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FORTY FOURTH DAY 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Senate Chamber, Olympia 

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

 

The Senate was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by the President 

of the Senate, Lt. Governor Heck presiding. No roll call was 

taken. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

Pursuant to Rule 46, on motion of Senator Pedersen, and 

without objection, the standing committees were granted special 

leave to meet during the day’s floor session. 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the reading of the Journal of 

the previous day was dispensed with and it was approved. 

There being no objection, the Senate advanced to the first order 

of business. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

February 19, 2024 

SB 5949  Prime Sponsor, Senator Mullet: Concerning the 

capital budget.  Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5949 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Robinson, Chair; Mullet, Vice 

Chair, Capital; Nguyen, Vice Chair, Operating; Wilson, L., 

Ranking Member, Operating; Gildon, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Operating; Schoesler, Ranking Member, Capital; 

Rivers, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; Warnick, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; Billig; Boehnke; Braun; 

Conway; Dhingra; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Muzzall; 

Pedersen; Randall; Saldaña; Torres; Van De Wege; Wagoner 

and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 20, 2024 

ESHB 1097  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Consumer 

Protection & Business: Concerning the sale of cosmetics tested 

on animals.  Reported by Committee on Business, Financial 

Services, Gaming & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Stanford, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; Dozier, 

Ranking Member; Boehnke; Gildon; Hasegawa; Lovick; 

MacEwen and Mullet. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

HB 1226  Prime Sponsor, Representative Chapman: 

Providing for recreational licensing of smelt, crawfish, and carp.  

Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De 

Wege, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; 

Wagoner and Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 1453  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Finance: 

Providing a tax exemption for medical cannabis patients.  

Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Hansen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Braun; MacEwen and 

Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 19, 2024 

HB 1752  Prime Sponsor, Representative Dye: Modifying 

the application of the annual consumptive quantity calculation to 

change applications related to certain water rights held by the 

United States bureau of reclamation.  Reported by Committee on 

Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Wagoner and Warnick. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Stanford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 1818  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Finance: 

Concerning the exclusion of compensating tax when land is sold 

to a governmental entity intending to manage the land similarly 

to designated forestland or timberland.  Reported by Committee 

on Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; Wagoner and 

Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 20, 2024 

SHB 1870  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Appropriations: 

Promoting economic development by increasing opportunities for 

local communities to secure federal funding.  Reported by 

Committee on Business, Financial Services, Gaming & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Stanford, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; Dozier, 

Ranking Member; Boehnke; Gildon; Hasegawa; Lovick; 

MacEwen and Mullet. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 
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February 19, 2024 

ESHB 1893  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & 

Workplace Standards: Concerning unemployment insurance 

benefits for striking or lockout workers.  Reported by Committee 

on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; 

Saldaña, Vice Chair; Hansen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senators King, Ranking Member; Braun; MacEwen and 

Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

HB 1898  Prime Sponsor, Representative Schmidt: 

Concerning unemployment insurance benefit charging.  

Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Braun; Hansen; MacEwen; 

Schoesler and Stanford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

HB 1901  Prime Sponsor, Representative Springer: 

Removing the sunset on changes to the unemployment insurance 

voluntary contribution program.  Reported by Committee on 

Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Braun; Hansen; MacEwen; 

Schoesler and Stanford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 1919  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Agriculture & 

Natural Resources: Modifying the process by which a private 

moorage facility may sell an abandoned vessel for failure to pay 

moorage fees.  Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, 

Natural Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; Wagoner and 

Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 20, 2024 

HB 1982  Prime Sponsor, Representative Waters: 

Concerning the authority of the community economic 

revitalization board with respect to loans and grants to political 

subdivisions and federally recognized Indian tribes for 

broadband.  Reported by Committee on Business, Financial 

Services, Gaming & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Stanford, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; Dozier, 

Ranking Member; Boehnke; Gildon; Hasegawa; Lovick; 

MacEwen and Mullet. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 20, 2024 

E2SHB 2000  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Appropriations: 

Renewing Washington's international leadership.  Reported by 

Committee on Business, Financial Services, Gaming & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Stanford, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; 

Dozier, Ranking Member; Gildon; Hasegawa; Lovick and 

Mullet. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Boehnke and 

MacEwen. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 16, 2024 

SHB 2012  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Finance: 

Concerning eligibility for a property tax exemption for nonprofits 

providing affordable rental housing built with city and county 

funds.  Reported by Committee on Housing 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Kuderer, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; Cleveland; 

Saldaña; Shewmake and Trudeau. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Fortunato, Ranking 

Member; Braun; Gildon and Wilson, J.. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2045  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Agriculture & 

Natural Resources: Creating an adopt a fish barrier program.  

Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De 

Wege, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; 

Wagoner and Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2061  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & 

Workplace Standards: Defining an employee of a health care 

facility for purposes of mandatory overtime provisions.  

Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Hansen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Braun; MacEwen and 

Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 
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February 19, 2024 

SHB 2097  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & 

Workplace Standards: Assisting workers in recovering wages 

owed.  Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Hansen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senator Schoesler. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Braun and MacEwen. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2127  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & 

Workplace Standards: Concerning workers' compensation 

incentives to return to work.  Reported by Committee on Labor 

& Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Braun; Hansen; MacEwen; 

Schoesler and Stanford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

ESHB 2153  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Consumer 

Protection & Business: Deterring the theft of catalytic converters.  

Reported by Committee on Law & Justice 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Dhingra, Chair; 

Trudeau, Vice Chair; Padden, Ranking Member; Kuderer; 

McCune; Pedersen; Salomon; Torres; Valdez; Wagoner and 

Wilson, L.. 

 

Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2195  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Capital Budget: 

Strengthening the early learning facilities grant and loan program 

by revising criteria and providing resources to the Ruth LeCocq 

Kagi early learning facilities development account.  Reported by 

Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; 

Nobles, Vice Chair; Wilson, C., Vice Chair; Hawkins, 

Ranking Member; Dozier; Hunt; Mullet and Pedersen. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senator McCune. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 19, 2024 

EHB 2266  Prime Sponsor, Representative Stonier: 

Concerning sanitary conditions for construction workers who 

menstruate or express milk.  Reported by Committee on Labor 

& Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Saldaña, Vice 

Chair; King, Ranking Member; Hansen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Braun; MacEwen and 

Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 16, 2024 

2SHB 2270  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Appropriations: 

Creating a Washington state department of housing.  Reported 

by Committee on Housing 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Kuderer, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; 

Cleveland; Saldaña; Shewmake and Trudeau. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senators Fortunato, Ranking Member; Braun; Gildon and 

Wilson, J.. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2293  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Agriculture & 

Natural Resources: Studying the effects of avian predation of 

salmon.  Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; Wagoner and 

Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

2SHB 2320  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Appropriations: 

Concerning high THC cannabis products.  Reported by 

Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; 

Saldaña, Vice Chair; Hansen; MacEwen and Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators King, Ranking 

Member; Braun and Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

February 20, 2024 

SHB 2329  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Consumer 

Protection & Business: Conducting a study of the insurance 

market for housing providers receiving housing trust fund 

resources.  Reported by Committee on Business, Financial 

Services, Gaming & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Stanford, Chair; Frame, Vice Chair; Dozier, 

Ranking Member; Boehnke; Gildon; Hasegawa; Lovick; 

MacEwen and Mullet. 
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Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

ESHB 2330  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Consumer 

Protection & Business: Addressing wildfire protection and 

mitigation.  Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, 

Natural Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; Wagoner and 

Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

ESHB 2331  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Education: 

Modifying requirements for public school instructional and 

supplemental instructional materials.  Reported by Committee 

on Early Learning & K-12 Education 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; Nobles, Vice Chair; 

Wilson, C., Vice Chair; Hunt and Pedersen. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senators Hawkins, Ranking Member; Dozier and McCune. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Mullet. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2382  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & 

Workplace Standards: Concerning death benefits applicable to 

drivers of transportation network companies.  Reported by 

Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; 

Saldaña, Vice Chair; King, Ranking Member; Hansen and 

Stanford. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senators MacEwen and Schoesler. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Braun. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

February 19, 2024 

SHB 2424  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Agriculture & 

Natural Resources: Updating cooperative agreements between 

the state and federally recognized tribes for the successful 

collaborative management of Washington's wildlife resources.  

Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Muzzall, Ranking Member; Van De 

Wege, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Short; Stanford; 

Wagoner and Warnick. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, all measures listed on the 

Standing Committee report were referred to the committees as 

designated. 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

fourth order of business. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
February 20, 2024 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The Speaker has signed: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1895, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1950, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

BERNARD DEAN, Chief Clerk 
 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

eighth order of business. 

