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Removal of ESEA Flexibility
U.S. Secretary of Education Letter – April 24, 2014

• WA ESEA Flexibility ended with the close of the 2013-14 school 
year

• WA was unable to keep all of the ESEA Flexibility commitments, 
specifically that WA would put into place a teacher/principal 
evaluation system that included student growth as a significant 
factor to determine performance levels

• The State is required to return to meeting all NCLB requirements, 
starting with the 2014-15 school year
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Removal of ESEA Flexibility
• Districts with schools in a step of improvement are required to 

set-aside 20% of their Title I, Part A funds to fund public 
school choice (PSC) and/or supplemental educational services 
(SES) for eligible students.

• Districts in a step of improvement are required to set-aside 
10% of their Title I, Part A allocation for professional 
development.

• Schools in a step of improvement are required to set-aside 
(reserve) 10% of their building Title I, Part A allocation for 
professional development. 3



Removal of ESEA Flexibility

• Schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring were 
required to send letters to homes that inform parents of the AYP 
standing of the school 14 days* before the opening of the 2014-15 
school year.

• Districts identified in improvement or corrective action were 
required to notify parents per normal AYP rules.

* Waiver Requested of USDE
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• State why the school failed AYP
• Indicate what the school is doing to address the 

problems of low performing students
• Indicate how parents can be involved in the 

development and implementation of the school 
improvement plan

• Provide public school choice information, even if no 
options exist within the district

• For steps 2–5, provide SES information*
• Send letter 14 days before beginning of school year

*not required in letter but must notify parents annually

AYP Failure Notice Requirements
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Where we were beginning in 2002
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STATE UNIFORM BAR
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Proposal to USDE - APPROVED
Approved as of May 2, 2014
• To determine AYP status 

• Use assessment and other indicator data from 2010-11 and 2013-14
• SMARTER BALANCED field test Schools data from 2010-11 and 2012-13

• Spring, 2014, Priority schools (bottom 5% of Title I schools in reading and math) 
and  Focus schools [bottom 10% of schools based on subgroup performance in 
Reading/Math (combined)]. 
• Proficiency in Reading/Math (combined) for the 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-

13 school years (using test results from spring 2011, 2012 and 2013 exams) 

• Provide funding and technical support to assist schools in fulfilling school 
improvement plans (Indistar).

• Continue to serve previously identified Priority and Focus schools in 2014-15. 9



Proposal to USDE
Evolution of School Federal Accountability and Improvement

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
Accountability 

System
AYP AYP AMO AMO AYP AYP

Sanctions/Set 
Asides Next Year

YES, next year YES, next year NO NO YES, next year YES, next year

P, F P, F
Steps 4 & 5 Steps 4 & 5

Steps 4 & 5 Steps 4 & 5 P,F,E P,F,E P, F P, F
Based on 2010 Based on 2011 Based on 2011 Based on 2012 Based on 2013 Based on 2014

Named Oct 2010 Named Oct 2011 Named Spring 2012Named Spring 2013Name  Spring 2014Name  Spring 2015
Served 2010-11 Served 2011-12 Served 2012-13 Served 2013-14 Serve 2014-15 Serve 2015-16

Steps 4 & 5 Steps 4 & 5
Base on 2014 Base on 2015

Name Oct 2014 Name Oct 2015
Serve 2014-15 Serve 2015-16

HybridSchool 
Improvement Lists

School 
Improvement the 

following year
Hybrid

Steps 4 & 5 Steps 4 & 5 P,F,E Stacked 
ranking

P,F,E Stacked 
ranking
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Index Website

https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/WAI
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Disaggregated Subgroup 
Performance
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Waiver AYP

Methodology P/F lists determined by SBE 
Achievement Index but with a 
40% proficiency / 60% 
graduation rate floor.  Ratings 
based on 3-year reading and 
math scores.

AYP determined by percentage of 
students, and sub-groups of students, 
meeting reading/math target.  Ratings 
based on two year’s test results to 
move into Step 1 and then one year to 
move into next steps.

Timelines Identify in winter/spring for 
summer implementation.  

EXAMPLE: Test results from 
2011, 2012, 2013 aggregated 
with identification in 
winter/spring of 2014 for 2014-
15 implementation.

Identify in August for fall 
implementation.

EXAMPLE:  Test results from 2014 used 
to determine AYP status for 2014-15.

Support Federal and state dollars, plus 
coaching

Technical assistance

Waiver/AYP Comparison
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Questions?
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Dr. Gil Mendoza
Deputy Superintendent

K-12 Education
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

(360) 725-6343
gil.mendoza@k12.wa.us

Ben Rarick
Executive Director

State Board of Education
(360) 725-6027

ben.rarick@k12.wa.us

Contact information
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