided, That the sale of Article XVIII
all school and university land heretofore made by the STATE SEAL
commissioners of any county or the university commission-

ers when the purchase price has been paid in good faith, 81 SEAL OF THE STATE. The seal of the State
may be confirmed by the legislature. of Washington shall be, a seal encircled with the words:

"The Seal of the State of Washington," with the vignette of

§3 LIMITATIONS ON SALES. No more than General George Washington as the central figure, and
one-fourth of the land granted to the state for educationalPeneath the vignette the figures "1889."
purposes shall be sold prior to January 1, 1895, and notCustody of seal: Art3 § 18.
more than one-half prior to January 1, 190arovided,that State seal: RCW 1.20.080.
nothing herein shall be so construed as to prevent the state )
from selling the timber or stone off of any of the state lands Article XIX
in such manner and on such terms as may be prescribed by EXEMPTIONS
law: andprovided, furtherthat no sale of timber lands shall

. ' y . . 81 EXEMPTIONS — HOMESTEADS, ETC. The

be valid unless the full value of such lands is paid or securedIegislature shall protect by law from forced sale a certain

o the state. portion of the homestead and other property of all heads of

§ 4 HOW MUCH MAY BE OFFERED IN CER- families.

TAIN CASES — PLATTING OF. No more than one
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Article XX constitute the twenty-second district, and shall be entitled to
PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS one senator; the counties of Skagit and Island shall constitute
the twenty-third district, and be entitled to one senator; the

§1 BOARD OF HEALTH AND BUREAU OF county of Whatcom shall constitute the twenty-fourth district,

a state board of health and a bureau of vital statistics in

. . . . Districts and apportionment: Chapter 44.07D RCW.
connection therewith, with such powers as the legislature

may direct. §2 APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Until otherwise provided by law the representatives shall be
§ 2 REGULATIONS CONCERNING MEDICINE, divided among the several counties of the state in the

SURGERY AND PHARMACY. The legislature shall enact following manner; the county of Adams shall have one

laws to regulate the practice of medicine and surgery, andrenresentative; the county of Asotin shall have one represen-
the sale of drugs and medicines. tative; the county of Chehalis shall have two representatives;
. the county of Clarke shall have three representatives; the

Article XXI county of Clallam shall have one representative; the county

WATER AND WATER RIGHTS of Columbia shall have two representatives; the county of

§1 PUBLIC USE OF WATER. The use of the Cowlitz shall have one representative; the county of Douglas

waters of this state for irrigation, mining and manufacturing f\g‘;’/‘g rc])?\\tleergnree;?aﬁgfisgatﬂ\éeé:ézi tcoé‘f”g'acr’;;aagﬁgﬂ zgig
purposes shall be deemed a public use. p ' Yy

one representative; the county of Island shall have one
Article XXII representgtive; the county of Jefferson shz;ll have two
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT representatives; the county of King shall have eight represen-
tatives; the county of Klickitat shall have two representa-
§1 SENATORIAL APPORTIONMENT. Until tives; the county of Kittitas shall have two representatives;
otherwise provided by law, the state shall be divided into the county of Kitsap shall have one representative; the
twenty-four (24) senatorial districts, and said districts shall county of Lewis shall have two representatives; the county
be constituted and numbered as follows: The counties ofof Lincoln shall have two representatives; the county of
Stevens and Spokane shall constitute the first district, and béMason shall have one representative; the county of
entitled to one senator; the county of Spokane shall consti-Okanogan shall have one representative; the county of
tute the second district, and be entitled to three senators; th&acific shall have one representative; the county of Pierce
county of Lincoln shall constitute the third district, and be shall have six representatives; the county of San Juan shall
entitled to one senator; the counties of Okanogan, Lincoln,have one representative; the county of Skamania shall have
Adams and Franklin shall constitute the fourth district, and one representative; the county of Snohomish shall have two
be entitled to one senator; the county of Whitman shall representatives; the county of Skagit shall have two represen-
constitute the fifth district, and be entitled to three senators;tatives; the county of Spokane shall have six representatives;
the counties of Garfield and Asotin shall constitute the sixth the county of Stevens shall have one representative; the
district, and be entitled to one senator; the county of Colum-county of Thurston shall have two representatives; the
bia shall constitute the seventh district, and be entitled to onecounty of Walla Walla shall have three representatives; the
senator; the county of Walla Walla shall constitute the eighth county of Wahkiakum shall have one representative; the
district, and be entitled to two senators; the counties ofcounty of Whatcom shall have two representatives; the
Yakima and Douglas shall constitute the ninth district, and county of Whitman shall have five representatives; the
be entitled to one senator; the county of Kittitas shall county of Yakima shall have one representative.
constitute the tenth district and be entitled to one senator; thebistricts and apportionment: Chapter 44.07D RCW.
counties of Klickitat, and Skamania shall constitute the
eleventh district, and be entitled to one senator; the county Article XXIlI
of Clarke shall constitute the twelfth district, and be entitled AMENDMENTS
to one senator; the county of Cowlitz shall constitute the
thirteenth district, and be entitled to one senator; the county, 31 HOW MADE. Any amendment or amendments
of Lewis shall constitute the fourteenth district, and be O this Constitution may be proposed in either branch of the
entitled to one senator: the counties of Pacific and legislature; and if the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds
Wahkiakum shall constitute the fifteenth district, and be ©f the members elected to each of the two houses, such
entitled to one senator; the county of Thurston shall consti-ProPosed amendment or amendments shall be entered on
tute the sixteenth district, and be entitled to one senator; thdN€ir journals, with the ayes and noes thereon, and be
county of Chehalis shall constitute the seventeenth district.SuPmitted to the qualified electors of the state for their
and be entitled to one senator; the county of Pierce shal@PProval, at the next general election; and if the people
constitute the eighteenth district, and be entitled to three@PProve and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a
senators; the county of King shall constitute the nineteenthM&i0rity of the electors voting thereon, the same shall
district, and be entitled to five senators; the counties of P6come part of this Constitution, and proclamation thereof
Mason and Kitsap shall constitute the twentieth district, and Shall be made by the governoProvided, That if more than
be entitled to one senator: the counties of Jefferson, ClallanP"€ @amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in
and San Juan shall constitute the twenty-first district, and beSUch & manner that the people may vote for or against such
entitled to one senator; the county of Snohomish shall@mendments separately. The legislature shall also cause
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notice of the amendments that are to be submitted to thehe boundary line between the United States and British
people to be published at least four times during the fourpossessions at a point in the Pacific ocean equidistant
weeks next preceding the election in every legal newspapebetween Bonnilla point on Vancouver's island and Tatoosh
in the state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper to island light house, thence running in a southerly course and
publish this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting theparallel with the coast line, keeping one marine league off
outcome of the electionAMENDMENT 37, 1961 Senate shore to place of beginning; until such boundaries are
Joint Resolution No. 25, p 2753. Approved November, modified by appropriate interstate compacts duly approved
1962.] by the Congress of the United StateAMENDMENT 33,
Original text — Art. 23 § 1 HOW MADE — Any amendment or 1957 Senate Joint Resolution No. 10, p 1292. Approved
amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in either branch of theNovember 4, 1958,]
legislature; and if the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the members Original text—Art. 2 4 § 1 STATE BOUNDARIES — The bound-

elected to each of the wo houses, such proposed amendment or amenq{ries of the State of Washington shall be as follows: Beginning at a point

mnedan sha:)llmb_tet ednttert%d on tlr.‘]?'rdjolurnt""lf’ V\?tt?] thei ?yelisramd_rnoesrtherleort\m the Pacific ocean one marine league due west of and opposite the middle
a € submitted to the qualiliea electors of the state for their approval, at ¢ yhe moyth of the north ship channel of the Columbia river thence running

the next general election; and if the people approve and ratify such easterly to and up the middle channel of said river and where it is divided
amendment or amendments, by a majority of the electors voting thereon, theby islands up the middle of the widest channel thereof to where the

Eame sdhaltl) ber(‘:ome part oéth|s_ dCcC)‘n?‘Utupfon, andhproclamatlon tgereof Eha” forty-sixth parallel of north latitude crosses said river near the mouth of the
e made by the governorProvided,that if more than one amendment be  \y4jj3 walla river; thence east on said forty-sixth parallel of latitude to the
submitted, they shall be submitted in such a manner tha_t the people MY niddle of the main channel of the Shoshone or Snake river, thence follow
vote for or against such amendments separately. The legislature shall alsoy, ., e migdle of the main channel of Snake river to a point opposite the
cause the amendments that are to be submitted to the people to be publisheqly) i, of the kooskooskia or Clear Water river, thence due north to the

Lor at Ieasrt _trr:ree montr:]? ne;\(trprecnedlng therc_alect:)(IJ_nhlré fr?rme ;’lve?lilhyforty—ninth parallel of north latitude, thence west along said forty-ninth
EWSpaper, In every county where a Newspaper 1s publishe oughou eparallel of north latitude to the middle of the channel which separates

state. Vancouver's island from the continent, that is to say to a point in longitude
123 degrees, 19 minutes and 15 seconds west, thence following the

§ 2 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. When- boundary line between the United States and British possessions through the
ever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch of thechannel which separates Vancouver’s island from the continent to the
Iegislature shall deem it necessary to call a convention totermination of the boundary line between the United States and British

. d this C tituti th hall dt possessions at a point in the Pacific ocean equi distant between Bonnilla
revise or amen IS Lonstituuon, they sha recqmmen 0point on Vancouver's island and Tatoosh island light house, thence running
the _e|eCt0r3 to Vo_te at the_ next g_er_leral election, for orin a southerly course and parallel with the coast line, keeping one marine
against a convention, and if a majority of all the electors league off shore to place of beginning.
voting at said election shall have voted for a convention, the _
legislature shall at the next session, provide by law for Article XXV
calling the same; and such convention shall consist of a JURISDICTION

Elrjgpltéﬁr(;)fft?:rlgt;ie;fétzfé less than that of the most numerous §1 AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES.
' The consent of the State of Washington is hereby given to

§3 SUBMISSION TO THE PEOPLE. Any Consti- thelex.erclisgl bt.y the congress ﬁftthe United Staaets' Otf
tution adopted by such convention shall have no validity exclusive fegisiation in all cases whatsoever over such tracts

0 : or parcels of land as are now held or reserved by the govern-
until it has been submitted to and adopted by the people. ment of the United States for the purpose of erecting or
Article XXIV r_naintaining thereon forts, magaz_in.es, a_rsenals, dockya(ds,
BOUNDARIES lighthouses and other needful buildings, in accordance with
the provisions of the seventeenth paragraph of the eighth
§1 STATE BOUNDARIES. The boundaries of the section of the first article of the Constitution of the United
state of Washington shall be as follows: Beginning at a States, so long as the same shall be so held and reserved by
point in the Pacific ocean one marine league due west of andhe United States.Provided: That a sufficient description
opposite the middle of the mouth of the north ship channelby metes and bounds, and an accurate plat or map of each
of the Columbia river thence running easterly to and up thesuch tract or parcel of land be filed in the proper office of
middle channel of said river and where it is divided by record in the county in which the same is situated, together
islands up the middle of the widest channel thereof to wherewith copies of the orders, deeds, patents or other evidences
the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude crosses said river in writing of the title of the United Statesand provided,
near the mouth of the Walla Walla river; thence east on saidThat all civil process issued from the courts of this state and
forty-sixth parallel of latitude to the middle of the main such criminal process as may issue under the authority of
channel of Shoshone or Snake river, thence follow down thethis state against any person charged with crime in cases
middle of the main channel of Snake river to a point arising outside of such reservations, may be served and
opposite the mouth of the Kooskooskia or Clear Water river, executed thereon in the same mode and manner, and by the
thence due north to the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, same officers, as if the consent herein given had not been
thence west along said forty-ninth parallel of north latitude made.
to the middle of the channel which separates Vancouver's
island from the continent, that is to say to a point in longi- Article XXVI
tude 123 degrees, 19 minutes and 15 seconds west, thence =~ COMPACT WITH THE UNITED STATES
following the boundary line between the United States and

British possessions through the channel which separates __'he following ordinance shall be irrevocable without the
Vancouver's island from the continent to the termination of consent of the United States and the people of this state:

(2004 Ed.) [Vol. 0 RCW—page 67]



Article XXVI Constitution of the State of Washington

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment 8§ 3 DEBTS, FINES, ETC., TO INURE TO THE
shall be secured and that no inhabitant of this state shall eveBTATE. All debts, fines, penalties and forfeitures, which
be molested in person or property on account of his or herhave accrued, or may hereafter accrue, to the Territory of
mode of religious worship. Washington, shall inure to the State of Washington.
Second. That the people inhabiting this state do agree
and declare that they forever disclaim all right and title to 8§ 4 RECOGNIZANCES. All recognizances hereto-
the unappropriated public lands lying with the boundaries of fore taken, or which may be taken before the change from
this state, and to all lands lying within said limits owned or a territorial to a state government shall remain valid, and
held by any Indian or Indian tribes; and that until the title shall pass to, and may be prosecuted in the name of the
thereto shall have been extinguished by the United Statesstate; and all bonds executed to the Territory of Washington
the same shall be and remain subject to the disposition of theor to any county or municipal corporation, or to any officer
United States, and said Indian lands shall remain under theor court in his or its official capacity, shall pass to the state
absolute jurisdiction and control of the congress of the authorities and their successors in office, for the uses therein
United States and that the lands belonging to citizens of theexpressed, and may be sued for and recovered accordingly,
United States residing without the limits of this state shall and all the estate, real, personal and mixed, and all judg-
never be taxed at a higher rate than the lands belonging tanents decrees, bonds, specialties, choses in action, and
residents thereof; and that no taxes shall be imposed by thelaims or debts, of whatever description, belonging to the
state on lands or property therein, belonging to or which may Territory of Washington, shall inure to and vest in the State
be hereafter purchased by the United States or reserved foof Washington, and may be sued for and recovered in the
use: Provided, That nothing in this ordinance shall preclude same manner, and to the same extent, by the State of
the state from taxing as other lands are taxed any landdNashington, as the same could have been by the Territory
owned or held by any Indian who has severed his tribal of Washington.
relations, and has obtained from the United States or from
any person a title thereto by patent or other grant, save and 8 5 CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS AND PENAL
except such lands as have been or may be granted to anfxCTIONS. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions
Indian or Indians under any act of congress containing awhich may have arisen, or which may arise, before the
provision exempting the lands thus granted from taxation,change from a territorial to a state government, and which
which exemption shall continue so long and to such anshall then be pending, shall be prosecuted to judgment, and
extent as such act of congress may prescribe. execution in the name of the state. All offenses committed
Third. The debts and liabilities of the Territory of against the laws of the Territory of Washington, before the
Washington and payment of the same are hereby assumed lghange from a territorial to a state government, and which
this state. shall not be prosecuted before such change, may be prose-
Fourth. Provision shall be made for the establishment cuted in the name and by the authority of the State of
and maintenance of systems of public schools free fromWashington, with like effect as though such change had not
sectarian control which shall be open to all the children of taken place; and all penalties incurred shall remain the same

said state. as if this Constitution had not been adopted. All actions at
law and suits in equity which may be pending in any of the

Article XXVII courts of the Territory of Washington, at the time of the
SCHEDULE change from a territorial to a state government, shall be

) ) ) continued, and transferred to the court of the state having
In order that no inconvenience may arise by reason of ajyisdiction of the subject matter thereof.

change from a Territorial to a State government, it is hereby

declared and ordained as follows: §6 RETENTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS.,
All officers now holding their office under the authority of
§ 1 EXISTING RIGHTS, ACTIONS, AND CON- the United States, or of the Territory of Washington, shall

TRACTS SAVED. No existing rights, actions, suits, continue to hold and exercise their respective offices until

proceedings, contracts or claims shall be affected by aihey shall be superseded by the authority of the state.
change in the form of government, but all shall continue as

if no such change had taken place; and all process which  § 7 CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, WHEN

may have been issued under the authority of the Territory ofg| ECTED. Al officers provided for in this Constitution
Washington previous to its admission into the Union shall be jncjuding a county clerk for each county when no other time
as valid as if issued in the name of the state. is fixed for their election, shall be elected at the election to

be held for the adoption of this Constitution on the first

now in force in the Territory of Washington, which are not
repugnant to this Constitution, shall remain in force until § 8 CHANGE OF COURTS — TRANSFER OF

they expire by their own limitation, or are altered or repealed cAUSES. Whenever the judge of the superior court of any
by the legislature:Provided, That this section shall not be county, elected or appointed under the provisions of this

so construed as to validate any act of the legislature ofconstitution shall have qualified the several causes then
Washington Territory granting shore or tide lands to any pending in the district court of the territory except such

person, company or any municipal or private corporation. cayses as would have been within the exclusive jurisdiction
of the United States district court had such court existed at
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Constitution of the State of Washington Article XXVII § 8

the time of the commencement of such causes, within such  § 11 DUTIES OF FIRST LEGISLATURE. The
county, and the records, papers and proceedings of saidkgislature, at its first session, shall provide for the election
district court, and the seal and other property pertainingof all officers whose election is not provided for elsewhere
thereto, shall pass into the jurisdiction and possession of than this Constitution, and fix the time for the commencement
superior court for such county. And where the same judgeand duration of their term.

is elected for two or more counties, it shall be the duty of

the clerk of the district court having custody of such papers § 12 ELECTION CONTESTS FOR SUPERIOR

and records to transmit to the clerk of such county, or JUDGES, HOW DECIDED. In case of a contest of
counties, other than that in which such records are kept theslection between candidates, at the first general election
original papers in all cases pending in such district court andunder this Constitution, for judges of the superior courts, the
belonging to the jurisdiction of such county or counties evidence shall be taken in the manner prescribed by the
together with transcript of so much of the records of said Territorial laws, and the testimony so taken shall be certified
district court as relate to the same; and until the district to the secretary of state; and said officer, together with the
courts of the Territory shall be superseded in mannergovernor and treasurer of state, shall review the evidence
aforesaid, the said district courts and the judges thereof, shaland determine who is entitled to the certificate of election.
continue with the same jurisdiction and powers, to be

exercised in the same judicial districts respectively, as 8§ 13 REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. [Re-
heretofore constituted under the laws of the Territory. pealed by AMENDMENT 74, 1983 Substitute Senate Joint
Whenever a quorum of the judges of the supreme court ofResolution No. 103. Approved November 8, 1983.]

the state shall have been elected and qualified, the causes original text — Art. 27 § 13 REPRESENTATION IN

then pending in the supreme court of the Territory, except CONGRESS —One representative in the congress of the United States
such causes as would have been within the exclusiveiiel s Ceue fom e Ses 8 e & e aces. and in such
Jur_lsdlct|on of the United States, circuit court had such court anner, s may be préscribed by’Iaw. When a new a[?portioﬁment shall be
existed at the time of the commencement of such causes, anglade by congress, the legislature shall divide the state into congressional
the papers, records and proceedings of said court and theistricts, in accordance with such apportionment. The vote cast for
seal and other property pertaining thereto, shall pass into theéepresentative in congress, at the first election, shall be canvassed, and the
jurisdiction and possession of the supreme court of the Sta_teresult determined in the manner provided for by the laws of the Territory

. . for the canvass of the vote for delegate in congress.
and until so superseded, the supreme court of the Territory 9 g

and the judges thereof, shall continue with like powers and g 14 pPURATION OF TERM OF CERTAIN OFFI-
jurisdiction as if this Constitution had not been adopted.  cgrs. Al district, county and precinct officers, who may

be in office at the time of the adoption of this Constitution,
8§ 9 SEALS OF COURTS AND MUNICIPALITIES. ! ! ! pu ! Iut

: , . . : and the county clerk of each county elected at the first
Until otherwise provided by law, the seal now in use in the g|action, shall hold their respective offices until the second
supreme court of the Territory shall be the seal of the

h h I h . Monday of January, A. D., 1891, and until such time as their
supreme court of the state. The seals of the superior courtg,cessors may be elected and qualified, in accordance with
of the several counties of the state shall be, until otherW|sethe provisions of this Constitution; and the official bonds of
provided by law, the vignette of General George Washington,|| si,ch officers shall continue in full force and effect as

with the words: "Seal of the Superior Cout 0 _ _ _ _  hough this Constitution had not been adopted. And such
county” surrounding the vignette. The seal of municipalities, ytficers shall continue to receive the compensation now
and of all county officers of the Territory, shall be the seals provided, until the same be changed by law.

of such municipalities, and county officers respectively under

the state, until otherwise provided by law. § 15 ELECTION ON ADOPTION OF CONSTITU-

TION, HOW TO BE CONDUCTED. The election held at
8§10 PROBATE COURT, TRANSFER OF. When b6 time of the adoption of this Constitution shall be held

the state is admitted into the Union, and the superior courts;§ conducted in all respects according to the laws of the

in the respective counties organized, the books, recordsireyitory, and the votes cast at said election for all officers
papers and proceedings of the probate court in each countyyhere no other provisions are made in this Constitution),

and all causes and matters of administration pending thereing 4 for the adoption of this Constitution and the several
shall, upon the expiration of the term of office of the probate genarate articles and the location of the state capital, shall be
judges, on the second Monday in January, 1891, pass intQanyassed and returned in the several counties in the manner

the jurisdiction and possession of the superior court of the, ,ided by Territorial law, and shall be returned to the
same county created by this Constitution, and the said courgecretary of the Territory in the manner provided by the
shall proceed to final judgment or decree, order or otherg

determination in the several matters and causes, as the
territorial probate court might ha\_/e done, if th_is Constitution §16 WHEN CONSTITUTION TO TAKE EF-

had not been adopted. And until the expiration of the term pecT - The provisions of this Constitution shall be in force
of office of the probate judges, such probate judges shalliom the day on which the president of the United States
perform the duties now imposed upon them by the laws of 5| jssue his proclamation declaring the State of Washing-
the Territory. The superior courts shall have appellate andyon agmitted into the Union, and the terms of all officers
revisory jurisdiction over the decisions of the probate courts, qjacted at the first election under the provisions of this

ﬁ‘;i?;‘i’énpm\’ided by law, until such latter courts expire by congtitution shall commence on the Monday next succeeding

nabling Act.
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Article XXVII § 16

the issue of said proclamation, unless otherwise provided

herein.

§ 17 SEPARATE ARTICLES. The following

Constitution of the State of Washington

Any change of salary shall be filed with the secretary of
state and shall become law ninety days thereafter without
action of the legislature or governor, but shall be subject to
referendum petition by the people, filed within the

separate articles shall be submitted to the people for adoptiominety-day period. Referendum measures under this section

or rejection at the election for the adoption of this Constitu-
tion:
SEPARATE ARTICLE, NO. 1
"All persons male and female of the age of twenty-one
years or over, possessing the other qualifications, provide
by this Constitution, shall be entitled to vote at all elections."
SEPARATE ARTICLE, NO. 2

"It shall not be lawful for any individual, company or
corporation, within the limits of this state, to manufacture, or

cause to be manufactured, or to sell, or offer for sale, or in

any manner dispose of any alcoholic, malt or spirituous
liquors, except for medicinal, sacramental or scientific
purposes."

If a majority of the ballots cast at said election on said

shall be submitted to the people at the next following general
election, and shall be otherwise governed by the provisions
of this Constitution generally applicable to referendum
measures. The salaries fixed pursuant to this section shall
upersede any other provision for the salaries of members of
he legislature, elected officials of the executive branch of
state government, and judges of the state’s supreme court,
court of appeals, superior courts, and district courts. The
salaries for such officials in effect on January 12, 1987, shall
remain in effect until changed pursuant to this section.
After the initial adoption of a law by the legislature
creating the independent commission, no amendment to such
act which alters the composition of the commission shall be
valid unless the amendment is enacted by a favorable vote
of two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the

separate articles be in favor of the adoption of either of saidlegislature and is subject to referendum petition.

separate articles, then such separate article so receiving
majority shall become a part of this Constitution and shall
govern and control any provision of the Constitution in
conflict therewith.

§ 18 BALLOT. The form of ballot to be used in
voting for or against this Constitution, or for or against the

a The provisions of section 14 of Article IV, sections 14,
16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22 of Article IIl, and section 23 of
Article II, insofar as they are inconsistent herewith, are
hereby superseded. The provisions of section 1 of Article I
relating to referendum procedures, insofar as they are
inconsistent herewith, are hereby superseded with regard to
the salaries governed by this sectioAMENDMENT 78,

separate articles, or for the permanent location of the seat ot 986 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 49, p 1529.

government, shall be:

1. Forthe Constituto
Against the Constitutio .~~~
2. For Woman Suffrage Artiel _
Against Woman Suffrage Artiel _
3.  For Prohibition Artice
Against Prohibition Artict
4.  For the Permanent Location of the Seat of

Government (Name of place voted Yor _ _
The result of the election was against both woman suffrage and prohibition.

§ 19 APPROPRIATION. The legislature is hereby

authorized to appropriate from the state treasury sufficient
money to pay any of the expenses of this convention not

provided for by the Enabling Act of Congress.

Article XXVIII
COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFICERS

81 SALARIES FOR LEGISLATURE, ELECTED
STATE OFFICIALS, AND JUDGES — INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION — REFERENDUM. Salaries for members

Approved November 4, 1986.]
Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 § 1.

Amendment 20 (1948) — Art. B 8§ 1 COMPENSATION OF
STATE OFFICERS — All elected state officials shall each severally
receive such compensation as the legislature may direct. The compensation
of any state officer shall not be increased or diminished during his term of
office, except that the legislature, at its thirty-first regular session, may
increase or diminish the compensation of all state officers whose terms exist
on the Thursday after the second Monday in January, 1949.

The provisions of sections 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22 of Article IlI
and section 23 of Atrticle Il in so far as they are inconsistent herewith, are
hereby repealedAMENDMENT 20, 1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 4,

p 1371. Approved November 2, 1948.]

Article XXIX

INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC PENSION AND
RETIREMENT FUNDS

§ 1 MAY BE INVESTED AS AUTHORIZED BY
LAW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5, and 7
of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XII or any other
section or article of the Constitution of the state of
Washington, the moneys of any public pension or retirement
fund, industrial insurance trust fund, or fund held in trust for

of the legislature, elected officials of the exe,cutive branch of the penefit of persons with developmental disabilities may be
state government, and judges of the state’s supreme couri,yested as authorized by law AYMENDMENT 93, 2000

court of appeals, superior courts, and district courts shall begenate Joint Resolution No. 8214, p 1919. Approved
fixed by an independent commission created and directed by oyember 7, 2000.]

law to that purpose. No state official, public employee, or

Amendment 75 (1985) — Art. D § 1 MAY BE INVESTED AS

person required by law to register with a state agency as a\yTHORIZED BY LAW —  Notwithstanding the provisions of sections

lobbyist, or immediate family member of the official,

employee, or lobbyist, may be a member of that commission.

As used in this section the phrase "immediate family
has the meaning that is defined by law.

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 70]

5, and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XII or any other section or
article of the Constitution of the state of Washington, the moneys of any
public pension or retirement fund or industrial insurance trust fund may be
invested as authorized by lajAMENDMENT 75, 1985 House Joint
Resolution No. 12, p 2398. Approved November 5, 1985.]
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Constitution of the State of Washington Article XXIX § 1

Amendment 49 (1968) — Art. D § 1 MAY BE INVESTED AS (b) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse
AUTHORIZED BY LAW — Notwithstanding the provisions of sections  rayenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall not

5, and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XII or any other section or
article of the Constitution of the state of Washington, the moneys of any be payable from or secured by any tax funds or governmen-

public pension or retirement fund may be invested as authorized by law.tal revenue or by all or part of the faith and credit of the
[AMENDMENT 49, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5; see 1969 p 2975. state or any unit of local government.

Approved November 5, 1968 ] (c) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse
) revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section may be
Article XXX issued only if the issuer certifies that it reasonably believes
COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC OFFICERS that the interest paid on the bonds or obligations will be
§1 AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION IN- exempt from income taxation by the federal government.
CREASE DURING TERM. The compensation of all (d) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse

elective and appointive state, county, and municipal officers'evenue obligations may only be used to finance industrial

who do not fix their own compensation, including judges of develop_rplfnt E)r?jects ast,_ defin.?.d in tlegislation.t district
courts of record and the justice courts may be increased (e) € state, counties, cities, towns, port districts, or
during their terms of office to the end that such officers and PUPlic corporations established thereby, shall never exercise
judges shall each severally receive compensation for theif'€il réspective attributes of sovereignty, including but not
services in accordance with the law in effect at the time theIMited t0, the power to tax, the power of eminent domain,
services are being rendered. and the police power on behalf of any industrial develop-
The provisions of section 25 of Article 1l (Amendment men'&?troj?[ﬁt a.Ut.?o{'Z%d ptL_Jrsua]rc]t t? th|sbsetﬁt|oln. islat
35), section 25 of Article Il (Amendment 31), section 13 of ter the initial adoption ot a faw by the legisiature
Article IV, section 8 of Article XI, and section 1 of Article 2uthorizing the issuance of nonrecourse revenue bonds or
XXVII (Amendment 20) insofar as they are inconsistent other nonrecourse revenue Ob.l'g"."t'ons'. no ame”dmem to
herewith are hereby repealedANIENDMENT 54, 1967 such act which expands the definition of industrial develop-

; : . ment project shall be valid unless the amendment is enacted
Hg\l'/l:ﬁ]ggll’n éngg{lau.iuon No. 13; see 1969 p 2976. Approvedby a favorable vote of three-fifths of the members elected to

4 each house of the legislature and is subject to referendum
Reviser's note: (1) Amendment 49 (1967 SJR No. 5) and Amend- titi 9 J
ment 54 (1967 HIR No. 13) each added a new Article XXIX to the petuon.

Constitution. Amendment 49 is carried herein as Article XXIX while Sections 5 and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article
Amendment 54 has been herein redesignated as Article XXX. Xl shall not be construed as a limitation upon the authority
(2) The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. granted by this section. The proceeds of revenue bonds and
) other revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section for
Article XXXI the purpose of financing privately owned property or loans
SEX EQUALITY — RIGHTS AND to private persons or corporations shall be subject to audit by
RESPONSIBILITIES the state but shall not otherwise be deemed to be public

money or public property for purposes of this Constitution.
§1 EQUALITY NOT DENIED BECAUSE OF This section is supplemental to and shall not be construed as
SEX. Equality of rights and responsibility under the law 5 repeal of or limitation on any other authority lawfully

shall not be denied or abridged on account of sex. exercisable under the Constitution and laws of this state,
including, among others, any existing authority to issue
§ 2 ENFORCEMENT POWER OF LEGISLA- revenue bonds AMENDMENT 73, 1981 Substitute House

TURE. The legislature shall have the power to enforce, by joint Resolution No. 7, p 1794. Approved November 3
appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 19g1 ] ’ ’

[AMENDMENT 61, 1972 House Joint Resolution No. 61,
p 526. Approved November, 1972.]

The name of this Article and the captions have been supplied by the reviser.

The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser.

CERTIFICATE

Article XXXII . .
SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING We, the undersigned, members of the convention to

form a Constitution for the State of Washington; which is to
81 SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING. The be submitted to the people for their adoption or rejection, do
legislature may enact laws authorizing the state, countieshereby declare this to be the Constitution formed by us, and
cities, towns, port districts, or public corporations establishedin testimony thereof, do hereunto set our hands, this
thereby to issue nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrawenty-second day of Augugtnno Domini,one thousand
course revenue obligations and to apply the proceeds thereadight hundred and eighty-nine.

in the manner and for the purposes heretofore or hereaftefonn p. Hoyt, Edward Eldridge
authorized by law, subject to the following limitations: President George H. Stevenson
(a) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse. J. Browne Louis Sohns
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall b&': G- Blalock A. A. Lindsley
. ohn F. Gowey J. J. Weisenburger
payable only from money or other property received as agank M. Dallam P C. sullivan
result of projects financed by the nonrecourse revenue bondSames z. Moore R. S. More
or other nonrecourse revenue obligations and from money(E;- H. Sugivan TJhOJm$S T. Minor
i i eorge lurner . J. lTravis
and other property received from private sources. Ausﬁg Mires Arold 3. West
M. M. Godman Charles T. Fay
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Gwin Hicks

Wm. F. Prosser
C. H. Warner

J. P. T. McCroskey
S. G. Cosgrove
Thos. Hayton
Charles P. Coey
Robert F. Sturdevant
John A. Shoudy
Allen Weir

W. B. Gray
Trusten P. Dyer
Geo. H. Jones
B. L. Sharpstein
H. M. Lillis
James A. Burk
John McReavy
R. O. Dunbar
Morgan Morgans
Jas. Power

B. B. Glascock
O. A. Bowen
Sam’l H. Berry
D. J. Crowley

J. T. McDonald
John M. Reed

Constitution of the State of Washington

George W. Tibbetts
H. W. Fairweather
Thomas C. Griffitts
J. F. Van Name
Albert Schooley
H. C. Willison
T. M. Reed
S. H. Manly
Richard Jeffs
Francis Henry
George Comegys
Oliver H. Joy
David E. Durie
D. Buchanan
John R. Kinnear
Sylvious A. Dickey
Henry Winsor
Theodore L. Stiles
Harrison Clothier
Matt. J. McElroy
J. T. Eshelman
Robert Jamieson
Hiram E. Allen
H. F. Suksdorf
J. C. Kellogg
J. A. Hungate

Attest: IJNO. I. BOOGE, Chief Clerk.

26

27

28

29
30

31
32
33
34

35
36

37

The above names are not in the order in which subscribed to the38

Constitution.

(B) Constitutional Amendments
(In Order of Adoption)

1 Art.168 5
2 Art. 68 1
3 Art. 78 2
4 Art. 1811
5 Art. 681
6 Art. 3810
7 Art. 28 1
8 Art. 18833,34
9 Art. 1816
10 Art. 1822
11 Art. 88 4
12 Art. 118 5
13 Art. 2815
14 Art. 78 1
15 Art. 158 1
16 Art. 12811
17 Art. 78 2
18 Art. 2 840
19 Art. 78 3
20 Art.288 1
21 Art. 118 4
22 Art. 118 7
23 Art. 11 § 16
24  Art. 2833
25 Art. 483(a)
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Investment of school fund.
Qualifications of voters.

(original) Taxation—Uniformity
and equality—Exemption.
Religious freedom.

Quialifications of electors.
Vacancy in office of governor.
Legislative powers, where vested.
Recall of elective officers.
Eminent domain.

Rights of the accused.

Moneys disbursed only by
appropriation.

County government.

Vacancies in legislature.

Taxation (and repealing Art. 7 88
1-4)

Harbor line commission and
restraint on disposition.
Stockholder liability.

Forty mill limit.

Highway funds.

Taxation of federal agencies and
property.

Compensation of state officers.
County government and township
organization.

Tenure of office limited to two
terms. (Repealed.)

Combined city and county.

Alien ownership.

Retirement of supreme court and
superior court judges.

39
40
41
42

43
44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51
52

53

54

55

57

58

60

Art. 28§41
Art. 88 6
Art. 48 6
Art. 4810
Art. 2 8§ 33
Art. 28 1(a)
Art. 3825
Art. 2815
Art. 248 1
Art. 1811
Art. 2825
Art. 28 1
Art. 238 1
Art. 4 8 2(a)
Art. 2 § 42
Art. 11 § 10
Art. 4 8§ 29
Art. 98 3
Art. 16 8 5
Art. 88 8
Art. 6 § 1A
Art. 7 810
Art. 88 3
Art. 298 1
Art. 4 8 30
Art. 88 9
Art. 2815
Art. 118 6
Art. 7811
Art. 308 1
Art. 78 2
Art. 2824
Art. 11 88 5,8
Art. 11 § 16
Art. 78 2
Art. 8 881,3

Laws, effective date. Initiative,
referendum—Amendment or
repeal.

Limitations upon municipal
indebtedness.

Jurisdiction of superior courts.

Justices of the peace.

Alien ownership.

Initiative and referendum,
signatures required.

Qualifications, compensation,
offices which may be abolished.

Vacancies in legislature and in
partisan county elective office.

State boundaries.

Religious freedom.

Extra compensation prohibited.

Legislative powers, where vested
(publicity of laws referred to the
people).

(Amendments to Constitution) How
made.

Temporary performance of judicial
duties.

Governmental continuity during
emergency periods.

Incorporation of municipalities.

Election of superior court judges.

(Repeals Art2 § 33 and
Amendments 24 and 29.)

(Schools) Funds for support.

Investment of permanent common
school fund.

Port expenditures—Industrial
development—Promotion.

Voter qualifications for presidential
elections.

Retired persons property tax
exemption.

Special indebtedness, how
authorized.

(Investments of public pension and
retirement funds.) May be
invested as authorized by law.

Court of appeals.

State building authority.

Vacancies in legislature and in
partisan county elective office.

Vacancies in township, precinct or
road district offices.

Taxation based on actual use.

(Compensation of public officers.)
Authorizing compensation
increase during term.

Limitation on levies.

Lotteries and divorce.

County government. Salaries and
limitations affecting.

Combined city-county.

Limitation on levies.

State debt. Special indebtedness,
how authorized.

(2004 Ed.)



61 Art
62  Art.
63 Art.
64  Art.
65  Art.

Art.
66  Art.
67  Art.
68  Art.
69 Art.
70  Art.
71  Art
72  Art.

Art.
73  Art.
74  Art.

Art.

Art.
75 Art
76  Art.
77  Art.
78 Art
79  Art.
80 Art.
81 Art.
82 Art.
83 Art.

Art.
84  Art.
85 Art.
86  Art.
87  Art.
88 Art.
89 Art.
90 Art.
91 Art.
92 Art.
93 Art.
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318812
3§12
68§ 1
78§ 2
48 6
4§10
12§18
12§14
2§12
2§13
8 § 10
4§31
2§ 1
2 § 1(a)
32§ 1
2§ 3
2§43
27§13
29§ 1
8§11
4§31
28§ 1
78 2
48 7
78 1
8 § 10
6§ 3
13§ 1
1§35
4§31
8§10
48 6
1811
48§ 3
78 2
8§10
8§ 1
29§ 1

Constitutional Amendments

Equality not denied because of sex. 94

Enforcement power of legislature.
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officials, and judges—Independent
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tempore.
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institutions.

Victims of crimes—Rights.
Commission on judicial conduct.
Energy and water conservation
assistance.

Jurisdiction of superior courts.
Religious freedom.

Election and terms of supreme
court judges.

Limitation on levies.

Energy, water, or stormwater or
sewer services conservation
assistance.

State debt.

May be invested as authorized by
law.

Art. 48 7 Exchange of judges—Judge pro
tempore.
95 Art. 78 2 Limitation on levies.
96 Art. 2815 Vacancies in legislature and in
partisan county elective office.
AMENDMENT 1
Art. 16 8 5 INVESTMENT OF SCHOOL FUND.

None of the permanent school fund of this state shall ever be
loaned to private persons or corporations, but it may be
invested in national, state, county, municipal or school

district bonds. [189 p 9 § 1. Adopted November, 1894.]