Senator Gildon moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8675 

 

By Senator Gildon 

 

WHEREAS, For 91 years the annual Daffodil Festival has been 

a cherished tradition for the people of Pierce County; and 

WHEREAS, The Daffodil Festival has been an anticipated 

event that continues to bring communities together to celebrate 

unity within our diverse community; and 

WHEREAS, Since its inception in the 1920s as a modest 

garden party, it has grown into the festival that we all know and 

love today and this year celebrates its 91st anniversary; and 

WHEREAS, Each year, 24 young women pass through a 

rigorous selection process to represent their schools as well as 

Pierce County communities through ambassadorship, community 

service, and civic pride; and 

WHEREAS, Members of the Daffodil Festival royal court 

serve as role models for youth around our region. Their 

volunteerism, civic responsibility, and willingness to be 

ambassadors for Pierce County serve as a light for youth to look 

up to; and 

WHEREAS, This year's Daffodil Festival royal court includes: 

Addie Fowler, Bonney Lake High School; Addison Muse, 

Stadium High School; Addison Ogden, Emerald Ridge High 

School; Alejandra Gonzalez, Puyallup High School; Amanda 

Peterson, Lincoln High School; Chai Hill, Clover Park High 

School; Faletele Moliga, Mount Tahoma High School; Hannah 

Zaragoza, Eatonville High School; Kaylie Dickerson, Graham-

Kapowsin High School; Kemoni Brouillard, Washington High 

School; Kendra Hemmen, White River High School; Khushi 

Verma, Spanaway Lake High School; Leilani Campos-Ramos, 

Harrison Prep High School; Lillian Bagley, Franklin Pierce High 

School; Lillian Ecklund, Curtis High School; Maria Cortez, Foss 

High School; Mikayla Jeffries, Orting High School; Olivia 

Ballard, Fife High School; Patricia Page, Lakes High School; 

Rejae Williams, Rogers High School; Shelby-Lynn Jacobson-

Harkin, Bethel High School; Siana Farina, Silas High School; 

Taiah Mitchell, Chief Leschi High School; and Zoe Roberts, 

Sumner High School; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the 

Washington State Senate recognize and honor the many 

contributions made to our state by the Daffodil Festival, its 

organizers, and its royal court for the past 91 years; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution 

be immediately transmitted by the Secretary of the Senate to the 

2024 Daffodil Festival officers and to the 24 members of the 2024 

Daffodil Festival royalty. 

 

Senators Gildon and Pedersen spoke in favor of adoption of the 

resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8675. 

The motion by Senator Gildon carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The President welcomed and introduced members of the 2024 

Daffodil Festival Princesses who were seated in the gallery. 

 

MOTION 

 

Senator Hawkins moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8651 

 

By Senator Hawkins 

 

WHEREAS, It is the practice of the Washington State Senate 

to recognize excellence in every field and endeavor; and 

WHEREAS, For the first time in 40 years, the Wenatchee High 

School Panthers are the 2023 4A WIAA Volleyball Champions; 

and 

WHEREAS, The Wenatchee High School Girls Volleyball 

Team won their final match against North Creek High School on 

November 28, 2023, by a score of 3-2, earning the second 

volleyball state championship in Wenatchee High School history; 

and 

WHEREAS, The Wenatchee High School Girls Volleyball 

Team finished the season with 19 wins and one loss; and 

WHEREAS, First-year Head Coach, Jordan McGregor-

Hansen, Assistant Coaches, Juan Sanchez, Emily Ervin, Michaela 

Sheehan, and Parker Iverson, and all the Panther players, Ava Jo 

Berry, Breven Luinstra, Jurney Jelsing, Jenissa Hepton, Keira 

Demirjian, Emme Tucker, Bri Sackman, Jess McIrvin, Sasha 

Dandridge, Rylee Jones, Claire Demirjian, Nikki Reed, Jalyn 

Rasmussen, Sienna Knell, and Maren Stubershare in the team's 

success by combining outstanding coaching with outstanding 

sportsmanship; and 

WHEREAS, The inspiring individual and team achievements 

of the 2023 Wenatchee High School Panthers Girls Volleyball 

Team will always be remembered as a source of great pride by all 

the citizens of their community and the state of Washington; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the 

Washington State Senate hereby congratulate the Wenatchee 

High School Girls Volleyball Team for their outstanding state 

championship; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Washington State 

Senate commend the Wenatchee High School Girls Volleyball 

Team for their excellent performance and look forward to their 

future accomplishments both on and off the court. 

