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WSP 96th Trooper Basic Training Class Curriculum
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WSCJTC Training Block Definitions 
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Appendix 9 

 

Washington State Patrol Memo:  

Comparison of BLEA and TBTC 
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Appendix 10 

 

Comparison of Training Topics by Academy 
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Comparison of Washington State Criminal Justice Training Center (WSCJTC) Basic Law Enforcement 

Academy (BLEA) and Washington State Patrol (WSP) Trooper Basic Training Course (TBTC) Curricula 

– Topic by Topic 

 

 

PERF compared the Basic Law Enforcement Curriculum of the Washington State Criminal Justice 

Training Center and the Trooper Basic Training Course of the Washington State Police Academy to 

determine if the subject matter was generic enough that it could be taught in a class combining the two 

academies.  The source of information for the BLEA was “WSCJTC Curriculum BLEA Sept 2009 to 

Current.”  The TBTC source was “Trooper Basic Training Class Curriculum July 28, 2008 to January 

30, 2009” and “Cadet Arming Class Curriculum June 3, 2008 to July 18, 2008.” 

  

 

Each topic was placed into one of six categories:   

 Topics that could be taught jointly; 

 Topics adaptable to joint instruction (a portion of the topic could be taught together with 

adaptations for operational differences); 

 Topics adaptable through common PBL approach; 

 Topics not suitable for joint instruction but time devoted to in both curricula; 

 Topics offered only in the BLEA; and 

 Topics offered only in the TBTC. 

 

Those grouped under the joint instruction category are topics covered in both academies.  They are a 

fundamental policing concept or practice in which the subject matter should be consistently taught.  As 

an example, the operation of a breathalyzer machine follows the same procedure; the State of 

Washington data searching should be queried in the same manner; first aid follows the same set of 

practices; and terrorism should be a concerted effort by all law enforcement agencies following many 

of the identical state and federal guidelines.  Topics that could be taught jointly are displayed in the 

table below along with the total hours devoted to each topic by the respective academy. 
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Topics that could be taught jointly 

 

  BLEA TBTC 

Breathalyzer  14 16 

Building Searches 12 8 

Computer Records Systems 4 0.5 

Courtroom Testimony 8 8 

Diversity Awareness 2 3 

Drug Identification/Awareness 5 4 

DUI Enforcement 36 27 

Explosives Recognition 2 2 

First Aid 6 15 

Hazardous Materials 6 5 

Licensing Department  3 2 

POPS 3 4 

Terrorism 1 2 

Unbiased Policing 2 2 

Ethics Philosophy & Law 4 2 

Officer Safety 6 22 

Practical Application 24 16 

Psychology 9 9 

Physical Training 38 14 

 TOTAL 185 161.5 

 

 

The next category of “adaptable” topics includes those issues in which PERF identified the potential to 

be partially taught together.  Some of the subject matter is common between all agencies and can be 

combined while other elements are agency specific and should be taught separately.  The topics 

identified in this area are listed below with an explanation for each:  

 

 Communications/Radio Operations – The basic radio codes used in the state and 

nomenclature of utilizing the car and portable radios may be taught to both academies 

within a single class. 

 

 Control Defense Tactics – Basic self-defense and weaponless defense techniques lend 

themselves to be taught by a single entity along with crowd control tactics in which it is 

common for multiple police agencies to train together and deploy in the filed.  A single 

weaponless tactics curriculum would require the instructors from both academies to 

collaborate and agree upon a single technique that is taught.  

 



State of Washington Basic Law Enforcement Training Study – FINAL REPORT 

Page 156 

 Driving – The basic driving instruction is an example where a single source of 

instruction, the Washington State Police is currently providing training for both 

academies.  Due to the nature of the state police function, troopers are provided 

additional training time and techniques. 

 

 Evidence – The fundamentals of searching, handling, documenting and packaging 

evidence are consistent enough that they may be taught to both academies together.  The 

specific policies and reporting may be tailored to each academy group. 

 

 Firearms – The elementary skills to shoot a handgun and shotgun may be performed by a 

single set of instructors.  In doing so, trainees may be grouped according to the particular 

type of weapon and manufacturer for safety and instructional purposes.  After the basic 

nomenclature and skills are taught, trooper trainees may then be segregated for 

specialized weapons training used by the agency.  Weapons such as CED’s may be taught 

only to those agencies in which they are issued.  It will be important that recruits are 

provided policy training by their agency after completion of the academy. 