Art. 16 8 5 was later amended by Amendment 44.
AMENDMENT 2

Art. 6 8 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. All
male persons of the age of twenty-one years or over,
possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled to
vote at all elections: They shall be citizens of the United
States; they shall have lived in the state one year, and in the
county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or precinct
thirty days immediately preceding the election at which they
offer to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the
English language:Provided, That Indians not taxed shall
never be allowed the elective franchisé&nd further
provided, That this amendment shall not effect [affect] the
right of franchise of any person who is now a qualified
elector of this state. The legislature shall enact laws
defining the manner of ascertaining the qualifications of
voters as to their ability to read and speak the English
language, and providing for punishment of persons voting or
registering in violation of the provisions of this section.
[1895 p 60 § 1. Approved November, 1896.]

Art. 6 § 1 waslater amended by Amendment 5.
AMENDMENT 3

Art. 7 8 2 was amended by adding the following
proviso: "And provided further;That the legislature shall
have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt personal
property to the amount of three hundred dollars ($300) for
each head of a family liable to assessment and taxation
under the provisions of the laws of this state of which the
individual is the actual andona fideowner." [1899 p 121
8 1. Approved November, 1900.]

Original Art. 7 § 2 andAmendment 3 were stricken by Amendment
14.

AMENDMENT 4

Art. 1811 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment,
belief and worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual,
and no one shall be molested or disturbed in person or
property on account of religion; but the liberty of conscience
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state. No public money or property shall
be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship,
exercise or instruction, or the support of any religious
establishment.Provided, howevelThat this article shall not
be so construed as to forbid the employment by the state of
a chaplain for the state penitentiary, and for such of the state
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AMENDMENT 4 Constitution of the State of Washington

reformatories as in the discretion of the legislature may seenof any officer named above to qualify, and if the necessity
justified. No religious qualification shall be required for any shall arise by reason thereof, then in that event in order to
public office or employment, nor shall any person be fill the vacancy in the office of governor, the following state
incompetent as a witness or juror, in consequence of hisofficers shall succeed to the duties of governor in the order
opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any named, viz.: Treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superinten-
court of justice touching his religious belief to affect the dent of public instruction and commissioner of public lands.
weight of his testimony. [1903 p 283 § 1. Approved Any person succeeding to the office of governor as in this

November, 1904.] section provided, shall perform the duties of such office only
Art. 1 § 11 waslater amended by Amendments 34 and 88. until the disability be removed, or a governor be elected and
gualified; and if a vacancy occur more than thirty days

AMENDMENT 5 before the next general election occurring within two years

after the commencement of the term, a person shall be

. : P elected at such election to fill the office of governor for the

?r:es?ct):ltllc?v?/;g,nteo(tl))e iﬂ%\fvvrv]oagzéggﬁomenrgr}%';" lieu thereof remaldnder of tBe unexpired term. [1909 p 642 § 1. Ap-
Art. 6 § 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. All  Proved November, 1910 ]

person of the age of twenty-one years or over, possessing the AMENDMENT 7
following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all
elections: They shall be citizens of the United States; they Article 2 was amended by striking all of sections 1 and
shall have lived in the state one year, and in the county31, and inserting in lieu thereof as section 1 the following,
ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or precinct thirty so that the same shall read as follows:
days immediately preceding the election at which they offer Art. 2 8 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE VEST-
to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the EnglishED. The legislative authority of the state of Washington
language: Provided, That Indians not taxed shall never be shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and
allowed the elective franchiseAnd further providedThat house of representatives, which shall be called the legislature
this amendment shall not affect the rights of franchise of anyof the state of Washington, but the people reserve to
person who is now a qualified elector of this state. The themselves the power to propose bills, laws, and to enact or
legislative authority shall enact laws defining the manner of reject the same at the polls, independent of the legislature,
ascertaining the qualifications of voters as to their ability to and also reserve power, at their own option, to approve or
read and speak the English language, and providing forreject at the polls any act, item, section or part of any bill,
punishment of persons voting or registering in violation of act or law passed by the legislature.
the provision of this section. There shall be no denial of the (a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is
elective franchise at any election on account of sex. [1909the initiative. Ten per centum, but in no case more than fifty

Article 6 was amended by striking from said article all

p 26 8 1. Approved November, 1910.] thousand, of the legal voters shall be required to propose
Prior amendment of Art. 6, see Amendment 2. any measure by such petitioand every such petition shall

Art. 6. § 1 was later amended by Amendment 63. include the full text of the measure so proposed. Initiative

petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state not less

AMENDMENT 6 than four months before the election at which they are to be

voted upon, or not less than ten days before any regular

NOR. In case of the removal, resignation, death or disability tsf:eessg(l)gc?ifot: Z{e\,%'ﬁi'?ﬁ,”{ﬁ'e;fﬂidtgtgzaféfggrurggﬂthﬁg esfk?;?l

?g trI‘.e gtoverr;or, the du.t|esdo_f the ofﬁc;e shall devqlvg I#??R submit the same to the vote of the people at the said
€ lieutenant governor, and In case ot a vacancy In both &, o iop - |t such petitions are filed not less than ten days

offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the duties of thebefore any regular session of the legislature, he shall

governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state. Intransmit the same to the legislature as soon as it convenes

ageg'ﬁ]rz):oatshig?;ﬁ;;g&gﬁiﬂ%gttg;hﬁ ?ﬁécﬁjggsgﬁt'eihgﬁland organizes. Such initiative measure shall take precedence
9 y Y over all other measures in the legislature except appropria-

arise, in order to fill the vacancy in the office of governor, tion bills and shall be either enacted or rejected without

tho?/écr)#gyv;%% sitr?tt%eoglr%%rrsnzrr]‘r?g dsfl?g?egr(ta%é:?e?u;fcisitgr change or amendment by the legislature before the end of
gtt | intend t’ : N blic inst ,t' d’such regular session. If any such initiative measure shall be
attorney general, superintendent of public INSIUCLion andg o a4 py the legislature it shall be subject to the referen-
commissioner of public lands. In case of the death, dlsabl|l-dum petition, or it may be enacted and referred by the
ty, failure or refusal of the person regularly elected to the o iqi21 ive to the people for approval or rejection at the next
office of governor to quality at the time provided by law, the '\ o2 “election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken
duties of the office shall devolve upon the person regularly, o % by ‘the legislature before the end of such regular
Svlﬁgtggatﬁ :gtdaguacl:\f/lsrdn;c;rlma ?:écgig;g;ﬁ;“?:?;%%‘\’;gloé’r session, the secretary of state shall submit it to the people
g ) ) y -7 for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular general
a governor be elected; and in case of the death,_ d'sab'“ty’election. The legislature may reject any measure so pro-
failure or refusal of bqth the governor and the lieutenant posed by initiative petition and propose a different one
governor elect to qualify, the duties of the governor shall dealing with the same subject, and in such event both
ﬁﬁ;oé\f’esSgggsé?gnsﬁ)c{ﬁza%f?gesfgg’ (in?e'sno"’;ddc')t\'/%rr‘ntgrtggmeasures shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the
) 2> \ 19 people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular
hereinabove indicated, if there shall be the failure or refusalgeneral election. When conflicting measures are submitted

Art. 38 10 VACANCY IN OFFICE OF GOVER-
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Constitutional Amendments AMENDMENT 7

to the people the ballots shall be so printed that a voter caradditional legislation shall especially provide therefor. This
express separately by making one cross (X) for each, twosection is self-executing, but legislation may be enacted
preferences, first, as between either measure and neither, arebpecially to facilitate its operation.

secondly, as between one and the other. If the majority of The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all
those voting on the first issue is for neither, both fail, but in laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the constitution
that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless beferred to the people with arguments for and against the
carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on laws and amendments so referred, so that each voter of the
the first issue is for either, then the measure receiving astate shall receive the publication at least fifty days before
majority of the votes on the second issue shall be law. the election at which they are to be voted updi911 p
Portion of subdivision (a) is superseded by Amendment 30. 136 § 1. Approved November, 1912 ]

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the  Last paragraph is superseded by Amendment 36.
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any act,  Art. 2 § 1 waslater amended by Amendment 72.
bill, law, or any part thereof passed by thg Ieglslgture, except AMENDMENT 8
such laws as may be necessary for the immediate preserva-
tion of the public peace, health or safety, support of the state  Article 1 was amended by adding the two following
government and its existing public institutions, either by sections:
petition signed by the required percentage of the legal voters,  Art. 1 § 33 RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS.
or by the legislature as other bills are enact8tk per  Every elective public officer in the state of Washington
centum, but in no case more than thirty thousand, of theexpect [except] judges of courts of record is subject to recall
legal voters shall be required to sign and make a valid and discharge by the legal voters of the state, or of the
referendum petition. political subdivision of the state, from which he was elected
Portion of subdivision (b) is superseded by Amendment 30. whenever a petition demanding his recall, reciting that such

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take officer has committed some act or acts of malfeasance or
effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the sessionmisfeasance while in office, or who has violated his oath of
at which it was enacted. No act, law, or bill approved by a office, stating the matters complained of, signed by the
majority of the electors voting thereon shall be amended orpercentages of the qualified electors thereof, hereinafter
repealed by the legislature within a period of two years Provided, the percentage required to be computed from the
following such enactment. But such enactment may betotal number of votes cast for all candidates for his said
amended or repealed at any general regular or special Office to which he was elected at the preceding election, is
election by direct vote of the people thereon. filed with the officer with whom a petition for nomination,
Subdivision (c) is superseded by Amendment 26. orcti:ertn;:calte for Pohmlnatlon, '[OdSL;1Ch office rfr]lust b?] f;lled !
. " : under the laws of this state, and the same officer shall ca
(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or a special election as provided by the general election laws of

more items, sections or parts of any act, law or bill shall not _, : . . :
delay the remainder of the measure from becoming opera—th's state, and the result determined as therein provided.

tive. Referendum petitions against measures passed by the :
legislature shall be filed with the secretary of state not later Art. 1§ 34 SAME. The legislature shall pass the

han inty days afe h fnal sjounment ofhe session o CES527Y [ 1,71y 0UL 1 Prowions o secton
the legislature which passed the measure on which the nd effect without delay:Provided,That the authority

referendum is demanded. The veto power of the governora .
shall not extend to measures initiated by or referred to theheery conferred upon the legislature shall not be construed

. o grantto the legislature any exclusive power of
people. All elections on measures referred to th_e people Of} Wg-Jmaking nor in a?\y way limit th)(/a initiative anorl)referen-
the state shall be had at the biennial regular elections, excepgl

when the legislature shall order a special election. Any um powers reserved by the people. The percentages

messure iated by he peopl o efered o he people 1TSS S b Sate ffers oter an e senlor
herein provided shall take effect and become the law if it is schoolpdistrict boar’ds )i/n cities of the first class: county’
approved by a majority of the votes cast theredhrovided, . . . o>

That the vote cast upon such question or measure shall equ%\‘;‘lcers of counties of the first, second and third classes,

one-third of the total votes cast at such election and not enty-five per cent. Officers of all other political subdivi-

chenuise.”Such measure Shal b i operaton on and o =, WS, WSS, Bieonel 27 shoo) s
the thirtieth day after the election at which it is approved. ' P '

The style of all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: thirty-five per cent. [1911 p 504 § 1. Approved November,

"Be it enacted by the people of the State of Washington." 1912

This section shall not be construed to deprive any member AMENDMENT 9

of the legislature of the right to introduce any measLifbe

whole number of electors who voted for governor at the Art. 1 8§ 16 EMINENT DOMAIN. Private property
regular gubernatorial election last preceding the filing of shall not be taken for private use, except for private ways of
any petition for the initiative or for the referendum shall be necessity, and for drains, flumes, or ditches on or across the
the basis on which the number of legal voters necessary tdands of others for agricultural, domestic, or sanitary purpos-
sign such petition shall be countedll such petitions shall  es. No private property shall be taken or damaged for public
be filed with the secretary of state, who shall be guided by or private use without just compensation having been first
the general laws in submitting the same to the people untiimade, or paid into court for the owner, and no right-of-way
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AMENDMENT 9 Constitution of the State of Washington

shall be appropriated to the use of any corporation other tharprescribe their duties, and fix their terms of officBrovid-
municipal until full compensation therefor be first made in ed, That the legislature may, by general laws, classify the
money, or ascertained and paid into court for the owner,counties by population and provide for the election in certain
irrespective of any benefit from any improvement proposed classes of counties certain officers who shall exercise the
by such corporation, which compensation shall be ascer-powers and perform the duties of two or more officers. It
tained by a jury, unless a jury be waived, as in other civil shall regulate the compensation of all such officers, in
cases in courts of record, in the manner prescribed by lawproportion to their duties, and for that purpose may classify
Whenever an attempt is made to take private property for athe counties by population. And it shall provide for the
use alleged to be public, the question whether the contemstrict accountability of such officers for all fees which may
plated use be really public shall be a judicial question, andbe collected by them and for all public moneys which may
determined as such, without regard to any legislative be paid to them, or officially come into their possession.
assertion that the use is publi®rovided,that the taking of  [1923 p 255 § 1. Approved November, 1924.]

private property by the state for land reclamation and Art. 11 § 5 was later amended by Amendment 57.

settlement purposes is hereby declared to be for public use.

[1919 p 385 § 1. Approved November, 1920.] AMENDMENT 13

AMENDMENT 10 Art. 2§15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE. Such
vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature

Art. 1822 RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. In shall be filled by appointment by the board of county
criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right tocommissioners of the county in which the vacancy occurs,
appear and defend in person, or by counsel, to demand thand the person so appointed shall hold office until his
nature and cause of the accusation against him, to have guccessor is elected at the next general election, and shall
copy thereof, to testify in his own behalf, to meet the have qualified: Provided, That in case of a vacancy occur-
witnesses against him face to face, to have compulsoryring in the office of joint senator, the vacancy shall be filled
process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his owrby appointment by the joint action of the boards of county
behalf, to have a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of commissioners of the counties composing the joint senatorial
the county in which the offense is charged to have beendistrict. [1929 p 690. Approved November, 1930.]

committed and the right to apPea| in all C35$F0Videda _ Art. 2 § 15 waslater amended by Amendments 32, 52, and 96.
The route traversed by any railway coach, train or public
conveyance, and the water traversed by any boat shall be AMENDMENT 14

criminal districts; and the jurisdiction of all public offenses

committed on any such railway car, coach, train, boat or
other public conveyance, or at any station or depot upon . i
such route, shall be in any county through which the said known as section 1.

: : Art. 7 8 1 TAXATION. The power of taxation shall
car, coach, train, boat or other public conveyance may pass
during the trip or voyage, or in which the trip or voyage hever be suspended, surrendered or contracted away. All

. : . X hall niform n th me cl f propert
may begin or terminate. In no instance shall any accused2Xes sha be uniform upon the same class of property

person before final judgment be compelled to advanceW'thm the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax

: . nd shall be levied and collected for public purposes only.
money or fees to secure the rights herein guaranteed. [192 " " . ;
p 79 § 1. Approved November, 1922 he word "property" as used herein shall mean and include

everything, whether tangible or intangible, subject to
AMENDMENT 11 ownership. All real estate shall constitute one class:
Provided, That the legislature may tax mines and mineral
Art. 884 MONEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY  resources and lands devoted to reforestation by either a yield
APPROPRIATIONS. No moneys shall ever be paid out of tax or an ad valorem tax at such rate as it may fix, or by
the treasury of this state, or any of its funds, or any of the both. Such property as the legislature may by general laws
funds under its management, except in pursuance of amprovide shall be exempt from taxation. Property of the
appropriation by law; nor unless such payment be madeUnited States and of the state, counties, school districts and
within one calendar month after the end of the next ensuingother municipal corporations, and credits secured by property
fiscal biennium, and every such law making a new appropri- actually taxed in this state, not exceeding in value the value
ation, or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall of such property, shall be exempt from taxation. The
distinctly specify the sum appropriated, and the object to |egislature shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to
which it is to be applied, and it shall not be sufficient for exempt personal property to the amount of three hundred
such law to refer to any other law to fix such sum. [1921 p ($300.00) dollars for each head of a family liable to

Article 7 is amended by striking out all of sections 1, 2,
3 and 4, and inserting in lieu thereof the following, to be

80 8 1. Approved November, 1922.] assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws of
this state of which the individual is the actual bona fide
AMENDMENT 12 owner. [1929 p 499 § 1. Approved November, 1930.]
Art. 11 8 5 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The legisla- Amendment 17 added a new § 2.
ture, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for the Amendment 19 added a new § 3.
election in the several counties of boards of county commis-  Art. 7 § 1 waslater amended by Amendment 81.

sioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting
attorneys and other county, township or precinct and district
officers, as public convenience may require, and shall
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Constitutional Amendments AMENDMENT 15

AMENDMENT 15 That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now
Art. 158 1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION AND provided by law by or for any port or public utility district.

RESTRAINT ON DISPOSITION. The legislature shall The term "taxing district" for the purposes of this section

provide for the appointment of a commission whose duty it shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation,
shall be to locate and establish harbor lines in the navigablqdé\sl;r'cé’roga(ygﬁg\%g\ée]fgmteng 33% r;g;r/nattgt)?g:zoend pt;)(l){l)aev;/t;o

waters of all harbors, estuaries, bays and inlets of this Statebth th " blic utility district. Such ;
wherever such navigable waters lie within or in front of the er than a port or public utility district. - such aggregate
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in

corporate limits of any city, or within one mile thereof on conformity therewith may be exceeded only

either side. Any harbor line so located or established may () By any taxing district when specifically authorized

thereafter be changed, relocated or reestablished by the T X
commission pursuant to such provision as may be made>° to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors

therefor by the legislature. The state shall never give, sell orth€"€0f voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax

lease to any private person, corporation, or association amalul;}mltted not more than twelve months prior to the date on
rights whatever in the waters beyond such harbor lines, nor'/hich the proposed levy is to be made and not oftener than
shall any of the area lying between any harbor line and thetwice in such twelve month _penod, e|ther_at a_sp_eC|aI
line of ordinary high water, and within not less than fifty elept|on or at the regular election of such taxing district, at
feet nor more than two thousand feet of such harbor line (ag//Ich €lection the number of persons voting on the proposi-

the commission shall determine) be sold or granted by thetion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the

state, nor its rights to control the same relinquished, but suchtOtaI number of votes cast in such taxing district at the last

: receding general election;
area shall be forever reserved for landings, wharves, streetd’ (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law

and other conveniences of navigation and commerce. [193][0 issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the

p 417 § 1. Approved November, 1932.] ; . S
sole purpose of making the required payments of principal
AMENDMENT 16 and interest on general obligation bonds issued solely for
capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,
Art. 12811 STOCKHOLDER LIABILITY. No  when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths
corporation, association, or individual shall issue or put in of the electors thereof voting on the proposition to issue such
circulation as money anything but the lawful money of the honds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an
United States. Each stockholder of any banking or insuranceannual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided
corporation or joint stock association shall be individually during the term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than
and personally liable equally and ratably, and not one for twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner
another, for all contracts, debts, and engagements of suclprovided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at
corporation or association accruing while they remain suchwhich election the total number of persons voting on the
stockholders, to the extent of the amount of their stock proposition shall constitute not less than forty per centum of
therein at the par value thereof, in addition to the amountthe total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the
invested in such shares. _ last preceding general electiorProvided, That any such
The legislature may provide that stockholders of taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing
banking corporations organized under the laws of this statepody to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
yvhich shall provide an_d furnish, either through membershipissued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the
in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or throughinterest thereon and amortization thereof by annual levies in
membership in any other instrumentality of the governmentexcess of the tax limitation provided for herein, aPabvid-
of the United States, insurance or security for the paymented further, That the provisions of this section shall also be
of the debts and obligations of such banking corporationsybject to the limitations contained in Article VIII, Section
equivalent to that required by the laws of the United Statesg, of this Constitution;
to be furnished and provided by national banking associa-  (c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of
tions, shall be relieved from |Iab|||ty for the debts and paymg the principa| or interest on genera| Ob|igation bonds
obligations of such banking corporation to the same extentoytstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of
that stockholders of national banking associations arepreventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract
relieved from liability for the debts and obligations of such \when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. [1943
national banking associations under the laws of the UnitedHouse Joint Resolution No. 1, p 936. Approved November,
States. [1939 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8, p 1024.1944 ]

Approved November, 1940'] Art. 7 8§ 2 was later amended by Amendments 55, 59, 64, 79, 90, and
95.
AMENDMENT 17

. AMENDMENT 18
Art. 782 FORTY MILL LIMIT. Except as hereinaf-

ter provided and notwithstanding any other provision of this Art. 2 8 40 HIGHWAY FUNDS. All fees collected
Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real andby the State of Washington as license fees for motor vehicles
personal property by the state and all taxing districts nowand all excise taxes collected by the State of Washington on
existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year exceedhe sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle fuel and all
forty mills on the dollar of assessed valuation, which other state revenue intended to be used for highway purpos-
assessed valuation shall be fifty per centum of the true andes, shall be paid into the state treasury and placed in a
fair value of such property in moneyProvided, however, special fund to be used exclusively for highway purposes.
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AMENDMENT 18 Constitution of the State of Washington

Such highway purposes shall be construed to include the AMENDMENT 21

fO”OWi”%h o o 4 leqal.. At 1184 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWN-
(a) The necessary operating, engineering and 1e9alsyp ORGANIZATION. The legislature shall establish a
ﬁ?(rr)]enses con?ec ed wi d 'te at m|tn!s ration of pu ICsystem of county government, which shall be uniform
Ighways, county roads and cily Streets, throughout the state except as hereinafter provided, and by

(b) Thdebc?Fstructtlon}, retc);lc.)n?]t.rl#]ctmn, mamttenanc(:je, general laws shall provide for township organization, under
repair, and betterment of public highways, county roads, ey, any county may organize whenever a majority of the

bridges and city streets; including the cost and expense 0ﬂlualified electors of such county voting at a general election
(1) acquisition of rights-of-way, (2) installing, maintaining

; I \ . e shall so determine; and whenever a county shall adopt
and operating traffic signs and signal lights, (3) policing by township organization, the assessment and collection of the

the state of public highways, (4) operation of movable span revenue shall be made, and the business of such county and

bridges, (5) operation of ferries which are a part of any the local affairs of the several townships therein, shall be

public highway, county road, or city street; ; ;
(c) The payment or refunding of any obligation of the gneannearg?gx.nd transacted in the manner prescribed by such

State of Washington, or any political subdivision thereof, for Any county may frame a "Home Rule” charter for its

\évhlchlanynof tlhedre\éenqes tde;crlb?fd '? Segt'f[)n 1f m‘fiy hE?’eown government subject to the Constitution and laws of this
eendegRa fy pde geth pnord Ob Ie € fec t“’e a e.(()j IS a(t: ' state, and for such purpose the legislative authority of such
(d) Refunds authorized by law for taxes paid on motor county may cause an election to be had, at which election

vehicle ;Efls: t of collecti f d ived i there shall be chosen by the qualified voters of said county
this (see)ctiorel' cost ot collection ot any revenues described In ot jess than fifteen (15) nor more than twenty-five (25)

freeholders thereof, as determined by the legislative authori-
y, who shall have been residents of said county for a period

inc!uge r.evenllljeffrorrr]]_ gheneral or special taxes Iortexcisr$slno f at least five (5) years preceding their election and who are
€vied primarily for highway purposes, or apply (0 VENICIE e mge|yes qgualified electors, whose duty it shall be to

operator's license fees or any excise tax imposed on Motof, . ene within thirty (30) days after their election and
vehicles or the use thereof in lieu of a property tax thereon,

or fees for certificates of ownership of motor vehicles. prepare and propose a charter for such county. Such pro-

: ; posed charter shall be submitted to the qualified electors of
ﬁg\ii}';gruslegjg']m Resolution No. 4, p 938. Approved said county, and if a majority of such qualified electors

voting thereon ratify the same, it shall become the charter of
AMENDMENT 19 said county and shall become the organic law thereof, and
supersede any existing charter, including amendments
Art. 78 3 TAXATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES thereto, or any existing form of county government, and all
AND PROPERTY. The United States and its agencies andspecial laws inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed
instrumentalities, and their property, may be taxed under anycharter shall be published in two (2) legal newspapers
of the tax laws of this state, whenever and in such mannemublished in said county, at least once a week for four (4)
as such taxation may be authorized or permitted under theconsecutive weeks prior to the day of submitting the same to
laws of the United States, notwithstanding anything to thethe electors for their approval as above provided. All
contrary in the Constitution of this state. [1945 House Joint elections in this section authorized shall only be had upon

Provided, That this section shall not be construed to

Resolution No. 9, p 932. Approved November, 1946.] notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling such
election and shall be given for at least ten (10) days before
AMENDMENT 20 the day of election in all election districts of said county.

Art. 28 § 1 COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFI- Said elections may be general or special elections and except
CERS. All elected state officials shall each severally receive2S Nerein provided, shall be governed by the law regulating
such compensation as the legislature may direct. Theand controlling general or special elections in said county.
compensation of any state officer shall not be increased or>Uch charter may be amended by proposals therefor submit-
diminished during his term of office, except that the legisla- [€d P the legislative authority of said county to the electors
ture, at its thirty-first regular session, may increase or tHereof at any general election after notice of such submis-
diminish the compensation of all state officers whose terms 'O published as above specified, and ratified by a majority

exist on the Thursday after the second Monday in JanuaryOf the qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting.any
1949 'such charter or amendment thereto, any alternate article or

The provisions of sections 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters
of Article Ill and section 23 of A}ticlé Il in sb fa’r as' they and may be voted on separately without prejudl_ce to ojthers.
are inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. [1947 Senate Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided,

Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1371. Approved November 2 may provide for such county officers as may be d_eemed
1948] Y ' ' necessary to carry out and perform all county functions as

provided by charter or by general law, and for their compen-
sation, but shall not affect the election of the prosecuting
attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges of
the superior court, and the justices of the peace, or the
jurisdiction of the courts.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provision for the calling
of an election by the legislative authority of such county for

Art. 28 § 1 was later amended by Amendment 78.
Authorizing compensation increase during term: See Amendment 54.
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the election of freeholders to frame a county charter, legislative authority of the county. [1947 Senate Joint
registered voters equal in number to ten (10) per centum ofResolution No. 5, p 1372. Approved November 2, 1948.]
the voters of any such county voting at the last preceding

general election, may at any time propose by petition the AMENDMENT 22

calling of an election of freeholders. The petition shall be : : T

. . . Section 7, Article XI, Constitution of the State of
filed with the county auditor of the county at least three (3) Washington is hereby repealed. [1947 House Joint Resolu-

months before any general election and the proposal that a
board of freeholders be elected for the purpose of framing afﬁon No. 4, p 1385. Approved November 2, 1948 ]

county charter shall be submitted to the vote of the people AMENDMENT 23
at said general election, and at the same election a board of
freeholders of not less than fifteen (15) or more than Art. 11 8§ 16 COMBINED CITY AND COUNTY.
twenty-five (25), as fixed in the petition calling for the The legislature shall, by general law, provide for the forma-
election, shall be chosen to draft the new charter. Thetion of combined city and county municipal corporations,
procedure for the nomination of qualified electors as candi-and for the manner of determining the territorial limits
dates for said board of freeholders shall be prescribed by théhereof, each of which shall be known as a "city and
legislative authority of the county, and the procedure for the county,” and, when organized, shall contain a population of
framing of the charter and the submission of the charter asat least three hundred thousand (300,000) inhabitants. No
framed shall be the same as in the case of a board ofuch city and county shall be formed except by a majority
freeholders chosen at an election initiated by the legislativevote of the qualified electors of the area proposed to be
authority of the county. included therein and also by a majority vote of the qualified
In calling for any election of freeholders as provided in €lectors of the remainder of that county from which such
this section, the legislative authority of the county shall area is to be taken. Any such city and county shall be
apportion the number of freeholders to be elected in accorpermitted to frame a charter for its own government, and
dance with either the legislative districts or the county amend the same, in the manner provided for cities by section
commissioner districts, if any, within said county, the 10 of this article: Provided, howeverThat the first charter
number of said freeholders to be elected from each of saidof such city and county shall be framed and adopted in a
districts to be in proportion to the population of said districts manner to be specified in the general law authorizing the
as nearly as may be. formation of such corporationsProvided further,That
Should the charter proposed receive the affirmative voteevery such charter shall designate the respective officers of
of the majority of the electors voting thereon, the legislative such city and county who shall perform the duties imposed
authority of the county shall immediately call such special by law upon county officers. Every such city and county
election as may be provided for therein, if any, and the shall have and enjoy all rights, powers and privileges
county government shall be established in accordance withasserted in its charter, not inconsistent with general laws, and
the terms of said charter not more than six (6) months afterin addition thereto, such rights, powers and privileges as may
the election at which the charter was adopted. be granted to it, or possessed and enjoyed by cities and
The terms of all elective officers, except the prosecuting counties of like population separately organized.
attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the judges of ~ No county or county government existing outside the
the superior court, and the justices of the peace, who are irferritorial limits of such county and city shall exercise any
office at the time of the adoption of a Home Rule Charter police, taxation or other powers within the territorial limits
shall terminate as provided in the charter. All appointive of such county and city, but all such powers shall be
officers in office at the time the charter goes into effect, exercised by the city and county and the officers thereof,
whose positions are not abolished thereby, shall continuesubject to such constitutional provisions and general laws as
until their successors shall have qualified. apply to either cities or countiesProvided,That the
After the adoption of such charter, such county shall provisions of sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of this article
continue to have all the rights, powers, privileges and shall not apply to any such city and countyrovided
benefits then possessed or thereafter conferred by generdurther, That the salary of any elective or appointive officer
law. All the powers, authority and duties granted to and of a city and county shall not be changed after his election
imposed on county officers by general law, except the or appointment or during his term of office; nor shall the
prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of schoolsferm of any such officer be extended beyond the period for
the judges of the superior court and the justices of the peaceywhich he is elected or appointed. In case an existing county
shall be vested in the legislative authority of the county is divided in the formation of a city and county, such city
unless expressly vested in specific officers by the charter.and county shall be liable for a just proportion of the
The legislative authority may by resolution delegate any of existing debts or liabilities of the former county, and shall
its executive or administrative powers, authority or duties notaccount for and pay the county remaining a just proportion
expressly vested in specific officers by the charter, to anyof the value of any real estate or other property owned by
county officer or officers or county employee or employees. the former county and taken over by the county and city, the
The provisions of sections 5, 6, 7, and the first sentencemethod of determining such just proportion to be prescribed
of section 8 of this Article as amended shall not apply to by general law, but such division shall not affect the rights
counties in which the government has been established byf creditors. The officers of a city and county, their com-
charter adopted under the provisions hereof. The authoritypensation, qualifications, term of office and manner of
conferred on the board of county commissioners by Sectionelection or appointment shall be as provided for in its
15 of Article Il as amended, shall be exercised by the charter, subject to general laws and applicable constitutional
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provisions. [1947 House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 1386. repealed at any general regular or special election by direct

Approved November 2, 1948.] vote of the people thereon. These provisions supersede the
Art. 11 § 16 was later amended by Amendment 58. provisions of subsection (c) of section 1 of this article as
amended by the seventh amendment to the Constitution of
AMENDMENT 24 this state. [1951 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 7,
[Repealed byAMENDMENT 42, 1965 ex.s. Senate P 9°9: Approved November 4, 1952 ] S
Joint Resolution No. 20 p 2816. Approved November 8 Reviser's note: In thqu sentence, comma be_tween general" and
1966 ] ! ' "regular" omitted in conformity with enrolled resolution.
Text of Amendment 24 — Art. 2 § 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP — AMENDMENT 27

The ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith have

declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is Art. 88 6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL
prohibited in_ this Zt?t_er,] _exchept vc\j/_here acquire? _by _inh_erithancel,l un_der INDEBTEDNESS. No county, city, town, school district, or
mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the collection e .

of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any alien directly,.Other mur_1|C|paI corporation shall for any purpo_se become
or in trust for such alien, shall be voidProvided, That the provisions of  indebted in any manner to an amount exceeding one and
this section shall not apply to lands containing valuable deposits of one-half per centum of the taxable property in such county,
minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the necessary land for mills city, town, school district, or other municipal corporation,
and machinery to be used in the development thereof and the manufactur%ithout the assent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting

of the products therefrom: And provided further, That the provisions of this . .

section shall not apply to the citizens of such of the Provinces of the at an election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases
Dominion of Canada as do not expressly or by implication prohibit requiring such assent shall the total indebtedness at any time
owners_hip_ of provincial I_ands by citizens_, of Fhis state. Eveljy corporation, exceed five per centum on the value of the taxable property
the majority of the capital stock of which is owned by aliens, shall be therein. to be ascertained by the last assessment for state and
considered an alien for the purposes of this prohibitigh949 Senate Joint ! . . . .

Resolution No. 9, p 999. Approved November 7, 1950 ] county purposes previous to the incurring of such indebted-
ness, except that in incorporated cities the assessment shall
be taken from the last assessment for city purpos&svid-
AMENDMENT 25 ed, That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section

. _ , . shall be incurred for any purpose other than strictly county,
Article 4 was amended by adding the following section: ¢ty town, school district, or other municipal purposes:
Art. 4 § 3() RETIREMENT OF SUPREME COURT ' pyqyided further,That (a) any city or town, with such
AND SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES. A judge of the 555ent may be allowed to become indebted to a larger
supreme court or the superior court shall retire from judicial 3mount, but not exceeding five per centum additional for
office at the end_of the calendar year in which he attains thesupplying such city or town with water, artificial light, and
age of seventy-five years. The legislature may, from time t0 ge\vers. when the works for supplying such water, light, and
time, fix a lesser age for mandatory retirement, not earlier sa\yers shall be owned and controlled by the municipality
than the end of the calendar year in which any such judgesng (b) any school district with such assent, may be allowed
attains the age of seventy years, as the legislature deemg, pecome indebted to a larger amount but not exceeding
proper. This provision shall not affect the term to which any e per centum additional for capital outlays. [1951 House

such judge shall have been elected or appointed prior to, ofjgint Resolution No. 8 p 961. Approved November 4
at the time of, approval and ratification of this provision. 1952] ' '

Notwithstanding the limitations of this section, the legislature

may by general law authorize or require the retirement of AMENDMENT 28

judges for physical or mental disability, or any cause

rendering judges incapable of performing their judicial Art. 4 8§ 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR COURTS.

duties. [1951 House Joint Resolution No. 6, p 960. Ap- The superior court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases

Art. 2 § 33 wasalso amended by Amendment 29.

proved November 4, 1952.] in equity and in all cases at law which involve the title or
possession of real property, or the legality of any tax,
AMENDMENT 26 impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in all other

cases in which the demand or the value of the property in

controversy amounts to one thousand dollars, or a lesser sum
Art. 28 41 LAWS, EFFECTIVE DATE. INITIA- in excess of the jurisdiction granted to justices of the peace

TIVE, REFERENDUM — AMENDMENT OR REPEAL.  5nq other inferior courts, and in all criminal cases amounting

No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect felony, and in all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise
until ninety days after the adjournment of the session atygyided for by law; of actions of forcible entry and detain-

which it was enacted. No act, law or bill approved by a ¢- of proceedings in insolvency: of actions to prevent or
majority of the electors voting thereon shall be amended orapate 5 nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, and
repealed by the legislature within a period of two years tor annuiment of marriage; and for such special cases and
following such enactmentProvided, That any such act, law  hroceedings as are not otherwise provided for. The superior
or bill may be amended within two years after such oyt shall also have original jurisdiction in all cases and of
enactment at any regular or special session of the legislaturg| hroceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by
by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each|q,y vested exclusively in some other court; and said court
house with full compliance with section 12, Article Ill, of gha|| have the power of naturalization and to issue papers
the Washington Constitution, and no amendatory law {herefor. They shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases
adopted in accordance with this provision shall be subject toarising in justices’ and other inferior courts in their respec-

referendum. But such enactment may be amended Okjye counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall

Article 2 was amended by adding the following section:
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always be open, except on nonjudicial days, and theiramendment to the Constitution of this staf#955 Senate Joint Resolution

process shall extend to all parts of the state. Said courts ané©- 4. P 1860. Approved November 6, 1956.]

their judges shall have power to issue writs of mandamus, AMENDMENT 31

guo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and writs of

habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any personin  Art. 3 § 25 QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSATION,

actual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions andOFFICES WHICH MAY BE ABOLISHED. No person,

writs of prohibition and of habeas corpus may be issued andexcept a citizen of the United States and a qualified elector

served on legal holidays and nonjudicial days. of this state, shall be eligible to hold any state office. The
Later amendment to Aréd § 6, seeAmendment 87. compensation for state officers shall not be increased or

diminished during the term for which they shall have been

Art. 4 § 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The legisla- elected. The legislature may in its discretion abolish the

ture shall determine the number of justices of the peace to beffices of the lieutenant governor, auditor and commissioner

elected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties andf public lands. [1955 Senate Joint Resolution No. 6, p

jurisdiction of justices of the peaceProvided,That such ~ 1861. Approved November 6, 1956.]

jurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench upon Authorizing compensation increase during term: See Amendment 54.

the jurisdiction of superior or other courts of record, except

that justices of the peace may be made police justices of AMENDMENT 32

incorporated cities and towns. Justices of the peace shall Art. 2 § 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE AND

acancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or

dollars or such greater sum, not to exceed one thousan n any partisan county elective office shall be filled by

dollars, as shall be prescribed by the legislature. In mcorpo—aploointment by the board of county commissioners of the

rated cities or towns having more than five thousand ..,/ iy Which the vacancy occursProvided, That the
inhabitants, the justices of the peace shall receive such Sala%erson appointed to fill the vacancy must be fr'om the same
o iy b ProUn by i, and shal ecelve 1o fees @egislative distct and the same polical pary as the
13. b 962 A. roved November 4, 1952 ‘legislator whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of
P - APP ’ ' three persons who shall be nominated by the county central
Later amendment to Ar#t § 6 and § 10, seémendment 65. committee of that party, and the person so appointed shall
AMENDMENT 29 hold office until his successor is elected at the next general
election, and shall have qualified®rovided,That in case of
[Repealed byAMENDMENT 42, 1965 ex.s. Senate a vacancy occurring in the office of joint senator, or joint
Joint Resolution No. 20, p 2816. Approved November 8, representative, the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three
1966.] nominees selected by the state central committee, by
Text of Amendment 29 — Art. 2 § 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP — appointment by the joint action of the boards of county
The ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith havecommissioners of the counties composing the joint senatorial
declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is o joint representative district, the person appointed to fill the
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under ! . . b
mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the collection vacancy r_n_USt be from the Sam_e |eg|5|atlve dIStrl_Ct and of the
of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any alien directly, Same pOlItlca! party as the |e.g|5|at0r. whose office has_been
or in trust for such alien, shall be voidProvided, That the provisions of ~ vacated, and in case a majority of said county commissioners
this section shall not apply to lands containing valuable deposits of dg not agree upon the appointment within sixty days after
minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the necessary land for mills s ;
and machinery to be used in the development thereof and the manufactur(%he vacancy occurs, the. govemo.r shall Wlthm thlrty days
of the products therefromAnd provided furtherThat the provisions of this  thereafter, and from the list of nominees provided for herein,
section shall not apply to the citizens of such of the Provinces of the appoint a person who shall be from the same legislative
Dominion of Canada as do not expressly or by implication prohibit district and of the same political party as the legislator
ownership of provincial lands by citizens of this stdtE953 House Joint whose office has been vacated [1955 Senate Joint Resolu-

Resolution No. 16, p 853. Approved November 2, 1954.] .
Prior amendment of Art2 § 33, see Amendment 24. tion N_O' 14, p 1862. Approved November 6, 1956.]
Prior amendment of Art2 § 15, see Amendment 13.

