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CHAPTER 130

[Senate Bill No. 6564)
COMMERCIAL FISHERS—POOLING OF FUNDS—EXCLUSION FROM
DEFINITION OF INSURER

AN ACT Relating to the application of the insurance code to the pooling of funds to pay
claims of commercial fishers; and amending RCW 48.01.050.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Scc. 1. Scction .01.05, chapter 79, Laws of 1947 as last amended by
section 9, chapter 277, Laws of 1985 and RCW 48.01.050 are cach amend-
ed to read as follows:

"Insurer” as used in this code includes every person engaged in the
business of making contracts of insurance, other than a fraternal benefit so-
ciety. A reciprocal or interinsurance exchange is an "insurer” as used in this
code. Two or more hospitals, as defined in RCW 70.39.020(3), which join
and organize as a mutual corporation pursuant to chapter 24.06 RCW for
the purpose of insuring or self-insuring against liability claims, including
medical liability, through a contributing trust fund shall not be deemed an
"insurer” under this code. Two or more local governmental entitics, as de-
fined in RCW 48.62.020, which pursuant to RCW 48.62.040, 48.62.035, or
any other provision of law join together and organize to form an organiza-
tion for the purpose of jointly self-insuring or self-funding shall not be
deemed an "insurer” under this code. Two or more persons engaged in the
business of commercial fishing who enter into an arrangement with other
such persons for the pooling of funds to pay claims or losses arising out of
loss or damage to a vessel or machinery used in the business of commercial
fishing and owned by a member of the pool shall not be deemed an "insur-
er” under this code.

Passed the Senate February 8, 1990,

Passed the House March 1, 1990.

Approved by the Governor March 21, 1990.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 21, 1990.

CHAPTER 131

[Senatc Bill No. 5431]
LEASEHOLD EXCISE TAX

AN ACT Reclating to the leaschold excise tax; and amending RCW 35.21.755.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 7, chapter 37, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 1, chapter 282, Laws of 1987 and RCW 35.21.755 are cach
amended to read as follows:
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(1) A public corporation, commission, or authority created pursuant to
RCW 35.21.730 or 35.21.660 shall receive the same immunity or exemption
from taxation as that of the city, town, or county creating the same: PRO-
VIDED, That, except for (a) any property within a special review district
cstablished by ordinance prior to January 1, 1976, or listed on or which is
within a district listed on any federal or state register of historical sites or
(b) any property owned or operated by a public corporation that is used
primarily for low-income housing, any such public corporation, commission,
or authority shall pay to the county treasurer an annual excise tax equal to
the amounts which would be paid upon real property and personal property
devoted to the purposes of such public corporation, commission, or authority
were it in private ownership, and such real property and personal property is
acquired and/or operated under RCW 35.21.730 through 35.21.755, and
the proceeds of such excise tax shall be allocated by the county treasurer to
the various taxing authorities in which such property is situated, in the same
manner as though the property were in private owvnership: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That the provisions of chapter 82.29A RCW shall not apply to
property within a special review district established by ordinance prior to
January 1, 1976, or listed on or which is within a district listed on any fed-
cral or state register of historical sites and which is controlled by a public
corporation, commission, or authority created pursuant to RCW 35.21.730
or 35.21.660, which was in cxistence prior to January I, ((1976)) 1987:
AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That property within a special review dis-
trict established by ordinance prior to January 1, 1976, or property which is
listed on any federal or state register of historical sites and controlled by a
public corporation, commission, or authority created pursuant to RCW 35-
.21.730 or 35.21.660, which was in existence prior to January 1, 1976, shall
receive the same immunity or exemption from taxation as if such property
had been within a district listed on any such federal or state register of his-
torical sites as of January 1, 1976, and controlled by a public corporation,
commission, or authority created pursuant to RCW 35.21.730 or 35.21.660
which was in existence prior to January 1, 1976.

(2) As used in this section:

(a) "Low—income" means a total annual income, adjusted for family
size, not exceeding fifty percent of the arca median income.

(b) "Arca median income" means:

(i) For an area within a standard metropolitan statistical area, the arca
median income reported by the United States department of housing and
urban development for that standard metropolitan statistical area; or

1909}



Ch. 131 WASHINGTON LAWS, 1990

(ii) For an arca not within a standard metropolitan statistical area, the
county median income reported by the department of community
development.

Passed the Senate February 2, 1990.

Passed the House March 1, 1990.

Approved by the Governor March 21, 1990.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 21, 1990,

CHAPTER 132
{Substitute Scnate Bill No. 6446]
PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS

AN ACT Relating to planning, design, and operation of public watcr systems; amending
RCW 43.70.130, 70.119A.060, and 80.28.110; adding a ncw scction to chapter 43.20 RCW,;
adding a new section to Title 80 RCW; creating a new scction; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Scc. 1. The legislature finds the best interests of the
citizens of the state are served if:

(1) Customers served by public water systems are assured of an ade-
quate quantity and quality of water supply at reasonable rates;

(2) There is improved coordination between state agencies engaged in
water system planning and public health regulation and local governments
responsible for land use planning and public health and safety; and

(3) Existing procedures and processes for water system planning are
strengthened and fully implemented by state agencics, local government,
and public water systems,

Sec. 2. Section 43.20.010, chapter 8, Laws of 1965 as last amended by
section 251, chapter 9, Laws of 1989 Ist ex. sess. and RCW 43.70.130 are
cach amended to read as follows:

The secretary of health shall:

(1) Exercise all the powers and perform all the duties prescribed by
law with respect to public health and vital statistics;

(2) Investigate and study factors relating to the preservation, promo-
tion, and improvement of the health of the people, the causes of morbidity
and mortality, and the effects of the environment and other conditions upon
the public health, and report the findings to the state board of health for
such action as the board determines is necessary;

(3) Strictly enforce all laws for the protection of the public health and
the improvement of sanitary conditions in the state, and all rules, regula-
tions, and orders of the state board of health;

(4) Enforce the public health laws of the state and the rules and regu-
lations promulgated by the department or the board of health in local mat-
ters, when in its opinion an emergency exists and the local board of health
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