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shall have full powers to organize and proceed with its
business as a deliberative body.
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Sec. 19. An emergency exists and this act shall take Emergency.

effect immediately.
Passed the Senate February 27th, 1907.
Passed the House March 6th, 1907.
Approved by the Governor March 18th, 1907.

‘CHAPTER 237.
[S. B. 125.]
CONSOLIDATION OF CITIES AND TOWNS.

AN Acr to amend an act entitled “An act amending section 10
of an act entitled ‘An act providing for the organization, classi-
fication, incorpbration and government of municipal corpora-
tions and declaring an emergency,” approved March 27, 1890,”
approved March 16, 1903.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington.:

Secrioxn 1. That an act .amending section 10 of an
act entitled “An Act providing for the organization,
classification, incorporation and government of munici-
pal corporations and declaring an emergency,” approved
March 16, 1903, be and the same is hereby amended to
read as follows: That section 10 of an act entitled “An
Act providing for the organization, classification, incor-
poration and government of municipal corporations and
declaring an emergency,” approved March 27, 1890, be

amended to read as follows: Sec. 10. Two or more con- ggﬁso“da'

" tiguous municipal corporations may become consolidated
into one corporation after proceedings had as required in
this section. The council, or other legislative body, of

either of such .corporations, shall upon receiving a peti- Petition.

tion therefor, signed by not less than one-fifth of the
qualified electors.of each of such corporations, as shown
by the votes cast at the last municipal election held in each
of such corporations, submit to the electors of each of such
corporations the question whether such corporations shall
become consolidated into one corporation. Such Legisla-
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tive body shall designate a day upon which a special elec-
tion shall be held in each of such corporations to deter-
mine whether such consolidation shall be effected, and
shall give written notice thereof to the council or other
legislative body of each of the other of such corpora-’
tions, which notice shall designate the name of a proposed
new corporation. It shall thereupon be the duty of such
legislative body of ecach of the corporations so proposed
to be consolidated to give notice of such election by pub-
lication in a newspaper, printed and published in such cor-
poration, for a period of four weeks prior to such election.
Such notice shall distinctly state the proposition to be sub-
mitted, the names of the corporations so proposed to be
consolidated, the name of the proposed new corporation,
and the class to which such proposed new corporation will
belong, and shall invite the electors to vote upon such
proposition by placing upon their ballots the words “For
consolidation,” or “Against consolidation,” or words equiv-
alent thereto. The legislative bodies of each of such cor-
porations shall meet in joint convention at the usual place
of meceting of the legislative body of that one of the cor-