AMENDMENT 30 Later amendment of Ar2 § 15, see Amendments 52 and 96.
[Stricken byAMENDMENT 721981 Substitute Senate AMENDMENT 33
Joint Resolution No. 133, p 1796. Approved November 3,

1981] Art. 24 81 STATE BOUNDARIES. The boundaries
Text of Amendment 30 — Art. 2 § 1(a) INITIATIVE AND of the tst_at?hof ;/)Vagfhmgton shall be as f°"|°W5' nglnnlngtatf
REFERENDUM, SIGNATURES REQUIRED — Hereafter, the number @ POINUIN Th€ Facilc ocean one marine league due west o
of valid signatures of legal voters required upon a petition for an initiative and opposite the mld_d|e_ of the mouth Qf the north ship
measure shall be equal to eight per centum of the number of voterschannel of the Columbia river thence running easterly to and
Qubernatoral lection. Hereaer, the number of valid signatures of gl P, the middle channel of said river and where it is divided
voters required upon a petition for’a referendum of an act of the legislature by islands up thQ middle of the widest (.:hannel thereof 'FO
or any part thereof, shall be equal to four per centum of the number of Where the forty-sixth parallel of north |a_t|tUde crosses said
voters registered and voting for the office of governor at the last preceding river near the mouth of the Walla Walla river; thence east on
regular gubernatorial election. These provisions supersede the require- ggjd forty-sixth parallel of latitude to the middle of the main
ments specified in section 1 of this article as amended by the seventhchanne| of the Shoshone or Snake river, thence follow down
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the middle of the main channel of Snake river to a point AMENDMENT 36
opposite the mouth of the Kooskooskia or Clear Water river, Article 2, section 1 (LEGISLATIVE POWERS

thence due north to the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, WHERE VESTED) as amended by AMENDMENT 7 was
thence west along said forty-ninth parallel of north latitude amended by adding the following subsection:
to the middle of the channel which separates Vancouver's '

island from the continent, that is to say to a point in longi-
tude 123 degrees, 19 minutes and 15 seconds west, then
following the boundary line between the United States and
British possessions through the channel which separate
Vancouver’s island from the continent to the termination of
the boundary line between the United States and British
possessions at a point in the Pacific ocean equidistan{:l
between Bonnilla point on Vancouver's island and Tatoosh

island light house, thence running in a southerly course ancﬂ
parallel with the coast line, keeping one marine league off
shore to place of beginning; until such boundaries are
modified by appropriate interstate compacts duly approved
by the Congress of the United States. [1957 Senate Join
Resolution No. 10, p 1292. Approved November 4, 1958.] b

AMENDMENT 34

Art. 1§11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment

Article 2, section 1, subsection (e). The legislature shall
ovide methods of publicity of all laws or parts of laws,
and amendments to the Constitution referred to the people
With arguments for and against the laws and amendments so
referred. The secretary of state shall send one copy of the
ublication to each individual place of residence in the state
nd shall make such additional distribution as he shall
etermine necessary to reasonably assure that each voter will
ave an opportunity to study the measures prior to election.
These provisions supersede the provisions set forth in the
last paragraph of section 1 of this article as amended by the
eventh amendment to the Constitution of this state. [1961
enate Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2751. Approved Novem-

er, 1962.]

AMENDMENT 37

Art. 2381 HOW MADE. Any amendment or
- X D= "amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in either
belief and worship, shall be guarante_ed to every individual, branch of the legislature; and if the same shall be agreed to
and no one shall be molested or disturbed in person OThy two-thirds of the members elected to each of the two

property on account of religion; but the liberty of conscience houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts gﬁ '

. . Lo X . . . r n their journals, with th nd n hereon
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace tered on their journals, with the ayes and noes thereon,

d safety of the state. N bli v sh IIand be submitted to the qualified electors of the state for
and saiety of the state.  No public money or property shally,ei annroval, at the next general election; and if the people
be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship,

! . . o approve and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a
exercise or instruction, or the support of any religious

; ) . g . mayjority of the electors voting thereon, the same shall
establishment:Provided, howeverThat this article shall not ecome part of this Constitution, and proclamation thereof
be so construed as to forbid the employment by the state o

a chaplain for such of the state custodial, correctional and hall be made by the governoRrovided, That if more than

tal instituti in the di , f the legislat one amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in
mental Insttutions as in the discretion of the 1egisiature may q,,.n 3 manner that the people may vote for or against such
seem justified. No religious qualification shall be required

; blic offi | i hall b amendments separately. The legislature shall also cause
for any public office or employment, nor shall any person be ,,ijce of the amendments that are to be submitted to the
incompetent as a witness or juror, in consequence of hi

opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any eople to be published at least four times during the four
court of justice touching his religious belief to affect the weeks next preceding the election in every legal newspaper

- X . . : in the state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper to
weight of his testimony. [1957 Senate Joint Resolution No. - : : : .
14, p 1299. Approved November 4, 1958 ] publish this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting the

outcome of the election. [1961 Senate Joint Resolution No.

Prior amendment of Artl § 11, see Amendment 4. 25 p 2753. Approved November 1962.]
Art. 1 § 11 waslater amended by Amendment 88. ’ '
AMENDMENT 38

AMENDMENT 35
Article 4 was amended by adding the following section:
Art. 2 § 25 EXTRA COMPENSATION PROHIBIT- ATt 4§ 2(2) TEMPORARY PERFORMANCE OF
ED. The legislature shall never grant any extra compensajyp|ciAL DUTIES. When necessary for the prompt and
tion to any public officer, agent, employee, servant, or ,rgerly administration of justice a majority of the Supreme

contractor, after the services shall have been rendered, or th@ourt is empowered to authorize judges or retired judges of
contract entered into, nor shall the compensation of any.,rts of record of this state, to perform, temporarily,

public officer be increased or diminished during his term of judicial duties in the Supreme Court, and to authorize any

_office. Not_hing in_this section shall be _deemed to preve”tsuperior court judge to perform judicial duties in any
increases in pensions after such pensions shall have beeg\nerior court of this state. [1961 House Joint Resolution
granted. [1957 Senate Joint Resolution No. 18, p 1301.5 g p 2757. Approved November, 1962 ]
Approved November 4, 1958.] Y ' ' '
Increase during term in compensation of certain officers authorized: See

Amendment 54.
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AMENDMENT 39 said city for a period of at least two years preceding their

Art. 2§ 42 GOVERNMENTAL CONTINUITY election and qualified electors, whose duty it shall be to
DURINC EMERGENCY PERIODS. The legislature, in convene within ten days after their election, and prepare and
order to insure continuity of state and local governméntal propose a charter for such city. Such proposed charter shall

operations in periods of emergency resulting from enemyP€ Submitted to the qualified electors of said city, and if a
attack, shall have the power and the duty, immediately uponmajonty of such qualified electors voting thereon ratify the

and after adoption of this amendment, to enact Iegislationgame' |tt§hall bec_:orl‘ne ttt;]e chrf;xrterdof said C(;ty’ and S.h?”
providing for prompt and temporary succession to the ecome the organic faw thereol, and supersede any existing

powers and duties of public offices of whatever nature and.Charter including amendments thereto, and all special laws

whether filled by election or appointment, the incumbents inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed charter shall

and legal successors of which may become unavailable f0|b.e pub_Iished i_n the_daily newspaper of largest gene_ral
carrying on the powers and duties of such offices; the circulation published in the area to be incorporated as a first

legislature shall likewise enact such other measures as maglas.S city under the charter or, if no daily newspaper is
be necessary and proper for insuring the continuity of ublished therein, then in the newspaper having the largest

governmental operations during such emergencies. Legislageneral circulation within such area at least once each week

tion enacted under the powers conferred by this amendmenﬁOr four weeks next preceding the day of submitting the

shall in all respects conform to the remainder of the Consti-32M€ 10 the electors for their approval, as above provided.
tution: Provided,That if, in the judgment of the legislature Al electl_ons In _th|s section authon;ed shaII_onIy be had
at the time of disaster, conformance to the provisions of theUPon notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling
Constitution would be impracticable or would admit of such.electlon, and shall be given as feq‘%"ed by law. Said
undue delay, such legislation may depart during the periodEIeCt.'onS may be general or special elections, and except as
of emergency caused by enemy attack only, from the Neréin provided shall be governed by the law regulating and
following sections of the Constitution: controlling general or special elections in said city. _Such
Article 14. Sections 1 and 2. Seat of Government: charter. may be amen_ded by proppsals therefor submitted by
Article 2, Sections 8 15 (Am’endments 13 and 32): and the legislative authority of such city to the electors thereof

; : t any general election after notice of said submission
éﬁl,s!vlembershlp, Quorum of Legislature and Passage 01;‘;ublished as above specified, and ratified by a majority of

Article 3, Section 10 (Amendment 6), Succession to the qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting any such

Governorship: Provided, That the legislature shall not depart Charter, or amendment thereto, any alternate article or
from Section 10, Article Ill, as amended by Amendment 6, proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters,

of the state Constitution relating to the Governor’s office so and may be voted on separately without prejudice to others.

long as any successor therein named is available and capabl%gsgdelil('sv' ?nebnarltg ‘]log;gz Resolution No. 1, p 1526. Ap-
of assuming the powers and duties of such office as thereir’OV€d NOvEmber s, 1

prescribed; _ o _ AMENDMENT 41
Article 3, Section 13, Vacancies in State Offices;
Article 11, Section 6, Vacancies in County Offices; Art. 4 8 29 ELECTION OF SUPERIOR COURT

Article 11, Section 2, Seat of County Government; JUDGES. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitu-
Article 3, Section 24, State Records. [1961 House Jointtion to the contrary, if, after the last day as provided by law
Resolution No. 9, p 2758. Approved November, 1962.]  for the withdrawal of declarations of candidacy has expired,
only one candidate has filed for any single position of

AMENDMENT 40 superior court judge in any county containing a population

Art. 11 § 10 INCORPORATION OF MUNICIPALI- of one hundred thousand or more, no prir_n_ary or electi_on
TIES. Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be shall be held as to such position, and a certificate of election
created by special laws; but the legislature, by general laws SN2l be issued to such candidate. If, after any contested
shall provide for the incorporation, organization and classifi- Primary for superior court judge in any county, only one
cation in proportion to population, of cities and towns, which cand_ldate is entitled to h_ave his name printed on the general
laws may be altered, amended or repealed. Cities and '[own(gIeCtlon ballot for any single position, no election shall be
heretofore organized, or incorporated may become organize eld as to such position, and a certificate of election shall be

under such general laws whenever a majority of the electordSSued t0 such candidateProvided, That in the event that
voting at a general election, shall so determine, and shall here is filed with the county auditor within ten days after

organize in conformity therewith: and cities or towns the date of the primary, a petition indicating that a write in

heretofore or hereafter organized, and all charters thereof:ampg'%n will t;]e cgn%ucte(_j Ior ?juchtsmgle Fﬁ.s'gq[” an?
framed or adopted by authority of this Constitution shall be S'9N€d by oné hundred registered voters quaiitied fo vote
subject to, and controlled by general laws. Any city contain- W'th. respect of the office, then such .SI.ngIe position Sh.a" be
ing a population of ten thousand inhabitants, or more, Shallsubject to the general election. Provisions for the contingen-

be permitted to frame a charter for its own government, ¢Y °f the death or disqualification of a sole candidate
consistent with and subject to the Constitution and laws ofbetWeen the last date for withdrawal and the time when the

this state, and for such purpose the legislative authority Ofelection would be held but for the provisions of this section,

such city may cause an election to be had at which electionand such other provisions as may be deemed necessary to

there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of said City'|mplement the provisions of this section, may be enacted by

. : he legislature. [1965 ex.s. Substitute Senate Joint Resolu-
fifteen freeholders thereof, who shall have been residents Oﬁion No. 6, p 2815. Approved November 8, 1966.]
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AMENDMENT 42 to July 1, 1967, shall be exclusively applied to the current

Section 33, Article Il and Amendments 24 and 29 use of the common schools.

amendatory thereof, of the Constitution of the State of To th_e extent tha; the moneys in the common school
Washington are each hereby repealed. [1965 ex.s Senafeonstruction fund are in excess of the amount necessary to
. o allow fulfillment of the purpose of said fund, the excess

igg‘é Fesoluuon No. 20, p 2816. Approved November 8, shall be available for deposit to the credit of the permanent

common school fund or available for the current use of the
AMENDMENT 43 common schools, as the legislature may direct. [1965 ex.s.

o Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part 1, p 2817. Approved
Art. 9 8 3 FUNDS FOR SUPPORT. The principal of November 8, 1966.]

the common school fund as the same existed on June 30,
1965, shall remain permanent and irreducible. The said fund AMENDMENT 44

shall consist of the principal amount thereof existing on June Art. 16 §5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT

30, 1965, and such additions thereto as may be derived afte
June 30, 1965, from the following named sources, to wit: &OMMON SCHOOL FUND. The permanent common

Appropriations and donations by the state to this fund: school fund of this state may be invested as authorized by

donations and bequests by individuals to the state or publiclaW' [1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part 2, p
for common schools; the proceeds of lands and other2817', Approved November 8, 1966 ]

property which revert to the state by escheat and forfeiture; ~ Prior amendment of Art. 16 § 5, see Amendment 1.

the proceeds of all property granted to the state when the AMENDMENT 45

purpose of the grant is not specified, or is uncertain; funds

accumulated in the treasury of the state for the disbursement  Art. 8 8 8 PORT EXPENDITURES — INDUSTRIAL

of which provision has not been made by law; the proceedsDEVELOPMENT — PROMOTION. The use of public

of the sale of stone, minerals, or property other than timberfunds by port districts in such manner as may be prescribed
and other crops from school and state lands, other than thosby the legislature for industrial development or trade
granted for specific purposes; all moneys received from promotion and promotional hosting shall be deemed a public
persons appropriating stone, minerals or property other thanuse for a public purpose, and shall not be deemed a gift
timber and other crops from school and state lands othemwithin the provisions of section 7 of this Article. [1965 ex.s.
than those granted for specific purposes, and all moneysSenate Joint Resolution No. 25, p 2819. Approved
other than rental recovered from persons trespassing on saiNovember 8, 1966.]

lands; five per centum of the proceeds of the sale of public

lands lying within the state, which shall be sold by the AMENDMENT 46

United States subsequent to the admission of the state into Art. 6 § 1A VOTER QUALIFICATIONS FOR

the Union as approved by section 13 of the act of congress,peqnENTIAL ELECTIONS. In consideration of those

enabling the admission of the state into the Union; the citizens of the United States who become residents of the

p:i:c(ig?l c\:\}‘h?(l:lr:‘ uhnsvseatr)i:(ianng gg:jn r:ger?:grorfT\En%Se aﬁgrﬁg];rt state of Washington during the year of a presidential election
property ' y 0€ g ith the intention of making this state their permanent

the state for the support of common schools. The legislature oqiqence, this section is for the purpose of authorizing such
may make further provisions for enlarging said fund.

There is hereby established the common school conPErsens who can meet all qualifications for voting as set
struction fund to b>el used exclusively for the purpose of forth in section 1 of this article, except for residence, to vote

financina the construction of facilities for the common for presidential electors or for the office of President and
9 . ) Vice-President of the United States, as the case may be, but
schools. The sources of said fund shall be: (1) Those

proceeds derived from the sale or appropriation of timber "° other: Provided,That such persons have resided in the

and other crops from school and state lands subsequent tﬁztglgégi%?ijggrﬂ?és immediately preceding the presiden-
June 30, 1965, other than those granted for specific purpos- The legislature sHaII establish the time, manner and

es; (2) the interest accruing on said permanent Commorblace for such persons to cast such presidential ballots.

fgr?tc;?sl, gjnr&dc:ctrr(])gr] reér\]/gniféirdJeLjrlii//eld tﬁge?gfréﬂggt:; :‘rgvrlrﬁhlaarlld 1965 ex.s. Substitute Joint House Resolution No. 4, p 2820.
pproved November 8, 1966.]

and other property devoted to the permanent common school
fund from and after July 1, 1967; and (3) such other sources AMENDMENT 47

as the legislature may direct. That portion of the common

school construction fund derived from interest on the Art. 78 10 RETIRED PERSONS PROPERTY TAX
permanent common school fund may be used to retire suciEXEMPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 7,
bonds as may be authorized by law for the purpose ofsection 1 (Amendment 14) and Article 7, section 2 (Amend-
financing the construction of facilities for the common ment 17), the following tax exemption shall be allowed as to
schools. real property:

The interest accruing on the permanent common school ~ The legislature shall have the power, by appropriate
fund together with all rentals and other revenues accruinglegislation, to grant to retired property owners relief from the
thereto pursuant to subsection (2) of this section during theproperty tax on the real property occupied as a residence by
period after the effective date of this amendment and priorthose owners. The legislature may place such restrictions

and conditions upon the granting of such relief as it shall
deem proper. Such restrictions and conditions may include,
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but are not limited to, the limiting of the relief to those (4) Judges.The number, manner of election, compen-
property owners below a specific level of income and thosesation, terms of office, removal and retirement of judges of
fulfilling certain minimum residential requirements. [1965 the court of appeals shall be as provided by statute.
ex.s. House Joint Resolution No. 7, p 2821. Approved (5) Administration and ProcedureThe administration
November 8, 1966.] and procedures of the court of appeals shall be as provided
by rules issued by the supreme court.

AMENDMENT 48 (6) Conflicts. The provisions of this section shall

Art. 8 § 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW AU- supersede any conflicting provisions in prior sections of this

THORIZED. Except the debt specified in sections one and@'ticle. [1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 6; see 1969 p
two of this article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted by,297°- Approved November 5, 1968.] _

or on behalf of this state, unless such debt shall be autho- _ Revisers note: This section which was adopted as AdL§ 29 is

rized by law for some single work or object to be distinctly herein renumbered Arét § 30 toavoid confusion with Amendment 41.
specified therein, which law shall provide ways and means, AMENDMENT 51

exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest on such

debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the  Article 8 was amended by adding the following section:
principal of such debt within twenty years from the time of Art. 8 8 9 STATE BUILDING AUTHORITY. The

the contracting thereof. No such law shall take effect until legislature is empowered notwithstanding any other provision
it shall, at a general election, have been submitted to then this Constitution, to provide for a state building authority
people and have received a majority of all the votes cast forin corporate and politic form which may contract with
and against it at such election, and all moneys raised byagencies or departments of the state government to construct
authority of such law shall be applied only to the specific upon land owned by the state or its agencies, or to be
object therein stated, or to the payment of the debt therebyacquired by the state building authority, buildings and
created, and notice that such law will be submitted to theappurtenant improvements which such state agencies or
people shall be published at least four times during the fourdepartments are hereby empowered to lease at reasonable
weeks next preceding the election in every legal newspaperental rates from the Washington state building authority for
in the state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper to terms up to seventy-five years with provisions for eventual
publish this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting thevesting of title in the state or its agencies. This section shall
outcome of the election. [1965 ex.s. House Joint Resolutionnot be construed as authority to provide buildings through

No. 39, p 2822. Approved November 8, 1966.] lease or otherwise to nongovernmental entities. The legisla-
Art. 8 § 3 waslater amended by Amendment 60. ture may authorize the state building authority to borrow
funds solely upon its own credit and to issue bonds or other

AMENDMENT 49 evidences of indebtedness therefor to be repaid from its

revenues and to secure the same by pledging its income or
mortgaging its leaseholds. The provisions of sections 1 and
3 of this article shall not apply to indebtedness incurred

. pursuant to this section. [1967 Senate Joint Resolution No.
Article XXIX

INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC PENSION AND 17 ‘;ee_lg,fsg ' giz_a. Af_’provhedh'\'o"e?bff' igfz'] .
RETIREMENT FUNDS evisers note: IS section wnich was aaopted as Art. § IS

herein renumbered as A8 § 9 toavoid confusion with Amendment 45.
Art. 29 8 1 MAY BE INVESTED AS AUTHORIZED
BY LAW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5, and AMENDMENT 52

7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XIl or any other Art. 2 § 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE AND
section or article of the Constitution of the state of Washing- | PAIiTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE. Such

ton, tge _mon?yg of an;;hpu_bh((:j %enlsmn o;grgyrgmentt fj”.d vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or
may be invested as authorized by law. [ enate Joint, 5y partisan county elective office shall be filled by

Resolution No. 5; see 1969 p 2975. Approved November 5’appointment by the board of county commissioners of the

1968.] county in which the vacancy occursProvided, That the
Art. 29 § 1 was later amended by Amendments 75 and 93. person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same
AMENDMENT 50 legislative district, county or county commissioner district
and the same political party as the legislator or partisan
Article 4 was amended by adding the following section: county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and
Art. 4 8 30 COURT OF APPEALS. (1)Authoriza-  shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the
tion. In addition to the courts authorized in section 1 of this county central committee of that party, and in case a
article, judicial power is vested in a court of appeals, which majority of said county commissioners do not agree upon the
shall be established by statute. appointment within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the
(2) Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the court of  governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and from the list
appeals shall be as provided by statute or by rules authorize@f nominees provided for herein, appoint a person who shall
by statute. be from the same legislative district, county or county
(3) Review of Superior CourtSuperior court actions commissioner district and of the same political party as the
may be reviewed by the court of appeals or by the supremédegislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has
court as provided by statute or by rule authorized by statute.been vacated, and the person so appointed shall hold office
until his successor is elected at the next general election, and

The Constitution was amended by adding the following
new article and section 1 thereof:
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shall have qualified: Provided, That in case of a vacancy The provisions of section 25 of Article Il (Amendment
occurring in the office of joint senator, or joint representa- 35), section 25 of Article 1ll (Amendment 31), section 13 of
tive, the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three nominees Article IV, section 8 of Article XI, and section 1 of Article
selected by the state central committee, by appointment byXXVIIlI (Amendment 20) insofar as they are inconsistent
the joint action of the boards of county commissioners of the herewith are hereby repealed. [1967 House Joint Resolution
counties composing the joint senatorial or joint representativeNo. 13; see 1969 p 2976. Approved November 5, 1968.]
district, the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be Reviser's note: *(1) Amendment 49 (1967 SJR No. 5) and Amend-
from the same legislative district and of the same political ment 54 (1967 HIR No. 13) each added a new Article XXIX to the
party as the legislator whose office has been vacated, and i %’;Sntc"t;gﬂ?s 4"\;]7;2”l;je”gg”ﬁe‘:giésrggég%igggeg‘s isrti'glrgc)& ))((XIX while
case a ma]onty, of said CQU,”ty commissioners do not agre **(2) The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser.
upon the appointment within sixty days after the vacancy

occurs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and AMENDMENT 55

from the list of nominees provided for herein, appoint a

person who shall be from the same legislative district and of ~ Art. 78 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as

the same political party as the legislator whose office hashereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision
been vacated. of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real

and personal property by the state and all taxing districts
Art. 11 § 6 VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP, PRE- how existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year
CINCT OR ROAD DISTRICT OFFICE. The board of €xceed one percentum of the true and fair value of such
county commissioners in each county shall fill all vacancies Property in money:Provided, howeverThat nothing herein
occurring in any township, precinct or road district office of Shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or
such county by appointment, and officers thus appointedf0r any port or public utility district. The term "taxing
shall hold office till the next general election, and until their district” for the purposes of this section shall mean any
successors are elected and qualified. [1967 Senate JoirRolitical subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other

Resolution No. 24; see 1969 p 2976. Approved Novemberdovernmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have
5, 1968.] levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port

or public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any
specific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith
may be exceeded only
AMENDMENT 53 (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized
) ) ) ) so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors
Article 7 was amended by adding the following section: thereof voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax
Art. 7.8 11 TAXATION BASED ON ACTUAL USE.  sybmitted not more than twelve months prior to the date on
Nothing in this Article VII as amended shall prevent the which the proposed levy is to be made and not oftener than
IenglatUre from prOVIdlng, SUb]eC_t to SUCh_ conditions as it twice in such twelve month period, either at a Specia|
may enact, that the true and fair value in money (a) of election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at
farms, agricultural lands, standing timber .and timberlands, which election the number of persons voting on the proposi-
and (b) of other open space lands which are used fortion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the
recreation or for enjoyment of their scenic or natural beauty total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the last
shall be based on the use to which such property is currentlypreceding general election;
applied, and such values shall be used in computing the  (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law
assessed valuation of such property in the same manner ag issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the
the assessed valuation is computed for all property. [1967sole purpose of making the required payments of principal
House Joint Resolution No. 1; see 1969 p 2976. Approvedand interest on general obligation bonds issued solely for
November 5, 1968.] capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,
when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths
AMENDMENT 54 of the electors thereof voting on the proposition to issue such

The Constitution was amended by adding the following bonds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an

Prior amendment of Art2 § 15, see Amendments 13 and 32.
Later amendment of Ar2 § 15, see Amendment 96.

new article and section 1 thereof: annual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided
during the term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than
Article XXX* twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner

COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC OFEICERS** provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at

which election the total number of persons voting on the

Art. 30 § 1 AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION IN-  proposition shall constitute not less than forty per centum of
CREASE DURING TERM. The compensation of all the total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the
elective and appointive state, county, and municipal officerslast preceding general electiorProvided, That any such
who do not fix their own compensation, including judges of taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing
courts of record and the justice courts may be increased0dy to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
during their terms of office to the end that such officers and issued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the
judges shall each severally receive compensation for theifnterest thereon and amortization thereof by annual levies in

services in accordance with the law in effect at the time the€eXxcess of the tax limitation provided for hereAnd Provid-
services are being rendered. ed Further,That the provisions of this section shall also be
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subject to the limitations contained in Article VIII, section 6, AMENDMENT 58

of this %O”tsh“t“tio?? v distict for th ¢ At.11§16 COMBINED CITY-COUNTY. Any
(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose o county may frame a "Home Rule" charter subject to the

paying the principal or interest on general obligation bonds Constitution and laws of this state to provide for the forma-

outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the purpose ofj,, ang government of combined city and county municipal
preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract corporations, each of which shall be known as "city-county”.
when ord_ered SOI to do by a court of last resgrt. [193)1 Registered voters equal in number to ten (10) percent of the
?e?g;ez.l]omt Resolution No. 1, p 1827. Approved Novem €\oters of any such county voting at the last preceding
' . general election may at any time propose by a petition the
Reviser's note: Art. 7 § 2 was also amended at the November 7, ¢a|jing of an election of freeholders. The provisions of
1972 general election by Amendment 59. (HIR 47.) . . . . " .
_ section 4 of this Article with respect to a petition calling for
Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendment 17. an election of freeholders to frame a county home rule
Art. 7 8§ 2 was later amended by Amendments 59, 64, 79, 90, and 95~charter, the election of freeholders, and the framing and
AMENDMENT 56 ad(_)ption of a county hom_e_ rule charter pursuant to Sl_Jch
petition shall apply to a petition proposed under this section
Art. 2 8 24 LOTTERIES AND DIVORCE. The for the election of freeholders to frame a city-county charter,
legislature shall never grant any divorce. Lotteries shall bethe election of freeholders, and to the framing and adoption
prohibited except as specifically authorized upon the affirma- of such city-county charter pursuant to such petition. Except
tive vote of sixty percent of the members of each house ofas otherwise provided in this section, the provisions of
the legislature or, notwithstanding any other provision of this section 4 applicable to a county home rule charter shall
Constitution, by referendum or initiative approved by a sixty apply to a city-county charter. If there are not sufficient
percent affirmative vote of the electors voting thereon. legal newspapers published in the county to meet the
[1971 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5, p 1828. Approved requirements for publication of a proposed charter under

November 7, 1972.] section 4 of this Article, publication in a legal newspaper
circulated in the county may be substituted for publication in
AMENDMENT 57 a legal newspaper published in the county. No such

Art. 11§85 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The legisla- “city-county" shall be formed except by a majority vote of
ture, bi/ general and uniform laws, shall brovide for the the qualified electors voting thereon in the county. The

7 : .~ charter shall designate the respective officers of such
election in the several counties of boards of county commis city-county who shall perform the duties imposed by law

sioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecutingu on countv officers. Everv such citv-countv shall have and
attorneys and other county, township or precinct and district P ty : ry such city ty shall
enjoy all rights, powers and privileges asserted in its charter,

g:felgfrrigé ?ﬁ e?rudbul';icesc O;r:/ deﬁftﬂgﬁ ':gfn)w/ Sri?g#iiéfor:/?d_sha” and in addition there.to, such rights_, powers and privileges as
’ may be granted to it, or to any city or county or class or

ed, That the legislature may, by general laws, classify the classes of cities and counties. In the event of a conflict in

counties by population and provide for the election in certain L L . .
classes of counties certain officers who shall exercise thethe constitutional provisions applying to cities and those

powers and perform the duties of two or more officers. It appllying to cqunties o(rj oLa conflictl in the general_ laws

. . © . applying to cities and those applying to counties, a
shall regulate the compensation of all such officers, in _ . :
proporti(?n to their dutiesp and for that purpose may classify city-county shall't;le auhthor]z'ed to erz]xermse any powers that
the counties by populationProvided,That it may delegate are ?\lrgr}f;i;?aﬁteetrergait(:rﬁlgﬁtov(/;i(?hcic;ugtlp??c.)hibition or
to the legislative authority of the counties the right to

. . . : restriction shall apply to the rights, powers and privileges of
prescribe the salaries of its own members and the salaries 0fcity-county unless such prohibition or restriction shall
other county officers. And it shall provide for the strict

accountability of such officers for all fees which may be apply equally to every other city, county, and city-county.

collected by them and for all public moneys which may be .. The provisions of_sections 2,35, 6, and 8 and of the
. - : : : first paragraph of section 4 of this Article shall not apply to
paid to them, or officially come into their possession.

any such city-county.

Municipal corporations may be retained or otherwise
provided for within the city-county. The formation, powers
and duties of such municipal corporations shall be prescribed
by the charter.

No city-county shall for any purpose become indebted
in any manner to an amount exceeding three per centum of
the taxable property in such city-county without the assent
of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an election to
be held for that purpose, nor in cases requiring such assent
shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed ten per
centum of the value of the taxable property therein, to be
ascertained by the last assessment for city-county purposes
previous to the incurring of such indebtedne$2rovided,
That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section shall
be incurred for any purpose other than strictly city-county or

Art. 11 § 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS AF-
FECTING. The salary of any county, city, town, or munici-
pal officers shall not be increased except as provided in
section 1 of Article XXX or diminished after his election, or
during his term of office; nor shall the term of any such
officer be extended beyond the period for which he is
elected or appointed. [1971 Senate Joint Resolution No. 38
p 1829. Approved November 7, 1972.]

Prior amendment of Art. 11 § 5, see Amendment 12.
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other municipal purposesProvided further,That any proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number equal to
city-county, with such assent may be allowed to becomeforty per centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district
indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five perat the last preceding general election when the number of
centum additional for supplying such city-county with water, electors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per
artificial light, and sewers, when the works for supplying centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the
such water, light, and sewers shall be owned and controlledast preceding general election; or by a majority of at least
by the city-county. three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition
No municipal corporation which is retained or otherwise to levy when the number of electors voting on the proposi-
provided for within the city-county shall for any purpose tion exceeds forty per centum of the total votes cast in such
become indebted in any manner to an amount exceeding ontaxing district in the last preceding general election;
and one-half per centum of the taxable property in such (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law
municipal corporation without the assent of three-fifths of to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the
the voters therein voting at an election to be held for that sole purpose of making the required payments of principal
purpose, nor shall the total indebtedness at any time exceednd interest on general obligation bonds issued solely for
five per centum of the value of the taxable property therein, capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,
to be ascertained by the last assessment for city-countywhen authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths
purposes previous to the incurring of such indebtednessof the electors thereof voting on the proposition to issue such
Provided, That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this bonds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an
section shall be incurred for any purpose other than strictlyannual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided
municipal purposes:Provided further,That any such  during the term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than
municipal corporation, with such assent, may be allowed totwice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner
become indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding fiveprovided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at
per centum additional for supplying such municipal corpora- which election the total number of persons voting on the
tion with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the works proposition shall constitute not less than forty per centum of
for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall be ownedthe total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the
and controlled by the municipal corporation. All taxes last preceding general electiorProvided, That any such
which are levied and collected within a municipal corpora- taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing
tion for a specific purpose shall be expended within that body to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
municipal corporation. issued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the
The authority conferred on the city-county government interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual levies in
shall not be restricted by the second sentence of Article 7,excess of the tax limitation provided for hereAnd provid-
section 1, or by Article 8, section 6 of this Constitution. ed further,That the provisions of this section shall also be
[1971 House Joint Resolution No. 21, p 1831. Approved subject to the limitations contained in Article VIII, section 6,

November 7, 1972.] of this Constitution;
Prior amendment of Art. 11 § 16, see Amendment 23. (c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of
paying the principal or interest on general obligation bonds
AMENDMENT 59 outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of

Art. 7§ 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract

hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provisionvl_\llgﬁge%rgﬁtr ??desc?lljttci)o?]ON%yA?7cou1ré394f l?t rféf/gg'N&gr?nl_

of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real ber 7, 1972 ] 40P - APP

and personal property by the state and all taxing districts R’ e o AL 782 | ded at the N ber 7

icti H eviser’'s note: Art. was also amenaed a e Novembper /,

now eé(lfstlng OI{ hereﬁftgl’ |(|3I’eafted, Shaléno'T n .any yﬁarr]1972, general election by Amendment 55 (SJR 1). 1971 HIR No. 47

exceed forty mills on the dollar of assessed valuation, Which ontained the following paragraph:

assessed valuation shall be fifty per centum of the true and  "Be It Further ResolvedThat the foregoing amendment shall be

fair value of such property in moneyProvided, however,  submitted to the qualified electors of the state in such a manner that they

That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now™ay vote for or against it separately from the proposed amendment to
rovided by law bv or for anv port or blic utility district Article VII, section 2, (Amendment 17) of the Constitution of the State of

provi "y W Dy ort " yp public utility district. Washington contained in Senate Joint Resolution NoPfovided, That if

The term "taxing d.|$tr|Ct for_the_ purposes of this sec'glon both proposed amendments are approved and ratified, both shall become

shall mean any political subdivision, municipal corporation, part of the Constitution."

district, or other governmental agency authorized by law to Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendments 17 and 55.

levy, or have levied for i_t, ad_ _Va|0_rem taxes on property, Art. 7 § 2 waslater amended by Amendments 64, 79, 90, and 95.
other than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in AMENDMENT 60

conformity therewith may be exceeded only

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors
thereof voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax .
submitted not more than twelve months prior to the date onthe manner set forth herein.

which the proposed levy is to be made and not oftener than (b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall not
twice in such twelve month period, either at a special exceed that amount for which payments of principal and

election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at mfrr:?rt]é?] ?]?gef'sgﬁ!eynﬁagfvtvﬁglgriiﬁﬂqué{i tgi:rt]a;? |tt2 eéﬁg?gl
which election the number of persons voting "yes" on the P 9

Art. 881 STATE DEBT. (a) The state may contract
debt, the principal of which shall be paid and discharged
within thirty years from the time of contracting thereof, in
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state revenues for the three immediately preceding fiscalProvided, That the legislature shall, at all times, provide
years as certified by the treasurer. The term "fiscal year"sufficient revenues from such sources to pay the principal
means that period of time commencing July 1 of any yearand interest due on all obligations for which said source of
and ending on June 30 of the following year. revenue is pledged.

(c) The term "general state revenues" when used in this (g) No money shall be paid from funds in custody of
section, shall include all state money received in the treasurythe treasurer with respect to any debt contracted after the
from each and every source whatsoever except: (1) Fees aneffective date of this amendment by the Washington state
revenues derived from the ownership or operation of anybuilding authority, the capitol committee, or any similar
undertaking, facility, or project; (2) Moneys received as entity existing or operating for similar purposes pursuant to
gifts, grants, donations, aid, or assistance or otherwise fromwhich such entity undertakes to finance or provide a facility
the United States or any department, bureau, or corporatiorfor use or occupancy by the state or any agency, department,
thereof, or any person, firm, or corporation, public or or instrumentality thereof.
private, when the terms and conditions of such gift, grant, (h) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to
donation, aid, or assistance require the application andthe contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this
disbursement of such moneys otherwise than for the generasection, including: The purposes for which debt may be
purposes of the state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paidcontracted; by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the mem-
into and received from retirement system funds, and perfor-bers elected to each house, the amount of debt which may be
mance bonds and deposits; (4) Moneys to be paid into anccontracted for any class of such purposes; the kinds of notes,
received from trust funds including but not limited to bonds, or other evidences of debt which may be issued by
moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes andhe state; and the manner by which the treasurer shall
the several permanent and irreducible funds of the state andletermine and advise the legislature, any appropriate agency,
the moneys derived therefrom but excluding bond redemp-officer, or instrumentality of the state as to the available debt
tion funds; (5) Proceeds received from the sale of bonds orcapacity within the limitation set forth in this section. The
other evidences of indebtedness. legislature may delegate to any state officer, agency, or

(d) In computing the amount required for payment of instrumentality any of its powers relating to the contracting,
principal and interest on outstanding debt under this sectionfunding or refunding of debt pursuant to this section except
debt shall be construed to mean borrowed money representeitis power to determine the amount and purposes for which
by bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness whichilebt may be contracted.
are secured by the full faith and credit of the state or are (i) The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state
required to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from general of Washington are pledged to the payment of the debt
state revenues and which are incurred by the state, angreated on behalf of the state pursuant to this section and the
department, authority, public corporation, or quasi public legislature shall provide by appropriation for the payment of
corporation of the state, any state university or college, orthe interest upon and installments of principal of all such
any other public agency created by the state but not bydebt as the same falls due, but in any event, any court of
counties, cities, towns, school districts, or other municipal record may compel such payment.
corporations, but shall not include obligations for the () Notwithstanding the limitations contained in subsec-
payment of current expenses of state government, nor shallion (b) of this section, the state may issue certificates of
it include debt hereafter incurred pursuant to section 3 of thisindebtedness in such sum or sums as may be necessary to
Article, obligations guaranteed as provided for in subsectionmeet temporary deficiencies of the treasury, to preserve the
(f) of this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or best interests of the state in the conduct of the various state
obligations issued to fund or refund the indebtedness of theinstitutions, departments, bureaus, and agencies during each
Washington state building authority. fiscal year; such certificates may be issued only to provide

(e) The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, at for appropriations already made by the legislature and such
or prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any existing certificates must be retired and the debt discharged other
debt or of any debt hereafter contracted pursuant to sectiorthan by refunding within twelve months after the date of
1, section 2, or section 3 of this Article, including any incurrence.
premium payable with respect thereto and interest thereon, (k) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and sold by
or fund or refund, at or prior to maturity, the whole or any the state of Washington pursuant to and in conformity with
part of any indebtedness incurred or authorized prior to thethis Article shall not be invalid for any irregularity or defect
effective date of this amendment by any entity of the type in the proceedings of the issuance or sale thereof and shall
described in subsection (g) of this section, including any be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide purchaser or
premium payable with respect thereto and any interestholder thereof.
thereon. Such funding or refunding shall not be deemed to
be contracting debt by the state. Art. 8 8 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW AU-

(f) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in subsec- THORIZED. Except the debt specified in sections one and
tion (b) of this section, the state may pledge its full faith, two of this Article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted by,
credit, and taxing power to guarantee the payment of anyor on behalf of this state, unless such debt shall be autho-
obligation payable from revenues received from any of therized by law for some single work or object to be distinctly
following sources: (1) Fees collected by the state as licensespecified therein. No such law shall take effect until it shall,
fees for motor vehicles; (2) Excise taxes collected by theat a general election, or a special election called for that
state on the sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle fuel; purpose, have been submitted to the people and have
and (3) Interest on the permanent common school fund:received a majority of all the votes cast for and against it at
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such election. [1971 House Joint Resolution No. 52, p 1836.bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the section or

Approved November 7, 1972.] sections, appropriation item or items to which he objects and
Prior amendment of Art8 § 3, seeAmendment 48. the reasons therefor; and the section or sections, appropria-
Art. 8 § 3 waslater amended by Amendment 92. tion item or items so objected to shall not take effect unless
passed over the governor’s objection, as hereinbefore
AMENDMENT 61 provided. The provisions of Article Il, section 12 insofar as

they are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. [1974
Senate Joint Resolution No. 140, p 806. Approved
November 5, 1974.]

