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PREFACE

Numbering system: The number of each section of this code is made up of three parts, in sequence as fol-
lows: Number of title; number of chapter within the title; number of section within the chapter. Thus RCW
1.04.020 is Title 1, chapter 4, section 20. The section part of the number (.020) is initially made up of three digits,
constitutes a true decimal, and allows for new sections to be inserted between old sections already consecutively
numbered, merely by adding one or more digits at the end of the number. In most chapters of the code, sections
have been numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, .040, etc.), leaving vacant numbers between existing sections so that
new sections may be inserted without extension of the section number beyond three digits.

Citation to the Revised Code of Washington: The code should be cited as RCW; see RCW 1.04.040. An
RCW title should be cited Title 7 RCW. An RCW chapter should be cited chapter 7.24 RCW. An RCW section
should be cited RCW 7.24.010. Through references should be made as RCW 7.24.010 through 7.24.100. Series of
sections should be cited as RCW 7.24.010, 7.24.020, and 7.24.030.

History of the Revised Code of Washington; Source notes: The Revised Code of Washington was
adopted by the legislature in 1950; see chapter 1.04 RCW. The original publication (1951) contained material vari-
ances from the language and organization of the session laws from which it was derived, including a variety of divi-
sions and combinations of the session law sections. During 1953 through 1959, the Statute Law Committee, in
exercise of the powers in chapter 1.08 RCW, completed a comprehensive study of these variances and, by means of
a series of administrative orders or reenactment bills, restored each title of the code to reflect its session law source,
but retaining the general codification scheme originally adopted. An audit trail of this activity has been preserved in
the concluding segments of the source note of each section of the code so affected. The legislative source of each
section is enclosed in brackets [ ] at the end of the section. Reference to session laws is abbreviated; thus "1891 ¢ 23
§ 1; 1854 p 99 § 135" refers to section 1, chapter 23, Laws of 1891 and section 135, page 99, Laws of 1854. "Prior"
indicates a break in the statutory chain, usually a repeal and reenactment. "RRS or Rem. Supp. " indicates the
parallel citation in Remington's Revised Code, last published in 1949.

Where, before restoration, a section of this code constituted a consolidation of two or more sections of the
session laws, or of sections separately numbered in Remington's, the line of derivation is shown for each component
section, with each line of derivation being set off from the others by use of small Roman numerals, "(i)," "(ii)," etc.

Where, before restoration, only a part of a session law section was reflected in a particular RCW section the
history note reference is followed by the word "part."

"Formerly" and its correlative form "FORMER PART OF SECTION" followed by an RCW citation pre-
serves the record of original codification.

Double amendments: Some double or other multiple amendments to a section made without reference to
each other are set out in the code in smaller (8-point) type. See RCW 1.12.025.

Index: Titles 1 through 91 are indexed in the RCW General Index. A separate index is provided for the
State Constitution.

Sections repealed or decodified; Disposition table: Information concerning RCW sections repealed or
decodified can be found in the table entitled "Disposition of former RCW sections."

Codification tables: To convert a session law citation to its RCW number (for Laws of 1999 or later) con-
sult the codification tables. A complete codification table, including Remington’s Revised Statutes, is on the Code
Reviser web site at http://www.leg.wa.gov/codereviser.

Notes: Notes that are more than ten years old have been removed from the print publication of the RCW
except when retention has been deemed necessary to preserve the full intent of the law. All notes are displayed in
the electronic copy of the RCW on the Code Reviser web site at http://www.leg.wa.gov/codereviser.

Errors or omissions: (1) Where an obvious clerical error has been made in the law during the legislative
process, the code reviser adds a corrected word, phrase, or punctuation mark in [brackets] for clarity. These addi-
tions do not constitute any part of the law.

(2) Although considerable care has been taken in the production of this code, it is inevitable that in so large
a work that there will be errors, both mechanical and of judgment. When those who use this code detect errors in
particular sections, a note citing the section involved and the nature of the error may be sent to: Code Reviser, Box
40551, Olympia, WA 98504-0551, so that correction may be made in a subsequent publication.
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TITLES OF THE REVISED CODE OF WASHINGTON

General provisions

Judicial

Courts of record

District courts—Courts of limited jurisdiction
Civil procedure

Evidence

Enforcement of judgments

Special proceedings and actions
Eminent domain

Crimes and punishments

Washington Criminal Code

Criminal procedure

Probate and trust law

District courts—Civil procedure
Juvenile courts and juvenile offenders

Aeronautics

Agriculture

Agriculture and marketing
Animals and livestock
Weeds, rodents, and pests

Businesses and professions

Businesses and professions

Business regulations—M iscellaneous
Commission merchants—Agricultural products
Securities and investments

Warehousing and deposits

Corporations, associations, and partnerships
Corporations and associations (profit)
Washington business corporation act
Corporations and associations (nonprofit)
Partnerships

Domestic relations

Education

Libraries, museums, and historical activities
Common school provisions

Higher education

Vocational education

Elections

Financial institutions

Washington commercial bank act
Washington trust institutions act
Miscellaneous loan agencies
Washington savings bank act
Washington savings association act

Government

Administrative law

Cities and towns

Optional Municipal Code

Counties

Federal areas—Indians

Militia and military affairs

Public contracts and indebtedness

Public documents, records, and publications
Public employment, civil service, and pensions
Public officers and agencies

State government—Executive

State government—ILegislative

[Preface—p iv]

46
47

48

Highways and motor vehicles

Motor vehicles
Public highways and transportation

Insurance

Labor

Labor regulations
Unemployment compensation
Family and medical leave
Long-term care

Industrial insurance

Local service districts
Fire protection districts
Port districts

Public utility districts
Sanitary districts
Water-sewer districts

Property rights and incidents

Boundaries and plats

Landlord and tenant

Liens

Mortgages, deeds of trust, and real estate contracts
Uniform Commercial Code

Personal property

Real property and conveyances

Recording, registration, and legal publication

Public health, safety, and welfare
Alcoholic beverage control

Sports and recreation—Convention facilities
Cemeteries, morgues, and human remains
Food, drugs, cosmetics, and poisons
Public health and safety

Environmental health and safety

Mental illness

Developmental disabilities

State institutions

Veterans and veterans' affairs

Public assistance

Public resources

Forests and forest products
Fish and wildlife

Mines, minerals, and petroleum
Public lands

Public recreational lands

Public service

Public utilities
Transportation

Taxation
Excise taxes
Estate taxation
Property taxes

Waters

Diking and drainage

Flood control

Irrigation

Navigation and harbor improvements

Reclamation, soil conservation, and land settlement
Water rights—Environment

Waterways
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