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SESSION LAWS, 1845.

CHAPTER 271.

[S. B. 13.]

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF INSTRUMENTS.

AN Acr relating to the acknowledgment of instruments, the at-
testation of documents, the administration of oaths and
affirmations, the execution of depositions and affidavits,
and other notarial acts, heretofore or hereafter taken be-
fore any commissioned officer of the armed forces of the
United States, and providing that such instruments and
documents executed by any person who is a member of or
actually present with the armed forces of the United States
or is outside the United States for certain purposes, shall
be legal, valid and binding; providing for the form of the
instrument or document and what proof shall be sufficient
of the authority of such commissioned officer so to act;
repealing chapter 47, Laws of 1943, and declaring an emer-
gency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington.:

SectioN 1. In addition to the acknowledgment
of instruments and the performance of other notarial
acts in the manner and form and as otherwise au-
thorized by law, instruments may be acknowledged,
documents attested, oaths and affirmations admin-
istered, depositions and affidavits executed, and
other notarial acts performed, before or by any
commissioned officer in active service of the armed
forces of the United States with the rank of sec-
ond lieutenant or higher in the army or marine
corps, or with the rank of ensign or higher in the
navy or coast guard, or with equivalent rank in any
other component part of the armed forces of the
United States, by any person who either

(a) is a member of the armed forces of the
United States, or

(b) is serving as a merchant seaman outside the
limits of the United Stafes included within the 48
states and the District of Columbia; or

(c) is outside said limits by permission, assign-
ment or direction of any department or official of
the United States Government, in connection with
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any activity pertaining to the prosecution of any
war in which the United States is then engaged.

Such acknowledgment of instruments, attestation
of documents, administration of oaths and affirma-
tions, execution of depositions and affidavits, and
performance of other notarial acts, heretofore or
hereafter made or taken, are hereby declared legal,
valid and binding, and instruments and documents
so acknowledged, authenticated, or sworn to shall
be admissible in evidence and eligible to record in
this state under the same circumstances, and with
the same force and effect as if such acknowledg-
ment, attestation, oath, affirmation, deposition, affi-
davit, or other notarial act, had been made or taken
within this state before or by a duly qualified officer
or official as otherwise provided by law.

In the taking of acknowledgments and the per-
forming of other notarial acts requiring certification,
a certificate endorsed upon or attached to the instru-
ment or documents, which shows the date of the
notarial act and which states, in substance, that the
person appearing before the officer acknowledged
the instrument as his act or made or signed the in-
strument or document under oath, shall be sufficient
for all intents and purposes. The instrument or
document shall not be rendered invalid by the failure
to state the place of execution or acknowledgment.

If the signature, rank, and branch of servi.e or
subdivision thereof, of any such commissioned offi-
cer appear upon such instrument or document or
certificate, no further proof of the authority of such
officer so to act shall be required and such action
by such commissioned officer shall be prima facie
evidence that the person making such oath or ac-
knowledgment is within the purview of this act.

Sec. 2. Chapter 47, Laws of 1943, is hereby re-
pealed.
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Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health and safety
and shall take effect immediately.

Passed the Senate February 12, 1945.

Passed the House February 28, 1945.

Approved by the Governor March 5, 1945, with
the exception of Section 2, which is vetoed.
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