The Constitution was amended by adding the following
new article and sections 1 and 2 thereof:

Article XXXI AMENDMENT 63
SEX EQUALITY — RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES Art. 6 § 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. All

persons of the age of eighteen years or over who are citizens
Art. 31 8§ 1 EQUALITY NOT DENIED BECAUSE OF of the United States and who have lived in the state, county,
SEX. Equality of rights and responsibility under the law and precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election
shall not be denied or abridged on account of sex. at which they offer to vote, except those disqualified by
Article VI, section 3 of this Constitution, shall be entitled to
Art. 31 § 2 ENFORCEMENT POWER OF LEGISLA- vote at all elections. [1974 Senate Joint Resolution No. 143,
TURE. The legislature shall have the power to enforce, by p 807. Approved November 5, 1974.]

appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. [1972 Prior amendment of Art6 § 1, seeAmendments 2 and 5.
House Joint Resolution No. 61, p 526. Approved November
AMENDMENT 64
7,1972]
The name of this article has been supplied by the reviser. Art. 782 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as
AMENDMENT 62 hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision

of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real

Art. 3 8§ 12 VETO POWER. Every act which shall and personal property by the state and all taxing districts
have passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a lawjow existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year
presented to the governor. If he approves, he shall sign itexceed one per centum of the true and fair value of such
but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that property in money:Provided, howevefThat nothing herein
house in which it shall have originated, which house shall shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or
enter the objections at large upon the journal and proceed tdor any port or public utility district. The term "taxing
reconsider. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the district" for the purposes of this section shall mean any
members present shall agree to pass the bill it shall be sentpolitical subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other
together with the objections, to the other house, by which it governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirdslevied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port
of the members present, it shall become a law; but in allor public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any
such cases the vote of both houses shall be determined bgpecific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith
the yeas and nays, and the names of the members voting famay be exceeded only
or against the bill shall be entered upon the journal of each (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors
governor within five days, Sundays excepted, after it shall bethereof voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax
presented to him, it shall become a law without his signa- submitted not more than twelve months prior to the date on
ture, unless the general adjournment shall prevent its returnyhich the proposed levy is to be made and not oftener than
in which case it shall become a law unless the governor,twice in such twelve month period, either at a special
within twenty days next after the adjournment, Sundays election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at
excepted, shall file such bill with his objections thereto, in which election the number of persons voting "yes" on the
the office of secretary of state, who shall lay the same beforeproposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number equal to
the legislature at its next session in like manner as if it hadforty per centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district
been returned by the governoProvided, That within at the last preceding general election when the number of
forty-five days next after the adjournment, Sundays exceptedglectors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per
the legislature may, upon petition by a two-thirds majority or centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the
more of the membership of each house, reconvene inlast preceding general election; or by a majority of at least
extraordinary session, not to exceed five days duration,three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition
solely to reconsider any bills vetoed. If any bill presented to levy when the number of electors voting on the proposi-
to the governor contain[s] several sections or appropriationtion exceeds forty percentum of the total votes cast in such
items, he may object to one or more sections or appropriataxing district in the last preceding general election:
tion items while approving other portions of the bill: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of this
Provided, That he may not object to less than an entire Constitution, any proposition pursuant to this subsection to
section, except that if the section contain[s] one or morelevy additional tax for the support of the common schools
appropriation items he may object to any such appropriationmay provide such support for a two year period;
item or items. In case of objection he shall append to the

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 90] (2004 Ed.)



Constitutional Amendments AMENDMENT 64

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by by or on behalf of any person in actual custody in their
law to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes,respective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibition and
for the sole purpose of making the required payments ofof habeas corpus may be issued and served on legal holidays
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issuedand nonjudicial days. [1977 Senate Joint Resolution No.
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement 0f113, p 1714. Approved November 8, 1977.]
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at least
three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition Art. 4 § 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The legisla-
to issue such bonds and to pay the principal and interesture shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be
thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of the limitation elected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties and
herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted notjurisdiction of justices of the peaceProvided, That such
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election heldjurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench upon
in the manner provided by law for bond elections in such the jurisdiction of superior or other courts of record, except
taxing district, at which election the total number of persons that justices of the peace may be made police justices of
voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty incorporated cities and towns. Justices of the peace shall
per centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxinghave original jurisdiction in cases where the demand or value
district at the last preceding general electidProvided, That of the property in controversy is less than three hundred
any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of its dollars or such greater sum, not to exceed three thousand
governing body to refund any general obligation bonds of dollars or as otherwise determined by law, as shall be
said district issued for capital purposes only, and to provideprescribed by the legislature. In incorporated cities or towns
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annualhaving more than five thousand inhabitants, the justices of
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, the peace shall receive such salary as may be provided by
And provided furtherThat the provisions of this section law, and shall receive no fees for their own use. [1977
shall also be subject to the limitations contained in Article Senate Joint Resolution No. 113, p 1714. Approved Novem-

VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; ber 8, 1977.]

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of Prior amendment of Art4 § 6 and § 10, seAmendment 28.
paying the principal or interest on general obligation bonds
outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of AMENDMENT 66

preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract
when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. [1975-'76
2nd ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 137, p 518. Approve

November 2,1976.] to correct abuses and prevent discrimination and extortion
Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendments 17, 55, and 59. in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs on the different
Art. 7 § 2 waslater amended by Amendments 79, 90, and 95. railroads and other common carriers in the state, and shall
AMENDMENT 65 enforce such laws by adequate penalties. A railroad and
transportation commission may be established and its powers
Art. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR COURTS. and duties fully defined by law. [1977 House Joint Resolu-
The superior court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases tion No. 55, p 1713. Approved November 8, 1977.]
in equity and in all cases at law which involve the title or
possession of real property, or the legality of any tax, AMENDMENT 67

impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in all other Art. 12 § 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBINA-
cases in which the demand or the value of the property inTIONS.BY CARRIERS. [Repealed by 1977 House Joint

controversy amounts to three thousand dollars or as othergagoiution No. 57 p 1714. Approved November 8, 1977.]
wise determined by law, or a lesser sum in excess of the B ' ’ '

jurisdiction granted to justices of the peace and other inferior AMENDMENT 68

courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in

all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; ~ Art. 2§12 SESSIONS, WHEN — DURATION. (1)

of actions of forcible entry and detainer; of proceedings in Regular Sessions. A regular session of the legislature shall
insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate a nuisance; of allbe convened each year. Regular sessions shall convene on
matters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of mar- such day and at such time as the legislature shall determine
riage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are nBYy statute. During each odd-numbered year, the regular
otherwise provided for. The superior court shall also have session shall not be more than one hundred five consecutive
original jurisdiction in all cases and of all proceedings in days. During each even-numbered year, the regular session
which jurisdiction shall not have been by law vested exclu- shall not be more than sixty consecutive days. o
sively in some other court; and said court shall have the  (2) Special Legislative Sessions. Special legislative
power of naturalization and to issue papers therefor. Theysessions may be convened for a period of not more than
shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases arising inthirty consecutive days by proclamation of the governor
justices’ and other inferior courts in their respective counties Pursuant to Article 111, section 7 of this Constitution.

as may be prescribed by law. They shall always be openSpecial legislative sessions may also be convened for a
except on nonjudicial days, and their process shall extend td?eriod of not more than thirty consecutive days by resolution
all parts of the state. Said courts and their judges shall haveof the legislature upon the affirmative vote in each house of
power to issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, two-thirds of the members elected or appointed thereto,
certiorari, prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus, on petition Which vote may be taken and resolution executed either

Art. 12 § 18 RATES FOR TRANSPORTATION. The
egislature may pass laws establishing reasonable rates of
harges for the transportation of passengers and freight, and
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while the legislature is in session or during any interim AMENDMENT 71
between sessions in accordance with such procedures as the - aicie 4 was amended by adding the following section:
legislature may provide by law or resolution. The resolution Art. 4 § 31 JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS

convening the legislature shall specify a purpose or PUrPOSEL- 5\ IMISSION — REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPENSION,

for the convening of a special session, and any specialyr RETIREMENT OF JUDGES OR JUSTICES. There
session convened by the resolution shall consider only, ;

0 th dshall be a judicial qualifications commission consisting of a
measures gérmane 1o the purpose or purposes expresse jlﬁ'dge selected by and from the court of appeals judges, a

the resolution, unless by resolution adopted during the; : : :
session upon the affirmative vote in each house of two-thirdsJUdge selected by and from the superior court judges, a judge

£ th b lected inted theret dditi elected by and from the district court judges, two persons
of the members elected or appointed Nereto, an additional ymiyeq to the practice of law in this state selected by the
purpose or purposes are expressed. The specification o,

: : tate bar association, and two persons who are not attorneys
purpose by the governor pursuant to Article 1ll, section 7 of P y

X o ; ! i h vernor an nfirm h nate.
this Constitution shall be considered by the legislature butappqllﬂteegubp%émeegc%jt r(r)1a3 c?ar?gure siip?gntd eo?ereﬁ:gve a
shall not be mandatory. ' '

(3) Committees of the Legislature. Standing and specianUdge or justice for violating a rule of judicial conduct and

’ : -~ 2 'may retire a judge or justice for disability which is perma-
committees of the legislature shall meet and conduct official nent or is likely to become permanent and which seriously

business pursuant to such rules as the legislature may adOphterferes with the performance of judicial duties. The office

. h . |
[Alggr%\zlébﬁltgyé?nﬁgpgtelgg'gt] Resolution No. 110, p 2286'of a judge or justice retired or removed by the supreme court

becomes vacant, and that person is ineligible for judicial

AMENDMENT 69 office until eligibility is reinstated by the supreme court.
The salary of a removed judge or justice shall cease.
Art. 2 § 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS HOLDING The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary

OFFICE IN THE STATE. No member of the legislature, when disciplinary action other than removal is taken. The
during the term for which he is elected, shall be appointed supreme court may not discipline or retire a judge or justice
or elected to any civil office in the state, which shall have until the judicial qualifications commission recommends after
been created during the term for which he was elected. Anynotice and hearing that action be taken and the supreme
member of the legislature who is appointed or elected to anycourt conducts a hearing, after notice, to review commission
civil office in the state, the emoluments of which have been proceedings and findings against a judge or justice.
increased during his legislative term of office, shall be The legislature shall provide for commissioners’ terms
compensated for the initial term of the civil office at the of office and compensation. The commission shall establish
level designated prior to the increase in emoluments. [197%ules of procedure for commission proceedings including due
Senate Joint Resolution No. 112, p 2287. Approved process and confidentiality of proceedings. [1980 Substitute
November 6, 1979.] House Joint Resolution No. 37, p 652. Approved November

4, 1980.]
AMENDMENT 70 Art. 4 § 31 waslater amended by Amendments 77 and 85.

Article 8 was amended by adding the following section: AMENDMENT 72

Art. 8 § 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSERVA-

TION. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this Art. 281 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE VEST-
Article, until January 1, 1990 any county, city, town, quasi ED. The legislative authority of the state of Washington
municipal corporation, municipal corporation, or political shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and
subdivision of the state which is engaged in the sale orhouse of representatives, which shall be called the legislature
distribution of energy may, as authorized by the legislature,of the state of Washington, but the people reserve to
use public moneys or credit derived from operating revenuesthemselves the power to propose bills, laws, and to enact or
from the sale of energy to assist the owners of residentialreject the same at the polls, independent of the legislature,
structures in financing the acquisition and installation of and also reserve power, at their own option, to approve or
materials and equipment for the conservation or morereject at the polls any act, item, section, or part of any bill,
efficient use of energy in such structures. Except as provid-act, or law passed by the legislature.

ed in section 7 of this Article, an appropriate charge back (a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is
shall be made for such extension of public moneys or creditthe initiative. Every such petition shall include the full text
and the same shall be a lien against the residential structuref the measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives to the
benefited. Except as to contracts entered into prior theretoegislature and initiatives to the people, the number of valid
this amendment to the state Constitution shall be null andsignatures of legal voters required shall be equal to eight
void as of January 1, 1990 and shall have no further force orpercent of the votes cast for the office of governor at the last
effect after that date. [1979 Substitute Senate Joint Resolugubernatorial election preceding the initial filing of the text
tion No. 120, p 2288. Approved November 6, 1979.] of the initiative measure with the secretary of state.

Art. 8 § 10 waslater amended by Amendments 82, 86, and 91. Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of
state not less than four months before the election at which
they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten days before
any regular session of the legislature. If filed at least four
months before the election at which they are to be voted
upon, he shall submit the same to the vote of the people at
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the said election. If such petitions are filed not less than tenreferendum. But such enactment may be amended or
days before any regular session of the legislature, he shaltepealed at any general regular or special election by direct
certify the results within forty days of the filing. If certifica- vote of the people thereon.

tion is not complete by the date that the legislature convenes, (d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or
he shall provisionally certify the measure pending final more items, sections, or parts of any act, law, or bill shall
certification of the measure. Such initiative measures, not delay the remainder of the measure from becoming
whether certified or provisionally certified, shall take operative. Referendum petitions against measures passed by
precedence over all other measures in the legislature excephe legislature shall be filed with the secretary of state not
appropriation bills and shall be either enacted or rejectedlater than ninety days after the final adjournment of the
without change or amendment by the legislature before thesession of the legislature which passed the measure on which
end of such regular session. If any such initiative measureghe referendum is demanded. The veto power of the
shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to thegovernor shall not extend to measures initiated by or referred
referendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred by theto the people. All elections on measures referred to the
legislature to the people for approval or rejection at the nextpeople of the state shall be had at the next succeeding
regular election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken regular general election following the filing of the measure
upon it by the legislature before the end of such regularwith the secretary of state, except when the legislature shall
session, the secretary of state shall submit it to the peopleorder a special election. Any measure initiated by the people
for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular generalor referred to the people as herein provided shall take effect
election. The legislature may reject any measure so pro-and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the
posed by initiative petition and propose a different one votes cast thereonProvided,That the vote cast upon such
dealing with the same subject, and in such event bothquestion or measure shall equal one-third of the total votes
measures shall be submitted by the secretary of state to theast at such election and not otherwise. Such measure shall
people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regularbe in operation on and after the thirtieth day after the
general election. When conflicting measures are submittecelection at which it is approved. The style of all bills
to the people the ballots shall be so printed that a voter camproposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it enacted by
express separately by making one cross (X) for each, twothe people of the State of Washington." This section shall
preferences, first, as between either measure and neither, ambt be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of
secondly, as between one and the other. If the majority ofthe right to introduce any measure. All such petitions shall
those voting on the first issue is for neither, both fail, but in be filed with the secretary of state, who shall be guided by
that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless ltiee general laws in submitting the same to the people until
carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on additional legislation shall especially provide therefor. This
the first issue is for either, then the measure receiving asection is self-executing, but legislation may be enacted
majority of the votes on the second issue shall be law. especially to facilitate its operation.

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the (e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any actof all laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitu-
bill, law, or any part thereof passed by the legislature, excepttion referred to the people with arguments for and against
such laws as may be necessary for the immediate preservahe laws and amendments so referred. The secretary of state
tion of the public peace, health or safety, support of the stateshall send one copy of the publication to each individual
government and its existing public institutions, either by place of residence in the state and shall make such additional
petition signed by the required percentage of the legal votersdistribution as he shall determine necessary to reasonably
or by the legislature as other bills are enactderovided, assure that each voter will have an opportunity to study the
That the legislature may not order a referendum on anymeasures prior to election. [1981 Substitute Senate Joint
initiative measure enacted by the legislature under theResolution No. 133, p 1796. Approved November 3, 1981.]
foregoing subsection (a). The number of valid signatures of Prior amendment of Ar2 § 1, seeAmendment 7.
registered voters required on a petition for referendum of an Addition of subsection (e) to Ar2 § 1, seeAmendment 36.
act of the legislature or any part thereof, shall be equal to or
exceeding four percent of the votes cast for the office of Art. 2 § 1(a). INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM,
governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding theSIGNATURES REQUIRED. [Stricken by 1981 Substitute
filing of the text of the referendum measure with the Senate Joint Resolution No. 133, p 1796. Approved

secretary of state. November 3, 1981.]

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take Adoption of Art 2 § 1(a), see Amendment 30.
effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the session
at which it was enacted. No act, law, or bill approved by a AMENDMENT 73

majority of the electors voting thereon shall be amended or
repealed by the legislature within a period of two years
following such enactmentProvided, That any such act, law,
or bill may be amended within two years after such
enactment at any regular or special session of the legislature
by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each
house with full compliance with section 12, Article Ill, of
the Washington Constitution, and no amendatory law
adopted in accordance with this provision shall be subject to

The Constitution was amended by adding the following
new article and section 1 thereof:

Article XXXII
SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING

Art. 32 8§ 1 SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING. The

legislature may enact laws authorizing the state, counties,
cities, towns, port districts, or public corporations established
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thereby to issue nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonreappoint one voting member to the commission by January
course revenue obligations and to apply the proceeds theredf5th of each year ending in one. By January 31st of each
in the manner and for the purposes heretofore or hereafteyear ending in one, the four appointed members, by an
authorized by law, subject to the following limitations: affirmative vote of at least three, shall appoint the remaining
(a) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecoursenember. The fifth member of the commission, who shall be
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall bexonvoting, shall act as its chairperson. If any appointing
payable only from money or other property received as aauthority fails to make the required appointment by the date
result of projects financed by the nonrecourse revenue bondgstablished by this subsection, within five days after that date
or other nonrecourse revenue obligations and from moneythe supreme court shall make the required appointment.
and other property received from private sources. (3) No elected official and no person elected to legisla-
(b) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecoursgive district, county, or state political party office may serve
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall nobn the commission. A commission member shall not have
be payable from or secured by any tax funds or governmen-been an elected official and shall not have been an elected
tal revenue or by all or part of the faith and credit of the legislative district, county, or state political party officer
state or any unit of local government. within two years of his or her appointment to the commis-
(c) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecoursesion. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to the
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section may beoffice of precinct committee person.
issued only if the issuer certifies that it reasonably believes (4) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the
that the interest paid on the bonds or obligations will be implementation of this section, to include additional qualifi-
exempt from income taxation by the federal government. cations for commissioners and additional standards to govern
(d) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecoursehe commission. The legislature shall appropriate funds to
revenue obligations may only be used to finance industrialenable the commission to carry out its duties.
development projects as defined in legislation. (5) Each district shall contain a population, excluding
(e) The state, counties, cities, towns, port districts, or nonresident military personnel, as nearly equal as practicable
public corporations established thereby, shall never exercis¢o the population of any other district. To the extent
their respective attributes of sovereignty, including but not reasonable, each district shall contain contiguous territory,
limited to, the power to tax, the power of eminent domain, shall be compact and convenient, and shall be separated
and the police power on behalf of any industrial develop- from adjoining districts by natural geographic barriers,
ment project authorized pursuant to this section. artificial barriers, or political subdivision boundaries. The
After the initial adoption of a law by the legislature commission’s plan shall not provide for a number of
authorizing the issuance of nonrecourse revenue bonds olegislative districts different than that established by the
other nonrecourse revenue obligations, no amendment tdegislature. The commission’s plan shall not be drawn
such act which expands the definition of industrial develop- purposely to favor or discriminate against any political party
ment project shall be valid unless the amendment is enactedr group.
by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the members elected to (6) The commission shall complete redistricting as soon
each house of the legislature and is subject to referendurmas possible following the federal decennial census, but no
petition. later than January 1st of each year ending in two. At least
Sections 5 and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article three of the voting members shall approve such a redistrict-
XIlI shall not be construed as a limitation upon the authority ing plan. If three of the voting members of the commission
granted by this section. The proceeds of revenue bonds anthil to approve a plan within the time limitations provided in
other revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section forithis subsection, the supreme court shall adopt a plan by April
the purpose of financing privately owned property or loans 30th of the year ending in two in conformance with the
to private persons or corporations shall be subject to audit bystandards set forth in subsection (5) of this section.
the state but shall not otherwise be deemed to be public  (7) The legislature may amend the redistricting plan but
money or public property for purposes of this Constitution. must do so by a two-thirds vote of the legislators elected or
This section is supplemental to and shall not be construed asppointed to each house of the legislature. Any amendment
a repeal of or limitation on any other authority lawfully must have passed both houses by the end of the thirtieth day
exercisable under the Constitution and laws of this state,of the first session convened after the commission has
including, among others, any existing authority to issue submitted its plan to the legislature. After that day, the plan,
revenue bonds. [1981 Substitute House Joint Resolution Nowith any legislative amendments, constitutes the state

7, p 1794. Approved November 3, 1981.] districting law.
The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. (8) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the
reconvening of a commission for the purpose of modifying
AMENDMENT 74 a districting law adopted under this section. Such reconven-

Article 2 was amended by adding the following section: ing requires a two-thirds vote of the legislators elected or
y " appointed to each house of the legislature. The commission

yeaﬁé&noﬁfgﬁﬁ EniD'ﬂ?:ﬂ:g‘s?c;rfls)r:;|‘]§2u§sr¥aﬁf”§ﬁgg toshall conform to the standards prescribed under subsection

. L - (5) of this section and any other standards or procedures that
girgr\glj%ifgtrrigg. redistricting of state legislative and congres the legislature may provide by law. At least three of the

(2) The commission shall be composed of five membersVOtim?l members shall approve such a modification. Any
to be selected as follows: The legislative leader of the two modification adopted by the commission may be amended by

largest political parties in each house of the legislature shall® two-thirds vote of the legislators elected and appointed to
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each house of the legislature. The state districting law shall The supreme court may censure, suspend, or remove a
include the modifications with amendments, if any. judge or justice for violating a rule of judicial conduct and
(9) The legislature shall prescribe by law the terms of may retire a judge or justice for disability which is perma-
commission members and the method of filling vacancies onnent or is likely to become permanent and which seriously
the commission. interferes with the performance of judicial duties. The office
(10) The supreme court has original jurisdiction to hear of a judge or justice retired or removed by the supreme court
and decide all cases involving congressional and legislativebecomes vacant, and that person is ineligible for judicial
redistricting. office until eligibility is reinstated by the supreme court.
(11) Legislative and congressional districts may not be The salary of a removed judge or justice shall cease.
changed or established except pursuant to this section. A  The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary
districting plan and any legislative amendments to the planwhen disciplinary action other than removal is taken. The
are not subject to Article 1, section 12 of this Constitution. supreme court may not discipline or retire a judge or justice
[1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 103, p 2202.until the commission on judicial conduct recommends after
Approved November 8, 1983.] notice and hearing that action be taken and the supreme
court conducts a hearing, after notice, to review commission
Art. 283 THECENSUS. [Repealed by 1983 Substi- proceedings and findings against a judge or justice.
tute Senate Joint Resolution No. 103, p 2202. Approved Whenever the commission receives a complaint against
November 8, 1983.] a judge or justice, it shall first conduct proceedings for the
purpose of determining whether sufficient reason exists for
Art. 27 8§ 13 REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. conducting a hearing or hearings to deal with the accusa-
[Repealed by 1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution Notions. These initial proceedings shall be confidential, unless

103, p 2202. Approved November 8, 1983.] confidentiality is waived by the judge or justice, but all
subsequent hearings conducted by the commission shall be
AMENDMENT 75 open to members of the public.
Art. 2081 MAY BE INVESTED AS AUTHORIZED Whenever the commission adopts a recommendation

that a judge or justice be removed, the judge or justice shall
be suspended immediately, with salary, from his or her
judicial position until a final determination is made by the

BY LAW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5, and
7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XIl or any other

section or article of the Constitution of the state of Washing-
ton, the moneys of any public pension or retirement fund or Supreme court.

industrial insurance trust fund may be invested as authorized , "€ 1€gislature shall provide for commissioners’ terms
by law. [1985 House Joint Resolution No. 12, p 2398. of office and compensation. The commission shall establish

rules of procedure for commission proceedings including due
App;%?gm'i::ri:f;r;’ ;ggi']see Amendment 49 process and confidentiality of proceedings. [1986 Senate
Art. 29 § 1 was later an']ended;) Amendment 93 ' Joint Resolution No. 136, p 1532. Approved November 4,
' y - 1986.]
AMENDMENT 76 Prior amendment of Art4 § 31, see Amendment 71.

) . . . Art. 4 § 31 waslater amended by Amendment 85.
Article 8 was amended by adding the following section:

Art. 8 § 11 AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY AS- AMENDMENT 78
SESSMENTS — DEVELOPMENT, PROMOTION, AND Art. 28 §1 SALARIES FOR LEGISLATORS,

HOSTING. The use of agricultural commodity assessmentsELECTED STATE OFFICIALS, AND JUDGES — INDE.

by agricultural commodity commissions in such manner as :
may be prescribed by the legislature for agricultural develop-PENDENT COMMISSION — REFERENDUM. Salaries
for members of the legislature, elected officials of the

ment or trade promotion and promotional hosting shall be X .
deemed a public use for a public purpose, and shall not beexec,unve branch of state government, and J_udges of the
deemed a gift within the provisions of section 5 of this state’s supreme court, court of appeals, superior courts, and

article. [1985 House Joint Resolution No. 42, p 2402. district courts shall be fixed by an independent commission

Approved November 5, 1985 created and directed by law to that purpose. No state
' ' official, public employee, or person required by law to
AMENDMENT 77 register with a state agency as a lobbyist, or immediate

family member of the official, employee, or lobbyist, may be
Art. 4 8 31 COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CON- a member of that commission.
DUCT — REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPENSION, OR As used in this section the phrase "immediate family"
RETIREMENT OF JUDGES OR JUSTICES — PROCEED- has the meaning that is defined by law.
INGS. There shall be a commission on judicial conduct Any change of salary shall be filed with the secretary of
consisting of a judge selected by and from the court of state and shall become law ninety days thereafter without
appeals judges, a judge selected by and from the superiogction of the legislature or governor, but shall be subject to
court judges, a judge selected by and from the district courtreferendum petition by the people, filed within the
judges, two persons admitted to the practice of law in this ninety-day period. Referendum measures under this section
state selected by the state bar association, and four personshall be submitted to the people at the next following general
who are not attorneys appointed by the governor andelection, and shall be otherwise governed by the provisions
confirmed by the senate. of this Constitution generally applicable to referendum
measures. The salaries fixed pursuant to this section shall
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supersede any other provision for the salaries of members oproposition to levy an additional tax to support the construc-
the legislature, elected officials of the executive branch of tion, modernization, or remodelling of school facilities may
state government, and judges of the state’s supreme couriprovide such support for a period not exceeding six years;
court of appeals, superior courts, and district courts. The (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law
salaries for such officials in effect on January 12, 1987, shallto issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the
remain in effect until changed pursuant to this section. sole purpose of making the required payments of principal
After the initial adoption of a law by the legislature and interest on general obligation bonds issued solely for
creating the independent commission, no amendment to suchapital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,
act which alters the composition of the commission shall bewhen authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths
valid unless the amendment is enacted by a favorable votef the electors thereof voting on the proposition to issue such
of two-thirds of the members elected to each house of thebonds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an
legislature and is subject to referendum petition. annual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided
The provisions of section 14 of Article 1V, sections 14, during the term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than
16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22 of Article Ill, and section 23 of twice in any calendar year, at an election held in the manner
Article I, insofar as they are inconsistent herewith, are provided by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at
hereby superseded. The provisions of section 1 of Article Il which election the total number of persons voting on the
relating to referendum procedures, insofar as they areproposition shall constitute not less than forty per centum of
inconsistent herewith, are hereby superseded with regard téhe total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the
the salaries governed by this section. [1986 Substitutelast preceding general electionProvided, That any such
House Joint Resolution No. 49, p 1529. Approved taxing district shall have the right by vote of its governing

November 4, 1986.] body to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
Prior amendment of Art. 28 § 1, see Amendment 20. issued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the
interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual levies in

AMENDMENT 79 excess of the tax limitation provided for herefimd provid-

Art. 7§ 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as ed further, That the provisions of this section shall also be

hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision SUPIECt t0 the limitations contained in Article VIII, Section

of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real 6, of th'; Ct?]nSt':utt'on’ taxing district for th f
and personal property by the state and all taxing districts .(C) y e state or any taxing district 1or the purpose o

now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any yearP2Ying the principal or interest on general obligation bonds
exceed one per centum of the true and fair value of suchPutstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of
property in money: Provided, howeverThat nothing herein preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract
shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by 0rv|_\|/hen (?er_etr(;d SOI ttc_) dObe §5C0u1ré39(; 'i\St resog.N[1986
for any port or public utility district. The term "taxing | OUS€ JoINt Resolution No. 55, p - Approved Novem-

district” for the purposes of this section shall mean any ber 4, 1986.]

political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendments 17, 55, 59, and 64.
governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have Art. 7 § 2 waslater amended by Amendments 90 and 95.

levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port AMENDMENT 80

or public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any

specific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith Art. 4 8 7 EXCHANGE OF JUDGES — JUDGE PRO
may be exceeded only TEMPORE. The judge of any superior court may hold a

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized superior court in any county at the request of the judge of
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the electors the superior court thereof, and upon the request of the
thereof voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax governor it shall be his duty to do so. A case in the superior
submitted not more than twelve months prior to the date oncourt may be tried by a judge, pro tempore, who must be a
which the proposed levy is to be made and not oftener thanmember of the bar, agreed upon in writing by the parties
twice in such twelve month period, either at a special litigant, or their attorneys of record, approved by the court
election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at and sworn to try the case. However, if a previously elected
which election the number of persons voting "yes" on the judge of the superior court retires leaving a pending case in
proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number equal to which the judge has made discretionary rulings, the judge is
forty per centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district entitled to hear the pending case as a judge pro tempore
at the last preceding general election when the number ofwithout any written agreement. [1987 Senate Joint Resolu-
electors voting on the proposition does not exceed forty pertion No. 8207, p 2815. Approved November 3, 1987.]
centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the Art. 4 § 7 waslater amended by Amendment 94.
last preceding general election; or by a majority of at least
three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition AMENDMENT 81

to levy when the number of electors voting on the proposi- .
tion exceeds forty percentum of the total votes cast in such Art. 781 TAXATION. The power of taxation shall
never be suspended, surrendered or contracted away. All

taxing district in the last preceding general election: taxes shall be uniform uoon the same class of propert
Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of this .. - © unitorm up . > Of property
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax

Constitution, any proposition pursuant to this subsection to_ "\ o' o8 e o d COllected for public purposes only.

levy additional tax for the support of the common schools ,. " . ;
may provide such support for a two year period and anyThe word "property" as used herein shall mean and include
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everything, whether tangible or intangible, subject to be established by law, shall be appointed by the governor, by
ownership. All real estate shall constitute one class: and with the advice and consent of the senate; and upon all
Provided, That the legislature may tax mines and mineral nominations made by the governor, the question shall be
resources and lands devoted to reforestation by either a yieldaken by ayes and noes, and entered upon the journal. [1988
tax or an ad valorem tax at such rate as it may fix, or by House Joint Resolution No. 4231, p 1553. Approved
both. Such property as the legislature may by general lawsNovember 8, 1988.]

provide shall be exempt from taxation. Property of the

United States and of the state, counties, school districts and AMENDMENT 84

other municipal corporations, and credits secured by property Art. 1§ 35 VICTIMS OF CRIMES — RIGHTS.

a;:tuall;r/] taxed mtthls staﬁeé not excec—idfmg mtvalutg the ‘_’I_arllueEffective law enforcement depends on cooperation from
of such property, shall be exempt from taxation. € victims of crime. To ensure victims a meaningful role in the
legislature shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to

i | v 10 th t of th th drcriminal justice system and to accord them due dignity and
exempt personal property to the amount of thrée thousanGegpact "victims of crime are hereby granted the following

($3,000.00) dollars for each head of a family liable to asi
assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws o?
this state of which the individual is the actual bona fide

¢ and fundamental rights.
Upon notifying the prosecuting attorney, a victim of a
. . crime charged as a felony shall have the right to be informed
owner. [1988 House Joint Resolution No. 4222, p 1551. of and, subject to the discretion of the individual presiding
APP“’YEO' November 8, 1988 ] over the trial or court proceedings, attend trial and all other
Prior amendment to Ar7 § 1, seeAmendment 14. court proceedings the defendant has the right to attend, and
AMENDMENT 82 to make a statement at sentencing and at any proceeding
where the defendant’s release is considered, subject to the
Art. 8 8§ 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSERVA-  same rules of procedure which govern the defendant’s rights.
TION. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this In the event the victim is deceased, incompetent, a minor, or
Article, any county, city, town, quasi municipal corporation, otherwise unavailable, the prosecuting attorney may identify
municipal corporation, or political subdivision of the state a representative to appear to exercise the victim’s rights.
which is engaged in the sale or distribution of energy may, This provision shall not constitute a basis for error in favor
as authorized by the legislature, use public moneys or crediof a defendant in a criminal proceeding nor a basis for
derived from operating revenues from the sale of energy toproviding a victim or the victim’s representative with court
assist the owners of structures or equipment in financing theappointed counsel. [1989 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8200,
acquisition and installation of materials and equipment for p 2999. Approved November 7, 1989.]
the conservation or more efficient use of energy in such
structures or equipment. Except as provided in section 7 of AMENDMENT 85

this Article, an appropriate charge back shall be made for Art. 4§ 31 COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CON-
such extension of public moneys or credit and the same shaly ;T (1) There shall be a commission on judicial con-
be a lien against the structure benefited or a security interes existing as an independent agency of the judicial
in the equipment benefited. Any financing authorized by yyaneh “and consisting of a judge selected by and from the
th|_s e_lrt|cle shall only be used for conservation purposes in.q o’f appeals judges, a judge selected by and from the
existing structures and shall not be used for any purposé;perior court judges, a judge selected by and from the
which results in a conversion from one energy source t0gigyrict court judges, two persons admitted to the practice of
another. [1988 House Joint Resolution No. 4223, p 1552. 5,y in this state selected by the state bar association, and six
Approved November 8, 1988 ] persons who are not attorneys appointed by the governor.

Prior amendment to Art8 § 10, see Amendment 70. (2) Whenever the commission receives a complaint
Art. 8 § 10 waslater amended by Amendments 86 and 91. against a judge or justice, or otherwise has reason to believe
AMENDMENT 83 that a judge or justice should be admonished, reprimanded,

censured, suspended, removed, or retired, the commission
Art. 6 § 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED. All persons shall first investigate the complaint or belief and then
convicted of infamous crime unless restored to their civil conduct initial proceedings for the purpose of determining
rights and all persons while they are judicially declared Whether probable cause exists for conducting a public
mentally incompetent are excluded from the elective fran- hearing or hearings to deal with the complaint or belief. The
chise. investigation and initial proceedings shall be confidential.
Upon beginning an initial proceeding, the commission shall
Art. 1381 EDUCATIONAL, REFORMATORY, notify the judge or justice of the existence of and basis for
AND PENAL INSTITUTIONS. Educational, reformatory, the initial proceeding.
and penal institutions; those for the benefit of youth who are (3) Whenever the commission concludes, based on an
blind or deaf or otherwise disabled; for persons who areinitial proceeding, that there is probable cause to believe that
mentally ill or developmentally disabled; and such other @ judge or justice has violated a rule of judicial conduct or
institutions as the public good may require, shall be fosteredthat the judge or justice suffers from a disability which is
and supported by the state, subject to such regulations apermanent or likely to become permanent and which
may be provided by law. The regents, trustees, or commis-seriously interferes with the performance of judicial duties,
sioners of all such institutions existing at the time of the the commission shall conduct a public hearing or hearings
adoption of this Constitution, and of such as shall thereafterand shall make public all those records of the initial proceed-
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ing that provide the basis for its conclusion. If the commis- Joint Resolution No. 8202, p 3000. Approved November 7,
sion concludes that there is not probable cause, it shall notify1989.]

the judge or justice of its conclusion. Prior amendment of Art4 § 31, see Amendments 71 and 77.
(4) Upon the completion of the hearing or hearings, the
commission in open session shall either dismiss the case, or AMENDMENT 86

shall admonish, reprimand, or censure the judge or justice,

) L Art. 8 8 10 ENERGY AND WATER CONSERVA-
or shall censure the judge or justice and recommend to ther, 5\ ASSISTANCE.  Notwithstanding the provisions of
supreme court the suspension or removal of the judge or, :

justice, or shall recommend to the supreme court thesection 7 of this Article, any county, city, town, guasi
Jus ’ . L premt municipal corporation, municipal corporation, or political
retirement of the judge or justice. The commission may note 1, 4ivision of the state which is engaged in the sale or
recommend suspension or removal unless it censures thg i vion of water or energy may, as authorized by the
judge orjuztlc_e for_trme V|0Iat|o_n SEerving as the ba5|sdfor the legislature, use public moneys or credit derived from
recommendation. e commission may recommend retire- : K :
ment of a judge o justice for a disability which is permanent operating revenues from the sale of water or energy to assist

. - : . the owners of structures or equipment in financing the
or likely to become permanent and which seriously interferes . isition and installation of materials and equipment for
with the performance of judicial duties.

(5) Upon the recommendation of the commission, the the conservation or more efficient use of water or energy in
supreme court may suspend, remove, or retire a judge 0such structures or equipment. Except as provided in section

N \ ; L . 7 of this Article, an appropriate charge back shall be made
justice. The office of a judge or justice retired or removed ¢ "o\ b aviension ofpppubIF?c moneys%r credit and the same

.by t.h'e supreme court becom_es Y?C?‘.”tua”d. that person '2hall be a lien against the structure benefited or a security
ineligible for judicial office until eligibility is reinstated by interest in the equipment benefited. Any financing for

the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or justice ; ; - :
shall cease. The supreme court shall specify the effect uponenergy conservation authorized by this article shall only be

salary when it suspends a judge or justice. The suprem used for conservation purposes in existing structures and

: : PreM&hall not be used for any purpose which results in a conver-
court may not suspend, remove, or retire a judge or justice

until the commission, after notice and hearing, recommend sion from one energy source to another. [1989 Senate Joint

that action be taken, and the supreme court conducts}R;;QOiunon No. 8210, p 3003. Approved November 7,

hearing, after notice, to review commission proceedings an

findings against the judge or justice. Prior amendment of Art8 § 10, see Amendments 70 and 82.