 

Senator Hawkins spoke in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8651. 

The motion by Senator Hawkins carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The President welcomed and introduced members of the 

Wenatchee High School Girls Volleyball Team; Head Coach 
Jordan McGregor-Hansen; Athletic Director Jim Beeson; and 
representatives from the Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association who were seated in the gallery. 

 

MOTION 

 

Senator Pedersen moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8678 

 

By Senator Shewmake 

 

WHEREAS, In November of 2021, the Nooksack River saw 

historic flooding that devastated parts of Whatcom County and 

took a life; and 

WHEREAS, Whatcom County and the greater community 

came together to save lives during the flood, rebuild lives in the 

aftermath, and are continuing a longer project to build a safer and 

more resilient Whatcom County; and 

WHEREAS, Community members, local mayors, first 

responders, and farmers rescued flood victims from imminent 

harm by calling their neighbors and using all the available 

resources including personal vehicles and equipment; and 

WHEREAS, Whatcom Strong, later becoming Whatcom Long 

Term Recovery Group, partnered with the Whatcom Community 

Foundation, Sustainable Connections, local faith groups 

including Sumas Advent Christian Church, Valley Church, 

Haven Church, Sumas Christian Reform Church, Sunlight 

Church, Guru Nanak Gursikh Gurdwara, Gurdwara Guru Nanak, 

North County Christ the King, Calvary Creekside, Habitat for 

Humanity, World Renew, Samaritans Purse, Team Rubicon, 

UMCOR, Everson Lions Club, Lynden Lions Club, Sumas 

American Legion Post 212, Everson Food Bank, and local 

businesses and restaurants and individuals, to remove debris, feed 

flood victims and work party volunteers, and provide clothing 

donations, diapers, household items, and other necessities for 

those who lost their homes; and  

WHEREAS, The Whatcom County River and Flood Division 

has repaired flood infrastructure and developed an acquisition and 

elevation program to help get vulnerable structures out of harm's 

way, and acquired properties needed for future flood risk, 

obtaining $34.4 million in federal funding and is currently 

pursuing an additional $50.8 million in federal funding; and 

WHEREAS, The Floodplain Integrated Planning Flow Split 

Reach Team is continuing and accelerating their collaborative 

work to identify integrated options for addressing the flow split 

in Everson by bringing together Whatcom County, the Nooksack 

Indian Tribe, the Lummi Nation, the City of Everson, the City of 

Ferndale, the City of Lynden, the City of Sumas, the Nooksack 

River farm community, diking districts, subzones, Watershed 

Improvement Districts, the Washington state Department of 

Ecology, the Washington state Department of Natural Resources, 

the National Marine Fisheries Service, the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers, the Trans Mountain Pipeline, the University of 

Washington Climate Impacts Groups, and private consultants; 
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and 

WHEREAS, The Whatcom County River and Flood Division 

executed The Nooksack River Flood Disaster Mitigation Plan 

Agreement, signed by the Whatcom County Executive and the 

Mayors of Blaine, Everson, Ferndale, Lynden, and Sumas; and 

WHEREAS, The ongoing flood recovery and mitigation work 

in Whatcom County would not be possible without the 

commitment and collaboration of local elected officials, public 

servants, and community members who devote their time, talents, 

and love to Whatcom County; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Senate 

express its gratitude to the Whatcom County River and Flood 

Division, the Whatcom Long Term Recovery Group, and the 

greater community for their tireless recovery and mitigation work 

on behalf of the people of Whatcom County. 

 

Senator Pedersen spoke in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8678. 

The motion by Senator Pedersen carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 2, Section 32 of the State Constitution and 

Senate Rule 1(5), the President announced the signing of and 

thereupon did sign in open session: 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1895 

and HOUSE BILL NO. 1950. 

 

MOTION 

 

At 12:45 p.m., on motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate 

adjourned until 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 21, 2024. 

 

DENNY HECK, President of the Senate 

 

SARAH BANNISTER, Secretary of the Senate 
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