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requests, and the local office of the department, of the decision to charge or
decline to charge a crime, within five days of making the decision.

(6) The department may conduct ongoing case planning and consulta-
tion with those persons or agencies required to report under this section and
with designated representatives of Washington Indian tribes if the client in-
formation exchanged is pertinent to cases currently receiving child protec-
tive services or department case services for the developmentally disabled.
Upon request, the department shall conduct such planning and consultation
with those persons required to report under this section if the department
determines it is in the best interests of the child or developmentally disabled
person. Information considered privileged by statute and not directly related
to reports required by this section shall not be divulged without a valid
written waiver of the privilege.

(7) Persons or agencies exchanging information under subsection (6) of
this section shall not further disseminate or release the information except
as authorized by state or federal statute. Violation of this subsection is a
misdemeanor.
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CHAPTER 146
[Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 46581

IHANDICAPPED PERSONS-ALTERNATIVES TO STATE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOLS

AN ACT Relating to alternatives to state residential schools; and amending RCW
72.33.125.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 246, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. as last
amended by section I, chapter 60, Laws of 1983 and RCW 72.33.125 are
each amended to read as follows:

(I) In order to provide ongoing points of contact with the handicapped
individual and his family so that they may have a place of entry for state
services and return to the community as the need may appear; to provide a
link between those individuals and services of the community and state op-
erated services so that the individuals with handicapping conditions and
their families may have access to the facilities best suited to them through-
out the life of the individual; to offer viable alternatives to state residential
school admission; and to encourage the placement of persons from state
residential schools, the secretary of social and health services or his desig-
nee, pursuant to rules ant regulations of the department, shall receive ap-
plications of persons for care, treatment, hospitalization, support, training,
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or rehabilitation provided by state programs or services for the handicapped.
Written applications shall be submitted in accordance with the following
requirements:

(a) In the case of a minor person, the application shall be made by his
parents or by the parent, guardian, limited guardian where so authorized,
person or agency legally entitled to custody, which application shall be in
the form and manner required by the department; and

(b) In the case of an adult person, the application shall be made by
such person, by his or her guardian, or limited guardian where so author-
ized, or agency legally entitled to custody, which application shall be in the
form and manner required by the department.

(2) Upon receipt of the written application the secretary shall deter-
mine if the individual to receive services has a handicapping condition as
defined in RCW 72.33.020 qualifying him for services. In order to deter-
mine eligibility for services, the secretary may require a supporting affidavit
of a physician or a clinical psychologist, or one of each profession, certifying
that the individual is handicapped as herein defined.

(3) After determination of eligibility because of a handicapping condi-
tion, the secretary shall determine the necessary services to be provided for
the individual. Individuals may be temporarily admitted, for a period not to
exceed thir.y days, to departmental residential facilities for observation pri-
or to determination of needed services, where such observation is necessary
to determine the extent and necessity of services to be provided.

(4) The secretary shall annually advise the persons specified in subsec-
tion (I) (a) or (b) of this section that they may, by application, propose
program and placement alternatives for care, treatment, hospitalization,
support, training, or rehabilitation of the handicapped person: PROVIDED,
That current appropriations are sufficient to implement alternative services
without reducing services to existing clients.

(5) Upon receipt of an application for alternative care, the secretary
shall consult with the applicant and within ninety days of the application
determine whether the following criteria are met:

(a) That the alternative plan proposes a less dependent program than
the current services provide;

(b) That the alternative plan is appropriate under the goals and objec-
tives of the individual program plan;

(c) That the alternative plan is not in violation of applicable state and
federal law; and

(d) That necessary services can reasonably be made available.
(6) If the alternative plan meets all the criteria of subsection (5) of this

section, it shall be implemented as soon as reasonable, but not later than
one hundred twenty days after completion of the determination process, un-
less the secretary determines:

(a) That the alternative plan is more costly than the current plan; or

1 467 1

Ch. 146



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1986

(b) Current appropriations are not sufficient to implement alternative
services without reducing services to existing clients; or

(c) The alternative plan would take pree.dent over other priority
placements.
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even-numbered year report to the legislature on the use of program options.
The report shall include the number of persons applying for program op-
tions, the number denied and reasons, the number approved and implemen-
ted, the programs they transferred from and to, the costs and savings
incurred, and the amounts and sources of funding used to finance program
options services. The report shall also estimate use and funding for the next
biennium.
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CHAPTER 147
[Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 47241

WASHINGTON AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION PROGRAM

AN ACT Relating to excellence in education; adding new sections to chapter 28A.03
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 28B.15 RCW; and making an appropriation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. I. A new section is added to chapter 28A.03
RCW to read as follows:

Sections 2 through 8 of this act may be known and cited as the
Washington award for excellence in education program act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A.03
RCW to read as follows:

(I) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish an annual
award program for excellence in education to recognize teachers, principals,
school district superintendents, and school boards for their leadership, con-
tributions, and commitment to education. The program shall recognize
annually:
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