(6) Within thirty days after the commission admonishes, A" 8 8 10 waslater amended by Amendment 91.
reprimands, or censures a judge or justice, the judge or AMENDMENT 87
justice shall have a right of appeal de novo to the supreme
court. Art. 4 8 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR COURTS.

(7) Any matter before the commission or supreme court Superior courts and district courts have concurrent jurisdic-
may be disposed of by a stipulation entered into in a publiction in cases in equity. The superior court shall have
proceeding. The stipulation shall be signed by the judge ororiginal jurisdiction in all cases at law which involve the title
justice and the commission or court. The stipulation may or possession of real property, or the legality of any tax,
impose any terms and conditions deemed appropriate by thémpost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in all other
commission or court. A stipulation shall set forth all cases in which the demand or the value of the property in
material facts relating to the proceeding and the conduct ofcontroversy amounts to three thousand dollars or as
the judge or justice. otherwise determined by law, or a lesser sum in excess of

(8) Whenever the commission adopts a recommendatiorthe jurisdiction granted to justices of the peace and other
that a judge or justice be removed, the judge or justice shallinferior courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to felony,
be suspended immediately, with salary, from his or herand in all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for
judicial position until a final determination is made by the by law; of actions of forcible entry and detainer; of
supreme court. proceedings in insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate a

(9) The legislature shall provide for commissioners’ nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, and for
terms of office and compensation. The commission shallannulment of marriage; and for such special cases and
employ one or more investigative officers with appropriate proceedings as are not otherwise provided for. The superior
professional training and experience. The investigativecourt shall also have original jurisdiction in all cases and of
officers of the commission shall report directly to the all proceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by
commission. The commission shall also employ suchlaw vested exclusively in some other court; and said court
administrative or other staff as are necessary to manage thehall have the power of naturalization and to issue papers
affairs of the commission. therefor. They shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases

(10) The commission shall, to the extent that compliancearising in justices’ and other inferior courts in their
does not conflict with this section, comply with laws of respective counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall
general applicability to state agencies with respect toalways be open, except on nonjudicial days, and their
rule-making procedures, and with respect to public notice of process shall extend to all parts of the state. Said courts and
and attendance at commission proceedings other than initiatheir judges shall have power to issue writs of mandamus,
proceedings. The commission shall establish rules ofquo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and writs of
procedure for commission proceedings including due procesdiabeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any person in
and confidentiality of proceedings. [1989 Substitute Senateactual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions and
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writs of prohibition and of habeas corpus may be issued andshall take place at the next succeeding general election, and
served on legal holidays and nonjudicial days. [1993 Housethe judge so elected shall hold the office for the remainder
Joint Resolution No. 4201, p 3063. Approved November 2, of the unexpired term. The term of office of the judges of

1993] the supreme court, first elected, shall commence as soon as
Prior amendment of Art4 § 6, seeAmendments 28 and 65. the state shall have been admitted into the Union, and
continue for the term herein provided, and until their
AMENDMENT 88 successors are elected and qualified. The sessions of the

supreme court shall be held at the seat of government until

; ; - : otherwise provided by lawAMENDMENT 89, 1995
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentlment,Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 8210, p 2905,

belief and worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual,
and no one shall be molested or disturbed in person OIApproved November 7, 1995 ]
property on account of religion; but the liberty of conscience AMENDMENT 90
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace  Art. 7 8§ 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as
and safety of the state. No public money or property shall hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision
be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real
exercise or instruction, or the support of any religious and personal property by the state and all taxing districts
establishment: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That this article now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year
shall not be so construed as to forbid the employment by theexceed one percent of the true and fair value of such
state of a chaplain for such of the state custodial, correction-property in money:Provided, howeverThat nothing herein
al, and mental institutions, or by a county’s or public shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or
hospital district’s hospital, health care facility, or hospice, as for any port or public utility district. The term "taxing
in the discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No district" for the purposes of this section shall mean any
religious qualification shall be required for any public office political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other
or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as agovernmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have
witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters oflevied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port
religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice touching or public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any
his religious belief to affect the weight of his testimony. specific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith
[1993 House Joint Resolution No. 4200. Approved Novem- may be exceeded only as follows:
ber 2, 1993.] (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized
Prior amendment of Artl § 11, see Amendments 4, 34, and 88. so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of
the taxing district voting on the proposition to levy such
AMENDMENT 89 additional tax submitted not more than twelve months prior

to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and
COUAthf ‘A]'U§D3GE§LE%E%;£§5JE eR_l,\{IJirSnﬁ eSCLéEE Er'\w/lalﬁ benot oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at

elected by the qualified electors of the state at large at the? special election or at the regular election of such taxing

general state election at the times and places at which staig'smd’ at which election the number of voters voting "yes

. : : n the proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number
officers are elected, unless some other time be provided b L
the legislature. The first election of judges of thg Supremeequal to forty percent of the total number of voters voting in

court shall be at the election which shall be held upon theSUCh taxing district at the last _precedmg general_electlon
when the number of voters voting on the proposition does

adoption of this Constitution and the judges elected thereatn ,
s . : ot exceed forty percent of the total number of voters voting
shall be classified by lot, so that two shall hold their office in such taxing district in the last preceding general election;

for the term of three years, two for the term of five years, N~ )
and one for the term of seven years. The lot shall be drawn by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the

by the judges who shall for that purpose assemble at the Sefxmg district voting on the proposition to levy when the

Art. 1811 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute

of government, and they shall cause the result thereof to b umber of voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty

certified to the secretary of state, and filed in his office. The : ercent of the number of voters voting' in such taxing district
supreme court shall select a chief justice from its own in the last preceding general electiofrovided, Ihat

: twithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, any
membership to serve for a four-year term at the pleasure of ° e . . o
a majority oF:‘ the court as prescr)i/bed by supremepcourt rule proposition pursuant to this subsection to levy additional tax

The chief justice shall preside at all sessions of the supremd®’ M€ sfupport of thef commfon schools may provide such
court. In case of the absence of the chief justice, theSupportfora period of up to four years and any proposition

majority of the remaining court shall select one of their to levy an additional tax to support the construction,

members to serve as acting chief justice. After the first modernization, or remodelling of school facilities may

- - . provide such support for a period not exceeding six years;
election the terms of judges elected shall be six years from (b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law

and after the second Monday in January next succeequo issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the

their election. If a vacancy occur in the office of a judge of ; : o
the supreme court the governor shall only appoint a personSOIe purpose of making the required payments of principal

to ensure the number of judges as specified by theand interest on general obligation bonds issued solely for
legislature, to hold the office until the election and capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipment,

e ; . ; : when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths
qualification of a judge to fill the vacancy, which election of the voters of the taxing district voting on the proposition
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to issue such bonds and to pay the principal and interesmore than nine percent of the arithmetic mean of its general
thereon by annual tax levies in excess of the limitation state revenues for the three immediately preceding fiscal
herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted notyears as certified by the treasurer. The term "fiscal year"
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election heldmeans that period of time commencing July 1 of any year
in the manner provided by law for bond elections in such and ending on June 30 of the following year.
taxing district, at which election the total number of voters (c) The term "general state revenues" when used in this
voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty section, shall include all state money received in the treasury
percent of the total number of voters voting in such taxing from each and every source whatsoever except: (1) Fees and
district at the last preceding general electiorProvided, revenues derived from the ownership or operation of any
That any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of undertaking, facility, or project; (2) Moneys received as
its governing body to refund any general obligation bonds of gifts, grants, donations, aid, or assistance or otherwise from
said district issued for capital purposes only, and to providethe United States or any department, bureau, or corporation
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annualthereof, or any person, firm, or corporation, public or
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, private, when the terms and conditions of such gift, grant,
And provided furtherThat the provisions of this section donation, aid, or assistance require the application and
shall also be subject to the limitations contained in Article disbursement of such moneys otherwise than for the general
VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; purposes of the state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paid
(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of into and received from retirement system funds, and
preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract performance bonds and deposits; (4) Moneys to be paid into
when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. and received from trust funds including but not limited to
[AMENDMENT 90, 1997 House Joint Resolution No. 4208, moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes and

p 3063. Approved November 4, 1997.] the several permanent and irreducible funds of the state and
Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendments 17, 55, 59, 64, and the moneys derived therefrom but excluding bond

79. redemption funds; (5) Proceeds received from the sale of
Art. 7 § 2 waslater amended by Amendment 95. bonds or other evidences of indebtedness.

(d) In computing the amount required for payment of
AMENDMENT 91 principal and interest on outstanding debt under this section,

Art. 8 § 10 ENERGY, WATER, OR STORMWATER debt shall be construed to mean borrowed money represented
OR SEWER SERVICES CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE. by bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness which
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this Article, @€ Secured by the full faith and credit of the state or are
any county, city, town, quasi municipal corporation, required to be repaid, directly or indirectly, from general
municipal corporation, or political subdivision of the state Staté revenues and which are incurred by the state, any
which is engaged in the sale or distribution of water, energy, d&Partment, authority, public corporation, or quasi public
or stormwater or sewer services may, as authorized by th&orporation of the state, any state university or college, or
legislature, use public moneys or credit derived from &Ny Other public agency created by the state but not by
operating revenues from the sale of water, energy, orcounties, cities, towns, schoo'l districts, or other municipal
stormwater or sewer services to assist the owners ofcorporations, but shall not include obligations for the
structures or equipment in financing the acquisition and Pa&yment of current expenses of state government, nor shall
installation of materials and equipment for the conservationit include debt hereafter incurred pursuant to section 3 of this
or more efficient use of water, energy, or stormwater or article, o'bllgathns gugirapteed as prowdgd_ for_ln subsection
sewer services in such structures or equipment. Except a&9) Of this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or
provided in section 7 of this Article, an appropriate charge 0Pligations issued to fund or refund the indebtedness of the
back shall be made for such extension of public moneys or¥/ashington state building authority. . .
credit and the same shall be a lien against the structure  (€) The state may pledge the full faith, credit, and taxing
benefited or a security interest in the equipment benefited.POWer Of the state to guarantee the voter approved general
Any financing for energy conservation authorized by this obllgat|on.debt of school districts in the manner authorized
article shall only be used for conservation purposes inPY the legislature. Any such guarantee does not remove the
existing structures and shall not be used for any purposef€bt obligation of the school district and is not state debt.
which results in a conversion from one energy source to () The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, at

another. AMENDMENT 91, 1997 House Joint Resolution OF Prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any existing
No. 4209, p 3065. Approved November 4, 1997.] debt or of any debt hereafter contracted pursuant to section

1, section 2, or section 3 of this article, including any
premium payable with respect thereto and interest thereon,
AMENDMENT 92 or fund or refund, at or prior to maturity, the whole or any
part of any indebtedness incurred or authorized prior to the
Art. 881 STATE DEBT. (a) The state may contract effective date of this amendment by any entity of the type
debt, the principal of which shall be paid and discharged described in subsection (h) of this section, including any
within thirty years from th;a time of contracting thereof, in premium payable with respect thereto and any interest
the manner set forth herein. thereon. Such funding or refunding shall not be deemed to
(b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall nope contracting debt by the state.
exceed that amount for which payments of principal and  (g) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in
interest in any fiscal year would require the state to expendsubsection (b) of this section, the state may pledge its full

Prior amendment of Art8 § 10, see Amendments 70, 82, and 86.
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faith, credit, and taxing power to guarantee the payment of AMENDMENT 93
any obligation payable from revenues received from any of Art. 2081 MAY BE INVESTED AS AUTHORIZED

t_he following sources: (1) Fees collgcted by the state aSgy | AW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5, and
license fees for motor vehlcl_es; .(2) Excise taxes collecteql by7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XII or any other
the state on the sale, distribution or use of motor vehlcleSection or article of the Constitution of the state of
fuel; and (3) Interest on the permanent common school fund:W . : . :
> . . : ashington, the moneys of an blic pension or retirement
Provided, That the legislature shall, at all times, provide g A Y publiC pensi I

ficient f h i th e Ifund, industrial insurance trust fund, or fund held in trust for
sulficient revenues from such sources to pay the prinCipaly,q penefit of persons with developmental disabilities may be

and interest due on all obligations for which said source Ofinvested as authorized by lawAJMIENDMENT 93, 2000

revenue is pledged. : .
(h) No money shall be paid from funds in custody of ﬁgc:;ebg;);r?tzgga?lutlon No. 8214, p 1919. Approved

the treasurer with respect to any debt contracted after the
effective date of this amendment by the Washington state
building authority, the capitol committee, or any similar AMENDMENT 94
entity existing or operating for similar purposes pursuant to
which such entity undertakes to finance or provide a facility Art. 48 7 EXCHANGE OF JUDGES — JUDGE PRO
for use or occupancy by the state or any agency, departmenff EMPORE. The judge of any superior court may hold a
or instrumentality thereof. superior court in any county at the request of the judge of
(i) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to the superior court thereof, and upon the request of the
the contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this governor it shall be his or her duty to do so. A case in the
section, including: The purposes for which debt may be superior court may be tried by a judge pro tempore either
contracted; by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the with the agreement of the parties if the judge pro tempore is
members elected to each house, the amount of debt whicl® member of the bar, is agreed upon in writing by the parties
may be contracted for any class of such purposes; the kindditigant or their attorneys of record, and is approved by the
of notes, bonds, or other evidences of debt which may becourt and sworn to try the case; or without the agreement of
issued by the state; and the manner by which the treasurethe parties if the judge pro tempore is a sitting elected judge
shall determine and advise the legislature, any appropriatédnd is acting as a judge pro tempore pursuant to supreme
agency, officer, or instrumentality of the state as to the court rule. The supreme court rule must require assignments
available debt capacity within the limitation set forth in this of judges pro tempore based on the judges’ experience and
section. The legislature may delegate to any state officer must provide for the right, exercisable once during a case, to
agency, or instrumentality any of its powers relating to the a change of judge pro tempore. Such right shall be in
contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant to this addition to any other right provided by law. However, if a
section except its power to determine the amount andpreviously elected judge of the superior court retires leaving
purposes for which debt may be contracted. a pending case in which the judge has made discretionary
() The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state rulings, the judge is entitled to hear the pending case as a
of Washington are pledged to the payment of the debtjudge pro tempore without any written agreement.
created on behalf of the state pursuant to this section and thtAMENDMENT 94, 2001 Engrossed Senate Joint
legislature shall provide by appropriation for the payment of Resolution No. 8208, p 2327. Approved November 6,
the interest upon and installments of principal of all such 2001.]
debt as the same falls due, but in any event, any court of
record may compel such payment. AMENDMENT 95

(k) Notwithstanding the limitations contained in Art. 7§ 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as
subsection (b) of this section, the state may issue certificate,greinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision
of indebtedness in such sum or sums as may be necessary {& this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real
meet temporary deﬁmencu_as of the treasury, to preserve theyng personal property by the state and all taxing districts
best interests of the state in the conduct of the various statg, g,y existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year
institutions, departments, bureaus, and agencies during eaclyceed one percent of the true and fair value of such

fiscal year; such certificates may be issued only to prOVideproperty in money: Provided, howeverThat nothing herein
for appropriations already made by the legislature and suchspa|| prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or
certificates must be retired and the debt discharged otheg,, any port or public utility district. The term "taxing
than by refunding within twelve months after the date of yjstrict" for the purposes of this section shall mean any
Incurrence. _ . political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other
() Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and _SOld_bygovernmental agency authorized by law to levy, or have
the state of Washington pursuant to and in conformity with |eyied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port
this article shall not be invalid for any irregularity or defect public utility district. Such aggregate limitation or any

in the proceedings of the issuance or sale thereof and shaliyecific limitation imposed by law in conformity therewith
be incontestable in the hands of a bona fide purchaser Oknay be exceeded only as follows:

Prior amendment of Art. 29 § 1, see Amendments 49 and 75.

holder thereof. AMENDMENT 92, 1999 Senate Joint (a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized
Resolution No. 8206, p 2387. Approved November 2, 1999.] 5 tg do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of
Prior amendment of Art8 § 1, seeAmendment 60. the taxing district voting on the proposition to levy such

additional tax submitted not more than twelve months prior
to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and
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not oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either atlegislative district, county, or county commissioner or
a special election or at the regular election of such taxingcouncil district and the same political party as the legislator
district, at which election the number of voters voting "yes" or partisan county elective officer whose office has been
on the proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a number vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be
equal to forty percent of the total number of voters voting in nominated by the county central committee of that party, and
such taxing district at the last preceding general electionin case a majority of the members of the county legislative
when the number of voters voting on the proposition doesauthority do not agree upon the appointment within sixty
not exceed forty percent of the total number of voters voting days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within
in such taxing district in the last preceding general election; thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nominees provided
or by a majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the for herein, appoint a person who shall be from the same
taxing district voting on the proposition to levy when the legislative district, county, or county commissioner or
number of voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty council district and of the same political party as the
percent of the number of voters voting in such taxing district legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has
in the last preceding general electioProvided, That been vacated, and the person so appointed shall hold office
notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, any until his or her successor is elected at the next general
proposition pursuant to this subsection to levy additional tax election, and has qualifiedProvided That in case of a
for the support of the common schools or fire protection vacancy occurring after the general election in a year that the
districts may provide such support for a period of up to four office appears on the ballot and before the start of the next
years and any proposition to levy an additional tax to term, the term of the successor who is of the same party as
support the construction, modernization, or remodelling of the incumbent may commence once he or she has qualified
school facilities or fire facilities may provide such support and shall continue through the term for which he or she was
for a period not exceeding six years; elected: Provided, That in case of a vacancy occurring in
(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law the office of joint senator, or joint representative, the
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for thevacancy shall be filled from a list of three nominees selected
sole purpose of making the required payments of principalby the state central committee, by appointment by the joint
and interest on general obligation bonds issued solely foraction of the boards of county legislative authorities of the
capital purposes, other than the replacement of equipmentgounties composing the joint senatorial or joint representative
when authorized so to do by majority of at least three-fifths district, the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be
of the voters of the taxing district voting on the proposition from the same legislative district and of the same political
to issue such bonds and to pay the principal and interesparty as the legislator whose office has been vacated, and in
thereon by annual tax levies in excess of the limitation case a majority of the members of the county legislative
herein provided during the term of such bonds, submitted notauthority do not agree upon the appointment within sixty
oftener than twice in any calendar year, at an election helddays after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within
in the manner provided by law for bond elections in such thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nominees provided
taxing district, at which election the total number of voters for herein, appoint a person who shall be from the same
voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty legislative district and of the same political party as the
percent of the total number of voters voting in such taxing legislator whose office has been vacateAMENDMENT
district at the last preceding general electidProvided, That 96,2003 House Joint Resolution No. 4206, p 2819.
any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of its Approved November 4, 2003.]
governing body to refund any general obligation bonds of Prior amendment of Ar2 § 15, see Amendments 13, 32, and 52.
said district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual (C) INDEX TO STATE CONSTITUTION
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein,

And provided furtherThat the provisions of this section A, Sec.
shall also be subject to the limitations contained in Article Absconding debtors
VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; Imprisonment. ... ........ .. 1 17

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of

preventing the impairment of the obligation of a contract Absence

Of citizen not affecting residence, for

when ordered so to do by a court of_Iast resort. purpose of voting and eligibility to office. ... 6 4
[AMENDMENT 95, 2002 House Joint Resolution No. 4220,  Of judicial officer . . .. ................... 4 8
p 2203. Approved November 5, 2002.]
. Acceptance

Prior amendment of Art7 § 2, seeAmendments 17, 55, 59, 64, 79, Of certain federal or foreign offices vacates

and 90. seatinlegislature. . ................... 2 14
AMENDMENT 96 Accused
Rights in criminal tions. ... ... ... 1 22

Art. 2§ 15 VACANIES IN LEGISLATURE AND IN Rights of, on removal from office by

PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE. Such legislature. . . ... .. 4 9

vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or

in any partisan county elective office shall be filled by Actions

. . . . Againstthestate.. .. .................... 2 26
appointment by the county legislative authority of the county By and against corporations. . . . . . . ........ 12 5
in which the vacancy occursProvided, That the person Not affected by change in government. . . . . . . 27 1
appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same Transfer from territorial to state court. . ... ... 27 58,10
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Adjournment of legislature
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Alienation of franchise

Corporate liabilities not relieved by. . . . ... ... 12 8
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Ownership of lands prohibited, exceptions
(Repealed by Amendment 42) .. ......... 2 33
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Act or section amended to be set forth in full ... 2 37
Either house may amend bills of the other. ... 2 20
Initiative measure, prohibition against
amendmentof .......... ... ... .. ... .. 2 41
Scope and object not to be changed . . . . .. .. 2 38
Amendment to municipal charter
By special act forbidden. . .. .............. 2 28(8)
How proposed, submitted and adopted . . . . .. 11 0
Amendment to Constitution
By convention .. ......... ... ... . ...... 23 2
Proposal for, may originate in either house . .. 23 1
Publication of notice of election. ... ........ 23 1
Ratification by electors. . .. ............... 23 1
Revised Constitution, adoption by people. . . . . 23 3
Separate amendments to be separately
voted ON. ... .o 23 1
Vote proposing amendment or revision, two-thirds
of each house necessary . . . ............ 23 1,2
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1 to art
2 to art
3 to art
4 to art
5 to art

6 to art
7 to art

8 to art

9 to art
10 to art
11 to art
12 to art
13 to art
14 to art

15 to art
16 to art
17 to art
18 to art
19 to art
20 to art

21 to art
22 to art
23 to art
24 to art
25 to art
26 to art

27 to art
28 to art

29 to art
30 to art
31 to art
32 to art
33 to art
34 to art
35 to art
36 to art
37 to art
38 to art
39 to art
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41 to art
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44 to art
45 to art
46 to art
47 to art
48 to art
49 to art
50 to art
51 to art
52 to art

53 to art
54 to art

55 to art
56 to art
57 to art

58 to art

16 sec 5
6 sec 1
7 sec 2
1 sec 11
6 sec 1
6 sec 2 (deleted)
3 sec 10
2 sec 1
2 sec 31 (deleted)
1 sec 33 (added)
1 sec 34 (added)
1 sec 16
1 sec 22
8 sec 4
11 sec 5
2 sec 15
7 sec 1
7 sec 2,3,4 (deleted)
15 sec 1
12 sec 11
7 sec 2
2 sec 40 (added)
7 sec 3 (new)
2 sec 23 (part repeal)
3 sec 14,16,17,19,20,21,22 (part repeal)
28 sec 1 (added)
11 sec 4
11 sec 7 (repealed)
11 sec 16 (added)
2 sec 33
4 sec 3(a) (added)
2 sec 1(c) (superseded)
sec 41 (added)
8 sec 6
4 sec 6
4 sec 10
2 sec 33
2 sec 1(a) (added)
3 sec 25
2 sec 15
24 sec 1
1 sec 11
2 sec 25
2 sec 1(e) (added)
23 sec 1
4 sec 2(a) (added)
2 sec 42 (added)
11 sec 10
4 sec 29 (added)
2 sec 33 (repealed)
9 sec 3
16 sec 5
8 sec 8 (added)
6 sec 1A (added)
7 sec 10 (added)
8 sec 3
29 sec 1 (added)
4 sec 30 (added)
8 sec 9 (added)
2 sec 15
11 sec 6
7 sec 11 (added)
2 sec 25 (part repeal)
3 sec 25 (part repeal)
4 sec 13 (part repeal)
11 sec 8 (part repeal)
28 sec 1 (part repeal)
30 sec 1 (added)
7 sec 2
2 sec 24
11 sec 5
11 sec 8
11 sec 16

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 103]



Index

No.
No.

No.

No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

(2
Art

Art

59 to art 7 sec 2
60 to art 8 sec 1
8 sec 3
6l toart 31 sec 1 (added)
31 sec 2 (added)
62 to art 3 sec 12
63 to art 6 sec 1
64 to art 7 sec 2
65 to art 4 sec 6
4 sec 10
66 to art 12 sec 18
67 toart 12 sec 14 (repealed)
68 to art 2 sec 12
69 to art 2 sec 13
70 to art 8 sec 10 (added)
71 to art 4 sec 31 (added)
72 to art 2 sec 1
2 sec 1(a) (stricken)
73 toart 32 sec 1 (added)
74 to art 2 sec 3 (repealed)
2 sec 43 (added)
27 sec 13 (repealed)
75 to art 29 sec 1
76 to art 8 sec 11 (added)
77 to art 4 sec 31
78 to art 28 sec 1
79 to art 7 sec 2
80 to art 4 sec 7
81 to art 7 sec 1
82 to art 8 sec 10
83 to art 6 sec 3
13 sec 1
84 to art 1 sec 35 (added)
85 to art 4 sec 31
86 to art 8 sec 10
87 to art 4 sec 6
88 to art 1 sec 11
89 to art 4 sec 3
90 to art 7 sec 2
91 to art 8 sec 10
92 to art 8 sec 1
93 to art 29 sec 1
94 to art 4 sec 7
95 to art 7 sec 2
96 to art 2 sec 15

In order of articles and sections affected:

1

sec 11—Amendment
sec 11—Amendment
sec 11—Amendment
sec 16—Amendment
sec 22—Amendment
sec 33—(added)

sec 34—(added)

sec 35—(added)

sec 1—Amendment
sec 1(e)—(added)
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1(a)—(added)
sec 1(a)—(stricken)
sec 3—(repealed)
sec 11(c)—(supersed.)
sec 12—Amendment
sec 13—Amendment
sec 15—Amendment
sec 15—Amendment
sec 15—Amendment
sec 15—Amendment
sec 23—(part rep.)
sec 24—Amendment
sec 25—Amendment
sec 25—(part rep.)
sec 31—(deleted)
sec 33—Amendment
sec 33—Amendment
sec 33—(repealed)
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No. 4
No. 34
No. 88
No. 9
No. 10
No. 8
No. 8
No. 84
No. 7
No. 36
No. 72
No. 30
No. 72
No. 74
No. 26
No. 68
No. 69
No. 13
No. 32
No. 52
No. 96
No. 20
No. 56
No. 35
No. 54
No. 7
No. 24
No. 29
No. 42

Constitution of the State of Washington

Art 3
Art 4
Art 6
Art 7
Art 8
Art 9
Art 11
Art 12

sec 40—(added)

sec 41—(added)

sec 42—(added)

sec 43—(added)

sec 10—Amendment
sec 12—Amendment
sec 14]

sec 16]

sec 17J

sec 191 —Amendment
sec 2@ (part rep.)

sec 21J
sec 22}

sec 25—Amendment
sec 25—(part rep.)
sec 2(a)—(added)
sec 3—Amendment
sec 3(a)—(added)
sec 6—Amendment
sec 6—Amendment
sec 6—Amendment
sec 7—Amendment
sec 7—Amendment
sec 10—Amendment
sec 10—Amendment
sec 13—(part rep.)
sec 29—(added)

sec 30—(added)

sec 31—(added)

sec 31—Amendment
sec 31—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1A—(added)
sec 2—(deleted)
sec 3—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 2—(original)
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 2—Amendment
sec 3—(new)

sec 10—(added)

sec 11—(added)

sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 3—Amendment
sec 3—Amendment
sec 4—Amendment
sec 6—Amendment
sec 8—(added)
sec 9—(added)
sec 10—(added)

sec 10—Amendment
sec 10—Amendment
sec 10—Amendment
sec 11—(added)

sec 3—Amendment
sec 4—Amendment
sec 5—Amendment
sec 5—Amendment
sec 6—Amendment
sec 7—(repealed)
sec 8—(part rep.)
sec 8—Amendment
sec 10—Amendment
Sec 10—Amendment
sec 16—(added)

sec 16—Amendment
sec 11—Amendment
sec 14—(repealed)
sec 18—Amendment

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
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Art
Art
Art

Art
Art

Art
Art

Art

Art
Art

Art

(©)

30
31

32

Amendments amended or repealed:

sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 5—Amendment
sec 5—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 1—Amendment
sec 13—(repealed)

sec
sec
sec
sec
sec
sec
sec
sec
sec
sec

Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment

Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment
Amendment

1—(added)

1—(part rep.)
1—Amendment

1—(added)

1—Amendment
1—Amendment

1—(added)
1—(added)
2—(added)
1—(added)

1 amended
2 amended
4 amended
5 amended
7 amended
12 amended
13 amended
14 amended
17 amended
20 part rep.

amended by Amendment 78

23 amended
24 repealed
28 amended
29 repealed
30 stricken

31 part rep.
amended
amended
part rep.
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
64 amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
amended
86 amended
90 amended

Amount in controversy

Index to State Constitution

No.
No.

by Amendment 44

by Amendment 5

by Amendments 34 and 88

by Amendment 63

by Amendments 26, 30, 36, and 72
by Amendment 57

by Amendments 32, 52, and 96

by Amendment 81

by Amendments 55, 59, 64, 79, 90, and §
by Amendment 54

by Amendment 58

by Amendment 42

by Amendments 65 and 87

by Amendment 42

by Amendment 72

by Amendment 54

by Amendments 52 and 96

by Amendment 88

by Amendment 54

by Amendment 60

by Amendments 75 and 93

by Amendment 96

by Amendments 59, 64, 79, 90, and 95
by Amendments 64, 79, 90, and 95
by Amendment 92

by Amendments 79, 90, and 95
by Amendments 82, 86, and 91
by Amendments 77 and 85

by Amendment 93

by Amendment 85

by Amendments 90 and 95

by Amendment 94

by Amendments 86 and 91

by Amendment 86

by Amendment 91

by Amendment 95

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . .. 4 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4 6
Annual sessions of legislature. . . ............ 2 12
Annulment of marriage
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . .. 4 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4 6
(See Divorce)
Appeal
Right of accused in criminal cases. . ........ 1 22
(See Appellate jurisdiction)
Appearance
Appearance of accused in criminal cases. . ... 1 22
(2004 Ed.)

5

Appellate jurisdiction
Of court of appeals
Of superiorcourt. . . ....................

From territorial probate courts. . . .........
Of supremecourt. . . ....... .. ...

Appointment
Of clerk of supreme court
Of regents of state institutions. . . ..........
Of reporter of supreme court. . .. ..........
To fill vacancy in county offices. . ... .......
To fill vacancy in state offices,
by governor
Governmental continuity during emergency
periods
To office under United States vacates seat in
legislature. . . ... ... ... o

Apportionment
Oflegislators. . . ......... ... ... ......
Of representatives among counties of state. . .
Ofschool fund. . .. ......... ... ...... ...
Of school fund, by special act, prohibited. . . . .
Of senators among counties of state . . . ... ..

Appropriation of private property
For public or private use
For right-of-way of corporations. .. .........
(See Eminent domain)

Appropriations
Capitol buildings, for
Common school fund, to

Lol S

Money from state treasury shall be paid out by . .

Religious worship, prohibition against
appropriation for. . .. ... ... L
Reverts unless paid out within two years. . . . .
Sum and object to be specified
Time for payment, limitationof. . .. .........
When act providing for, to take effect
(Stricken by Amendment 7).

Area reserved
Between harbor lines and line of high tide. . . .
Lease of, by state for wharves. . . ..........
Sale of, restrictionson. .. ................
Streets over, authorized. . ................
(See Harbors; Navigable waters; Wharves)

Arms
Private armed bodies not authorized
Right of people to bear arms guaranteed. . . . .
Safekeeping of public arms to be provided . . .
Scruples against bearing arms, excuses from

militia duty in time of peace

Army
Standing, not to be kept in time of peace. . . ..
(See Militia)

Arrest
Legislators, when privileged from. . .. .......
Militia, when privileged from
Voters privileged from at elections, except. . . .

Artificial light

City or town may contract debt for, limitations . .

Assemblages of people

Right of peaceable assembly not to be abridged . .

Assessment
Imposition by special act prohibited. . .. .. ...
Jurisdiction of superior court, original. . . ... ..
Jurisdiction of supreme court, appellate. . . . . .

Index

30

10

22

18

13
42

14
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24
24

31
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Index

Property of corporations, how assessed

(Stricken by Amendment 14). . .. .........
Retired persons, property tax exemption . . . . .
Special, for local improvements, authorized. . .
Taxation based on specialuse. . . ..........
Uniform and equal rate of, to be established

(Stricken by Amendment 14). . .. .........
(See Taxation)

Assignment
Of superior judges and judicial business by
SUPreme Court . . ...
Of superior judges by governor. .. .........

Association
Combination in restraint of trade prohibited . . .

Organization authorized, for construction of
telegraph and telephone lines. . . .. .......

Assumption
Of territorial debts by state. . .. ............

Attack (See Invasion and attack)

Attainder
Bills of, prohibited . . . ...................

Attestation
Of commissions, by secretary of state. . . . ...

Attorney general

Duties . . ...

Electionof........... ... ... .. ... .. ...

Impeachment, liability to. . .. ..............

Records of office, to be kept at seat of
government . . ...

Removal from office by legislature. . ... ... ..

Rightsofaccused . ... ..................

Salary (See Salaries)

Succession to governorship. . . ............

Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... ......

Attorneys at law
Accused in criminal cases entitled to appear
bycounsel .......... ... ... . ... . ...
Prosecuting attorney, duty of legislature to
provide for electionof. . . ...............

Auditor

DUtIES . . .
Electionof........ ... ... . ... ... ..
Impeachment, liability to. . .. ..............
Office may be abolished by legislature. . . . . ..
Records to be kept at seat of government. . . .
Residence at seat of government required. . . .
Salary (See Salaries)

Succession to governorship. . . ............
Termofoffice ............ ... ... ... ...

Ayes and noes
When to be taken and entered on journal

On amendments to Constitution proposed . .
On demand of one-sixth of members of
eitherhouse . ......... ... ... ......
On emergency clauses (Stricken by
Amendment 7). ......... ... . .
On final passage of bills. . . .............
On removal of public officer by
legislature . .. ........ ...
On senate’s confirmation or rejection
of governor's appointees. . . ............
On suspension of the prohibition against
introduction of bills ... ................
(See Yeas and nays)
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2(a)
5

22
11

19

23

15

21

31
22

36

Constitution of the State of Washington

Bail
Allowable on sufficient sureties, exceptions . . .
Excessive, not to be required. . . . ..........

Ballot
Electonstobeby . ... ... ... ... ... . ...
Form of, in voting for Constitution, etc.. . . . ...
Initiative measures, ballot submitting . . ... ...
Presidential, casting. . .. .................
Secrecy of, provision to be made for. . ... ...
Superior court judge, electionfor. ... .......

Banking corporations
Stockholder liability . . .. .................
Officers of, when liable for deposits. . .. ... ..

Banks
Liability of officers for deposits. . . ... .......
Liability of stockholders . . .. ..............

Beds and shores of navigable waters
Disclaimer of title by state where patented,
exception . . ...
Ownership of, asserted by state. . . .........

Bill
Act or section amended must be set forth in
full .

Amendment of, may be made by either house . . .

Amendment of, shall not change scope and
object. . ... ..
Effective date (Stricken by Amendment 7). . . .
Effectivedate. . . ........ .. ... .. L.
Either house may originate bills. . ... .......
Enacting clause required . . . .. ............
Final passage, requisitesaof. . . ............
Initiative measures (See Initiative and
referendum)
Introduction of, limitation on time of. . . ... ...
Laws to beenacted by. . .................
Passage by either house, requisite
proceedings . . .. ...
Passage by one house, subject to amendment
inother . ... .. ... ... . . ..
Passage over governor'sveto. . ...........
Power of people to propose, pass, etc. . . . ...
Presentation to governor for approval . . ... ..
When becomes law without approval . . . . ..
Scope of, not to be changed by amendment . .
Signature by presiding officers of both
houses necessary. . . ..................
Subject restricted to one object. .. .........
Subject to be expressed intitle . . ..........
Title of, to express subject. . .. ............
Veto of, power of governor. . . .............
Initiative or referred measures. . . .. .......
Separate items or sections subject.to. ... ..
Session, extraordinary, to reconsider . . . . ..
Vote on, by interested legislators
prohibited. . . ....... ... ... ... L
Voteon,howtaken.....................
(See Acts; Laws)

Bill of attainder
Enactment of, prohibited . . ... ............

Boats
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on . . .

Bonds

Corporations can issue only for money, labor
or property received . . .. ... ... ... ...

County and municipal corporations not to own
bonds of private corporations. .. .........

Debt limitation . . .. ....... ... ... ......

Executed to territory to pass to state. . ... ...

Industrial development projects financing. . . . .

N
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37
20

38

1,41
20
22
36
18

22

23

22

(2004 Ed.)



Investment of school fundsin. . ............

Nonrecourse revenue bonds by governmental

entities . . . . ..

State building authority, by. . . .............

Limitation . . . .......... ... .. ... ......

Boundaries

Of county, change by division or enlargement . . .

Of county, change by special legislation

prohibited, exceptions. . .. ..............

Of existing counties recognized. . ..........

Of state, defined . .. ....................

Bribery
Criminating evidence compulsory. . .. .......
Disqualifies for holding office. ... ..........
Legislature to define and provide punishment

for ..

Buildings, public

Bureau of statistics, agriculture and immigration
Legislature to provide for. . . ..............

Bureau of vital statistics

Legislature to establish . .. ...............

Canal companies
Common carriers, subject to legislative

control . ... .. ...

Discrimination in charges prohibited. . . . ... ..

Capital offenses

Bailable,when. . .......................

(See Crime)
Capital of state (See Seat of government)

Capitol buildings

Appropriationsfor . . ........ ... . L.

Caste
Discrimination in education on account of,

prohibited. . . . ... ... L

Causes
Transfer from territorial to state courts. . .. ...
(See Actions)

Census
Apportionments of legislative members based

onfederalcensus. ....................

Enumeration to be made in decennial periods
(Repealed by Amendment 74) .. .........

Certiorari
Jurisdiction of superior court . . . ...........
Jurisdiction of supreme court. . . ...........

Cession of jurisdiction
Exclusive legislation over certain lands
given to United States. . . . ..............
Retention by state of jurisdiction for service

ofprocess. . .. ...

Change of name
Special legislation prohibited . . .. .. ........

Changing county lines
Special legislation prohibited, except. .. .. ...

Changing county seats
Special legislation prohibited . . .. ..........

(2004 Ed.)
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20

12
12

14

27

25

25

30
30

30

34

13
15

20

58,10

43

28(1)

2§18)

2@18)

Chaplain
For state correctional, mental institutions,
county or public health district health care . .

Charter

Corporate
Creation by special legislation forbidden. . . .
Extension of, by legislature prohibited. . . . . .
Forfeiture of, not to be remitted. . . ... ... ..
Void for want of organization, when . . .. ...

Municipal
Creation or amendment by special law,

prohibited . . ...... ...

Election for, how conducted . . .. .........
Grant of, to be under general laws . . . . . . ..

Howamended .......................

Power of certain cities to frame. . . ... ... ..
Publication, prior to submission. . .. .......
Subjectto general laws. . . . .............
Submission of alternate propositions. . . . . ..