porations having the largest population, as shown by the

last State census, on the Monday next succeeding the day
of such election, and proceed to canvass the votes cast
thereat. The votes cast in each of such corporations shall
be canvassed separately; and if it shall appear upon such
canvass that a majority of the votes cast in each of such
corporations shall be for consolidation, such joint conven-
tion, by an order entered upon their minutes, shall cause
the clerk or other officer performing the duties of clerk, of
the legislative body .at whose place of meeting such joint
convention was held, to make a certified abstract of such
vote, which abstract shall show the whole number of elec-
tors voting at such election in each of such corporations,
the number of votes cast in each for consolidation, and the
number of votes cast in each against consolidation. Such
abstract shall be recorded upon the minutes of the legis-
lative body of each of such corporations, and immediately
upon the record thereof, it shall be the duty of the clerk,
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or other officer performing the duties of clerk, of each of
such legislative bodies, to transmit to the.Secretary of
State a certified copy of such abstract. Immediately after
such filing the legislative body of that one of such corpora-
tions having the greatest population, as shown by the last
State or national census, shall call a special election, to be
held in such new corporation, for the election of the offi-
cers required by law to be elected in corporations of the
class to which such new corporation shall belong; which
election shall be held six months thereafter. Such election
shall be called and conducted in all respects in the manner
prescribed, or that may hereafter be prescribed by law for
municipal elections in corporations of such class, and shall
be canvassed by the legislative body so calling the same,
who shall immediately declare the result thereof and cause
the same to be entered upon their journal. From and after
the date of such entry such corporation shall be deemed
to be consolidated into one corporation under the name
and style of the city (or town as the case may be) of
......... (naming it) with thé powers conferred or that
may hereafter be conferred by law upon municipal cor-
porations of the class to which the same shall so belong
and the officers elected at such elections shall be entitled
immediately to enter upon the duties of their respective
offices, upon qualifying in accordance with law, and shall
hold such offices respectively, only until the next .general
municipal election to be held in such city or town, and
until their successors are elected and qualified. All the
provisions of sections five and six of this act shall apply
to such corporations and to the officers thereof: Pro-
vided, That in all cases wherein cities and towns of the
third and fourth class desire annexation to cities of the
first class, no election shall be required to be held in such
cities of the first class. When any city or town of the third
or fourth class shall vote in favor of annexation to any
city of the first class, the legislative body of such city or
town so voting shall canvass such votes and if in favor of
annexation may (if said city or town desires to be an-
nexed as a separate ward or wards of the city of the first
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class) forthwith cause a census to be taken by-one or more
suitable persons of all the inhabitants of such city or
town; in which census the full name of each person shall
be plainly written and the names alphabetically arranged
and regularly numbered in one complete series; which cen-
sus shall be verified before an officer authorized to admin-
ister oaths, and upon the completion of such census the
legislative body of such city or town shall forthwith file
a petition, together with an abstract of the votes so taken
and canvassed and a copy of the census so taken, with the
city council of such city of the first class, praying for an-
nexation under the name of such city of the first class. At
the next regular meeting of the city council of said city of
the first class following the filing of such petition, abstract
and copy of census, or as soon thereafter as practicable,
said city council shall proceed to hear such petition, with
the abstract and census attached, for annexation and if
said council so deem it wise and expedient to take or annex
such city or town of the third or fourth class then the city
council of said city of the first class shall pass a resolution
requiring its corporation council to prepare an ordinance,
as required by law and the charter of said city, covering
the annexation of said city or town; which ordiance, in
case of the population of said city or town as shown by said
census is sufficient to constitute one or more wards under
the charter of said city of the first class, shall provide that
said city or town be annexed as one or more wards accord-
ing to its population, as shown by said census, and shall
assign a number or numbers thereto; and present the same
to the city council. Upon the taking effect of said ordi-
nance of such city of the first class such city or town so
desiring to be annexed shall thereupon become a part of
such city of the first class under the name of such city of
the first class and subject to all its laws and ordinances
then and there in force: Provided, That if the city or town
so annexed shall have sufficient population, as shown by
said census, to constitute a separate ward or wards, such
city or town shall thereupon become a separate and distinct
ward or wards of the said city of the first class, and the



SESSION LAWS, 1907

city council of the said city of the first class shall immedi-
ately call a special election to be held in such new ward or
wards for the purpose of electing one councilman from each
ward, who shall hold office until the next general election
held in said city of the first class; such special election shall
be held and conducted in all respects the same as provided
by the charter, laws and ordinances of such city of the first
class for the holding of special elections; and simultane-
ously the terms of office of the officers of the city or towns
so annexed shall terminate. And it shall be the duty of the
clerk of said city of the first class to forthwith transmit to
the Secretary of State a certified copy of the proceedings
so had before said city of the first class relating to said
matters of annexation: And further provided, That no
property within either of the former corporations so con-
solidated shall ever be taxed to pay any portion of any in-
debtedness of either of the other of such former corpora-
tions, contracted prior to, or existing at, the date of such
consolidation: And provided further, That where munici-
palities are separated by water or by tide or shore lands
upon which no bona fide residence is maintained by any
person such municipality shall be deemed to be contiguous
for all the purposes of this act and may be consolidated
under the terms hereof, and upon such consolidation any
such intervening water, tide or shore lands shall become
part of the consolidated city.

Passed the Senate February 18th, 1907.
Passed the House February 27th, 1907
Approved by the Governor March 18th, 1907.
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