
The WW TBD Story 
(we didn’t want WW streets to end up like this!) 



Walla Walla TBD 
The Citizens Speak Out in an informal 2007 survey! 



2011 WW Statistically Valid Citizen Survey 
Streets were identified as the greatest concern 

 



In the 2011 Survey we asked the citizens which TBD 
funding options they preferred. 
 
The citizens preferred the 0.2% sales tax increase 
 
And to put it to a vote… 

 
Each of these options yields about $1M/Yr: 
 
Option ‘A’:  Local Option Vehicle Tax of $50/year per vehicle 
 Stable revenue source with low volatility 
 Runs Ad Infinitum 
 
Option ‘B’:  Property Tax Levy Lid Lift - $.50 per $1,000 AV property tax 

Good for six years 
50 cents per $1,000 AV= $100.00 per year for a $200,000 home. 

 
Option ‘C’:  Sales Tax increase of 0.2%   
 Increases local sales tax from 8.6% to 8.8% 
 Time limit of 10 years 
 
Option ‘D’:  Cut $1M from existing General Fund activities 
  
 



Created a Street Task Force of community 
leaders, business owners and citizens to 

craft and promote the program. 

2011 Street & Roads Task Force 2011 

  Doug Bayne  Jim Johnson 

  Ann Haley   Barbara Knudson 

  Greg Loney  Peggy Sanderson 

  Pete Reid   Steve Roy 

  Jim Peterson  Damien Sinnott 

  Jim Abajian  Randy Glasier 

  Ki Bealey   



Public Outreach 
Through several town hall meetings & 

civic club presentations we presented survey results 
and painted the larger picture of our streets 

challenge. 
 

Let’s Talk About Our Streets… 
Rotary Club of Walla Walla 

September 15, 2011 



Together, the Citizen Street Task Force and City 
Hall, communicated the core issues 

 

Key Issue - Declining Resources 

 

• 1987 - Federal Revenue Sharing ends, WW loses about $757,000/year 

• 1999 -  I-695 passes, WW loses about $1.2 M/Year 

• 1999 – Lost $347,000/year due to the elimination of loss of Sales and Use 
Equalization Funding 

 

Total revenue reduction YTD from identified sources, not adjusted for 
inflation:  $36,732,000 

 

 



We shared financial information 
If Not To Streets, Where Are My Tax $ Going? 

General 
Gov’t 24% 

Library 
4% 

Parks & Rec 
9% 

Fire 
19% 

Police 
32% 

Dev Svcs 
4% 

Public Works 
6% 

Transfers Out 
2% 



Current paving funding was less than $300,000/year, yet a 
2004 study indicated a need of $1,500,000/year just to 

maintain the current pavement ratings. 

Streets Fund Annual Expenses - $1,707,480  

$78,189 spent in winter 2010/11 filling pot holes! 

Personnel Costs 
$596,030  

Loan Payments 
$69,210  

Engineering/Vehicle 
Repair/Usage/Admin 

$317,030  

Materials – Asphalt, 
etc. $275,610  

Street Repair/Maint 
Supplies  $24,740  

Street Lights Power 
$358,700  

Highway 12 Support 
$10,000  

Interlocal Agreement 
w/County $56,160  



 
Why Are WW County’s Road So Fine? 
 
• WA State Law provides Counties with a 

permanent Road Tax.  
 
• WW County residents pay  a Road Tax of 

$2.14 /$1,000 assessed value. 
 

• WW County Road Dept receives about 
$4.8M/year dedicated for roadway 
maintenance. 
 

• IF the City had exactly the same we’d have 
$4,257,996/year for our streets! 

 

Explained why County Roads were in better 
condition 



The City formed a Transportation Benefit District 
(TBD) in October 2011. 

 



The proposition to increase sales tax by 0.2% for 
the WW TBD passed in February 2012 with 62%  

(a simple majority was required) 

 



A standing Citizen Street Committee was 
appointed in June 2012 to work with staff. 
The sales tax collection begins in July 2012 
and the first street improvements w/ TBD 

funds begin in May 2013. 


