
SESSION LAWS, 1917.

CHAPTER 131.
[S. B. 198.]

REORGANIZATION OF DIKING AND DRAINAGE DISTRICTS
AS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS.

AN ACT providing for the reorganization of diking and drainage
districts as diking and drainage improvement districts, pro-
viding for the levy and collection of assessments on lands
therein and the issuance of bonds thereby, and providing
for assessing the costs of extensions or enlargements of the
improvements of such districts, and declaring that this act
is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health and safety and shall take effect immediately.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

SECTION 1. Any drainage district or diking district Reorganiza-
tion

organized under the provisions of chapter 115 or chapter authorized.

117 of the Laws of 1895, and the acts amendatory thereof,
may be reorganized as a drainage improvement district or

a diking improvement district, upon proceedings had in

accordance with the provisions of this act.

SEC. 2. For the purpose of securing such reorganiza- Petition of

tion, a petition shall be presented to the clerk of the board district

of county commissioners of the county in which such dis-
trict is located, at a regular or special meeting of the
board. The petition shall be signed by the board of com-
missioners of the district and shall state the number of
the district seeking to reorganize, and shall pray that
such district be reorganized as a drainage or a diking
improvement district.

SEC. 3. Whenever a petition is presented as provided Notice of

in section 2, the clerk of the board of county commis-

sioners shall give notice of an election to be held on a day,
and at a place within the district, to be fixed in such no-

tice, at which the electors of the district shall vote for or
against the reorganization of the district so petitioning
as a drainage or a diking improvement district. The

notice shall state the number of the district so petitioning
to reorganize, the place where and the time when the elec-
tion is to be held, and shall require the voters to cast bal-
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lots which shall contain the words "Reorganization, Yes,"
or "Reorganization, No. " Such notice shall be posted
for at least twenty days prior to the date fixed for the
election in four of the public places in the district; and if
the board of county commissioners shall so direct, shall
be published once a week for four successive weeks in some
newspaper published in the county, the last publication of
which shall be not less than ten days prior to the day
fixed for such election.

SEC. 4. An election board for such election shall be
Result of appointed, and such election shali be held and the votes

cast thereat shall be canvassed as is provided for elec-
tions held for the organization of a drainage district. If,
upon such canvass and count, it appears that a majority
of the votes cast are for "Reorganization, Yes," the board
shall enter an order upon their minutes declaring such
district reorganized as a drainage or as a diking improve-
ment district. If it appears that a majority of the votes
cast are for "Reorganization, No," the board shall enter
an order dismissing the proceedings, and shall, in either

Costs of case, cause a statement of the costs of such proceeding to
proceeding, be prepared and transmitted to.the commissioners of the

district, who shall allow and pay the same as an expense
of maintenance of the district.

SEc. 5. Upon the entry of the order provided for in
Reorganiza- section 4, such reorganized district shall be known as a
tion effected.

drainage or a diking improvement district of the same
number as borne by it as a diking or a drainage district;
and the board of commissioners of such district shall, to-
gether with the county engineer, constitute the board of
supervisors of the reorganized district until the second
Tuesday of December following such reorganization, when

Election of an election shall be held as provided for annual elections
supervisors, in drainage improvement districts, at which two super-

visors shall be elected, who shall serve for the terms and
whose successors shall be elected in the manner provided
for the first board of supervisors in drainage improvement
districts. From the entry of said order such reorganized
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district, and its board of supervisors herein provided for,
shall have all the rights and powers of and be subject to
all laws applicable to a diking or drainage improvement Dissolution

district, and such district so reorganized shall be dis- district.

solved without any further proceedings therefor. Not-
withstanding such dissolution and reorganization, none of
the outstanding bonds, warrants or other indebtedness of
the district, shall be affected thereby; and all lands liable atstmnt if
to be assessed to pay any of such bonds, warrants or other indebtedness.

indebtedness shall remain liable to the same extent as if
such reorganization had not been made, and any and all
assessments theretofore levied or made against any such
lands shall be and remain unimpaired and shall be col-
lected in the same manner as if no such reorganization had
been had. The board of county commissioners of the
county in which such reorganized district is situated shall
have all the powers possessed at the time of the reorganiza-
tion by the board of commissioners of such district to levy,
assess, and cause to be collected any and all assessments
or charges against any of the lands within such district
that may be necessary or required to provide funds for
the payment of all the bonds, warrants and other indebted-
ness thereof.