Chief justice of supreme court
Method of determining. . .. ...............
Presides on trial of impeachments, when. . . . .

Children
Adoption of, by special act, forbidden .. ... ..
Duty of stateto educate all . .. ............
(See Minors)

Citizens
All entitled to equal privileges and

immunities . . .......... ... .. ..

Citizenship qualification for voters . . . . ... ...
Voter qualifications, presidential elections . . . .

City

Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial
development projects . . . . ..............

Charter
Alternative propositions, submission of. . . . .
Amendment by special law prohibited. . . . ..
Amendments of, how effected. . . .. .......
Election of freeholders . . . ..............
Freeholder’s charter, what cities may

frame . ... ... ...

Publication of election notices and of
proposed charter. . ...................
Submission of the charter proposed. . . . . ..
Vote on, majority necessary to ratify. . .. ...
Combined city-county. . .. ................

o N

o o

32

11

11
11

11

Corporate stock or bonds, not to be owned by . . .

Creation by special act prohibited . .. .......
Credit of, not to be loaned, except. .. .......
Incorporation of, must be under general laws. .
Indebtedness, limitationson. . .............
Justice of peace in, legislature to prescribe
powers, duties, jurisdiction and number. . . . .
May act as police justice. . . .............
Salary of, in cities of over 5,000..........
Local improvements by special
assessment or taxation. . ... ............
Officers of
Compensationincrease. . . ..............
Must deposit public moneys with treasurer . .
Recall of officers (See Recall of officers)
Salary not to be changed during term
(Partially repealed by Amendment 54). . . . .
(Amendment54) . . ....... .. ... ...
Term of office not to be extended. ... .....
Use of public money by, afelony.........

Police and sanitary regulations may be enforced

Police justice, justice of peace may act as. . . .
Reincorporation under general laws permitted
to cities under special charter. . ... .......
Taxation
Authorized to assess and collect general . . .

Index
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10
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10

10

28(8)
7

10

10
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Index

Local improvements. . . ................
Local taxes not to be imposed by

legislature . .. ... ...
Power to assess and collect rests in city . . .
Uniformity in respect to persons and

property required. . ... ... ... ...
(See Municipal corporation; Municipal courts;
Municipal fine)

Civil actions
Limitation by special act prohibited . . .. ... ..
Number of jurorsin. ....................
Number of jurors necessary for verdict . . . . ..
Parties may waive jury. . . .......... ... ...
(See Actions)

Civil power
Elections to be free from interference by . . . . .
Governmental continuity during emergency
PErodS. . ...
Military subordinateto. . .. ...............

Classification
Of cities and towns in proportion to
population . .......... ... ...
Ofcounties . ........ ... ..
Of judges of supreme courtby lot . .........

Clerk

Of superior court, county clerkis...........
Of supremecourt. . . .......... ...

Collection of taxes
Time not to be extended by special laws. . . . .
(See Taxation)

Color
Discrimination in education on account of,
prohibited. . . ....... ... ... .

Combinations
To affect prices, production, or transportation
of commodities, prohibited . .. ...........
(See Monopolies)

Combined city-county . ...................

Commander-in-chief
Governor to be, when militia in state
SEIVICE . v v vt e
(See Militia)

Comment on facts
Judge not to make, in charging jury. . .......

Commission
To establish harbor lines. . ...............
To regulate railroad and transportation
lines. ....... ... . . .
To set salaries, authorized. . .. ............

Commission on judicial conduct . . . ..........

Commissioner of public lands

Duties of, to be prescribed by legislature. . . . .
Electionof....... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ...
Office may be abolished by legislature. . . . . ..
Records of, to be kept at seat of government .
Salary (See Salaries)

Succession to governorship. . . ............
Termofoffice . ............. ... . ... ...

Commissioners
Appointment of for state institutions. . . ... ...
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12

19

42
18

26
22

28(5)

22

16

31

23

25
24

Constitution of the State of Washington

Commissions
Issuance of . ......... ... .. .. ... .. ... 3

Committees of legislature .. . . ............... 2
Commodities
Agricultural commodity commission
assessSments. . .. ... 8

Common carriers

Canal companies are. . . ................. 12
Discrimination in charges or service

prohibited . . ... ... ... 12
Maximum rate of charges, legislature may

regulate . ... ... 12
Railroad companies are. .. ............... 12
Regulation of, by commission, authorized . ... 12
Subject to legislative control. . . .. .......... 12
Telegraph and telephone companies are. . . . . 12
Transportation companies are . . . .......... 12

(See Canal, Railroad, Transportation, Telegraph
and telephone companies)

Common school construction fund established.. 9

Common school fund

Enlargementof . ......... ... ... . ...... 9
Income from, to be applied to common schools .. 9
Interest to be expended for current expenses . 9
Investment. . .. ... ... 16
Losses occasioned by default, fraud, etc., to

become permanent debt against state . . . .. 9
Principal of, to remain irreducible. . . ........ 9
Sourcesof. . ... ... L 9

(See School fund)

Common schools

General and uniform system to be established ... 9
Management by special legislation prohibited ... 2
Superintendent of public instruction to

SUPEIVISE . o v ettt e 3

(See Education; Public schools)

Commutation of sentence
Report by governor to legislature. . .. ....... 3

Commutation of taxes
Prohibition against state granting. . ......... 11

Commutation tickets
Carrier may grant, at special rates. . . . ... ... 12

Compact with United States

Irrevocable without mutual consent . . . ... ... 26
Compensation
Appropriation of private property . .......... 1
Attorney general . .. ....... ... .. ... 3
Change of, during term of public officer
(Partially repealed by Amendment 54) . . . .. 2
3
4
11
28
(Amendment54). . .. ... ... 30
Classification of counties in fixing
compensation of officers. . .. ............ 11

County, township, precinct and district

officers (Partially repealed by

Amendment54) . ........ ... ... ... 11
Eminent domain, compensation for property

takenin . ... .. 1
Extra, not to be granted to public officers. . . . . 2
For right-of-way for corporations . .......... 1

Jury to ascertain compensation due . . .. ... 1
Judges of court of appeals. . . ............. 4
Judges of supreme and superior courts. . . . . . 4

15

12

11

28(15)

22

15

1-4
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Jury to ascertain compensation in eminent
domain. . ... ...
Justice of peace in cities of over 5,000 . . . . ..
Member of legislature (Partially repealed
by Amendment 20). ...................
State officers (Partially repealed by
Amendment54) . ........... ... .. ...,
Increase duringterm. .. ................
Waiver of jury trial for ascertaining
compensation in eminent domain. . .......

Conditions
On foreign corporations doing business. . . . ..

Confession in open court
Effectintreason. . ......................

Confronting witnesses
Rightofaccused . .. ....................

Congress

Exclusive power of legislature over lands of
United States instate. . . . ..............
Subject to state’s right to serve process. . . .

Indian lands under jurisdiction of . . . .. ... ...

Legislator elected to, vacates seat. . . .......

Member of, ineligible to legislature. . . . ... ...

Representatives in, electionaf. . ...........

Congressional districts
Redistricting commission. . . ..............

Conscience, freedom of
Guaranteed to every individual. . . .. ........

Consent of governed
Source of governmental powers. . . . ........

Conservation, energy, water, or stormwater or
sewer services
Loansofcredit. .. ......................

Consolidation
On competing lines of railroad prohibited. . . . .

Constitution
Amendment, how effected. . .. ............
Election for voting on, how conducted. . . . ...
Formofballot. .......................
Emergency, legislature’s departure from
Constitution, limited authority . .. .........
Existing rights not affected by . . ...........
Ineffect, when. .. ....... ... ... .. .. ... ...
Mandatory. ... ....... ... . ...
Revision . ...... ... ... ... . . . ... .
Submissiontopeople. . ................
United States, supreme law of land . . . . ... ..
(See Amendment to Constitution)

Constitutional convention
Expensesof ........ ... ... ... .. ... ...
To revise or amend Constitutian . . . ........

Contempt
Each house may punishfor. ..............

Contested elections
(See Elections)

Continuity of government
During periods of emergency due to enemy
attack. . ... ...

Contracts
Affecting price, production, or transportation,
prohibited. . . ....... ... ... . .
Combination between common carriers prohibited

(2004 Ed.)
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28
30

12

25
25
26

16

23

16

27

22

14

43

43

11

10

16

42

22

(Repealed by Amendment 67) .. .........
Impairment of obligation prohibited . . .......
State building authority, by. . .. ............

Conveyance
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on
public conveyance . . ..................
Of lands to aliens invalid (Repealed by
Amendment42) . ......... .. ... ...

Conviction
No corruption of blood nor forfeiture of
estate. . ...
On impeachment, two-thirds of senators must
[0 3 To1 U |

Convict labor
Contracts for, prohibited. . . . .. ............
Working for benefit of state authorized. . . . . ..

Copartnerships
Combinations affecting price, production or
transportation prohibited. . . .. ...........

Copies
Right of accused to copy of accusation . . . . ..

Corporate powers
Not to be granted by special laws ... .......

Corporate property
Appropriation by eminent domain not to be
abridged. . ........ .. ...
Taxation of, power not to be surrendered
(Stricken by Amendment 14). . .. .........

Corporations

Alien, when (Repealed by Amendment 42). . .
Appropriation of right-of-way . . ............
Bonds

Not to be owned by counties or cities. . . . . .

Restriction onissuance. . . ..............
Business, may be regulated by law . . .. ... ..
Charter

Invalid, if unorganized when Constitution

adopted, conditions. . . . ....... ... ...

Not to be extended. . . .................
Combinations affecting price, production, or

transportation prohibited. . . . ......... ...
Creation by special act prohibited . .. .......
Debts, relief by special act prohibited. . . . . . ..
Defined . ........ ... . i
Eminent domain, property subjectta . .......
Equal privileges and immunities. . . .. .......
Foreign, notto be favored . . .. ............
Forfeiture of franchise

For unlawful combinations . . ............

Not to be remitted. . . . .................

Formation, by general and not by special laws . . .

Franchise
Alienation or lease not to relieve
liability ........ ... .. ... .
May be forfeited . . . . ......... ... .....

Laws relating to may be amended or repealed . . .

Legislative control . .. ...................
Liability
For receipt of bank deposits after
insolvency. . .......... ... ... .. ......
Not relieved by alienation or lease of
franchise........... ... ... .. ... ..
Loan of school funds to, prohibited (Amended
by Amendment44). .. .................
Money, issuance prohibited. . . ............
Monopolies and trusts forbidden .. .........

State
Not to subscribe to nor own stock. . .. .....

Index
12 14
1 23
8 9
1 22
2 33
1 15
5 1
2 29
2 29
12 22
1 22
2 28(6)
12 10
7 4
2 33
1 16
8 7
12 6
12 1
12 2
12 3
12 22
2 28(6)
2 2810)
12 5
12 10
1 12
12 7
12 22
12 3
12 1
12 8
12 22
12 1
12 1
12 12
12 8
16 5
12 11
12 22
8 9
12 9
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Index

Not to surrender power to tax (Stricken

by Amendment 14) . . ......... .. ..., ..
State credit not to be loanedto. ...........
Stockholders

Liability ......... ... .. . . . ...

Liability in banking, insurance, and joint

stock companies. . ........ ... . ..

May be joined as parties defendant . . .. ...
Stock

Increase, consent and notice necessary. . . .

Not to be owned by counties or cities. . . . . .

Restrictions on issuance. . . .............
Sue and be sued, right and liability . . . ... ...
Taxation of property, method of (Stricken by

Amendment14) .. ......... ... ...
Telephone and telegraph lines, organization

tOCONSHIUCE. . . .
(See Franchise)

Corrupt solicitation
Compulsory testimony in cases of. . . .......
Disqualification for holding office.. . .. .......
Punishment to be provided by legislature. . . . .

Corruption in office
Judges, attorney general and prosecuting
attorneys removable by legislature. . . . ... ...

Corruption of blood
Conviction nottowork. . . ................

County
Apportionment
Of representatives among. . . . ...........
Ofsenators. . . ......... ..
Assignment of superior court judges . .......

Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial
development projects . . . . ..............
Classification. . .. ............ ... ...
Combined cityand county . . . . ............
Corporate bonds or stocks not to be owned. . .
County seatremoval . . . .................
Not to be changed by special act.........
Credit not to be loaned, exceptions . . .. ... ..
Debts
Apportionment on division or enlargement . .
Limitof ....... ... ... . ... .. ... ... ..
Private property not to be taken in
satisfactionof . . ......... ... ... .. ...
Division, how effected . . . ... .............
Existing to be legal subdivision of state. .. ...
Government, legislature to provide system. . . .
Home rule charter, authorized . . . ... .......
For combined city-county . . . ............
Indebtedness, limitof. . ..................
Additional, assent of voters necessary . . . . .
Assessment as basis of, how ascertained. . .
Restriction as to purpose . . . ............
Lines, not to be changed by special act. . . . ..
Location of county seat not to be changed by
specialact . . ....... ... L
Moneys to be deposited with treasurer. . . . . ..
Use of, by official, afelony..............
New county, formation by special act not
prohibited. . . . ... .. .. L
Restrictionson. . .......... ... .. ......
Officers
Election, duties, terms, compensation. . . . . .
Increase in compensation during term . . . . .
Recall of officers (See Recall)
Police and sanitary regulations, power to
enforce. . ... ...
School funds may be invested in bonds of
(Amended by Amendment 44) . ... .......
Seal ...
Stock or bonds of corporation not to be
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owned . ... 8
Superior court located in each county . . .. ... 4
Taxation, power to assess and collect. . . . ... 11

Exemption of county property from

taxation. . ... 7
Taxes, liability for proportionate share of

state. . ... 11

Local, legislature not to impose. . .. ....... 11

One percent limitation. . . . .............. 7
Township organizationin. .. .............. 11

County attorney
(See Prosecuting attorney)

County clerk

Accountability . ........... ... ... . ... ... 11
Clerk of superior court, ex officio. ... ....... 4
Duties, term, and salary, legislature to
provide. . . ... ... 11
Election to be provided for by legislature. . . . . 11
First under Constitution, time of . . .. ... ... 27

County commissioners
Election, compensation, etc., legislature to

provide. . ........ ... 11
Vacancies in legislature, partisan county

elective office, filled by . . ... ............ 2
Vacancies in township, precinct, and road

district offices filed by . . ............... 11

County indebtedness
Apportionment, when county divided or

enlarged. . . ... 11

Rights of creditors not affected. . . ........ 11
Increase permitted for water, light and sewers . . .
Limitof ..... ... ... . ... .. 8
Private property not to be taken in

satisfactionof. . . ...... ... ... .. ... ... 11

County lines
Change by special act prohibited. . .. ....... 2
County officers

Accountability forfees. .. ................ 11
Bonds unaffected by change in government. . . 27
Compensation to be regulated by legislature . . 11

Classification of counties for purpose of

fixing compensation. . . ................ 11

Increase duringterm. . .. ............... 30
Duties and term to be prescribed by

legislature. . . . ... ... . 11
Election

Biennial . ....... ... ... . ... . 6

Legislature to provide for the election of. ... 11

Timeof ....... .. .. . 6
Eligibility restricted to two terms in

succession (Repealed by Amendment 22) .. 11
Fees

Accountability for .. ....... ... L 11

Useof,afelony ...................... 11
Partisan elective, vacancies, how filled . . . . .. 2
Public money, use of, felonious. . ... ....... 11
Recall of (See Recall of officers)
Salaries. . ... 11
Succession of duties, in emergency, temporary,

legislature. . . . ... ... . L 2
Term of office not to be extended . .. ....... 11
Term, power of legislature to prescribe . .. ... 11
Territorial, how long to hold office . . ... ... .. 27
Vacancies, how filled. . . ... .............. 11

Vacancies, partisan elective offices, how

filled ......... . ... ... 2
County seat
Change or location by special act prohibited . . 2
Continuity of government, enemy attack . . . .. 2
Removal, proceedings for . . .............. 11

15

13
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County treasurer
Election, compensation, duties and
accountability, legislature to provide. . . . . ..

Court commissioners
Appointment and powers. .. ..............
Excepted from prohibition against
compensation by fees. .. ...............

Court of appeals
Administration and procedure. . . . ..........
Authorized. .. ............... o
Conflicts with other constitutional provisions. . .

Courts
Inferior, legislature to provide. . . ...........
Jurisdiction and powers to be prescribed . . .
Judicial power vested in specified coutts. . . . .
Officers to be salaried, exceptions . . ... ...
Of record
Defined ........ ... . . ...
Judges not to practice law . .. ...........
Temporary performance of judicial duties. . . . .
(See District courts; Inferior courts; Justice
of Peace; Municipal courts; Probate courts;
Superior court; Supreme court)

Credit

Agricultural promotional activities, use of
commodity assessments. . .. ............

Energy, water, or stormwater or sewer services
loans for conservation. . .. ..............

Of county or municipal corporations not to be
given or loaned, exceptions . . ...........

Of state not to be given or loaned . . . . ... ...

Crimes
Accused not required to criminate self. . ... ..
Except in case of bribery or corrupt
solicitation. . .. ... ...
Conviction shall not work corruption of
blood ........ ... ... ... .
Cruel punishment prohibited . . ... .........
Ex post facto laws not to be passed. . . ... ...
Infamous, conviction as bar to voting. . . . . . ..
Persons charged with to be bailable. . . ... ...
Prosecution may be by informatia . . .. ......
Innameofstate. . ......... ... ... . ...,
(See Criminal actions)

Criminal actions
Advance payment of money to secure rights of
accused prohibited . . . ...... ... .
Appeal, rightofaccused . .. ..............
Appearance by accused in person or counsel .
Double jeopardy, prohibition against . . ... ...
Evidence, accused not required to incriminate
self ...
Jurisdiction
Appellate of supreme court . . . ............
Of offenses committed on public
CONVEYANCES. . . . oo vt e e i e e
Original of superiorcourt. . . ..............
Limitation by special act prohibited . . .. .. ...
Process,styleof . ......... ... ... ... ...
Prosecution by information allowed . . . ... ...
Innameofstate. . . ............ .. ... ...
On change from territorial to state
government . . ...
Rightsofaccused . ... ..................
(See Actions; Crimes)

(2004 Ed.)
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Cruel punishment

Not to be inflicted . ... .................. 1
Damage
To private property for public or private use
to be compensated. . . ......... ... .... 1

Dangerous employments
Protection to persons engaged in. . . . ....... 2

Death
Succession to office upon death or disability
ofgovernor. . ... ... 3

Debate
Members of legislature not liable for words
spoken. . ... 2

Debts
Corporate, fictitious increase void . . . ....... 12
Liability of stockholders . . . ............... 12
Due territory to inure to state. . . . .......... 27
Imprisonment for, prohibited, exception. . . ...
Municipal corporations, limitationon. .. ... ...
Release by special act prohibited. . . . ... ....

State, power to contract. . . ...............

In case of invasion, insurrection, etc.. . . ... ..
Limitation on power . ................... 8
Territorial, assumed by state . . . . .......... 26
(See City; County indebtedness; Indebtedness

of corporations; State indebtedness)

Decisions

Superior court judge, within what time. . . . . .. 4

Supreme court, in writing and grounds stated . . .

Publication, freetoanyone. . . . ............ 4

Reporter for, appointment . . . ............. 4
Declaration of rights

Statement in Constitution. . . .. ............ 1
Deeds

Validation by special law prohibited. . . ... ... 2
Defects and omissions in law

Report to governor by supreme judges . . . ... 4

To supreme by superior judges. . .......... 4
Defense

Of officer removed on charges. . . .......... 4

Right of accused in criminal actions. . . ... ... 1
Deficits in revenue

State may contract debtstomeet . .. ....... 8

Tax may be leviedtopay. . ............... 7
Delinquency in office

(See Corruption in office)
Deposits

Bank officers liable for, when. . .. .......... 12

Public moneys with treasurer required. . . . ... 11
Depot

Jurisdiction of public offense committed at. . .. 1
Developmentally Disabled

Trust funds, investments . . . .............. 29
Disability

Property of person under, cannot be affected

by special laws. . .. ....... ... ... .. 2

Disapproval of bills

Bygovernor. . ........ ... . ... . ... 3

Index
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35
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20
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington

Initiative measure. . .. ... ... L 2 1 Education
No distinction on account of race, color
Discipline OF SBX & o vt et e et e 9 1
Of state militia, legislature to prescribe. . . . . .. 10 2 Provision for, to be made by state. . . ....... 9 1
Sale of lands for purposes of. . .. .......... 9 3
Disclaimer (See Common schools; Public schools)
State’s title to patented lands. . . . . ......... 17 2
Unappropriated public and Indian lands. . . . .. 26 2 Effective date
Ofbhills,etc................. ... .. ...... 2 41
Discrimination Of Constitution . .. ........... ... ...... 27 16
By common carrier prohibited . . . ... ....... 12 15,18
By telegraph and telephone companies in Elections
handling messages prohibited. . . .. .. ... .. 12 19 Ballot required, form . . .................. 6 6
Education to be provided all children. . ... ... 9 1 Civil interference prohibited . . . .. .......... 1 19
In favor of foreign corporations, prohibited. . .. 12 7 Constitution
Railroad Amendment of, submission to vote. . . ... .. 23 1
Prohibited from favoring one express Calling conventiontorevise . .. .......... 23 2
COMPANY .« . ottt e e e et e e e 12 21 Revision, submission of instrument. . . .. ... 23 3
Prohibited from favoring one telegraph Vote on adoption of first, under
COMPANY .« vttt et e et territorial laws . . . . ... ... ... 15
Contest for office of superior judge
Disorderly behavior (firstelection) . . ....... ... .. ... . ... 12
Each house may punishfor. . ............. County home-rule charter. . . .............. 4
County seat, removal of. . ................ 2
Disqualification Criminals, insane persons, idiots excluded
On conviction for bribery or corrupt from elective franchise . . .. ............. 3
solicitation .. ....... ... . . Electors (See Electors)
Onimpeachment. .. .................... Executive officers, electionsof. . ........... 1
First election according to territorial laws. . . . . 15
District courts Of representative to congress (Repealed by
Equity jurisdiction . ........... .. .. ... ... Amendment 74). ... .. ... 13
Transfer of causes from territorial to Free, equal and undisturbed . . ............ 19
SUPErior CoUrt. . .. ..o Freeholders to frame city charter. . ... ... ... 10
Increasing municipal indebtedness. . ... ... .. 6
District officers Initiative measures (See Initiative and
Duties, term, compensation, legislature to referendum)
prescribe. . . ... Judges
Election Of courtof appeals. .. ................. 30
Biennial . ........ ... ... . ... Of superiorcourt. . . ................... 5,29
Legislature to provide for. . . ............. Of supremecourt. ...............u... 3
Timeof ...... ... ... ... . .. .. Legislative, to be vivavoce . .. ............ 27
Recallof ...... ... .. .. . Legislature
Road district, vacancy . . . . ............... Each house judge ofitsown. . .. ......... 8
Territorial, to hold office until when . . .. ..... Representatives . . . ................... 4,5
Official bonds unaffected by change in Senators. . . ... 6
government . ........ .. Military interference prohibited. . . ... ....... 19
Officers
Ditches Not regulated by Constitution, legislature to
Taking of private property for. . . ........... providefor ........... ... . . ... .. ..., 11
Under Constitution, time of first. . .. ... .... 7
Divorce Presidential elections, voter’s residence. . . . . . 1A
Jurisdiction of superior court . . ............ Privilege of voters from arrestat . .......... 5
Legislature nottogrant . . . ............... Qualifications of voters (See Voters)
(See Annulment of marriage) Recall of officers (See Recall of officers)
Referendum (See Initiative and referendum)
Docks Registration law to be enacted. . . .......... 7
Legislature may authorize lease of harbor School, women may be accorded franchise
areas, limitations. . . . ........... ... . ... (Stricken by Amendment 5). . . ........... 2
(See Area reserved; Harbors) Seat of government, determination. . . . ... ... 1
Secrecy of ballot required . . .. ............ 6
Double jeopardy State officers, executive
Prohibition against. . . . ............ ... .. Certificates of election to be given . . . ... .. 4
Contests, legislature to decide . ... ....... 4
Drains Equal vote, legislature to choose . . ....... 4
Taking of private property for. . .. .......... Returns to secretary of state. . .. ......... 4
Declarationof result. . .. ............... 4
Drugs and medicines Supreme courtjudges. .. .. .. ... 3
Legislature toregulate sale . . . ............ Superior court judges. . . ... ... 5,
Time of, for state, county and district
Due process of law officers. . ... 8
Life, liberty, property not to be taken Vacancy in office of governor, election to
without. . . ... ... fill 10
Voter qualifications .. ................... 1
Earnings (See Vote; Voter)
Combinations by common carriers to share,
prohibited (Repealed by Amendment 67). . .
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Elective franchise
Denial on account of sex prohibited in school
elections (Stricken by Amendment5). . . . ..
Idiots, insane persons and convicted felons

excludedfrom. . ......................

Presidential elections, voter's residence. . . . ..
(See Elections; Electors; Voter)

Electors
Exempt from military duty, when . .. ... ... ..
Privilege from arrest at election, except. . . . ..
Qualifications of voters (See Voter)
Residence not lost in certain cases . . . ... ...
Secrecy in voting, legislature to secure . . . . ..

Eligibility
Judges of supreme and superior courts,

qualifications . ............ ... .. ... ...

Ineligible to other than judicial offices. . . ... ..
Members of legislature
Ineligible to offices created by them. .. ... ...

Qualifications. . . ............. ... .. .....

State officers, qualifications. ... ...........
Voters (See Elections; Voter)

Emergency clause
Act non-referrable . . . ...................

Emergency, national
(See Invasion and attack)

Eminent domain
Compensationrequired . . .. ..............
Corporate property and franchises subject.to. .
Judicial question, use for which property

takenis ....... ...

Jury to ascertain compensation, waiver. . . . ..
Private use, taking of property for prohibited,

exceptions . . ... ...

Reclamation of land is publicuse. . .. .......
Rights-of-way to be compensated for. . . ... ..
Settlement of land is publicuse. . ... .......
Telegraph and telephone companies granted

right. ...

Ways of necessity, taking of private property

forprivateuse. . . ......... ... ..

Emoluments, privileges and powers
Hereditary, prohibited. . . ... ..............

Employments dangerous to life
Legislature to protect personsin...........

Enacting clause

Ofstatutes. . . . ... . i i
Initiated acts . . ........... ... . ... ... ...

Enemy attack, emergency due to
(See Invasion and attack)

Energy, water, or stormwater or sewer
services conservation
Loaning of credit for structures or equipment

Enumeration of rights
Not to deny othersreserved. . . ............

Equal rights
Not to be denied because of sex...........

Equal suffrage
Equity

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

(2004 Ed.)
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2 18
2 1(d)
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Evidence
Contested election (first election) for
superior judge, manner of taking. . . .......
Criminating, person not compelled to give
againsthimself. . .....................

(See Testimony)

Excessive bail and fines
Not to be imposed. . . ...................

Exclusive legislation
Congress has over certain lands of United

Subject to state’s right to serve process. . . . ..
Over unallotted Indian lands . . .. ..........

Exclusive privileges
Of unorganized corporations, invalid, when . . .

Prohibited . . ......... .. ... ... ... ...

Excursion and commutation tickets
Carrier may grant specialrates . . ..........

Execution
Private property not to be taken for public

debt ... ... ...

Rolling stock of railroad liableta . ... .......

Executive department
Consists of certain officers. . . .............
Election of officersof. . .. ................
Records of to be kept by secretary of state . . .

Executive power
Supreme, vested in governar. . ............
(See Governor)

Exemptions
Homestead, from forced sale. . . ...........
Military duty, towhom . . .................
Taxation, what property free from . .........
Indian lands exempt, when. . .. ..........
Lands and property of United States. . .. ...
Retired persons . .. ........ ... ........

Existing rights
Change in government not to affect. . .. ... ..

Expenses
Constitutional convention to be provided for. . .
State may contract debtstomeet . .. .. ... ..

Ex post facto law
Passage prohibited . . .. .................

Express companies
Railroads to grant equal termstoall . ... ....

Expulsion of members
Powers of each house. . . ................

Restrictionson. . .......................

Extension of time for collection of taxes
Special legislation prohibited . . .. .. ........

Extinguishment of debts
Special legislation prohibited . . .. .. ........

Extra compensation
Prohibited to public officers, etc. . ... .......

Extra session
Legislature, when to be convened . .. .......

25
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington

Factories Forfeiture not to be remitted. . . . ........... 12 3
Employees to be protected . . .. ........... 2 35 Invalid, if unorganized, when. ... .......... 12 2
Irrevocable grant prohibited. . .. ........... 1 8
Fares and freights (See Railroad companies) Liability not relieved by lease, etc.. . ... ... .. 12 8
Subject to eminent domain . . ............. 12 10
Farms Taxation, state not to surrender (Stricken
Taxation based on actualuse . . ........... 7 by Amendment 14). .. ......... ... .. .. 4
(See Corporations; Elections)
Federal officers
Not eligible to legislature . . .. ............. 2 Freedom of conscience
Guaranteed in matters of religious belief . . . . . 11
Fees (See Religion)
Accountability of county and local officers
for . 11 Freedom of speech and press
Accused in criminal cases as required to Guaranteed to every persan. . . . ........... 5
advance. . ... 1 Legislators not liable for words in debate. . . . . 17
Certain used exclusively for highway
PUIPOSES. . . . ottt 2 Free passes
Judicial officers prohibited from receiving. . . . . 4 Grant of, to state officers prohibited. . .. ... .. 20
Justices of the peace not to receive, when. ... 4 Public officers forbidden to accept. . ........ 39
Felony Freight rates
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4 Regulation by legislature authorized. . . ... ... 18
Use of public money by officer. . ........... 11
Fundamental principles
Ferries Frequent recurrence to, essential. . .. ....... 32
Authorization by special legislation
forbidden .. .......... ... ... ... ... 2 Funds (See Appropriations; Common school construction
fund; Common school fund; Highway fund;
Fictitious issue Industrial insurance trust fund; Public money;
Of stock or indebtednessvoid . . . .......... 12 School fund)
Fines Government
Accrued to territory inure to state. . .. ....... 27 Change of
Excessive, not to be imposed . .. .......... 1 Completion of pending actions . . . . ....... 5,8
Governor has powertoremit. . ............ 3 Continuance of existing laws and rights . . . . 1,2
Must report remissions to legislature. . . . . .. 3 Emergency, continuance of government,
Remission by special act prohibited. . . ... ... 2 legislative power. . ... ... .. oL 42
Perpetuity of, what essential . ... .......... 32
Fiscal statement Purposesof. . ........ ... ... . ... . ... ... 1
Annual publication required . . . ............ 7 Source of powers. . ... ... 1
Flumes Governor
Taking of private property for. . .. .......... 1 Appointment of regents, etc., of state
institutions . . ... ... . 1
Forcible entry and detainer Approval of laws . . . ........ ... ... .. ... 12
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . .. 4 Assignment of superior judge to other county . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4 Attorney general, succession to governorship . 10
Auditor, succession to governorship. . . . ... .. 10
Foreign corporations Commander-in-chief of state militia . . .. ... .. 8
Not to be favored. . . .. .................. 12 Commissioner of public lands, succession to
governorship. . . ........... ... ....... 10
Foreign officers Commissions issued by state, signed by . . . . . 15
Not eligible to legislature . . .. ............. 2 Electionof....... ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. 1
Election to fill vacancy in office . . ... ....... 10
Forfeiture Executionof laws. . . ................. ... 5
Accrued to territory inures to state. . .. ... ... 27 Extension of leave of absence of judicial
Corporate charter or franchise, no remission. . 12 officer ... ... 8
Estate, conviction nottowork . . ........... 1 Extra session of legislature, power to convene . . .
Franchise, for combination in restraint of Failure of person regularly elected to qualify,
trade .. ... 12 SUCCESSION ON. . . o v v ettt e e 10
Governor has powertoremit. . ............ 3 Impeachment. . ..................... ... 1,2
Must report remissions to legislature. . . . . .. 3 Information in writing may be required from
Judicial office, absence causes . .. ......... 4 state officers. . . ... L 5
Remission by special act prohibited. . .. .. ... 2 Laws, may call militia to execute . . .. ....... 2
Lieutenant governor, succession of to office. . . 10
Forts, dockyards, etc. Messages to legislature. . .. .............. 6
Congress to have exclusive control . . . ... ... 25 Militia officers commissioned by. . .. ... .. ... 2
Pardoning power vestedin. . .. ............ 9
Forty mill limitation Report to legislature of pardons, etc.,
(Stricken by Amendment 14) . . ... ......... 7 granted . . ... ... 11
Restrictions prescribed by law. . . . ........ 9
Franchise Records kept at seat of government . . ... ... 24
Alienation or lease not to relieve liability. . . . . . 12 8 Remission of fines and forfeitures . . . .. ... .. 11
Corporate, creation by special act forbidden . . 12 1 Report to legislature with reasons. . . ... ... 11
Extension by legislature prohibited. . ... ..... 12 3 Removal or disability, whoto act. .......... 10
Forfeiture for unlawful combinations. . . . ... .. 12 22 Residence at seat of government . ... ...... 24
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Salary (See Salaries)

Secretary of state as succeeding to office. ... 3 10
Special session of legislature, power to

CONVENE . . .\ vi ittt it 2 12
Succession in case of vacancy. . . .......... 3 10

Superintendent of public instruction,

succession to governorship. . . ...........
Supreme executive power vested in. . .. ... ..
Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... .. .....
Treasurer, succession to governorship. . . . . ..
Vacancies
In certain state offices, filled by . ...........
In legislature, filled by, when . .. ...........
In superior court, filled by. . .. .............
In supreme court, filled by. . ..............
Vacancy inofficeof. ....................
Succession, enemy attack. . ..............
Veto of bill or sections and return with

objections. . . ....... ..
Measures initiated by or referred to the

people . ... ... 2 1(d)
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Grand jury
Summoned only on order of superior court . .. 1 26

Granted lands
Saleof ...... ... ... ... 16 1-4
(See Lands; Public lands)

Habeas corpus
Jurisdiction
Original and appellate of supreme court. ... 4 4
Original of superior court . .. ............ 4 6
Suspension of writ prohibited, except. . . .. ... 1 13
Writs
Issuance and service on nonjudicial days. .. 4 6
Judges of supreme court may issue. ... ... 4 4
Returnable before whom. . . . ............ 4 4

Harbors
Area to be reserved for landings, etc. . ... ... 15 1
Commission to establish harbor lines. . ... ... 15 1
Restrictions on sale by state of lands or
rights . ... . 15 1
(See Area reserved; Docks; Wharves)

Head of family
Power of legislature to exempt property of
fromtaxation . ........... ... ........ 7 1

Health
(See Public health)

Heir at law
Not to be determined by special law . . ... ... 2 28(1)

High crimes or misdemeanors
Impeachment of public officers for. . ........ 5 2

High schools
Included in public school system........... 9 2

Highway fund . ......................... 2 40

Highways
Opening or altering by special legislation
prohibited, exceptions. . .. .............. 2 28(2)
(See Streets and roads)

Holiday
(See Legal holiday)

Home

Privacy of, guaranteed. . . . . .............. 1 7
Soldiers not to be quartered in, except . . . . .. 1 31
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Home-rule charter

Counties authorized to frame. . .. .......... 11 4

For combined city-county. . . .............. 11 16
Homestead

Exemption from forced sale. .. ............ 19 1

House of representatives

Elections, biennial after 1890. . ............ 2 5
Legislative authority vestedin . . . .......... 2 1
Members, how and when chosen. . ... ... ... 2 4,5
Number of representatives. . .. ............ 2 2
Powers
Impeachment, sole power vestedin....... 5 1
Legislative, vested in . . . ............... 2 1
Quorumofhouse. . ..................... 2 8
Redistricting . . ......... .. ... ... ... .. .. 2 43
Vacancy, howfilled . .. .................. 2 15
(See Legislature; Representatives)
Immigration
Bureau of, established. . .. ............... 2 34
Immunities
Electors privileged from arrest at elections. ... 6 5
Equal to all citizens and corporations. . . . . . .. 1 12
Imprisonment for debt prohibited, except. . . .. 1 17
Irrevocable grant of, prohibited. . . ... ....... 1 8
Loss or damage to property prohibited without
just compensation. . . ........ ... ... 1 16
Members of legislature
Privileged from arrest, exceptions. . . ... ... 2 16
Privileged from service of civil process,
when. . ... 2 16
Salaries for legislators, elected state
officials, and judges, referendum petition. . . 28 1
Militia privileged from arrest at muster,
eXCePL . . 10 5
Soldiers not to be quartered in homes,
eXCEPL . v 1 31
Special grant of, prohibited . ... ........... 1 12
Twice in jeopardy, accused not to be put. . . .. 1 9
Impeachment
House of representatives has sole power. . . . . 5 1
Officersliableto ... .................... 5 2
Judgment effects removal and disqualification
foroffice . ........ .. 5 2
Liability to criminal prosecution. . . ........ 5 2
Trialby senate. . . ........ ... .. ... ... .. 5 1
Chief justice presides, when. .. .......... 5 1
(See Recall of officers)
Imposts
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . .. 4 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4 6
Imprisonment for debt
Prohibited, except in case of absconding debtors . 1 17
Incompetency in office
Officers removable by legislature for,
conditions. . .. .. ... 4 9
Indebtedness of corporations
Fictitious increase void. . . .. .............. 12 6
Liability of stockholders . . .. .............. 12 4
In bank, insurance and joint stock companies .. 12 11
Relief from
By lease or alienation of franchise
prohibited . .. ..... ... .. 12 8
By special legislation prohibited . . ... ... .. 2 2810)
(See Corporations)
Indian lands
Disclaimed by state of title. . . . ............ 26 2
Subject to jurisdiction of United States. . . . . .. 26 2
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Index

Taxation of, when state may impose . . ... ...
Exemption from .. ....... ... ... ... ...

Indians

Exempt from property taxation, when. . . ... ..

Excluded from enumeration of inhabitants
(Repealed by Amendment 74) .. .........

Indictment
Prosecutions of offenses by. . . ............
Right of accused to copy of. . . ............

Individual rights

Government to protect and maintain . .. ... ..

Secured by recurrence to fundamental
principles . . ... . ...

Individual security
Private affairs not to be disturbed. . . ........

Industrial development
Nonrecourse revenue bonds . .. ...........
Portdistricts . ............ ... ... . ... ...

Industrial insurance trust fund
Investmentsof. . ........ ... ... .. ... ... ..

Infamous crimes
Persons convicted of, excluded from elective
franchise. . . ....... ... ... ... ... ... ...,

Infants (See Children; Minors)

Inferior courts

Appeal lies to superiorcourt . . . ...........
Jurisdiction and powers, legislature to

Legislature to provide. . . . ................

Information

Offenses may be prosecuted hy. . . .........

Initiative and referendum

Amendment of acts approved by the people
(Superseded by Amendment 26). . ... .....
(Amendment 26). . . ........ ...

Amendment of measure submitted to
legislature. . . ....... ... ... ... . . ...

Ballot where conflicting measures are submitted
tothepeople . ...... ... ... ... ...

Certification of petitions. . . . . .............

Change or amendment of initiative measure,
prohibition against (Superseded by
Amendment 26) . . ......... .. ...
(Amendment 26). . . ........ ... ..

Conflicting measures. . . .................

