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County Road Property Tax  
 

• Levy up to $2.25 per $1,000 assessed valuation 
 

• Limited by 1% annual growth (plus new construction) 
 

• May be increased with voter approval (lid lift) 
 

• May exceed $2.25 (within 1% limit) if total county levy and road levy 
does not exceed $4.05 
 

• May be diverted to county general use and spent only on 
unincorporated area uses 
 

• May be shifted to county general use with tax levy spread over 
unincorporated and incorporated areas. 
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County Transportation Revenues 

County Road Property Tax  
 

• Currently two counties are at the maximum $2.25 levy 
• Most notably King County – net reduction in road levy revenue in 

excess of $12 million for 2012. 
 

• If current decline in property values continues, other counties will be 
affected. 
 

• One percent growth limit does not keep pace with growth in 
maintenance and preservation costs. 
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County Transportation Revenues 

State Shared Transportation Revenue 
 

• 4.423 cents - distributed through “10-30-30-30” formula 
• 0.50 cents added to regular distribution with adoption of 9.5 cent 

Transportation Partnership Act in 2005 
• 0.45 cents for County Arterial Preservation Program (CAPP) 
• 0.58 cents for Rural Arterial Program (RAP) 
• $1.5 million from Motor Vehicle Fund for CAPP in 2005 
• Total is approximately 6 cents. 

---------------------------------------- 
• $3.5 million for CAPP - 2011-13 supplemental transportation budget 
• $10 million for CAPP programmed for 2013-15 biennium 
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County Gas Tax Distribution
Effective Purchasing Power *

Counties MVFT Growth

Effective Purchasing Power

* Adjusted by Construction
Cost Index

$155 million in 1996 has the purchasing power 
of only $75 million in 2011. 
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County Transportation Overview 

Recommendations  
 

• Counties need for increased revenues are in the range of $100 to 
$150 million annually for road maintenance and preservation. 
 

• Needs for increased public transportation (transit) funding are in 
addition to the above. 
 

• Continue to advocate for a mix of revenue options including, but not 
limited to, increases in state shared MVFT and transportation fees. 
 

• Continue to develop local option proposals that provide more 
flexibility for adoption and implementation. 
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Contacts 

Eric Johnson 
Executive Director 
360.489.3013 
ejohnson@wacounties.org 
 
Gary Rowe 
WSACE Managing Director 
WSAC Transportation Policy Director 
360.770.7766 
growe@wacounties.org 
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