 

 Legal – Part of any academy training is learning the elements of crimes.  Regardless of 

the size of an agency or its mission, some basic criminal law may be taught to a 

combined academy class.  Those offenses specific to the state police and municipal 

agencies may then be taught separately. 

 

 Traffic Enforcement and Management – The classroom instruction of traffic violations 

and accident investigation are common enough that they may be consolidated into a 

single instruction in both academies.  Currently the WSP offers its academy graduates an 

advanced collision investigation course within the first year of service.  The specifics of 

safety on highways, car positioning, etc may be taught to WSCJTC and WSP recruits 

separately.   

 

Topics adaptable to joint instruction 

 

 BLEA TBTC 

Communications/Radio Operations 2 19 

Control Defense Tactics 76 113 

Driving 40 74 

Evidence  7 7 

Firearms 86 109 

Legal 36 52 

Traffic Enforcement & Management 32 20 

Examinations 27 71.5 

TOTAL 306 465.5 
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The next grouping is contingent on the presence or absence of Problem-Based Learning principles in 

both academies.  Instruction of these subject matters may be coupled through a common approach to 

learning philosophy.  

 

Topics adaptable through common PBL approach 

 

 BLEA TBTC 

Child Abuse 6 1 

Auto Theft 3 2 

Criminal Codes 35 5 

DV/Crisis Intervention 37 20.5 

Elder Abuse 2 1 

Sex Crimes 8   

 TOTAL 91 29.5 

 

 

 

Some of the topics categorized as ‘not suitable” for joint instruction are found in both curricula but 

instruction varies greatly based upon operational and policy issues.  The job tasks are different enough 

that combination would not be practical.  Other topics appear to be unique to one academy or the 

other.  Major curriculum restructuring could be required to create a common set of these topics 

although some will remain unique to only one job. 

 

Topics not suitable for joint instruction but time devoted to in both curricula 

 

 BLEA TBTC 

Leadership & Fellowship 4 3 

Collision Investigation 4 61.5 

Peer Support 1 1 

Report Writing 10 23 

Academy Administration/Misc. 61.5 30 85 

 TOTAL 49 173.5 
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Topics offered only in BLEA 

 

 BLEA 

Community Expectations 1 

Gangs 6 

Vice 2 

Patrol Procedures 22 

Criminal Investigations 36 

Study Time/Pre & Post Exam Review 23 

TOTAL  90 

 

Topics offered only in TBTC 

 

 TBTC 

Child Restraint System 1 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 16 

Core Values 3 

Correctional Facilities 1 

Criminal Intelligence Unit 2 

Criminal Proceeds Unit 1 

Department History 2 

Drug Interdiction 4 

Gas Mask Sizing/Fit 2 

Harassment Awareness 1 

Health & Fitness 1 

Infectious Diseases 3 

Loshbaugh Act 1 

Manual Control  2 

Motor Assistance 6 

Motor Code 8 

Office of Professional Standards 2 
PIT Maneuver 7 

Power Line Safety 2 

Professional Image 3 

Railroad Safety/Enforcement 1 

Radar 16 

TASER 12 

Time and Activity Report Review  5 

Tire Deflation Devices 4 

Tort Liability 2 

Towing & Impounding 2 

Tyvek Suit 1 

Vehicle Identification Number 1 

Water Survival 8 

WSPTA/WSPTSA/WSPAA 2 

TOTAL 122 
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Summary:  Possible BLEA – TBTC Joint Instruction Hours 

 

  BLEA TBTC 

Joint Instruction 185 161.5 

Adaptable for Joint Instruction 306 465.5 

Adaptable through PBL 91 29.5 

TOTAL 582 656.5 

Common Topic But Unique 49 173.5 

Topic Found Only in BLEA 90   

Topic Found Only in TBTC+A25   122 

TOTAL 139 295.5 

 

 

With adaptation and restructuring a substantial amount of the BLEA and TBTC curricula could be 

merged.  However, there would still be a need to provide instruction that is unique to the job of a state 

trooper and to that of a county deputy or city officer.
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Appendix 11 

 

BLEA Contracted Staff 
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Appendix 12 

 

WSP Training Division 

Organization Chart 
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