Effective date of acts or bills subject to
referendum (Superseded by Amendment 26)

(Amendment 26) . .. .......... . ... . ... ..

Effective date of measure after approval on
submission to the people . . .. ...........

Election at which proposed measure is
submitted tovoter. . . ....... ... . ... ...

Election for amendment or repeal of bills
approved by electors (Superseded by
Amendment 26) . . ......... . . ...
(Amendment 26). . . ......... ...

Exceptions from power of referendum. . ... ..

Extent of power of referendum. . .. .........

Filing petition

Legislature, referendum through action of . . . .

Lotteries, sixty percent vote required. . ... ...

Majority vote as required for approval of
measure submitted. . .. ... ... ...

Member of legislature as retaining right to
introduce measure . . ..................

N o o N

NN N

Number of votes required to approve measure . . .
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25

1(c)
41

1(a)
1(a)
1(a)
1(c)
1

1(a)

1(c)
41

1(d)

1(a)

1(c)

1(b)

Constitution of the State of Washington

Part of bill, effect of filing referendum
petition against. . .. ....... ... L.
Percentage of voters required on referendum
petition. ......... ... ... . .
Percentage of voters required to propose
measures by petition. . . . ... ... .. L
Petition, referendumon. .. ...............

Petition to propose measures. . .. ..........

Precedence of initiative measures over other

bills . ...
Proposal of different measure by legislature. . .
Publication of measures referred to the

people . . ... ...
Regular election, reference of measures at . . .
Rejection of initiative measure by

legislature. . . . ... ... . L
Repeal of bill approved (Superseded by

Amendment26) . ........... ... ...
(Amendment 26) . . ... ...
Reservation by the people of the power of

initiative . .. ... ..
Reservation of power in the people . ... .....
Reservation of power of referendum . .. .. ...
Salaries for legislators, elected state

officials, and judges, referendum petition . . .
Secretary of state, certification of results

of initiative to legislature. . . . ............
Secretary of state, filing referendum

petitionwith . . ........ ... . ... ... ...
Secretary of state, initiative petition filed

with ..o
Self-executing, amendmentas. . . ..........
Signaturesrequired . . . . ... ...
Special election, reference of measures to

peopleat ........ ... ..
Special indebtedness, how authorized. . . . . ..
Style of bill proposed by initiative

petition. ......... ... ... . .
Time for filing referendum petition against

measure passed by legislature . . ... ... ...

Veto power of governor not extended to initiatives or
referendums to measures initiated by or referred to

Injunction

Issuance and service on nonjudicial days. . . . .

Equity jurisdiction of superior and district court . .

Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

Insane person

Excluded from elective franchise . ..........

Insolvency

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...
Receipt of bank deposits, liability of officers. . .

Instruments

Validation by special act prohibited . . . ... ...

Insurance companies

Liability of stockholders . ... ..............

Interest

Application of school fund interest. .. .......
On certain state debts to be provided far. . . . .
Private interest in bills to be disclosed by
legislators. . .. ... ...
Regulation by special law prohibited . . . ... ..

Intoxicating liquors (See Prohibition)

Invalid instruments
Validation by special act prohibited . . . ... ...

4

4

12

1(d)
1(b)
1(a)
1(b)
1(d)
1(a)
1(d)

1(a)
1(a)

1(e)
1(d)

1(a)

1(c)
41

1(a)
1

1(b)

1(a)
1(d)

1(a)
1(d)
1(a)
1(d)

1(d)
1(d)

1(d)

28(9)

11

30
2813)

28(9)
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Invasion and attack
Government continuity, legislative authority . . .
State may contract debts above limit to
repel . ...
Suspension of habeas corpus allowed. . . . . ..

Investment
Industrial insurance trustfund . . . ..........
Public pension and retirement funds . . ... ...
Schoolfunds. . ........................

Irrigation
Use of waters for, deemed publicuse . . ... ..

Jeopardy

No person to be twice put in for same offense . . .

Joint senatorial or representative district
Filing of vacancy. . .. ...................

Joint stock companies
Combinations in restraint of trade forbidden. . .
Liability of stockholders . . ................
Term “"corporation” includes. . .. ...........

Journal
Each housetokeep.....................
Entry of ayes and noes
On demand of one-sixth. . .. ............
On introduction of bills later than ten
days before close of session. ...........
On nominations of officers for state
institutions. . . . ... .
Onpassageof bill. ....................
On passage of emergency clause (Stricken
by Amendment7) . ...................
On proposed constitutional amendments. . . .
Publication of, except portions requiring
SECTECY. « v v vttt ettt
Votes
On elections by legislature entered. . . . . ...
On removal of judges, etc., entered . . . . . ..

Judge pro tempore
In superior court, provision for. . . ..........
Temporary judicial duties in supreme court . . .

Judges
Absence from state vacates office. . ........
Except where governor extends leave of
absence........... ... ... i
Not to charge juries as to matters of fact. . . . .
Butto declarethelaw. . .. ..............
Practice of law prohibited. . ... ............
Removal by supreme court . .. ............
Removal from office by legislature. . ... ... ..
Retirement. . .. ....... ... ... ... .. ... ..
Retirement by supreme court. . .. ..........
Salaries may be increased. . .. ............
Salaries payable quarterly . . .. ............
(See Judges of court of appeals; Judges pro
tempore; Judges of superior court; Judges
of supreme court)

Judges of court of appeals. . . ..............

Judges of superior court
Court commissioners, appointmentof . . . .. ..
Decisions within ninety days after
submission. . ... ..
Disqualified unless admitted to practice in

Each judge invested with powers of all . . . ...
May sitinany county . . . ...............

Electionsof .. ...... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Firstelection. . .. ........ ... ... .......
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2 42
8 2
1 13
29 1
29 1
9 3
16 5
21 1
1 9
2 15
12 22
12 11
12 5
2 11
2 21
2 36
13 1
2 22
2 31
23 1
2 11
2 27
4 9
4 %), 7
4 2(a)
4 8
4 8
4 16
4 16
4 19
4 31
4 9
4 3(a)
4
30 1
4 14
4 30
4 23
4 20
4 17
4 5
4 5
4 5,29
27 12

Ineligible to other than judicial office . .. ... .. 4
Not to charge juries as to matters of fact. . . . . 4

Butto declarethelaw. . .. .............. 4
Oath of office prescribed for. . . ............ 4
Other superior court, dutiesin............. 4
Practice of law prohibited. . . ... ........... 4
Pro temporejudge. ... ........ .. .. ... .. 4
Recall, judges not subjectta . ............. 1
Removal by supreme court . .. ............ 4
Report defects in law to supreme court . . . . .. 4
Retirement. . .. ....... ... ... . ... ... ... 4
Rules of court, shall establish . ... ......... 4
Salaries (See Salaries)

Apportionmentof .. ....... ... ... ... .. 4

Increaseinsalary. . ................... 30

Sessions of court may be held in any county

onrequest . . ... .. 4

Supreme court duty, performance upon request . .
Term of office and when begins. . .. ........ 4
Temporary judicial duties. . . .............. 4
Writs may be issued by. . ................ 4
(See Judges; Superior court)

Judges of supreme court
Chief justice, how determined . .. .......... 4
Clerk to be appointed by . . . .............. 4
Disqualified, unless admitted to practice in

Ineligible to other than judicial office . ..... ..
Issuance of writs authorized. . . ... .........
Oath of office prescribed . . . . .............

Recall, judges not subjectta . . ............
Removal by supreme court . . . ............
Reporter, appointmentof. .. ..............
Reports of defects in laws to governar. . . . . ..
Retirement. . .. ....... ... ... ... .. ... ..
Salaries (See Salaries)

Increaseinsalary. . ................... 30

4
4
4
4
4
Practice of law prohibited. . . ... ........... 4
1
4
4
4
4

Temporary judicial duties, power to

authorize .. ....... ... .. .. . .. 4
Termofoffice . ........................ 4

Vacancies, how filled. . . .. ............... 4
(See Judges; Supreme court)

Judgment
Belonging to territory inures to state. . . ... ... 27
Extent of, on impeachment . .. ............ 5

Of one judge of superior court to be of same

forceasofall........................ 4

Of superior court to be given within ninety
days after submission, except. . .. ........ 4

Judicial administration

Must be open and without delay. . . ... ...... 1
Temporary performance of judicial duties. . . . . 4
Judicial conduct, commissionon. . ........... 4

Judicial decisions
Of Supreme court
All decisions to be in writing and grounds

stated . . ... 4
Concurrence by majority of court

NECESSAIY . . . vttt e 4
Publication required . . .. ............... 4
Freetoanyone....................... 4
Reporter for, to be appointed . . . . ........ 4

Judicial officers
Absence forfeits office, when. .. ...........
Compensation by fees prohibited, except. . . . .
Impeachment, liable to, exceptions . . ....... 5
Oath of office prescribed . . . . ............. 4
Recall, not subjectto. .. ................. 1

LN

20

10
2(a)

31

28
33,34
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Index

Removal by legislature. . .. ...............
Removal by supreme court . .. ............ 4 31
(See Court commissioners; Judges; Judges of

supreme and superior courts; Justice of

peace)

Judicial power
Vested inwhatcourts .. ................. 4 1

Judicial qualifications commission
(See Commission on judicial conduct)

Judicial question

Public use in eminent domain . ............ 1 16
Jurisdiction
Courtofappeals . ........... ... 4 30
Equity . .. ... 4 6
Inferior courts, legislature to prescribe. . . . ... 4 12
Justice of peace, as legislature may fix...... 4 10
Not to trench on courts of record . . . ... ... 4 10
Of offenses committed on public conveyances ... 1 22
Superiorcourt . ... ... 4 6
Supreme court. . ... .. 4 4
United States over reserved lands. . ........ 25 1

(See Criminal action)

Juror
Number necessary for verdict . . ........... 1 21
Religious beliefs not grounds of
incompetency. .. ... 1 11
Jury

Charging, duty of judge . . .. .............. 4
Criminal action, right of accused in . .. ...... 1
Eminent domain proceedings. . .. .......... 1 16
Number in courts not of record . . ... ....... 1
Right of trial by remains inviolate. . . ... ..... 1
Waiver in civil cases may be had. . ....... 1
Verdict by less than twelve may be authorized .. 1 21
(See Grand jury; Juror)

Justice
Administration must be open and without
delay . ... 1 10
Justice of peace
Appeal lies to superiorcourt . . ............ 4 6
Cannot be made court of record . . ... ...... 4 11
Duties to be prescribed by legislature . . . .. .. 4 10
Fees prohibited, when. . .. ............... 4 10
Jurisdiction, legislature to determine. . . ... ... 4 10
Not to trench on courts of record . . . ... ... 4 10
Number, legislature to determine. . ......... 4 10
Police justice in cities may be chosen from... 4 10
Salary . ... .. 4 10
Increase. . ......... ... . ... i 30 1
Unsalaried, excepted from prohibition against
compensation by fees. . . ............... 4 13
Vacancy in office, how filled. . . .. .......... 11 6

Vested with judicial power. .. .............
(See Judicial officers)

Land commissioner(See Commissioner of public lands)

Lands
Alien ownership prohibited, exceptions
(Repealed by Amendment 42) .. ......... 2 33
Granted lands, restrictionsonsale. . .. ...... 16 1
For educational purposes, sale.af. . ....... 16 2,3
Plat of state lands in cities required before
sale ... 16 4
Limit on amount offered in one parcel. . . . .. 16 4
Quantity of state land that may be sold in
oneparcel . .......... ... ... 16 4
Reclamation, public use in taking for........ 1 16
Restrictions on selling school lands. . .. .. ... 16 2,3

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 118]

Constitution of the State of Washington

Settlement, public use in taking property

for .o 1
Taxation . ......... ... 7
Of Indianslands. .. ................... 26
Of lands of nonresidents. . . .. ........... 26
Of United States, none to be imposed . . . .. 26
Timber and stone on state lands may be sold,
how . ... 16
Law of the land
Constitution of United States is supreme. . . . . 1
Laws
Bills of attainder prohibited. . .. ............ 1
Corporations, statutory regulations may be
amended orrepealed. . ................ 12
Defects and omissions to be reported
annually . . ... . 4

Effective date
(Stricken by Amendment 7). . ............
(Superseded by Amendment 26). . ... .....
(Amendment 26). . . ........ ..o
Enactingclause. . .. ....... ... ... . .....
Initiative measure. . . ....... ... ...

Passageoverveto....................

Without approval, how becomes effective. . .
Impairing obligation of contracts prohibited . . .
Initiative measures (See Initiative and

referendum)
Legislative enactments to be by bill. . . ... ... 2

Requisites on final passage of bill. . . ... ... 2
Special legislation prohibited in certain

CASES . o vttt 2
State debt authorized for some single work,

conditions. . .. ... ... 8
Territorial, to remain in force until altered,

EXCEPL . .o 27
(See Acts; Bill; Statutes)
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Lease
Of corporate franchise not to relieve from
liability ........ ... . ... .. . L. 12
Of harbor areas for building wharves,
limitations . ......... ... .. ... ... .. ... 15
State building authority, by. . .. ............ 8

Legal holiday
Superior courts hotopen. . . .............. 4
Writs that may be issued and served on . . . . . 4

Legislature
COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION
Absentees, less than a quorum may compel

their attendance. . . . .................. 2
Adjournment, restrictionson. . ........... 2
Apportionment of members. . . ........... 22
Reapportionment after each census. . . . .. 2
Authority generally . . . ................. 2
Bribery of members, how punished. . . . .. .. 2
Committees . . ........ ... 2

Compensation and mileage of members
(Partially repealed by Amendments

20@and 54) ... 2

Consists of senate and house of

representatives . . . ... ... L 2
Constitution, departure from during

emergency due to enemy attack . . . ...... 2
Contempts punishable by each house. . . . .. 2
Convening in extra session at call of

GOVEINON . . o vt e e e e e e e e 3

Convening in extra session by legislature. .. 2
Corrupt solicitation of members. . ... ... ... 2
Disorderly behavior punishable by each

house . ....... ... .. ... ... . . 2

Election of members, each house judge.of.. 2

16

2eY
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Index to State Constitution Index

Eligible to membership, who are. . . .. ... .. 2 7 Governmental continuity during emergency

Expulsion of member requires two-thirds periods, to provide for. .. .............. 2 42

VOLE . ot 2 9 Harbor lines, commission to establish, to

Journal, each house to keep and publish ... 2 11 be appointed. .. .......... ... ... ... 15 1

Members Health, board of, to be established. . . ... .. 20 1
From what civil offices excluded. . . ... ... 2 13 Homesteads to be protected from forced
Not liable for words spoken in debate. . . . . 2 17 sale. ... 19 1
Private interest in bill to be Initiative measures (See Initiative and
disclosed. . . .......... ... .. .. ... ... 2 30 referendum)

Privilege Judicial qualifications commissioners,
From arrest, except . . . . ............. 2 16 terms and compensation to be provided . .. 4 31
From civil process, when............. 2 16 Justice of peace, number, powers and

Number of members. . . ............. ... 2 2 duties to be prescribed . . .. ... ... 4 10

Office accepted under United States Lease of harbor areas for wharves to be

vacatesseat. . .. ... 2 14 provided . . ....... ... ... . ... 15 2

Officers Medicine and surgery, practice of, to be
Each house to electitsown. .. ......... 2 10 regulated. . . ... . 20 2
Federal and foreign, ineligible to Militia, organization and discipline to be
membership. . ........ ... oL 2 14 provided for. . ......... . ... . ... ... 10 2

Quorum, majority to constitute . ... ....... 2 8 Officers of counties, townships, precincts,

Reapportionment after each census . . . .. .. 2 43 and districts

Records, secretary of state to keep. . . .. ... 3 17 Duties, elections, and terms of office

Redistricting. . . . ........ ... ... . ..... 2 43 to be prescribed. . .. ... ... L 11 5

Rules of proceedings, each house to Classification of counties by population

determine . ....... .. ... 2 9 in enumerating duties of county

Sessions officers . ... ... 11 5
Must be open, exceptions. . .. .......... 2 11 Officers not provided for in Constitution,

Regular .......... ... ... ... ...... 2 12 legislature to provide for election
Special. . ... 2 12 andterms. . ........ . 27 11
Timeofmeeting. . ................... 2 12 Passes

Vacancies, howfilled . . . ............... 2 15 Grant of to public officers to be

Vote on elections to be vivavoce. . ....... 2 27 prevented . ........ ... ... . 12 20
None when member has private interest Use by public officers to be
inbill ... ... 2 30 prohibited . .. ... ... L o 2 39

DUTIES Port district promotional activities . . . ... ... 8 8

Accountability of county and local officers Private interest in bill, members to

to be providedfor . ............... .. .. 11 5 declare. . ... ... ... 2 30

Accounting for state receipts and Public arms, safekeeping and protection

expenditures to be prescribed . . .. ....... 7 7 required. .. ... .. 10 4

Appropriation for expenses of Public school system to be established. . . . . 9 2

constitutional convention to be made. . . . .. 27 19 Publication of opinions of supreme court to

Bureau of statistics to be established . . . . .. 2 34 be provided for. . .. ...... ... . L. 4 21

Cities, incorporation by general laws to Recall of public officers (See Recall of

be provided. ........... ... .. .. .. ..., 11 10 officers)

Classification of counties, for purpose of Redistricting plan and commission . . . ... .. 2 43

prescribing compensation . . . ........... 11 5 Referendum (See Initiative and referendum)

Combinations affecting prices, etc., Registration law to be enacted . . . ... ... .. 6 7

punishment to be provided . . ........... 12 22 Salaries of county officers and certain

Commissioner of public lands, duties and constablestobefixed. .. .............. 11 5

compensation to be provided. . . ......... 3 23 Sale of school and university lands,

Compensation confirmationtobe made. . . . ........... 16 2
Of county and local officers to be School funds, investment . .. ............ 9 3
regulated. . . ... ..o 11 5 16 5
Of officers, change during term Seat of government, choice of location to
(See Salaries) be provided for. . .. ....... ... .. L. 14 1

Congressional districts, state to be Soldiers’ home, maintenance to be

divided into (Repealed by provided. . . ....... ... . 10 3

Amendment 74). .. ... ... .. 27 13 Suits against state, manner of bringing,

Contested elections of state officers to tobedirected. .. ........ . ... L 2 26

bedecidedby....................... 3 4 Taxation

Convict labor to be provided for. . ........ 2 29 Corporate property to be under general

County government, system of, to be law (Stricken by Amendment 14) .. ... .. 7 3

established . .. ......... .. ... ... . ... 11 4 Deficiencies and expenses to be met.hy. .. 7 8

Court of appeals,asto. ................ 4 30 Exemption of limited amount of

Divorces not to be granted by. . . .. ....... 2 24 personalty. ......... .. ... ... ... .. 7 1

Drugs and medicines, sale to be regulated. . 20 2 Retired persons exemption,

Elections implementation . . ................... 7 10
Certificates of, to be given certain Uniform on same class of property. . ... .. 7 1
state officers. . . ....... .. ... 3 4 Telegraph and telephone regulations to be
Election of necessary county officers, provided. . . ... ... 12 19
duty to provide for. . . ................ 11 5 Vital statistics, bureau of, to be
President, voting for, implementation . . . . . 6 1A established . ........................ 20 1
Qualifications of voters to be regulated Voting, method to be provided by. ........ 6 6
(Amended by Amendment 63). . . ....... 6 1 ENACTMENT OF LAWS

Employees in dangerous employments to be Act, how revised or amended. . . ......... 2 37

protected by law .. ................... 2 35 Amendmentofbill .................... 2 38

Bill to contain but one subject. . .. ........ 2 19

(2004 Ed.) [Vol. 0 RCW—page 119]



Index

Emergency, national-Government continuity
authorizing special legislation . . .. .......
Enactingclause . .....................
Initiative and referendum measures

(See Initiative and referendum)
Laws to be enacted by bill . . ............

Take effect, when (Stricken by

Amendment 7). ........... ... ...
Presiding officer of each house to
signbills . ........ . ..
Rules for signing bills may be prescribed . . .
Styleoflaws. . ......... ... ... .......
Title of bill to disclose object. . .. .........
Veto of bill, and passage over. . . .........
When bills must be introduced, exceptions. .
Yeas and nays, entry on journal required,
when. ... ...

POWERS

Abolition of certain state offices
permitted. . . ... ... .
Appropriation of public funds
(See Appropriations)
Banking corporations, power to limit
liability of . ....... ... ... ... ... ...
Chaplain for penal and reformatory
institutions may be employed. . . .. .......
Charters of corporations cannot be
extended. . ...... ... .. ...
Clerk of supreme court, election may be
provided for. . . ........ . ... . . L.
Constitution

Amendment may be proposed in either

Departure from during emergency due to
enemy attack. . . ......... . ... ... ..
Revision, convention for may be agreed
ON ottt
Corporate property and franchises may be
taken for publicuse. . .................
Corporations, regulationof . . ............

Divorces notto be granted by. . . . ........
Duties of county officer, power to

prescribe. . ... L
Elective franchise may be granted to women
in school elections (Stricken by
Amendment5). .. .......... ... . ...
Emergency, authorizing special powers
during periods of. . . ... .. ... ... ..
Exemptions from taxation, power to provide
(See Taxation)
Extra compensation to officers for past
services prohibited. . . .. ... ... L
Fees of county officers, power to provide
accountability for. . . ......... ... L.
Forfeitures of corporate franchises may be
declared for unlawful combinations . . . .. ..

Remission of, prohibited. . . ............
Harbor areas, building on, may be provided
forbygenerallaw....................
Inferior courts

May be provided. . . .. ....... ... ..., .

Powers of, shall be prescribed. . ........
Irrevocable privilege or franchise, power
tograntdenied . .. ........ .. ... ...
Jury, number for panel and for verdict may
be fixed at less than twelve. . .. ... ......
Lotteries, may authorize by 60% vote. . . . ..
Municipal corporations may be vested with
power to make local improvements. . .. ...
Nonrecourse revenue bonds, authorization. .
Number of judges of supreme court may be
increased. . . ...... ... ...
Private or special laws prohibited. . . ... ...
Public corporations not to be created by
specialact. . ........... ... ... ..
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Public funds, power to provide for
accountingasta.....................
Railroad commission may be established. . .
Rates for freights and passengers
Discrimination may be prevented . . . ... ..
Maximum, may be established. . ........
Removal of judges, attorney general, and
prosecuting attorneys. . . .. .............
Reservation of power in people
(See Initiative and referendum)
Retirement age of judges, power to fix,
limitations . .. ........... ... ... ......
Salaries of judges (See Salaries)
Salaries of state officers (See Salaries)
School fund (common) may be enlarged. . . .
Seat of government cannot be changed by. .
Senate and house of representatives,
legislative authority vested in. . .. ........
Separate departments of supreme court may
be provided. . .......... ... .. .. .. ...,

Special sessions. . . . ... .. L

State building authority may be provided . . .

Supreme court judges, number may be

increased. . . ........ ... ...

Taxation
Corporate authorities may be vested with
power by general laws. . . . ............
Exemption of limited personal property. . . .
Levy to meet fiscal deficiencies . . . ... ...
Local cannot be imposed by. .. .........
Special assessment for local improvements,
power may be vested in corporate
authorities. . .. ...... ... ... . L

Terms of county officers, powers to

prescribe. . ...

Vetoed bills, convening extraordinary

session to reconsider. . .. ........ .. ...

Voters, authority to define manner of

ascertaining qualifications

(Amended by Amendment 63). . .........

(See House of representatives; Initiative

and referendum; Senate)

Liabilities
Corporate, not relieved by alienation or
lease of franchise. . ...................
Extinguishment by special legislation
prohibited. . . . ... ... .. L
Territorial assumed by state. . . . ...........

Liberty
Deprivation of without due process of law
forbidden . ........ ... ... . ... ..

Licentious acts
Guarantee of freedom of conscience in matters
of religious worship does not justify. . . ... ..

Lieutenant governor

Acts as governor, when. . . ...............

Deciding vote, in case of tie in senate . . . . . ..

Electionof............................

Impeachmentof. . ............ ... ... ...

Office may be abolished by legislature. . . . . ..

Presiding officer of senate. . ... ...........
In absence, who presides. . .. ...........

Salary of (See Salaries)

Succession to office of governor . ... .. ... ..

Termofoffice . .............. ... ... ...

Life
Deprivation of without due process of law
prohibited. . . . ... .. ... L

NW®R g Nw
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Limitation of actions
Special legislation prohibited . . .. .. ... .. ...

Limitationonlevies ......................

Limiting production
Combination for, prohibited . . ... ..........

Literacy
Qualification of voters (Amended by
Amendment63) .. .......... ... .. ... ..

Loans
Prohibition against loan of school fund to
private persons or corporations
(Amended by Amendment 44) . ..........
State may borrow to meetdebts .. .........

Local improvements
Authority of cities to levy special taxes
for o

Local officers
Eligible to legislature . . .. ................

Lotteries
Prohibited, except . . . . ... ... L

Majority
Necessary in impeachment . . .. ...........
Passage of bills requires . . . ..............
Petition for division of county requires. . ... ..
Quorum of each house constituted by . . . . . ..
Special act to declare a person of age
prohibited. . . . ... ... L

Malfeasance
Officers liable to impeachment for..........
Recall for ....... ... . ... .. .. ... ... ...

Removal by law, if not subject to impeachment . .

Mandamus
Original and appellate jurisdiction of
SUPFEME COUMt . . . o oottt e e e
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

Mandatory
Constitutional provisionsare .. ............

Manufacturing purposes
Use of waters for, deemed publicuse . . ... ..

Medicine
Practice and sale, legislature to regulate . . . . .

Men
Equal rights and responsibility . . .. .........

Mental Incompetency
Exclusion fromvoting. . . .................

Messages
Governor to communicate with legislature by

Mileage
Members of legislature entitled to
(Partially repealed by Amendment 20) . . . ..

Military
Duty not to be required on election day,

EXCEPL « ot

Not to interfere with elections. . ... .........
Subordinate to civil power . ... ......... ...
(See Army; Militia)

Militia
Citizens subjecttoduty in . . ..............

(2004 Ed.)
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12 22
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7 9
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2 24
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2 22
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1 3334
5 3
4 4
4 6
1 29
21 1
20 2
31 1,2
6 3
3 6
2 23
6 5
1 19
1 18
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Whoexempt. . ...
Exemption to persons having conscientious

SCruples . . . ...
Governor to be commander-in-chief. . . . ... ..
Governor's powertocall forth . . ...........
Members entitled to admission to soldiers’

home,when.........................
Officer of

Election and appointment. . . ............

Eligible to legislature, when . . .. .........
Organization and discipline . . .. ...........
Privilege from arrest, when . .. ............
(See Arms; Army; Military)

Mines
Protection of employees, laws to be passed. . .
Yield tax or ad valorem tax authorized. . . . . ..

Mining purposes
Use of water for, deemed publicuse........

Minors
Property of, not to be affected by special
laws . . ...
(See Children; Majority)

Misdemeanors
Original jurisdiction of superior court . .. .. ...

Money

Corporations etc. not to issue anything but
lawful money of United States . ... .......

Disbursement from state treasury. . . . .......

Public officers to deposit with treasurer. . . . ..

State Taxes payablein . .................

Using public money by officer a felony. . .. ...

(See Public money)

Monopolies
Forbidden . ........ ... ... ... ... .......
Forfeiture of franchise and property may be
declared. .. ...... ... ... . ... .
Penalties to be provided by law. . ... .......

Motor vehicles
License fees and excise taxes to be placed in
special fund . . ....... ... . L

Municipal corporations
Appropriation of right-of-way . . ............
Cities of 10,000 or over may frame own
charter......... ... . ... ... .. ..
Combined city-county. . . . ................

Corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by . ..

Credit or money not to be loaned, exceptions
Debts
Expenditures for port district promotional
activities . ... ...
Release by special law prohibited. . . ... ...

Index

Improvements, power to make by special taxation

OF aSSeSSMENt . . . .o vt
Indebtedness, limitationson. .. ............
Local affairs controlled by, . .. .............
Organization to be under general laws. . . . . ..
Police and sanitary regulations enforced by. . .
Private property not to be taken for debt of . . .
Public money to be deposited with treasurer . .
Salary of officers (Partially repealed by

Amendment54) .. ....... ... ... ...

(Amendment54). . ... ... .. oL
Sealsof. . ...... ... .. ..
Special act to create or amend charter

prohibited . . ... ... ...
Streets, power to extend over tide lands . . . . .
Taxation

Assessment and levy, powerof . .........

Exemption of municipal property from
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Index

taxation. . ......... ... ...

Imposition for local purposes prohibited to

legislature . . . ........ ...

Local power to assess and levy, where. . . . .

Term of officers not to be extended. . . ... ...

Use of public money by official, a felony . . . ..
(See City; Municipal courts; Municipal fines;
Towns and villages)

Municipal courts

Legislature may provide for. .. ............

Municipal fines

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

Municipal indebtedness

Limitations and restrictionson.............

(See City; Towns and villages)

Names

Change of, by special legislation prohibited. . .

Naturalization

Power of, vested in superior court. . ........

Navigable waters
Harbor lines, commission to be established to

Ownership of state in beds and shores

asserted. . ........ .. .. e

New county

Formation by special act not prohibited . . . . . .
Restrictionson. . . .....................

Nonjudicial days

Certain writs may be issued and served on. . .
Superior courts notopenon. .. ............
Supreme court need not be openon........

Nonrecourse revenue bonds

Industrial development projects . .. .........

Nonresidents
Taxation of lands of citizens of United

Normal schools

Included in public school system. ..........

Nuisance, action to abate

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

Oath of office

Prescribed for judges. . . ................
Recall for violation of. . .. ...............

Oaths

Mode of administering. . . . ..............
Oofjudges . ...,
Of senators in impeachment trials . .. .......

Obligation of contracts

Not to be impaired by legislation . . ........

Offenses

Bailable, except. . ... ... ... L.
Existing, to be prosecuted in name of state. . .
Impeachment of public officers for. . .......

Jeopardy, twice in, for same offense,

forbidden . ........ ... ... .. o
Prosecution by information or indictment. . . . .
Rightsofaccused . . .. .................
Trial by jury, rightof ...................
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Office

Acceptance of, under United States or foreign
power vacates seat in legislature,

exXCeptions . . ... ..

Bribery, a disqualification for . . .. ..........
Disqualification of legislators for certain

civiloffices. ............ ... .. ... ..
Ineligibility for legislature of persons

holding certain offices. . . ...............
Judge, opentowhom . . .................
Legislature may abolish certain offices. . . . . ..
Religious qualification not to be required. . . ..
Removal of judges, etc. by joint resolution of

legislature. . . . ... ... L
Removal of judges or justices by supreme

court . ...

Vacancy in, howfilled . .. .. ..............

Officers

Abolition of certain state offices

authorized. . . ....... .. .. ... . ... .. ...,

Accountability for fees and money collected. . .
Compensation, change during term
(See Compensation)
Corrupt solicitation of, prohibited . . . .. ... ...
County officer ineligible for more than two
terms (Repealed by Amendment 22). .. ...
County, township, precinct, and district
election and compensation to be regulated
by legislature . . .. ...... ... . L.
Election of
First, under Constitution. . . .............
When no provision in Constitution. . .. ... ..
Extra compensation prohibited. . . ... .......
Guilty of felony, when uses public money. . . . .

Impeachmentof. . ......................

Legislative, each house to elect. . ... .......
Local, may be members of legislature . . . . . ..
Militia
Appointment or electionof . . ............
Without salary eligible to legislature . . . . . ..
Passes, use or acceptance by, forbidden. . . . .
Public moneys to be deposited with treasurer .
Recall (See Recall of officers)
Removable by law, when not impeachable. . . .
Salary, change, during term (See Salaries)
Territorial and United States, how long to

hold . ......... ... ... ..

Transportation passes
Issuance to, prohibited . . . .. ............

Use of, prohibited. . .. .................

Trustees of state institutions, appointment. . . .
(See Appointment; County officers; District
officers; Governor; Lieutenant governor;
Precinct officers; Recall of officers;
Salaries; State officers; Term of office)

Official acts

Validation by special laws prohibited . . . . . . ..

Omissions

In laws, annual report by judges ... ........

Open space lands

Taxation based on actualuse . ............

Opinions

Of supreme court, publication . . ...........

Original jurisdiction
Superior court . ... ...
Supreme court. . .. ...

Ownership of lands

Prohibited to aliens, except (Repealed by

Amendment42) . ........ ... ... ...
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Pardoning power
Governor vested with, subject to
restrictions . . .. ... ... 3 9
Report to legislature of pardons granted . . . .. 3 11

Partnership (See Copartnerships)

Pass
Grant of, to public officers, prohibited. . . . .. .. 12 20
Use of, by public officers, prohibited . . ... ... 2 39
Passenger tariffs
Abuses and extortions to be prohibited . . . . .. 12 18
Regulation by legislature authorized. . . ... ... 12 18
Penal institutions
State support. . ... ... 13 1
Penalties
Accrued to territory, inureto state . . . ....... 27 3
Incurred, not affected by change in
government . ... 27 5
Remission by special act prohibited. . . ... ... 2 2814)
Violation of provisions against monopolies. . .. 12 22

Penitentiary

Chaplain, rightto employ. . . .............. 1 11
Pension funds, public
Investmentof. . ........ ... ... .. ... ... 29 1
Pension increase not extra compensation . ... 2 25
People
Political power inherentin................ 1 1
Public lands held in trustfor. . . ............ 16 1
Reservation of powers by. . . .............. 2 1
Right
Of petition and peaceful assemblage . . . . .. 1 4
To religious liberty . .. ................. 1 11
To securityinhome . .................. 1 7
Rights retained not affected by grants in
Constitution . . .. ... ... 1 30
Toleration of religious sentiment secured.to. .. 26 1

Permanent school fund
Investmentof. ............ ... ... ... ...... 9 3

(See Common school fund; Common school
construction fund; School fund)

Personal property

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . ... 4 4
Power of legislature to exempt from taxation,
limitations . ......... ... . ... ... ... ... 7 1
Rolling stock of railroad is . . . ............. 12 7
Persons
Convicted of infamous crimes, excluded from
elective franchise . . . ........... ... . ... 6 3
School funds not to be loaned to (Amended by
Amendment44) .. ........ . ... ... ... 16 5

Persons under disability
Sale or mortgage of property forbidden to be

authorized by special law . . . ............ 2 28(4)
Petition
Right of, not to be abridged. . . ............ 1 4
(See Initiative and referendum; Recall of
officers)

Police justice

Justice of peace may bemade . ........... 4 10
Police power
Counties, cities, towns, townships may
EXEICISE . v vt et e 11 11

(2004 Ed.)

Political power

Inherentinpeople. ......... ... ... . ... 1
Pooling
By common carriers prohibited (Repealed by
Amendment 67) .. ....... ... ... ... 2

(See Combinations)
Popular government (See Initiative and referendum)

Population
Classification of counties by. . . ............ 11

Port districts
Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial

development projects . . .. .............. 32
Excepted from levy limitation. . .. .......... 7
Promotional activities. . . ................. 8
Postmaster

Eligible to legislature, when. .. ............ 2
Powers

Executive, vested ingovernor . . . .......... 3

Initiative and referendum (See Initiative
and referendum)

Judicial, where vested . . . ................ 4
Legislative
During emergency periods caused by enemy
attack .. ... ... 2
Wherevested .. .......... ... ... ... ... 2
Pardoning, where vested. . . .. ............ 3

Precinct officers
Election, duties, terms, and compensation to be

provided for by legislature. . .. ........... 11
Official bonds unaffected by change in

government . . ... 27
Territorial, hold office until when. . ... ....... 27
Vacancies, how filled. . ... ............... 11

President of senate

Lieutenant governor shallbe . . ............ 3

Temporary presiding officer, when chosen. ... 2
Press

Liberty of, secured. . . .. ....... ... ... ... 1
Prices

Combination to fix, prohibited. . . . ... ....... 12
Private affairs

Disturbance of, prohibited . . ... ........... 1
Private corporations (See Corporations)
Private legislation

Prohibited in enumerated cases. .. ......... 2
Private property

Not to be taken for public debts. . ... ....... 11

Taking for public or privateuse . . .. ........ 1

(See Eminent domain)
Privilege

Irrevocable grant of, prohibited. . . ... .. ... .. 1

Legislative members not subject to arrest or

civil process, when. . .................. 2
Militia not to be arrested, when . ... ........ 10
Voters privileged from arrest at election,
EXCEPL . .o 6

Privileges

Equal to all citizens and corporations. . . . . . .. 1

Hereditary, grant of, by state prohibited. . . . .. 1

Special, prohibited. . . . ....... ... .. L. 1

Index

22

28

13
16

12

12

[Vol. 0 RCW—page 123]



Index

Probate courts
Transfer from territorial to superior court . . . . . 27

Probate matters

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . .. 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4
Transfer of jurisdiction from territorial

probatecourt . ......... ... ... .. ..., 27

Process

Authority of superior court extends

throughoutstate. . . ................... 4
Legislators privileged from, when. . .. ....... 2
State courts may have served on lands of

United States . . . . .................... 25
Styleof ... ... . 4
Territorialtobe valid . . .................. 27

Proclamation of president

State Constitution to go into effect upan. . . . .. 27
Prohibition
Appellate and revisory jurisdiction of
SUpreme Court . . ......... i 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4
Sale of liquors, separate article (rejected) . ... 27
Writs of, may be issued and served on
nonjudicialdays . . . ................... 4
Property
Corporate, subject to eminent domain . . .. ... 12
Deprivation without due process of law
prohibited . . ... ... ... 1
Private, not to be taken to pay public debts. .. 11
Taking for private use prohibited,
exXCeptions . .. ... .. 1
Territorial, to vestinstate . . .............. 27

(See Personal property; Taxation)

Prosecuting attorney
Election, duties, term, compensation,

legislature to provide for. . . ............. 11
Removal from office by legislature. . ... ... .. 4
Prosecutions
Commenced before statehood, how conducted . . .
Conducted in name of state. . . . ........... 4
May be by information or indictment . . ... ... 1
Unaffected by change in government. . . ... .. 27

(See Criminal actions)

Protection
Life, liberty and property entitledta . . .. ... .. 1
Persons engaged in dangerous employments,
provisionsfor . . ....... .. ... . 2
Public arms, provision for safekeeping. . . .. .. 10
Public arms
Protection and safekeeping to be provided. . .. 10
Publication
Amendments proposed to Constitution. . . . . .. 23

Liberty of, guaranteed . . ... .............. 1
Of measures referred to the people. . ....... 2
Opinions of supreme court. . .. ............ 4
Receipts and expenditures of public money. .. 7

Public corporations (See Municipal corporations)

Public debts
Private property not to be taken in

paymentof.............. ... ... ...... 11

Public employment
Religious qualification not to be required. . . .. 1
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Public funds
Legislature to provide for accounting. . ... ... 11
Private use of by officers felonious. . . .. ... .. 11

(See Appropriations; Investments; Industrial
insurance trust fund; Public pension funds;
School funds)

Public health
Exception from power of referendum of bills
affecting. . ....... .. . . 2
Laws regulating deleterious occupations
tobepassed. ........... ... ... .. ..., 2
State board of, shall be created. . . ... ...... 20

Public indebtedness

Municipal, limitof ...................... 8

State building authority. . . ................ 8

State, limitof. . ....... ... ... ... ... 8
Exceptionsto............ ... ........ 8

Territorial, assumed by state . . . . .......... 26
(See City; County indebtedness; State
indebtedness; Towns and villages)

Public institutions
Exception from power of referendum of bills

affecting. . ....... .. 2

State sUpport. . ... ... 13
Public lands

Disclaimer by state of title to

unappropriated . . . ... ... 26
Granted to state held in trust for people. . . . .. 16
Sale only for full market value . .. .......... 16
Unappropriated to be subject to control

of United States . . . . .................. 26

(See Commissioner of public lands;
Granted lands; Lands; School lands)

Public money

Accountability of public officers . ... ........ 11
Appropriation for religious worship

prohibited. . . . ... .. .. L 1
Deposit with treasurer required . . ... ....... 11
Energy, water, or stormwater or sewer services

loans for conservation. . . ............... 8
Statement of receipts and expenditures to

be published annually. . . ............... 7
Using or making a profit out of, a felony. . . . .. 11

(See Money)

Public office
Religious qualification not to be required. . . .. 1

Public officer
Change of compensation during term
(See Compensation)
Religious qualifications, prohibition
against. . . ... 1
(See Officers)

Public pension funds
Investmentof. . ........ ... ... .. ... .. 29
Pension increase not extra compensation . ... 2

Public property

Not to be applied to religious worship . . .. ... 1
Public safety
Exception from power of referendum of bills
affecting. . ....... .. 2
Ground for suspension of habeas corpus. . . . . 1

Public schools

Establishment and maintenance guaranteed . . 26
Free from sectarian control . .. ............ 9

26
Open to all children of state. . . ............ 9

1(b)
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Superintendent of public instruction to

have supervision. . . ...................