SEc. 6. Whenever in any district reorganized under Reunding

the provisions of this act any bonds issued prior to such
reorganization shall become payable and the board of
county commissioners shall determine that it will be for
the best interests of the owners of a majority of the
acreage of lands included in such district to issue re-
funding bonds and to levy an assessment, payable in ten
or fifteen years, instead of levying the annual assess-
ments required by law to be levied to liquidate such out-
standing bonds, they may levy such assessment and fix
the time for the payment thereof at either ten or fifteen
years, and fix the installments in which such assessment Lssents

shall be paid as provided for the payment of assessments instments.

for the costs of construction under the provisions of chap-
ter 176 of the Laws of 1913, and acts amendatory there-
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of; and they may issue refunding bonds of the district in
the manner thereinafter provided, to provide funds with
which to pay such outstanding bonds then payable.

SEC. 7. The board shall determine the amount of
Apportion- the assessment necessary to be levied to provide funds to
ment of
assessment. liquidate the bonds of the district then payable and shall

cause such assessment to be apportioned to the lands of
the district in proportion to the maximum benefits as
fixed by the judgment of the jury, and shall cause to be
prepared an assessment roll showing the assessment ap-
portioned against each tract, lot and parcel of land con-
tained in such judgment and shall file such roll with the

Resolution clerk of the board. Thereupon the board shall adopt a
of intention
to issue resolution which shall set forth:
bonds. 1. -A schedule showing the bonds outstanding against

- the. district then payable which they propose to refund,
and the assessment necessary to be levied to provide funds
for the payment thereof.

2. That the assessment roll for the collection of the
assessments proposed to be levied against the lands of the
district is on file with the clerk of the board and open to
the inspection of all persons interested.

3. That the commissioners propose to levy such as-
sessments for collection in installments according to the
schedule attached thereto.

4. A schedule showing the installments in which such
assessments are to be paid.

5. That the assessments contained in such assess-
ment roll may be paid in full at any time prior to the
expiration of thirty days after such assessment roll shall
have been turned over to the treasurer for collection and
he shall have published a notice to that effect, and that
all assessments not so paid shall thereafter bear interest
until due at a rate to be fixed therein.

6. That the commissioners propose to issue bonds
under the provisions of chapter 176 of the Laws of 1913,
and acts amendatory thereof, payable in . . . . years (to
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be stated in the resolution), to refund such outstanding
bonds then payable.

7. A date which shall be not more than sixty nor
less than thirty days from the date of the adoption of such
resolution, on which the board will hear any objections
offered to the proposed levy and issuance of refunding
bonds, or to the assessment roll prepared by the commis-
sioners.

SEC. 8. Upon the preparation of the roll and the Note
adoption of the resolution, the clerk of the board shall objections.

cause to be published in some newspaper published in the
county and of general circulation therein, a notice con-
taining a copy of the resolution and stating that on the
date fixed therein for the hearing the board will meet and
hear any objection offered to the proposed levy of the as-
sessment or to the issuance of refunding bonds or to the
assessment roll or any assessment therein contained; and
stating that all persons interested may file any objections
they may have to the proposed levy or issuance of bonds
or the assessment roll with the board of commissioners
prior to the date fixed for such hearing. The last publi-
cation of such notice shall not be less than ten days prior
to the date fixed for such hearing.

SEC. 9. The board shall meet on the day fixed in Confirma-
tion of

the notice or to which the hearing may have been ad- assessment
roll.

journed, and shall consider all objections which shall have
been filed, and may modify any action as proposed in said
resolution; and may correct any errors in the assessment
roll and shall confirm the roll as corrected and shall levy
the assessments therein contained for collection as pre-
scribed in the resolution as finally adopted and shall enter
an order confirming said roll.

Upon the confirmation of the assessment roll and the
levy of the assessments therein contained, the board shall
cause the clerk to attach thereto a copy of the resolution
and certify such roll and resolution and turn the assess-
ment roll over to the county treasurer for collection in
accordance with the resolution attached thereto.
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If before or at the hearing herein provided for pro-
Dismissal of tests have been filed by the owners of more than fifty per
proceedings.

cent. of the acreage of land in the district objecting to
the proposed levy and issuance of bonds, the board shall
enter an order dismissing the proceedings and shall charge
the cost thereof to the district as a maintenance charge.