System to be established by state. .. .......

Includingwhat . ................... ...
(See Common schools; Education; High schools;

Normal schools; Technical schools)

Public use

Ofstatewaters . . ......................

Taking of private property for. . .. ..........
(See Eminent domain)

Public utility districts
Excepted from levy limitation. . .. ... .......

Punishment
Bribery and corrupt solicitation,

how punished. . .. ....... ... ... .....

Cruel, notto be inflicted. . .. ..............

Qualifications
Judges of supreme and superior coutts. . . . . .
Members of legislature. . .. ...............
Each house to be judge of . .. ...........
Religious, not to be required for public
office

State officers. . . ...... ... ... . .. ...

Voters, of (See Voter)

Quo warranto
Appellate and original jurisdiction of

supreme court ... ...

Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...

Quorum
Legislature
Majority of each house to constitute . . . . . ..
Less number may adjourn and compel

attendance. . ........... ... ..

Supreme court, majority of judges necessary. .

Race
Discrimination in education on account of,

prohibited . . ... ... ...

Railroad and transportation commission
May be established by legislature . .........

Railroad companies
Charges to any point not to exceed those to
more distant station . . . ................
Combinations to regulate production or
transportation of commodities prohibited. . . .
Sharing earnings forbidden
(Repealed by Amendment 67) . ..........
Commission to control may be established . . .
Common carriers, subject to legislative
control
Connection at state line with foreign
railroads authorized . . .................
Consolidation with competing lines

prohibited. . . . ... .. ... L

Delay in receipt and transportation of
connecting cars forbidden. . . ............
Discrimination
Between telegraph companies forbidden. . . .
In charges between persons and places
prohibited
Excursion and commutation tickets may

begranted . ......... ... ... ... ... ...
Express companies to be allowed equal terms . . .

Extortion and discrimination in rates to

beprevented . ......... ... ... ... ...

Grant of passes to public officers forbidden. . .
Intersecting, crossing or connecting with
other railroads authorized. . ... ..........

(2004 Ed.)
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22
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Maximum rates of fare and freight may be

established by law .. ..................

Passes
Acceptance and use by public officers
unlawful
Issuance of, prohibited . . . .. ............
Rolling stock subject to taxation and

executionsale .......................

Telegraph and telephone companies to be
allowed to use right-of-way. . ............
Transfer of cars, when shall form

connectionsfor. . .....................

(See Common carriers)

Railway cars
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on . . .

Ratification
Constitutional amendments . . .. ...........
Revision of Constitution. . .. ..............

Real property
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...
Retired persons tax exemption. . . .. ........
Taxation based on actualuse . . ...........

Rebellion or invasion
Suspension of writ of habeas corpus. . ... ...
(See also Invasion and attack)

Recall of officers

Groundsfor.............. ... .. .. ......

Legislature, duty to pass necessary laws to
carry out recall provisions. . .. ...........

Officers subjectto. . ....................

Petition for, content and filing

requirements. . . ... ...

Special election on petition far. . . ..........

Receipts and expenditures
Account of, to be published. .. ............

Reclamation
Taking property for is publicuse . ... .......

Recognizances
Territorial inuretostate . . .. ..............

Valid and unaffected by change in government . .

Records
Continuity of government in emergency periods
duetoenemyattack. . .................
Of legislature and executive department,
secretary of statetokeep. .. ............
Of state officers to be kept at capital . . . . . . ..
Of territorial courts, transferred to superior

COUMS. . ..ot e

Redistricting

Commission. . ......... ...

Legislature’'s approval . . .................
Plan

Referendum (See Initiative and referendum)

Reforestation
Yield tax or ad valorem tax authorized. . . . . ..

Regents
Appointment for state institutions. . . ........

Registration law
Compliance with by elector necessary. . .. ...
Enactment by legislature required, when . . . ..

e

13

Index
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39
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13
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13

33
34
34

33
33
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42

17
24

43

43
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Index

Power of legislature to provide for punishment
for illegal registration (Amended by

Amendment63) .. .......... . ... . ... .. 6
Release of debt or obligation
Special legislation prohibited . . .. .......... 2
Religion
Appropriations of public funds for religious
purposes prohibited . . . ... ... ... L. 1

Chaplain for state penitentiary, mental institutions,
county or health district health care. . . .. ... 1
Freedom of conscience guaranteed. ... ... .. 1
Juror not incompetent because of . .. .. ... .. 1
No person to be molested on account.of. . . .. 1
6

Public office, religious qualification

prohibited. . . . ... .. ... L 1
Toleration in, secured . . . ................ 26
Witness not incompetent because of . . ... ... 1

Removal from office
Commission on judicial conduct,

recommendations. . ................... 4
Impeachment. . . ........ ... ... ... ... 5
Joint resolution of legislature for removal. . . . . 4
Judges and justices, by supreme caurt . . . . .. 4
Officers liable to impeachment. . . .......... 5

Officers not liable to impeachment,

howremoved........................ 5
Of governor, whotoact. . ................ 3
(See Recall of officers)

Reporter of supreme court . . . .............. 4
Reports
Decisions of supreme court. . . ............ 4
Defects and omissions in the laws. . ... ... .. 4

Representative districts

Apportionment among counties . . . ......... 22
Vacancies, how filled. . ... ............... 2
Representatives
Apportionment among counties . . . ......... 22
Compensation and mileage. . .. ........... 2
28

Electionof. .. ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... 2
Numberof...... ... ... .. . ... ..... 2
Privilege

From arrest, except . . ................. 2

From civil process, when . .............. 2
Qualifications of. . . ..................... 2
Reapportionment after each census. . .. ... .. 2
Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... ...... 2
Vacancy in office, how filled. . . .. .......... 2
(See House of representatives; Recall of

officers)

Reprieves
Report of, by governor to legislature . .. .. ... 3

Residence
Not affected by certain absences, for purposes

of voting and eligibility to office. . ... ... ... 6
Qualifications for voters. . . ............... 6
Retired persons tax exemption for. . ........ 7
State officers,where . . .. .............. .. 3

Residential energy conservation
Loanofcredit ........... ... ... ....... 8
Retirement
Funds, investmentof. ... ................ 29
Judges of supreme, superior courts. . . ... ... 4
Public officers, increase in pension not
extra compensation. . . ................. 2
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Retired persons tax exemption. . . .. ........ 7

Revenue and taxation
Corporate property subject same as individual
(Stricken by Amendment 14). . .. ......... 7
Exemptions from taxation (See Taxation)
Retired persons property tax exemption. . . . . .
Uniform and equal rate required. . . ......... 7
(See Taxation)

Review, writ of
Appellate and revisory jurisdiction of
SUPIEME COUMt . o o oot 4
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ... 4

Revision of Constitution
Conventionfor. . ....................... 23

Right of petition

Not to be abridged. . . ................... 1
Right-of-way
Appropriation of property for. . . ............ 1

(See Eminent domain)

Right to assemble

Not to be abridged. . . ................... 1
Right to bear arms

Not to be impaired. . . ................... 1

Restriction on employment of armed men by

private persons. . . ... 1

Rights

Declarationof . ........................ 1

Enumerated, not to affect others retained . ... 1

Not affected by change in government. . . . . .. 27

Reservation of rights in people (See
Initiative and referendum)

Road district
Vacancy in office, how filled. . . .. .......... 11

Roads(See Highways; State roads; Streets and roads)
Rolling stock
Personal property, subject to taxation and
executionsale. . .............. .. L 12

Rules of court
Assignment of business of superior court

under . . ... 4
Court of appeals, governing. . ... .......... 4
Judges of superior courts to establish . . . . ... 4

Rules of proceedings
Each house to determine. . . .............. 2

Salaries
Change in, during term of public officer

(Partially repealed by Amendment 54) . . . .. 2
3
4
11
28
(Amendment54). . ... .. ... oL 30
Clerk of supreme court . . ................ 4
County, township, precinct, and district
officers. . ... .. 11
Establishment . .. .......... ... .. ... ... 28
Independent commissiontoset. ........... 28
Judges of supreme and superior courts
(partially superseded by Amendment 78) . .. 4
Justice of peace in certain cities . .. ........ 4
Referendum by people when changed. . . . . .. 28
Reporter of supreme court. . . ............. 4
State officers (Amendment 20) (Amendment 78) .

10

16

24

24
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Attorney general (Partially superseded

by Amendment 78) . . ................. 3
Auditor (Partially superseded by
Amendment78). . ............ ...
Commissioner of public lands. . . .........
Governor (Partially superseded by
Amendment 78). .. ... ... ... 3
Legislature, members of (Partially

superseded by Amendment 78). . ........ 2
Lieutenant governor (Partially superseded

by Amendment 78) . . ................. 3
Secretary of state (Partially superseded

by Amendment78) .. ................. 3
Superintendent of public instruction

(Partially superseded by Amendment 78). .. 3
Treasurer (Partially superseded by

Amendment 78). . .. ... . 3

W w

Sanitary regulations
County, city, and town may enforce. ........ 11

School district
Exemption of property from taxation. . . ... ... 7
Indebtedness, limitationson. . ............. 8

School elections
Women may be permitted to vote (Stricken by

Amendment5)............. ... ....... 6
School fund

Applied exclusively to common schools. . . . .. 9
Apportionment by special act forbidden. . . ... 2
Bonds, investment in (Amendment 1)
Enlargementof . ......... ... ... ...... 9
Interest to be applied to current expenses. ... 9
Investment. . . ............ ... .. ... ... 16
Loans to private persons or corporations

forbidden (Amended by Amendment 44)... 16
Losses from, assumed by state. . ... ....... 9
Sources from which derived. . . ... ......... 9

(See Common school construction fund; Common
school fund; Permanent school fund)

School lands
Sale, mannerof. . ...................... 16
Schools
Maintained by public funds to be free from
sectariancontrol. .. ................... 9
Public school system, what included in . . . ... 9

(See Common schools; Education; High schools;
Normal schools; Public schools)

Seal
Commissions to be sealed. . .. ............ 3
Of state, designof. .. ................... 18
Custodian, secretary of statetobe. ....... 3
Of superior courts, designof . . ............ 27
Of territorial court, county and municipal
officers, to be seals under state . . . ....... 27

Seat of government
Continuity of government in emergency

periods due to enemy attack. . . .......... 2
Documents, storage. . . . ................. 3
Election for, under territorial law. . . . .. ...... 27
Formofballot ......................... 27
Location, how determined . . . ............. 14
Officersresidence . . .. .................. 3
Permanent location, how changed. .. ....... 14
Provision for determination if no choice at

firstelection......................... 14
Temporary, to be located where. . . ... ...... 14

Secrecy
In legislative proceedings. . . .............. 2
Of ballot, to be secured at elections. . .. ... .. 6
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Secretary of state
Attests commissions issued by state . . ... ...
Bureau of statistics, etc., to be established
inofficeof ........ ... ... ... . ... ...
Delivery of election returns for executive
officers. . ... .
Duties . . ...
Electionof. .. ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ...
Initiative measures, filing petitions . . .. ... ...
Records to be kept at seat of government. . . .
Referendum petition filed with . . . ... .......
Residence to be maintained at seat of
governmMeNt . .. ..o v it
Salary (See Salaries)
Seal of state to be keptby. . .. ............
Submitting measures to the people pending
enactment of specific legislation
respecting initiative and referendum. . . . . ..
Succession to office of governor . ... .......
Termofoffice . .............. ... ... ...

Sectarian control
Public schools to be free from.............

Security
Of individual rights, what is essential. . . . . . ..
Of person in private affairs and home . ... ...

Senate
Consent to certain appointments by governor. .
Impeachments tried by. . .................
Conviction requires two-thirds vote. . ... ...
Legislative authority vestedin . . . ..........
Number of senators. . .. .................
Presiding officer in absence of lieutenant
o 01V 7=T 1 o
Quorum, majority to constitute. . . .. ........
Redistricting ... ....... ... ... .. ... . ...
(See Legislature; Senators)

Senatorial districts
Apportionment among counties . . . . ........
Convenient and contiguous territory required. .
Numbering to be consecutive. . . . ..........
Representative districts not to be divided. . . . .
Vacancy in office, how filled. . . .. ..........

Senators
Allotmentof ........ ... ... .. .. .. ... ...
Apportionment. . .. ... ... o
Compensation and mileage. . . ............

Elections. .. ... ... i
Impeachments tried by. . . ................
Number. .. ... ... ... . .. .
Privilege

From arrest, except . . .................

From civil process, when . .. ............
Qualifications. . . ......... ... . ... . . ...
Redistricting . . ........ .. ... ... ... ...
Recall ....... ... ... . . ... .
Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... .. .....
Vacancy in office, how filled. . . .. ..........

Separate articles
Submission for adoption or rejection . . ... ...
Formofballot .........................
Prohibition (rejected) . . . .. ...............
Woman suffrage (rejected). . .. ............

Sessions, legislative
Duration . ............ ...,
Must be open, exceptions . . . .............
Regular. ....... .. ... ... . ... . ..
Special ...

9
26

NN

Index

15

34

17
1(a)
1(d)
24
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Vetoed bills, extraordinary session

toreconsider. . . ........ . ... oL

Settlement of land
Taking of property for is publicuse . . .......

Sewers
City or town may contract debt for,
limitations

Sex
Denial of franchise on account of, legislature
may provide against in school elections
(Stricken by Amendment 5). . . ...........
Discrimination in education on account of,

prohibited. . . ....... ... ... .
Equalrights. . .............. ... . ... ...

Sex qualifications for voting abolished

(Amendment 63). . . ........ ... ...

Sheriffs
Election, duties, terms, etc., to be provided

for by legislature. . .. ......... ... .....

Shores and beds of navigable waters
Assertion of state ownership . . ............

3

Disclaimer by state where patented, exception . . .

Soldiers
Nonresident, excluded from enumeration of

state inhabitants. . . . ..................

Quartering in private house forbidden,

exceptions . .. ...

Soldiers’ home
Admission granted to certain state militiamen,
Union soldiers, sailors, and marines.. . . .. ..
Maintenance by state to be provided for. . . . . .

Special election
Recall of public officers, election on

petitionfor . ...... ... ... ...

Reference of measures to peopleat . .......

Special legislation
Prohibited in enumerated cases. .. .........

Special privileges
Grant of, prohibited . . . . ........... ... ...

Invalid, when. . ........................

Special taxation
For local improvements authorized. . . .. ... ..

Speech
Liberty of, guaranteed . . ... ..............

Speedy trial

Rightofaccused . .. ....................

Standing army
Not to be kept in time of peace . .. .........

State

Boundaries . ............ .
Building authority. . . .. ..................

Cession to United States of exclusive
legislation over certain lands. . . ..........
Reservation of right to serve process.. . . . ..

Compact with United States. . .. ...........

Congressional districts, division into
(Repealed by Amendment 74) .. .........

Continuity of government in emergency periods
duetoenemy attack. . . ................

Convict labor not to be let out by contract. . . .

Corporations, ownership of stock in or loaning
credit to, prohibited. . . ... ... . ... ...
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Creditnottobeloaned ..................

Criminal prosecutions continued in name of
state on change of government. . .........
Debts, fines, penalties, and forfeitures,
accrued to territory inure to state . . . ... ...
Debts
Limitationonpower . ..................
Money raised, how applied. . . ...........
Powertocontract. .. ..................
Disclaimer of title to federal and Indian

lands .. ... ... .. ..

Division into senatorial and representative

districts
Education, duty to provide for all children. . . . .
Harbors, restriction on sale of lands or

rights in
Indian lands, when taxable. . .. ............
Lands granted to, held in trust for people. . . ..
Ownership of beds and shores of navigable

watersasserted . .. ..... ... ... ...

Public schools, assumption of duty of

establishing. . . .......... ... ... ... ...

State institutions to be supported. . .. .......
Suits againstthe state. . . ................
Taxation, state property exempt from. . . ... ..
Territory

Debts and liabilities of, assumption by. . . . . .

Property of, passestostate . . ...........
Timber and stone on state lands, sale.of. . . ..
Title in lands patented by United States

disclaimed by........................

Validation by special law of void official
acts against the state not prohibited. . . . . ..

State auditor (See Auditor)

State board of health
Legislature to establish . . ................

State building authority

Authorized. . . ........ .. .. ..

State capital
Location, howmade. . .. .................
Change of, method . . . ..................
(See Seat of government)

State courts
Jurisdiction of actions in territorial courts
tobeassumedby......... ... ... ... ..

State indebtedness
Annual expenses and state debt to be met by
taxation (Amended by Amendment 14) . . ..
Limit of aggregate debt . . .. ..............
Increase allowed to repel invasion . . ... ...
Also for single work or object, after
submissiontovote . . ................
Losses in permanent school fund assumed

asstatedebt ........... ... ... .. ......

State building authority. . . .. ...... ... .. ..
State may contract debtstomeet . .. .. ... ..

State institutions

Chaplains . ........... ... .. ...

Officers appointed by governor, with advice

ofsenate . ........... ... ... . . ...

Support by state required. . . .. ......... ...

State land commissioner(See Commissioner of
public lands)

State lands(See Lands; Public lands)

State militia (See Militia)
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8 1
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State officers Streets and roads
Abolition of certain offices, power Extension over tide lands permitted. . .. ... ..
granted legislature . . . .......... ... ... 25 Opening or altering under special laws
Compensation, change during term (See Salaries) prohibited, exceptions. . . ...............
Duties of, temporary succession to during (See Highways)
EMEIgeNCY . . . v vt e et e e 2 42
Elections Students
Contested, legislature to decide . .. ....... 4 Absence does not affect right to vote. . . .. ...
First under Constitution, how and when . ... 27 7
Quadrennial . . ......... ... ... .. ...... 6 8 Subpoena
Ties to be settled by legislature. . . . ....... 4 Accused in criminal action has right to
Timeof ..... ... .. . . 6 8 compel attendance of witnesses. .. .......
Governor may require information from. .. ... 5
Impeachment, who liableto. .. ............ 2 Suffrage
Information to be furnished to governor in Denial on account of sex, legislature may
writingby . ... . 3 5 provide against in school elections
Passes, acceptance and use prohibited. . . . .. 12 20 (Stricken by Amendment 5). . . ...........
39 Exercise of right to be free, equal and
Qualifications. . . ........... .. .. ... ..., 3 25 undisturbed. . .. ... ..
Records, to be kept at seat of government . . . 24 Qualifications of voters (See Voter)
Removal of those not subject to impeachment ... 5 3
Residence of certain, at state capital. . ... ... 24 Suits against state
Salaries (See Salaries) Legislature to direct. . . .. ................
Terms . .. 3 3
(See Officers; Public officers) Superintendent of public instruction
Duties . . ...
State offices Electionof......... .. ... ... .. ... .. ...
Abolition of certain, permitted. . . ........... 25 Records to be kept at seat of government. . . .
Eligibility to . ........ ... .. .. ... ... ... 3 25 Salary (See Salaries)
Succession to office of governor . . .. .......
State reformatories Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... .. .....
Chaplain, employmentof. .. .............. 1 11
Superior court
State roads Actions, review of . ... ... .. oL
Opening by special law prohibited, except. . . . 28(2) Assignment of judges by supreme court . . . ..
Assignment of judges by governar. . ........
State school tax Clerk . ..o
Applied exclusively to common schools. . . . .. 2 Court commissioners, appointed . . .. .......
Courtofrecord . ........... . ... ... ..
State seal Decisions of causes to be made within
Description and custody. . . . .............. 3 18 ninetydays. . ...
Election and districts . . .. ................
State taxes(See Taxation) First, contests to be determined how. . . . . ..
Eligibilityto . ......... ... ... ... ... ...
State treasurer (See Treasurer) Equity jurisdiction . ......... .. ... ...
Grand jury summoned only on order of judge ...
Statement of receipts and expenditures Judges
Annual publication required . . . ............ 7 7 Each, where more than one, invested with
powersofall........................
Statistics Electonof . ...... ... ... .. .. .. ... ...
Bureau of, established. . .. ............... 2 34 Number and distribution . . . .............
Pro tempore, when authorized . . .........
Statutes Retirement. . ..................... ...
Enacting clause, styleof . . ............... 2 18 Sits in any county, when. . .. ............
When take effect (Stricken by Amendment 7) 2 31 Supreme court duty, performance upon
(See Acts; Bill; Laws) FEQUEST . . v i
Termof office ........... ... ... ........
Stockholders Judicial power, vestedin. . ...............
Consent necessary to increase corporate stock ... 12 6 Jurisdiction, original and appellate. .. .......
Joinder as parties defendant in actions Naturalization, power of. . .. ..............
against corporation. . . ............... .. 12 4 Open, except on nonjudicial days. . ... ......
Liability for corporate debts . . . ............ 12 4 Other court, perform dutiesin . ............
In banking, insurance and joint stock Probate courts, appellate jurisdiction over . . . .
COMPANIES. .« . v vttt et e et e 12 11 Process extends to all parts of state . . ... ...
(See Corporations; Stock of corporations) Report to supreme court defects in laws . . . . .
Retirement of judges . . .. ................
Stock of corporations Review by court of appeals or supreme court
Counties, cities, etc., not to own, except . . . .. 7 Rules of practice, shall establish .. .........
Fictitious increase void. . . . ............... 12 6 Salary (See Salaries)
Increase allowed only under general law. . . . . 12 6 Seal ...
With consent of majority of stockholders. ... 12 6 Sessions and distribution of business. . ... ...
Issued only to bona fide holdets . .. ........ 12 6 Territorial causes and records pass.to.......
(See Corporations; Stockholders) Vacancies, governortofill . . ..............
Writs, power toissue. . .. ........ ... ... ..
Stone (See Judges of superior court)
Sale from state lands authorized . . . ... ... .. 16 3
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Supreme court Law imposing tax must state object. . . ... ... 7 5
Assignment of superior court judges by. .. ... 4 2(a) Legislative power to provide for exemption. ... 7 1
Chief justice, how determined . .. .......... 4 3 Levy only in pursuance of law . . . .......... 7 5
Clerk to be appointed. . . . ................ 4 22 Proceeds applied only to object stated. . . . . 7 5
Court of appeals, rules governing . ......... 4 30 Property subjectto. ................... 7 1
Courtofrecord . ......... ... ... ...... 4 11 Local, legislature no power to impose . . . . ... 11 12
Decisions to be in writing and state grounds .. 4 2 Mines and mineral resources, yield tax or
Departments of court may be provided . . . ... 4 2 ad valoremtaxon..................... 7 1
Electionof judges . . .............. ... ... 4 3 Municipal corporations
Eligibility to office . ..................... 4 17 Authority to assess and collect taxes . . . . .. 7 9
Judges Power to assess and collect local taxes . ... 11 12

Courtto consistof five. . ............... 4 2 Nonresidents, lands of, how taxed. . ........ 26 2
Number may be increased . . ... ......... 4 2 Open space lands, actualuse . . ........... 7 11
Retirement. .. ......... ... ... ...... 4 3(a) Power of taxation. . .. ........... ... .. ... 7 1
Salary (See Salaries) Property subjectto. . .............. ... ... 7 1,2
Termofoffice ....................... 4 3 Property tax limited to 1 per cent of true
Judicial power vestedin. . ................ 41 andfairvalue..................... ... 7 2
Jurisdiction, original and appellate. .. ....... 4 4 Public purposes, taxation limitedto . . . ... ... 7 1
Open except on nonjudicial days. . ......... 4 2 Real estate, uniformity of taxation of . . . ... .. 7 1
Opinions to be published. .. .............. 4 21 Real property, retired persons exemption. . . . . 7 10
Power to censure, remove, etc., judges and Rolling stock of railroads subjectto......... 12 17
justices. . . ... 4 31 Special assessments for local improvements. . 7 9
Power toissue writs. . . .. ................ 4 4 Standing timber, actualuse. .. ............ 7 11
Quorum, majority of judges to form and State purposes
pronounce decisions. . . . ........ ... ... 4 2 Payable into treasury in money only. . . .. .. 7 6
Report of defects in laws to be made to Taxes for, no commutation of county’s
[o 03 Z=T ¢ T 4 25 proportionate share. . . ................ 11 9
Reporter to be appointed. . . .............. 4 18 Surrender of state’s power to tax corporate
Retirementof judges . . .. ................ 4 3(a) property prohibited (Stricken by
Review of superior court actions . ... ....... 4 30 Amendment14) .. ...... ... . ... ... 7 4
Seal ... 27 9 Taxable property, defined .. .............. 7 1
Sessions to be held where. . .. ............ 4 3 Taxing district, defined. . . ................ 7 2
Temporary judicial dutiesin. . ............. 4 2(a) Timberlands, actualuse. . .. .............. 7 11
Territorial supreme court, when jurisdiction Towns, power to assess and collect local
over causes passes to state court. . . ... ... 27 8 fAXeS . . 11 12
Vacancies, how filled. . .. ................ 4 3 Uniformity required . .. .................. 7 1,9
(See Judges of supreme court) Yield tax authorized for mines and
reforested land. . .. ....... ... ... ... 7 1
Supreme courtclerk. . .......... . ... ... ... 4 22 (See Revenue and taxation)
Supreme court reporter .. ... ... 4 18 Technical schools
Included in public school system. .......... 9 2

Supreme law

Constitution of United Statesis . ........... 1 2 Telegraph and telephone companies
Common carriers. . ... ... 12 19

Surgery Construction of lines authorized. . ... ....... 12 19

Practice of, to be regulated by law. . . ... .... 20 2 Delay and discrimination in handling
messages prohibited. . .. ... ... ... ... 12 19

Swamp and overflowed lands Eminent domain, right extended to. . . .. ... .. 12 19

Disclaimer by state of title to patented. . . . . .. 17 2 Railroads to grant like facilities to all
COMPANIES . . . ottt et e e 12 19

Taxation Rights-of-way, railroads must allow use for
Ad valorem tax on mines and reforested lands ... 7 1 construction of lines . . . ................ 12 19
Agricultural lands, actualuse. . .. .......... 7 11
Assessment or collection by special laws Tenure of office

prohibited. . . ....... ... ... .. L 2 28(5) County officers ineligible for more than two
Cities, power, to assess and collect local terms in succession (Repealed by
faxes . .. 11 12 Amendment22) . .......... .. ... ... 11 7
Counties, power to assess and collect local. .. 11 12 Extension of term not to be granted to county
Deficiencies, state tax may be levied for . . . .. 7 8 and local officers. . . ................... 11 8
Exemptions allowed for certain property. . . . . . 7 1 In office at adoption of Constitution, how
Indian lands, when. . . ................. 26 2 longtohold . .......... ... .. .. ... ... 27 14
Public property exemption. . . ............ 7 1 State treasurer ineligible for succeeding
Real property, retired persons. . . ......... 7 10 term (Amended by Amendment 31)....... 3 25
United States lands, whe . .. ............ 7 1 (See Recall of officers; Term of office)
26 2
Farms, actualuse . . .................... 7 11 Term of office
Federal agencies and property may be taxed, Attorney general . . ........ ... ... ... ... 3 3
when ... 7 3 Auditorofstate . . . ........... ... ... 3 3
Gasoline (certain) taxes limited to highway Commencementofterm. . ................ 3 4
purposesonly. . ......... ... .. ... 2 40 Of first officers elected under
Head of family exemption . . .............. 7 1 Constitution. . .. ........ ... ... . ... ... 27 16
Indian lands, patented, how taxed . . ........ 26 2 Commissioner of publiclands . . ........... 3 3
Intangible property. . . ... .. oL 7 1 Compensation increase during term. . . ... ... 30 1
Jurisdiction County, district, precinct and township
Appellate, of supreme court . . ........... 4 4 officers. . ... ... 11 5
Original, of superior court. . . ............ 4 6 GOoVernor. . ... 3 2
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Judges of supreme court. . . ..............

Of superiorcourt. . . ...................
Lieutenant governor. . .. .................
Officers not provided for in Constitution,

legislature to fix . . ............. ... .. ..
Representatives. . .. ........... ... ......
Secretary of state. . . ........... ... . ...,
Senators . . ... ...
Superintendent of public instruction. ... ... ..
Treasurerofstate . . ....................
(See Recall of officers; Tenure of office)

Territory
Accrued debts, fines, etc., inure to state . . . ..
Bonds and recognizances given to, pass to

Courts of, continue untilwhen. .. ..........

Causes transferred to state courts . . ... ...
Debts of, assumed by state. . . ............
Existing counties to be subdivisions of

Existing rights, suits, etc., change in form

of government not to affect. . .. ..........
Laws to remain in force, conditions . .. ... ...

Except those granting tide lands. . . . ... ...
Liabilities, assumption of, by state. . . .. ... ..
Officers to hold until superseded by state

officers. ...... ... . .
Processtobevalid .....................
Property of, to vestinstate . . .............

Testimony
Accused not required to testify against
himself......... ... ... ... ... . ..
Except in case of bribery or corrupt
solicitation . . .......... ... . ...
Right of accused to testify . . . .............
Treason, what necessary for conviction. . . . . .
Weight of, not affected by religious belief. . . . .
(See Evidence)

Tide lands
Ownership by state asserted . . . ...........
Streets may be extended over, by municipal
COrporations . . .. ...
Title to lands patented disclaimed by state. . . .
Vested rights may be asserted in courts . . . . .

Tide waters
Control and regulation within harbor areas. . . .

Timber
Sale from state lands authorized, how. . .. ...
Sale, proceeds to common school construction
fund . ... ..
Taxation based on actualuse . ............

Timberlands
Reforestation lands, yield tax. . .. ..........
Sale of, whenvalid . ....................
Taxation based on actualuse . . ...........

Time
Petition for initiative measures, time for
filing
Referendum petition, time for filing. . . . ... ...

Title
Assertion by state intide lands . . .. ........
Disclaimer by state to patented lands. . . . . . ..

Tolerance
Secured in matters of religious sentiment . . . .

Toll

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . ...
Original jurisdiction of superior court . . ... ...
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Towns and villages
Amendment of charter by special act

prohibited. . . . ... .. ... L 2
Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial

development projects . . . . ...... ... ... 32
Corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by . ..
Credit not to be loaned, except . . .. ........ 8
Indebtedness, limitationson. . ............. 8
Moneys to be deposited with treasurer. . . . . .. 11

Use of, by official, afelony. .. ........... 11
Officers

Salaries of, change during term

(Partially repealed by Amendment 54). . . . . 11

(Amendment54) .. ....... ... ... ... 30

Term notto be extended . .. ............ 11
Organization under general laws required . . .. 11
Police and sanitary regulations may be

enforced. . ....... ... ... 11
Taxation

Local, legislature not to impose. . .. ....... 11

Powerof ....... ... ... ... ... ... 11

Special assessments for local improvements

authorized. . . ....... ... .. ... ... ... 7

(See Municipal corporations; Municipal
courts; Municipal fines)

Townships
County may adopt township form of organization
by majority vote . . ... ... 11
Local affairs to be managed under general
laws . ... 11

Officers, election, duties, terms,
compensation to be prescribed by

legislature. . . . ... ... . L 11
Police and sanitary regulations, power to

enforce. . ... . 11
Term of office not to be extended . . .. ... ... 11
Vacancies in office, how filled . . . ... ....... 11

(See Towns and villages)

Trains
Jurisdiction of public offense committedon ... 1

Transportation companies

Commission to regulate may be established .. 12
Common carriers, subject to legislative

control . ... .. ... 12
Discrimination in charges prohibited. . . ... ... 12
Excursion and commutation tickets may be

issued. . . ... 12
Legislature may regulate rates. . .. ......... 12
Passes not to be granted public officers. . . . .. 12
Pooling earnings prohibited (Repealed by

Amendment 67) . . ....... ... ... ... 12
(See Railroad companies)

Treason
Acts constituting. . . ... ... L 1
Evidence necessary for conviction. . ... ... .. 1
Treasurer

Duties . . ... 3
Electionof....... ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 3
Ineligibility for succeeding term (Amended

by Amendment 31).................... 3
Records to be kept at seat of government. ... 3
Residence must be at seat of government. . .. 3

Salary (See Salaries)
Succession to governorship. .. ............ 3
Termofoffice . ....... ... ... ... .. ..., 3

Treasury
Moneys collected by municipal officers to be
paidinto. . ........ ... . ... 11
Paid out of state, when and how . .......... 8
State taxes to be paidinto. . .. ............ 7
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Trial by jury
Criminal action, right of accused in .. .......
Number of jurors in courts not of record. . . . . .
Right of, remains inviolate.. . ... ...........
Waiver incivilcases. . . ................
Verdict by less than twelve may be authorized
incivilcases. . .......................

Trustees
Appointment for state institutions. . .. .......

Trusts
Forfeiture of property and franchise may be
declaredfor . ........ ... ... . ... .. ...
Prohibited under penalty . .. ..............

Twice in jeopardy
Not to be subjected to for same offense. . . . ..

Uniformity
In system of county government to be
provided for .. ........ ... ... . ... ..
In taxation, required. . . .. ........... ... ..

United States
Compactof statewith . .. ................
Consent of, necessary for disposing of
certainlands. . .. ........... .. o
Constitution is supreme law of land . . . . ... ..
Exclusive jurisdiction over certain lands. . . . . .
Officers for territory hold until superseded
bystate . ......... ... .. ...
Office under, acceptance vacates seat in
legislature. . . . ... ... . . L
President, qualifications to vote for. . . .......
Taxation of agencies and property permitted,
when .. ... ..
Taxation of lands of, not to be imposed. . . . ..
Title to unappropriated lands remains in. . . . . .
(See Congress; Federal officers; Forts;
Dockyards, etc; Indian lands)

Vacancies in office

Township, precinct and road district filled

by county commissioners. .. ............
Continuity of government in periods of

emergency due to enemy attack. . . .......
County partisan elective offices. ...........
GOVEINON. . . ottt e
Judges of supreme and superior courts. . . . . .
Legislature. . .. ....... ... ...
Partisan county elective office. . ...........
State, filled by governor until next

election . ..... ... .. . ... i

Validating acts
Relating to deeds, etc., by special laws,
prohibited. . . . ... .. .. L

Validity of statute
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court. . . . . ..

Verdict
Number of jurors may be less than twelve in
CiVIlCasSes. . .. .o

Vested rights
In tide lands, protected . .. ...............

Veto
Measures initiated by or referred to the
people. . ...
Passage over. . ........ .. ... ...

Victims of crimes
Rights . . ... .
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Village (See Towns and villages)

Vital statistics

Bureau of, tobecreated . ................ 20

Vote
By ballot on all elections . .. ..............
First election to be under territorial law . . . . . . 2
Legislative elections to be vivavoce . .......
Legislature to provide method . . . ... .......
Persons not entitled to. . . . . ..............
President, for. . ......... .. ... . ... ...
Registration a prerequisite, when. . .. .......
School elections, women may be given right
(Stricken by Amendment 5). . ............
Superior court judge, for. . . ....... ... ...
Temporary residence of certain persons not to

affectright .. ....... ... ... . ... ... 6

(See Elections; Electors; Initiative and
referendum; Voter)

Voter
Absence for certain reasons not to affect

rightsas. ......... .. i 6

AE . .
Basis for ascertaining number of voters

required on referendum petition . . ... ... .. 2
Citizenship qualification. ... .............. 6
Exempt from military duty on election day,

eXCePL . . 6

Females as qualified (Amendment 5)
Majority vote required for approval of

measures submitted to popular vate. . . . ... 2
Percentage of voters required on referendum

petition. . ...... . ... . . 2

Percentage of voters required to propose

initiative measures . . .. ... ... .. 2
Presidential elections, qualifications. . .. .. ... 6
Privilege from arrest at election, except. . . . .. 6
Qualifications. . . ......... ... . ... . . .. 6

Recall of public officer, percentage of voters
requiredfor. .. ... ...

1
Registration. . . . ......... . ... ... . ... ... 6
6

Residence qualification . .. ...............
(See Elective franchise; Electors; Initiative
and referendum)

Voter's pamphlet

Distribution . . . ....... ... . ... . ... .. ..., 2
Waiver
Of jury trial for ascertaining compensation
for eminentdomain. . . ................. 1

Water and water rights
Appropriation for irrigation, etc., declared

apublicuse............ ... .. ... 21

Loaning of credit for water, energy, or
stormwater or sewer services conservation. . 8
Municipal corporations, indebtedness for,

limitations . ........... ... .. ... ...... 8

Restrictions on sale by state . . .. .......... 15

Ways of necessity
Taking of private property for. . . ........... 1
(See Eminent domain)

Wharves
Harbor areas to be leased for, limitations. . . . . 15
(See Area reserved; Harbors; Navigable waters)

Wills

Validation by special law prohibited. . . ... ... 2
Witness

Accused as having right to confront. . . ... ... 1
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Crimination of self in bribery cases

COMPUISOIY. . . oot 2 30
Not compelled to testify against himself. . . . . . 1
Number necessary for conviction in treason. .. 1 27
Religious belief not ground of incompetency .. 1 11
(See Testimony)

Woman suffrage
Adoption of (Amendment 5)
Denial in school elections may be provided
against (Stricken by Amendment 5). . .. ... 6 2
Separate article submitted (rejected) . .. ... .. 27 17

Women
Equalrights. . ........ ... ... ... ...... 31 1,2

Worship, religious
Freedom guaranteed. . .. ................ 1 11

Writs
Issuance and service on nonjudicial days . ... 4
Issuance by supreme court . .. ............ 4
Issuance by superior court. . .. ............ 4
(See Habeas corpus)

o~

Yeas and nays
Allowing introduction of bills within ten
days of adjournment. . . ................ 2 36
Entered on journal upon demand of members ... 2 21
Taken on final passage of bills. . . .. ........ 2 22
On passage of emergency clauses
(Stricken by Amendment 7). . ........... 2 31
(See Ayes and noes)
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