SEC. 10. As soon as the assessment roll has been

collection of turned over to the treasurer for collection, he shall pub-
assessments....

lish a notice in the official newspaper of the county, once
a week for at least two successive weeks, that the said
roll is in his hands for collection and that any assess-
ments therein or any portion of any such assessments
may be paid at any time on or before a date stated in
such notice, which date shall be thirty days after the date
of the first publication, without interest. All assess-
ments levied as provided herein, which shall not be paid
within thirty days as herein provided for shall be col-
lected in the manner provided for the collection of assess-
ments levied to pay the costs of construction in drainage
improvement districts, and all the provisions of chapter
176 of the Laws of 1913, and acts amendatory thereof,
shall govern the collection of such assessments so far as
the same shall be applicable.

SEC. 11. Upon the expiration of thirty days from
Issuance the first publication of the notice given by the treasurer
and sale of
refunding as provided herein, the board of county commissioners
bonds.

may issue and sell refunding bonds of the district, payable
as determined by them in their resolution, in the manner
provided for the issuance of bonds to pay the costs of
construction in drainage improvement districts; and all
the provisions of law governing the issuance, sale and
payment of such bonds shall govern the issuance, sale and
payment of the bonds herein provided for.

SEC. 12. The proceeds of all assessments paid within
Application the thirty-day period herein provided for, and the pro-of proceeds
of assess- ceeds of the sale of all refunding bonds, shall be paidments and
bond sales, into a proper fund to be established in the county treasury,

and shall be applied to the payment of all outstanding

SESSION LAWS, 1917. [CH. 131.558



SESSION LAWS, 1917.

bonds then due in the manner in which such bonds are
required to be paid by the law under which they were
issued, and such bonds shall be called and paid accord-
ingly. The proceeds of all payments of assessments paid
after the expiration of thirty days from the first publi-
cation of the notice given by the treasurer as herein pro-
vided, shall be paid into a fund to be established in the
county treasury, to be known as the "refunding bond
redemption fund," and shall be applied to the payment
of such bonds as provided by chapter 176 of the Laws
of 1918, and acts amendatory thereof.

SEC. 13. The board of county commissioners shall Liquiation

have all the powers possessed by the board of commis- refunded.

sioners of any district reorganized under the provisions
of this act prior to such reorganization, to levy assess-
ments for the payment of the interest on any other bonds
of the district not then payable and refunded under the
provisions of this act, and to levy assessments to provide
a sinking fund for the liquidation of such bonds at their
maturity. Such assessments shall be called and collected
in the manner provided by the law under which they were
assessed, and such bonds shall be paid as provided by
the law under which they were issued. Proper funds shall
be established in the county treasury for the proceeds of
the payments of such assessments, and such funds shall
be applied to the payment of the bonds for the payment
of which they were levied.

SEC. 14. Whenever in any district reorganized under Payment for
etensions

the provisions of this act, extensions or additions are designed
to repair

made to the system of improvements of the district to inadequate

provide drainage or protection from overflow for lands benefits.

previously found benefited and assessed for the construc-
tion of the origina l system of improvement which are not
receiving benefits therefrom in proportion to the benefits
found and the assessments levied against such lands, the
costs of such extensions or additions shall be included as
a cost of maintenance of the improvements of the district
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and shall be levied and collected in the manner provided
for the levy and collection of such costs.

SEC. 15. This act is necessary for the immediate

Emergency. preservation of the public peace, health and safety and
shall take effect immediately.

Passed the Senate February.24, 1917.
Passed the House March 5, 1917.
Approved by the Governor March 15, 1917.

CHAPTER 182.
[S. B. 226.1

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT REFUNDING BONDS
AND REASSESSMENTS.

AN ACT relating to drainage improvement districts, providing for
the issuing of bonds thereby in certain cases to retire out-
standing bonds and warrants and for the reassessment of
costs incurred in the construction of improvements therein.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

SECTION 1. Whenever in any drainage improvement

'fnding district a drainage system has been constructed pursuant

oaement to the provisions of chapter 66 of the Laws of 1901, and
districts, the costs of construction thereof have been paid entirely

by the issuance of warrants, or partly by the issuance of
bonds of the district pursuant to the provisions of chap-
ter 176 of the Laws of 1913, and partly by the issuance
of warrants, refunding bonds of the district may be issued
to procure funds with which to pay such outstanding
bonds and warrants or to exchange for such outstanding
bonds and warrants, as herein provided.

SEC. 2. The board of county commissioners shall de-
Issuance and termine
mode of term ine the manner provided by section 4226-17 of
payment. Rem. & Bal. Code the term for which bonds shall be issued

and the installments in which the assessments shall be
paid, and shall determine the total amount of all such out-
standing bonds and warrants, including any warrants
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